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t>  The  foUowmg  Recommendations  of  Mr.  E&s- 
kine'»  Writings,  by  Dr.  Bradbury  and  Mr.  Hervey, 
were  not  infert  in  the  folio  edition  j  the  Account  of  the 
Author's  life,  here  given,  is  quite  different,  and  much 
fuller  than  the  former  one ;  and  the  Elegiac  Poem, 
fubjoined  thereto,  was  not  printed  with  the  former 
edition  of  his  wprks. 


I C   H   A   R   A    C    T    E   R 

OF    THE 

AiTTHOR  and  his  Writings. 

I '   TT  T  is  not  the  Intention  of  the  Editors  of  the  prefent 
:    Jl    Edition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ralph  Erskine's  Prodi'' 
cal  Works ^  in  ten  volumes  oftavo,  to  attempt  paffing  any 
fulfome  encomiums  on  the  worthy  Author,  whofe 
praife  is  already  in  the  churches,   or  to  launch  out 
into  any  prolix  commendation  of  his  elaborate  and 
valuable  writings,  which  are  fo  univerfally  known, 
read,  and  efteemed ;  but  to  refer  the  reader,  for  his 
fatisfaAion  relative  to  thefe,   to  what  is  advanced  in 
the  following  fhort  Account  of  his  Life  and  Writings: 
Wcfliall  only  here  obferve.  That  as  he  was  eminently 
pious  from  his  youth,  had  always  a  converfition  be- 
.   coming  the  gofpel,   was  endued  with  every  fultablc 
qualification  for  the  miniftry,   poffeffed  of  very  po- 
pular talents,   made  the  diftinguifhing  dochincs  of 
i    Chriftianity  the  chief  fubjefts  of  his  pulpit-themes,  and 
I    Angularly  zealous  for  the  purity  of  gofpel-truth,  it  is 
not  at  all  furpriiing,   that  he  was  greatly  beloved, 
[    much  followed  by  all  true  Chriftians,  and  his  writings 
eagerly  read  by  the  religious  and  devout  of  every  de- 
nomination. 

The  Sermons  and  Poems  are  already  fo  well  known 
and  defervedly  admired,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
that  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  pafs  any  encomiums 
on  them.  Let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  in  the  words  of  that 
tminent  divine,  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Bradbury,  in  his 
preface  to  a  collection  of  Meff.  Ebenezer  and  Ralph 
Erskine's  Sermons,  printed  at  London  in  1738. 
•'  The  Sermons,   fiuth  he,   have  no  need  of  my  re- 
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**  coramendation:  tl)e  res^derwfll  find  in  them  a  faith*' 
**  ful  adherence  to  the  defign  of  the  gofpel,  a  clear  . 
**  defence  of  thofe  doctrines  that  are  the  pillar  and 
"  ground  of  truth,  a  large  compala  of  thought,  a 
**  ftrong  force  of  argument,  and  a  happy  flow  of 
"  words,  which  are  both  judicious  and  familiar:  and 
"  they  have  been  greatly  blefled  to  the  edification  of 
"  many,  cfpcciMy  the  poor  of  the  Jkci.** 

The  fame  Dr.  Bradbury,  fpeaking  concerning  the 
poetical  compofitious  of  our  Authpr,  obferves.  That 
*•  as  poetry  has  often  no  more  in  it  than  great  fiveU 
*•  /;;zjworA^i;jm/y,  diftorted  images,  andmonftrous 
**  allufions ;  fo  it  is  a  pleafure  to  fee  the  things  of 
**  another  world  delivered  without  any  heathenifh  fi- 
"  gures  and  phrafes,  but  in  fuch  an  adorning  as  be- 
*'  comes  the  gofpcl  df  Jesus  Chri$t  :  On  this  ac- 
**  count,  Mr.  Erskine's  Gofpel-Sonncts,  are  greatly 
"  to  be  efte^ed,  for  the  fweetnefs  of  the  verfe,  the 
*'  difpofition  of  the  fubjefts,  the  elegance  of  the  com- 
•*  pofition,  and,  above  all,  for  that  which  animates 
"  the  whole,  the  favour  of  divine  and  experimental 
"  knowledge.'* 

The  words  of  the  late  juftly  celebrated  and  pious 
Mr.  Hervey  are  very  fignificant,  and  truly  expreflive  of 
the  high  efteem  he  had  for  Mr.  Erikine's  Writings. 
"  Was  I  to  read,  fays  that  judicious  and  elegant 
"  writer,  in  order  to  refine  my  tafte,  or  improve  my 
"  ftile ;  I  would  prefer  Bilhop  Atterbury's  fermons, 
"  Dr.  Bate's  works,  or  Mr,  Seed's  difcourfes:  But, 
"  was  I  to  read  with  a  fingle  view  to  the  edification 
"  of  my  heart,  in  true  faith,  folid  comfort,  and 
"  evangelical  holinefsj  I  would  have  recourfe  to 
"  Mr.  Erskine,  and  take  his  volumes  for  my  guidcj 
'*  my  companion^  znd  my  own  familiar  friend.^*  \ 

f  Hervefs  works  in  fol.  p  346.  and  Thcron  and  Afp.  dial.  i6. 
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^fthc  ^ofpcl  at  Comwal,  afterwards  atX^hirnfide^;  a 
man  eminent  in  his  day,  and  juftly  diftinguiihed  for  his 
piety,  and  firm  attachment  to  Prclbvterian  principles : 
For  his  ftedfaft  adherence  to  which,  he  was  fubjefted  to 
many  confiderable  hardfliips  in  the  latter  psArt  of  the  laft 
century,  during  the  perfecuting  period  of  Charles  II. 
and  James  VII  f .* 

The  Author,  of  the  following  fermons,  was  born  at 
Monilaws,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  on  Sab-. 
bath  the  15th  of  March,  1685,  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon ;  and  baptized  at  Chimfide  on  the  5th  of  A- 
pril,  laid  year,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  William  Violand. 
— He  gave  pretty  early  proofs  of  a  great  genius  and  fine 
fancy ;  and  feveral  inftances  of  a  pious  difpofition  and 
a  folid  way  of  reflefting  on  matters.  On  this  account 
he  was,  by  his  parents,  early  deftined  for  the  holy  mi- 
niftry,  who  refolved  to  give  him  a  regular  and  liberal 
education,  in  order  to  qualify  him  for  that  important 
office. 

When  he  had  acquired  a  competent  meafure  of  Gram- 
mar,  and  other  introduftory  parts  of  education,  he  went 
to  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  to  complete  his  (Indies; 
where  he  went  through  the  ordinary  courfes  of  philofo- 
phy  and  divinity  with  fuccefs ;  and  made  a  confiderable 
progrefs  in  all  the  different  branches  of  ufeful  literature : 
for,  h?  fobn  became  a  fine  Grecian,  an  excellent  Lo- 
gician,  and  an  accompliflied  Philofopher.  But  after 
having  acquired  fuch  a  competent  meafure  of  knowledge, 
in  thefe  various  branches  of  erudition,  he  gave  himfelf 
up  to  the  ftudy  of  theology,  his  darling  and  beloved  to- 
pic ;  in  which  he  made  great  progrefs,  as  his  produfti- 
ons  therein  do  abundantly  evidence. 

Having  experienced  the  grace  of  God  himfelf,  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  give  himfelf  up  to  the  great  work 
of  the  miniftry,  that  he  might  be  a  happy  inftrument  of 
bringing  others  to  know  thefe  things  which  he  found 
and  experienced  to  be  of  the  utmoft  importance.  He 
was  abundantly  fenfible  this  was  a  work  of  great  labour  . 

*  Cornvnl  is  in  the  fhire  of  Nonhumbciland  ;   Chirnfide  lies  about  fiyc  xnilei 
from  Berwick  upon  Twotd,  in  the  Scotch  fide. 
t  Sec  cbc  continuation  oif  CalazDy*s  life  of  6axtcr»  p  68i, 
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and  diligence ;  and  therefore  gave  hinifelf  up  to  a  courfe 
of  unwearied  ftudy.  He  was  never  more  Relighted 
than  when  he  could  apply  himfelf  to  the  increafe  of  va- 
luable knowledge,  without  being  interrupted :  this  de- 
fire  after  improvement  continued  to  the  laft ;  and  he 
was  never  fecmingly  better,  than  when  he  thus  enjoyed 
himfelf. 

The  ordinary  courfe  of  phllofophical  and  theological 
ftudies  being  gone  through,  at  the  college  of  Edinburgh^ 
with  fuccefs  ;  he  was,  in  the  providence  of  God,  cahed 
forth  to  appear  in  a  public  character  ;  and  being  well 
reported  of,  by  all  who  knew  him,  for  a  converfatiou 
becoming  the  gofpel,  he  was  accordingly  taken  upon 
^  trials  by  the  Prelbytery  of  Dunfermline :  and  having  fi- 
nifhed  the  ufual  pieces  of  trial  affigned  him,  to  the  en- 
tire fatisfaftion  of  the  prefbytery,  he  was  by  them  licenfed 
to  preach,  as  a  probationer,  the  everlaftmg  gofpel,  on 
the  8th  of  June,  1709.  In  which  capacity  he  exercifed 
the  talents  which  the  Lord  had  gracioufly  conferred  on 
him,  within  the  bounds  of  the  faid  Prelbytery,  both  in 
vacancies  and  fettled  congregration,  to  the  great  fatis*- 
faction  of  his  hearers,  both  minifters  and  people,  as 
his  certificate  from  that  Prefbytery,  dated  April  4th, 
1711.  exprefly  bears. — In  this  ftation  of  life  he  did  not 
long  remain :  Providence  foon  opened  a  door  for  him  j 
and  he  got  an  unanimous  call,  from  the  parifhioners  of 
Dunfermline,  on  the  iftofMay  i7ii.'to  exercife  his 
minifterial  talents  and  abilities  amongft  them ;  which  call 
was  approven  of  by  the  Prefbytery,  on  the  day  foUov/ing, 
as  regularly  proceeded  in.  He  went  through  the  ufual 
pieces  of  trial,  for  ordination,  prefcribe'd  by  the  Prefby- 
{^ei^,  with  approbation:  and  thereupon  they  fet  him 
apart  to  the  office  of  the  holy  miniftry,  in  the  collegiate 
charge  of  Dunfermline,  on  Auguit  7th,  1711. 

For  feveral  years,  prior  to  his  appearing  in  a  public 
charafter,  he  was  a  clofe  ftudent  in  the  various  branch- 
es of  literature,  and  had  made  confiderable  progrefs 
therein.  Few  were  endowed  with  a  greater  ftretch  of 
judgment,  and  a  penetrating  difpofition  of  mind ;  this, 
'  joined  with  a  lively  invention,  and  a  tenacious  memory, 
enabled  him  to  make  great  refearcVvcs  ;x^lcf  U>i\)kV^  -sc^^ 
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cafily  to  -invcftigatc  what  would  have  been  very  difficult 
to  othe»,  not  poffeffed  of  fuch  a  depth  of  thought  and 
clear  way  of  rpafoning.  Thefc  (hining  qualities,-  which 
were  the  gifts  of  nature,  were  confpicjuous  in  him :  and 
being  enabled,  by  divine  grace,  to  improve  them  aright, 
he  made  a  more  confidcrable  figure,  in  praftifing  the 
various  duties  incumbent  on  the  Miniftei*  and  the  Chri- 
ftian,  than  many  others  of  his  cotemporaries. 

Though  his  natural  and  acquired  abilities  juftly  pro- 
cured him  the  title  of  a  learned  ^nan  ;  yet  he  endeavour- 
eld  to  make  all  his  learning  fubfervient  to  his  theological 
ftudies,  which  is  more  than  many  can  boaft  of  who  are 
much  extolled  for  their  literature.  For  this  purpofe 
he  carefully  and  dihgently  fearched  the  fcriptures,  had  _ 
wmuch  pleafure  in  them,  retained  a  vaft  deal  of  them  up- 
on  his  mind,  as  is  evident  from  his  quotung  thefc,  with 
facility,  to  prove  every  point  of  dodrine  he  was  dif- 
courfmg  on  :  He  likewifc  read  over,  with  atten*-ion  of 
mind,  many  bodies  of  divinity,  compared  thefe  with 
the  orades  of  truth,  on. which  the  compill^rs  of  them 
founded  tliem;  and/ had  ever  at  hand  the  beft  com- 
mentators on  the  Bible,  to  fee  who  moft  reached  the 
mind  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  being  the  cafe,  it  is  little 
wonder  he  made  fuch  proficiency  in  his  refearches  after 
truth,  and  that  his  Practical  Writings  have  been 
'io  much  efteemed  and  admired. 

Under  the  charafter  of  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  hav- 
ing now  a  pailoral  relation  to  a  particular  flock,  in  the 
^church  univerfal,  he  determined  not  to  know  any  thing 
*fan)e  Jefus  Chriji  and  him  trucijied :  He  was  injiant  in 
feafon  and  out  of  feafon^  in  all  the  parts  of  his  minifterial 
labours,  and  gave  bimfelf  wholly  thereunto ;  exhorting 
the  people  under  his  truft,  from  houfe  to  houfe,  in  the 
way  of  family-vifitaticn ;  examining  them  more  public- 
ly upon  the  principles  of  our  holy  religion  ;  vifiting  the 
fick,  when  called ;  and  preaching  the  evcrlafting  gofpel, 
in  which  he  had  a  very  pleafant  and  edifying  gift.  He 
preached,  by  turns,  with  his  colleague,  every  Sabbath  and 
Thurfday,  through  the  year ;  and  afterwards,  when  he 
had  none,  for  fevcral  years  before  his  death,  he  officiat- 
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cd  alone,  very  punftually,  both  on  Sabbath  and  week- 
day. 

He  delivered  few  extemporary  produftions.  His  fer- 
mons  vfGTC  generally  the  fruit  of  diligent  ftudy,  and  af- 
fiduous  application.  For  the  moft  parf'he  wrote  all ; 
and  kept  very  clofe  by  his  notes  in  the  delivery,  except 
when  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  carry  in  upon  his  mind, 
in  time  of  preaching,  fome  pat  and  appofite  enlarge- 
ments, whereof  he  had  no  previous  ftudy,  and  to  which 
he  neverthelefs  chearfully  gave  way,  as  coming  from 
HIM,  who  has  the  tongue  of  the  learned ;  who  knows  how 
to  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon  to  him  that  is  weary  ^ ;  and 
who  fays,  Itjhall  be  given  you  the  fame  hour  what  ye  Jhall 
fpeak  ;  for  it  is  not  ye  that  fpeak,  but  t/jc  Spirit  of  your 
Father  that  fpeaketh  in  you\. — He  was  blefled  with  a  rich 
and  fertile  invention,  as  appears  in  the  agreeable  and 
entertaining  diverfity,  wherewith  his  heads  of  doftrinc 
are  every  where  adorned.  The  poetical  genius,  with 
which  he  was  happily  endowed,  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  embellifhment  of  his  difcourfes,  with  a  variety  of 
pertinent  epithets  and  ftriking  metaphors. 

His  gift  of  preaching  was  both  inftrufting  and  fearch- 
ing.  Ffw  outfhone  him  in  the  nervous  and  convincing 
manner,  whereby  he  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  doc- 
trines he  infifted  on ;  and  fewer  ftill  in  the  warm  and 
pathetic  addrefs,  in  which  he  enforced  the  pradice  of 
them. 

He  peculiarly  excelled  in  the  ample  and  free  offers  of 
Chrift  he  made  to  his  hearers  ;  and  the  captivating  and 
alluring  methods  he  ul*ed,  for  gaining  their  compliance, 
or  their  receiving  and  refting  on  Chrift  alone  for  their 
falvation,  as  thus  freely  and  fully  exhibited  unto  them- 
in  the  gofpel.  On  all  which  accounts  he  was  juftly  e- 
flecmed,  and  much  followed,  as  one  of  the  moft  popu- 
lar and  edifying  preachers  of  his  day. During  his 

time,  facramcntal  folemnities,  at  Dunfermline,  were 
much  crouded;  numbers  of  people,  from  feveral'parts 
of  the  kingdom,  reforting  unto  them ;  arid  the  Lord 
was  pleafed  to  countenance  fome  of  thefe  communions, 

*  Ifa.  I.  4;  f  Matth.  X.  19,  ao. 
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with  fignal  evidences  of  his  gracious  prefence  and  in* 
flucncc,  to  the  fweet  and  comfortable  experience  o* 
many. 

It  appears  from  what  our  Author  has  publifhed,  that 
he  was  an  able,  clofe,  and  clear  reafoner ;  and  could, 
wh?n  he  fet  himfelf  to  it,  cxhauft  a  fubjeft.  His  ftilc 
was  of  a  medium,  between  the  lofty  and  combaft,  being 
natural,  unaffefted,  manly,  and  fcriptural ;  and  free  from 
meanneft  and  lownefs  ;  though  indeed  he  ftudied  much 
to  adapt  himfelf  to  the  capacity  of  the  auditory.  There 
centered  in  him  gravity,  without  dulnefs ;  and  fmart- 
nefs,  without  forthinefs ;  never  choofing,  in  his  public 
appearances,  to  come  to  his  hearers,  with  the  intifing 
words  of  men's  wifdom ;  but  to  preach  the  truths  of  the 
cverlafting  gofpel  in  their  genuine  purity,  and  naked' 
fimplicity.  He  was  poiTeft  cf  excellent  talents  for  the 
pulpit ;  he  had  a  pleafant  voice,  free  of  any  difagrccable 
tone  and  falfe  pathos :  and  every  unprejudifed  perfon  will 
readily  grant,  who  have  any  relifh  for  fubftantial  mat- 
ter, and  that  dodrine  which  is  according  to  godlinefs^  de- 
livered in  an  unafFeded  manner,  that  he  was  an  a-^ 
greeable,  as  well  as  a  faithful,  judicious,  evangelicaf 
preacher. 

As  to  his  miniftrations  in  general,  it  will  be  readily 
acknowledged,  that  he  was  an  able  ipinifter  of  the  New 
Tcfta|nent,  He  made  choice  of  the  moft  interefting 
fubjeSs  to  preach  upon  ;  and  it  was  his  peculiar  delight 
to  preach  Chriji  crucified^  and  to  exalt  the  doftriiie  of  free 
grace,  through  hi&  imputed  righteoufnefs.  He  could 
rightly  divide  the  word  of  truth  ;  and  Ikilfully  parcel  out 
to  every  one  their  portion  in  due  feafon.  He  was  none 
of  thofe  flat,  dull,  leazy,  infipid  preachers ;  but  deli- 
vered  his  fermoris,  with  pathetic  zeal,  fervour,  and  af- 
feftion.  He  was  a  fon  of  thunder,  when  he  made  known 
the  terrors  of  the  Lord  to  hypocrites,  falfe  and  carnal 
profeflbrs :  and  had  the  tongue  of  the  learned  to  fpeak 
a  word  of  eonfolation  to  thofe  who  were  weary  and  hea- 
vy laden ;  inviting  them  to  trufl  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrifl:,  and  to  flay  themfelves  on  him  as  the  God 
of  their  falvation. 
His  miniftry  was  very  trying  and  fearching ;  he  had 
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a  peculiar  way  of .  addrcfEng  himfclf  to  the  confcicncc ; 
could  cafily  delineate  the  foul,  and  reprefent  the  fmner 
in  his  native  colours.  He  was  a  clofs  and  hard  fludent 
to  his  old-age,  too}e  a  great  deal  of  pains  in  the  compo- 
fition  of  his  fermons,  and  digefted  them  well.  When 
he  preached  occafionally  in  other  places,  abroad  from 
his  fixed  charge,  his  miniftrations  were  very  acceptable, 
and  often  left  a  deep  impreflion  on  the  minds  of  the 
hearers.  He  was  a  wife,  prudent,  learned,  and  accom- 
pliihed  minifter ;  well  underftood,  conftantly  inculcated, 
and  ftrenuoufly  defended  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus.  In 
Ihort,  he  had  the  teftimony  of  all  who  had  a  true  relifh 
for  the  glorious  and  fublime  dofirines  of  the  bleffed  Re- 
deemer. 

It  will  eafily  appear  to  the  judicious  and  experienced 
reader,  in  perufmg  his  writings,  that  he  had  as  dexter- 
ous a  faculty  in  ranfacking  the  plagues  of  the  heart,  and 
defcribing  the  diverfified  circumftanccs  of  ferious  and 
exercifed  fouls,  as  if  they  had  fully  communicated  their 
feveral  doubts  and  cafes  unto  him  ;  while,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  was  only  unfolding  the  inward  exprience  of 
his  own  foul,  what  he  himfelf  felt  of  the  workings  of 
unbelief,  and  of  the  powerful  influence  of  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit, in  oppofition  thereunto ;  which  could  not  but  qua- 
drate or  agree,  with  the  operations  of  the  felf-fame  Spirit 
of  God  in  others ;  for,  as  in  water,  face  anfweretb  ia 
face,  Jo  doth  the  heart  of  man  to  man^. — No  trial  or  temp- 
tation can  befal  any  of  the  faints,  but  fomething  fimiliar 
thereunto  has  happened  to  others  before  them,  as  the 
apoftle  afferts,  when  he  fays,  T^here  hath  no  temptation 
taken  you,  but  fuch  as  is  common  to  man  f . 

This  eminent  fcrvant  of  Jefus  Chrift,  being  exercifed , 
to  godlinefs  from  his  youth,  became  by  the  grace  of| 
God,  a  fcribe  inflru£led  unto  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  whom- 
our  Lord  compares  to  an  houjholder,  which  hringeth  forth 
out  of  his  ireafure,  things  new  and  old  t^  Old  invariable 
truths,  but  new  illuftrations  of  them  ;  old  experiences, 
the  fame  with  other  faints  before,  but  new  obfervationsi 
and  improvements  upon  them :  fo  that,  with  abundance 

*  Prov.  xxvii.  19.        f  i  Cor.  x,  13.        :J:  Maitlu  1^.  ^1.     \ 
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of  propriety,  it  may  be  faid,  that  there  are  few  perplex- 
ing  doubts,  or  intricate  cafes,  which  the  faints  have, 
at  any  time,  been  exercifed  with,  that  are  not  in  fome 
one  or  other  of  his  fermons,  very  judicioufly  folved,  and 
diftinftly  elucidated,  or  cleared  up.  ' 
,  His  converfation  was  holy  and  blamlefs,  favoury  and 
lefrelhing,  warm  and  affedionate,  fpiritual  and  edifying. 
In  all  things  he  afted  isis  one  that  had  experienced  the 
grace  of  God  bringing  falvation.  Many  yet  alive  are 
witneffes  of  his  pious  converfation,  and  fhinifig  deport- 
ments Every  one,  who  had  opportunity  to  mark  his 
aflions,  can  atteft,  that  he  lived  up  to  the  truths  he 
preached.  He  defired  and  aflPefted  to  be  of  the  party 
of  fuch  as  fpoke  well  of,  and  were  for  advancing  and 
defending  the  declarative  glory  of  his  exalted  Lord ; 
.  pleading  for  the  fufficiency  and  freedom  of  divine 
grace;  for  debafing  the  creature,  and  exaltiig  holi- 
ncfs."" 

He  was  favoured,  by  his  bleffed  Matter,  with  uncom- 
mon degrees  of  the  manifeftations  of  the  love  of  God, 
and  enjoyed  the  higheft  meafures  of  affurance.  He  was 
much  honoured  by  the  Moft  High,  in  his  public  mini- 
ftrations,  in  anfwering  the  doubts,  and  folving  the  per- 
plexing cafes  of  the  truly  exercifed  foul ;  inftances  where- 
of  his  works  abound  with.  He  converfed  much  with 
thofe  exercifed  to  godlinefs  ;  and  by  this  means  came 
to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  various  exercifes  of  the 
Lord^s  people :  and  he  had  a  particular  regard  for  all 
fuch,  and  took  great  pleafure  in  being  ferviceable  to 
them,  however  mean  their  circum (lances  in  the  world 
were.  The  rich  in  faith  were  to  him  the  excellent  ones 
in  the  earth  J  in  whom  he  had  peculiar  pleafure  and  de- 
light. This,  together  with  the  feeling  fenfe  he  had  of 
tliefe  things  upon  his  own  foul,  juftly  procured  him  the 
character,  and  induced  many  to  term  him,  the  experi- 
mental  preacher. 

i  He  ever  had  a  mighty  zeal  for  the  declarative  glory 
rf  God  ;  a  great  concern  for  the  Redeemer's  intereft ; 
add-  a  becoming  cflieem  for  the  peculiar  doftrines  of 
Chriftianity :  he  was  deeply  afFefted  with  what  injured 
tie  firftj  Venfibly  touched  with  any  thing  that  endan- 
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gered  the  next ;  and  foon  alarmed  with  whatever  en- 
croachments were  made  on  the  lait.  This  natively  led 
him,  at  different  periods  of  his  life-time,  to  be  engaged 
in  feveral  controverfies,  both  theological  and  political : 
In  all  which,  he  conducted  the  matter  with  that  folidity 
o£  judgment  peculiar  to  himfelf,  and  with  a  ftrength  c* 
argument  becoming  his  great  mind,  and  acquit  him- 
felf in  fuch  a  mafterly  manner,  as  not  only  to  filence  hi$ 
opponents,  but  procure  himfelf  the  charader  of  a  ftrong 
reafoner,  an  able  difputant,  and  a  valiant  and  heroic 
champion  for  the  truth. 

We  find  our  Author  accordingly  making  feveral  pub- 
lic appearances  of  this  nature.     In  the  year  1720.  when 
the  General  AfTcmbly  injured  many  gofpel  truths,  by 
their  fifth  ad  condemning  a  book,    intitled.    The  Mar^ 
row  of  Modern  Divinity^  he  appeared  undauntedly  on  the 
fide  of  thofe  who  made  a  feafonable  and  commendable 
(land  for  thefe  precious  truths  which  were  condemned 
and  buried  by  the  Affembly's  ad.     And  .he  not  only 
turned  the  edge  of  feveral  of  his  fermons,  preached  a- 
bout  that  time,  againft  this  ad,  but  compofed  a  parti- 
cular difcourfe  on  tliat  fubjed,  wherein  he  aflerted  and 
defended  the  peculiar  dodrincs  condemned  thereby, 
and  clearly  red  up  marches  between  the  law  and  the 
gofpel*.     Our  Author  did  not  fatisfy  himfelf  with  this,     * 
but  alfo  joined  himfelf  with  feveral  other  brethren,  who 
gave  in  to  the  general  affembly  1721,  a  Rcprefentation^ 
fetting  forth  the  pernicious  nature  of  faid  ad,   condc- 
fcending  on  the  particular- dodrines  wounded  by  it ;  which, 
indeed,  had  no  other  efied  upon  the  Affembly,  but  to 
induce  them  to  corroborate  their  ad  1*720,  by  another 
in  the  year  1722. 

When  Mr.  Simfon,  profeffor  of  divinity  in  the  uni- 
vcrfity  of  Glafgow,  came  to  be  filled,  in  a  fecond  pro- 
cefs  before  the  Affembly,  anno  1727,  for  having  vented 
and  taught  feveral  propofitions  repugnant  to  the  fuprcmc 
deity  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  our  Author  was 
mightily  alarmed  thereat,   and  fo  took  part  with  thofc 

•  Several  of  thcfc  paffages  miy  be  fren  by  confulting  Vol.  I.  p.  238. 
Vol.  II.  p.  304,  3©s,  395. — The  difrourfe  compoftd  on  this  fubjcilt.  \SiX^  Vit 
iccn  Vol  II.  p.  »45.  iatitlcd,  Law  deaih^  CfJ^d-ltfe, 
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who  made  a  laudable  oppofition  to  that  pernicious 
ichemc  of  doftrine ;  and  aJfo  teftificd  againft  it  in  feve- 
ral  of  his  difcourfes,  preached  and  publiihed  at  that 
time*. 

About  the  year  1732,  when  the  Church  of  Scotland 
became  infeftcd  with  many  grofs  errors  and  pernicious 
dodrines,  together  with  her  arbitrary  conduft,  which 
gave  birth  to  that  memorable  event,  the  Secession  t, 
our  Author  did  not  at  firft  formally  adhere  to  thefe  mi- 
nifters  X  who  were  honoured  to  be  the  happy  inftruments 
of  it ;  yet  he  joined  with  thofc  who  favoured  their  tefti- 
mony,  was  ot  the  number  of  the  protefters  againft  any 
fentence  that  was  palfed  againft  them,  and  kept  commu- 
nion with  them.  He  did  not,  for  fome  years  after  the 
Seceffion  came  to  be  ftated,  relinquifh  communion  with 
the  prefent  judicatories  :  but  after  all  means  were  ufed 
to  reclaim  them,  to  no  purpofe,  and  all  expedations 
feiUng  of  their  fetting  about  reformation-work,  he  at 
laft  declined  them,  and  formally  joined  himfclf,  (with 
fome  others)  to  the  four  Brethren,  who  had,  by  this 
time,  formed  themfelves  into  a  Prefbytery,  under  the 
name  of  The  Associate  Presbytery.  This  body 
greatly  increafed ;  and  were  much  countenanced  by  vaft 
multitudes  of  people,  and  honoured  of  the  Lord  to 
bring  relief  to  many  oppreffed  congregations,  and  to 
publifh  the  important  and  interefting  dodrines  of  the 
cverlafting  gofpel  to  many  who  heard  little  or  nothing  of 
them. 

By  this  means,   our  Author  had  an  opportunity  put 

•  Sec  Vol.  II.  p.  4^6,477. — Whoever  has  a  miuci  to  fee  Mr.  Simron^s  per- 
nicious and  dangerous  fcheme  of  do(^rine,  contained  both  in  the  firft  and  fc- 
cond  procefj,  aad  its  inconfiftency  with  the  fcriptures  and  our  ftandards^  ma^ 
cDofult  the  Adb  and  Teftimony,  ^   (fnihi)  S'iy — <5o. 

f  The  grounds  on  which  the  Scccfton  was  ftated,  were  principally  thefe,  viz* 
the  prevailing  party's  carrying  on  a  courfe  of  defe<Stiou  from  our  reformed 
principles,  and  refuflog  to  be  reclaimed  ;  the  preveiancy  of  error  in  doiStrinci 
partiality  in  difcipline,  tyranny  in  government ;  reftri<Sting  miniftcrial  freedom 
and  faidifulnefs,  in  teftifying  againft  their  hackflidin;(s ;  opprefTiog  the  heritage 
of  God ;  impoHng  iinful  terms ^f  communion  ;  and  inflidting  cenfuces  upoil 
miuiftcrs  for  teftifying  againft  ihtfe  courfcs. — The  reader  may  fee  a  more  full 
account  of  the  commencement  of  the  SecefTion,  by  confuhing  fome  notes  on 
that  (ermon,  iotitled.  The  Law  of  God* s  Houfe,   infcrtcd  in  Vol.  V. 

f  The  iiiinifters  who  firft  conftituted  the  SecciCon  were,  the  Rev.  Mr.  EBE>r. 
Erskin  K,  brother  to  our  Author,  wiih  iMcfTis.  \ViLso.Sr»  Mo.\cnii::F,  and 

into 
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into  his  hand,  in  adorable  providence,  to  preach  the 
gofpel  to  many  oppreffed  congregations,  to  diffufe  his 
wholefome  dodrine  more  cxteniively,  to  bear  his  Mafter's 
meflage  to  greater  numbers,  and  fprcad  the  fame  of  the 
bleffed  Redeemer  among  mankind  finners ;  and  brought 
rfelief  to  many  poifoned  with  unwholcfome  doftrine,  who 
were  entertained  with  Uttle  or  nothing  but  harangues  on 
the  principles  of  morality. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1742,  a  very  extraordi- 
nary commotion  took  place  at  Cambufiang,  and  fome 
other  parts  in  the  weft  of  Scotland,  occafioned  by  Mr. 
Whitefield's  perlonal  miniftrations  amongft  them,  and 
pcrufing  his  journals :  This  alFair  was  looked  upon  by 
many,  and  attefted  by  not  a  few,  as  a  work  of  God^  and 
a  remarkable  down-pouring  of  the  Spirit. — The  genuine 
nature  of  this  work  was,  however,  by  many  fufpeded  ; 
and  they  afligned  their  reafons  for  doing  fo,  in  feveral 
printed  papers  publiflied  at  that  time  *.  Among  pther 
reafons  for  queftioning  this  work,  this  was  one,  "  That 
*'  it  had  a  direfit  tendency  to  lead  offperfons  from  build- 
*'  ing  their  falvation  on  Chriji  in  the  word^  to  build  on 
*'  fomething  wrought  in  ihemfehes  ;  and  to  form  an  ima* 
"  ginary  idea  of  Chriji^  as  Man,  in  the  mind;  affirm- 
*'  ing  it  belonged  to,  and  a  great  article  oi  faving  faitb^ 
Concerning  the  above  propofition,  of  affirming  an  ima^ 
ginary  idea  of  ChriJl^  'AS  Man,  was  helpful  to  the  faith  of 
bis  being  God-Man,  and  an  effential  article  of  faving  faith ^ 
our  Author  wrote  an  elaborate  treatife,  intitled.  Faith 
no  Fancy  ;  or,  a  "Treatife  of  Mental  Images  :  a  book 
Angularly  valuable,  for  the  clear  and  pcrfpicuous  man- 
ner in  which  he  hath  handled  and  eftabliftied  this  im- 
portant point ;  every  way  worthy  of  our  Author,  and 
reflefted  the  greateft  honour  upon  him ;  in  regard  it 
hath  given  the  greateft  difplay  of  his  abilities,  both  as  a 
divine  and  philofppher,  and  how  capable  he  was  to  ex- 
hauft  any  point,  when  he  fet  himfelf  to  it,  even  in  an 
abftraft  way  of  reafoning :    a  book  that  cfFeftually  fi- 

•  Wliocver  inclines  to  fee  thcfc,  may  con fu It  Mr.  Fi{her*s  Review  of  a 
Preface  to  a  Narr.aive  of  the  cxrraordi'n  iry  Work  at  KiUyth,  &c. — See  alfo 
our  Author*s  Appendix  to  Fraud  and  Falihood  difcovcrcd ;  and  his  Sermon, 
intitled,  Tbe  true  Chrift  no  nrj;  Chrijfy  in  Vol.  VII. 

Vol,  L  B  \ctvc^^ 
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tenced  all  his  opponents ;  and  ftandd  to  this  day  unaa* 
fwercd. 

The  Affociate  Bodv,  with  whom  our  Author  had 
now  conneflcd  himfelf^  were  become  very  numeroui, 
both  in  miniftcrs  and  people ;  and  were  fpreading  their 
influence  to  a  confiderablc  diftance :  the  greatcft  harmony 
and  unanimity  fubfifted  amongft  them,  until  about  the 
year  1746.  when  an  unhappy  debate  at  laft  came  in  a- 
mong  them,  concerning  the  iaufulnefs  of  a  relipous  clAuJe 
infome  burgefs  oaths  ;  which,  in  the  iffue,  terminated  in 
a  rent  and  feparation  of  that  refpedable  body,  to  the 
no  fmall  grief  of  the  truly  religioufly  difpofed.  Our 
Author  was  of  the  number  of  thofe  who  maintained  the 
Lawfulness  of  faid  religious  claufe  /  and  accordingly 
wrote  feveral  trafls  in  defence  thereof*.  In  the  whole 
of  this  difpute,  he  managed  the  aifair  with  fuch  ftrength 
of  argument,  and  force  of  reafoning,  as  at  once  both 

Jmzzled  and  galled  his  adverfaries :  and  finding  them- 
elves  unable  to  anfwer  his  arguments,  at  laft  pretend-^ 
ed  to  draw  forth  the  fword  of  Church  difcipline  againft 
him.  Tills  he  entirely  defpifed,  as  being  improperly 
mflifted ;    and  ufed  only  as  a  ftratagem  to  ftrcngthen 

their  party. So  much  may  ferve  as  a  few  fliort  hints 

concerning  the  public  tranfa^ions  in  which  our  Author 
was  engaged. 

We  eannot  difmift  this  account  of  our  Author,  with- 
out taking  notice  of  another  particular  concerning  him, 
which  conftitutes  a  very  material  branch  of  his  charac- 
ter.  He  was  not  only  defervedly  efteemed,  as  a  judici- 
ous Divine  ;  but  alfo  mucfi  refpefted  as  a  good  Poet  : 
And  he  hath'  favoured  the  world  with  feveral  excellent 
produdions  of  that  nature,  which  have  all  met  with  a 
very  favourable  reception.  His  poetical  talent  was  em- 
ployed chiefly  on  divine  fubjefts  ;  he  had  no  relifh  and 
tafte  for  any  other.     In  his  younger  years,  at  his  leifure 

•  Such  as,  Thf  latvfuhtffs  of  the  religious  claufe  of  fame  Burgefs 
baths  afferted  :-*^Fancy  no  faith  :  or,  afeafonable  earning  to  Secc 
iirs^  againft  the  Jinful  confiitution  of  fonie  brethren ,  &c  : — Obfer* 
vations  on  the  eafnduH  ofthefeparating  brethren^  in  tvjo  farts  :— 
Fancy /ill  no  faith ;— with  ftveral  other  pamphlets. 

hours. 
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hourif  be  compofed  a  piece,  which  is  now  intitled, 
GQ8rei.-$ONH£Ts;  or.  Spiritual  Songs^  in  fix  parts. 
The  lifcfiilnels  of  this  poetical  compend  of  the  revealed 
principles  of  our  holy  religion,  for  promoting,  the  life  of 
fi^ith,  comfort,  and  holineis,  will  be  experienced^  it  is 
hoped,  by  many  of  the  faints  of  Godj'^o  the  lateft  pc^. 
fterity.— This  piece  was  fo  well  relifhed,  that  it  hath  un- 
d^gone  a  multitude  of  impreflions }  and  the  demand  for 
it  is  as  great  as  ever. 

About  the  year  1738,  he  emitted  into  the  world  his 
poetical  paraphrafe  upon  the  whole  book  of.  the  Sono 
OF  S0I4OMON ;  which  indeed  is  an  evangelical  comment, 
done  iu  a  (train  adapted  to  the  New-Teitamcnt  difpenia- 
tion,  upon  that  allegorical  or  figurative  part  of  holy 
writ.— This  performance  has  likewife  been  very  accept* 
able,  and  undergone  a  variety  of  editions. 

By  emitting  the  above  efiays,  and  fome  fmaller  poems 
into  the  world,  our  Author's  abilities,  as  a  poet,  cai^c 
to  be  eilablifbed  :  And  he  accordingly  had  feveral  re- 
commendations of  Synod  given  him,  to  employ  ibme 
of  his  vacant  hours  in  turning  all  the  fcripture  fongs  in- 
to common  metre,  of  the  fame  kind  with  the  pfalms  of 
David.  Having  complied  with  his  recommendation,  he 
publiflied,  in  the  year  1750,  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  whole, 
an  intire  vcrfion  of  the  book  of  the  Lamentations, 
with  the  fcripture  text  on  the  margin,  that  the  reader 
might  fee  how  clofs  he  kept  to  the  originaL  To  this 
piece  he  fubjoined  a  two-fold  verfion  of  David's  laji 
words  ;  with  a  paraphrafe  on  the  Jirji gofpel  promt fe  and 
freai  gofpel  myfiery. — Some  time  after  this  he  publifhed 
a  fliort  verfion  of  the  Song  of  Solomon,  adapted  to 
the  pfelm  tunes,  along  with  a  new  edition  of  his  large 
paraphrafe  thereof.  To  this  piece  he  fubjoined  two  fhort 
poems  ;  the  firft  on  the  ten  plagues  of  Egypt ;  and  the 
next  on  the  ten  commandments. — ^Job's  Hymns  made  their 
next  appearance  in  the  world,  confiding  of  an  hundred 
fliort  poems,  on  as  many  felefl:  paffages  in  that  book. 
This  piece  was  prepared  for  the  prefs  by  the  Author^s 
own  hand ;  but  not  publifhed  till  after  his  deceafe. — 
The  reft  of  the  Scripture  Songs,  in  three  parts,  com- 
pleted our  Author's  undertaking.     They  were  tranf. 
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cribcd  from  his  fliort-hand  charafters,  and  rcvifed  by 
his  fon,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Erfltine,  late  miniAcr  at 
Falkirk,  and  publiftied  fomclime  after  his  death. 

Befides  thefc  poetical' pieces  above-mentioned,  there 
were  a  variety  of  other  fmall  poems  written,  and  fomc 
of  them  publiflied  by  our  Author ;  fuch  as,  Smoaking 
Jpiriiualized.  Scripture  authorities  for  fubjeiling  to,  and 
praying  for  ^  civil  magi/lrates.  With  i^ytvA funeral  poems  ^ 
elegies^  epithets^  &c.  upon  fome  great  and  celebrated 
men"^. — Thofe  who  have  any  appetite  for  the  fubftantial 
and  folid  food  of  the  word,  to  the  nourifhment  of  their 
precious  and  immortal  fouls, '  and  do  not  want  to  be  , 
ftarved  and  decoyed  with  empty  notions  and  fanciful 
flights,  will  readily  meet  with  fuitable  and  agreeable  en- 
tertainment in  the  poetical  performances  of  this  reverend 
Author,  which  are  re-publilhed  at  the  end  of  his  fermons. 

This  faithful  and  laborious  fervant  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
laboured  fuccefsfully  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  and 
continued  publickly  ufeful  in  his  Mailer's  work,  till 
within  a  few  days  of  his  departure ;  for  he  preached  in 
his  own  pulpit  on  Sabbath  the  29th  of  Oftober  1752. 
As  he  always  had  a  peculiar  regard  for  the  intercfting 
doftrines  of  the  everlafting  gofpel ;  and  as  his  pious  foul 
burnt  fervently  with  a  vehement  love  to  our  bleffed  Re- 
deemer :  fo  it  would  fecm,  providence  fo  ordered  the 
matter,  that  his  lad  pubKc  exercifes  here  below,  were 
fuitable  to,  and  preparatory  for  the  ccleftial  ones,  In 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  when  not  engaged  in  his  or- 
dinary minifterial  work,  he  was  employed  in  compofing 
his  Scripture  Songs  :  And  may  it  not  with  propriety 
be  faid,  that  this  was  an  agreeable  cxercife,  and  highly 
fuitable,  as  introduftory  to  Jinging  thefong  of  Mofes  and 
the  Lamb  \  ?    The  laft  fubjefls  he  was  direfted  to  handle, 

•  Wc  arc  certain  onr  Author  wrote  an  elegiac  poem  to  the  memory  of 
Mr.  Jamts  Cuthbert ;  with  elegies  on  Mcflrs.  Alexander  Hamilton,  Patrick 
,  PhfenMerlielh,  George  Mair,  James  Bathfrate,  and  William  Moncrief ;  with 
an  infcription  on  .the  grawe-ftone  of  Mr.  Wilibn  and  I'rovoft  Brown  at  Perth, 
and  Mr  R.iiantine  at  S.mquhar ;  and  epitaphs  on  Meflrs.  Bofton  at  Etrick, 
anc^i  Hunter  at  Gatefliall,  ire  He  wrote  alfo  two  other  poems,  viz.  The 
forced  marri.ige  of  Quern  ScoTA,  on  occaQon  of  the  union,  MSS  and  Dun- 
term 'iiu's  at'.drr's  to  King  George  I.  on  his  accefllon  to  the  throne ;  priutcd. 

t  It  Mould  apprar  he  was  fonic  way  fcnfible,  and  had  fomc  preTages  of  his 
approaching  dificiution  :  for,  the  very  day  he  had  finiibcd  thefc  Songs»  we 

tf3e 


The  Liw  E  of  the  AvTHoii.  xxi 

fccm  to  be  his  appending  his  feal  to  the  whole  Chri/iian 
fcheme^  and  giving  his  lalt  teltimony  to  a  religious  courfe; 
drawn  from  thefe  words,  Wifdom^s  ways  are  ways  of 
pleafantnefs  ;  and  all  her  paths  are  peace :  and  his  firm 
expedations  of  a  bleffed  immortality ;  from  thcfc  words, 
1  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth^  &c. 

When  he  had  finiflied  his  Mailer's  public  work  in  the 
world,  and  been  fo  fuitably  prepared  for  the  heavenly 
manfions,  he  was  feized,  in  the  end  of  the  forefaid 
month,  v/%.  Oftober  1750,  with  a  nervous  fever,  (where- 
in, neverthelefs  he  enjoyed  the  exercife  of  his  judgment 
and  fenfes,)  which  lafled  only  for  a  few  days,  and  at  laft 
was  the  happy  meffenger  of  freeing  him  from  the  in- 
cumbrances of  an  imbodicd  ftate,  and  leading  him  to 
the  world  of  Spirits,  and  the  regions  of  eternal  blifs  and 
felicity ;  for,  on  the  eight  day  of  the  fever,  he  fell  aflecp 
in  the  Lord,  being  Monday  Nov.  6th,  1752.  in  the 
68th  year  of  his  age,  after  labouring  unv/eariedly  and 
fuccefsfully  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  among  his 
flock  in  Dunfermline,  for  the  fpace  of  forty -two  years  f, 
and  went  to  take  poffeflion  of  the  kingdom  prepared  for 
him ;  where  he  now  refides  in  the  country  of  everlafting 
happinefs,  beholding,  in  righteoufnefs,  the  face  of  his 
glorious  and  exalted  Redeemer,  whofe  vifits,  while  on 
the  body,  made  him  glad,  whofe  battles  he  had  un- 
weariedly  fought,  whofe  caufe  he  had  zealoufly  defend- 
ed, whole  truths  he  had  ftrenuoufly  maintained,  whofe 
gofpel  he  had  faithfully  publiihed,  and  to  whom  he  had 
kept  his  allegiance,  as  long  as  he  had  his  abode  in  thefe 
tents  of  feparation.  He  now,  in  the  company  of  angels 
and  archangels,  and  in  concert  with  the  company  of 
faints  made  perfeft,  fings  the  high  praifes  of  the  mighty 
Saviour,  whofe  love  many  times  Ihed  abroad  in  his  foul 

are  told,  he  faid  to  his  fpoofe,  (who  had  hccn  fomctimes  l>€fore  arquainting 
him,  that  it  was  uncafy  to  her  to  be  To  much  deprived  of  his  company,  by  his 
clofs  application  to  ftudy;)  he  had  got  his  public  work,  he  Intended  fbr  tiie 
prcfs,  £ni(hed  ;  and  that  (lie  might  now  expcdl  ajittle  m'^re  of  his  company 
for  fomctimc,  but  it  would  not  be  long  till  fhe  iliould  be  deprived  of  it  alto^ 
gether. 

f  He  was  buried  in  the  church-yard  of  Dunfermline,  on  Thurfday  the  9th 
of  the  forefaid  month.  His  corpfe  was  attended  to  the  place,  of  interment  by 
an  inconceivable  number  of  fpcdaters,  deeply  and  juftly  rcjrc'tirg  the  iofs  of 
fo  valuable  a  sninifter. 
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while  here,  in  bi&  militant  ftate,  filled  him  with  heavenly 
raptures. 

When  on  his  death-bed,  company  was  forbid  him, 
by  order  of  his  ohyficians ;  and  therefore  few  had  the 
benefit  of  his  lau  advices,  and  dying  converfation :  fuch 
who  enjoyed  it,  were  fuitably  entertained^  and  fenfibly 
rcfreihed.  He  himfelf  complained,  that  fo  few  attended 
him  at  that  time ;  which,  indeed,  is  the  reafon  why  fo 
few  of  .his  dying  fentiments  can  be  tranfmitted  to  pofte- 
rity. 

Our  worthy  Author  affords  room  for  large  commen- 
dations, and  his  chara&er  was  of  the  higheif  kind :  want 
of  abilities  permits  not  to  do  juftice  to  fo  great  a  man ; 
9nd  attempting  to  do  it,  may  ihcw  a  deficiency  of  talents 
neceffary  lor  giving  an  cxaft  portrait  of  him,  at  full 
length.  On  the  one  hand,  as  we  entirely  defpife  and 
abhor  that  meannefs,  of  giving  flattering  titles  to  any 
ik^m ;  fo,  on  the  other,  we  are  glad,  that,  on  this  fub- 
je&,  there  is  as  little  oceafion  for  them,  as  we  want  in* 
clination  to  ufc  them. — ^If  Mr.  Erskine  is  confidered 
as  to  his  natural  endawnentSj  he  poffeifed  many  fine 
qualities }  he  had  a  fweet  temper,  a  clear  head,  a  rich 
invention,  a  lively  imagination,  and  a  great  memory.-^ 
If  he  is  viewed  as  to  his  acquired  abilities  ;  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  all  the  ufeful  branches  of  literature,  be* 
ing  an  able  fcholar,  an  accurate  logician,  and  a  pene* 
trating  philofojAer. — If  he  is  confidered  as  to  his  office; 
he  was  a  great  and  judicious  divine,  a  pious  and  evan«- 
gelical  preacher,  an  accurate  critic,  a  profound  reafoner, 
and  an  able  cafuift.  ■  In  fhort,  he  was  not  only  a  learn* 
ed  man,  but  an  affedionate  and  familiar  friend,  a  focial 
companion,  a  devout  Chriftian,  and  a  burning  andjhin* 
ing  light :  he  burned  with  fervent  zeal  for  the  truths  of 
the  gofpel,  and  was  foon  alarmed  at  any  attempt  to  dark- 
en, fully,  or  pervert  them ;  and  was  a  {hining  example 
of  piety,  holinefs,  and  integrity :  for,  from  what  we 
know  of  him,  we  have  reafon  to  conclude,  he  kept  his 
allegiance  to  his  glorious  Mafter,  Chrift  Jcfus,  pled  his 
caufe  with  intrepidity,  and  honourably  finiflied  his  Chri- 
ftian  courfc. 

By  his  death,  the  church  rfChriJl  loft  a  great  light,  4 

heroic 
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fatrbic  efaampion  for  the  truth,  and  a  bold  Contender  for 

the  fauth,   once  delivered  to  the  faints.— The  body  he 

was  laft  connected  with,  have  been  deprived  of  an  ufc- 

fill  member,  and  a  fhining  ornament  to  their  caufe.---Thc 

amgrrpition  he  laboured  among,  loft  an  able  and  faith« 

fill  miAiftef,  a  laborious  and  fuccefsful  wreftler,  and  a 

]dinfiil  and  diligent  inftruftor.—  H\$famify  and  relatives j 

oft  a  true  friend,   an  affe£ttonate  huft^and,   a  tender* 

learted  patent,   and  a  ftriking  pattern  of  virtue. — Yf\t 

acquaintances  ati  intimates^  and  endearing  brother,  a  fo 

cial  companion,  and  an  engaging  friend. 

Our  Author  was  twice  married.  His  firft  marriage 
Was  with  Margaret  Dewar,  a  daughter  of  the  laird 
of  Laffodie^;  who  lived  with  him  about  fixteen  years : 
In  wfiich  time  flie  bore  ten  children ;  five  fons  and  five 
daughters  f. — ^His  fecond  marriage  was  with  Margaret 
SiMSON,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  SimfoH^  writer  to  the  fighet 
in  Edinburgh  t>  who  bore  him  four  fons,  and  furvivcd 
himfeU*  fome  few  years.-^— TJiree  of  his  fons  of  the  firlt 
marriage,  were  minifters  in  the  Affociation,  viz.  The 
Rev.  Meffrs.  Henry,  John,  and  James  ;  the  firft  was 
ordained  minifter  at  Falkirk,  the  fecond  at  Leflic,  aiid 
the  third  at  Stirling.  All  of  them  died  in  the  prime  of 
their  age,  when  they  had  given  the  world  juft  ground 
to  conceive  high  cxpeftations  of  their  ufefulnefs  in  the 
Church.  One  of  the  daughters  of  the  firft  marriage  wa$ 
married  to  Mr.  John  Newlandsy  merchant  in  Glafgow, 
the  editor  of  his  praftical  works.  His  only  child  now 
in  life,  is  Robert,  a  fon  of  the  fecond  marriage,  a  mer- 
cham,  fometime  refiding  in  London. 

*  This  marriage  commenGed,  July  15th,  17x4. 

t  On  the  death  of  his  firft  wife,  irhich  took  place  on  Nov.  a^d,  i7|»,  he 
compofe  the  two  following  verfes. 

The  law  brought  forth  her  precepts  ten. 

And  then  diOblv^d  in  grace  : 
This  Tiae  as  many  houghs,  and  then 

In  glory  took  her  place. 
Her  dying  breath,  triumphantly. 

Did  that  fweet  anthem  iing, 
Thaaks  be  to  God  fir  viBory  ; 
0  death  !  vfbere  is  thy  JHng  f 

\  Hii  fecond  marriage  cook  place,  February  24thi  x^wx* 
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From  the  account  already  given  of  our  Author,   the 
reader  will,  no  doubt,  think  we  (hould  now  proceed  to 
give  fome  2LCCO\int,o{  his  religious  deportment ;  and  their 
expectations  on  this  head,  perhaps,  may  run  very  high. 
We  are  forry,  truly  forry,  that  we  find  ourfelves  unable 
to  gratify  our  readers  in  this  particular ;  in  regard  our 
Author  left  no  written  memoirs  of  the  religious  part  of 
his  life :    True,   indeed,    he  left  a  diary  behind  him, 
from  which  foraething  of  this  kind  was  cxpefted  j  but, 
upon  perufing  it,   it  was  found'  to  contain  only  fome 
domeftic  incidents,  and  providential  occurrences ;    the 
publication  of  which  would  ferve  no  valuable  end. — No 
quellion,   had  the  experiences  of  fuch  a  Angular  man 
been  left  upon  record,   they  would  have  been  of  great, 
fervice,  and  highly  acceptable  to  the  truly  devout  Chri- 
ftian :  For  he  was  a  man  who  pofleffed  not  only  a  very 
extraordinary  degree  of  the  mod  valuable  natural  gifts, 
and  endowments,    fuch  as  chearfulnefs,   good-nature, 
modefty,  and  gratitude,  uniting  in  him ;    but  remark- 
able for  genuine  piety,  a  heavenly  difpofition  of  mind, 
and  well  acquainted  with  vital  religion  and  piadical 
godlinefs :    yea,    in  him  centered  all  the  ornaments  of 
the  minifter,   and  amiable  qualities  of  the  Chriftian, 
without  the  leaft  affe^ation,  or  fmalleft  appearance  of 
vanity.     He  was  a  (hining  inftance  of  the  truth  and  a- 
miablenefs  of  Chriftiatiity,  and  an  examplary  pattern  of 
fpiritual  mindcdnefs  and  fincere  devotion. — But,  we  i- 
magine,  from  the  fhort  hints  already  given  of  him,  and 
a  careful  perufal  of  his  pradical  writings,   the  reader 
will  be  at  no  great  lofs  to  figure  out  to  himfelf  what  the 
attainments  and  experiences  of  fuch  a  worthy  perfon  muft 
have  been ;  and  eafily  conclude  that  certainly  they  were 
very  remarkably. 

Before  we  finifli  this  account  of  our  Author,  it  will 
probably  be  expefted  we  fliould  fay  fomething  concern- 
ing his  Sermons,  and  other  Practical  Writings. 
Thefe  works  will  fpeak  for  themfelves.  And  as  the 
moft  of  them  have  long  ago  appeared  in  the  world  in 
finglc  trafts ;  and  of  late  collefted  into  two  large  vo- 
lumes in  folio,  and  elegantly  printed  ;  fo  they  haVe  al- 

rcadv 


The  Life  of  tbt  Author.       #  xxv 

ready  had  their  ufefulnefs  and  praife  in  the  church  of 
Chrift :  And  for  us  to  attempt  giving  any  recommen* 
datipn  to  them,  would  be  highly  unbecoming  fo  great 
a  man,  and  offering  a  real  indignity  to  his  worthy  mc« 
mory. — Thofe  of  them  which  have  been  taken  fvoni 
manufcripu^  fmce  l^s  death,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  as  ac» 
ccptable  as  thofe  formerly  publiflied  in  thi^  life-time ;  aa 
the  fubjcfts  are  of  equal  importance,  the  fame  cvangeli* 
cal  fpirit  breathes  through  them,  and  the  fame  foul-nou-r 
rifliing  food  to  be  found  in  them. — Without  flattery  it 
may  be  faid,  that  the  whole  of  his  dodrine  was  accor- 
ding to  godlincfs ;  that  he  took  pleafure  to  exhibite  the 
Redccmet  in  the  glory  and  riches  of  his  grace ;  m^do. 
choice  of  the  moll  appofite  fubjefls  for  inftrufting  tho 
ignorant,  ftrengthening  the  weak,  comforting  the  de» 
jeded,  and  for  winning  fouls  to  the  blcffed  Jefua, — Hi^ 
writings,  after  properly  informing  the  judgment  in  the 
point  of  dodrine  he  made  choice  of  to  illuflrate,  contain 
the  moft  ample  and  free  offers  of  Chriit ;  the  moft  warm 
and  pathetic  invitations  to  embrace  him ;  and  the  mod 
winning  perfuafives  to  influence  the  heart  to  a  chearful 
compliance.-^In  the  whole  of  his  fermons,  the  reader 
will  perceive  a  fervent  zeal  for  the  honour  and  caufe  of 

■  Chrift,  a  Ready  boldnefs  in  defending  his  truths,  and  a 
firm  attachment  to  the  doftrine,  worfhip,  difcipline, 
and  government  of  the  church  of  Scotland.-*-— But  as 
the  judicious  and  intelligent  readers  will  obtain  the  jufteft 
fentiments,  and  form  the  beft  character  of  him  from 
his  writings,  we  fliall  therefore  recommend  a  careful 
perufal  of  thefe  ;  fmcerely.wifhing  them  all  manner  of 
Ipiritual  inftruftion  and  edification  from  fuch  a  valuable 
treafure :    for  by  thefe,  ihouih  he  he  nr^v  dead^   he  yet 

fpeaketh,  '  ^ 

Glasgow  Auguft  ? 
1 2th,  i763»       5 


Vol.  I.  C  APpj:m, 


P  O  E  M, 

To  the  Memory  of  the  late 

Rev.  Mr.  R  A  L  P  H   E  R  SK I  N  E. 


PlatjgitOj  Melpomene!  AKESKmi  funera,  clarum 
Cujus  ab  Radolpho  Jidere  nofnen  habes. 

Scotia  nmjla  dole :  Areskino  nemojuperjies  ! — 
Scote  !  is  Britannicis  contigit  altus  honos. 

Eja  tamen  gaude  !  Areskinus  carmine  vivit  ,\ 
Operibus  Rahoi^^ho  fama  perennif  erit. 

Interea^  Areskini  !  anima  pars  altera  nojira^ 
Te  Caledonum  jlens  Elegia  gemit. 

LONG  did  the  mufc"^  impatient  wait  to  fee, 
Some  lofty  poet  defcribe  his  pedigree : 
Waiting  in  vain  fomc  able  pen  to  fcan. 
The  matchlefs  virtues  of  this  peerlefs  man ; 
Prefum'd,  at  laft,  fome  rude  portrait  to  draw 
Of  him,  who  once  could  paint  without  a  flaw. 
Such  boldnefs,  fure,  docs  much  indulgence  claim,     ^ 
Since  Iftfty  flow'rs  fliould  decorate  his  name,  > 

And  brilliant  ftrokes  aloud  extol  his  fame.  j 

Scotia  !  what  ground  haft  thou  to  drop  a  tear  ? 
Thou  haft  not  loft  afmall,  but  firft-rate  fcer ! 
A  feer  whofe  eyes  couli  view  celeftial  blifs. 
And  fearch  the  wonders  in  that  vaft  abyfs. 
Erskine  !  whofe  fame  to  diftant  climes  is  known  ; 
Chrift's  real  friend,  and  Truth's  bold  champion. 
His  works  divine,  to  future  ages  fhall,  "^ 

Speak  forth  his  real  excellence  to  all ;  S 

And  found  the  praifes  of  Immanuel.  J 

•  This  elegiac  poem  was  notcompofcd  till  the  year  17^;,  being  about  thir- 
teen years  after  Mr.  £rikiae*s  death. 

O  Scotifh 
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O  Scotifh  church !  bow  much  mayft  thou  regret 
Thy  faithful  paftor,  and  watchman  complete ! 
Whofe  mind  coujd  fearch  hetv*n's  myft'rics  moft  pro- 
Inveftigate  her  truths  to  air  around.  [found, 

Dunfermline  too,  with  fobbing  breafts  can  tell. 
How  great  a  prieft  has  fallen  in  Ifrael ! 
A  lofs  which  heaven  made  them  long  feel  the  fmart, 
Bccaufe  his  mcffage  had  not  gain'd  their  heart  ^. 
The  Affociate  tribe  may  well  lament  the  cafe. 
That  fuch  a  herald  great  did  yield  his  place. 
He  of  that  number  was  iri  high  repute ;  "^ 

And  to  defend  their  caufe  was  never  mute ;  ^ 

And-  could  each  prattling  fcribe  with  eafe  refute.         J 
This  is  not  all ;  each  friend  of  God  can  tell, 
How  Zion  trembled  when  this  pillar  fell. 
To  all  he  feeriiM  a  blazing  ftar  moft  bright ; 
Nay,  he  was  a  burning  and  a  fliining  light.    /. 

In  private  life  his  charafter's  moft  complete ; 
Gifts  natural,  and  parts  acquired,  unite. 
Piety  and  goodnefs  formed  the  early  plan. 
Of  future  greatnefs,  in  this  worthy  man. 
His  early  years  with  gravity  were  blefsM, 
Which  maSe  him  foon  admir'd  and  much  carefsM. 
A  ftock  of  literature  admuM  his  name ; 
His  parts,  like  trumpets  great,  anouncM  his  fame. 
*'  His  courteous  carriage  (hew'd  his  generous  mind  ; 
"  Fond  without  fraud,  and  without  flatt'ry  kind:'* 
His  pray'rs  and  praifes  were  of  divine  ftamp ; 
His  walk  and  praftice,  all  a  fliining  lamp.     * 
In  converfe  heav'nly,  and  behaviour  mild  ;  ^ 

His  words  not  vain,  nor  yet  his  lips  defil'd  ;  > 

His  foul  fublime,  his  confcience  undefird  ;  J 

Swectnefs  of  temper,  friendfliip  moft  fincere,  ^ 

Of  accefs  eafy,  and  deportment  fair,  > 

Were  his  endowments  ;  though  to  others  rare.  J 

Grace  and  good-nature  ftor'd  his  humble  mind. 
In  him  the  fecial  virtues  all  conjoined; 

•  They  were  about  eight  years  vacant  after  hU  death,  before  they  had  again 
a  fettled  paftor. 

C  2  "His 
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**-Hi8  foul  refinM  beyond  the  common  race^ 
**  Was  cultivate  by  nature,  art,  and  grace. 
**  He  bf ightly  fhone^  even  in  his  private  fpherc^ 
**  Etc  he  poffcft  the  minifteria;!  chair/' 

Were  we  to  view  him  In  hts  public  ftation. 
His  match  We  tcarce  could  find  in  all  the  nation. 
God's  word's  the  facred  fource  from  which  doth  flow> 
Knowledge  divine  t6  mortals  here  below : 
This  word  he  feareh'd  with  diligence  and  care  j 
Gave  to  each  foul  its  portion  and  its  fliare. 
For^  to  divide  aright  God's  >yord  of  truth, 
lie  T^as  inftf  aftcd  early  in  |iis  youths 
liis  infight  into  truth's  abyfs  was  great ; 
And  could  explain  beyond  the  common  rate* 
*'  Seraphic  principles  and  graces  bright, 
In  him  confpired  to  difplay  their  might. 
In  public  work  he  taught  with  folemn  awe, 
The  pieccful  gofpel  and  the  fiery  law. 
Heav'n  form'd  his  mind  great  gofp)el.truths  to  trace. 
His  mouth  to  found  the  filver  trump  of  grace ; 
To  {peak  the  grandeur  of  the  Saviour  God ; 
To  blaze  his  righteoufncfs  divine  abroad* 
His  view  of  every  facred  line  was  bright ; 
jEach  fcrmon  was  a  lamp  of  gofpel-light. 
The  holy  theme  was  trim'd  with  holy  bait  j 
Eadi  word  was  mafTy,  and  each  fentence  great. 
His  language  fliew'd  a  judgment  moft  profound, 
A  deph  too  great  for  common  lines  to  found. 
His  frame  was  ftill  divine,  his  Avords  exad  ; 
Saints  heard  the  voice  which  did  their  hearts  attra6:» 
An  holy  humble  courfe  of  life  he  fteer'd, 
That  alt  might  fee  the  doctrine  which  they  heard. 
His  prcfence  grave  did  rev'rence  great  command, 
And  crave  profound  refpefl:  from  every  hand. 
His  very  look  could  vanity  reclaim. 
His  countenance  put  levity  to  fhamev** 
A  difputant  moft  bold  for  truth  appear'd  ; 
And  'gainft  all  errors  conqu'ring  trophies  rear'd: 
*^  His  v/ords  gave  all  antagonifts  a  wound, 
**  Which  did  them  foon  convince,  or  foon  confound* 

«  HU 
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"  His  public  fpirit  was  of  fucih  a  pitch, 

**  That  few  in  zeal  for  God  were  found  fo  rich." 

Hark !  you  who  remind  him,  furcly  will  allow, 
That  grace  triumphant  fat  u^n  his  brow. 
Won't  you  confcfs  his  mind  \yas  much  rcfin'd, 
Beyond  the  common  mafs  of  human  kind  ? 
The  lovely  graces  in  his  boffom  found. 
Diffused  ambrofial  odours  all  around. 
His  lofty  mind,  ne'er  drench'd  in  earthly  things. 
With  eafe  could  mount  to  heav'n,  with  out-ftretchM 
Spy  out  the  glory  of  the  realms  of  light,  [wingy^: 

Unfold  the  grandeur  unto  mortal  fight. 
His  pious  foul,  framed  to  furmount  the  flcies. 
With  winning  charms  did  ftoop  to  vulgar  eyes ; 
Diffufe  that  knowledge  giv'n  him  from  above, 
To  all  mankind,  with  fervency  and  love. 
Heav'n  (till  indulgent  to  his  pious  mind, 
Difplay'd  her  glorious  rays  purely  refin'd. 
The  amazing  wonders  fhew'n  to  him  from  thence. 
He  could,  with  eafe,  to  others  foon  difpenfe. 
Thus  heav'n  and  earth  in  him,  did  joyful  meet  j 
Nature  and  grace  their  lovely  charms  unite* 

His  works  now  extent^,  happily  difplay. 
How  well  he  underftood  the  gofpel  way. 
Th'  attentive  reader  and  judicious  mind. 
In  ev'ry  page  may  a  rich  treafure  find,        » 
Thefe  volumes  elegant  contain  the  fcheme 
Of  gofpel  doftrine ;  his  beloved  theme. 
Chrift  is  the  theme,  whofe  robe  of  righteoufnefs. 
He  publifh'd,  as  the  faints  adorning  drefs. — 
To  form  juft  fentiments  of  this  great  man, 
'Tis  proper  carefully  his  works  we  fcan. 
There  we  will  find  both  law  and  gofpel  taught ; 
The  firft  to  rouze,  the  iaft  with  blifs  is  fraught. 
He  ftudy'd  firft  the  finnci's  cafe  to  fhew  ; 
And  then  prefents  the  balfam  to  his  view. 

*  Alluding  to  that  beautiful  edition  of  his  Pradical  Works,  ia 
two  volumes fblio,  ^nnied  annis  1764,  1765.      1 


From  Sinai's  moynt  he  founds  ?i  loud  alarm  j 
And  next  ppqr  fouls  with  gofpej-tiding^  charnj* 
He  could  the  faints  perplexities  well  trace, 
And  \xi  all  ftrait?  afford  them  great  folacc. 
Souls  cxercisM  cpnccrning  fin  or  grace, 
May  in  hi^  works  find  what  will  futc  their  cafe. 
There  he  propounds  and  folves  each  cafe  he  heard  j 
To  faints  a  mighty  cafuift  appeared. 

*  A  fkilful  counfellcr  in  each  dark  cafe  j 
A  hearty  fympathizcr  in  diftrefs. 

Was  ready  ftill  at  hand,  without  reaueft. 
To  ferve  the  fick,  and  fuccour  the  diflreft. 
His  dofirine  ev*ry  gloomy  fliade  difpell'd ; 
His  exhortations  more  and  more  excellM. 
This  minifterial  grace  to  him  was  given. 
To  leave  on  many  hearts  a  feal  of  heaven/ 

Death !  thou  devourer  of  the  human  race ! 
Muft  fuch  a  champion  great  to  thee  give  place ! 
May't  thee  fuffiee  fome  leffer  light  to  quell. 
Than  ftrikc  the  pillars  of  our  Ifrael  ? 
Muft  Erskine  too !  that  man  of  great  renown. 
Be  foird  by  thee,  and  to  the  dtift  brought  down  ? 
Muft  fuch  a  light,  that  blaz'd  fo  far  abroad. 
Be  made  to  yield  to  thy  fuperior  nod ! 
Muft  fuCh  a  Chriftian  herald  too  give  place. 
So  well  acquainted  both  with  law  and  grace  ? 
Divinely  taught  in  all  the  truths  of  God, 
And  did  with  freedom  publifh  them  abroad  ? 
Yes,  yes  !  He  muft! — He*s  gone! — Erjkineh  no  more ! 
Grini  death  hath  fnatch'd  him  to  the  diftant  ftxore ! — 
Thefe  hands,  elated  oft  to  heav*n  in  purity. 
All  filent  in  the  tomb  now  ftretchM  doth  ly. — 
Is't  poffible  for  our  rude  quill  to  tell, 
How  Scotland  fhook  when  this  great  pillar  fell  ? 

*  Hcav'n  fure  defign- d  by  fuch  a  dreadful  blow, 
^-      No  perfonal,  but  public  overthrow.    ^ 

Loi  now  his  death  has  hid  the  fulgent  light. 
And  wrapt  us  in  the  fliades  of  gloomy  night  1' — 

'      ^    Is  EagKiNE  dead!    No,  fure :   the  man  of  God  ftill 
Poffeffes  heav'n^  in  glory  ftill  furvivcs.  [lives 
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The  blifs  and  glory  he  proclaimed  around. 

Both  now  concentre  to  compofc  his  crgwn. 

Immortalized,  he  fhirtcs  above  Ac  iky ; 

Regard  with  heavenly  cheer  muft  fumptoufly. 

The  bleffed  JeftiS  in  thofe  region*  high^ 

He  views,  not  vailM ;  but  moft  Confpicoufly. 

Eternal  bleffednefs  he  reaps  in  ftore ; 

With  heav'nly  plealaresi  chcriih'd  cvertoore ; 

With  endlefe  wealth,  and  rightcoufnefs  divine,  ^ 

A  glorious  crown,  moft  btilliafttly.  t6  ihinc,  > 

He  now  enjoys,  with  robes  iflcA  pure  and  fine :  j 

Yea,  God  himfelf,  with  fulnefe  all-complete^    , 

Compofe  that  happirtefs  to  him  moft  fweet. 

Delightful  portion !  from  all  harm  fecure, 

RefrefliM  with  rivers  chryftaline  and  pure* 

Such  foul-delights  to  him  fhall  ever  laft  y 

Thefe  joys  for  which  he  did  fa  ftrongly  tbirft* 

An    ACROSTIC 

MUCH  famM  on.  eartl\,  renounM  for  piety ; 
A  midft  bright  feraphs  now  fings  chearfuUy. 
S  acred  thine  anthems  yield  much*  pleafure  here :   ' 
T  hefe  fongs  of  thine  do  truly  charm  the  ear  K 
E  ach  line  thou  wrotft  does  admiration  raife ; 
R  oufe  up  the  foul  to  true  feraphic  praife. 

R  eligioufly  thy  life  below  was  fpent : 

A  mazing  pleafures  now  thy  foul  content. 

L  ong  didft  thou  labour  in  the  church  below,  'y 

Pointing  out  Chrift,  the  Lamb  who  faves  from  wo,     > 

H  eav'n's  bleffednefs  on  fmners  to  bcftow.  j 

E  RSKINE  the  great!  whofe  pen  fpread  far  abroad,    . 

R  edeeming  love  ;  the  fole  device  of  God. 

S  ubftantial  themes  thy  thoughts  did  much  purfue ; 

K  ept  pure  the  truth,  efpousM  but  by  a  few. 

I  ntegrity  of  heart,  of  foul  feren^s ;  "y 

N  o  friend  to  vice,  no  cloke  to  the  profane  :  > 

E  mploy'd  thy  talents  to' reclaim  the  vain.  j 

^  Alluding  to  his  poetical  p\eces. 
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The  Co NCLusioN. 

Is  this  the  Man  whom  Hcav*n  defign'd. 
With  honours  full  to  load  ? 

With  what  enlivened  fouls  fliould  wc 
Adore  and  ferve  our  God  ? 

And  if  wc  would  thofe  bleffings  (hare, 
Which  makes  the  faints  rejoice  j 

All  vice  abftairi,  all  virtue  love, 

And  make  this  God  our  choice. 

Let  us  for  ever  blefs  the  name    , 

Of  this  exalted  King, 
That  any  of  the  human  tribe 

Heaven's  anthems  high  do  fing. 


Glasgow,  April? 
15th,  1765.     5 
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All  vice  abftairi,  all  virtue  love, 

And  make  this  God  our  choice. 

Let  us  for  ever  blefs  the  name    , 

Of  this  exalted  King, 
That  any  of  the  human  tribe 

Heaven's  anthems  high  do  fing. 
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(6.)  ThjC  impure  generation  delineated,  372 

87.)  Evidences  of  purity  condefcended  on,  380,  417 

8.)  The  mifery  of  thefe  who  are  impure  pointed  out,  411  . 

(9.)  Motives  adduced  to  excite  to  purity,  423 

(10.)  Directions  offered  how  to  attain  it,  433 

The  Third  doctrine  is,  That  felf-conceit  is  incident  to  a  multitude 
efprofejfors.    In  the  illuftration  of  which  propofition,  the  folio w- 
-.   ing  general  heads  of  method  are  handled,  viz. 

1.  The  truth  of  the  dodrine  cleared  from  fcripture  and  example,  44 1 

2.  The  nature  of  felf-conceit,  a  little  opened,  443 

3.  The  grounds,  caufes,  and  fpnngs  of  it,  enquired  into,         448 

4.  The  evil  of  it  pointed  out,  both  in  refpeCt  of  the  dnfulnefs  and 
dagger  of  it,  ^  453 

5.  Inferences  deduced  for  the  application  of  the  whole,  457 

SERMON         XVn. 
Non-conformiry  to  the  World  injoinecS^  or,  the  Evil 
and  Danger  of  Symbolizing  v«th*  the  Wicked,  o- 
pencd,  47^ 

Rom.  xii.  2.  Be  not  conformed  to  this  ivorld* 
The  connexion,  fcope,  and  explication  of  the  words  being  difcuffed, 
and  a  doctrinal  obfervation  laid  down,    the  following  heads  of 
method  are  proppfed, 
!•  To  prove  and  clear  the  truth  of  the  dodhrine,  479 

2.  To  enquire  what  it  is  in  the  world  we  are  not  to  be  conformed 
to.  485: 

3.  To  point  out  what  this  difconformity  to  the  world  imports,  484 

4.  To  aflSgn  the  reafons  why  we  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  the 
world,  4^5 

5.  The  application  of  the  fubjed  in  feveral  ufes,  49  5 
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S    E   R    M    ON      I.t 

The  Sword  of  Justice  awakened 
againft  God's  Fellow. 

2  E  C  H.  xlil.  7. 

Awake  J  0  /word,   againjl  my  Shepherd^   and  ngain/l 
the  man  that  is  my  Fdlow^  faith  the  Lord  afhofts. 

THIS  text,  Sirs,  is  a  very  wonderful  one,  ai 
ever  a  poor  mortal  man  preached  upon ;  for 
in  it  there  is  a  cloud,  a  black  cloud,  a  cloud 
of  divine  wrath  and  vengeance,  a  bloody  cloud,  thtt 
cloud  of  Chrill's  bleody  paflion  which  we  are  to  cele- 
brate the  memorials  of  thi§  day ;  but,  like  the  cloud 
that  led  Krael  in  the  wildernefs,  though  it  had  a  black 
fide  towards  Chrift,  yet  k  has  a  bright  'and  light  fide 
towards  all  the  Hfcel  of  God ;  for  this  cloud  of  blood 
diftills  in  a  Tweet  fltowcr  of  bleflings  unto  poor  fin- 
ners  :  there  is  a  light  in  this  cloud  wherein  we  may 
fee  God^   in  Chrijl^  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf. 

This  verfe  prefents  us  with  a  clear  prediAion  of  the 
fufferings  of  Chrift ;  and  the  difpofitiori  of  his  dif- 
cipks  thereupon ;  Smite  the  Shepherd,  and  the  Jheep 
jhull  he'fcattered;  and  I  will  turn  mine  hand  upon  the 
little  07ies  :  Which  our  Lord  exprefly  applies  to  him- 
felf,  and  his  difciples,  Mat.  xxvi.  31.  Mark  xiv.  27. 
So  that  we  need  not  ftand  to  enquire,  of  whom  the 

f  This  was  an  Adlion-fermon,  preached  immediately  before 
the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  fupper  at  Dunfermline,  July  3d, 
X7io.;  and  hath  now  undergone  three  impreflions. 
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prophet  here,  or  rather,  of  whom  God  here  fpeakd ; 
for,  the  words  of  our  text  are  the  words  of  God  the 
Father,  giving  orders  and  commilTion  to  the  fword  of 
his  juftice,  to  awake  agadnft  his  Son,  when  he  had 
undertaken  to  become  our  Surety. '  More  particularly, 
in  the  words  you  may  notice  thefe  three  things. 

1.  A  folemn  call  2Xid  fummons  given  to  God's  ven- 
geance, or  vindiftive  juftice,  ^o  rendezvous  its  forces, 
and  march  forth  in  battle  array,  in  all  circumftanccs 
of  terror;  Awake  ^  0  fword. 

2.  The  part'j  againft  whom  this  dreadful  battle  is 
proclaimccl,  this  terrible  fword  is  brandifhed ;  mull 
it  not  be  againft  fmners  ?  nay,  but  the  finner*s  Surety : 
againji  my  Shepherd^  and  againji  the  man  that  is  my 
Fellow:  not  againft  the  flieep,  but  th^  Shepherd^  not 
againft  a  Shepherd  Amply,  but  againft  my  Shepherd : 
not  againft  mankind,  but  a  man ;  not  againft  a  man 
fimply,  a  mere  man,  but  the  Man  that  is  my  Fellow; 
mine  equal. 

3.  By  whofe  orders^  or  at  whofe  injiance  this  fum- 
mons to  the  bloody  battle  is  given ;  why,  it  is  the 
i,ord  ofhofts  that  fays  it :  it  is  he  that  gives  the  com- 
miffion,  and  orders  the  fword  to  be  drawn. 

Now^  Xhit  fummons  is  very  awful.  Awake,  0  fword, 
againji  him :  if  he  will  be  a  Surety,  he  muft  be  a  fa- 
crifice ;    if  he  will  be  a  facrifice,   he  muft  be  flain ; 
for,  without  Jheddmg  of  blood,  there  n  no  remiffion.     It 
is  not  a  charge  to  a  rod  to  coritft  him,  but  to  a  fword 
to  flay  him ;  for,  MeJJiah,  the  Prince,  muft  be  cut  off, 
though  not  for  himfelf,  Dan.  ix.  26.  It  is  not  the  fword 
of  war  to  which  he  gives  this  charge,  that  he  may 
,  die  in  the  bed  of  honour ;  but  the  fword  of  juftice, 
that  he  may  die  as  a  criminal  upon  an  ignominious 
tree.     This  fword  muft  awake  againft  him ;  it  muft 
not  reft,  cannot  be  quiet  nor  fatisficd,  till  it  be  drunk 
in  bis  heart's  blood.     It  is  not  called  upon  to  awake 
and  fright  himj  but  to  awake  and  fmite  him.    Not 
.with  a  lazy,  drowfy  blow,  but  an  awakened  one ;  e- 
ven  a  horrible,  terrible  blow. 

The 
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The  party  agaiitft  whom  thciirord  is  called  to  aWake 
is  very  glorious  v  tbe  ddci^ption  of  him  here  is  vety 
magnificent ;  Awake  again^  my  Shepherd^  and  again/i 
the  man  that  is  my  Fellow :  defcribcd  in  his  office,  my 
Shepherd  ;^  in  his  perfoh,  God-man,  my  Fellow.  Men 
thurft  him  through  as  a  foolifh  (hepherd,  and  God 
thurfts  him  through  as  the  good  Shepherd,  as  his  own 
Shepherc|«  the  Shepherd  of  his  own  flock,  that  he 
might  purchafe  the  flock  of  God  with  his  own  blood* 
As  Mediator,  he  is  God's  Shepherd,  who  undertook 
to  feed  the  flock,  and  to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  iheep: 
and  agsusft  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow  ;  or,  the  man  my 
Fellow ;  the  man  who  is  God  as  well  as  man,  wha 
thought  it  no  fobbefy  to  be  equal  with  God* 

Finally^  The  JPatty  ffiving  thefe  orders  to  incenfed 
juiiice  to  awake  againft  him  is  as  wonderful ;  the  Lord 
rf  hq/is  ;  that  Jehovah  that  has  all  the  hofts  of  heaven, 
earth,  and  hell  at  his  call :  the  Lord  of  hofts ;  that  is, 
Jehovah,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  one  God, 
effentially  confidered,  giving  a  commiffion  to  infinite 
juflice  to  awake  agsdnft  the  fecond  Perfon  of  the  God- 
head, confidered  as  Surety  and  Mediator,  God-man. 

Now,  from  the  words  thus  fliortly  opened,  we 
might  obferve  many  dodrines,  but  I  confine  myfelf 
to  this  one,  namely ; 

Obser.  nat  by  fpecial  orders  from  Jehovah y  the 
great  God  ofhojilfthe  man  Chrijiy  his  Shepherd  and  Fel- 
hwj  did  fall  afacrifice  to  the  awakened  fword  of  infinite 
juftice.     Awake,  O  fword. 

When  nothing  among  the  creatures  could  be  found 
to  deliver  the  foul  of  the  finner,  from  going  down  to 
the  pit,  God  \i\mk\i  found  a  ranfom  ;  he  found  an  a- 
tonement.  Job  xxxiii.  24.  by  fetting  forth  Chrift  to 
be  t}^t  propitiation^  through  faith  in  his  bloody  to  declare 
his  righteoii/hefsy — that  be  might  be  jufi^  and  the  jujlijier 
of  him  that  believeth  in  Jefusy  Rom.  iii.  25,  26'.  We 
fihful  creatures,  both  minifters  and  people,  fliould  all 
have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  fword  of  God^s  wrath  and 
vengeance  for  ever,  becaufe  of  our  fins:  but  behold 
D  2  he 
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he  fifids  a  ranfom ;  hcNfcu  forth  Chrift  to  be  the  pro* 
pitiation.  Whenever  he  lii  fet  forth,  the  fword  falfe 
upon  him,  and  awakes  agdnft  him  who  was  the  Shep- 
herd, that  the  Iheep  might  efcape. 

I  might  here  premife  many  ufeful  particulars  pr6« 
fuppofed  in  this  doftrine,  namely ^  That  it  fuppofes  a 
covenant  rf  works  broken^  and  fo  juftice  inraged  againft 
men :  A  covenant  6f  redemptim  made;  a  counfel  of  peace 
between -Jehovah  and  Chrift,  for  man's  relief:  and, 
which  I  reckon  miich  the  fame  with  the  former,  a  co^ 
tenant  of  grace  ejlablijhed  in  Chriji  ;  he  engaging  ta 
fulfil  the  condition  of  the  covenant  of  works,  which  we 
had  broken  \  to  obey  the  law,  which  we  had  tranf- 
greffed  ;  to  fatisfy  the  juftice,  which  we  had  offended  ; 
to  bear  the  wrath,  which  we  had  incurred ;  where- 
upon the  fword  of  the  Lord  awakes  againft  him,  and 
^11  the  fquadrons  of  enraged  fury  march  forth  againft 
him,  with  infinite  horror  and  terror :  Awake^  Ofword^ 
againjl  my  Shepherd. — But  omitting  all  that  might  be 
fuppofed,  aud  prefuppofcd  to  this  doftrine,  I  fliall  en- 
deavour to  confine  myfclf  as  clofely  as  poffible  to  the 
feveral  parts  of  the  text  and  dodhrine,  by  profecuting 
k  in  the  following  method ;  namely, 

I.  To  enquire  into  the  charaSler  of  the  pcrfon  againft 
whom  this  fword  does  awake. 

II.  The  nature  and  quality  of  thi^  fword  that  did  a* 
wake  againft  him*  • 

m.  ii?wthis  fword  did  awake  againft  him;  by 
fliewing  what  may  be  imported  in  this  expreffion, 
Awake^  0  fword. 

IV.  What  fpecial  hand  the  Lord  Jehovah^  the 
Lord  of  nofts,  had  in  ordering  or  calEng  of  this. 
fwo^d  to  awake  againft  this  glorious  perfon. 

V.  The  reafons  of  the  doftrine,  why  the  Lord  of 
hofts  ordered  the  fword  of  juftice  to  awake  a- 
gainft  his  Shepherd,  and  the  man  that  is  his 
Fellow. 

VI.  Draw  fome  inferences  for  the  appHcation  of 
the  whole^  in  ^  fuita^blenefs  to  the  work  of  the 
ds^y. 

L  Who 
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L  Who  is  this  that  the  fword  of  juftice  muft  awake 
againft  ?  The  charafler  of  the  perfon  is  very  great 
and  glorious,  in  the  word^  of  our  text.  My  Shepherd^ 
the  man  that  is  my  Fellow ;  that  is,  in  fhort,  God- 
man  Mediator ;  for,  being  here  defcribed  in  his  per- 
fon and  office,  I  fliall  touch  a  little  at  both  in  the  fol- 
lowing order. 

I.  His  divine  nature,  as  God's  Fellow.  2.  His 
human  nature,  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow.  3.  The 
conjunftion  of  both  thefe  in  one  perfon,  T%e  man 
that  IS  my  Fellow.  4.  His  mediatorial  office,  my  Shep^ 
herd. 

iji^  Confider  this  account  we  have  of  his  divine 
nature ;  my  fellow,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofis.  Let 
Arians  and  Socinians  blafpheme  thiS  wonderful  per- 
fon, here  is  an  article  of  our  creed,  that  Chrift  is  God's 
Fellow,  God's  equal.  Who  being  in  the  form  of  Gody 
thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God :  and  there- 
fore he  himfelf  fays,  John  x.  30.  I  and  my  Father  are 
one.  But  here  confider,  i.  Wherein  he  is  God's  Fel- 
low :  and,  2.  Why,  as  our  Redeemer,  it  behoved  him 
to  be  God's  Fellow. 

I.  Wherein,  or  in  whatr^^^  is  he  God's  Fellow? 
I  anfwer.  He  is  God's  Fellow,  not  as  he  is  Mediator, 
taking  upon  him  the  form  ofafervant^  and  becoming 
the  Father* s  fervant  in  the  work  of  our  redemption  j 
but  he  is  God's  Fellow  in  thefe  fix  refpefts. 

( I .)  He  is  God's  Fellow  in  point  of  nature  and  ejfencc  ; 
Chrift  is  God  effentially,  as  well  as  the  Father,  and 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  though  perfonally  diftind  from  both ; 
for,  neither  the  Father  nor  the  Holy  Ghoft  were  incar- 
nate, or  took  on  our  nature,  but  Chrift  the  fecond  perfon 
of  the  glorious  Trinity:  who,  though  perfonally 
diftinft,  yet  is  effentially  one  with  the  Father  and 
Spirit,  John  \.  i.  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word^  and 
the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  word  was  God :  And 
it  is  fure  there  is  but  one  God,  Deut.  vi.  4.  Hear,  O 
Ifraelj  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord,  one  Jehovah. 
I  Cor.  viii  4.  In  Chrift  our  Redeemer  dwells  all  the 
fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily.  Col.  ii.  9.  T^hcre  are  three 

that 
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that  bear  record  in  heaven^  the  Father y  the  Ward^  and 
the  tioly  Gbojiy  and  thefe  three  are  one^  i  Jc^.y.  7, 
amd  in  the  penult  verfe  of  that  chapter.  We  know  thai 
the  Son  rf  God  is  come^  and  has  given  us  an  underhand*- 
ing  to  know  him  that  is  true  ;  and  we  are  in  him  that  u 
true,  even  in  his  Son  Jefus  Chri/i:  this  is  the  true 
Gody  and  eternal  life. 

(2.)  He  is  God's  Fdlow  in  point  ol property  ;  even 
in  all  his  eflential  properties,  which  is  much  thie  fame 
with  the  former.  Is  God  omnipotent  ?  fo  is  Chrift ; 
he  is  the  wonderftd  counfellor^  the  mighty  God.  Is  G6d 
omniprefent  ?  fo  is  Chrift  'y  Lo  I  am  with  you  always^ 
to  the  end*  of  the  world.  Is  God  omnifcient?  fo  is 
Chrift ;  T^hou  that  knoweji  all  things y  knoweji  that  I 
love  theey  fays  Peter.  Is  God  mKhangeable  ?  fb  is 
Chrift ;  Hhe fame  yejter day  y  to-day  y  and  for  ever.  Is  God 
eternal ?  fo  is  Chrift ;  Before  Abraham  was^  I  am: 
He  is  the  King  etemaly  immorfaly  the  only  wife  God. 
He  is  God's  Fellow  in  all  thefe  refpeOs. 

(3.)  He  is  God's  Fellow  in  point  of  will  tnd  ^oH'^ 
fent ;  what  the  Father  wills,  Chrift  wills  :  hence  it 
was  his  meet  and  drink  to  do  his  Father^ s  willy  who 
fent  him ;  /  delight  to  do  thy  willy  0  my  God.  It  is 
true,  as  man,  he  had  a  wiU.diftindk  from  his  will  as 
God,  and  fo  diverfe  from  the  Father's  will ;  though 
yet  this  did  ad  ftill  in  fubordination  to  the  will  <rf 
God ;  hence  when  the  bitter  cup  is  put  to  his  mouthy 
he  prays,  0  my  Father y  if  it  be  thy  will  let  this  cuppafs 
from  me :  nevertbelefs  not  my  willy  -  but  thine  be  donf : 
yet,  as  God,  his  will  is  one,  and  the  feme  with  the 
Father's  will. 

(4,)  He  is  God's  Fellow  in  point  of  work ;  John. 
V.  17.  My  Father  workethhithertOy  and  I  work.  Chrift's 
works  are  not  only  Uke  unto  the  Father's,  but  the 
fame  in  fubftance,  as  flowing  from  one  and  the  fame 
cfence  and  power ;  for.  What  things  foever  the  Father 
dot  by  thefe  alfo  doth  the  Son  likewifey  Jphn  v.  19.  He 
ads  not  as  an  inftruiAent^.fubordmate ;-  but,  as  there 
is  an  unity  in  the  work,^fo  alfo  in  the  manner  of  it ; 
by  the  fame  power,  wifdom,:  liberty,  and  authority ; 

only 
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tSbif  ^  order  of  operation  being  obferired : ,  and  we 
fijDA  all  the  works  proper  to  God,  afcribed  to  Chrift  ; 
flngreation.  All  things  were  made  by  him :  Ptdervatioi^ 
^l/hldmg  aU  things  by  the  ward  af  ht$  power  :  Re- 
dijbiption ;  the  donation  of  the  Spirit ;  raifihg  lumfeff 
flom  the  dead ;  (he  inftitution  of  ordinances  and  offibes 
in  his  church ;  tnd  the  judging  the  world :  in  all  thefe 
he  is  God's  Fellow. 

(5,)  He  is  God'«  Fellow  in  point  of  honour  and  «w- 
Jhip :  all  men  are  to  honour  the  Son^  even  as  they  bor 
mar  ihe  Father  ;  they  are  to  believe  in  him,  Te  believe 
in  God  J  believe  alfo  in  ^^,  John  xiv.  !•;  they  arc  to 
liopc  and  truft  in  him,  Kifs  the  Son^  lejl  he  be  angry ^  ^ 
and  ye  perijhfrom  the  way*  If  once  bis,  wrath  begin  to 
burn  J  bleffed  are  all  tbey  that  truft  in  binu 

'  (6.)  He  is  God's  Fdlow  in  poiiit  of  happinefs  and 
felicity y  Rom.  ix.  5.    Cf  whom,   concerning  the  flefh^ 
Chrift  came^  who  is  over  ally  God  blejfedfor  ever^  Amem 
As  he  was  bleffed  and  happy  from  all  eternity  in  his 
Father's '  boffom,  being  ever  by  him^  tod  brought  t^ 
with  hinij  and  being  daily  his  delight ;  rejoicing  always 
before  him ;  and  rejoicing  in  the  habitable  parts  of  the 
earthy  and  his  delights  with  the  Jons  of  men^  Prov.  viii. 
30,  31. :  So  he  ever  was,  and  will  be,  bleffed  with  him. 
It  is  true,  there  was  a  time  when  the  Son  of  God  was 
humbled ;  when  this  God,  bleffed  for  ever,  became 
a  curfe  for  us ;  but  notwithftanding,  his  effential  glory 
was  never  diminiflicd ;  as  God,  he  was  as  happy  and 
bleffed  on  the  crofs,   and  in  the  grave,   as  ever  he 
was. — Well,  thus,   as  Gody   is  he  every  way  God's 
FeHow.     O !  how  fearfully  was  he  humbled !  God's 
Fellow,  and  yet  a  babe,  a  fervant,  a  fufferer.  a  facri- 
fice  to  the  awakened  fword  of  juftice.    The  Governor 
of  all  becomes  a  fubjefl: :  fhould  an  emperor  become 
a  fly,*  it  would  not  be  fuch  a  humiliation.     O !  how 
fadly  was  the  world  miftaken  about  Chrift,  that  took 
hiin  to  be  a  bafe  fellow,  a  pitiful  fellow !  but  little  did 
they  know  that  he  was  God's  Fellow.     O !  how  glo- 
rious is  the  love  of  Chrift  to  dinners !  God's  Fellow 
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receiving  the  ftroak  of  the  fword  of  divine  j 
their  room. 

a.  Why  he  behoved  to  be  God's  Fellow  that 
our  Redeemer  ?  It  was  neceffary  that  our  R 
Ihould  be  God's  Fellow ; 

(i.)  In  regard  of  merif :  his  obedienoc  to  the  de; 
could  not  be  fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  liyf  and  the  Law* 

Siver }  to  be  a  full  ranfom,  and  a  full  pricc^of  rc- 
emption,  if  it  had  not  been  truly  and  properly  meri- 
torious ;  and  this  it  could  not  be,  if  he  had  not  been 
God's  equal,  as  well  as  man.  Our  fins  were  an  infi- 
nite evil,  and  God's  juftice  required  infinite  fatisfafti- 
on :  now,  there  could  be  no  fatisfaSion,  of  infinity 
value ;  but  by  a  perfon  of  infinite  value ;  and  there 
is  no  fuch  perfon,  but  God:  and  therefore  our  Re- 
deemer muft  be  God's  equal,  otherwife  he  could  not 
give  the  fatisfaftion  required.  T 

(2.)  In  regard  of  power :  our  Redeemer  muft  be 
fuch  an  one  as  could  go  through  all  the  difficulties 
that  lay  in  the  way  of  redemption,  triumphing  over  all 
oppofition  from  God,  men,  and  devils,  from  heaven, 
earth,  and  hell.  The  weakeft  of  thefe  were  too 
ftrong  for  human  nature ;  therefore  that  otir  Re- 
deemer might  overcome  death,  bind  the  ftrong  man, 
break  down  the  gates  of  hell,  cut  in  funder  the  bar  of 
fin,  he  muft  be  God  as  well  as  man,  even  God's  e* 
qual,  God's  fellow.  And  that  he  might  be  able  for 
the  application,  as  well  as  the  impetration  of  man's 
redemption,  not  only  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoji^  all 
them  that  come  to  God  through  hiniy  but  able  to  draw 
poor  ftubborn  fouls  to  himfclf,  by  his  own  power,  and 
make  them  willing. 

(3.)  Our  Redeemer  muft  be  God's  Fellow  in  regard 
of  the  dignity  of  the  work  :  his  honour  and  dignity,  in 
being  a  Redeemer  and  Mediator  between  God  and 
men,  was  too  great  for  any  .creature,  fuppofing  any 
creature  had  been  able  for  it ;  this  crown  of  glory  was 
not  fitting  for  any  mere  creature's  head.  An  office 
of  dignity,  on  an  unworthy  perfon,  is  moft  unfuitable : 
this  dignity  was  fo  great,   that  even  Chrift  himfelf, 

thouoh 


though  God's  f  qual,  might  not  take  it  upoit  him,  till 
he  was  called  to  it  of  God,  Hcb.  v.  4,  5. 

(4.)  Our  Redeemer  muft  be  God's  Fellow,  in  regard 
dFt|ie  covenant  of  ^race^  which  was  the  ground-wofk 
and  foundation  ot  aU :  fmce  our  Redeemer  was  to 
make  a  covenant  with  God  for  us,  it  was  neceflary 
that  h€  fliould  be  with  God  at  the  making  of  it,  and 
know  the  depths  of  God's  counfel  in  it,  and  perfeftly 
know  for  whom  he  was  to  fatisfy,  and  upon  what  con- 
dition. Now,  this  covenant  being  as  antient  as  eter- 
nity $  and  feeing  God  fliould  have  our  Redeemer  by 
him,  to  conclude  the  covenant  and  bargaiil  with  him, 
who  of  all  the  creatures  were  capable  of  this  ?  "  who, 
of  all  the  creatures  have  known  the  mind  of  the  Lord^ 
and  being  his  counfellor  have  taught  him  ?  God  might 
have  faid  to  all  tne  creatures,  as  to  Job,  in  another 
cafe.  Job  xxxviii.  4.  Where  waft  thou  when  I  Jajd 
the  foundations  cf  the  earth  f  Where  Were  you  when  the 
plot  of  redemption  was  laid  ?  when  the  names  of  my 
redeemed  ones  were  put  in  the  book  of  life  ?  But 
our  Redeemer  was  then  by  him^  Prov.  viii.  30-  He  be- 
comes our  evetlafting  Father  5  begetting  us,  with  the 
Father,  in  the  womb  of  eternal  cleftion. 

(5.)  Our  Redeemer  muft  be  God's  Fellow  in  regard 
of  the  place  he  was  to  have  in  the  covenant,  with  re- 
fpe^  to  God :  who  among  all  mere  creatures  was  fit  to 
have  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth  committed  to 
him  ?  Power  to  bequeath  fuch  bleffings  as  peace,  par- 
don, recontiliation,  juftification,  and  eternal  life  j 
power  by  his  blood  to  confirm  and  eftablilh  all  the 
promifes  of  the  covenant  ?  Chrift  Jefus  did,  through 
the  eternal  Spirit,  (that  is,  his  Godhead,)  offer  up 
himfelf,  without  Jpot  to  God;,  and  then  the  apoftle  in- 
fers, for  this  caufe,  he  is  tlje  Mediator  of  the  new  tefta- 
ment :  yea,  Chrift  was  to  be  Surety  of  this  teftamcnt ; 
Surety  for  God  to  us  ;  to  make  out  all  the  bleffings 
and  promifes  of  the  covenant  to  us  ;  and  Surety  for 
us  to  God,  to  fatisfy  law  and  juftice  in  our  room  ;  what 
creature  was  able  to  do  this  ?  or  if  any  creature  fliouU 
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be  fuppofcd  to  be  able,  was  it  fit  that  God  fhould  put 
ftich  a  truft  in  any  creature  ?  No. 

(6.)  Our  Redeemer  muft  be  God's  Fellow  in  regard 
of  the  place  he  was  to  have  with  refped  to  us :  our  Re- 
deemer muft  be  the  objed  of  our  faith  and  love;  what 
creature  in  heaven,  or  in  earth,  could  be  a  fufficiciM: 
prop  and  foundatfoii  for  our  faith  ?  Had  any  mere 
creature  undertaken  to  be  bur  Redeemer,  we  could 
inever  fully  have  depended  upon  him,  but  would  si- 
ways  been  afraid  he  had  mifcarried :  therefore  it  was 
requifite  to  quiet  dur  fears,  that  our  Redeemer  ihould 
be  God's  Fellow;  fee  Ifa.  xxxv.  3.  He  is  God^  there* 
fore  fear  not :  our  hearts  could  never  have  been  at  full 
reft  otherwife.  I  remember,  when  ffrael  were  going 
through  the  wildernefe,  they  were  to  meet  with  much 
oppofition  ;  God  promifes  to  "fend  an  angel  with  them; 
it  is  faid,  all  the  people  mourned  for  thefe  evil  tidingr^ 
that  God  himfelf  would  not  go  up ;  yea,  Mofes  him- 
felf  was  fearful  of  the  mifmanagement  of  a  mere  an- 
gel ;  therefore  fays  Mofes,  ff"  thou  go  not  with  us,  car* 
ry  us  not  up  hence,  Exod.  xxxiii.  2,  3,  4,  15.  Afld 
again,  ver.  12.  ^ou  hajl  not  let  me  know  whom  thou 
wilt  fe7td*  They  thought  his  fending  of  an  angel,  was 
as  good  as  his  fending  none  at  alL  Thus,  you  fee, 
people's  fears  would  never  be  quieted  by  the  govern-^ 
ment  of  an  angel^  though  one  of  them  was  able  to 
deftroy  a  whole  hoft  in  one  night :  even  fo,  our  hearts 
could  never  be  at  reft,  though  God  fent  an  angel  for 
our  deliverance !  therefore  God  fent  his  own  Son, 
his  Fellow,  that  he  might  fully  truft  him^  and  depend 
upon  him ;  that  we  might  plape  all  our  fatisfadlion  in 
him,  as  a  full  portion,  lb  as  tofeek  no  further. — ^Thus 
you  fee,  he  is  God's  Fellow ;  and  why,  as  our  Re- 
deemer, he  behoved  to  be  fo. 

idly,  Confider  the  account  we  have  of  his  human 
nature.  The  man  that  is  my  Fellow.  Here  I  would 
fliew  you,  I.  What  kind  of  a  man  Chrift  became. 
2.  Why  our  Redeemer  behoved  to  he  a  man. 

I.  What  kind  of  a  man  he  become?  Why,  7J^ 
Word  was  made  fcjh,  aiid  dwelt  among  us ;  Great  is 

the 
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the  myi/iery  of  godlinefs^  God  manifejied  in  theflejh  :  He 
took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels  y  butthe  feed  of  Ahra-^ 
bam.     More  particularly, 

(i.)  He  was  a  poor  man;  a  man  very  poor  and 
mean  in  outward  refpefts :  poor  in  his  birth ;  he  was 
npt  born  of  a  queen,  nor  laid  in  a  palace ;  but  born 
of  a  poor  virgin,  and  laid  in  a  manger :  He  was  poor 
in  his  life ;  feveral  people  minijired  to  him  of  their  fub^ 
ftance :  yea.  The  foxes  had  holes j  and  the  birds  of  the 
air  had  nefis^  but  the  fon  of  man  had  not  where  to  lay 
bis  bead*  Though  he  was  rich^  yet  for  our  fakes  he  be^ 
came  poor.  Let  not  poor  people  quarrel  at  their  lot ; 
Chriffi,  God's  equal,  was  a  poor  man, 

(2,)  He  was  a  difireffed  man;  A  man  of  furrows  ^ 
and  acquainted  with  griefs  :  a  man  of  the  fame  infir- 
mities with  us,  except  finful  ones  :  In  all  things  it  be- 
boved  him  to  be  like  unto  his  brethren  ;  that  he  might  be 
a  merciful  and  faithful  High'priejiy  Heb.  ii.  17.;  and. 
He- was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are^  yet  without 
fin^  Heb.  iii.  15.  Hd  was  hungry,  thirfly,  weary, 
tempted,  afflifted,  and  every  way  diflreifed.  Let  no 
difireffed  perfop  think  it  flrange  that  they  are  fo,  fince 
God's  Fellow  was  a  difireffed  man, 

(3,)  He  was  a  true  man ;  he  had  a  true  body  and  a 
reafonaWe  foul :  his  body  was  nailed  to  the  tree  ;  they 
*  pierced  his  hands  and  his  feet :  his  foul  was  exceed- 
ing forrowful,  even  unto  death.  As  man  he  went 
through  all  the  ages  of  men ;  firfl,  he  was  conceived ; 
then,  he  was  a  babe ;  next,  a  youth ;  and  at  lafl,  came 
to  the  perfeQ:  flature  of  a  man.     But, 

(4.)  He  was  a  good  man,  an  holy  man ;  immacu- 
late  was  the  conception  of  the  holy  child  Jefus :  we 
come  defiled  into  the  world,  but  Chrifl  brought  no 
fin  into  the  world  with  him ;  and  all  the  devils  could 
not  make  him  fin  ;  for,  The  prince  of  this  world  could 
find  nothing  in  him^  either  of  original  or  adual  fin : 
.He  was  made  fin  for  us^  who  knew  no  fin  ;  but  was 
holy^  harmlefs^  undefiled^  and  feperate  from  fitnners. 
Never  was  there  fuch  an  holy  man  upon  earth :  fee 
Heb.  V.  7.  He  was  hcard^  in  that  he  feared ;  or,  he 
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was  heard  for  his  piety  and  holimfs.  Since  Adam  fcB, 
never  was  there  a  man  but  this,  that  was  heard  and 
accepted  of  God  for  his  own  piety  arid  holincfs. 

(5.)  He  was  a  wife  man  the  wifeft  man  that  ever 
was :  Solomon  was  very  wife,  but  behold,  a  wife* 
than  Solomon  is  here.  He  anfwercd  the  learned  doc- 
tors, to  their  amazement,  when  he  was  twelve  years 
old :  Yea,  all  that  hdard  him  were  aftoniftied  at  his 
underftanding  and  anfwers,  Luke  ii.  47.  And  ibme- 
times  afked  queftions  to  which  no  man  was  able  to 
anfwer  a  word,  nor  durft  a(k  him  any  more  qttejiicns^ 
Mat.  xxii.  46.  and  no  wonder,  for  he  was  the  power 
cf  God^  and  the  wifdom  of  God  ;  and  in  him  are  hid  aH 
the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge :  and  hence  he 
revealed  the  glorious  truths  that  were  before  conceal* 
ed.    He  was  a  wife  man  indeed.     Yet, 

(6.)  He  was  ?i  mortal  man  as  we  are,  and  he  aftual- 
ly  died  as  we  muft ;  he  was  put  to  a  painful  and  (hame- 
ful  death ;  and^his  curfed  death,  which  yet  we  may 
call  his  bleffed  death,  we  are  to  commemorate  this^ 
day.  This  man  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  awakened  fword 
of  mfinite  juftiee  ;  the  Shepherd  was  fmittcn  and  flain, 
for  he  was  a  mortal  man ;  *  if  it  be  lawful  to  call  him  a 
^  man,'  as  Jofephus,  a  Jew,  faid.     For, 

In  a  word,  he  is  a  wonderful  man  5  to  all  eternity 
his  name  fhall  be  called  wi>nderfuly  Ifa.  ix.  6.  This 
wonderful  man  is  our  peace-maker  with  God ;  This^ 
vianjlmll  be  the  peace  when  the  Affyrian  comet h  into  our 
land.  This  wonderful  man  is  our  only  covert  from 
the  furious  ftorm  of  divine  wrath ;  A  man  fhall  be  an 
hiding-place  from, the  fiorm^  and  a  covert  from  the  tem^ 
peji.     But, 

2.  Why  muft  our  Redeemer  he  a  man  f  Why,  for 
the  following  rcafons, 

(i.)  He  muft  be  a  man  in  regard  of  the  tranfa^ion 
between  the  Fatherland  the  Son.  Not  only  was  God*§ 
truth  engaged  in  the  promife,  that  the  feed  of  the  wo- 
man ftiould  be  fent ;  that  to  tts  a  child  fhotdd  be  born^ 
torn  a  Son  given^  and  that  a  virgin  (hould  bring  forth 
^fon^^  and  call  his  name  Immanuely    God  with  iis^  God 
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in  our  nature  ;  and  not  only  was  God,  in  his  infinite 
wifdom,  rcfolved,  in  the  weakncfe  of  our  nature,  to 
perfcd  his  own  ftrength,  and  get  the  greater  glory  J 
and  that  as  by  one  manU  difobedience^  many  were  made 
Jinners  ;  fo  by  the  obedience  ofone^  many  Jhould  be  made 
righteous  ;  but'  alfo,  it  being  agreed  between  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son,  in  the  covenant  of  redemption,  or 
grace,  that  the  Son  fhould  offer  up  a  iacrifice  for  us  ; 
it  was  alfo  agreed,  that  there  muft  be  fomewhat  to 
cffery  Heb.  viii.  3.  Somewhat  of  greater  value  than  all 
the  world ;  for,  nothing  could  be  a  fufficient  facrificc 
for  the  expiation  of  fin.  If  Chrift  had  not  been  man, 
he  could  have  had  nothing  to  offer  up  as  a  fecrifice  to 
God :  God  himfelf  provided  a  facrifice,  as  he  did  a 
ram  in  the  room  of  Ifaac :  Sacrifice  and  cffering  thou 
nvouldji  not ;  a  body  haji  thou  prepared  me.  This  body, 
this  facrifice^  was  provided  in  the  counfel  of  peace ; 
and  being  Aus  provided,  Chrifl;  comes  chearfuUy 
to  oflfer  it,  Lc,  /  come  ;  I  delight  to  do  thy  willy  0  my 
God. 

(2.)  He  muft  be  a  man  in  regard  of  us ;  he  would 
not  have  redeemed  us,  if  according  to  the  law,  the 
right  of  redemption  had  not  belonged  to  hifti  as  our 
kinfman,  Lev.  xxv.  25.;  and  being  man,  he  is  fit  to 
communicate  to  us  the  things  of  God  in  fuch  a  way, 
as  we  are  capable  to  receive.  If  God  fhould  appear  to 
us  immediately,  in  his  terrible  glory,  we  would  be 
afraid  of  him,  as  Ifrael  were,  and  run  away  from 
him;  and  hide  ourfelves,  as  Adam  did:  yea,  thus 
we  have  a  merciful  High-prieft,  that  is  touched  with 
the  feeling  of  our  infirmities.  As  man  he  had  expe- 
rience of  our  affliftions :  are  we  forrowful  ?  fo  was 
he  ;  Sorrowful  J  even  unto  death  :  are  we  grieved  ?  he 
was  acquainted  with  grief:  are  we  in  poverty  ?  fo  was 
he :  are  we  fmitten  ?  fo  was  he :  are  we  deferted  ?  fo 
was  he :  having  a  natural  fibnefs  to  us,  being  bone  of 
our  bone,  and  flefh  of  our  flefh. 

(3.)  He  muft  be  a  man  in  regard  of  jufiice :  jufticc 
required  that  the  fame  nature  that  fmned  fhould  be 
punifhed  for  fin,  and  make  fatisfaftion  for  fin.    Gpd 
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faid,  Tb^foul that Jinnetbjhall die:  now,  die  we  muft, 
cither  in  our  own  perfons,  or  in  our  Surety,  in  our 
own  nature.  If  any  angel  had  fulfilled  the  law,  what 
had  that  been  to  us  ?  if  any  angel  had  fuffered  God's 
wrath,  what  had  that  been  to  us,  to  man  ?  Though 
God  allowed  the  change,  or  commutation  of  perfonsi 
yet  not  the  commutation  of  natures ;  the  fame  nature 
that  finned  muft  fuifer. 

(4.)  He  muft  be  a  man  in  refped  of  the  devil;  the 
devil  conquered  man,  and  man  muft  conquer  the  devil : 
Satan  muft  be  foiled  by  the  fame  nature  that  was  foiled 
by  him ;  The  feed  of  the  woman  muji  bridje  the  head  rf 
the  ferpent.  For  this  caufe^  therefore^  the  Son  of  God 
was  manifejied  in  our  flejhy  that  he  might  de/iroy  the 
works  of  the  deviL 

(5.)  He  muft  be  man  in  regard  of  Jin^  which  muft 
be  cured  by  the  contrary  antidote.  Our  fin  was  pride. 
Gen.  iii.  5. :  being  but  men  we  defired  to  be  gods ; 
theteforethe  cure  is  by  humility,  wherefore.  Gdd  be- 
comes man.  Man  broke  the  law,  and  man  muft  keep 
the  lawi;  by  our  fin  we  tranfgreffed  the  boundaries  of 
God's  law ;  Chrift,  therefore,  is  made  of  a  woman^ 
made  under  the  law.  Sin  defaced  the  glory  of  God, 
therefore  he  who  is  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory ^ 
and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon^  becomes  of  no  repu- 
tation ;  and  comes  in  the  form  of  a  fervant.  Sin  is  a 
Deicide,  ftriking  at  the  being  of  God,  feeking  his 
life ;  therefore  he  that  had  a  life  equal  with  God's, 
laid  down  his  life,  for  the  fatisfadion  of  this  wrong. 
Awake^  Ofword^  againji  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow. 

(6.)  He  muft  be  a  man  in  regard  of  pajfability  or 
fufferings;  Withtmt  fuffering^  or  jhading  of  bloody  there 
was  no  remijjion.  He  that  will  fave  us  then,  muft  die 
for  us,  and  flied  his  blood  for  us  ;  which  he  could 
not  do,  had  he  been  merely  Qod  j  For  God  is  a  Spirit.- 
He  becomes  man,  that  he  may  be  in  cafe  to  enter  the 
lifts  with  juftice :  juftice  could  not  get  at  him  with  one 
ftroak  J  but  as  foon  as  he  was  man,  then,  Awake^  0 
fword^  againji  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow^  faith  the  Lord 
rf  bojisi    But,  why  could  not  the  fword  of  juftice  a- 

wake 
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^vake  againft  him  till  he  was  man  ?  Why,  as  God,  (in 
could  not  get  hold  of  him ;  and  fo  juftice  coidd  not 
get  a  hit  of  him  for  fm ;  the  law  could  not  challange 
him ;  the  curfe  could  riot  reach  him :  but  whenever 
he  becomes  man,  our  Surety,  then  they  all  flee  about 
him ;  and  compafs  him  about  like  bulls  of  Baihan. 
As  he  becomes  man  for  us,  he  becomes  fin  for  us ; 
and  then  he  lay  open  to  the  curfe ;  and  juftice  took 
him  by  the  throat ;  the  fword  awaked.  When  Chrift 
few  the  d<«eadful  fword  of  wrath,  that  was  to  be  thruft 
through  his  heart,  indeed  it  put  the  man  to  his  knees. 
Father^  let  this  cup  pafs  from  me  ;  the  human  nature 
trembled,  and  fwate  great  drops  of  blood,  in  his  pro- 
leptic  agony :  However,  the  man  was  God  -  as  well 
as  man ;  and  therefore  he  wrefUed  through.  T\m 
might  lead  me, 

j^dly^  To  (hew  you  the  need  of  his  being  both  God 
and  man  in  one  per/on :  The  man^.  God*s  Fellow.  The 
caufe  of  God,  and  the  caufe  of  man  is  referred  to 
Chrift ;  therefore  he  partakes  of  both  natures,  that 
he  may  be  faithful  to  God,  and  merciful  to  man :  a  fit 
Mediator  between  God  and  man,  to  lay  his  hand  upon 
both  parties,  while  he  partakes  of  both  natures. — 
Our  Redeemer  muft  be  both  fubjed  to  the  law,  and 
fulfil  the  law  meritorioufly :  now,  if  jhe  had  not  been 
man,  he  could  not  be  fubjeft  to  the  law ;  smd  if  he 
had  not  been  God,  he  could  not  have  merited  by  ful- 
filling the  law ;  but  now,  being  God-man,  by  his  o- 
bcdience,  he  hath  magnified  the  law^  and  made  it  ho* 
nourable. — Our  Redeemer  was  to  give  his  loul  an  of- 
fering for  fin :  now,  if  he  had  not  been  man,  he 
could  not  have  had  a  foul  to  oflFcr ;  if  he  had  not  been 
God,  his  foul  could  not  have  upheld  itfelf ;  but  muft 
have  died  when  his  foul  was  exceeding  forrowful  even 
unto  death :  but  now,  his  divine  nature  did  fupport 
his  human  body,  and  his  human  foul,  under  the 
weight  of  that  burden  which  would  have  crufhed  a 

world  of  men  and  angels. Our  Redeemer  muft 

both  fuffer  and  fatisfy :  now,  if  he  had  not  been  man, 
he  could  not  have  fufFered ;  and  if  he  had  not  been 
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God,  he  could  not  have  given  fatisfa&ion  by  hia  {\j£* 
ferings :  but,  being  God-man,  his  fufferings  are  dig* 
nified  with  infinite  value  and  virtue.  —Our  Redeemer 
inuft  both  die  for  us,  and  conquer  death :  now,  if  he 
had  not  been  man,  he  could  not  have  died ;  and  there*' 
fore  he  took  on  our  nature,  that  he  might  tajie  death 

for  every  man :  if  he  had  not  been  God,  he  could  not 
have  deftroyed  death,  conquered  death ;  but  now,  he 
is  declared  to  be  the.  Son  of  God  with  power ^  by  bis  fe* 

fttrreSlion  from  the  dead.  There  is  the  man  that*  is 
God's  Fellow.     But  now, 

^hly^  Confider  the  account  we  have  oQijp  %Sl^^^* 
ry  office.  My  Shepherd.     Here  you  may  a  ntttcview, 

1.  How  he  comes  to    be  called  a  Shepherd.     And, 

2.  How  the  Lord  of  hofts  comes  to  call  him  bis  Shep- 
herd ;  My  Shepherdi 

I.  Then,  how  he  is  called  2l  Shepherd.  This  will  ap- 
pear  by  noticing  a  few  fcriptures  wherein  he  is  fo  de- 
ifigned.  He  is  called  tixtjhepherd  of  Ifrael^  Pfal.  Ixxx. 
I.  He  is  called  the  Jhep  herd  of  fouls  ^  i  Pet.  ii.  25* 
Tou  were  like  Jheep  gone  afiray^  but  you  are  returned  to 
the  fhepherd  and  bijhop  of  your  fouls.  He  is  called  .the 
good  fhepherd^  John  x.  11.  I  am  the  good  fhepherd^ 
O  but  it  fets  him  well  to  commend  himfelf !  I  am  the 
good  Jhepherd  ;  the  good  Jhepherd  gives  his  life  for  his 
Jheep.  He  is  called  the  great  Jhepherd^  Heb.  xiii.  20- 
Now^  the  God  of  peace,  that  brought  again  from  the  dead^ 
that  great  Jhepherd  of  the  Jheep,  by  the  blood  of  the  ever ^ 
lajiing  covenant,  make  you  perfed,  etc.  He  is  called 
the  chief  Jhepherd,  i  Pet.  v.  4.  When  the  chief  Jhepherd 
Jhall  appear,  ye  Jhall  receive  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth 
not  away.  He  has  all  the  qualities  of  a  good  and 
great  ftiepherd.  Does  a  Ihepherd  take  care  to  provide 
for  his  flock  and  feed  them  ?  fo  does  drift ;  The  Lord 
is  my  Jhepherd,  IJl^all  not  want.  He  feeds  his  flock  like 
ajl^epherd,  Ifa.  xl.  11.  He  feeds  them  with  the  bread 
of  life.  Does  a  fliepherd  water  his  flock  ?  fo  does 
Chrift ;  he  gives  them  not  only  meat  for  their  nou- 
rifhment,  but  drink  for  the  refrefhment  of  his  weary 
flock,  even  the  water  of  life,   that  flows  from  below 

the 
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thetbrone,  through  the  conduit  of  the  gofpel;  by 
which  I  underftand  the  Spirit,    that  well  of  water 

Jpringing  up  to  everlajiing  life ;  and  the  influences  o£ 
his  ^race,    by  which  he  lirengthens,   purifies,   and 

comforts  his  people. —Does  a  (hepherd  lead  his 

flock  to  convenient  paflures  ?  fo  does  Chrift ;  Give 
ear,  0  Shepherd^/  Ifrael,  thon  that  leadeft  Jofeph  like 
a  flock*    He  leads  them  to  green  paftures,  and  bejide  the 

^ilL  wafers  of  Golpel-ordinances  and  promifes  :  and 
thcfe .  paftures  are  fweeter  to  them  than  honey  or  the 
honey-comb. — ——Does  the  (hepherd  heal  his  diftreffed 
flock  ?  fo  does  Chrift ;  his  name  is  Jehevah^Rophi,  I 
am  the  Lord  that  healeth  thee.  Is  there  any  here  that 
arc  poor  difeafed  fheep,  plagued  with  athcifm,  un* 
belief,  enmity,  and  pride  ?  plagued  with  a  backflid- 
ing  heart  ?  what  think  you  of  that  fliepherd  that  fays, 
/  will  heal  jour  backjlidings,  and  love  you  freely. — ^Does 
the  fliepherd  feek  ^ut  the  loft  flieep  till  he  find  it  ?  fo 
does  Chrift ;  He  came  to  feek  and  to  fave  that  which 
"was  lofl^ — 'Does  the  fliepherd  take  fpecial  care  of  the 
poor  tender  flieep,  that  is  fo  far  behind  that  it  can 
hardly  follow  the  flock  ?  fo  does  Chrift ;  He  gathers 
the  lambs  in  his  armsy  tarries  them  in  his  bofhm^   and 

gently  leads  thofe  that  are  with  young. ■ — Does  the 

fliepherd  prevent  ihcflraying  of  the  flieep,  and  bring 
back  fuch  as  go  aftray  ?  fo  does  Chrift ;  he  prevents 
their  total  apoftacy,  according  to  his  covenant,  Jer. 
xxxii.  40.  /  will  make  an  everlq/ling  covenant  with 
ihenij  that  I  will  not  turn  away  frarn  ihem^  to  do  them 
good  ;  but  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts ^  that  they 

Jhall  not  depart  from  me.  Hence  comes  it,  that  his 
flieep  never  go  back  into  perdition,  Pfal.  xxxvii.  24. 
though  he  fall^  he  Jhall  not  utterly  he  caji  down  ;  for 
the  Lord  upholds  him  with  his  hand.  Hence  conies 
their  recoveries  after  falls,  becaufe  this  fliepherd  ga- 
thers and  brings  back  his  ftraying  flieep^  See  a 
fweet  fcripture  to  this  purpofe,  Ezck.  xxxiv,  it,  12, 
13,  16,  23.  compared  particularly  with  verf.  16.  As 
this  may  be  a  fweet  word  to  poor  flieep,  that  have 
nothing,  and  fee  they  have  nothing ;  no  good,  no 
grace,  no  faith,  no  love,  no  repentance,  no  good 
Vol.  L  F 
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qualifications  of  their  own,  nothing  to  recommend 
them  to  God,  but  their  want  and  neceflity ;  and  to 
the  weak  fheep,  that  finds  he  can  do  nothing,   he 
cannot  pray,   cannot  believe,  cannot  mourn,  cannot 
communicate,  and  therefore  fees  an  abfolute  need  of 
Chrift  to  be  their  righteoufnefs  ^d  ftrength :   fo  it 
may  be  an  awakening  word  to  the  fat  and  ftrong 
fheep ;  thefe  that  are  fat  and  full  in  themfclves,  and 
think  they  are  increafcd  with  goods,   and  (land  in 
need  of  nothing  ;   they  have  a  good  heart  to  'God  ; 
they  are  not  fo  ill,  they  think,  as  feme  perfoos :  and 
thofe  that  are  llrong,  ^ey  think  they  can  pray,  and 
hear,   and  believe,   and  communicate  well  enough ; 
what  ftiould  hinder  them  ?  whereas  the  poor  and  weak 
will  be  fed  with  mercy  j  the  fat  and  the  ftrong,  will 
be  fed  with  judgment.     Let  the  poor  weak  iheep, 
though  fenfible  of  great  ftrayings,  yet  conceive  hope } 
this  Shepherd  feeks  that  which  was  loft,   and  brings 
again  that  which  was  driven  away.     Was  you  driven 
away  with  a  cheek-wind ;  driven  away  by  the  devil ; 
driven  aw^y  from  your  Shepherd  by  temptation  arid 
powerful  corruption  ?   Why,   yet  he   brings  again 
ti|at  which  was  driven  away. — Does  a  fliepherd  drfend 
his  flock  from  troubles,  and  fuch  as  would  make  a 
prey  of  them  ?  fo  does  Chrift ;  when  grievous  wolves, 
whether  in  church  or  ftate,  woi^ld  deftroy  the  poor 
flieep,  whether  in  their  perfons  or  principles ;  yet  «* . 
pott  all  the  glory  there  jhall  he  a  defence :  and  no  weapon 
formed  againji  them  ft^all  profper :  for,  There  is  no  in^^ 
chantment  againji  Jacobs  nor  divination  againji  Ifrael. — 
Does  a  fliephefd  know  all  the  Iheep  of  his  flock,  by 
Jiis  own  mark  upon  them  ?  fo  does  Chrift  ;  The  fmn^ 
dation  of  God  Jiandeth  fure^  having  this  feal,  the  Lord 
knoweth  them  that  are  his.  '  As  his  flieep  hear  and  know 
his  voice  from  the  voice  of  a  ftranger,  fo  he  knows 
them,  and  calls  his  own  flieep  by  name,  John  x.  J. 
But, 

2.  How  does  the  Lord  of  hofts  come  to  call  him 
HIS  Shepherd  ?  Awake,  0  fword,  againji  my  Shep^^ 
herd.  Why,  he  is  God  the  Father*s  Shepherd  in 
feveral  refpeds  \  which  I  touch  at  only  in  a  word. 

(i.)  He 
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(i.)  He  is  God's  Shepherd,  becaufe  God  made 
him  fo ;  he  has  the  Father's  commiffion  for  this  efFeft, 
John  vi.  27.  Him  hath  God  the  Father  fealed.  Chrift 
was  appointed  and  authorized ;  he  was  eleded  for 
thiseffe£t;  Behold^  my  fervant^  whom  I  uphold;  mine 
eled^  in  whom  my  foul  delighteth.  He  tranfafted  with 
him  for  this  eflFea ;  /  have  made  a  covenant  with  my 
cbofen.  He  formally  calUed  him  to  this  employment, 
and  fet  him  up  to  be  a  Shepherd,  Ezek.  xxxiv,  23. 
/  will  fet  up  one  Shepherd  over  them^  and  hefhallfeed 
them ;  he  Jhall  be  their  Shepherd.  He  qualified  him 
for  this  work,  by  a  fupereminent  unftion ;  /  have  put 
my  Spirit  upon  him^  and  he  fhall  bring  forth  judgment  to 
the  Gentiles. 

(2.)  He  is  God's  Shepherd,  becaufe  God  gave  him 
the  fbeepj  John  xvii.  6.  Thine  they  were^  and  thou 
gaveft  them  me :  they  were  thine  by  eleftion,  and  thou 
gaveft  them  ide,  to  be  redeemed  by  me.  This  dona* 
tion  of  the  iheep  to  Chrift  is  begun  in  eledion,  and  ac- 
coinplilhed  in  eflfedual  vocation ;  All  that  the  Father 
hath  given  me^  fhall  come  to  me. 

3.  He  is  God's  Shepherd,  becaufe  God  recommends 
all  his  fheep  to  his  fpecial  care,  John  vi.  39.  This  is 
the  Father^ s  will,  which  has  Cent  me,  that  of  all  which 
be  has  given  me,  Ifhould  looje  nothing:  God  has  given 
him  the  heathen  for^  his  inheritance,  and  the  uttermofi 
ends  of  the  earth  for  his  poffejfton.  All^whom  he  chofe 
to  be  the  objcds  of  his  fpecial  love,  he  lodges  as  a 
truft  in  the  hands  of  Chrift :  he  gave  him  the  charge 
of  the  fheep,  and  his  inftruftions  are,  not  only  to  lofe 
none,  no  not  the  leaft  of  them,  the  weakeft  of  them ; 
but  to  lofe  nothing :  and  as  he  will  lofe  none,  no 
perfon ;  fo  he  will  lofe  nothing,  no  part  of  the  perfon ; 
neither  foul  nor  body. 

(4.)  He  is  God's  Shepherd ;  Why  ?  God  appointed 
him  to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  fheep,  John  x.  18.  / 
lay  down  my  life  for  my  fheep  ;  I  have  power  to  lay  it 
down,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it  up  again  :  this  com- 
mandment have  I  received  of  my  Father.  Chrift  fuf- 
fered  death,  not  only  voluntarily,  but  in  a  way  of 
fubjedion  to  his  Father,  that  fo  the  merit  of  his  death 

F    2  lOA^t 
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come  between  them  and  it.  When  this  fword  did 
awake  againft  Chrift,  he  found  it  as  broad  as  the 
curie  denounced  againft  mankind,  upon  the  back  of 
our  fall  in  Adam,  which  you  may  read,  that  you 
may  the  better  underftand  what  the  man  that  is  God's 
Fellow  underwent,  when  he  fubftitute  himfelf  in  our 
room,  and  undertook  to  fuflfer  the  punifhment  due 
for  our  fins,  the  curfe  pronounced  againft  Adam,  and 
in  him  againft  all  his  pofterity,  and  which,  in  all  the 
parts  of  it,  lighted  upon  Chrift ;  you  read  of  it  ge- 
nerally. Gen.  ii.  17.  In  the  day  thou  eateji^  thouJhaH 
furely  die ;  or,  dyings  thou  Jhalt  die ;  and  more  parti- 
cularly.  Gen.  iii.  17^  18.  19.  Curfei  is  the  ftround 
for  thy  fate  J  in  forrow  Jhalt  thou  eat  of  it  all  the  days  of 
thy  life  ;  thorns  alfo  and  thiftles  fhall  it  bring  forth  to 
thee^  and  thou  Jhalt  eat  the  herb  oj  the  field.  In  the  Jweet 
of  thy  face  Jhalt  thou  eat  breads  till  thou  return  unto  the 
ground t  for  out  of  it  wajl  thou  taken :  for  duji  thou  arif 
und  unto  duJl  Jhalt  thou  return.  Where  you  fee  the 
curfe  has  three  parts,  i.  The  frailties  and  infirmities 
that  human  nature  was  fubjefk  to  after  the  fall.  2. 
The  calamities  incident  to  man's  life ;  nou  Jhalt  eai 
thy  meat  with  thejweat  of  thy  brows :  thorns  and  thijlles 
Jhallthe  ground  bring  forth.  3.  Death ;  duJl  thou  artj 
and  to  duJl  thou  Jhalt  return :  which  has  in  it  the  death 
of  the  foul  as  well  as  the  body.  Here  is  an  abridg- 
ment of  all  the  curfes  of  the  Bible ;  and  this  broad 
fword  muft  awake  againft  the  man  that  is  God's  Fel- 
low, and  our  Surety,  for  this  curfe  in  all  its  parts  feiz- 
ed  upon  him. 

( I .)  The  nrft  was  tht  frailties  and  infirmities  of  human 
nature,  a  part  of  the  curfe  ?  this  feized  upon  Chrift  at 
his  incarnation ;  for  his  body  was  of  the  duft  like 
ours,  fubjed  to  the  like  infirmities  with  ours ;  he 
took  not  on  him  our  nature  in  its  prime  and  glory, 
.  but  after  broken  and  fliattercd  with  the  fall,  Rom. 
viii.  3.  He  came  in  the  likenefs  of  Jinftd  Jlejh^  and  for 
Jin  condemned  ftn  in  the  Jlejh. 

(2.)  As  to  the  calamities  and  mijeries  that  attend- 
ed man's  life,  this  part  of  the  curfe  feized  on  hiin 
alio ;  he  eat  his  bread  wifh  the  fweat  of  his  brows, 

when 
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when  he  followed  the  calling  of  an  handicra^man ; 
and  after  he  entered  into  his  public  miniftry,  he  tra* 
yelled  from  place  to  place,  watched  whole  nights  in 
prayer ;  and  thus  might  be  faid  truly  to  eat  his  bread 
with  the  fweat  of  his  brows-  As  for  other  calamities 
never  one  met  with  more ;  the  world  denied  him  a 
lodging ;  the  fig-tree  denied  him  figs ;  he  was  blaf- 
phemed  by  his  enemies,  betrayed  by  one  of  his  di- 
fdples,  and  forfaken  by  them  all. 

(3.)  As  for  the  death  threatened  in  the  curfe ;  why 
dyingy  be  died  indeed ;  for  the  fword  did  run  through 
his  body  and  foul  at  once,  when  be  endured  tbe  curfe^ 
and  defpifedthejhame :  his  body  was  fore  tortured,  and 
\m  foul  was  fore  amax^d^*  and  very  beavy^  Mark  av. 
33.  His  bodily  fuflferings  were  extremely  great,  as 
you  may  fee  from  the  evangelifls ;  and  yet  as  nothing 
m  comparifon  of  his  foul-fufferings,  while  he  endured 

the  wrath  of  God  immediately  upon  his  foul. Here 

was  a  broad  fword  indeed,  as  broad  and  extenfive  as 
all  the  curfcs  of  the  law,  all  the  wrath  that  the  eleft 
deferved  for  their  fin ;  for  God  defigned  not  to  pafs 
one  of  their  fins,  without  a  fatisfadion  made  to  juf- 
tice,  but  to  fue  the  cautioner  for  them  all :  O  but  he 
needed  a  broad  back  that  could  bear  the  fhock  of  fuch 
a  broad  fword !  Well,  fo  he  had ;  for  he  was  God  as 
well  as  man ;  Awake^  0  fword  againfh  tbe  man^  My 
Fellow. 

2.  It  is  a  long  fword :  if  we  may  fo  call  it,  in- 
finite in  length  from  the  point  to  the  hilt  of  the  fword: 
It  is  as  long  as  eternity ;  and  this  makes  the  punifh- 
ment  of  the  damned  eternal,  becaufe  the  fword  of  di- 
vine wrath,  that  pierces  them,  is  fo  long,  that  it  ne- 
ver can  reach  to  the  hilt,  in  fuch  finite  wonns  as  they 
are.  The  duration  of  the  wrath  and  the  curfe  is 
eternal ;  bec?ufe  the  finner,  being  a  mere  creature, 
cannot  at  one  fhock  meet  with  the  infinite  wrath  of 
God,  and  fatisfy  juflice  at  once ;  therefore  God  fup- 
ports  the  poor  damned  creature  for  ever  under  wrath ; 
becaufe  it  cannot,  being  finite,  fatisfy  infinite  juflice : 
but  our  Shepherd,  being  God-man,  the  man  God's 
Fellow  J    and  therefore  being  of  infinite  worth   and 
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value,  of  infinite  ftrcngth  and  power,  was  able  to  fa- 
tisfy  juftice,  and  bear  all  at  once,  that  which  the  cleft 
could  never  have  borne.  Yet  he  met  with  the  cf- 
fentials  of  that  which  fin  deferves,  viz^  death  and  the 
curfe ;  the  hiding  of  his  Father's  face,  and  the  fuf- 
pending  and  keeping  back  of  that  confolation,  which, 
by  virtue  of  the  perfonal  union,  flowed  from  the  God- 
head to  the  manhood ;  and  alfo,  had  the  aftual  fenfc 
and  feeling  of  the  wrath  6f  God ;  the  awakened  fword 
of  the  juftice  of  God  aftually  fmiting  him:  fo  that^ 
though  men  wondered  how  he  could  be  dead  fo  foon, 
not  knowing  what  ftroaks  of  hifinite  juftice  he  met 
•with;  yet  thefe  ftroaks  lighting  upon  the  like  of 
him,  the  man  God*s  Fellow,  was  equivalent  to  the 
eternal  punifliments  and  torments  of  the  damned. 

3.  It  is  a  bloody  and  infatiable  fword :  this  fword  of 
juftice  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  blood  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah;    it  was  not  fatisfied  with   the  blood  of 
the  old  world ;  it  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  blood  of 
bulls,  goats,  and  all  the  legal  facrifices  of  old  ;  yea, 
the  blood  of  the  whole  creation  cannot  give  it  fatis- 
fadion,  though  it  were  bathed  therein ;  without  the 
fhedding  of  more  blood,  better  blood,  there  is  no  re- 
miflion,  no  fatisfaftion  to  juftice,  no  real  fatisfaftion   - 
with  God ;  no  falvation  of  the  finner ;  therefore,  ^- 
waksy  0  fword ^  againjl  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow :  till 
it  be  drunk  with  the  blood  of  this  man,  it  never  gets 
a  fatisfying  draught  of  blood.     Well  then,  fays  this 
man,  Lo,   I  come ;    let  juftice  take  a  full  draught  of 
,  my  blood :  well,  Awake ^  0  fword ;  let  the  blood  of 
this  man,  my  Fellow,   be  ftied ;    flied  at  his  circum* 
cifion,  fhed  in  the  Garden,  flied  in  his  being  crowiied 
with  thorns,  flied  in  his  being  fcourged,  flied  in  his 
crucifying  ;  well,  thus  the  blood  of  God's  Fellow  was 
fhed.    What  fay  you  now,  O  fword  of  juftice?    Are 
you  pleafed  ?   are  you  fatisfied  with  blood  ?   Yes,  I 
have  got  my  fill  of  blood  ;   This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleafed  ;  I  am  pleafed  and  fatisfied  to 
the  full  with  his  obedience  to  the  death  ;  I  have  got 
all  the  fatisfaSion  I  wanted  from  my  Shephed,  and  I 
have  no  niore  to  demand  of  him,  or  his  (heep'eithei:* 
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O  glory  to  God,  that  ever  this  bloody  infatiable  fword 
did  awake  againfl  one  that  could  give  it  blood  enough^ 
latisfa^tion  enough ;  and  yet, 

4*  It  is  a  dreadful^  terrible.,  flamingo  and  de'Oouring 
fword :  fo  it  is  rcprefented.  Gen,  iii.  ^4.  where  it  is 
l^edd,  Cherubims  'were  placed^  and  a  flaming  fword^  which 
turned  every  way  to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life. 
The  leaft  flame  of  this  fword  of  juftice  is  enough  to 
burn  up  the  whole  creation ;  and,  O !  how  terrible 
will  this  fword  be  for  ever  to  them  that  live  and  die 
in  a  Chriftlels  flate !  The  dreadfulncfs  of  this  fword 
IS  no  where  to  be  feen  fo  lively  as  in  its  awaking  a- 
gainft  the  man  that  was  God's  Fellow :  his  human  na- 
ture trembled  at  the  fight  of  it ;  John  xii.  27,  Now 
is  my  foul  troubled j  and  what  fhall  I  fay  f  He  faw  the 
dreadful  ftorm  coming,  the  black  cloud  arifing,  and 
fo  much  wrath  in  it,  that  he  knew  not  how  to  expre& 
himfelf,  Matth.  xxvi.  38.  and  Mark  xiv.  34.  There 
he  cries  out.  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrowful^  even  unto 
death.  We  never  hear  of  one  groan  frpm  Chrift  for 
aU  his  bloody  fufferings  ;  when  crowned  with  thorns, 
fcourged,  and  laid  on  the  crofs  ;  As  ajheep  before  her 
Jhearer  is  duiv^^  fo  he  opened  not  his  mouth :  but  on  the 
firft  entrance  of  his  foul-fufferings,  he  fell  a  lamenting, 
Myjiulis  exceeding  forrowful :  the  original  words  arc 
moft  emphatic,  he  was  begirt  with  forrow  ;  he  v/as 
plunged  over  head  and  ears  in  the  wrath  of  God :  all 
the  faculties  and  powers  of  his  foul  were  begirt  with 
forrbw;  he  began  to  be  fore  amazed^  Mark  xiv.  '^'y^. 
The  word  fignifies  the  greatefl  extremity  cf  a?nazementy 
and  fuch  as  makes  a  man's  hair  ftand,  and  his  flefh 
creep ;  and  it  is  added,  he  was  very  heavy  :  if  we  con- 
fult  the  derivation  of  the  word,  it  fignifies,  a  finking 
of  fpirit ;  his  heart  was  like  wax  melted  at  the  fight 
of  that  terrible  wrath.  But  the  evangelift  Luke  has- 
yet  a  ftronger  expreflion,  Luke  xxi.  44.  Being  in  an 
agony ^  his  fweat  was^  as  it  were^  great  drops  of  bloody^ 
falling  to  the  ground ;  being  in  an  agony ^  engaged  in  a 
combat^  as  the  Greek  word  fignifies :  he  had  before 
combated  with  principalities  and  powers  in  the  \n\\- 
dernefs ;  but  now  he  is  combating  with  tive  ¥^.\X\cx'  ?> 
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\irrathb    He  was  in  an  agony,  and  fwate  great  drops 
of  blood :  all  fweats  arife  from  weaknefs  and  preflures 
of  nature ;  therefore  a  dying  fweat  is  a  cold  fweatt 
but  never  one,  but  Chrift,  fwate  a  bloody  fweat ;  and 
great  drops  of  blood,  in  fuch  abundance,  that  it  came 
through  his  garments^  and  fell  to  the  ground :   and 
this  was  all  but  the  iirft  onfet,  a  little  flurmifli  before 
the  main  battle  $   for  the  main  fight  was  to  be  on 
mount  Calvary,   after  they  nailed  him  to  the  crofs  ; 
then,   on  a  fudden,  the  curtain  of  heaven  is  .drawn, 
the  fun  lofes  his  light ;    he  was  now  combating  with 
all  the  powers  of  hell  and  darknefs,  and  therefore  the 
lield  he  was  to  fight  in  was  dark.     The  punifhmcnt 
t)f  lofs  and  fenfe  both  was  due  to  us  for  fin,  therefore 
he  fuffered  both :  the  punifhment  of  lofs,  for  all  com* 
fort  now  fails  Chrift ;  angels  appeared  before  ftrengthcn- 
ing  him ;    but  now  not  an  angel  dares  peep  out  of 
heaven  for  his  Comfort ;  yea,  now  his  God  fails  him, 
in  refpecl  of  his  comfortable  prefence :   formerly  his 
heart  failed  him,  in  fome  refpeds,  but  now  his  God ; 
whieh  makes  him  cry  out.  My  God^  my  God,  ivhy  haji 
ihouforfaken  tiie  ?  Never  was  there  fuch  a  cry  in  neav* 
en  or  earth,   before  or  fince  t  yea,   now  he  fuffered 
the  punifhment  of  fenfe  alfo  due  to  us ;    for  now  aU 
the  wrath  of  God  was  poured  down  immediately  upon 
ills  foul :  all  the  fluices  of  divine  fury  are  opened,  and 
all  the  waves  and  billows  of  his  vengeance  paffed  over 
him,     Darknefs  was  over  all  the  earth:   all  things 
huihei  iftto  filence,  that  Chrift  might,  without  inter- 
ruption,  grapple  with  his  Father's  wrath,   until  he 
cried,   //  is  Jinijhed^   and  gave  up  the  ghoji. — What 
ihihk  you  of  this  dreadful  fword  that  awaked  againft 
our  Surety,  the  man  God's  Fellow,  when  he  was  to 
expiate  our  fins  ? 

5.  It  is  a  bright  fword,  a  clear ^  a  glittering  fword  ; 
there  is  no  fpot  of  ruft  or  ftain  upon  this  fword ;  no : 
the  fword  is  fpotlefs.  Juftice,  holy  juftice :  there  h 
no  unrighteoufnefs  with  God.  As  there  is  no  drop  of 
unrighteoufnefs  in  the  cup  of  the  damned,  who  are  all 
damned  by  an  aft  of  holy  juftice ;  fo  there  was  no 
drop  of  injuftice  in  the  cup  of  wrath,  which  Chrift, 
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Surety,  drank  up  to  the  bottom.  Chrift  had  iaid  of 
old,  Loj  I  come;  I  come  to  be  cautioner,  and  enter 
myfelf  in  the  room  of  poor  fmners,  to  pay  their  debt : 

I'ufltice,  indeed,  could  not  have  required  our  debt  of 
lim,  if  he  had  not  undertaken  it ;  but  having  entered 
himfelf  cautioner  for  our  debt,  he  became  liable  to 
the  payment  of  it :  hence,  when  Chrift  faw  the  fword, 
and  wa3  crying.  Father ^  fave  me  from  this  hour^  he 
immediately  correded  himfelf  with  a  but ;  but  for 
this  catife  came  Unto  this  bour^  John  xii.  27,  And  in 
the  beginning  of  the  twenty-fecond  pfalm,  which  you 
know  IS  one  of  the  moft  clear  prophecies  of  Chrift's 
fufferings,  after  he  had  cried  out,  ver.  i.  My  God^ 
my  God;  why  hajl  thou  for faken  me?  Which  is  not  the 
cxpreffion  or  any  quarrellmg  complaint  or  difcourage- 
ment,  but  of  fmlefs  nature,  when  arraigned  before 
the  tribunal  of  God,  affeded  with  the  horror  of  di* 
vine  wrath,  and  not  being  able  eafily  to  endure  that 
there  ihould  be  a  cloud  between  God  and  him ;  I  fay, 
after  thefe  words  he  adds,  ver.  3,  But  thou  art  holy : 
he  cannot  complain  of  injuftice ;  thou  art  jufl  and  ho- 
ly in  exafting  all  the  debt  at  my  hand,  which  I  be- 
came furety  for :  I  have  all  the  fins  of  the  elefl:  to  an- 
fwer  for ;  and  therefore  I  juftify  thee,  O  Father,  in 
giving  me  this  ftroak  of  thy  awakened  fword :  Thou 
art  holy  ;  thou  art  clear  when  thou  judgejl, — It  is  a 
clear,  bright,  fpotlefs,  and  holy  fword. 

6.  It  is  a  living  fword :  do  you  think  that  God  is 
fpeaking  to  a  piece  of  cold  iron,  when  he  fays,  Awake^ 
O  fword  f  Nay,  this  fword  is  God  himfelf,  the  living 
God :  God*s  juftice  is  God  himfelf,  a  juft  God.  Of 
this  living  fword  you  read,  Heb.  x.  31.  //  is  a  fear- 
ful thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God.  They 
that  fall  into  hell,  they  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living 
'  God  J  and  there  they  are  an  everlafting  facrifice  to 
this  ever-living  fword.  Chrift,  when  he  came  to  fa- 
tisfy  juftice,  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  this  living  God ; 
and  if  he  had  not  been  God's  equal,  God's  Fellow, 
he  could  never  have  got  out  of  his  hands  again.  If 
this  fword  be  a  living  fword,  even  the  living  God,  O 
but  it  muft  be  a  ^r^af  axxdjirong  fword,  ^s  rive  i^o^di 
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of  God  is  called,  Ifa.  xxviL  i.  It  takes  the  ftrength  of 
God  to  weild  it ;  and  fo  he  does  here,  Awake^  Ojword* 
It  takes  the  ftrength  of  God  to  bear  the  blow  of  it,  and 
fo  it  is  here ;  Awake,  a^ainji  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow^ 
One  blow  of  it  given  to  the  angels  and  feraphims,  would 
have  brought  them  all  down  from  the  battlements  of 
heaven  to  the  bottom  of  hell.  Awake,  OJkvord :  God  is 
here  fpeaking  to  himfelf  j  as  if  he  had  faid,  Let  me 
arife  in  my  armour  of  vengeance  and  fury,  and  fall 
upon  my  Shepherd,  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow :  it  is 
a  living  fword  that  can  awake  itfelf. — ^Thus  you  fee 
what  for  a  fword  it  is  that  awakes  againft  Chrift,  O 
to  fee  and  believe  this  truth  this  day ! 

m.  The  third  thing  was  to  fhew,  in  what  manner 
this  fword  did  awake  againft  Chrift,  and  what  is  im- 
ported in  the  phrafe.  Awake,  0  fword.  How  the 
fword  did  awake  againft  Chrift  has  been  partly  declar- 
ed already  in  the  account  of  the  fWord  itfelf:  howi- 
?ver  it  may  a  little  further  appear,  in  the  import  of  this 
wonderful  call.  Awake,  Ohji^ord,  etc, 

\.  It  imparts,  as  if  the  iword  had  httnjleeping,  and 
now  muft  awake  againft  him :  Chrift  having  no  fin  of 
his  own  to  anfwor  for,  the  fword  of  juftice  had  no- 
thing to  lay  to  his  charge  \  and  fo  was.  fleeping,  as  it 
were,  with  refpeft  to  him,  having  nothing  to  fay  a-* 
gainft  him,  being  the  infinitely  holy  God  in  himfelf, 
until  once  he  made  the  bargain  with  his  Father,  to 
become  our  Surety  and  Cautioner ;  and  whenever  he 
became  fin  for  us,  and  took  on  him  our  debt,  then 
juftice  had  a  right  to  purfue  him  j  and  therefore,  A^^ 
"ivake,  0  fword^ 

2.  Awake,  0  fword,  it  imports,  that  not  only  while 
the  counfel  of  peace  was  held  between  the  Father  and 
the  Son,  did  juftice  delay  the  execution,  though 
Chrift  was  the  I^amb  flain  from  the  foundatipn  of  the 
v/orld,  in  the  decree  and  cotmfel  of  God,  but  that  af* 
ter  this  glorious  tranfaOiion,  the  fvvord  defigned  againft 
the  Son  of  God,  had  long  Jlumbered :  the  fword  had 
flumbered  above  four  thoufand  years  after  Adam^S: 
fall ;  the  Lamb  was  not  flain  all  that  time,  but  on- 
ly i^  4irk  typical  rep^ efent^tions  of  his  death ;   but. 
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now,  he  muft  be  adually  flain ;  therefore,  AwakCy  O 
Jword.  God  was  now  fpeaking  of  the  day  of  Chrift, 
the  gofpel-day  in  the  firft  verfe  of  the  chapter,  where 
our  text  lies,  faying.  In  that  dajj  there  Jhall  be  afoun-^ 
tain  opened  to  the  houfe  of  David^  and  to  the  inhabitants 
cf  Jerujaknij  for  ftn^  and  for  unchannefs  :  Now,  how 
mail  this  fountain  be  opened  ?  Why,  the  fword  of  juftice 
muft  pierce  the  fide  and  heart  of  the  Son  of  God,  and 
fo  open  a  fountain  of  cleanfing  blood;  therefore, 
when  the  decree  breaks  forth,  he  fays,  Awake^  O 
fword. 

3.  Awake^  0  fword;  it  imports,  that  the  fword  of 
juftice  did  not  raflfly  fmite  the  man  that  is  God*s  Fel- 
low :  A  man  in  his  fleep,  or  half  fleeping,  may  giv^  a 
rafh  unadvifed  ftroak  to  his  fellow ;  but  before  God  . 
gave  the  Itrpak  to  the  man  that  is  his  Fellow,  he  did 
awake  his  juftice,  as  it  were,  out  of  fleep,  and  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  maturcft  deliberation;  Awake,  0 
fword.  It  was  no  unadvifed  ftroak  that  Chrift  got  by 
the  fword  of  juftice ;  it  was  the  fruit  of  a  glorious 
tranfaftion :  neither  did  the  fword  ftrike  him  without 
a  warrant,  by  particular  orders  from  the  Judge  of  all: 
It  was  warranted  to  brandilh  itfelf  againft  him ;  Awakey 
O  fword. 

4.  It  imports,  that  juftice  was  lively  and  vigorous  in 
executing  the  vengeance  due  upon  our  Surety  for  our 
fin:  Juftice  did  not  give  him  a  fleepy,  lazy,  drowfy 
blow ;  but  a  ftrong,  lively,  awakened  blow :  as  it  is 
faid,  in  another  cafe,  Ifa,  ii.  9.  Awake,  awake,  put 
on  Jtrengthj  0  arm  of  the  Lord;  fo.  Awake,  0  fword, 
put  on  ftrength.  Well,  juftice  arifes,  as  it  were,  like 
one  out  of  fleep,  puts  on  its  cloaths  of  vengeance,  and 
armour  of  power^  rallies  its  forces,  goes  forth  with 
warlike  robes,  and  attacks  the  man  that  is  God's  Fel- 

_  low  with  all  it  force  ;  and  afts,  like  itfelf,  with  impar- 
tial  equity,  without  fparing  our  Surety,  becaufe  of  his 
quality  Rom.  viii.  32.  God  fpared  not  his  own  Son : 
Awake,  0  fword. 

5.  Awake,  0  fword,  it  imports,  the  great  concern 
and  earneftnefs  that  was  in  God's  heart  to  have  his 
juftice  fatisficd:   Q  fword;  Awake,  O  fword.     God 
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fyekksk  here  with  affcftionate  concern :  *  O  fword !  O 
juftice !  thou  muft  be  honoured^  glorified^  and  fatis-* . 
ficd,  one  way  or  other :  and  feeing  I  have  propofcd 
to  my  eternal  Son  to  bear  the  ftroak  of  vengeance  in 
the  room  of  cleft  finners ;  and  feeing  he  has  under* 
taken  it,  my  very  heart  is  fet  upon  the  accomplilh-* 
ment  of  this  glorious  workj  my  juftice  is  one  of 
the  pearls  of  my  crown ;  I  will  not  fhew  mercy  ta 
the  detriment  of  my  juftice.  A  facrifice  I  muft 
have,-  a  facrifice  I  will  have;  therefore,  Awake^  O 
fword.* 

6.  I  think  it  imports,  not  only  God's  concern  to 
have  his  juftice  fatisfied  this  way,  but  his  great  delight 
in  the  fatisfaftion ;  Awake j  0  fword j  againji  the  mam 
that  is  my  Fellow.  With  what  infinite  pleafure  and 
iatisfaftion  does  the  fword  of  juftice  give  the  bloody 
ftroak  to  thi«  glorious  perfon  ?  //  pleafed  the  Lord  t§ 
bruife  him,  and  put  him  to  griefs  Ifa.  hii,  lo.  Why^ 
how  is  this  confiftent  with  the  ineffable  love  he  had 
to  his  eternally  Beloved  ?  Yes,  moft  confiftent ;  for 
the  Father  loved  the  Son  in  dying,  and  for  dying ; 
John  X.  17,  Therefore  doth  my  Father  love  me^  becaufe 
I  lay  down  my  life^  that  I  might  take  it  again.  He  lov- 
ed his  Son  for  this  very  aft  of  obedience  which  he 
yielded  to  him ;  Chrift's  obedience  to  the  death  was 
the  highcft  and  moft  acceptable  worfliip  and  fervice  to 
God,  that  ever  was,  or  ever  will  be :  it  is  a  facrifice 
of  fuch  a  fweet  fmell  that  it  drowned  the  ftink  of  all 
the  fins  of  an  eleft  world ;  a  facrifice  more  pleafing  ta 
God  than  all  their  fins  were  difpleafing :  and  therefore^ 
with  infinite  pleafure  and  fatisfaftion,  he  fays,  A%&ak^^ 
Ofivord.     This  leads  me  to 

IV,  The  fourth  thing  propofed,  What  fpecial  hand 
Jehovah  the  Lord  of  hofts,  had  in  making  this  awful 
fword  to  awake  againft  this  glorious  perfon  ?  Awake^ 
0  fword^— faith  the  Lordofhojls.  It  was  the  Lord  of 
hofts,  the  eternal  Father  of  this  eternal  Son  that  mufc 
tered  the  hofts  of  vepgcance  againft  him,  and  had  the 
main  and  principal  hand  in  Chrift's  fufferings,  which 
we  are  to  commemorate  this  day,    Jehovah's  hand 

was 
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was  fupreme  in  this  bufinefs  \  and  that  in  thdfe  four 
refpeds. 

1.  It  was  Jehovah  the  Lord  of  hofts  that  determined 
all  before-hand,  and  agreed  with  his  Son  for  that  ef- 
fed.  It  was  concluded  in  the  counfel  of  God  what 
he  (hould  fuflPer,  what  Ihould  be  the  price  that  Jehovah 
would  have,  and  the  facrifice  he  would  except  of  from 
his  hands.  It  was  not  the  Jews,  nor  the  fcribes  and 
Pharifees,  nor  Filate,  but  principallv  it  was  the  Lord's 
cloing,  and  the  accomplifliment  of  his  eternal  counfel^ 
A&s  iv.  27,  28.  Herod,  and  Pontius  Pilate^  witb 
tie  Gentiles,  and  the  people  of  Ifrael  were  gathered  to- 
getter  J  to  do  whatfoever  thy  hand  and  thy  counfel  deter* 
mined  before  to  be  done.  In  all  they  were  doing  they 
ilid  nothing,  but  what  was  carved  out  before  in  the 
Vernal  counfel  of  God;  and  therefore  fays  Peter, 
Afts  ii.  23.  Him  bein^  delivered  by  the  determinate 
tounfel  and  foreknowledge  of  Gody  you  have  taken,  and 
by  ivicked  bands  have  crucified  and  flat  n. 

2.  As  he,  the  great  Jehovah,  the  Lord  of  hofts, 
determined,  that  the  fword  ftiould  awake  againft  him, 
fo  he  prepared  the  fuhjed  capable  to  receive  the  ftroak 
of  juftice's  fword ;  Heb.  x.  5.  A  body  haft  thou  pre- 
pared me.  He  gave  him  a  nature,  a  foul  and  body 
•capable  of  fuflfering :  the  ftroak  of  juftice  fell  only  upon 
the  man  Chrift,  upon  his  human  nature ;  though  the 
dignity  of  his  divine  perfon  did  infinitely  inhance  the 
merit  of  his  fufferings  ;  yet  his  divine  perfon,  his  divine 
nature  was  never  reached,  nor  reachable,  by  the 
fword  of  juftice ;  the  eternal  Word  was  untangible 
and  incapable  of  fufFcring,   till  the  Word  was  made 

Jlejh.     Now,  this  fle(h,  this  human  nature,   he  pre- 
pared. 

3.  It  was  Jehovah,  the  Lord  of  hofts,  that  ordered 
and  over-ruled  all  his  fufferings,  when  it  came  to  the 
execution  of  his  antient  decree.  He  who  governs  all 
the  counfels,  thoughts,  and  aftions  of  men,  did,  in 
a  fpecial  manner,  govern  and  over-rule  the  fufferings 
of  the  Mediator.  Though  wicked  men  were  follow- 
ing their  own  defigns,  and  were  ftirred  and  afted  by 
^hc  devil,  who  is  faid  to  have  put  it  into  the  heart  of 
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Judas  to  betray  Chrift ;  yet  Cod  had  the  ordering  of 
all,  who  fhpuld  betray  him ;  what  death  he  fhould  dies 
how  he  ihould  be  pierced ;  and  yjet  not  a  bone  of  hinr 
broken. 

4*  It  was  Jehovah,  The  Lord  of  hofts,  that  had  an 
ailive  hand  in  reaching  the  ftroak  to  Chrift;  he  was 
the  chief  party  that  purfued  Chrift  with  the  fword  of 
juftice  in  his  hand ;   //  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  bimj 
and  to  put  him  to  grief.    It  was  he  that  was  exa£tiiig 
the,  cleft's  debt  of  him ;  and  therefore  Chrift  looked 
over  Pilate  and  Herod,  and  all  the  wicked  inftruments 
ufed  in  this  work,  as  of  no  confideration  in  this  mat* 
ter ;   he  looked  over  them  to  the  Lord  Jehovah  his 
Father,  and  fays  to  the  chief  of  them,  Pilate,  (that 
cowardly  felf-condemned  judge)  Thou  couldft  have  no. 
power  over  me^   except  it  were  given  thee  from  above. 
It  was  this  intereft  that  his  Father  had  in  his  fufferings 
that  made  him  fay,  John  xviii.  ii.     The  cup  which 
my  Father  hath  given  me^  Jhall  I  not  drink  it  ?  His  Fa- 
ther purfued  him  as  Cautioner  in  our  room ;  and  to 
his  Father  he  cries  when    the  fword  was  running 
through  his  heart ;    My  God,  my  God,  why  haji  thou 
forjaken  ine  ?   He  fpared  not  his  own  Son  when  he 
cried,  but  would  have  him  drink  out  the  bitter  cup  to 
the  bottom ;    Awake^  O  fword^   ^l^^inji  my  Siepierd, 
and  againji  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow j  faith  the  Lord 
of  hojis ;  fmite  the  Jhepherd.     The    meffage    comes 
from  him,  and  he  gave  the  fword  a  charge,  and  or- 
ders it  to  fmite  him;    it  was  this,   more  than  the 
whips,  the  thorns,  the  nails,   the  fpear,   that  made 
him  cry  out.     Another  and  a  higher  hand  broug^l 
his  foul  to  more  bitternefs,  than  all  the  fufferings  he 
endured  from  men. — Thus  his  foul  was  crucified  more 
than  his  body ;  and  his  heart  had  fliarper  nails  to  pierce 
it  than  his  hands  and  feet. 

V.  The  Fifth  thing,  viz.  The  reafons  of  the  doc- 
trine ;  Why  the  Lord  of  hofts  ordered  the  fword  of 
juftice  to  awake  againft  his  Shepherd,  the  man  that  is 
his  Fellow  ?  Surely  it  was  necafTary,  that  the  fword* 
fhould  awake  againft  him ;  Ought  not  Chriji  to  have 

fufer^^ 
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Jufferedthefe  things?  fays  our  Lord  himfelf,  Luke  xxiv* 
.  26.     However  innocent  he  Avas  in  himfelf;  yet  out 
fins,  which  were  laid  upon  him,  deferved  to  be  thus 
treated ;  and  therefore  he,  as  our  Surety,  who  had 
the  guilt  of  the  world  lying  upon  him,  fays,  Pfal.  Ixix.  5* 
0  God^  thou  knoweji  my  foolijhnefs ;  and  my  zvickednefs  is 
not  hid  from  thee :  Thefe  are  the  words  of  Chrift,  of 
whom  David  was  a  type*     He  had  enough  of  fin  im* 
putativly ;  and  our  fins  had  never  been  expiated,  our 
judge  never  atoned,  our  fouls  never  faved,  oar  ftate 
never  fecured,  juftice  never  fatisfied.  the  bond  never 
cancelled,  if  the  fword  had  net  awaked  againil  him. 
Ought  he  not  then  to  have  fufFered  che  ftroak  of  the 
fword  ?    Yea,  he  gave  his  oath  for  it  to  his  Father 
from  eternity ;  and  all  the  promifes,  prophecit^s,  types, 
and  facrifices  of  old  pointed  out  this.    God  was  ready 
to  come  down  with  fury  in  his  heart,   and  red-hot ' 
thunder-bolts  in  his  hand,   to  fink  all  mankir.d  to 
hell :   and  ought  not  Ghrift  to  fuffer  and  interpofe  ? 
yea,  glory  to  God,  that  he  did.     But  more  particu- 
larly, 

I.  The  Lord  of  hofts,  the  Rector  of  the  univerfe, 
defigned  by  this  method  to  rcflify  what  was   out  of 
courfe,.  by  the  fin  of  man,  and  to  bring  all  thinc^s  to 
rights.     By  the  fall,   the  univerfal  frame  fufFered  a 
convuifion :  the  covenant  of  works  was  broken  ;  the 
devil  was  reigning  and  waging  in  the  earth ,;  and  all  the 
honour  of  God's  workmanihip,  in  the  firft  creation, 
was  like  to  be  loft.     Now,  the  fupreme  Reftor  comes 
with  tli.e  fword  of  juftice  to  re£i;ify  thefe  diforders,  by 
dfenching  his  fword  in  the  blood  of  his  eternal  Son* 
Was  the  covenant  of  works  broken  ?  behold  here  is 
the  condition  of  it  fulfilled,  by  his  aftive  and  paiFive 
obedience ;    yea,  both  the  two  covenants  of  works> 
and  of  grace,  were  at  once  fulfilled  in  his  oh  :dierrce 
to  the  death :  this  is  the  proper  condition  of  eiich  of 
thefe  covenants. Was  the  devil  reigning  and  rag- 
ing on  the  earth  ?  Behold !  by  this  blow  of  juftice's 
fword,  given  to  Chrift,  the  devil  and  all  our  fplritual 
enemies  are  deftroyed ;  For  this  caufe  zvas  ih-j  Soit  of 
God  manifejiedy   that  he  might  defiroy  the  'xorhs  of  the 
Vol.  L  H 
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devil.  Hence,  when  Chrift  is  lifted  up  upon  the  crofi, 
receiving  the  flroak  of  juftice's  fword,  it  i^  faid,  Now 
is  the  judgment  9/  this  tuorld;  now  is  the  prince  of  this 
world  caji  out^  John  xii,  31*  By  death  he  deftroyed 
him  that  had  the  power  of  death  ;  that  is^  the  devil.  By 
the  bruife  of  his  heel>  his  human  nature,  he  broke  the 
ferpent^s  head,  and  his  power. — Again,  was  all  the 
honour  and  beauty  of  God's  workmanfhip  like  to  be 
loft  ?  Behold,  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  fuflain- 
ing  the  ftroak  of  Jehovah's  fword,  reftores  all ;  PfaL 
Ixix.  4.  Then  rejlored  I  that  which  I  took  not  away. 
What  was  taken  away  ?  why,  the  devil,  Adam,  and 
Eve  took  away  the  glory  due  to  God,  the  obedience 
due  to  the  law,  and  thehappinefs  that  belonged  to  man 
in  his  firft  creation.  'Well,  fays  Chrift,  it  is  much  to 
bring  them  all  back  again ;  but  I  will  do  it,  though  I 
took  them  not  away.  I  will  reftore  to  man  his  happi- 
nefs  ;  he  has  loft  the  favour  of  God,  I  will  reftore  it 
in  juftification-;  he  has  loft  the  image  of  God,  I  will 
reftore  it  in  regeneration ;  he  has  loft  the  fellowfliip  of 
God,  I  will  reftore  it,  being  God's'  Fellow :  I  will 
bring  them  to  fellowfliip  with  God,  by  fuftaining  the 
ftroak  of  the  fword  which  they  ftiould  have  fuftaincd 
for  ever.  I  will  reftore  to  the  law  its  due  obedience ; 
yea,  I  will  magnify  the  law  and  make  it  honourable, 
by  my  obedience  to  it,  in  fo  much  that  the  Lord  of 
hofts  fliall  be  well  pleafcd  for  my  righteoufnefs  fake  ;  and 
fo  I  will  reftore  to  God  the  honour  and  glory  that  he 
loft  by  the  fin  of  man.     And  this  leads  to  a 

2.  Reafon,  why  the  Lord  of  hofts  made  the  ftvord 
of  juftice  to  awake  and  fmite  his  Shepherd,  the  vaUk 
that  is  his  Fellow  ?  Why,  that  thus  he  might  get  all 
his  divine  attributes  glonfed  to  the  higheft.  Glory  ta 
God  in  the  highejl^  was  the  fong  of  angels  when  he  ap- 
peared in  our  nature,  to  receive  this  awful  ftroak. 
God's  honour  was  not  more  impaired  and  embezzeled 
by  the  fin  of  man,  that  it  was  reftored  and  repaired* 
by  the  death  of  Chrift,  If  all  mankind,  and  all  the 
angt'ls  with  them,  had  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  fword 
of  divine  juftice,  it  could  not  have  repaired  the  honour 
of  God  for  one  fin :  though  they  had  all  been  offered 

up 
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up  in  one  whole  bumt-oflfering,  it  could  not  have  fa- 
tisfied  infinite  juftice ;  yea,  though  they  had  all  been 
damned  in  heU,  to  sdl  eternity,  juilice  could  never 
have  got  full  fattsfadion.  But  here  \sjujlice  glorified 
to  the  higheft ;  By  one  qffering  he  hath  perfected  for  e- 
ver  them  thai  are  fandified  ;  and  at -the  fame  time  vin- 
dicated the  fpotlefs  holinefs  and  rightcoufnefs  of  God, 
that  it  may  be  known  that  God  is  holy  and  ju(^,  who 
will  needs  avenge  fin  in  his  own  Son,  the  holy  and 
innocent  Cautioner,  when  he  interpofes  in  the  finner's 
room.  This  is  the  declared  defign  of  God's  awaken- 
ing the  Sword  of  juftice  agsdnft  Chrift ;  Rom.  iii.  25. 
JVb^m  God  hath  fet  forth  to  he  a  propitiation  for  fm^ 
throufh  faith  in  bis  bloody  to  declare  his  rightcoufnefs ^ 
that  be  might  be  jufl^  and  the  juflifier  of  him  that  be- 
lieveth  in  Jefus.  If  God  had  exafted  the  fatisfaftion 
of  the  fmners  thcmfelves,  by  fending  them  to  hell,  it 
might  have  declared  his  juftice  and  righteoufnefs  much ; 
but  here  it  is  more  glorioufly  declared,  and  glorified 
to  the  higheft :  for,  if  we  confider  Chriit  in  himfelf, 
and  the  eleft  in  themfelves,  his  death  and  fufferings 
are  more  than  if  all  the  eled  had  fuffered  eternally  m 
hell.  Here  is  mercy  alfo  and  free  grace  glorified  to 
the  higheft,  while  the  finner  is  liberate  and  not  put  to 
pay  the  debt  in  his  own  perfon.  Here  is  divine /e?^-^r 
glorified  to  the  higheft ;  in  the  crucifying  Chrift,  whom 
the  power  of  God  fupported  under  that  load  of  wrath 
that  would  have  cru/hed  ten  thoufand  worlds.  Here 
is  wifdom  glorified  to  the  higheft  ;  The  manifold  ivifdo?n 
of  God  J  that  there  (hould  be  two  natures,  yet  but  one 
perfon  ;  that  mercy  fhould  be  fully  magnified^  and  yet 
juftice  fully  fatisfied  ;  that  fin  fliould  be  puniftied,  and 
yet  the  finner  unpuniflied ;  that  the  finner  fhould  e- 
icape,  and  yet  God  ftiould  take  vengeance  upon  fin. 
O  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a  myftery ! 

3.  Reafon  why  the  Lord  of  hofts  ordered  the  fword 
of  juftice  to  awake  and  fmite  the  Shepherd,  the  man 
that  is  his  Fellow  ;  it  was  even  for  the  honour  of  the 
Shepherd,  and  the  glory  of  the  Man  his  Fellow.  God 
dcfigned  that  for  his  fuffering  of  deaths  he  ihould  be 
crowned  with  glory  and  honour^  Heb.  ii.  9.     That  for 
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his  humbling  himfelf,  and  becoming  obedience  to  the-  ^=^ 
death,  he  liiould  be  highly  exalted  above  allj  and  have  "^a 

a  name  above  every  mwiej  Phil.  ii.  9.     That  for  drink-  

ing  of  the  brook  in  the  way,  he  fhould  lift  up  his  head ;    ^ 
that  after  he  had  drunk  of  the  brook  of  divine  wrath  -^cz 

in  our  room,  he  ihould  lift  up  his  head  above  all  prin 

cipalities  and  powers,  and  have  all  power  in  heaven  ssm 
and  earth  given  to  him^  and  a  number  of  cleft  to  praife^^ 
him  for  ever.  O  it  is  a  wonderful  thing  to  think,^  - 
what  he  gave  and  what  he  got  1  What  gave  he  ?  His^^  ^ 
body,  his  foul,  his  blood,  his  life :  What  got  he  ?  E- — » 
ven  fome  of  the  black,  ugly  race  of  Adam  to  embracc^^ 
him  :  he  makes  his  foul  an  offering  jor  fin^  and  then^'^ 
he  fees  his  feedy  he  fees  the  travel  of  his  foul^  and  is'^t^ 
fatisfied^  He  thinks  all  his  pains  well  beftowed,  wheii^':^^ 
he  gets  his  bride  in  his  arms.  O  here  is  love !  beholc 
incarnate  love !  bleeding  love !  dying  love !  Shall  not 
this  glorious  Lover  be  exalted  of  God  for  ever,  an^ 
,  exalted  by  all  the  redeemed  with  the  higheft  praifes*  ^ 
for  opening  his  breaft  to  receive  the  wound  of  the  a-  -^a 
wakened  fword  of  juftice  ?  yea,  more,  the  fong  wil^  J 
be,  JVorthy^  worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain.  Tho^  ^i 
wa/ljlain,  and  hafl  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood.  An^  -*( 
this  leads  to  the 

4.  And  laft  reafon,   w^hy  the  fword  of  juJftice  wa 


ordered  to  awake  and  fmite  the  Shepherd,   the  mi   ^n 
that  is  God's  Fellow,   viz.     That  a  fountain  of  bloc=^d 

might  be  opened  for  the  benefit  of  the  fheep.     Tl ^e 

Shepherd  was  fmitten  with  the  fword  of  juftice,  th^sat 
the  ftroak  might  open  a  fountain  for  the  watering  ^^of 
the  fheep;  Zech.  x.iii*  i»  There  fhall  be  a  fountain  ^^^-^ 
fenedfor  Jtn  and  for  uncleannefs.  A  fountain  for  w:^3- 
tering  and  wafhing  of  the  fheep.  And  how  is  it  to  t:^^ 
opened?  even  with  the  fword  of  juHiee;  Aajake^ ,  ^^ 
fzuord^  ogainfi  the  vian^  My  Fellazu.  Now,  the  She  j:^"* 
herd^s  blood,  fhed  by  the  fword  of  juflice,  is  for  tt^-^ 
benefit  of  the  fheep  many  ways :  Why  ? 

(i.)  It  \^ peace-fpeaking  blood ;  it  fpeaks  better  thin^-^ 
than  the  blood  of  Abel :  It  fpeaks  peace  and  reconcili  ^^  Z, 
tion  with  God,  which  is  founded  upon  the  blood  ^^^  ^ 
Chrifl ;  this  is  the  wine  that  cheers  the  heart  of  Gc>  ^ 
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and  man.  The  juftice  of  God  took  a  drink  of  this 
blood  till  it  V92is  cheered  and  fatisfied ;  and  when  the 
foul  of  the  finner  gets  a  drink  of  this  blood,  O  but 
this  red  wine  rejoices  his  heart. 

(2.)  It  is  heart'Cleanfmg  blood ;  the  blood  of  the  . 
Shepherd,  Ihed  by  the  fword  of  juftice,  is  for  the  wafli- 
ing  of  the  fheep ;  The  blood  of  Chriji  cleanjes  from  all 
Jin.  It  cleanfes  meritorioufly  from  the  guilt  or  fin,  in 
juftification ;  it  cleanfes  efficacioufly  from  the  filth  of 
fin,  in  fanftification :  it  cleanfes  only  ;  for  no  means, 
no  duties,  no  tears,  no  prayers,  no  fermon,  no  facra- 
ment,  no  ordinances,  no  communion-table,  will 
cleanfe  you  from  fin,  but  only  the  blood  of  Chrift.  It 
cleanfes  infallibly  ;  for  all  the  devils  in  hell,  and  all  the 
evils  in  the  heart,  (hall  not  be  able  to  mar  the  efficacy 
of  this  blood,  if  it  be  fprinkled  on  you  by  the  hand  of 
the  Spirit.  The  whole  company  that  are  ftanding  a- 
bout  the  throne,  have  wajhed  their  robesy  and  made 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 

(3.)  This' blood,  which  the  fword  of  juftice  draws 
from  the  Shepherd,  is  healing  blood ;  for  the  healing 
of  his  flieep :  By  hisjiripes  we  are  healed.  Were  ypur 
difeafes  never  fo  defperate,  here  is  a  healing  medicirfe 
for  them :  it  can  heal  the  hardnefs  of  the  heart ;  T^hey 
Jhalllook  on  him  whom  they  have  pierced an^mourn  :  It 
can  heal  the  barren  foil  of  the  heart,  and  tiirn  it  to  a 
fertile  ground  ;  Hof.  xiv.  6.  From  mc  is  thy  fruit  found: 
from  my  Spirit,  as  the  efficient  j  and  from  my  blood,  . 
as  the  procuring  caufe. 

(4.)  It  is  z  Jweet'fmelling  blood  ;  it  has  a  fwect-fmel- 
•  ling  favour  in  the  noflrils  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  ;  and 
perfumes  the  prayers  and  duties  of  the  believer ;  We 
are  accepted  only  in  the  Beloved.  Our  perfons,  our 
prayers,  our  preaching,  our  communicating,  would 
all  ftink,  unlefs  they  b,e  dipt  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb. 

(5.)  This  blood  of  the  Surety,  flied  by  the  fword 
of  juftice,  is  blifs'purchafing  blood ;  and  one  of  the 
grand  bleffings  purchafed  is  the  Holy  Ghoft :  the  Spi- 
rit is  one  of  the  greateft  inftances  of  the  love  of  God 
in  Chrift.    Whenever  Adam  finned,  ihe  VvoVj  ^^vtw. 
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left  him,  and  the  unclean  fpirit  came  in  his  room ; 
but  when  the  fecond  Adam  came>  he  brought  the  Spi- 
rit of  God  again  with  him :  /  have  put  my  Spirit  mpm 
bim ;  and  he  Jhall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles. 
And,  O  what  is  the  world  without  the  Spirit  of  God? 
what  is  a  man,  a  minifter,  a  lacrament,  a  city,  a  na- 
tion, without  the  Spirit  of  God  ?  What  makes  matters 
fo  far  wrong  in  a  land,  but  that  there  is  fo  little  of  the 
Spirit  with  miniftcrs  and  people?  There  is  no  life 
where  the  quickening  Spirit  comes  not :  O  Sirs,  we  will 
have  dead  preaching,  dead  hearing,  dead  communi- 
cating, lifelefs  work  this  day,  if  the  purchafed  Spirit 
do  not  come !  When  he  comes,  life  comes  with  him. 
Can  thefe  dry  bones  live  ?  can  thefe  dead,  formal,  life- 
lefs, unbelieving,  hypocritical,  and  carnal  hearts  live  ? 
Yea,  undoubtedly  they  can,  if  the  Spirit  blow :  O  let 
your  hearts  cry,  Come^  O  north-wind;  blow,  thoufouth: 
Come  from  the  four  winds f  O  breathy  and  breathe  upon 
thefe  flain  that  they  may  live.  Cry  for  the  purchafed 
and  promifed  Spirit,  that  we  may  live,  aiid  be  lively 
in  our  work  this  day. 

(6.)  This  blood  has  purchafed  all  fpiritual  blefftngs  ? 
it  has  purchafed  pardon  of  fin ;  We  have  redemptitm 
through  bis  bloody  even  the  remiffion  of  Jin.  It  has  pur* 
chafed  recovery  after  falls,  and  freedom  from  total  a« 
poftacy  to  all  that  believe ;  /  will  heal  their  backfiid- 
ings.  "Though  ke  fall  he  Jhall  not  utterly  be  cafi  down  ; 
for  the  Lord  upholds  him  with  his  hand,  Pfal.  xxxvii, 
24.  Good  news  to  believers,  fay  you,  he  has  pur- 
chafed all  good  for  them ;  but  not  to  die  like  of  me ; 
fuch  an  unbelieving  impenitent  finner  as  me.  If  that 
be  your  thought,  man,  it  is  an  ignorant  blunder ;  I 
tell  you  better  news,  this  blood  of  Chrift,  flied  by  the 
fword  of  juftice,  has  purchafed  faith,  to  the  faithtefs ) 
repentance,  to  the  impenitent ;  grace,  to  the  grace* 
lefs  ;  and  nothing  did  he  purchafe  to  any  but  as  guilty 
fmncrs,  deftitute  of  all  good.  Here  is  a  good  market 
for  you  that  have  no  good,  no  grace :  others  that  are 
increafed  with  goods,  and  think  that  they  have  a  good 
heart  to  God,  good  defires  and  inclinations,  and  hope 
thereupon  for  God's  favour,  may  be  doing  with  theit 
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Id  covenant  of  works,  where  they  and  their  money 
lall  pcrifli :  but  for  you  that  are  pooi\  guiky,  filthy, 
;rifhing  finners,.  deftitute  of  all  good  in  yourfelvcs, 
•re  is  good  news  to  you ;  here  is  grace,  free  grace, 
11  grace,  rich  grace,  all  grace ;  grace  to  juftify  the 
lilty,  grace  to  fanftify  the  filthy,  grace  to  ftrengthen 
c  TTcak,  grace  to  fupply  the  needy.    You  that  want 
:ax:e,   may  come  hear  and  get  it;   you  that  have 
race,  may  come  here  and  get  more ;  this  blood  has 
irchafed  all  grace,  and  the  purchafer  ftands  ready  to 
>inmunicate  it :  for  he  has  no  other  thing  to  do  with 
IS  mediatorial  grace,  but  to  give  it  out  to  finners,  tp 
len,  to  rebels ;  He  has  received  gifts  for  men^  even 
>r  the  rebellious^  that  God  the  Lord  might  dwell  among 
y^ar.     O  the  noble  purchafe  of  this  blood !  It  has  pur- 
hafed  freedom  from  the  law,   both  from  the  curfe 
nd  command  of  the  covenant  of  works,  in  fo  much 
lat  the  behever  is  neither  under  the  mandate,    nor 
he  fanftion  of  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works :  by 
lie  obedien<;e  of  Chrift  to  the  command  of  that  cove- 
lant  they  are  made  righteous^  Rom.  xv.  1 9.  •  Who  alfo 
latb  redeemed  them  from  the  curfe  of  the  law^  being  made 
I  curfe  for  them^  Gal.  iii.  13.    The  believer  indeed  is 
inder  Icronger  obligations  to  obey  the  law,  as  it  is  a 
^ule  of  life  and  holinefs,  than  ever  Adam  was  in  a  ftate 
yf  innocency ,  but  as  it  is  a  covenant  of  works,  and 
condition  of  life,  he  has  not  a  farthing  of  debt  to  pay 
to  it,  if  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  be  complete  and 
full ;   yea,   this  makes  the  law  of  God  his  delight, 
when  he  attains  to  the  faith  of  this,  that  he  has  no- 
thing to  do  with  it  as  it  is  a  covenant. 

In  a  word,  by  this  blood,  fhed  by  the  fword  of  juf* 
tice,  there  is  a  purchafe  made  oiaccefs  to  God.  The 
Son  of  man  was  lifted  up  upon  the  crofs,  to  open  the 
gates  of  heaven,  which  our  fin  had  fliut ;  he  rent  the 
vail  from  top  to  bottom,  and  we  have  boldnejs  to 
enter Anto  the  holiefi  by  the  blood  of  Jeftis.  The  Iword 
awakened  againft  the  Son,  that  he  might  bring  us  to 
the  Father  ;  i  Pet.  iii.  18.  Chrifl  has  once  fit ffered  for 
fn  ;  the  jufi  for  the  unjufiy  that  he  might  brings  us  to 
God.    We  are  at  a  diftance  from  God,  \Yvu^  ^-^ct- 
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ably  in  the  devil's  arms ;  but  they  thai  were  far  cffj  ' 
are  made  nigb  by  the  blood  of  Chr\ji.  All  the  fermong, 
all  the  means  in  the  world,  will  not  bring  us  near  to 
God ;  the  means  by  which  he  draws  men  to  himfelf, 
is  juft  by  his  blood  and  righteoufnefs  ;  When  I  am  lift^ 
ed  upy  lays  Chrift,  /  will  draw  all  men  after  me.  Well, 
he  was  Ufted  up  upon  the  crofs,  where  he  received  the 
blow  of  God's  awakened  fword ;  he  was  lifted  up  in- 
to heaven,  to  his  Father's  right-hand,  and  he  is  lifted 
up  upon  the  pole  of  this  gofpel ;  and  has  he  laid, '/ 
will  draw  all  men  after  me?  O  fay.  Amen.  Lord,  let 
this  be  a  drawing  day. 

VI.  The  Jixth  thing  was  the  application.  Now,  ma- 
ny, very  many  things  might  be  deduced  from  this 
doftrine,  by  way  of  application.  I  fhall  at  the  time 
offer  you  but  a  few  general  inferences j  and  refer  the 
reft  to  be  accommodated  more  particularly  to  the  reft 
of  the  work  of  the  day,  as  the  Lord  ftiall  pleafe  to 
guide  and  direft.  Well,  is  it  fo,  that  by  fpecial  or- 
ders from  Jehovah,  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  man  Chrift, 
his  Shepherd  and  his  Fellow,  did  fall  a  facrifice  to  the 
awakened  fword  of  infinite  juftice  ?  Is  it  fo  as  you  have 
heard  ?  then  we  may  hence  fee,  and  behold, 

I.  The  infinite 'maUg7iity  of  fin,  and  the  dreadful  de^ 
merit  thereof.  Did  it  overflow  the  old  world  with  a 
deluge  of  water  ?  did  it  confume  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
rah with  a  ftorm  of  fire  and  brimftone  ?  did  it  caft  an- 
gels and  men  that  are  under  it  into  Tophet,  the  place 
whereof  is  fire  and  much  wood^  which  the  breath  of  the 
Lord  doth  kindle;  fo  as  the  fmoke  of  their  torments  afcend 
for  ever  and  ever?  In  all  this  may  the  demerit  of  fin 
be  feen  ;  but  much  more  here  in  Chrift,  a  facrifice  to 
the  awakened  fword  of  divine  vengeance.  Go  to  Gol- 
gotha, and  fee  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  drink- 
ing up  the  cup  of  his  Father's  indignation  !  fuffering 
unto  blood  !  fuffering  unto  death  !  for,  Godfpared  him 
not^  being  now  in  the  room  of  finners  :  behold  the  ' 
earth  trembling  under  the  n;i<^:hty  load  of  this  terrible 
wrath;  for  there  was  a  grc.-t  earthquake  while  the 
fworcf  of  God's  wrath  was  ruiming  through  the  man 
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that  was  his  Fellow;  the  heavens  gre^u  dark  when 
this  awful  fpeftacle  was  expofed ;  the  Jun  zvas  ecHpf- 
ed^  contrary  to  the  common  rules  of  nature,  which 
made  an  heathen  philofopher  cry  out,  '  That  either  the 
*  frame  of  nature  was  diffolving,  or  the  God  of  na- 
ture fufFering/  And  what  fhall  we  that  profefs  to  be 
Chriftians  fay  to  thefe  things  ?  what  fhall  we  that  are 
linners  fay  concerning  that  abominable  evil,  fm,  which 
wrought  this  bloody  tragedy  ?  It  was  (in,  and  our  fm 
too  ;  for  he  was  wounded  for  our  iniquities  ;  the  Lord 
laid  on  bun  the  iniquities  of  us  all^  Ifa.  liii.  6.  O  !  how 
heavy  did  the  man  that  is  pod*s  Fellow  find  the 
weight  of  fin  to  be,  when  it  prefled  him  to  the  ground, 
and  made  him  fweat  great  drops  of  blood!  when  the 
fword  of  wrath,  which  he  fullained  in  our  room,  was 
above  his  head. 

2.  Hence  behold  both  the  goqdnefs  and  feverity  of 
God :  his  goodtiefs^  in  finding  out  this  way  of  fatisfac- 
tion  to  his  own  juftice,  and  wounding  his  own  Son, 
that  finners,  for  whom  he  was  Surety,  might  not  be 
wounded  eternally :  and  the  feverity  and  jufiice  of  God, 
in  exacting  fuch  a  full  fatisfadion,  that  though  all  the 
cleft  had  been  fatisfying  eternally  in  hell,  juftice  had 
not  been  made  to  fliine  fo  fplendidly  and  glorioufly. 
O  if  we  could  think  and  fpeak  aright  of  this  wonder- 
ful myftery !  O  wonder  that  we  are  not  more  afFeftcd 
with  it!  that  we,  miferable  wretched  finners,  Ihould 
have  been  purfued  eternally  by  juftice,  and  could  do 
nothing  to  avert  the  ftroak  of  it ;  and  that  fuch  a  great 
and.  glorious  perfon,  as  the  Man,  God's  Fellow, 
fliould  intcrpole  himfelf;  and  hereupon  the  Father 
(hould  fpare  the  poor  finful  enemies,  and  make  way 
for  them  to  efcape,  by  diverting  of  his  juftice  from 
purfuing  them,  and  by  making  it  take  hold  of  the  Son 
of  his  bofom ;  exafting  the  debt  fevercly  from  him  ! 
O  wonder  that  the  Lord  fhould  pafs  by  the  enemies, 
and  fatisfy  himfelf  upon  his  own  Son  ! 

3.  Hence  behold  the  wonderful  concurrence  of  (lie 
glorious  perfons  of  the  bleifed  Trhiity,  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghoft,  to  carry  on  the  work  of  our  reuf  mp- 
tion  ;  for  here  is  the  Lord  of  holts,  Jtrhovah,  Fatlicr, 
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Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  one  God,  effentially  confidered, 
profecuting  the  work  of  redemption ;  and  faying,  with 
refpefk  to  Chrift,  the  fecond  pcrfon  of  the  Godhead, 
confidered  as  he  became  man  and  Mediator,  Awake^  O 
/wordy  againji  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow.  Not  that  God 
the  Father  delighted  in  the  fuffering,  as  fuch,  of  his 
innocent  Son  ;  for,  he  afflids  not  willingly ^  even  the' child* 
dren  of  men :  but  confidering  the  end  and  the  eSe& 
that  was  to  follow,  the  feed  that  he  ftiould  beget  to  c- 
temal  life,  and  the  captives  whom  he  was  to  redeem; 
in  this  refpeft,  It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him  ;  when 
he  might  have  fuffered  all  mankind  to  ly  ftill  in  their 
forlorn  condition,  it  pleafed  him  to  give  his  life  a  ran- 
fom  for  many.  Here  the  whole  Trinity  is  in  concert, 
each  perfon  to  perform  his  own  part ;  wherein  all  the 
bright  perfedions  of  the  divine  nature  do  gloriouflycon- 
fpire.  O  !  how  does  God  commend  his  love  to  as,  in  that 
wbiljl  we  were  yet  finnersy  Chrid  died  for  us  ?  Roin.  v» 
8.  And,  O  how  he  loved  us,  who  wafhed  us  from  our 
fins  in  his  own  blood  f  Rev.  i.  5.    Again, 

4.  Behold  herein  the  holy  fovereignty  of  God,  that 
over-rules  all  the  aftions  of  men,  even  thefe  wherein 
they  have  a  moft  fenfible  hand,  and  are  mofl  inexcuf- 
able.  Though  Juda^  that  betrayed,  Pilate  that  con- 
demned, the  innocent  Son  of  God,  aded  moft  finful- 
ly  ;  yet  the  Lord  himfelf  had  an  aftive  over-ruling  hand 
in  carrying  on  his  own  defigns.  What  Judas  and  Pilate 
did,  was  not  by  guefs,  but  juft  the  execution  of  God's 
antient  decree :  how  pure  and  fpotlefs  is  God  in  vent- 
ing and  manifefting  his  grace,  holinefs,  and  juftice, 
when  men  are  venting  their  corruption,  impiety,  and 
injuftice !  Here  is  a  principal  diamond  in  Jehovah's 
crown,  that  he  is  able,  not  only  to  govern  all  the  natu- 
ral fecond  caufes  that  are  in  the  world,  in  their  feveral 
courfes  and  afliions,  and  order  them  to  his  own  glory  ; 
but  even  devils,  wicked  men,  and  hypocrites,  their 
moft  corrupt  and  abominable  adions,  and  make  them 
invariably  fubfervient  to  the  promoting  of  his  own  holy 
ends  and  purpofes,  and  yet  be  free  of  their  fm,  for 
which  they  ftiall  count  to  him :  and  as  it  was  no  excufe 
to  the  crucifiers  of  the  Sou  of  God,  that  they  did  what 
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before  was  decreed  of  God ;  fo  it  fhall  be  no  excufc  to 
any  man  in  a  iinful  courfe,  that  God  has  a  hand  in  e- 
tery  thing  that  really  comes  to  pafs,  wKor  yet  is  juft  and 
holy  in  all.  This  may  alfo  ftay  our  hearts,  when  the 
devil  and  his  inftniments  are,  as  it  were,  running  mad, 
that  they  can  do  no  more  than  what  God  permits  ;  nay, 
fome  way  commiffionates  them  to  do :  no  fword  of  men, 
or  devils,  can  do  any  execution,  unlefs  God  fays,  Awake^ 
OJkmrd. 

5.  In  this  text  and  doftrine  we  may  fee  and  behold, 
what  a  ghrioufly  welt-qualified  Redeemer  we  have ;  he 
is  GwTs  Shepherd^  the  man  his  Fellow :  behold  what  in- 
tcreft  he  has  in  God !  and  that  both  by  nature,  being 
God  Fellow ;  and  by  covenant,  being  God*s  Shepherd : 
bfehold  what  intereft  he  has  in  us ;  and  that  alfo  both 
by  nature,  being  man ;  and  by  covenant,  by  virtue  of 
the  covenant  of  grace,  being  our  Shepherd  by  God's 
app6i'ntment  and  conftitution.  O  how  fit  is  he,  who  is 
the  eiTential  Wifdom  of  the  Father,  to  reveal  the  coun- 
fel  of  God's  love  from  eternity !  How  fit  is  he,  who  is 
the  middle  perfon  of  the  Godhead,  to  be  the  Mediator 
and  Midfman !  How  fit  is  he,  who  is  the  eternal  Son  of 
God,  to  bring  many  fons  and  daughters  to  glory !  The 
eternal  Word  that  made  the  world,  alfo  to  redeem  the 
world !  How  fit,  as  God-man  ;  being  man,  to  pay  man's 
debt ;  as  God,  to  give  it  a  value :  man,  to  deal  with 
man ;  and  God,  to  deal  with  God !  What  an  able  Sa- 
viour muft  he  be,  who  is  God's  Fellow  !  ab/e  to  favc  to 
the  uttermojif  Help  is  laid  upon  one  that  is  mighty  indeed ! 
What  a  willing  Saviour  mull  he  be,  who  is  God's  Fellow! 
He  could  not  have  been  forced  to  futFer,  nor  dragged  to 
the  work,  if  he  had  not  been  willing :  nay,  with  chcarful 
ivillingnefs  he  flew,  as  it  were,  upon  tliepoint  of  the  fword ; 
Lo,  /  come.  What  a  fufficient  ranfom  has  he  given,  fince 
he  is  God's  Fellow !  O  this  price  of  redemption  cannot 
be  over-Valued !  What  a  well-furniflied  Saviour  is  he,  to 
give  life  to  whom  he  will.  God's  Fellgw,  the  party 
offended,  dying  to  conciliate  friendfliip  with  the  party 
offending !  O  what  a  gift  is  Chrill:,  when  God  fo  loved 
the  iiSiorldj  as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son  ;  his  Fellow^ 
bis  Equal!  It  is  more  than  neaven,  and  earth,  and  the 
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whole  univcrfe !  O  how  fure  and  permanent  muft  this 
redemption  be,  that  is  managed  by  the  Lord  of  hofts, 
and  his  Fellow !  What  a  fure  and  fweet  way  to  the  Fa- 
ther, is  the  man  Chrift,  fince  he  is  God*s  Fellow  !  Tliink 
not  ftrange  that  he  was  able  to  triumph  over  all  ene- 
mies, to  outwit  the  old  Serpent,  to  rife  again  from  the 
grave,  to  conquer  hell,  and  purchafe  heaven ;  for  the 
man  was  God's  Fellow.  How  highly  is  our  nature  ad- 
vanced in  Chrift!  though  not -changed  iijto  the  divine, 
yet  perfonally  united  thereto :  Chrift  has  not  loft  his 
dignity,  by  becoming  man  ;  Tie  is  the  man  God's  Fel- 
low. O  what  a  well-qualified  and  glorious  Redeemer  is 
he!  qualified  by  the  Lord  of  hofts  himfelf,  who  had 
made  him  his  Shepherd,  who  is  our  Shepherd !  The 
Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  fays  the  believer";  and  he  is  my 
Shepherd,  fays  Jehovah,  though  in  different  refpefts :  I 
have  made  him  the  Shepherd  of  my  fheep.  O  if  God's 
Shepherd  be  your  Shepherd,  poor  foul ;  if  your  heart 
be  pleafed  with  the  choice  that  he  has  made  of  a  Shep- 
herd ;  and  God's  eleft  be  your  elefi",  God's  choice  your 
choice,  happy,  thrice  happy  were  it  for  you,  that  ever 
you  was  born.  O  that  a  flock  of  flieep  were  gathered 
to  him  to-day ! 

6.  We  may  hence  fee  the  terrible  Jiate  of  unbelievers 
and  Chriftlefs  finners,  on  the  one  hand;  and  the 
comfortable  Jl ate  of  believers,  on  the  other. 

(i.)  On  the  one  hand,  I  fay,  we  may  here  fee  the 
dreadful  Jlaie  of  unbelievers,  and  the  damning  nature  of 
unbelief  The  fword  of  divine  juftice,  the  fword  of 
God's  wrath,  is  hanging  over  the  head  of  all  thofe  who 
come  not  under  the  cover  of  the  blood  of  Chrift,  that 
was  (hed  by  this  awful  fword.  It  is  a  l6fty,  but  a  terrible 
word  you  Jiave  in  Deut.  xxxii.  40,  41.  /  lift  up  my 
hand  to  heaven  and  fay.  Hive  for  ever  ;  if  I  whet  my  glit^ 
teringfword,  and  my  hand  take  hold  on  judgment,  I  will  render 
vengeance  to  mine  enemies,  and  a  reward  to  them  that  hate 
vie ;  I  will  make  mine  arrows  drunk  with  blood.  The 
fword  of  God's  vengeance  muft  be  drunk  either  with 
the  blood  of  the  fmner,  or  the  blood  of  the  Surety  ,in 
the  fmner's  room.  Now,  they  who,  through  unbelief, 
dejpife  and  rejed  Chrift,  the  facrifice  to  juftice,  which 

God 


Serm.  J.         ng$inji  God's  Fellow.  6^ 

God  has  provided,  they  muft  thepifelves  be  a  iacrificc 
thereto :  fee  how  fearfully  this  is  fet  forth,  Heb.  x,  27, 
28,  29,  31.     Ifivejtn  wilfully^   after  we  have  received 
ibe  knowledge  of  the  truth  ;  that  is  to  fay,  if  we  wilfully 
and  finally  rejed  Chrift ;  if  we  live  and  die  in  unbelief, 
refufing  die  remedy  that  God  has  provided,   notwith- 
fianding  it  is  made  known  to  us  in  the  glorious  gofpel^ 
there  is  no  remedy  for  us  but  perifliing ;  there  remains 
wio  more  facrifice  for  fin,  hut  a  fearful  looking  for  of  judg* 
jnent,  and  fiery  indignation,  which  fhall  devour  the  adver- 
Juries .     O  finner,  there  is  not  a  day  you  hear  fermon, 
and  hear  Chrift  offered,  but  if  you  flight  him,  you  go 
away  with  a  new  load  of  gilt ;  hence  the  hell  of  profef- 
fors  (hall  be  the  greateft  and  hoteft  places  in  hell :  the 
like  of  Corazen  and  Bethfaida,  the  like  of  Dunfermline, 
and  the  places  about,  where  Chrift  is  preached,  fliall  go 
to  the  center  of  hell,  when  others  fliall  not  have  fo  hot 
a  hell.     This  fin  of  unbelief  is  worfc  than  the  murder- 
ing Chrift ;    for  they  knew  not  that  he  was  the  Lord 
of  glory :    but  this  fin  wilfully  rejefts  him,  while  you 
know  he  is  the  I^ord  of  glory.     The  fin  of  unbelief, 
what  a  dreadful  thing  is  it !  The  man  makes  God  mofb 
true,  a  liar,  like  the  devil !  and  refufes  to  let  God  have 
the  honour  of  a  full  fatisfaftion  to  juftice ;  will  not  let 
God  get  fatisfadlion  for  all  his  fins,  as  he  might  have  in 
the  facrifice  of  his  Son.     O  unbelief,    unbelief!  for  a 
man  to  have  continued  all  his  days,  from  his  infancy, 
under  the  drop  of  the  word  and  calls  of  the  Spirit  and 
the  Bride,  faying,  Come^  come  to  Chriji^  and  yet  the  man 
lives  and  dies  never  hearkening. 

(2.)  On  tli,e  other  hand,  here  we  may  fee  the  comfort" 
able  ftate  of  believers  in  Chrift,  and  xhtfaving  nature  of 
true  jufiifying  faith.  The  believer  cannot  but  be  fafe 
and  happy  ;  for  the  ftroak  of  the  fword  of  juftice  has 
fallen  by  him,  and  has  lighted  upon  his  Surety,  his 
Shepherd  :  the  death  of.  the  Shepherd  is  the  life  of  the 
ftieep.  Though  the  flieep  may  be  fcattered,  and  fear- 
red  with  fatherly  chaftifements  ;  yet  the  Shepherd  being 
fmitten  with  the  fword  of  vindidive  juftice,  no  ftroak  of 
judicial  wrath  fliall  ever  fall  upon  them :  for  Chrift  has 
borne  their  griefs ^  and  carried  their  forrovjs^  viiv^b'j  bu 

Jlri^es 
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jUipes  they  isre  healed  :•  arid  all  that  look  tb  him  by  fkith 
Ihill  be  healed,  arid  faved  itt  like  manner.  The  bbjeflf 
6f  juftlfying  faith  is  the  man  God's  Fellow,  falling  a  fe- 
ferifice  to  the  fword  of  divine  juftice.  Though  you 
fliould  believe  all  the  Bible,  the  i)^hole  divine  revelation, 
excejpt  this  point,  Chriji  fit  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  ih 
thod,  you  have  no  juftifying  faith ;  the  doftriric  of  thfe 
blood  of  God,  of  a  crucified  Chrift,  this  only  is  thfe 
helling  balfam  id  the  bleeding  wounds  of  the  fmhef', 
that  has  any  fenfe  of  fih,  or  fear  of  wrath.  Talk  of  the 
law  to  fuch  a  man,  it  is  juft  as  if  you  fhould  bring  k 
hiurderer  to  fee  the  ghoft  of  the  man  he  had  killed :  O-, 
fayis  he,  that  is  the  law  that  I  have  broken,  and  fo  he  ih 
racked  and  tormented,  left  the  fword  of  Wrath  averigfe 
the  quarrel  of  the  broken  law  upon  him ;  but  let  hirik 
fee  a  Chrift  dyitig  on  a  crofs,  with  the  fword  of  wrath 
running  through  his  heart,  a  Chrift  hanging  betwteteft 
heaven  and  earth  in  his  room,  and  all  the  debt  of  the 
cleft  upon  his  fhoulders,  here  is  a  full  cordial  to  a  faint- 
irig  foul ;  here  is  the  aft  of  juftifying  faith,  the  beholding 
of  this  facrifice^  and  acquiefcing  in  it  as  the  price  of 
redemption ;  relying  on  the  precious  blood  that  was 
drawn  by  that  awful  fword,  and  laying  the  ftrefs  of  oiit 
Salvation  upon  it :  that  is  a  laying  ftrels  where  God  laid 
it,  a  coming  under  the  covert  of  the  blood  of  the  rilafi 
that  is  God's  Fellow,  as  a-fcreen  frcttn  the  law  and  juf- 
tice. Here  is  a  noble  foundation  for  faith ;  we  may  c^ 
Ven  dare  to  approach  a  provoked  God,  an  angry  Deity, 
the  God  who  is  a  confuming  fire,  and  a  flaming  fword ; 
why,  here  is  blood,  worthy  blood,  to  quench  -flie  fire  ^ 
the  man  that  is  God*s  Fellow  bleeding  and  dying  in  our 
nature.    We  may  well  fay  with  Luther,  '  Lord,   keep 

*  me  from  a  mere  God,  an  abfolute  God ;  a  God  hot 

*  in  Chrift,  not  reconciled  by  the  death  of  Chrift.* 
But  here  is  the  atonement  and  propitiation ;  and  there^ 
foi*e  faith  may  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace. 

*  7.  Hence  alfo  we  may  fee  the  malignity  of  an  antichrif- 
tianfpirit ;  nOt  only  that  of  Papijis^  who  bring  in  theiir 
Virorks  of  merit  upon  the  field  of  juftification  before  God, 
as  if  any  thing  could  pleafe  a  dreadful  God,  befides 
the  blood  of  his  Fdlbw  j  but  alfo,  all  others  that  are  e*- 
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nemics  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift ;  enemies  to  the  gloriom 

gpfpel  of  a  crucified  Chrift. Here  the  Socinian  fpirit 

)S  condemned  as  aptichriftian,  who  fay,  '  That  God  wa^ 
^  never  alleviate  from  man ;  and  that  God,  out  of  his 

*  mere  bounty,   without  any  interveening  fatisfaftioi), 

*  pardons  fin  :*  But  if  fo,  why  would  ever  there  be  fucb  a 
found  as.  Awake j  0  fword^  again/i  the  man  that  is  my 
Fellow  ?  Why  would  there  have  been  an  atonement,  if 
it  was  not  to  avert  the  wrath  revealed  from  heaven  againft 
?11  the  ungodlinefs  and  unrighteoufnefs  of  men  ?  In  viain 
4id  the  fword  awake  and  fmite  the  Shepherd,  if  without 
fiedding  of  blood  there  was  remijfton. — Here  alfo,  the  £/- 
hertine^  and  Latitudinarian  fpirit  is  condemned.  O! 
^bs^t  ignorant  fpttifli  fools  are  they,  who  make  a  mock 
at  fin,  which  being  imputed  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  made 
him  fweat  and  bleed  in  the  anguifh  of  his  foul !  O  what 
ms^dnefs  are  they  guilty  of,  who  prefer  the  fatisfaftion 
of  dieir  brutifh  lulls,  to  the  falvation  of  their  precious 
fouls,  the  redemption  whereof  is  fo  precious,  that  it 
ceafeth  for  ever,   unlefs  the  blood  of  God  be  flied  for 

'  it ! — Here  alfo  the  Arminian  fpirit  is  condemned,  and  e- 
very  Legal  fpirit,  under  whatfoever  denomination,  who 
make  faith,  or  any  aft  or  part  of  it,  or  any  thing  elfc 
whatfqever,  befides  the  blood  of  Chrift,  to  be  our  righ- 
teoufiiefs  before  God ;  fuch  doftrine  darkens  grace,  in- 
croaches  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  Lord  our  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  is  contrary  to  the  very  nature  of  faith,  which 
is  a  palling  from,  and  difclalming  all  other  foundations, 
and  a  running  to,  and  pleading'upon  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
Ihed  by  the  awakened  fword  of  juftice.  The  doftrine 
of  our  text  expofes  the  malignity  of  a  legal  fpirit,  which 
is  fo  natural  to  men,  and  rages  fo  much  at  this  day ;  as 
if  men,  by  their  terms  and  conditions  on  their  part, 
could  paciry  a  God  of  terrible  majefty,  whom  yet  no- 
thing will  appeafe,  but  the  blood  of  the  man  that  is  his 
Fellow :  furely  they  know  not  the  perfeftion  of  God's 
holinefs,  the  terrour  of  his  juftice,  the  feverity  of  his 
tribunal,  the  fpirituality  and  extent  of  his  law,  nor  yet 
their  own  corruption,  weaknefs,  and  wickednefs  by  na- 
ture, who  will  dare  to  make  any  thing  the  ground  and 
condition  of  theii*  acceptance  with  God,  bul  \\\c  diowv^ 
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and  dying,  the  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  Some 
make  faith,  others  repentance  and  new  obedience,  the 
ftriQ:  and  proper  condition  of  the  new  covenant ;  but  if 
we  will  not  fhut  our  eyes,  we  may  fee  that  Chrift's  obe- 
dience, fuffering,  and  fatisfaftion  is  the  only  proper  and 
ftria,  fo  called,  condition  thereof:  the  parties  of  the 
covenant  of  grace,  are  God  and  Chrift ;  Chrift  anfwcr- 
ing  for  all  the  eleft  therein :  now,  the  condition  of  the 
covenant  muft  be  a  condition  perfortnable  and  fulfilled 
by  one  of  the  parties,  to  wit,  Chrift  ;  and  the  condition 
is,  That  he,  in  his  obedience  to  the  death,  become  a 
facrifice  to  the  fword  of  divine  juftice ;  and  upon  this 
condition  all  fpiritual  ^nd  eternal  bleffings  are  promifed 
to  the  elefl: ;  faith,  repentance,  and  all  good  are  pro- 
mifed upon  this  ground ;  for,  fays  God,  upon  his  mak^ 
ing  his  foul  an  offering  forfin^  he  jhall  fee  his  feed :  they 
(hall  get  the  good  things  promifed ;  faith,  love,  know- 
ledge, fear,  and  obedience,  which  are  all  the  fruits  of 
this  grand  condition  of  the  covenant :  faith  is  indeed  of 
abfolute  neceffity,  and  the  only  means  whereby  we  come 
to  be  juftified  ;  //  is  by  faith^  that  it  may  be  by  grace  ; 
that  is,  faith  renounces  itfelf,  and  all  other  graces  and 
good  things,  in  point  of  acce  ptance  with  God,  and  looks 
for  it  only  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  which  alone 
covers  our  iniquities,  and  makes  us  to  be  accepted  of 
God.  Not  by  works  of  righteoufnefs  that  we  do^  nor  by 
faith  as  a  work,  or  as  the  fulfilling  of  a  condition,  upon 
which,  being  performed  by  us,  or  wrought  of  God  in 
us,  we  may  plead  for  God's  making  out  his  part  of  the 
covenant ;  O  no :  our  only  plea  before  God  in  this  ob- 
jefl:  of  faith ;  the  bloody  facrifice,  made  by  the  fword 
of  juftice,  upon  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow ;  evert 
that  our  Lord  Jefus  has  paid  our  debt,  by  fulfilling  the 
law  in  our  room,  and  fatisfying  for  the  breaches  thereof. 
As  faith  is  necefTary,  feeing  without  faith  it  is  impoffible 
to  pleafe  God ;  fo  is  repentance  neceffary;  jR?r,  except 
we  repent^  we  fhall  all  likcwife  pcrijh :  holinefs  is  ne- 
ceffary ;  For  without  holinefs  no  man  Jhall  fee  God :  they 
are  neceffary  as  qualities  of  the  covenanted,  purchafed, 
and  promifed  blefSngs  of  the  covenant.  None  tliat  are 
aduaVy  in  the  covenant,  ;)ire  without  them  j  'and  fo  all 
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that  are  without  them  will  perifh  and  die  in  their  fins  : 
but  let  our  fouls  detdl  the  bringing  in  thefe,  or  any 
thing  elfe,  in  conjunftion  witli  Chrift,  and  his  blood 
and  righteoufnefs,  fo  as  thereupon  to  look  for  any  be- 
nefit, favour,  or  acceptance  with  God  ;  but  let  us  Icok 
for  all  holinefs,  as  well  as  happinefs,  only  in  and  thro' 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  upon  the  account  of  his  g'vlng  him- 
felf  a  facrifice  to  the  awakened  fword  of  jultice.  And 
fo  I  come  to  the 

8.  And  laft  inference,  that  I  name  at  the  time,  name- 
ly. Hence  we  may  fee.    What  is  the  great  duty  of  all 
who  hear  this  gofpel,  namely^  to  embrace  the  man  that 
is  God's  Fellow,  to  flock  in  to  this  Shepherd,  and  come 
to  him  as  the  facrificfe  and  propitiation  in  his  blood,  in 
whom  the  fword  of  divine  jultice  has  got  fatisfaftion. 
Let  me  then  exhort  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to 
this  duty,  before  I  clofe.     I  may  afterwards  fpeak  to 
diflferent  forts  of  perfons,  and  I  may  afterwards  tell  you 
whom  I  call  to  the  communion-table,  but  at  prefent 
I  am  calling  you  all  to  come  to  Chrift.     If  you  think 
of  communicating,    in  God's  name,  ftand  aback  from 
his  table,  if  you  will  not  come  to  his  Chrift ;  and  whe* 
ther  you  be  thinking  of  communicating  or  not,  man, 
woman,  young  or  old,  that  hear  me,  I  charge  you,  in 
Jehovah's  name,   to  hear  the  word  of  falvation,    and 
apply  it  particularly  to  your  own  fouls,   whoever  you 
be.     Is  it  fo,   that  the  fword  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  is 
bathed  in  the  blood  of  the  Shepherd,  the  man  that  is 
God's  Fellow,  then,  as  you  would  not  fall  a  facrifice 
to  this  fword  of  God's  wrath  for  ever,    O  clofe  with 
the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  as  he  that  fell  a  facrifice 
'  to  this  fword  in  your  room.     Have  you  no  apprehenfi- 
on  of  the  wrath  of  God,  and  of  your  dreadful  conditi- 
on by  nature,  wherein  you  are  lying  bound  to  be  a  fa- 
crifice to  the  wrath  of  God,   the  Lord's  hand  being 
ftretched  out  to  lay  on  the  ftroak,  and  the  wrath  of 
God  abiding  on  you,  liable  to  the  law's  fentence,  which 
is  the  curfe  of  God,  and  the  vengeance  of  his  awaken- 
ed fword,  until  once  you  get  the  man  that  is  God's 
Fellow  put  in  your  room  ?  All  that  the  gofpel  aims  at 
is  thi4   that  yoti  Vv^ould  feek  to  change  tooycv^v  ^VOa 
VoL.L     '  K  ....  CX\x\^ 
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Chrift :  guilty  finners,  here  is  the  way  to  get  your  debt 
paid,  your  Judge  pleafed,  juftice  fatisfied,  God  atoned, 
fin  expiated,  and  everlafting  peace  and  reconciliation 
between  God  and  you  made  up.  ITie  fword  of  tbc 
Lord  of  hofts  is  hanging  over  your  heads,  crying. 
Vengeance,  vengeance  upon  the  guilty  finner :  This  » 
the  fad  and  certain  tidings  of  the  law,  Curfed  is  every 
one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things^  written  in  the  book 
of  the  law  to  do  them.  But  behold  the  man  that  is  God's 
Shepherd  and  Fellow ;  the  curfe  of  the  law,  the  ven- 
geance of  God,  the  fword  of  Jehovah,  has  lighted  up- 
on him  that  it  might  not  fall  upon  you :  there  is  the 
glad  news  and  good  tidings  of  the  gofpel.  Is  there  not 
here  a  fuitable  objeft,  and  a  fufficient  foundation  of 
faith,  that  Chrift  is  fet  forth  of  God  to  be  a  propitiation 
through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  the  righteoufnels 
of  God,  that  he  might  be  juft,  and  the  juftifier  of  them 
that  believe  in  Jefus? — Now,  unworthy,  wretched, 
guilty,  filthy,  bloody  finner,  will  you  take  a  worthy 
match ;  the  man  that  is  God^s  Fellow  ?  Will  you  go  with 
this  man  ?  Will  you  take  him  in  his  garments  rolled  in 
his  own  blood,  when  the  fword  of  juftice  did  awake  a- 
gainft  him  and  fmote  him  to  death  ?  The  great  6od  of 
hofts  was  in  fad  earneft,  when  he  gave  his  Shepherd, 
his  glorious  Fellow,  the  bloody  blow ;  and  now  he  \t 
in  earneft  in  his  call,  fwearing,  by  a  folemn  oath.  As 
he  lives  ^  that  he  takes  no  delight  in  the  death  of  finners  ; 
and  declaring,  by  his  drawing  forth  the  hcart-blood  of 
the  man  that  is  his  Fellow,  that  he  is  willing  to  fave 
you  upon  the  account  of  this  facrifice,  that  his  juftice 
has  got :  only  welcome  the  news  as  a  faithful  faying^ 
and  worthy  of  all  acceptation  :  and  put  in  for  a  mare  of 
the  benefits  of  this  facrifice,  for  it  is  the  beft,  and  the 
laft,  that  ever  you  will  hear  of ;  and  if  it  be  flighted, 
There  remains  no  more  facrifice  for  fin.  As  the  eternal 
God  is  willing,  fo  his  eternal  Son  is  both  able  and  wil- 
ling to  fave  you  ;  and  if  he  had  not  been  fo,  he  would 
never  liave  fuftained  the  ftroak  of  avenging  juftice  in 
the  room  of  finners,  who  is  that  good  Shepnerd  that 
laid  down  his  life  for  the  flieep.  When  he  was  fmitten, 
by  the  fword  of  juftice,  he  willingly  undertook  and  un- 
dtrwent  it}   be  longed  for  tke  \AooA?f  X^-sc^fev^  ^wA 
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ftraitened  till  it  was  accompliflied.     When  he  was 
:cn  by  the  hands  of  men.  He  hid  not  his  face  from 
e  andfpittingy  but  was  led  like  a  lanib  to  tbejlaugh- 
and  as  a  Jheep  before  her  Jhearers  is  dumbj  fo  he  tf- 
i  not  his  mouth :  He  never  quarrelled  or  complain- 
ecaufe  it  was  for  our  caufc.     Would  he  not  quar- 
nth  thefe  that  fmote  him  ?  and  will  he  quarrel  with 
or  fumer  that  defires  to  come  to  him,  and  to  plead 
t)cnefit  of  his  latisfadion  ?  No,  no ;  he  will  refi  in 
TVBj   Zeph.  iii.  17, ;  or,  as  the  word  fignifies,  He 
befilent^  or  dumb  in  his  love  ;  he  will  not  upbraid 
for  your  falls,   nor  quarrel  you  for  your  former 
icmeanours :  he  will  be  more  content  with  your, 
very,  than  ever  he  was  difcontent  with  your  apof- 
:  he  will  be  more  pleafed  with  your  coming  to  him, 
I  ever  he  was  difpleafed  with  your  fins,  and  depar- 
8  againft  him.     Come  tlien,  by  the  love  and  good- 
of  God  in  Chrift,  by  the  blood  and  bowels  of  the 
1  Jefus  Chrift,  I  adjure  and  intreat  you  not  to  ex- 
c  yoiirfelves,  by  unbelief,  from  all  the  benefits  of 
fecrifice,  that  Chrift  offered  of  himfelf  to  the  fword 
livine  wrath,   but  accept  of  this  propitiation,  and 
^our  poor  guilty  fouls  under  the  covert  of  the  blood 
lis  man  that  is  God's  Fellow :  behold !  God  brings 
•  this  blood  of  Jefus   to  you,   even  to  you,   that 
the  moft  hardened  finners  in  all  this  houfe :    Ifa. 
.  12,  13.    Hearken  unto  me^  ye  fiout-hearted  and  far 
X  righteoufnefs  ;  behold,  I  bring  near  my  righteoiifnefs. 
ift  and  his  blood  and  righteoufnefs  is  fo  near  to  you, 
you  may  lay  hold  on  him,  and  touch  the  hem  of 
garments,  and  be  whole.     In  the  name  of  God,  I 
:laim  the  accefs  that  you  have  all  to  come  to  Chrift, 
to  look  unto,  and  depend  upon  him  for  falvation  ; 
k  unto  him,  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth,  and  be  ye  faved. 
a  warranted  to  preach  this  gofpel  to  every  creature : 
•e  is  no  rational  creature  within  thefe  walls,   that 
d  in  need  of  falvation,  but  you  have  it,  unlefs  you 
ully  rejeft  it ;    Whofoever  will,  let  him  come.     Will 
.  tell  me,    dare  you  fay  but  you  ftand  in  need  of 
:ift  to  come  in  between  you  and  the  fword  of  tiv^ 
d  of  hoik  ?  h  the  fword,  the  awakened  i^woxd  ol 
X  2  Goe^'^ 
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God's  wrath  and  vengeance  a  light  matter  ?  arc  you 
content  to  bear  the  lalhes  of  it,  in  your  own  perfons 
through  all  eternity  ?  If  not^  then  will  you  be  content 
to  change  rooms  with  Chrift  ?  content  that  he  be  made 
Jin  for  you,  and  that  you  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God 
in  him  f  2  Cor.  v.  a  i .  Content  that  all  your  fin  and 
guilt  be  laid  upon  him,  and  that  all  his  merit  and  righ- 
teoufnefs  be  imputed  unto  you  ?  If  you  be  not  pleafed 
with  this  fweet  bargain,  what  in  all  the  world  will  you 
do  with  your  fin  and  guilt  ?  Can  you  anfwer  well  enough 
for  it  at  God's  tribunal  ?  What  will  you  do  with  all  your 
plagues  and  maladies  ?  Can  you  heal  them  yourfelves  ? 
What  will  you  do  with  all  the  curfes  and  tnreatenings 
of  God's  law,  when  grim  death  will  ftare  you  broad  m 
the  face,  and  when  the  lafl:  fetch  of  your  breath  fhall 
fu  mmon  you  to  come  and  anfwer  before  the  juft  tribu- 
nal of  God  ?  What  will  you  do  with  the  flaming  fword 
of  wrath,  that  hangs  above,  hovers  over  your  head^ 
and  will  light  upon  you  fearfully,  as  fure  as  God  lives, 
unlefs  you  be  pleafed  with  this  bargain,  that  Chrift 
bear  all  the  weight  of  your  falvation,  and  all  the  weight 
of  God's  wrath  for  you  ?  God  feeks  no  more,  and  he 
feeks  no  lefs  than  this.  You  will  fay.  Who  would  not 
be  pleafed  with  this  bargain  ?  Alas  !  Are  there  not  many 
here:  that  are  not  pleafed  ?  While  you  think  that  there 
mufl  be  fome  other  things  to  pleafe  and  apj>eafe  Gpd ; 
may  be  you  think  you  Ihould  have  fome  good  qualifi- 
cations to  pleafe  him ;  that  your  hearing,  reading, 
praying,  communicating,  will  pleafe  him ;  your  tears, 
good  motions  and  aifeftions  will  pleafe  him:  if  you- 
think  fo,  you  do  not  think  honourably  of  God.  Will 
any  of  thefe  things  appeafe  the  awful  Judge,  and  ward  oflF 
the  avenging  blow,  when  he  fays,  Awake,  0  fword!  No, 
no.  If  you  be  not  pleafed  with  the  man  that  is  God's  Fel- 
low, and  him  alone  to  be  your  Surety,  his  blood  alone 
to  be  your  covert  from  the  fword  of  wrath,  God  can- 
not be  pleafed  with  you,  though  you  fhould  weep  an 
ocean  of  tears,  give  all  that  "you  have  to  the  poor,  and 
give  your  body  to  be  burnt ;  you  both  lofc  your  foul 
and  all  your  labour  to  the  bargain.  The  queftion  is, 
arc  you  content  that  Chrift  aJonc  aufwer  for  you  ?  that 
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Jic  alone  (land  between  you  and  the  fword  ?•  If  you  think 
to  put  any  thing  elfe  sJong  with  Chrift,  to  ftand  be- 
tween you  and  the  fword,  it  is  but  a  rotten  rag,  and 
the  flaming  fword  will  bum  through  it,  and  get  at  you 
-with  its  devouring  vengeance,  Chrift  alone  then  muflt 
liave  the  whole  ftrefs  of  your  falvation  laid  on  him :  arc 
you  content  ?  will  you  have  falvation  freely,  through 
the  blood  of  Jefus  ? 

The  glorious  gofpel  is  much  clouded  at  this  day, 
with  legal  terms,  conditions,  and  qualifications.  If 
my  doftrine  were  upon  condition  that  you  did  fo  and 
fo  ;  that  you  believe,  and  repent,  and  mourn,  and  pray, 
and  obey,  and  the  like,  then  you  fhall  have  the  favour 
of  God ;  I  dare  not  for  my  life  fay,  that  that  is  the 
gofpel :  but  the  gofpel  I  defire  to  preach,  is,  will  you 
have  a  Chrift  to  work  faith,  repentance,  love,  and 
all  good  in  you,  and  to  ftand  between  you  slnd  the 
fword  of  divine  wrath  ?  Here  there  is  no  room  for  you 
to  objeft,  that  you  are  not  qualified,  becaufe  you  are 
fuch  an  hardened,  unhumbled,  blind,  and  ftupid 
wretch ;  for  the  queflion  is  not,  will  you  remove  thefe 
evils,  and  then  come  to  Chrift  ?  but,  will  you  have  a 
Chrift  to  remove  them  for  you  ?  It  is  becaufe  you  are 
plagued  with  thefe  difeafes  that  I  call  you  to  come  to 
the  Phyfician,  that  he  may  heal  them.  Are  you  qua- 
lified for  hell  and  damnation  ?  and  have  you  much  mif- 
chief  and  mifery  about  you  ?  Why,  there  needs  be 
no  better  qualifications  for  you  to  come  to  Chrift  :  we 
would  indeed  have  fome  good  qualifications  in  thefe 
whom  we  invite  to  a  communion-table ;  they  fhould 
be  humbled,  believing,  penitent  people ;  becaufe  it  is 
prefuppofed  that  they  have  come  to  Chrift,  and  receiv- 
ed  fome  good  out  of  his  hand :  but  when  I  call  you  to 
come  to  Chrift,  and  feek  no  good  qualifications  of  you 
at  all,  prior  to  your  coming  to  him,  but  that  you  come 
with  all  your  black  and  hellifti  qualifications,  that  he 
may  take  them  away,  and  put  fome  good  qualifications 
upon  you ;  fo  that,  whatever  bad  things  be  about  you, 
it  ftiould  rather  be  an  argument  for  your  coming,  than 
an  hinderance  of  your  coming  to  him  ;  for  never,  ne- 
ver will  you  get  your  UJs  mended,  tiU  you  coiac  Vo\Cvc5\ 
to  do  It  for  you. 
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But  neither  is  there  any  room  for  you  here  to  objed, 
that  your  guilt  is  fo  great,  and  Gpd's  juftice  is  fo  ter- 
rible, that  you  have  no  hope ;  for  what  am  I  telling 
you  all  this  time,  but  that  the  terrible  fword  of  juftice 
is  fatisfied  and  appeafed,  to  the  full,  with  the  blood  of 
the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow?  Here  is  the  way  that 
God  himfelf  hath  laid  down  for  getting  fatisfaSion  j 
and  there  is  no  other  way  :  though  you  man,  woman, 
had  the  guilt  of  all  the  world  lying  on  your  back,  all 
that  is  requirdd  of  you  is  juft  this,  to  be  heartily  pleaf* 
'  ed  and  content  that  God  gfet  fatisfaftion  for  all  your 
fins  in  this  way :  and  if  you  be,  the  fword  Ihall  be  put 
up  in  the  fcabbard,  and  never  reach  you :  God  will 
get  his  juftice  fatisfied  more  glorioufly  ,  this  way  up- 
on  you,  than  though  he  ftiould  damn  you  in  hell  to  e» 
ternity. 

Come,  come  then,  before  I  clofe;  away  with  all 
your  objedions,  and  let  God  be  glorified,  to  the  high- 
eft,  in  your  embracmg  this  way  of  falvation  to  your 
fouls,  and  this  way  of  fatisfaftion  to  juftice.  Behold ! 
once  for  all,  I  make  you  the  richeft  offer  that  ever  wag 
heard  tell  of;  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  I  offer 
you  the  Man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  to  be  a  complete 
Saviour  to  you,  to  ftand  between  you  and  the  fword  of 
divine  wrath,  and  to  be  the  Burden-bearer  for  you ;  to 
bear  the  \veight  of  all  the  curfes  of  the  law,  the  weight 
of  all  God's  wrath,  the  weight  of  all  your  falvation  for 
you ;  and  to  do  all  your  work  in  you  and  for  you.  O 
foul,  am  I  not  offering  a  fuitable  and  worthy  match  to 
ygu  ?  He  is  a  man  indeed,  but  a  wonderful  man,  the 
man  that  is  God's  Fellow :  What  fay  you  ?  Will  you  go 
with  this  Man?  Will  you  match  with  this  Man?  It  is 
true,  I  am  unworthy  to  offer  the  like  of  him ;  for  the 
latchet  of  hisjhoe  no  man  nor  angel  is  worthy  to  unloofe  ; 
but,  as  I  faid,  it  was  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hoflis 
that  I  was  making  the  offer :  So  I  tell  you  again,  it  is 
the  great  Jehovah  that  is  offering  his  Son  to  you  this 
day ;  and  it  becomes  fuch  a  glorious  God  to  make  fuch 
a  glorious  offer ;  and  it  becomes  no  vile  finner  here  to 
refufe  the  offer ;  ^d  refufe  it  or  chufe  it  you  muft, 
there  is  joo  mids :  for,  be  what  you  will,  I  agaifi  offer. 
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in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  Man  that  is  his 
Fellow.     Are  you  a. child  of  wrath?  I  oflfer  him  as  a 
Saviour  to  redeem  you,  and  deliver  yon  from  the  wrath 
fg  come.    Are  you  a  poor  bankrupt  ?  I  offer  him  who  is 
the  heir  of  all  things^  and  has  unfearchaUe  riches  to  pay 
all  your  debt.     Are  you  a  ^oor  ignorant  creature  ?  I 
offer  you  him  as  made  of  God  unto  you  wifdom.     Are  you 
guilty?   I  offer  him  as  made  unto  you  right eoufnefs. 
Are  you  polluted  ?  I  offer  him  to  you,  as  made  unto 
you  fandification.     Are  you  miferable  and  forlorn  ?  I 
offer  him  to  you,  as  made  of  God  imto  you  complete 
redemption.     Are  you  hard-hearted  ?  I  offer  him  in  that 
promife,  I  will  take  away  the  heart  of  Jione^     Are  you 
content  that  he  break  your  hard  heart,   according  to 
his  promife  ?   Come  then,  put  your  hard  heart  in  his 
hands.     Are  you  a  wretched  backflider,  that  has  back- 
fliden  an  hundred  times,  a  thoufand  times  more  than 
an  hundred  ?  I  offer  him  in  that  promife,  /  will  heal 
your  backjlidlngs.    Are  your  corruptions  ftrong  and  pre- 
valent ?  I  offer  him  in  that  promife,  /  will  fubdue  your 
iniquities.     Are  you  pleafed  that  he  do  fo  ?  Are  you  a- 
fraid,  that  you  revolt  more  and  more  ?  I  offer  him  in 
that  promife,  /  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you^  and  caufe 
you  to  walk  in  my  Jiatutes.     I  will  put  my  fear  in  yotfr 
hearty  andyoujhall  not  depart  from  me.    Are  you  afraid 
you  was  never  elefted  ?    meddle  not  with  that  fecret ; 
but  according  to  the  revealed  will  of  God,  I  offer  God's 
chief  Eled  to  you,   in  whom  his  foul  is  well  pleafed  j 
and  if  your  heart  go  in  to  the  offer,  and  you  make  him 
your  Eleft  too,  by  choofing  him,  then  your  elefticn  is 
fure.     Are  you  afraid  you  have  fmned  the  fin  againft 
the  Holy  Ghoft  ?  I  tell  you,  that  as  your  fear  of  that 
fays  you  was  never  guilty  of  it,  fo  I  offer  the  Man  that 
is  God's  Fellow ;  and  if  you  be  content  to  have  him, 
you  fliall  never  be  guilty  of  it.     Are  you  full  of  enmity 
againft  God  ?  I  offer  him  as  a  Saviour  that  can  kill  your 
enmity :    Do  you  confent  that  he  do  fo  ?  Are  you  an 
impenitent  creature,   deftitute  of  repentance  ?   I  offer 
him  as  a^  Prince  and  a  Saviour^  exalted  to  give  repentance 
and  remiffion  of  Jin.     Do  you  confenik?  Have  you  receiv- 
ed him  formerij  ?  I  offer  him  anew,  tiial  ^ou  toac^  xt.- 
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ceivehim  again,  and  take  a  more  large  armful  of  bTai 
than  ever.  Have  you  never  received  him  to  this  day  ? 
I  offer  him,  after  all  the  flights  you  have  given  him,  to 
be  now  received  and  believed  in.  Are  you  unable  to 
believe  in  him  ?  have  you  no  power  to  clofe  with  the 
offer  ?  Why,  I  offer  him  to  you  as  the  Author  of  faith, 
to  work  it  in  you  powerfully.  Do  you  confent  that  he 
put  forth  his  power  for  this  effed  ?  What  fliall  I  fay  ? 
Are  you  unwilling  to  believe?  Though  that  be  the 
greateft  let  and  impediment  of  all ;  behold,  I  offer  the 
Man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  as  a  Saviour  by  power,  as 
well  as  by  price,  to  work  i?i  you  both  to  will  and  to  do. 
Are  you  content  that  he  put  forth  his  power  to  break 
your  enmity,  and  make  you  willing?  God  knows  it  is 
neither  in  you  to  will  nor  do,  and  that  you  have  neither 
will  nor  power  of  your  own ;  and  faith  lies  not  in  bring- 
ing forth  fome  great  things  by  your  own  power,  but  in 
employing  the  power  of  God  to  work  all  your  works  in 
you,  and  for  you.  Behold  then,  the  power  of  God  is 
in  your  offer,  while  the  man  that  is  God*s  Fellow  is  of- 
fered :  the  ftrength  of  God  is  offered ;  Let  him  take 
bold  of  my  ftrength  y  that  he  may  make  peace  with  me^  and 
hejhall  make  peace  with  me  ;  and  feeing  the  ftrength  of 
God  is  offered,  Oh !  give  it  employment,  faying,  in 
your  heart,  O  come,  come  powerful  arm  of  Jehovah, 
and  make  me  go  in  to  his  call.  The  gofpel  call 
and  offer  ufes  to  be  the  channel  of  almighty  power  and 
grace. 

Now,  what  in  all  the  world  have  you  to  objeft 
more  ?  Why,  have  you  fo  many  objeftions  more,  as 
you  think  all  the  miniilers  of  earth  cannot  anfwcr  them  ? 
I  offer  you  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  to  anfwer 
them  all :  are  you  content  that  he  take  all  the  work, 
and  get  all  the  glory  ?  If  you  confent  to  this,  he  feeks 
no  more  of  you.  Are  you  a  captive  to  the  fword  of 
•God's  juflice  ?  I  offer  you  the  man  that  is  God's  Fel- 
low, in  whofe  bowels  the  fword  was  bathed :  and  now 
the  flaming  fword  that  guarded  the  way  of  the  tree  of 
life  is  taken  away,  and  .here  is  the  tree  of  life  full  of 
the  apples  of  grace,  glory,  and  eternal  falvation ;  and 
tho  brandies  of  the  tree  are  hanging  down  among  your 
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hands,  in  the  mi4ft  of  the  church  of  Dunfermline. .,  O 
take,  and  eat,  and  live  for  even     What  fay  you  now  ? 
I  allude  to  the  words  of  Jephthah,  Judges  xi.  9.  If  1  fight 
for  you  and  prevail^  Jhall  I  be  your  head?  O  yes,  yes, 
fay  they :  fo  fays  Chrift  to  you,  if  I  fatisfy  juftice  for  you  ; 
if  I  quench  the  flames  of  that  fiery  fword,  and  drown 
all  your  enemies  in  the  red-fea  of  my  blood,   fhall  I  be 
your  head?  Shall  he  be  your  head,  man?  fhall  he  be 
your  head,  woman  ?  Does  your  hearts  fay.  Yes,  yes  ? 
Does  your  hearts  fay.  Amen,  amen?  Yea,  fay  you,  I 
think  my  heart  fays.  Amen  to  the  bleflcd  offer,  and  that  I 
would  willingly  and  chearfully  confent ;  but  my  heart  is 
deceitful,  and  I  know  not  if  my  confent  be  of  a  true  fort, 
or  only  a  temporary  flafh,  a  prcfumptuous  confidence 
that  will  evanifh :  well,  if  that  be  your  objeftion,  come, 
I  oflFer  you  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  who  can  an- 
fwer  that  among  the  refl,  and  can  fa^y  to  your  foul. 
Fear  not^  for  I  am  thy  God  ;  I  am  thy  fahation.     Are 
you  content  to  take  him  for  this  end,  to  difcover  the 
defefl:  of  your  faith,  and  to  work  in  you  the  faith  of 
his  eleft  ?  Can  you  fay.  That  it  is  not  in  your  faith, 
but  in  Chrifl  himfelf,  that  you  are  feeking  falvation  ? 
Can  you  fay.  Whatever  be  wrong  about  me,  or  about 
my  faith,  yet  I  fee  there  is  nothing  wrong  about  Chrift ; 
and  I  would  have  him  to  right  all  that  is  wrong  about 
me  ?  Can  you  fay.  However  I  be  in  the  dark  about  my 
faith,  and  whatever  fort  of  faith  it  is  that  I  have,  yet 
fometimes  I  have  found  my  unbelief,  and  that  I  could 
no  more  believe,  than  I  could  move  the  earth  from  its 
centre ;  but  yet  the  joyful  found  of  gofpel  grace  has 
touched  my  heart ;  and  made  me  take  up  fo  much  glo- 
ry and  excellency  to  be  in  Chrifl,  that  I  think  all  the 
world  nothing,  in  comparifon  of  him ;  and  I  think  my 
heart's  defire  is,  O  to  have  him  for  my  prophet,  to  take 
away  the  darknefs  of  my  mind ;  for  my  priefl,,  to  take 
away  the  guilt  of  my  fins ;  and  for  my  king,  to  take  a- 
way  the  jx)wer  of  my  lufls.  Is  your  heart  faying,  *  Glad- 
'  ly  would  I  have  him ;  gladly  would  I  have  him,  that 
*  I  may  thus  be  bleffed  in  him,  and  that  his  name  may 
'  be  glorified  in  me  ?'  Are  thefe  the  breathings  of  your 
foul?     Then,  upon  my  peril,  I  undertake  to  be  \\\c 
Vol,  r.  L  V^^JJ- 
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happy  meffenger,  and  tell  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
that  whatever  you  think  of  your  faith,  and  of  yourfelves, 
as  the  blackeft  monfters  of  fin  and  guilt  that  ever  were 
out  of  hell;  yet  you  have  the  faith  of  God*s  eleft,  and  you 
are  married  and  matched  with  the  man  that  is  God*s  Fel- 
low :  yea,  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  your  Father  and  Friend,  re- 
conciled in  him,  fo  as  there  is  no  fear  of  the  fword  of  juf- 
tice  with  refped  to  you.  You  are  the  fheep,  and  it  awak- 
ed in  all  its  fury  and  vengeance  againft  the  Shepherd, 
that  the  fheep  might  efcape ;  and  in  teftimony  thereof, 
he  invites  you  to  commemorate  this  bloody  facrifice  in 
the  facrament  of  the  fupper,  where  you  fhall  fee  the  fword 
bathed  in  his  heart's  blood  in  your  room,  and  hear  the 
Lord  of  hofts  giving  his  folemn  orders,  for  that  eflFeft, 
that  he  might  be  fmitten,  and  you  fpared,  faying,  A" 
wake^  0  fword  J  againjimy  Shepherd^  againjlthe  nian  that 
is  my  Fellow. 

The  End  of  the  Sermon. 

Discourse  before  the  Service  of  the  Tables. 

NO W,  we  are  to  proceed  to  the  great  work  of  the 
day :  and  that  I  may  accommodate  my  former  pur- 
pofe  to  theprefent  work,  you  may  remember  the  do&rine 
I  am  upon  is,  '  That  by  fpecial  orders  from  Jehovah,  the 

*  great  God  of  hofts,  the  man  Chrift,  his  Shepherd  and 

*  Fellow,  did  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  awakened  fword  of 

*  infinite  juftice,  in  the  room  of  the  fheep/ 

There  are  fome  general  inferences  I  have  drawn  from 
this  doftrine ;  and  now  there  are  thefe  four  more  particular 
inferences  may  be  drawn  from  it,  with  a  more  immedi- 
ate reference  and  relation  to  the  great  fealing  ordinance 
we  have  before  us. 

1.  Hence  we  may  fee  what  is  the  nature  andV^^of  this 
fecrament. 

2.  Hence  wc  may  fee  who  they  are  that  ftand  debarred 
and  excluded  from  meddling  with  thefe  facred  fymbols 
of  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift. 

3.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  charaBer  of  thefe  who  have 
B  right  to  approach,  and  arc  iiwiled  of  God  to  it. 
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Hence  we  may  fee  in  what  manner  believers  are  to 
achy  and  come  to  a  communion  table, 
w,  a  word  to  each  of  thefe,  and  then  we  fhall  pro- 
to  the  work. 

Then,  the  dodlrine  I  am  upon,  may  give  us  fome 
it  into  the  nature  and  end  of  this  facrament.    Why, 
uft  a  celebrating  the  memorial  of  the  death  of  the 
:hat  is  God's  Fellow,  when,  as  the  glorious  Shep- 
he  yielded  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  the  awakened 
.  of  juftice,  in  the  room^of  the  fheep.  In  this  facra- 
,  Chrift  is  fet  forth  evidently  crucified  among  us, 
herein  we  may  hear  the  Lord  of  hofts  faying,  A- 
0 /word J  againji  my  Shepherd^  againji  the  man  that 
Fellow  ;  fmite  the  Shepherd.     This  facrament  is  ap- 
rd  to  be  a  commemorative  fign  of  the  death  of 
: ;  As  often  as  you  eat  this  breads  and  drink  this  cupj 
^w  forth  the  hordes  death  till  he  come.  Do  this  in  re^ 
-once  ofme;  of  me,  who  became  a  facrifice  to  the 
of  juftice;  by  which  facrifice  all  fpiritual  bleffings, 
,  pardon,  reconciliation  with  God,  grace,  glory, 
il  good  things,  are  purchafed.     The  fword  of  juf- 
iving  bathed  itfelf,  to  fatisfaftion,  in  the  blood  of' 
crifice,  the  facrament  of  the  fupj)er  is  a  feaft  upon 
crifice,  2  Cor.  v.  7.  Even  Chrift  our  pajpyver  is  fa- 
ifor  us  ;  therefore  let  us  keep  the  feaft.   This  is  the 
ffat  things^  and  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined^ 
the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift,  reprefented  by  the 
[Its  of  bread  and  wine,  which  is  j  uft  a  feeding  up- 
id  viewing  by  faith,  the  value  and  virtue  of  the 
:e  for  fatisfying  God,  for  expiating  fin,  for  van- 
flg  hell,  and  for  purchafing  heaven,  and  all  the 
that  lead  unto  it ;  as   alfo,  for  fealing  the  cove- 
\i  grace,  and  all  the  promifes  of  it,  which  are  all 
id  amen  in  Jefus  Chrift,  the  teftament  being  ratifi- 
d  confirmed  by  the  death  of  the  Teftator,  Heb. 
.  But  again, 

From  this  doftrine  we  may  fee  who  they  are  that 
debarred  and  excluded  from  meddling  with  thefe 
fymbols  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift  in  this 
lent ;  namely,  in  general,  all  unbelievers^  who  ne- 
ving  feen  their  wicked  ftate,  as  liable  to  tivt  ftxo-^t 
L  2  ol 
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of  divine  wrath,  bccaufe  of  their  fin  and  guilt,  had  not 
iled  under  the  covert  of  the  blood  of  the  Shepherd,  of 
the  blood  of  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  who  was 
fmitten  in  the  room  of  the  fheep.  What  have  thefe  to  do 
with  the  fign,  who  never  apprehended  the  thing  fignifi- 
cd,  namely,  the  propitiation  of  the  blood  of  Chrift?  And 
therefore,  in  the  great  and  awful  name  and  authority 
of  the  great  and  glorious  Jehovah,  I  folemnly  debar  and 
excommunicate,  from  the  table  of  the  Lord,  all  who 
never  found  themfelves  in  any  meafure  purfued  by  the 
avenger  of  blood,  the  fword  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  and 
never  have  fled  for  refuge  to  the  blood  of  Chrift,  the 
man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  to  ftand  between  them  and 
the  avenging  fword  of  juftice ;  thefe  that  will  not  come 
to  Chrift,  let  them  not  dare  to  come  to  his  table,  nor 
come  to  abufe  the  fymbols  of  his  blood ;  who,  by  un- 
belief trample  his  blood  under  their  feet,  and  wjll  not 
make  ufe  of  it  as  the  facrifice  to  fatisfy  juftice  in  their  room. 
But,  that  it  may  appear  more  didinOily,  whom  I  here 
debar,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  I  fhall  tell  you  who 
they  are,  that  never  made  any  faving  ufe  of  tne  blood 
of  Chrift,  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  but  flight  and 
neglefl:  this  facrifice  and  offering  for  fin,  which  he  has 
made  of  himfelf  to  the  fword  of  juftice,  and  fo  ftand  de- 
barred and  excommunicated  from  the  table  of  the  Lord. 
(i.)  All  thefe  who  think  to  make  their  peace  with 
God,  without  minding  the  necejftty  of  any  thing  inter^ 
<uecnhig  between  him  and  them  ;  not  knowing  that  peace 
with  God  muft  be  founded  upon  the  blood  of  the  man 
that  is  his  Fellow.  Some  are  utterly  carelefs  how  their 
peace  be  made,  or  whether  it  be  made  or  not,  they  hope 
for  it,  and  think  to  come  at  it,  but  they  cannot  tell 
how ;  and  are  carelefs  to  know  the  way.  Others  prc- 
fume,  and  think  God  loves  them,  becaufe  they  love 
themfelves ;  and  though  they  know  they  have  fin,  they 
think  God  will  not  be  fo  ill-natured  as  to  reckon  with 
them;  they  think  God  loves  them,  but  they  cannot 
give  a  ground  for  it.  Others  think  that  God  is  merci- 
ful, and  therefore  they  conclude  they  will  be  pardoned 
and  accepted ;  becaufe  a  merciful  man  fometimes  feeks 
no  fatisfaQion,  fo  they  think  much  more  will  a  mcrci- 
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fill  God  feek  none;  not  knowing,  that  though  God  be 
merciful,  he  will  not  fhew  mercy  to  the  prejudice  of 
his  juftice.  But  the  thought  of  thefe  people  is  upon  the 
matter,  that  they  would  have  obtained  mercy  though 
Chrift  had  never  become  a  facrifice  to  the  fword  of  juf- 
tice, without  refpeft  to  the  mediation  of  the  man  diat 
is  God's  Fellow. — Thefe  therefore  I  debar,  in  God's  great 
name,  from  the  table  of  the  Lord. 

(2.)  Another  fort,  who  defpife  this  facrifice  made  to 
the  fword  of  juftice,  is,  all  thefe  who  take  the  legal  way 
of  making  their  peace  with  God.  Not  as  if  they  thought 
to  appear  before  God  without  fin  and  holinefs,  as  the 
covenant  of  works  requires  ;  but  who  think,  that  if  they 
fin,  they  will  make  amends ;  and  that  either  by  fome- 
thing  negative,  that  they  have  not  done,  or  fomething 
pofitive,  that  they  have  done^;  or  fome  internal  quali- 
fication, that  they  reft  upon.  Some  think  to  make  a- 
mends  to  God  by  fomething  negative ;  that  they  have 
not  been  fo  ill  as  other  people ;  and  if  they  go  to  hell, 
they  think  few  will  go  to  heaven ;  and  if  they  were  to 
die,  they  think  they  care  not,  they  have  done  no  perfon 
any  injury ;  they  have  carried  very  harmlefly,  like  the 
Pharifee,  God,  I  thank  thee,  I  am  not  like  other  men  ;  I 
am  no  drunkard,  or  adulterer,  or  opprejfor,  or /wearer  ; 
and  when  they  fee  any  profane  perfons,  they  are  puffed 
up  with  a  good  opinion  of  themfelves,  becaufe  they  are 
not  fo  profane  as  they :  thefe  I  debar,  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord.  Others  think  to  make  amends  to  God  by 
fomething  pofitive  ;  they  do  many  good  duties,  like  the 
fame  Pharifee,  that  boafted,  I  faji  twice  a  week,  I  give 
tithes  of  all  that  Ipoffefs  ;  if  any  duty  be  performed,  or 
any  gopd  be  done  by  them,  their  fingers  are  ready  to 
flick  to  it ;  they  reft  there,  and  hope  God  will  be  pleaf- 
cd  and  pacified  on  this  account :  thefe  I  debar,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord.  Others,  upon  this  fame  head,  think 
to  make  amends  by  fome  internal  qualification,  that  they 
reft  upon :  if  at  any  time  they  have  liberty,  and  motions 
of  affeftion  in  prayer,  ftirrings  of  conviftion  in  hearing ; 
and  joys  of  heart,  like  the  ftony-ground  hearers ;  any  for- 
row  of  heart,  or  fadnefs  for  fin,  thefe  they  think  will  do  their 
turn,  and  they  think  they  need  no  other  fsiaifvcc  to  Godi^ 
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but  a  broken  heart ;  fadly  miftaking  the  nature  of  a  true  e« 
Tan^elical  brokennefs  of  fpirit.  It  is  certain,  both  from 
fcripture  and  experience,  that  many  hundreds  of  profeflbrs 
dalh  and  perifli  on  this  ftumbling-blocls: ;  They  call  them- 
fehes  of  the  holy  city  ;  yea^  andjiay  themfelves  upon  the  God 
oflfrael^  ffa.  xlviii.  2.  Theyfeek  him  daily ,  and  delight  to 
know  his  ways  ;yea^  delight  in  approaching  to  Godj  Ifa.  Iviii.  2, 
Expeftation  01  happinefs,  grounded  upon  fome  weak 
performance,  and  fome  internal  motions  and  qualifica- 
tions, do  cut  the  throat  of  many  civil  and  difcreet  men, 
that  are  not  grofly  profane, — ^All  thefe,  therefore,  that 
make  any  of  thefe  things  the  ground  of  their  hope  of 
peace  with  God,  I  debar  and  excommunicate  from  the 
table  of  the  Lord,  as  being  ftrangers  to  the  true  ground 
of  peace,  the  Man  that  is  God^s  Fellow,  becoming  a 
lacrifice  to  the  fword  of  juftice. 

(3.)  Another  fort,  who  make  no  right  ufe  of  this  fe- 
crifice  oflfered  to  the  fword  of  juftice,  are  thefe,  who, 
though  they  make  ufe  of  Chrift,  as  the  objed  of  their 
worfhip,  yet  make  not  ufe  of  his  blood  as  the  ground 
of  their  juftification  and  peace  with  God :  as  if  they 
would  not  altogether  negleft  Chrift,  and  yet  they  ne- 
gleO:  his  offering,  and  would  make  ufe  of  himfelf,  but 
not  of  his  facrifice ;  like  the  man  that  came  to  him, 
faying.  Good  viajler^  what/hall  I  do,  that  I  may  inherit 
eternal  life  ?  He  was  going  upon  the  ground  of  his  own 
righteoufncfs ;  fo  fome,  they  may  come  to  Chrift,  to  de- 
fire  his  help  to  enable  them  to  do  duty,  that  by  doing 
thereof  they  may  work  out  their  own  falvation ;  and  be 
helped  this  way  to  make  their  peace  with  God :  thus, 
by  grace,  fought  and  received  from  him,  they  hope  to 
be  their  own  Saviour  and  Peace-maker,  with  God ;  and 
fo  were  never  brought  to  ground  the  making  of  their 
peace  with  God,  upon  Chrift's  facrifice  and  offering 
alone.  Thefe  therefore  I  alfo  debar  from  this  holy 
table. 

(4.)  A  fourth  fort,  that  never  made  right  ufe  of  this 
facrifice  to  juftice's  fword,  and  propitiation  in  the  blood  . 
of  Chrift,  are  all  thefe,  who  never  got  fuch  a  view  of 
the  love  of  God,  in  this  facrifice,  as  to  kill  the  love  of  Jin 
m  themy  and  to  bring  down  the  reigning  power  of  fin ; 
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for  the  great  end  of  Chrift's  fuffcrings  was  to  bring  us 
to  God;  the  great  end  of  his  giving  himfelf  a  lacrificc 
to  the  fword  of  juftice,  was  to  redeem  lu  from  all  ifuqid^ 
ty  ;  and  to  purchafe  to  himfelf  a  peculiar  people^  zealous 
if  good  works.  And  hence  they  are  yet  ftrangers  to 
Chrift,  who  never  felt  any  meafure  of  the  virtue  of  this 
facrifice,  in  fanftifying,  purifying,  and  making  them 
ftudy  holinefs.  And  therefore  I  debar  from  this  table, 
all  impenitent  ftnners  and  breakers  of  God's  comnrand- 
ments ;  all  whofe  names  are  in  that  black  catalogue. 
Mat.  XV,  19.  Rom.  i.  29, — 32.  all  whofe  names  are 
in  that  black  lift,  GaL  v.  19, — 21.  and  all  whofe  names 
are  in  thefe  black  rolls,  i  Cor.  vi.  9,  10.  Rev.xxii.  15. 
— ASLAthei/ls  that  praftically  deny  the  being  of  God, 
in  their  lives  and  converfations ;  and  ignorant  perfons 
that  know  not  the  principles  of  religion,  and  the  nature 
of  this  ordinance ;  and  profane  penons,  who  mock  at 
facred  things,  negled  public  ordinances,  on  week-days 
or  fabbath-days,  and  negleft  family-worfliip,  and  fe- 
cret  prayer. — AH  profane  fwearers^  whether  by  God, 
or  the  devil,   or  faith,  or  confcience,  or  whatfoever  is 

more  than,    yea  and  nay. All  fabhatb4>reakersy 

who  put  no  diflference  between  that  and  other  days. — 
All  that  are  unfaithful  in  their  relative  ftations ;  as  ma- 
giftrates  or  fubjefts,  mafters  or  fervants,  parents  or 
children. — All  murderers^  and  thefe  who  give  way  to 
the  killing  fins  of  malice,  paffion,  revenge ;  and  the 
felf-murdering  fins  of  drunkennefs,  gluttony,  and  tip- 
ling. — All  whoremongers^  adulterers^  fornicators^  Sodo- 
mtes,  and  unclean  perfons^  who  never  mortified  the 
deeds  of  the  body. — All  thieves^  opp^^Jfors^  and  cheats y 
that  ftudy  to  over-reach  their  neighbour  in  their  deal- 
ing.— All  falfe  witncjfes  and  liars,  that  make  no  con- 
fcience of  fpeaking  the  trutlj;  perjured  perfons,  that 
make  no  bonds  of  unlawful  oaths ;  co^^enant-brcakersy 
and  fuch  as  are  enemies  to  a  covenanted  work  of  refor- 
mation in  thefe  lands. All  covetous  perfons,   whofe 

hearts  are  glued  to  the  world. In  a  word,  I  debar 

i\\  formalins,  and  hypocrites,  and  legalijis  ;  all  that  ne- 
ver faw  and  bewailed  their  heart-plagues  of  atheifm, 
enmity,  pride,  hypocrify,  and  unbelief:  alV^VioYivoNi 


88      The  Sword  of  Justice  awakened 

not  the  difFerence  between  the  law  and  the  gofpel ;  the 
covenant  of  works  and  the  covenant  grace ;  and  be- 
tween legal  and  evangelical  preaching. — All  that  never 
felt  any  thing  of  the  power  of  God*s  word  on  their  hearty 
in  convincing  them  of  fin,  original  and  adlual,  and 
drawing  them  to  Chrift,  as  their  righteoufhefs  and 
ftrength,  for  juftification  and  fanftification.-— —  I  debar 
all  who  hate  to  be  reproved  of  their  faults,  and  contenm 
their  reprovers ;  and  all  who  can  be  witnefs  to  the  fins 
and  faults  of  others,'  and  yet  never  give  any  fort  of  tef- 

timony  againft  them. 1  debar  all  who  love  not  the 

godly ^  nor  care  for  their  company :  all  who  love  not 
the  Bible^  nor  fearch  the  fcriptures :  all  who  love  not 
Zion^  nor  care  how  matters  go  with  the  church  of 
Chrift ;  whether  its  members  be  divided  or  alienated  j 
whether  its  intereft  fink  or  fwim :  All  who  can  go  light- 
ly over  the  belly  of  their  own  confcience,  fbr  fear  of 
outward  loffes  or  croffes,  and  eafily  crofs  their  light  to 
pleafe  men. — I  debar  all  that  are  not  lovers  of  the  truths 
but  efpoufers  of  error :  Socinians,  Arminians,  and 
Antinomians,  who  are  properly  fo  called,  for  fome  are 

wrongfully  and  ignorantly  fo  defigned. 1  debar  all 

that  think  they  have  believed  all  their  days^  and  never 
were  convinced  of  unbelief,  nor  found  religion  a  work 

above  them,  and  their  natural  powers. 1  debar  all 

who  have  no  errand  to  the  Lord's  table,  but  to  take  a 
little  bread  and  wine,  and  think  it  an  eafy  work  to 
communicate ;  nor  ever  had  any  fears  or  jealoufies 
about  their  mifcarrying  in  that  work :  All  who  come 
only  to  keep  up  a  name  among  profejfors  :  and  all  that 
have  no  other  tokens  for  communion,  but  that  which 
they  have  got  from  their  minifters  or  elders :  all  who 
have  been  at  no  pains  whatfoever  to  prepare  for  this 
work :  and  all,  on  the  other  hand,  who  think  they 
are'  prepared  enough,  and  have  no  other  thing  to  reft 

upon  but  their  own  preparation. All  thefe,  and 

others  of  that  ftamp,  I  do,  in  the  name  of  the  living 
and  eternal  God,  debar  from  this  holy  table,  as  being 
ftrangers  to  the  Man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  and  ftran- 
gers  to  the  facrifice  whereby  he  has  fatisfied  the  awak- 
ened fword  of  infinite  juftice :  therefore,  as  you  would 
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not  take  a  cup  of  poifon  to  deftroy  yourfelves,  as  you 
would  ntot  eat  and  drink  damnation  to  yourfelves,  and 
bring  down  the  guilt  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  upon  your 
head,  do  not  dare  to  venture  to  this  holy  table ;  for, 
He  that  eats  this  breads  and  drinks  this  cup  of  the  Lord 
unworthily^  Jhall  be  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the 
Lord.  And  if  you  will  venture  notwithftanding,  re- 
member, though  you  have  got  a  token  from  me,  or 
any  perlon  elfe,  your  blood  is  upon  ydur  own  head, 
if  you  find  yourfelf  now  debarred,  and  yet  come  - 
to  ti;ample  upon  the  blood  of  the  Man  that  is  God's 
FeUW. 

But  now,  left  I  fhould  fright  any  of  the  children  from 
their  food,  who  are  apt  to  take  thefe  things  to  them^ 
more  than  they  to  whom  they  are  principally  direiled^ 
therefore  I  proceed, 

3*  To  a  third  inference,  with  relation  to  this  Cfdi* 
nance,  that  may  be  drawn  from  our  doftrine,  namely, 
Hence  we  may  fee  the  character  of  tfiofe  who  have  a 
right  to  approach,  and  are  of  God  invited  thereto ; 
namely,  in  general,  all  believers^  who,  through  grace, 
have  been  made  to  flee  unto  the  covert  of  the  blood  of 
the  Shepherd ;  into  the  covert  of  the  blood  of  the  Man 
that  is  God's  Fellow,  to  fcreen  them  from  the  fword  of 
divine  wrath.  As  we  dare  not,  for  our  fouls,  allow  ot 
encourage  any  to  approach  this  ordinance,  who  are 
unbelievers,  under  whatfoever  names  and  defignations 
they  may  be  called  ;  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  we  dare 
not,  for  our  fouls,  difallow,  or  difcoUrage  from  this 
work,  any  the  leaft,  the  weakeft  believer  in  Chrift, 
that  has  gone  in  with  the  call  of  the  gofpel,  and  clofed 
with,  and  embraced  this  facrifice  whereby  juftice  is  fa* 
tisfied:  And  therefore,  in  the  name  and, authority  of . 
the  fame  glorious  God,  and  gracious  Lord,  I  invite  to 
this  table  of  the  Lord,  all  fuch,  whatever  there  fins 
have  been,  though  guilty  of  the  fins  that  I  have  named, 
or  whatever  elfe  ;  all  fuch,  I  fay,  whatever  there  guilf 
be,  who  have  taken  this  gofpel-method  of  getting  theif 
fm  and  guilt  expiated  and  removed,  namely,  by  hiding 
their  guilty  fouls  under  the  wings  of  Chrift' s  rio;Vvlco^^^- 
nefs,  -who^ave  himfclfa,  facrifice  to  faUs5v  tivt  (nnot^oI 
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juftice.  But  that  it  may  be  known  more  diftinOlyr 
whom  I  mean  by  fuch  beiievers  in  Chrift,  as  I  am  cal- 
ling to  the  Lord's  table,  you  may  examine  yourfclvcs 
more  particularly  from  the  doftrine ;  Let  a  man  examine 
himfelf^  andfo  let  him  eat.  I  hope  you  that  2^t,  to  com- 
municate as  believers,  have  been  examining  yourfelvcs 
before  this  time ;  but  if  you  be  yet  in  the  dark,  there  arc 
thefe  four  marks  may  be  drawn  out  of  our  text  and 
doftrine,  for  clearing  whether  you  be  believers  indeed^ 
that  have  clofed  with  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  as 
a  facrifice  to  the  fword  of  juftice  in  your  room* 

(i.)  Have  you  feen,  fometime  or  other,  the  fwbrd 
of  juftice  awaking  againft  your  ownfouls^  the  avenger 
of  blood  purfuing  you  ?  Have  you  heard  fuch  a  knell 
as  that  in  your  heart.  Awake j  0  fword ;  awake,  Q 
law ;  awake,  O  vengeance,  curfes,  and  threatnings  a.- 
againft  a  man  for  his  fins  ?  Have  you  been  fo  filled  with 
tlie  fear  of  hell  and  wrath,  as  you  have  been  put  to  cry. 
Men  and  brethren^  what  Jhall  I  do  to  be  favedf  Or, 
have  you. been  put  to  more  concern  about  falvation,. 
than  ever  you  was  about  any  thing  elfe  in  the  world  ? 
And  have  you  feen,  in  this  cafe,  the  natural  tendericy 
of  your  heart  to  reft  upon  fome  other  thing  for  peace 
with  God  than  this  facrifice,  which  Chrift  offered  of 
himfelf  to  the  fword  of  juftice  ?  There  is  fuch  a  natural 
inclination  in  all  to  reft  upon  fome  other  thing  for  peace 
with  God,  and  it  is  a  good  token  when  it  is  difcovercd, 
and  becomes  a  burden  and  a  ground  of  a  challenge, 
that  they  have  had  a  finful  inclination  to  put  duties, 
prayers,  tears,  enlargements,  and  the  like,  in  Chrift's 
room.  Before  the  law  came^  I  was  alive,  fays  Paul ;. 
and  thought  I  had  a  ftock  of  righteoufnefs  in  myfelf  to 
be  the  ground  of  my  peace  with  God ;  But  when  the 
commandment  came,  fin  revived,  and  I  died :  when,  by 
the  law,  I  got  the  knowledge  of  fin,  I  died  to  all  con-, 
ceit  of  myfelf  and  my  righteoufnefs  ;  What  things  were 
formerly  gain  unto  me,  thefe  I  counted  lofs  for  Chrifi.-^ 
Now,  if  you  have  been  thus  purfued  by  juftice,  which 
you  fee  no  facrifice  will  fatisfy,  but  that  of  the  Man 
that  is  God^s  Fellow,  and  have  been  burdened  with 
your  natural  incJination  to  fome  other  facrifice,  I  think 
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the  Lord  has  begun  the  good  work  upon  you,  ^uid 
therefore  I  call  and  invite  you  to  the  table  of  the  Lord. 

(2.)  Have  you  feen  the  glory  and  excellency  of  this 
facrifice  ?  What  a  glorious  ranfom  God  has  found  out 
for  his  own  fatisfaftion,  that  thoufands  of  rams  could 
not  do  it,  but  that  one  Lamb  could  do  it,  even  the 
Lamb  of  God  facrificed?  Have  you  feen  the  fword 
quenching  its  thirft  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  ?  and 
have  you  taken  up  the  love  and  mercy  of  God  in  pro- 
viding fuch  a  Lamb,  fuch  a  ram  caught  in  the  tliickets, 
when  your  neck,  like  Kaac's,  was  upon  the  block  ? 
Have  you  feen  him  to  be  a  worthy  ranfom,  becaufe  of 
the  worthinefs  of  the  perfon  facrificed,  he  being  God's 
fellow,  God-man  in  one  perfon,  and  fo  afting  in  his 
Father's  name,  and  by  his  appointment,  when  he  yield- 
ed obedience  to  the  death,  as  being  his  Shepherd, 
whom  he  fealed  for  this  end  ?  And  has  the  view  and 
apprehenfion  of  him,  in  this  mediatorial  glory,  drawn 
forth  your  efleem  of  him  and  of  his  offering  and  facri- 
fice, fo  as  you  could  venture  heaveii,  and  your  eternal 
falvation  upon  it ;  fo  that  you  defire  to  fay.  To  him  that 
Joved  fiie^  and  wajhed  me  in  his  own  bloody  to  him  be  glo- 
ry? l&  the  .view  of  this  facrifice  that  which  cheers 
and  delights  you  moft  ?  and  is  it  matter  of  wonder  to 
you,  now  and  then,  that  when  the  flroak  of  juftice  was 
ready  to  come  upon  you,  Chrifl  (hould  have  interpofed 
between  you  and  the  fatal  deadly  blow ;  Can  you  fay, 
TTou  count  all  but  lofs  and  dung,  that  you  may  win  Chriji^ 
and  be  found  in  him  ;  fo  that  you  care  not  what  be  caft 
over-board,  if  you  but  get  to  that  fhore,  even  Chrifl 
and  his  righteoufnefs  ?  Then  welcome  are  you  to  the 
table  of  of  the  Lord ;  I  invite  you  in  his  glorious  name. 

(3.)  Have  you  found  your  fouls  in  fafety^  from  the 
fword  of  juftice,  under  this  fhadow  of  the  blood  of  the 
man  that  is  God's  Fellow  ?  Nothing  rightly  fatisfies  the 
awakened  challenges  of  confcience,  but  that  which  fa- 
tisfies the  awakened  fword  of  juftice  ;  and  that  is  the 
fmitting  of  the  Shepherd,  and  the  blood  of  the  Lamb 
that  is  his  Fellow.  Now,  have  you  feen  God's  juftice 
fatisfied  thereby,  and  found  your  confcience  fatisfied 
with  the  fame  ?  Have  you,  fome  time  or  -ovVicx^  Iomw^ 
M  2  "^ox^x 
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your  foul  at  peace  under  this  covert  of  blood,  knowing 
that  the  fword  was  put  up  in  its  fcabberd,  it  being  fuK 
ly  fatisfied  with  the  blood  of  God  ?  This  is  a  being  pleaf* 
ed  with  what  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  pleafed ;  and  you 
have  thus,  being  juftified  by  faith,  had  peace  with  God, 
through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Where  go  you,  when 
under  challenges  for  fin  ?  Do  you  find  moft  peace  in 
this  {acrifice,  even  whon  you  have  the  deepeft  and  moft 
kindly  impreflion  of  your  fin  ?  For  the  Legalift,  he  can 
believe  well  enough,  when  he  has  no  challenges  for  fm^ 
but  under  thefe  challenges,  his  faith  fails  him.  But 
for  you,  believer,  under  all  challenges,  do  you  find 
this  is  always  your  only  Ihift,  the  blood  of  Chrift,  the 
facrifice  of  the  man  that  is  God-s  Fellow?  Is  this  alfa 
your  only  (hift  when  you  tliink  of  death,  or  of  appearing 
before  the  judgment-feat  of  God  ?  Do  you  make  fuch 
ufe  of  Chrift's  offering  to  juftice,  as  that  it  is  your 
confta.nt  deflre  to  put  Chrift  in  your  room  ?  Is  the  Ian-. 
guage  of  your  foul,  O !  I  defire  no  accompting  and 
reckoning  with  juftice ;  nay^  I  dare  not  count  and  rec- 
kon with  Chrift,  but  my  foul,  as  it  were,  leaves  Chrift 
in  its  room,  and  runs  away  from  reckoning  with  juf- 
tice, to  hide  itfelf  under  his  wings,  who  can  count  to 
the  utmoft  farthing.  Dear  foul,  who  h{is  attained  to 
fomething  of  this  in  reality,  I  invite  you,  in  my  Maf-« 
tpr's  name  to  come  to  his  table. 

(4)  Is  it  oft-times  matter  of  exercife  to  you,  to  get 
ovei'  all  other  facrlfices  to  this  alone ^  whereby  the  awak- 
ened fword  of  juftice  is  appeafed  ?  Can  you  fay,  it  has 
been  matter  of  exercife  to  you,  not  only  how  to  get  o^ 
ver  your  fins  unto  Chrift ;  but  alfo^  how  to  get  over 
your  graces  and  duties  to  him,  fo  as  you  might  not 
truft  therein,  to  the  prejudice  of  trufting  in  Chrift  ? 
Paul  not  only,  while  in  nature,  but  even  after  convcr- 
fion,  found  an  inclination  to  count  fome  thing  gain,^ 
befide  Chrift  5  and  therefore,  in  oppofition  to  this  in- 
clination, he  does,  with  a  doubtlefs^  cry  down  all  things^ 
and  count  them  dung  and  hfs,  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Chriji^  Philip,  iii.  8,  9.  Taking  in  his  gra- 
cious actings,  and  adions,  as  well  as  others,  and  found 
^  n^ed  to  c^ft  away  the  good,  as  well  as  the  bad  in 
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point  of  juftification.  Did  you  ever  find  it  a  harder 
cxercifc  to  be  quit  of  your  duties,  tears,  and  enlarge- 
ments in  point  of  dependence,  than  to  be  rid  of  your 
fins  ?  The  believer  has  one  exercife  of  faith,  how  to  be 
quit  of  fin ;  and  another  new  exercife,  how  to  be  freed 
from  refling  on  duties,  and  how  to  be  fingly  engaged 
in  refling  on  Chrift :  his  mind  is  not  quiet  in  all  his  du- 
ties, till  he  come  hither,  even  to  be  found  in  Chrifl, 
to  have  his  peace  with  God  founded  upon  Chrifl,  and 
not  upon  duties.  The  Lcgalifl,  when  he  gets  duties 
performed,  then  he  has  peace ;  but  the  believer,  though 
he  fhould  be  about  duties  a  whole  day,  and  is  indeed 
more  engaged  in  duties  readily  than  the  Legalifl  him-  . 
felf,  that  relies  thereon ;  but  let  him  be  about  duties  a 
whole  day,  yet  perhaps  he  has  little  or  no  peace,  be- 
caufe  he  would  be  over  all  duties,  to  Chrifl  himfelf,  as 
his  refling  place ;  and  fo  has  no  peace  till  he  enjoy  him 
to  his  fatisfaftion.  Hence  alfo,  he  is  oft-times  full  of 
fears  and  jealoufies,  lefl,  through  unbelief,  he  put  fome 
other  thing  in  the  room  of  Chrifl*s  facrifices.  A  natu- 
ral man  may,  perhaps,  fufpedl  his  duties,  lefl  they  be 
wrong  ;  but  the  believer  is  more  taken  up  in  fufpefting 
his  faith,  faying,  Lord^  I  believe^  help  my  unbelief:  he 
dares  not  trufl  his  own  faith,  knowing  his  evil  heart 
of  unbelief  that  he  has  within  him.  Well,  if  this  be 
oft-times  matter  of  exercife  to  you,  poor  foul,  to  get 
over  all  other  facrifices  and  fervices,  to  this  great  facri- 
fice,  Chrifl  Jefus,  in  whom  alone  the  fword  of  juflice 
is  fatisfied,  I  invite  you,  as  a  believer,  to  feafl  at  the 
I^ord's  table,  upon  the  facrifice.  Does  the  faith  of  this 
facrifice  purify  your  heart,  fo  that  you  long  to  be  per- 
fedlly  holy,  feeing  and  lamenting  your  own  unholinefs 
and  impurity,  and  defiring  daily  to  bring  your  impure 
fins  and  lufls,  to  the  fountain  opened,  by  the  fword  of 
juflice,  in  the  heart  of  a  pierced  Chrifl? 1  then  in- 
vite you,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  this  holy  table, 
as  one  that  has  feen  the  value,  and  fhared  of  the  virtue, 
and  participated  of  the  efficacy  of  this  facrifice,  given 
by  the  man  that  is  God's.  Fellow,  to  the  awakened 
fword  of  juflice. 

In  a  word,  is  there  any  here,  who,  undcx  ?iltT&.  cS. 


94      The  SrwoiD  (f  JusTiCiE  awakened 

fin,  lice  AR  abfothitc  i^ed  of  this  facrifice ,;  wJao  under  a 
ienfe  of  their  unworthmefs,  are  if^cai-mg  and  tremblifitg 
to  approach  to  the  liord'^  table,  asd  yet  woiuld  give  aS 
the  world  for  a  fliare  of  the  faving  and  healing  virt-ue 
of  this  'glorious  facrifice  ;  and  fi%  nothing  in  the  wide 
mtytXdi  fcfit  for  tihem  as  Chrift?  I  invite  them  to  the 
Lord's  taiAc.  Are  there  any  here  lamenting  the  Lord's 
anger  and  abfcnce  at  this  day  ?  lamenting  that  thingg 
:aure  fo  far  wrong  m  the  boufe  of  God,  and  that  there 
is  fo  little  power  and  glory  of  God  feen  in  the  iandlua- 
Ty,  and  panting  after  commiftnion  and  fellow&ip  with 
Jhim,  crying,  0  that  I  hiew  where  I  might ^nd  biin.  O 
that  it  were  with  me  as  in  times  pqft  /  O  for  an  heart  to 
love  Chrift !  O  f or  a  fealed  intereft  in  Chrift !  Q  fcHr 
1^  besditig  baUam  of  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  to  -cure 
fhe  fad  plagues  of  my  heart,  whidi  I  fee  to  be  as 
1)lack  as  hdU  'O  come  and  take  a  drink,  poor  £»ul,  at  the 
Lord^s  tatok,  even  a  full  draught  of  the  blood  of  Chrifl, 
^which  dcanfes  ifroci  all  fin !  Is  there  any  here,  any  poor 
crei^are,  that  (fees  asnd  laments  his  own  weaknefs,  and 
the  poworoflin  and  cormptiDn  in  him,  pained  to  the 
feeart  with  his  aiumberlcfs  backflidings  from  the  Lord  Je- 
*ftisf  i  would  gladly  have  a  knot  cafl  between  Chrift  and 
hiB  foul,  that  may  "nerver  loofc;  fuch  fbrength  and;gracc 
cc>mmunicate,  as  that  he  may  never  go  back  from  God : 
I  invite  yon  to  come  forward  to  the  Lord's  table,  and 
get  a  flrengthenkng  meal. — Perhaps  there  is  fome  trem- 
bling weak  believer  here,  that  is  doubting,  whether  he 
has  grace,  or  not  9  whether  he  be  a  believer  or  not:;  O 
•cry  to  the  Spirit  of  God  to  be  fent  to  clear  you,  by  {hew- 
ing to  you  the  things  tliat  are  freely  given  you  of  God. 
I  fhall  only  aik  you,  who  are  fearing  you  have  no  inter- 
'cft  in  bim,  no  portion  in  the  fon  of  JefTe,  the  man  that 
is  God's  Fellow ;  tell  me,  will  you  quit  your  part  of 
him  ?  Could  you  freely  choofe  to  take  the  world,  and 
your  lufls,  and  let  others  take  Chrift  who  pleafe  ?  would 
you  find  in  your?heartto  reft  contented  with  other  things, 
and  give  any  body  your  part  of  Chrift  ?  What  fay  you 
to  that,  poor  doubting  foul  ?  Is  your  heart  now  melting, 
and  relenting  witliin  you,  and  faying,  O  minifter !  what 
is  that  you  are  facing  ?  that  wounds  me  to  the  bottom 

of 
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(rf  my  foul !  quit  all  my  part  of  Chrifl: !   O  no,  no,,  no ! 
I£  I  were  fure  of  my  intereft  in  hina,  I  would  not  quit 
my  part  in  him  for  ten  thoufand,  thoufand,  thou^d 
worlds  ;  and  even  as  it  is,  though  I  dare  not  affert,  that 
I  have  an  intereft  in  him,  yet  I  would  not  fay  that  I 
would  quit  my  part  in  him-,  no,  for  all  that  lies  within 
the  bofom  of  the  univerfc.  Is  that  the  language  of  your 
heart  ?  Well,  Chrift  hears  that,  and  he  will  mind  it  as  a. 
token  of  fomc  heart-kindnefe  to  him.  Can  you  fey,  that 
God  will  be  juft  and  righteous  though  he  fhould  fend! 
you  to  the  bottom  of  hell,  inftead  of  allowing  you  to  fit 
at  this. tabic;  and  if  fuch  a  dog  as  you,  get  a  crumb  from, 
him,  it  will  be  a  miracle  of  mercy  ?  Can  you  fey,  that 
though  doubts  and  darknef^,  and  innumerable  evils  be 
now  furrounding  you,  yet,  for  what  you  know,  it  was 
a  day  of  power  you  met  with  at  fuch  a  time,  in  which 
a  faving  work,  as  you  thought,  was  begun,  and  now 
you  would  willingly  have  it  cleared  up  to  you  ?  Can  you 
fey,  that  though  you  have  a  thoufand  objcftions  againft 
yourfelf,  and  your  own  heart  and  frame,  yet  you  have 
no  objeftions  againft  Chrift  ?  at  leaft  if  any  reafonings 
and  high  imaginations  againft  him  be  rifen  and  raging 
in  your  heart,  you  would  gladly  take  hold  of  him,  that 
he  lAay  caft  all  down,  and  take  and  keep  the  throne 
himfelf?  Do  you. fee  the  way  of  falvation,  through  free 
grace,  and  through  his  perfeft  righteoufnefs,  to  be  an 
excellent  way,  worthy  of  God,  and  fuitable  to  man, 
becoming  the  wifdom  and  glory  of  God,  and  that  you 
are  well  pleafed  with  this  way  ?  Can  you  finally  fay,  that 
you  are  one  of  the  pooreft  creatures  in  all  the  world ; 
poor  and  needy,  deftitute  of  all  good,  of  all  grace,  of 
all  faith,  love,  repentance,  holinels,  and  any  other  fpiri- 
tual  quality  in  yourfelves  ;  but  that  you  fee  an  infinite 
fulnefs  in  Chrift,  that  can  fupply  you,  and  out  of  which 
you  defire  to  be  fupplied,  with  all  that  you  need  ?  and 
can  appeal  to  heaven,  that  in  him  only  you  defire  to  be 
found,  who  is  all  in  allf  Can  you  fay,  Yea  and  Amen 
to  thefe  things  ?     Then,  poor  foul,  I  charge  and  com- 
mand you,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  to  ven- 
ture forward  to  this  table,  as  you  would  not  difpleafe 
him,  and  grieve  his  holy  Spirit  by  ftaying  away,  when 
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he  calls  you,  and  commands  you  to  do  this  in  remem- 
brance of  him,  and  of  his  kindnefs  to  you.  You  know 
not  if  ever  you  will  get  another  opportunity,  poor  ftray- 
ing,  wandering  ftieep;  though  you  be  fuch  a  weak 
creature,  as  that  you  think,  u  you  be  among  the  flock 
of  Chrifliatall,  you  are  the  worft  among  them  all  for 
fin ;  and  the  laft  among  them  all  for  grace ;  and  ftray- 
ing  fo  far  behind  all  the  reft  of  the  flock,  that  you  will 
never  get  up  among  the  reft,  unlcft  the  great  Shepherd 
take  you  up  in  his  arms,  and  carry  you ;  I  charge  you, 
in  his  name,  to  come  forward,  and  fee  the  glorious 
Shepherd  fmitten  with  the  fword  of  juftice  in  your  room. 
-—And  now,  hoping  I  have  prevailed,  or  rather  that  the 
Lord  has,  and  will  prevail,  with  his  little  flock,  to  come 
to  the  Lord's  table,  and  hear  the  Lord  of  hofts  facra- 
mentally  faying,  Awake y  0  fword ^  CLgdi'nft  niy  Shepherd^ 
the  man  that  is  my  fellow.  I  clofe  with 

4.  A  fourth  inference  from  this  doftrine,  with  rela- 
tion to  this  ordinance :  hence  we  may  fee  in  what  man^ 
ner  it  is  that  believers  fliould  approach  to  a  communi- 
on-table, fince  the  fword  of  Jehovah's  wrath  is  ordered 
to  fmite  the  Shepherd,  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow. 
Then  you  ought  to  commemorate  this  facrifice,  and 
come  to  his  table. 

(i.)  VJixh  wonder  ^.nd  afonijhment.  O  come!  won- 
dering that  the  fword  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  that  infinite- 
ly juft  God,  ftiould  pafs  by  you,  man ;  and  you,  wo- 
man, that  was  an  enemy ;  and  fatisfy  himfelf  upon  the 
man  that  was  his  Friend,  the  man  that  was  his  Fellow, 
by  fmiting  the  Shepherd  in  the  room  of  the  flieep :  that 
the  man  who  is  God's  Fellow  fliould  be  made  fin  for  you  ; 
made  a  curfe  for  you ;.  made  fliame  for  you ;  made  a  fa- 
crifice to  juftice  for  you;  and  made  the  channel  in 
which  the  wrath  and  difpleafure  of  God  fliould  run  fo 
as  to  run  by  you,  and  never  light  upon  you.  O  wonder ! 
wonder,  men  and  angels  ! 

(2.)  Come  v/'ith  praife,  gratitude^  and  thankfidnefs  to 
the  Lord  of  hofts,  and. to  the  man  that  is  his  Fellow, 
for  fuch  a  wonderful  contrivance  of  falvation.  What 
pofture  did  grace  find  you  in,  poor  believer  ?  even  lying 
open  to  the  ftroak  of  God's  drawn  {word  of  juftice ;  and 
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bur  Lord  Jefus,  on  the  one  fide,  ftej)t  in  arid  faid^ 
Hold,  Lord,  let  that  ftroak  fall  upon  me,  and  let  them 
go  free ;  and,  upon  their  fide,  there  was  God^d  good 
pleafiife,  condefcending  to  accept  of  his  offer,  faying, 
Awake^  Ofword;  fmite  the  Shepherd^  and f pare  the  Jheep^ 
Poor  foul,  that  defires  to  flee  to  him  for  refuge!  Chrift 
tas  changed  rooms  with  you,  by  Intefpofing  to  keep  the 
ftroak  off  you,  and  receiving  it  into  his  own  bowels  \ 
aiid,  O  what  infinite  obligations  to  love  And  thankful-^ 
flefs  does  this  lay  you  under!  How  will  he  be  praifed 
for  ever  among  the  redeemed  for  his  love !  Come,  fmg* 
ing  untf>  him  ihdt  loved  us  j  and  wajhed  us  from  eurjins^  itk 
his  Btoodj — to  him  be  glory^ 

(3.)  Gome  with  boldnefs^  -confidence^  and  clyedrfulnefs^ 
What  a  (hame  and  diflionour  to  the  glorious  Shepherd 
is  it,  that  the  fheep  fhould  be  always  trembling  and 
quakingj  while  they  are  under  fuch  a  fure  and  fafe  eo-» 
vert,  as  the  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  the  Shepherd ! 
if  we  were  coming  to  deal  with  God  about  falvation* 
\ipon  the  footing  of  any  thing  in  us,  we  might  indeed 
be  confounded  with  defpair,  and  could  not  ftand  far 
enough  away  from  God  \  biit  when  you  are  to  deal 
with  him  upon  the  fcore  of  the  God-pleafing^  jufticc-* 
fatisfying  blood  of  the  man  that  is  his  Fellow,  we  can-* 
not  come  with  too  much  boldnefs :  on  this  ground  let 
lis  come  boldly  to  the  throne  cf  grace,  having  boldnefs  tt> 
mter  into  theholiejl  by  the  blood  of  J^fus".  Is  it  the  blood 
of  God's  Shepherd,  the  blood  of  the  man  that  is  hi^ 
Fellow !  Is  it  not  thy  valuable  blood,  or  not  ?  Thert, 
'  \vhy  fliould  you  give  way  to  diflidence  ?  What  a  fhame 
is  it  that  tf^c  dare  fcarcely  trufl  to  his  facrifice !  There- 
forcj 

(•4-.)  Gome  with /«//  affurance  of  faith  :  arfufed  of  thd 
love  and  good-will  of  God  in  Chrift,  in  whom  his 
fword  is  pacified,  and  through  whom  peace  with  God 
is  proclaimed,  and  a  ceffation  of  arms  to  all  eternity*  If 
you  can  attain  to  this  full  affurance  of  faith,  poor  weak 
belieVef ,  you  will,  no  doiibt,  come  forward,  as  the  Lord 
fliall  hdp  you,  under  covert  of  this  honourable  facri-* 
fice ;  come  hoping  againft  hope,  and  believing  againft 
Unbelief;  fay.  Lord,  I  believe^  help  my  w?ibclief.    Covcv^i 
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lamenting  your  unbelief,  and  crying  to  him  for  faith. 
Come  depending  on  him  for  grace  to  communicate  in  a 
fuitable  way,  and  for  grace  to  take  a  hearty  draught  of 
the  fword-fatisfying  blood  of  the  man  that  is  his  Fel- 
low. • 

SERVICE   at  the  TABLE. 

NOW,  believers,  what  was  Mofes's  work  when  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  in  a  flame  of  fire  out 
of  the  midft  of  the  bufli,  Exod.  iii.  2.  when  the  bulh 
burned  with  fire  and  was  confumed  ?  Why,  fays  Mofes, 
I  will  turn  q/ide,  and  fee  this  great  fight.  That  fame 
fhould  be  your  woi:k  and  exercife  now,  at  a  communi- 
on-table :  turn  afide^  and  fee  this  great  fight ;  what  fight  ? 
the  greateft  fight  that  ever  was  feen,  the  eternal  Son 
of  God  in  the  bufli  of  our  nature,  and  this  bulh  burn- 
ing in  the  flames  of  divine  wrath,  for  our  fakes,  and 
in  our  room  arid  (lead,  and  yet  the  bufli  not  confumed. 
O !  with  what  holy  fear  ought  you  to  look  upon  this 
great  fight!  l?ut  off  thy  Jhocs  from  cff  thy  feet  ^  fays  God 
to  Mofes,  for  the  place  where  thoufiandejl  is  holy  ground : 
and  Mofes  hid  his  face,  for  he  was  afraid  to  look  upon 
God.  You  may  perhaps  think,  if  you  were  as  great  a 
faint  as  Mofes,  you  would  not  be  afraid;  but,  O  the 
fight  of  God  is  an  awful  thing  to  the  greatefl:  faint  on 
earth,  and  humbles  them  to  the  duft !  But,  if  you  be  a 
faint  at  all,  I  will  tell  you,  you  will  be  reckoning  your- 
fdf  the  greateft:  finner  out  of  hell,  the  chief  of  finners ; 
and  if  it  be  fo,  fure  I  am,  this  great  fight  may  be  more 
wonderful  in  your  eyes  to  fee  the  fword  of  divine  wrath 
drunk  in  the  blood  of  the  glorious  Surety,  in  your  room. 
•  Solomon  fays.  He  that  is  furety  for  a  Jlr anger  fhall 
fmart  for  it,  Prov.  xi.  15.  Behold  the  Son  of  God  be- 
come Surety  for  you,  that  was  a  fl:ranger  and  alien ; 
but  he  muft  fmart  for  it :  or,  as  it  may  be  rendered. 
He  fhall  before  broken.  So  was  the  Son  of  God,  our  Sure- 
ty; he  was  broken  in  foul,  broken  in  body,  broken 
to  pieces ;  and  we  have  here  the  fymbols  of  his  broken 
body ;  for.  In  the  fame  night  in  which  he  was  betrayed^ 

be 
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be  fodk  breads  As  you  fee  us  take  it  here,  after  his  ex- 
ample.  

Now,  fpeftators ;  now,  commmunicants ;  if  you  have 
the  eye  of  faith,  you  might  fee  a  broken  Chrift  reprc- 
fented  under  this  broken  bread ;  now  you  may  hear  God 
faying,  ^wakcy  O  fword^  again fl  my  Shepherd.  ^11  wc 
tike  loftjheep  bad  gone  aftray  ;  and  we  have  turned  every 
one  to  his  own  way^  and  the  Lordy  the  Lord  of  hofts,  has 
laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all.  Sin  brings  down  the 
fword  of  vengeance ;  but,  behold  your  fm  laid  upon 
the  Shepherd,  and  thereupon  the  Lord  of  hofts  faying. 
Awake ^  O  fword^  againji  the  Shepherd.  O  rare  and  ra- 
vifhing  contrivance  !  O  admirable  and  amiable  contri- 
vance!  O  beautiful  and  beneficial  contriviance !  Eter- 
nally bleffed  be  the  Contriver !  and  eternally  bleffed  be 
the  Shepherd !  O  infinitely  kind  and  compaflionate  She- 
pherd, that  laid  down  his  life  for  the  fheep,  and  feeds 
bis  flock  like  ajhepherd !  yea,  feeds  them  with  his  flefh 
and  blood  !  for,  having  broken  it,  he  gave  it  to  his  dif- 
ciples,  faying,  Take  ye,  eat  ye  ;  this  is  my  body  broken  for 

you:  this  do  in  remembrance  of  me. Me  !  what  for  a 

ME,  is  this  ?  who  was  it  that  was  fmitten  by  the  fword 
of  juftice  ?  Why,  it  is  even  the  Shepherd,  the  man  that 
is  God's  Fellow,  his  own  Son :  we  have  finned,  and  he 
is  fmitten  for  it ;  the  fword  awaked  againft  him,  and  we 
go  free :  O  finner,  finner !  O  guilty  finner,  filthy  fin- 
ner,  wretched  finner !  who  in  all  the  world  would  have 
done  that  for  you  that  Chrift  has  done  ?  Who  in  all  the 
world  could  have  fuffered  that  for  you,  that  Chrift  has 
fufFered?  O  communicant,  apply,  apply  his  doing  and 
dying  to  yourfelf  in  particular,  and  fay,  O  marvellous 
and  matchlefs  love !  O  boundlefs  and  bottomlcfs  love  ! 
He  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me  !  Or,  if  you  can- 
not attain  to  the  particular  application,  that  he  did  it 
for  you ;  yet,  O  wonder,  wonder,  that  ever  he  did  and 
fuffered  fo  much  for  any ;  for  he  fuffered  the  hell  of  all 
the  elefl: ;  God  made  a  gape  or  wound  in  the  breaft  of 
Chrift,  with  the  fword  of  his  juftice,  and  then  poured 
in  a  whole  hell  of  wrath  upon  him.  O  !  is  it  not  good 
your  part,  to  remember  him,  who  rcmembied  >jovi 
yAxcn  the  fword  ofjaflice  was  ready  lo  \>c  iltvc^xJci^c^  vs\ 
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your  bowels,  and  to  drink  in  the  blood  of  your  fout^ 
Jf  o  foorier  did  the  Son  of  God  behold  the  fword  at  your 
breaft,  and  the  hand  of  juftice  fetching  the  bloody 
ftroak,  but  he  cries  out,  O  Father,  hold  thy  hand ;  let  aU 
that  vengeance  that  is  due  tothofe  poor  guilty  creatures,  ^ 
Jail  upon  me ;  behold  I  open  my  breaft  to  receive  the^ 
ftroak  of  juftice  in  their  rooin-  They  have  broken  thy 
law,  but  here  I  Sim  to  fulfil  it  for  them  ;  they  h'ave  en-^ 
raged  thy  juftice,  but  here  I  am  ready  to  fatisfy  juftice 
for  them ;  they  have  drunk  up  iniquity  like  water ;  but 
lo !  I  will  drink  up  the  gall  and  vinegar  of  thy  vengeance 
for  them  \  Lo!  I  come ;  let  the  fword  light  upon  me 
with  all  its  vengeance.  Come,  come  then,  my  beloved 
Son,  fays  God,  the  Lord  of  hofts,  you  know  wiiat  this 
work  will  coft  you  5  will  you  ftand  your  hazard  ?  Yes, 
yes,  fays  Chrift :  what  will  I  not  do  for  thy  glory,  and  for 
thofe  miferable  finners?  What  will  I  not  fuffer  for 
them  ?  let  it  be  infinite  vengeance,  1  bear  it  for  thenu 
. — Content,  content,  then  fays  the  Father ;  and  there^ 
fore,  Awake^  Ofword^  againjl  my  Shepherd^  and  again/l- 
the  man  that  is  my  Felloixy  ;  fmite  the  Shepherds  Well,  the 
Shepherd,  the  man,  the  wonderful  man,  is  fmitten, 
and  the  bloody  ftroak  opens  a  wide  gap  in  his  heart, 
from  hence  ftreams  a  river  of  blood  \  A  riv^r,  thejireams 
whereof  ?nake  glad  the  city  of  God :  and  of  this  river  you 
nre  called  to  drink  this  day,  Chrift  having  facrificed 
himfelf  a  peace-offering  to  the  Lord  of  hofts.  He,  as  the 
antetype  of  Mofcs,  did  fpr inkle  the  blood  of  the  facrin 
fice  on  the  people  \  and  therefore,  in  the  fame  manner^ 
after  Jhpper^  alfi  he  took  the  cup,  when  he  had  fupped^  fay-, 
ing^  "This  cup  is  the  New.  T^eftament  in  my  blood;  this  da^ 
as  oft  as  you  drink  it,  in  remembrance  of  me  ;  Jor^  as  oft^ 
as  ye  eat  this  bread  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  fhew  forth 
the  Lord's  death  till  he  come  again. — fVithcut  the  fhei- 
ding  of  blood  there  is  no  remiffion :  but  there  is  blood 
fticd  ;  take  it,  and  remiffion  pf  your  fins  with  it ;  it  is 
worthy  bloody  the  blood  of  the  man  that  is  God*s  Fel-i 
low:  the  fword  of  juftice  has  got  fuch  a  full  draught  of 
this  blood,  that  it  craves  no  more.  As  long  as  God'a 
Juftice  is  demanding  vengeance,  no  man  can  ftand  be- 
tpre  God;  but  herp  juftice  has  na  moxc  lo.  a-^Ne,-,  for 
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was  a  precept,  apromife,  and  a  penalty.  Thepreci^  ' 
was  do,  or  perfefl:  obedience  ;  the  promife  was  life,  or 
eternal  happinefs  upon  obedience ;  and  the  penalty  was 
death  and  eternal  damnation,  in  cafe  of  difobediencc. 
Now,  man  by  his  fin  hath  broken  the  precept  of  that 
covenant,  and  fo  forefeited  the  promife  of  life,  and  in- 
curred the  penalty  of  death.  'If  ever  we  have  accefs  to 
God,  this  broken  precept  muft  be  repaired,  this  for- 
feited life  muft  be  redeemed,  this  penalty  muft  be  exe- 
cute. Here  is  a  vail  that  feparates  betwixt  God  and  us ; 
a  vail  that  neither  men  nor  angels  can  rend,  and  yet  a 
vail  that  muft  be  rent,  otherwife  we  die  and  perifh  for 
ever ;  and  this  vail  is  the  harder  to  be  rent,  becaufe  of 
the  following,  namely, 

2.  The  vail  of  God's  injured perfedions  ; .  particular- 
ly, his  incenfed  juftice,  and  injured  holinefs.  Juftice, 
infinite  juftice,  was  a  black  vail  that  obftruded  our  ac- 
cefs to  heaven ;  for  God  became  an  angry  God,  a  God 
filled  with  fierce  wrath  againft  the  finner.  God  hath 
fet  this  penalty  upon  the  law,  commanding  perfeft  obe- 
dience upon  pain  of  death :  God's  juftice  was  engaged 
to  make  this  penalty  efFedual  upon  man's  falling  into 
fin.  Nothing  can  fatisfy  juftice  but  infinite  punifli- 
ment ;  T^he  wages  of  fm  is  death  :  and  God  will,  by  no 
means  clear  the  guilty  :  And  fo,  if  this  vail  be  not  rent 
by  a  complete  fatisfaftiori,  the  guilty  finner  muft  go 
down  to  the  pit.  The  holinefs  of  God  alfo  was  injured 
by  the  breach  of  the  law ;  Sin  is  a  tranfgreffion  of  the 
law ;  a  tranfgrelTion  of  the  precept.  Now,  as  God's 
juftice  ftands  up  in  defence  of  the  threatening  and  pe- 
nalty, fo  his  holinefs  ftands  up  for  the  defence  of  the 
)recept  and  command  of  the  holy  law.  God  cannot 
uftify  the  finner,  nor  accept  of  him  as  righteous,  un- 
efs  he  hath  a  complete  righteoufnefs  ;  not  a  lame,  par- 
tial, and  imperfe^  righteoufnefs ;  but  a  righteoufnefs 
every  way  commenfurate  to  the  extenfive  precept  of  the 
law,  will  fatisfy  an  infinitely  holy  God.  As  infinite 
juftice  cannot  be  fatisfied,  without  a  complete  fatisfac- 
tion,  anfwering  to  the  threatening  and  penalty  of  the 
law ;  fo  the  infinite  holinefs  of  God  cannot  be  fatUfied 
without  apcrfcd;  obedience^  anfweraUe  to  \ke  ^xcc^^x 
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and  command  of  the  law.  Now,  our  natural  want  of 
ability  to  yield  laiistaftion,  and  our  natural  want  of 
perfeft  conformity  to  the  law,  m./uLC  juftice  and  holinefs, 
arid  other  perfeftions  of  God,  Hand  in  the  way  of  our 
falvation,  and  of  our  accefs  to  heaven,  like  a  vail  that 
can  never  be  rent  by  us ;  cfpecially  confulering,  that 
there  is, 

3.  A  third  vail,  and  that  is  the  vail  of  fin  on  our 
part.  This  is  a  ffparating  vail  betwixt  God  and  us, 
Ifa.  lix.  2.  7^our  iniquities  have  feparaied  betu-ixt  you  and 
your  God.  Now,  before  we  can  get  near  unto  God, 
this  vail  muft  be  rent,  the  guilt  of  fin  muft  be  expiated ; 
for  without  fhedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remiflion : 
the  filth  of  fin  muft  be  purged  ;  for,  who  (hall  afcend 
to  the  hill  of  the  Lord,  and  ftand  in  his  holy  place,  but 
he  that  hath  clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart  ?  ITie  power 
of  fin  muft  be  broken. — There  is,  by  nature,  in  us  all  a 
power  of  ignorance  ;  our  minds  are  become  a  dungeon 
of  darknefs,  and  this  is  fuch  a  vail  betwixt  God  and  us, 
that  unlefs  it  be  removed,  there  is  no  hopes  of  mercy  : 
therefore  fays  the  prophet,  //  is  a  people  of  no  under* 
funding  ;  therefore  he  that  made  them^  will  not  have  mer* 
cy  on  them.—T\\Qxc  is  in  us  a  power  of  enmity,  The  car* 
'  nal  mind  is  enmity  againft  God^  etc. — We  are  enemies 
to  God  by  wicked  works^  this  is  another  vail  that  muft 
be  rent  by  the  arm  of  almighty  power ;  for  it  is  a  vail* 
and  curtain  that  the  devil  hath  ftrongly  wrought,  like  a 
web,  with  the  warp  and  waft  of  pride,  carnality,  fecu- 
rity,  worldlinefs,  and  all  other  wickednefs  whatfoevcr, 
which  are  but  fo  many  threads  and  pieces  of  this  web, 
this  vail  of  enmity. — There  is  a  power  of  unbelief,  that 
is  another  vail,  that  on  our  part  ftands  betwixt  us  and 
and  the  holy  place,  and  feparates  us  from  divine  favour  j 
He  that  believeth  7ioty  is  condemned  already. 

II.  The  fccond  thing.  How  the  death  of  Chrift  hath 
rent  the  vail :  when  he  gave  up  the  ghoft,  behold  the 
vail  was  rent. 

I.  By  the  death  of  Chrift  the  vail  of  a  broken  cove* 
nant  was  rent  in  twain,  fo  as  we  might  get  to  God 
through  that  vail  of  the  law  j  for  the  law  was  fulfilled 
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m  every  part  of  it,  by  his  obedience  to  the  death. 
Was  the  precept  of  the  law  a  perfecl  obedience  ?  Well, 
Chrift  by  his  obedience  to  the  death,  did  magnify  the 
law,  and  make  it  honourable,  brought  in  an  everlafting 
righteoufnefs :  his  death  was  the  finifhing  ftroke,  the 
Kgheft  aft  of  that  obedience  whereby  the  law  was  ful- 
filled. Was  the  promife  of  life  in  the  law,  or  firft  co- 
venant forfeited  by  us  ?  Well,  ChnH:  rent  this  vail,  by 
redeeming  the  forfeiture  with  the  price  of  his  blood : 
he  bought  back  the  inheritance  for  us  that  we  had  loft, 
making  a  purchafe  of  us,  and  of  eternal  falvation  for 
us.  Was  the  penalty  of  death  in  the  law  ftanding  alfo 
in  the  way?  Well,  Chrift  comes  in  the  finner's  room, 
endures  this  penalty,  by  coming  under  the  curfe  of  the 
law,  becoming  obedient  to  the  death,  enduring  the 
wrath  of  God,  and  delivering  us  from  the  wrath  to 
come :  and  fo  behold,  the  vail  of  a  broken  covenant 
was  rent. 

2.  By  the  death  of  Chrift,  the  vail  of  God's  injured 
attributes^   that  ftood  betwixt  God  and  us,  was  rent 
and  removed.     Chrift  hath  fatisficd  the  juftice  of  God, 
by  oflFering  himfelf  a  facrifice,  Eph.  v.  2.     This  otter- 
ing being  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  it  was  of  infinite 
worth  and  value :    here  the  altar  fanclified  the  gift ; 
the  altar  was  the  Godhead  of  Chrift,  the  offering  was 
made  upon  the  altar  of  the  divine  nature ;  and  there- 
fore this  blood  of  Chrift  is  called  the  blood  of  God. 
This  facrifice  was  of  infinite  worth  and  value,  for  doing 
the  bufinefs  of  poor  man,  in  atoning  juftice,    and  fo 
rending  this  vail.     But  now,  as  Chrift  hath  fatisficd  the 
juftice  of  God,  by  enduring  tlie  penalty  and  threaten- 
ing of  the  law ;  lb  he  hath  vindicated  the  holinefs  of 
God,  by  fulfilling  the  precept  and  coniii;and  of  the  law, 
^'hich  he  not  only  did  through  the  whole  couife  of  his 
''*e,  but  perfedtly  finifticd  in  his  death.     Now,  if  Chrift 
"i^th  fulfilled  the  law,  fatiiificd  the  juftice,    and  vindi- 
^^ted  the  holinefs  of  God,    by  his  obedience  to  the 
death,  then  we  may  fee  ami  fay.    Behold  the  vail  was 
^^rit.     But, 

3.  There  is  the  vail  of  f:?i  on  our  part ;  \\o^w  \^  \\vv^ 
r^ntbj  the  death  of  Chniti  Why,  tbe  Luu\b  n^v.  ^?l- 
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crificed  to  rend  and  remove  this  vail.  Behold  the  Lamb 
cfGodj  that  takes  away  the  Jin  of  the  world.  By  his  deaths 
the  guilt  of  fin  is  expiated ;  y2?r  Godfet  htm  forth  to  he  a 
fropttiation  through  faith  in  his  bloody  to  declare  his  righte- 
oufnefs  for  the  remijjion  of  fins  ^  etc.  By  his  death  the 
filth  of  fin  is  purged ;  for  the  blood  of  Gbriji  cleanfeth 
from  all  Jin  J  and  that  both  meritorioufly  and  efBcaci- 
oufly ;  for,  by  his  death,  the  power  of  fin  alfo  is  bro- 
ken fundamentally,  feeing  by  his  death  he  purchafcd 
the  Spirit ;  which,  in  due  time,  he  pours  out,  and  there- 
by adually  removes  the  vail  on  our  part,  which  he  had 
done  fundamentally  and  virtually  on  the  crofs.  By  this 
purchafed  Spirit  he  rends  the  vails  of  darknefs  and  ig- 
norance :  The  God  who  commanded  light  to  Jhine  ottt  of 
darknefs^  Jhines  into  the  hearty  etc.  All  the  light  of  na- 
ture, reafon,  education,  and  humain  literature  cannot 
rend  this  vail,  till  the  man  receive  the  Spirit  of  wifdom 
and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift.  By  this  pur- 
chafed Spirit  he  rends  the  vail  of  enmity,  fhedding  a- 
broad  his  love  upon  the  heart ;  and  indeed  the  view  and 
apprehenfion  of  God's  mighty  love  in  Chrift,  can  rend 
that  mighty  vail  of  enmity  ;  for  we  love  him  whenever 
we  fee  that  he  firft  loved  us,  i  John  iv.  ig.  When  the 
foul  fees  the  God,  wh  jfe  majefty  he  dreaded,  is  now  a 
God  in  Chrift,  reconciled  to  the  foul  through  the  facri- 
fice  that  Chrift  offered  up,  then  the  foul  is  reconciled 
to  God,  and  fo  the  vail  of  enmity  rent  in  twain*  By 
this  purchafed  Spirit  he  rends  alfo  the  vail  of-  unbe- 
lief ;  for,  as  he  is  a  Spirit  of  light,  to  remove  the  vail  of 
darknefs,  and  a  Spirit  of  love,  to  remove  the  vail  of  en- 
mity ;  fo  he  comes  into  the  heart,  as  a  Spirit  of  faith, 
and  removes  the  vail  of  unbelief;  he  begins  the  rent  of 
humiliation,  when  he  rends  the  heart  in  twain  with  a 
fenfe  of  fin,  and  a  fight  of  its  undone  ftate ;  when  he 
makes  the  foul  take  with  fin,  and  juftify  the  Lord, 
though  he  fhould  damn  him  for  his  fin.  He  makes  the 
rent  of  the  vail  wider  by  a  gracious  manifcftation,  like 
that,  John  ii.  ii.  He  manifejied  forth  his  glory ^  arid  his 
difciples  believed  on  him.  Thus  he  rends  the  vail  of  un- 
bdief;  and  compleats  the  rent  of  this  vail  when  faith. 

is 
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is  turned  into  vifion.— Thus  you  fee  how  by  his  death 
the  vail  was  rent. 

in.  The  third  thing.  In  what  manner  was  the  vail 
rent?  All  I  fay  on  this  head,  fliall  be  in  allufion  fhortly 
to  the  rending  of  the  vail  of  the  tem[Je  here :  which  we 
fee,  was  in  a  wonderful  manner  ulhcred  in  with  a  be^^ 
bald. 

1.  Behold^  It  was  rent;  not  only  drawn  afide,  but 
rent.  The  curtain  was  not  only  drawn  afidc,  but  torn  to 
pieces,  as  if  God  had  been  difpleafed  at  the  vail  of  parti-^ 
on  betwixt  him  and  us ;  angry  at  the  vail  of  feparation, 
and  enraged  that  there  fhould  have  been  any  vail  to  in- 
tercept between  him  and  us.  God's  heart  was  fet  upon  a 
reconciliation  betwixt  him  and  us,  and  therefore  his 
band  tears  the  curtain  that  was  hanging  up  betwixt 
him  and  us ;  gave  it  fuch  a  rent,  as  it  might  never  be 
whole  again :  all  the  devils  in  hell  cannot  few  up  the 
rent,  fo  as  to  difeppoint  God's  defign  of  bringing  his 
people  into  union  and  communion  with  him. 

2.  Behold,  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  not  only  rent^ 
but  rent  in  twain :  the  vail  that  was  one,  was  made  two> 
that  God  and  man,  who  were  two,  might  be  made  one* 
It  was  not  half  rd^nt,  but  wholly  rent ;  rent  in  twain,  a 
full  and  complete  rent;  fhewing,  that  Chrift,  by  his 
death,  would  not  be  a  half  Saviour,  but  a  complete  Sa- 
viour, and  the  Author  of  a  full  and  complete  falvation ; 
taking  entirely  out  of  the  way  whatever  fepSirated  be- 
twixt God  and  us,  not  leaving  fo  much  as  a  flitch  of  the 
curtain  to  hold,  the  two  fides  of  the  vail  together ;  no, 
the  vail  was  rent  in  twain.  And  not  only  fo,  but, 

3.  Behold  the  vail  was  rent  Jrom  the  top  to  the 
Bottom  :  The  vail  was  rent  from  the  top,  the  highcft 
thing  that  feparated  betwixt  God  and  us  was  rent  in 
twain  ;  we  could  never  have  reached  up  to  the  top  of 
the  vail ;  yea,  the  hands  and  arms  of  all  the  men  on 
earth,  and  angels  in  heaven,  were  too  fhort  to  reach 
to  the  top  of  the  infinite  juftice  and  holinefs  of  God,  that 
^nterpofed  betwixt  him  and  us :  the  top  of  this  vail,  this 
Wall  of  partition,  was  higher  than  heaven ;  what  could 
Wc  or  any  other  crc^iturc  do  for  rending  it  ^xota  \?tv<i  vo^l 

Vol.-  L  P  "^nxX. 
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But  Chrift  put  up  his  hand,  as  it  were,  to  the  top  d 
the  vail,  and  rent  it  from  the  top.  The  rent  begins  at 
the  top,  but  it  does  not  flop  here :  For, 
,  4.  The  vail  Is  alfo  rent  to  the  bottom  :  the  bottonj 
of  this  vail,  that  did  feparate  betwixt  God  and  us,  did 
reach  as  deep  as  the  bottom  of  hell :  who  could  defcend 
to  hell  for  us  to  rend  the  vail  to  the  bottom  ?  Ac- 
cording  to  the  lamentation  of  one  Joannes  Seneca  up- 
on his  death-bed,  '  We  have  here,  fays  he^  fomc  that 

*  will  go  to  the  quire  for  us,  fomc  that  will  play  for  us, 

*  fome  that  will  fay  Mafs  for  us,  fome  that  will  pray  for 

*  us ;  but  where  is  there  one  that  will  go  to  heu  for 

*  us  ?*  But,  O  happy  beltever,  Chrift  is  one  that  hath 
gone  to  hell  for  you,  that  he  might  quendi  all  the 
flames  of  hell  with  his  blood,  and  conquer  all  the  powers 
of  hell  that  were  in  the  way  betwixt  you  and  heaven. 
He  defcended  to  hdl,  in  a  manner,  that  he  might  rend 
the  bottom  of  the  vail.  But  there  is  yet  more  here,  hp 
not  only  rends  the  vail  at  the  top  and  at  the  bottom, 
but, 

5.  From  the  top  to  the  bottom  all  is  rent ;  both  the 
top  and  the  bottom,  and  all  that  is  betwixt  the  top  and 
the  bottom,  all  the  impediments  betwixt  heaven  and 
hell  are  removed.  Though  heaven  be  purchafed,  and 
hell  vanquished,  yet  there  might  be  fomething  in  the 
earth,  fomething  in  the  world,  betwixt  heaven  and 
liell  that  might  obftruft  the  paflage  to  the  holieft  ;  well, 
but  the  rent  is  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  :  all  -that 
comes  betwixt  the  top  and  the  bottom  is  rent  as  well  as 
both  ends ;  fo  that  there  is  accefs  from  the  loweft  part 
of  mifcry  to  the  higheft  happinefs,  a  long  rent,  in  a 
manner,  from  the  top  of  heaven  to  the  bottom  of  hcll- 
We  fell  as  low  as  hell  by  fin,  but  Chrift  by  his  death 
hath  made  an  open  way  from  hell  to  heaven  ;  for,  fo- 
hold^  the  vail  was  rent  in  twain  from  the  top  to  the  hot- 
torn. 

IV.  The  forerth  thing.  For  what  end  was  the  vail 
rent  ?  I  fhall  tell  you  only  thefe  two  ends  of  it.  1.  That 
Chrill  might  enter  into  the  holieft  as  our  High-prieft  for 

us* 
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us.     2.  That  we  might  enter  in  alfo  after  him  and  thro* 
him. 

I.  I  lay,  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  rent,  that  Chrift 

our  glorious  High-prieft  might  enter  into  the  holy  of  holies 

in  our  name.    I  told  you,  that  the  vail  of  the  temple 

was  that  which  parted  betwixt  the  holy  place  and  the 

mq/i  bofyj  and  which  kept  oflf  people  from  drawing  near 

to  the  mq/i  holy  place.     The  vail  was  for  concealment ; 

and  none  mignt  enter  within  the  vail  but  the  high-prieft, 

and  he  was  not  to  enter  in  without  blood,  the  blood  of 

the  iacrificc  along  with  him,  as  you  fee,  Heb.  ix.  3,  y. 

Now,  the  moft  hbly  place  was  a  type  of  heaven;  fo  our 

Lord  Jefus  Chrift  having  fhed  his  own  blood,  entered 

unthin  the  vail  into  heaven,  the  true  holy  of  holies^  car- 

rying  in  with  him  the  blood  of  his  own  facrifice,  Heb. 

ix.  1%.     Not  by  the  blood  of  goats  and  calves^  but  by  bU 

$wn  bloody  be  entered  in  once  into  the  holy  place.  Not  that 

Chrift  did  carry  into  heaven  his  own  fubftantial  blood 

in  his  hand ;  we  are  not  to  underftand  it  fo  carnally, 

but  that,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  and  virtually,  he  did  fo. 

Under  the  law,  the  day  of  atonement  was  upon  that 

day  when  the  high-pneft  went  into  the  holy  of  holies^ 

\jt\.  xvi.  30. ;  on  that  day  the  people  were  pardoned 

all  their  fms,  and  cleanfed  from  all  their  tranfgreffions ; 

when  the  high-prieft  had  been  within  the  'vail  in  the  ho'- 

ly  of  holies  J  then  was  the  atonement  aSually  made : 

though  the  blood  was  flied  without  the  camp,  yet,  the 

atonement  was  not  made  till  it  was  brought  into  the 

holy  place.  Lev.  xvi.  14,  15.  What  did  this  typify,  but 

that  our  atonement  was  perfectly  made  upon  Chrift's 

jjoing  into  the  holy  of  holies  j  namely,  heaven  ?  See  Heb. 

«.  24.  For  Chrifi  is  not  entered  into  the  holy  places  made 

vnth  hands ^  which  are  the  figures  of  the  true^  but  into  hea- 

'oen  itfilf  now  to  appear  in  the  prefence  of  God  for  us. 

Perhaps  you  have  thought  hitherto  that  the  work  of 

our  redemption  was  perfeftly  completed  on  the  crofs,  fo 

218  there  was  no  more  to  be  done ;  but  know,  it  was 

not  enough  for  the  facrifice  to  be  killed  without  the 

camp,  but  the  blood  muft  be  carried  into  the  holy  of  ho^ 

lies;  all  was  not  done  till  that  was  done.    Indeed  >jr\\t.w 

Chrift  died^  tbehcriAce  was  flain^  tbc  blood  \v?i%  ftxcdi-, 

/  P  2  \>a£ic. 
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there  was  no  more  facrificc  to  fuccced,  all  was  finifhed 
in  that  refped ;  but  yet  all  was  not  done  until  the  true 
vail  being  rcht  as  well  as  the  typical:  the  blood  of 
Chrift  was  carried  into  the  holy  place  within  the  vail, 
that  is,  into  heaven.  Though  Qirift  did  not  perfonally 
afcend  to  heaven,  as  I  faid  in  the  explication,  till  above 
forty  days  after,  yet  he  immediately  acquired  a  right  to 
enter,  and  had  a  virtual  admiffion ;  fo  that  his  entrance 
began  in  his  death ;  and  when  he  afcended  into  hea-» 
ven  he  completed  and  perfeded  that  in  his  own  perfbn, 
in  the  true  holy  of  holies ^  heaven  itfelf,  which  the  high-' 
prieft  did  typically  in  the  figurative  holy  of  holies^ 
which  was  of  old  under  the  law  in  the  earth ;  and  there 
hath  Chrift,  in  the  power  and  virtue  of  his  blood,  made 
atonement :  and  as  the  high-prieft  did  under  the  law, 
he  carried  in  with  him  all  the  names  of  all  the  tribes  of 
Ifrael  on  his  breaft  ;  and  by  the  power  of  this  blood  of 
the  facrifice  made  a  full  atonements     But  then, 

2.  Another  end  of  rending  the  vail  was,  not  only 
that  he  might  make  a  way  for  himfelf^  as  our  Prieft,  in- 
to the  moll  holy  place,  but  that  he  might  make  »  way 
for  us  in  him  ;  that  we  might  enter  in  alfo,  and  have 
accefs  to  God  through  him ;  accefs  to  heaven  through  • 
him.  See  therefore  bow  the  believer  is  faid  to  follow  in 
after  Chrift  into  the  hoHeft  within  the  vail,  Heb.  vi.  19, 
tao.  They  are  faid  to  flee  for  refuge  to  the  hope  fet  be- 
fore them,  which  hope  we  have  as  an  anchor  of  the foul^  both 
fare  andfledfajt^  entering  into  that  within  the  vail^  whi-, 
ther  the  Forerunner  is  for  us  entered^  even  Jefus^  made 
(in  Uigh'priefi  fbr  ever  after  the  order  of  Melchifedec. 
Heb.  X.  19,  20.  We  have  boldnef^  to  enter  into  the  holiefi 
by  the  blood  (fjefus^  by  a  n^w  and  living  way^  which  he 
hath  eorificratedfor  us  through  the  vail^  that  is  tofhy^  hit 
fte/h.  Where  our  way  to  heaven,  or  to  the  holieft,  1% 
faid  to  be  through  the  blopd  of  Chrift  5  or,  which  is 
all  one,  through  his  flefh  offered  as  a  propitiatory  facri- 
ficc ;  by  which,  as  by  the  rent  vail,  we  have  boldneft 
to  enter^  Now,  this  entrance  into  the  holieft,  or  accefe 
to  God  that  we  have  in  Chrift',  is  two-fold,  either  in- 
choative here,  or  confummate  hereafter. 

(j.)  There  13  an  initial,  incfeqatrue,  otbc^gxa entrance 
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that  we  have  into  the  holieft  in  time.  In  the  mod  ho- 
ly pls^ce  was  the  golden  altar,  and  fymbols  of  God's 
prefence  and  glorious  majefty,  and  accefs  thereto  was 
typical  of  our  accefs  to  God  and  heaven ;  which  accefs 
wc  have  now  with  boldnefs  even  in  time,  through  the 
rent  vail  by  which  our  High-prieft  hath  entered  into  the 
holy  place.  Heb.  iv.  14,  16.  Seeing  then  that  %ue  have  a 
great  High-frie/i  that  is  faffed  into  the  heavens  ^  Jefus  the 
Son  of  Godj  let  us  therefore  conie  boldly  to  the  throne  of 

frace.  And  fo  it  is  inferred  from  this  lame  dodrine, 
leb.  X.  22.     Let  us  draw  near  with  a  trtie  hearty   in 

full  ajfurance  of  faith,  ^ueji.  What  is  that  nearnefs  to 
God,  and  acceis  to  him,  that  a  man  hath  in  time,  when 
he  is  brought  within  the  vail  ?  Anfw.  In  a  word.  It 
lies  not  only  in  the  firft  application  of  grace,  and  change 
of  the  man's,  ftate,  when  in  Chrift  Jefus  he  that  was 
afar  off  is  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrift  :  for,  when- 
ever the  virtue  of  that  blood  comes  upon  us  by  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift,  God  comes  near  to  us,  and  we  are 
brought  near  to  God ;  but  there  is  ftill  more  and  more 
nearnefs  enjoyed  by  his  people.  Exercifed  Chriftians 
are  able  to  give  a  diftind  account  of  their  having  this 
neame&  at  fome  times,  and  of  their  want  of  it  at  other 
times.  He  may  be  fufpefted  indeed  for  an  hypocrite 
that  hath  no  changes,  Pfal.  Iv.  19.;  for  the  true  Chrifti- 
an's  iky  is  never  long  clear  and  without  clouds  :  change 
of  weather,  and  change  of  way,  is  ufually  found  by 
travellers  to  heaven.  Every  believer  indeed  hath  ftill 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift  dwelling  in  him ;  for,  if  any  man 
have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrijl,  he  is  none  of  his :  but  there 
are  fome  Angular  outpourings  of  the  Spirit  promifed 
and  beftowed,  and  well  known  by  all  believers,  and 
they  are  precious  enjoyments.  Uhis  Spirit  the  world 
cannot  receive^  hecaufe  it  fees  him  not^  neither  knows  him^ 
fays  Chrift ;  but  you  know  him^  for  he  dwells  with  you^ 
andjhall  be  in  you^  John  xiv.  17. — This  accefs  to  God 
within  the  vail,  is  fometimes  experienced  in  prayer ; 
yea,  moft  frequently  in  that  exercife  is  the  lignt  of 
God's  countenance  lifted  up,  and  the  foul  made  to  fay, 
/  love  the  Lord^   becaufe  he  hath  heard  the  voice  of  my 

Jupplicathn.    Do  not  ye,  believers,  kx\o^  t\i\^,  x^"^"^ 
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foiAetimes  you  have  been  fo  troubled  that  you  could 
not  fpeak  ?  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  4. ;  that  your  hearts  have  been 
fo  bound  and  ftraitened,  that  you  could  do  nothing, 
and  fay  nQtbing  before  the  Lord,  but  fxt  as  dumb  and 
eppreiled^   all  dark  above,   all  dead  within,  a;id  all 
doors  fcut  upon  you  i  You  durft  not  neffledt  prayer, 
and  yet  you  could  not  perform  it ;   but  behold,   you 
have  quickly  found  the  two-leaved  gates  caft  open  to 
you ;  your  hesirts  enlarged,   and  mouths  wide  open- 
ed in  afking ;   the  windows  of  heaven  open,  and  the 
banks  of  the  river  of  life  broken  down,  and  the  ftreamt 
gufhing  in  upon  you,  like  that  in  Ifa,  xliv.  3.     /  will 
pour  water  upon  bim  that  is  thirjiy^   and  floods  upon  tb^ 
dry  ground. — Alfo,  this  accefs  to  God  within  the  vail, 
is  fometimes  experienced  in  fweet  communion  and  FcU 
lowfhip  with  God ;  Tridy  our  fellowjhip  is  witb  the  Faw 
ther^  and  with  bis  Son  j^/us  Chri/i*    This  communion 
with  God  is  a  myftery,  fweet  indeed  to  them  that  have 
it,  and  furpailing  all  the  delights  of  fenfe  and  reafbn  | 
but  to  them  that  have  it  not,  it  is  incredible  and  unin'* 
telligible;   a  ftranger  intermeddles  not  with  this  joy. 
Ye  that  know  not  what  it  is,  although  the  word  be  full 
of  fuitablc  and  favoury  exprefEons  of  it,  yet  it  4s  a  riddle 
and  dark  parable  to  you  j  it  is  only  tafting  of  it  that 
can  declare  its  tranfcendent  fwectnefs.     0  tafle  and  fe§ 
that  God  is  good  /  You  that  know  what  it  is,  though  you 
cannot  exprefs  it,   yet  you  can  relifti  and  underftand 
fome  found  w^ords  about  it.     It  may  be,   you  fce^  it 
fometimcs  in  the  fecret  retirements  of  the  houfe,  fome* 
times  in  the  fields,  or  under  a  bufh,  as  Nathanael  un* 
der  the  fig-tree ;  but  what  you  felt,   you  cannot  make 
the  world  underftand :  only  when  the  Lord  direSs  the 
minifter  to  fpeak  fomewhat  fuitably  to  it,  then  you  are 
ready  to  think,  O  it  is  juft  like  the  thing  I  felt  at  fuch  ^ 
time  and  fuch  a  place ;  that  which  the  minifter  is  faying 
from  God's  word,  hath  a  fweet  found  of  that  which  I 
got  yonder,   when  none  in  all  the  world  heard  me  or 
few  me :  But  (Natlianacl)  when  thou  wafl  under  thefig^ 
tree  If  aw  thee^  fays  Chrift :  I  heard  you  groning  to  me  } 
I  faw  you  wreftling  with  me  ;    I  put  your  tears  in  my  ■ 
bottle,  and  poured  in  my  comforts  into  your  foul.     O, 

know" 
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know  vou  what  it  is  to  be  brought  near  to  him,  and  to 
have  tne  clouds  and  vails  that  arc  on  your  hearts,  or 
on  your  faces,  fcattercd,  and  the  light  of  his  countenance 
lifted  up  upon  you  ?  Have  you  not  been  fomctimes  pn 
the  mount,  fo  as  to  think,  0  how  good  is  it  to  be  ben  f 
Have  you  not  known  what  the  warm  and  healing  beams 
of  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  upon  you  are  ?  Have  you 
not  tailed  that  in  his  company  that  hath  made  all  the 
wells  of  worldly  comfort,  like  puddle  water,  loathfomc 
and  unfavoury  to  you ;  yea,  that  hath  made  you  gronc 
in  this  tabernacle,  and  long  to  be  at  that  complete  and 
uninterrupted  communion  above,  whereof  all  you  tail- 
ed on  earth  is  but  a  fmall  earnefl  ? — However,  the  vail 
was  rent,  that  you  might  enter  within  the  vail  into  the 
holieft,  to  a  begun  heaven  even  in  time.  Grace  being 
the  fame  fpccifically  with  glory  j  there  is  but  a  gradual 
difference :  and  therefore  the  believer,  even  on  earth, 
is  liaid  to  be  come  to  mount  Zion,  the  city  of  the  living  GoJy 
the  heavenly  Jerufalem^  to  the  innumerable  company  of  an- 
gelsy  to  the  general  afembly  and  church  af  the  jirjt-born 
thai  are  written  in  heaven^  to  God  the  judge  of  alU  and 
to  the  J^irits  of  juji  men  made  perfeS^  Hcb.  xii.  22,23. 
Why,  when  docs  the  believer  come  to  all  this  ?  Even 
when  he  comes  by  faith  to  Jefus  the  Mediator  of  the  neif; 
covenant  J  and  to  the  blood  offprinkling,  then  he  is  com^ 
to  heaven  itfelf,  the  true  holy  of  holies  inchoatively,  or 
by  a  begun  entrance.     But, 

(2.)  rhere  is  a  confummative  entrance  into  the  holieji^ 
that  the  believer  fhalf  have,  as  a  fruit  of  the  rending  of 
the  vail,  and  that  is  when  he  comes  to  the  heaven  above, 
to  the  higher  houfe,  whither  the  Forerunner  is  for  us  en*- 
teredj  having  rent  the  vail,  which  was  remt,  that  we 
might  have  accefs  to  God  in  glory  as  well  as  in  grace^ 
and  then  the  believer  will  not  be  half  in,  as  it  were,  but 
completely  within  the  vail ;  for  then  will  his  communion 
with  God  be  completed,  then  his  knowledge  of  God, 
his  love  to  God,  his  delight  in  God,  his  vifion  of  God'5 
glory,  his  conformity  to  God's  image,  will  all  be  com- 
plete ;  for  that  which  is  in  part  Jhall  be  done  away^  arid 
that  which  is  perfect  Jhall  coine^  i  Cor.  xiii.  10.  O  what 
a  fwcct  exchange  will  that  be,  when  faith  will  fay  to  vi- 
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fion,  I  give  place  to  you ;  when  hope  will  (ay  to  fruiti- 
on, I  give  place  to  you ;  when  grace  will  fey  to  glory, 
I  give  place  to  you ;  when  partial  communion  will  fey 
to  perfedion,  I  give  place  to  you ;  when  (hort  paffing 
blinks  will  fey  to  uninterrupted  everlafting  joys,  I  give 
place  to  you !  Little  wonder  then,  believers  long  to  be 
wholly  within  the  vail ;  (but  I  infift  not  on  it)  for  then 
indeed  he  fully  enters  into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of 
Jefus. 

Thus  you  fee  the  two  great  ends  for  which  the  vail 
was  rent,  namely,  that  way  might  be  made  for  Chrift's 
entering  into  the  holy  of  holies,  and  fo  for  our  enter- 
ing in  alfo  through  him,  and  after  him.  But  I  come 
now  to 

V.  Hhtjifth  thing,  viz.  the  Application.  Is  it  fo,  that 
Chrift  hath  by  his  death  rent  the  vail  that  interpofed  be- 
twixt God  and  us,  and  obftrufted  our  accefs  to  him  ? 
Then,  Jirji  for  information :  hence  we  may  fee, 

I.  What  2Lfullf€q/i  of  love  we  have  to  feed  upon  on 
a  communionniay,  namely,  the  love  of  Chrift,  not  on- 
ly in  dying,  but  in  rending  the  vail,  that  he  might  en- 
ter into  the  holieft  for  us.  Tlie  apoftle  fays,  that  Chriji 
loved  us  ;  and  how  does  he  prove  it  ?  Eph.  v.  2.  Hegav^ 
bimfelffor  us^  an  offering  and  afacrifice  to  God  for  afiueet'- 
fmelling  favour :  this  favoury  and  fweet-fmelling  facrifice, 
was  the  offering  of  incenfe ;  and  where  was  the  incehfe 
offered  under  the  law  ?  why,  it  was  offered  within  the 
vail.  God  tells  Mofes,  that  Aaron  fhould  take  hi$ 
handful  of  fweet  incenfe  beaten  fmall,  and  bring  it  with- 
in the  vail.  Lev.  xvi.  12.  Now,  Chrift  having  given 
himfelf  an  offering  and  facrifice  to  God  without  the 
camp  in  this  world,  he  rends  the  vail,  and  goes  to 
heaven,  and  offers  himfelf  as  incenfe  within  the  vail. 
Perhaps  you  have  feen  and  thought  upon  the  love  of 
Chrift,  in  his  dying  upon  the  crofs,  in  his  making  him- 
felf a  facrifice ;  but,  O  fee  his  love  alfo  in  his  incenfe 
within  the  vail.  We  feed  too  fparingly  upon  Chrift  ; 
and  therefore  our  faith  is  weak :  we  eat,  for  the  moft 
part,  but  of  one  difli,  Chrift, 'as  the jpafchal  Lamb  flain 
on  the  croky  but  we  ftiould  learn  to  feed  upon  Chrift  as 
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a  Prieft  gone  in  within  the  vail :  ourlfeith  fhould  no^ 
tarry  on  the  crofs,  but  we  ftiould  carry  it  further,  even 
after  Chrift,  within  the  vail,  into  heaven  itfclf.  .  Our 
faith  fhould  flee  for  refuge,  to  lay  hold  upon  all  the  hope 
that  is  fet  before  us  :  the  anchor  of  our  foul  will  not  be 
fo  fure  and  flcdfaft,  as  it  might  be,  except  it  enter  with- 
in the  vail,  Heb.  vi.  1 9*  As  the  apoftle  fays  of  patience. 
Let  it  have  its  perfed  ivork,  fo  we  fay  of  faith,  let  it 
have  its  perfed  work ;  let  us  follow  Chrifl  within  the 
vail,  and  view  him,  not  only  ftiedding  his  blood,  but 
entering  into  the  holy  of  holies  "within  the  vail,  and 
fprinkling  his  blood  upon  the  mercy-feat  and  before  it. 
Lev.  xvi.  1 5.  The  priefts  under  the  law  fprinkled  the 
mercy-feat,  which  was  within  the  vail,  all  over,  and 
when  Chrift  went  to  heaven  within  the  vail,  he  did  that 
in  fubftance,  which  the  priefls  did  in  ceremony,  in  or- 
der to  make  a  full  atonement :  and  when  faith  is  afted 
upon  all  this,  then  the  believer  is  faid  to  be  come  to 
the  blood  of  fprinkling ;  and  we  aO:  not  our  faith  far  e- 
nough,  when  we  ad  it  no  further  than  the  death  of 
Chrifl ;  for  the  atonement  was  not  actually  perfefted, 
though  it  was  made  fundamentally  on  the  crofs,  yet 
not  formally,  till  upon  the  rending  of  the  vail,  our 
High-Prieft  entered  into  the  holy  place,  and  fprinkled 
the  mercy-feat  with  his  blood  ;  by  which  ad  mercy  and 
juflice  are  adually  met,  and  kifs  each  other. 

2.  If  the  vail  of  the  temple  be  rent,  hence  we  may 
fee  the  giory  of  the  New-Tejiament  difpenfation^  beyond 
that  of  the  Old ;  the  vail  of  the  covering  is  rent,  the 
darknefs  of  that  difpenfation  removed  by  the  death  of 
Chrift,  and  Old-Teftament  myfteries  unvailed ;  fo  that 
now,  he  that  runs  may  read  the  meaning  of  them. 
Now  we  fee  clearly,  that  the  mercy-feat  fignified  Chrift, 
the  great  propitiation  ;  the  pot  of  manna  fignified  Chrift, 
the  bread  of  life.  Now  we  all  with  open  face  beholding 
the  glory  of  the  Lord,  as  in  a  glafs,  which  helps  the 
fight  as  the  vail  hindered  it ;  and  that  the  vail  of  the 
temple  was  rent,  it  may  give  us  ground  further  to  ex- 
pert, that  the  vail  fhall  be  taken  av/ay  from  the  hearts 
of  the  Jews ;  for  even  to  this  day^  when  Mofcs  is  reads 
the  vail  is  upon  iheir  hearts  \   nevertkelefs  zvhen  :t   QjaU 

Vol,  L  Q  "'turn 
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turn  to  the  Lord^  ihevatljhallbe  taken  away^  %  Cot.  fii.  15. 
3.  If  by  the  death  of  Chrift  the  vail  be  rent,  that  in- 
tcrpofed  betwixt  God  and  us,  hence  wc  may  fee  what 
is  die  nvoj  to  heaven^  and  what  accefs  we  have  this  war  ; 
why.  We  have  boldnefs  to  come  to  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of 
Jejus^  by  that  new  and  living  way^  that  he  hath  confe-^ 
crated  through  the  vail.     We  may  come  boldly  to  th^ 
throne  of  grace,  for  the  vail  is  rent ;  by  the  blood  of 
Jefus,  the  way  is  open.     How  (hall  the  tmholieft  of  fin- 
ncrs  venture  to  come  into  the  holieft  of  all,  or  to'  God's- 
pfefence?  Yea,  fays  the  Holy  Ghoft,  by  the  blood  of  Je- 
fus^  by  the  rent  vail.     There  are  many  miftafces  acbout 
the  way  to  the  holy  place ;  it  is  a  dreadml  thiftg  to  thklk, 
that  many  who  have  heard  the  gofpel,  it  may  be,  ten, 
twenty,  thirty  years,   if  they  be  alked  of  the  way  to 
heaven,  they  will  fay,  why,  if  we  do  juftly,  lite  hoiieft- 
ly  and  civily,  and  do  as  we  would  be  done  to,  tifre  fliall 
furely  be  faved.     But  I  tell  you,   you  fhall  furcly  be 
damned,  if  no  more  be  done.     O  fad,  that  after  all  the 
light  that  hath  fhined  about  the  way  of  falvatiotl  by  the 
flain  Son  of  God,  that  civility  that  is  to*  be  found  among 
heathens,  is  all  the  title  that  a  great  many  have  to  eter- 
nal life.     Others,  they  hope  to  get  to  heaven  by  a  bet- 
ter righteoufnefs,  but  it  is  a  righteoufnefs  of  their  own ; 
they  fay  they  will  do  as  well  as  they  can ;    thcfy  muft 
read,  and  pray,   and  hear,  and  the  like,  and  to  they 
find  out  a  way  to  heaven  for  themfelves :  fotftc  dkntiot 
endure  to  hear  any  thing  fpoken  againft  felf-rightcouf- 
nefs,  as  if  no  pcrfon  were  in  danger  to  be  ruined  by  it ; 
whereas  this  16  a  great  part  of  the  ftrong  man's  armour, 
whereby  he  keeps  poffeffion  of  fouls.  I  tell  you^  Sinj 
your  falfe  righteoufnefs,    is  fo  far  from  being  the  waj 
to  heaven,    that  true  holinefs  itfelf  is  but  the  bnfmcfe 
that  people  have  to  do  who  are  in  the  way ;  there  w91 
never  be  another  way  to  heaven  but  Chrift :  hoKncfe  \f^ 
the  walk,  Chrift  is  the  way  in  which  we  walk.  Col.  ii.  6. 
As  ye  have  received  Chri/i  Jefus  the  Lord^fo  walk  ye  in  him* 
I  am  the  way^  no  man  comes  to  the  Father ^  but  by  me.  This  is-' 
the  new  and  living  way,  confecrated  thro'  the  vail.  The  vail 
of  the  temple  is  rent,  and  the  way  to  the  holieft  lies  thro^ 
the  rent  vaiJ.     Every  pcTfon  tKixikk^,  xV-aX  \^  vet^  hard 
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[^t  to  heaven,  aad  tUat  it  will  coft  a  great  deal  of 
^p  and  pams,  and  ftruggling :  but,  fays  one,  here 
iCfflifchief  of  it^  people  do  not  know,  that  it  is 
I  to  know  the  way  to  heaven,  and  that  flefli  and 
kd  cannot  reveal  it,  till  God  himfelf  fend  in  a  beam 
ight  upon  the  hearty  and  give  the  Spirit  of  wifdoiu 
revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  ChrUl,  who  is  the 
J  having  by  his  death  rent  the  vail.  O  this  way  is 
I  Jknown,  and  yet  we  affure  you,  that  there  is  free 
is  for  you  all  this  way ;  and  nothing  to' hinder  your 
dfe  to  God  and  heaven  this  way,  if  it  be  not  your 
ignorant  unhelieying  heart;  nothing  to  hinder  your 
ring  into  the  holieft,  for  the  vail  is  rent,  the  law  is 
ILeOf  juitice  is  iktisfied,  holinefs  vindicated,  fin  is 
jatcd.  Will  you  go  to  heaven  this  way,  man,  wo. 
.  ?  for  the  door  is  x)pen  for  you,  the  vail  is  rent  for 
;  ,fa  you  is  the  word  of  this  favation  ferii :  to  you,  man, 
Wi,  young  or  old;  whofoever  hears  me,  to  you  is 
W^y  to  the  hoUeft  nude  patent :  and  whofoever  will^ 
m  €ome  and  enter  in  ;  and  him  ihat  cometh  he  will  in 
fife  cap  out.  What  in  all  the  world  is  to  hinder  you 
1  coming  in  ?  The  law,  however  holy,  needs  not 
Icr  you,  here  is.  a  righteoufnefs ;  juftice,  however 
J,  needs  not  hinder  you,  here  is  a  fatisfadion; 
r  fins,  however  great,  need  not  hinder  you,  here  is 
:rifice  :  all  thefe  vails  are  rent,  what  fliould  hinder? 
there  any  other  vails  to  be  rent  ?  O,  fay  you,  the 
of  darknefs,  ignorance,  enmity,  and  unbelief  that 
pon  my  heart.  Well,  let  me  tell  you,  that  needs, 
hinder  you  neither  to  come  to  Chrift,  and  employ 
to  rena  thefe  vails  on  your  part ;  that  is  but  littlie 
\i\XfX  to  do,  who  cQuld  rend  fuch  great  vails  as  were 
Jod's  part.  O  Sirs,  he  is  good  at  rending  vails ;  give 
work,  and  the  work  is  done.  Did  he  not  rend  a 
iter  vail,  when  he  fatisfied  infinite  juftice,  and  llopt  up 
flood-gates  of  divine  wrath  ?  and  if  he  hath  done 
greater,  O  will  you  not  employ  him  to  do  the  Icfs  ? 
y,  fay  you,  if  I  knew  that  he  rent  that  gre^t  vail 
cne,  I  would  not  fear,  but  he  would  rend  the  leiTer : 
,  man,  the  vail  was  rent  for  finners,  and  why  not 
you  ?  Chrijl  cam  to  fave  finners.  Bui  fciN  nou^  "i^ 
(^2  ^tSl 
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ihall  not  be  faved  and  Brought  within  the  vail,  and  per- 
haps not  1.  We  anfwer.  Some  fhall  be  faved,  and  why 
not  you  ?  wherefore  are  not  all  that  hear  this  gofpel  fav- 
ed, but  becaufe  they  will  not  give  employment  to  Chrift 
to  fave  them  ?  Through  unbelief  they  think  he  meant 
ho  favour  towards  them,  when  he  rent  the  Vail,  and  fo 
ftand  aloft  from  him,  faying.  It  was  not  for  me ;  but  I 
licclare  in  his  name,  it  was  for  you,  man ;  for  you, 
woman ;  vehoever  will  have  the  benefit  of  it.  The  gof- 
pel notifies  in  general,  that  the  vail  is  rent  for  you  all, 
fo  far  a^  th?it  God  calls  and  commands  you  all  to  come 
in  to  the  holieft  by  this  way,  this  new  and  living  way 
confecrated  through  the  vail^  and  if  you  do  not,  you 
Ihall  be  damned  for  your  negleft  of  it.  But  as  for  your 
particular  perfonal  knowledge  of  your  adual  intereft  in 
the  benefit  of  this  rent  vail,  it  is  impoffible  for  you  to 
have  it,  till  you  com^  to  Chrift  and  fue  for  it :  there- 
fore, let  nothing  hinder  you  to  enter,  fince  the  vail  i$ 
rent,  and  the  way  patent :  you  have  nothing  to  do  your^ 
felf,  for  you  cannot  rend  any  vail ;  all  that  you  have  to 
do,  is  to  confent  that  Chrift  mould  rend  all  vails  betwixt 
God  and  you ;  for  he  will  be  a  complete  Saviour ;  he 
will  not  leave  a  rag  of  the  vail  for  you  to  rend,  but  with 
his  own  hand  will  rend  all  in  twain  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom.  O  fay,  Ame7i  to  it,  that  he  may  get  all  the 
V-'ork,  and  all  the  praife, 

Uje  fecondy  for  examinaiion.  Try  what  interefi  you 
have  in  this  privilege  :  if  the  vail  be  aftually  rent  from 
the  top  to  the  bottom,  with  refpeft  to  you  ;  try  whe- 
ther or  not  you  have  gone  in  within  the  rent  vail  of  the 
temple,  to  the  holy  of  holies^  The  vail  was  rent  funda- 
mentally, when  Chrift  gave  up  the  ghoft ;  it  was  rent 
formally,  when  h?  entered  into  the  holieft.  The  vail  is 
vent  objeftively,  in  the  preaching  of  this  gofpel ;  and 
now  the  queftion  is,  if  the  vail  be  rent  fubjeftively,  and 
fo  as  you  have  the  aftual  faving  benefit  of  it  in  your 
own  perfon.  It  is  not  enough  that  the  vail  is  rent  doc- 
trinally  for  you,  fo  as  you  have  liberty  to  go  into  the 
holy  place,  but  whether  is  the  vail  rent  effeftually  to 
you,  and  in  you,  fo  as  you  have  ftept  in  to  the  holieft 
l>y  th^  r^fit  vail  ?  Ap4a 
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1.  If  you  be  a  believer  indeed,  in  whom  the  vail  is 
fevingly  rent,  then  you  have  got  a  humbling  Jight  and 
fenfe  of  the  vail  that  interpofed  betwixt  God  and  you, 
and  have  feen  yourfelf  to  be  without  the  vail.  Did  you 
ever  fee  fuch  a  vail  of  wrath  on  God's  part,  and  fuch  a 
vail  of  guilt  on  your  part  ?  fuch  a  vail  of  a  broken  law, 
incenfcd  jufticc,  and  injured  holinefs  on  the  one  hand; 
and  fuch  a  vail  of  fin,  darknefs,  unbeUef,  and  enmity 
on  the  other  hand,  as  hath  made  you  to  defpair  that  c- 
ver  the  vail  would  be  rent  by  you,  or  any  creature  in 
heaven  or  earth,  and  made  you  to  fee  yourfelf  loft  and 
undone,  crying  out.  Men  and  brethren^  ivhatjhall  I  do 
tobefaved?  Did  you  never  fee  your  fad  ftate,  as  hav- 
ing a  black  vail  ftanding  up  betwixt  God  and  you  ? 
The  cxcrcife  of  perfons  about  religion  is  fufpicious,  if 
they  never  faw  the  vail.  Some  will  fay,  O  I  have  feen 
many  evils  about  me,  and  I  have  an  evil  heart,  and  an 
evil  frame  of  heart :  but  I  alk,  man,  did  you  never  fee 
yourfelf  to  be  in  an  evil  ftate,  in  a  ftate  of  diftance  from 
God ;  in  a  ftate  of  feparation  from  God,  by  reafon  of 
the  vail  that  was  betwixt  him  and  you  ?  The  effeftual 
rending  of  the  vail  begins  here,  namely,  at  a  humbling 
fight  of  the  feparating  vail ;  the  man  fees  himfelf  with- 
out the  vail,  and  fo  within  the  flood  mark  of  God's 
wrath. 

2.  If  the  vail  be  efFeftually  rent  in  you,  then  you 
have  feen  the  glory  of  him  that  rent  the  vail,  and  the 
glory  of  God  through  the  rent  vail ;  fomething  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  Chrift.  The  apoftle  tells  us,  Heb.  x. 
19,  %o.  That  Chrijl'sjlejh^  that  is,  his  human  nature, 
is  the  vail  for  us  to  enter  by  to  the  holy  of  holies ;  that 
is,  heaven  or  God's  prefence,  God's  face :  fo  that  in  his 
flefli,  or  human  nature  of  Chrift,  we  may  fee  the  very 
face,  the  very  brightnefs  of  the  glory  of  God  as  in  a 
mirrour.  Now,  if  the  vail  be  rent  in  you,  and  the  face 
of  the  covering  removed,  then  you  have  feen  the  glory 
of  God  in  Chrift;  you  have  feen  God's  law  fulfilled  by 
him,  God's  juftice  fatisfied  in  him,  God's  holinefs  vin- 
dicated by  him,  and  fo  God's  righteoufnefs  declared  in 
the  way  of  faving  finners  through  him,  as  the  propitia- 
tion in  bloods  Have  jou  feen  his  glory  as  l\ve  onlj  ica^j 
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to  heaven,  as  6od's  way  to  you,  and  your  f^s^v^  to  God, 
as  the  ftender  of  the  yaii  joq  God's  pak  w^  oq  voui-s ; 
the  ^ory  of  bis  death  in  the  v^e  imd  virtue  ojr  it ; .  ip 
the  value  of  it,  for  rending  of  thi^  vails  tbait  hi»derc4 
God^«  acccfs  to  you ;  and  in  the  virtue  of  it^  for  reading 
^the  vail  within  you  that  hindered  your  accefs  to  God  r 
Have  you  £dt  fomething  of  this  virtue  in  rending  the 
9Fail  of  darioiefs  arul  ignoranoc  that -was  upon  your  under- 
ftafiding,  and  feining  in  upon  you  with  the  light  of  life  ? 
The  effisftual  rending  of  the  vaid  makes  a  «w3i  fee  (qidc 
^lory  that  is  wifhin  die  vail;  have  you  feen  Gpd's  glo- 
ry then  through  the  rent  vail,  and  that  God's  glprious 
attributes  arc  all  gbrified  to  the  higheft  ii>  diis  way  ? 

3,  If  the  vafl  be  cffcftually  rent,  then  ypu  have  caft 
ibe  anchor  efyaur  hope  wiimn  the  ^jw//,  Heb.  vi.  i§,  ig. 
After  your  foul,  like  a  weary  vcffel  toffcd  upon  thie 
waves  of  conviAions,  fears,  terrors,  could  find  no  reft, 
©od  hath  brought  you  at  laft  into  this  haven  of  reft,  tp 
eaft  anchor  withittthe  vail ;  you  have  fled  for  refuge  tc 
the  Intpefet  before  you;  which  hope  you  have  0s  your  an^ 
ihor^  fure  andjiedfafi^  entering  into  that  within  the  "vall^ 
Kphiiher  the  Fcnsrunner  hath  entered.  Whither  have  you 
icd  for  refuge,  when  the  law  and  juftice  of  God  was 
fMirfuing  you  for  your  debt,  when  they  were  ready  to 
condemn  you  to  hell  prifon  ?  was  you  then  made  to  flee 
for  refuge  to  the  Surety  that  God  fet  before  ypu,  for 
paying  of  your  debt,  and  to  fay,  Lord,  take  bail  of  thy 
own  Son  for  me  ?  I  defpair  of  ever  anfwering  fuch  $, 
charge  as  juftice  and  the  law  hath  againft  me ;  but,  O 
look  for  a  difcharge  in  the  blood  and  righteou&efs  of 
Jefus  ;  and  let  that  anfwer  the  charge,  WhenChrift  eu" 
tered  into  the  holieft  with  his  blood  within  the  vail,  hf 
l^rinkled  the  mercy-feat,  and  when  the  foul  takes  hold 
of  this  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  as  the  ground 
of  his  acquittance  from  the  charge  of  juftice,  th^n  he 
tafls  anckoz  within  the  'vaiL 

4.  If  the  vail  be  cfFe&uaUy  rent  for  you,  then  furely 

you  cannot  but  have  zfuperlative  love  for  that  glorious 

High-prieft,  who,  by  his  death,  rent  the  vail,  and  went 

into  the  holieft  for  you.     O  can  you  fay  with  Paul,  He 

Jhvedme  and  gave  himfe^f^r  rwc  ?  Or^  can  you  fay  with 


Sbrm.il  cf /i&r  Temp  tE.  127 

Fctcf ,  ^Tbtm  that  knwvejl  all  things^  knowejl  flat  I  hv^ 
thee?  Surely,  they  that  love  lum  not,  lOiow  notbiflg 
yet  fevingly  about  the  rendirtg  of  the  vail.    It  may  be, 
feme  love  him,  and  dare  not  fo  confidently  fay  it  as  Pe- 
ter did;  but  if  yoni  ean  fay  Anien  to  two  texts  of  fcrip- 
tiirc  j  we  may  warrant  yott  that  you  lore  him  indeed. 
The  one  is  a  fed  text.  If  any  man  l&ve  not  the  Lord  Je^ 
fus  Chrijlj  let  him  be  anathema  maranaiha^  i  Cor.  xvi. 
1^.    The  true  lover  of  Chrift  can  fsly.  Amen  ;  let  them, 
be  even  eurfed  that  do  not  love  him,  and  fliall  not  love 
him.  They  that  can  fay  Amen  to  that  now,  they  Ihall 
fft  at  Ghrift's  right  hand  at  the  great  day,  and  fay  Amen 
to  the  fcntencfe  of  the  great  Judge,  Depart  from  me^  ye 
eurfed.  The  other  is  a  fweet  tc^t,  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that 
wasflain  to  receive  power ^  and  riches^  and  wifdom^  and 
flrenph^  and  honour^  and  glory  ^  andblejftng^  Rev.  v.  12. 
The  true  lover  of  Chrift  can  fay.  Amen  ;  worthy,  wor- 
thy, worthy  is  the  Lamb  to  receive  all  praifes,  of  all  the 
fedcemed,  to  all  eternity*   They  that  can  fct  the  Amen 
of  faith  to  this  now,  they  have  begun  to  join  with  the 
triumphant  company  already  within  the  vail ;  and  they 
fiiaH  join  with  them  for  ever  hereafter,  faying,  Salvati^ 
on  to  our  God  that  fits  upon  the  throne^  and  fo  the  Lamb 
for  ei)ej^  and  ever.  Indeed,  if  you  love  Chrift  at  all,  you 
fovc  him  with  a  fuperlative  love ;  above  huft^and,  wife, 
children,  lands,  houfes,  goods,  and  worldly  comforts. 
You  do  not  love  him  at  all,  if  you  do  not  love  him  a- 
bove  all ;  and  if  you  love  him  at  all,  the  vail  is  rent, 
and  you  have  got  into  the  holieft  in  part ;  and  if  you 
will  have  patience,  yet  a  little  while  and  you  fliall  ^t 
in  fully.     It  is  impoflible  that  a  man  that  truly  loveS 
Chrift  fliould  ever  go  to  hell. 

5.  If  the  vail  be  effeftually  rent,  then  all  the  vails 
on  your  part  that  continue  to  feparate  betwixt  God  and 
you,  are  matter  of  fad  regret  to  you ;  the  vail  of  in- 
,_  dwelling-fin  and  corruption,  the  vail  of  darknefs  and 
ignorance,  the  vail  of  remaining  enmity,  the  vail  of 
unbelief,  thefe  vails  are  all  whole  and  intire  in  the  un- 
regenerate ;  and  though  in  believers  thefe  vails  be  rent, 
yet  they  are  not  removed ;  regenerating  gr^ee  Vv^iXXv  ^v 
vcn  them  a  rent  that  {hall  never  be  (lieweA  wj  ot  Ve.^^ 
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ag^ ;  but  yet,  alas !  they  are  remaining  vails  within 
the  believer,  while  here  j  though  they  be  rent,  yet  they 
hang  there,  and  many  times  fadly  feparate  betwixt  God 
and  him ;  and  hence  he  cries,  0  wretched  man  that  I 
am  !  whojhall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  !  O 
to  be  above  corruption !  O  to  be  within  the  vail !  that 
I  may  fee  him  as  he  is^  and  be  like  unto  him.  O !  when 
fhall  all  vails  be  removed  ?  when  Jhall  the  day  breaks 
and  the  Jhadows  fly  away  f  O!  when  fhall  the  curtain 
be  taken  down  ?  Chrift  ftands  behind  the  curtain,  and 
does  not  manifeft  himfelf.  Hath  he  been  a  vailed  Chrift 
at  this  communion  ?  Then  I  am  fure,  believer,  your 
Jieart  will  be  faying,  O  that  the  curtain  were  drawn ! 
O  that  the  vail  were  rent  into  ten  thouland  pieces ! 

6.  If  the  vail  be  efFeftually  rent,  then  your  heart  will 
be  ejffedually  rent  alfo ;  when  the  vail  is  rent,  the  heart 
is  rent :  and  there  is  fomething  it  is  rent  for,  and  fome- 
thing  it  is  rent  from. 

(i.)  Something  it  is  tent  for :  it  is  rent  for  fin.  Iji- 
deed  the  fight  of  the  rent  vail,  or  of  God  reconciled 
by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  will  rend  the  heart  for  fin'.more 
than  all  the  thunders  of  Sinai,  or  flames  of  hell  j 
^hey  Jhall  look  on  him  whom  they  have  pierced^  and  mourn* 
When  a  man  reads  his  fins,  as  they  are  written  upon 
the  crofs  of  Chrift,  with  the  red  ink  of  his  fin-pardoning 
blood,  O  then  he  reads  them  over  with  tears  of  joy,  and 
his  heart  is  kindly  rent  for  fin ;  then  he  cries.  Behold  I 

am  vikj, When  the  vail  is  rent,  the  heart  is  rent,  not 

only  for  his  own  fins,  but  for  the  fins  of  others ;  Rivers 
(f  tears  run  down  mine  eyes,  becaufe  of  the  wicked  that 
break  thy  law.  I  beheld  tranfgreffors^  and  was  grieved. 
They  that  can  fee  God  diftronoured,  and  hear  men  curfe 
and  fwear,  and  blafpheme  the  holy  name  of  God,  and 
yet  never  be  troubled  about  it,  furely  the  vail  remains 
upon  their  heart,  otherwife  their  hearts  would  rend  for 
the  fin&  of  others,  and  of  the  generation  :  Set  a  mark 
upon  the  foreheads  of  them  that  figh  and  cry,  for  all  the  abo- 

mi  nations  that  are  don^  in  the  midfl  thereof. -Again, 

when  the  vail  is  rent^  the  heart  is  rent  for  the  Lord's 

anger  and  abfence :  nothing  fears  them  more  than  the 

Lord's  ^ger}    0  rebuk)  me  not  in  thy  wrath^  neither 

cba)Un 
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chafien  me  in  thy  hot  difpleafure.  Nothing  afFefts  thenv 
more  than  the  Lord's  abfence ;  for  thefe  things  they 
weep:  Mine  eyes^  mine  eyes  run  down  with  waters^ 
becaufe  the  Comforter  that  Jhould  relieve  my  foul  is  far 
from  me.  O  the  little  Iftmcntation  after  an  abfent  God, 
an  angry  God  at  his  day ! — Again,  when  the  vail  is 
rent^  the  heart  is  rent  for  the  calamities  of  the  church, 
Jer-  ix.  I.  0  that  my  head  were  waters^  and  mine  eyes  u 
fountain  of  tears ^  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night  for  the 
flain  of  the  daughters  of  my  people.  The  miferies  of  the 
church,  and  the  fins  that  bring  them  on,  are  heart- 
rending things  to  the  people  of  God ;  and  particularly, 
their  hearts  are  rent  for  the  rents  of  the  church ;  For 
the  divijions  of  Reuben  there  were  great  thoughts  of  heart. 
For  my  own  part,  I  am  but  a  perfon  of  little  experience 
in  the  world,  and  therefore  I  defirc  to  be  modeft  at  this 
junfture,  about  xht  prefent  rent  among  us  ^.  It  is  plain 
enough  that  the  anger  of  the  Lord  hath  divided  us^  and 
rent  us  m  twain,  like  the  vail  of  the  temple^  from  the  top 
to  the  bottom.  God  is  angry  becaufe  we  have  finned. 
Surely,  if  we  had  been  more  valiant  for  the  truth,  and 
zealous  for  a  covenanted  work  of  reformation,  when 
we  had  fair  opportunities  for  it,  our  rent  had  not  come 
to  fuch  a  height.  But  yet,  though  I  cannot  juftify  the 
ignorant  zeal  of  many  profeflbrs,  whofe  hearts  are  rent 
from  minifters,  and  they  know  not  for  what ;  they  can 
give  no  reafonable  account  of  their  feparating-courfes  ; 
yet,  I  hope,  there  is  a  ferious  remnant,  whofe  hearts 
are  duly  rent  for  the  rents  of  the  church,  and  the  fin- 
ful  caufes  thereof:  and,  I  hope,  the  Lord  will  help  fuch 
to  be  regular  in  the  way  of  their  diflenting,  from  what- 
ever they  reckon,  upon  folid  grounds,  to  be  the  defec- 
tion of  the  day  they  live  in.  But  that  I  may  not  digrefs 
too  far,  I  am  telling  yoif,  that  if  the  vail  be  effeftually 
rent  with  you,  then  there  are  fome  things  your  heart  is 
rent  for,  namely,  for  your  own  fins,  the  fins  of  others, 

*  About  this  time  the  fecond  form  of  the  Ahjurathn  Oath  was 
impofed,  which  occaiioned  difFerent  fentiments  both  among  mi- 
nifters and  people:  and  the  matter  was  carried  fo  high  by  fome, 
as  almoft  to  make  it  a  term  of  communion.  It  is  probably  this  that 
the  author  hath  in  his  eye» 

\\OL.  I.  R  \\\^ 
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Ihe  fins  of  the  land,  the  fins  of  the  church,  the  cdami- 
tics  of  the  church,  the  rents  of  the  church.  The  Lord's 
anger  with  her,  and  abfehce  from  her,  may  indeed 
Thake  you  weep  when  you  tetnember  Zion,  and  hang 
your  harps  upon  the  willow  trees,  while  we  arc  gone  fo 
far  into  captivity,  and  thd  glory  is  fo  far  departed.  In  a 
word,  if  the  vail  be  rent  with  you,  your  heart  will  be  rent 
habitually  for  all  thefe  thmgs,  as  alfo  for  all  your  heart 
plagues.  Your  heart  will  be  fo  rent  for  your  atheifm, 
ignorance,  enmity,  carnality,  hypocrify,  roving,  wan<- 
derings,  worldlinefs,  and  fuch  like,  that  you  will  be 
ready  to  fay  as  Rebecca  faid  to  Ifaac,  in  another  cafe,  / 
am  weary  of  my  life^  becaufe  of  the  daughters  cfHeth. 

(2.)  If  the  vail  be  effedtuxlly  rent^  then,  as  there  are  fotne 
things  your  heart  wll  be  rent/or,  fo  there  ane  fometiiiings 
your  hearts  will  be  tent  from.  Why,  your  hesflts  ti^iH  be  rent 
ivomjin  as  well  as  rent  for  fin ;  your  heart  "v^l  lay  with  E- 
phraim,  What  have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idah  ?  what  have  I 
to  do  any  itiore  with  lufts  ?  All  that  exped  to  get  in  to  the 
holy  of  holies  in  the  heavenly 'temple,  are  ftudents  of  holi- 
nefs  and  purity :  He  that  hath  this  hope  purtfieth  himfetfe^ 
Ajen  as  he  is  pure.  Chrift  having  rent  the  vail,  entered  into 
the  holieft  with  blood; -and  bdieyersare  daily  befprink- 
ling  themfelves  with  that  blood,  that  fo  they  may  enter 
in  all  fprinkled  over  with  that  blood  alfo.  Believers  want 
Tiot  finj,  and  it  cleaves  to  them  here ;  but  they  are  fo  far 
from  cleaving  to  it,  that  it  is  the  defire  of  their  foul  to 
'  te  rent  from  it,  and  therefore  their  daily  fins  oblige  them 

to  make  daily  application  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling. 

Again,  if  the  vail  be  effedually  rent^  then  your  heart 
"will  be  rent  from  the  world.  O  but  this  globe  of  earth, 
and  all  the  glory  of  it,  looks  but  like  a  filthy  mote,  a 
piece  of  dung,  to  the  man  who  hath  ^ot  his  heart  with- 
in the  vail.  The  glory  of  God  m'Chrift  darkens  all  creat- 
ed glory.  What  cares  he  for  worldly  plcafures,  who  hath 
Chrift  for  his  delight  ?  What  cares  he  for  worldly  pro- 
fits, who  hath  Chrift  for  his  gain?  What  cares  he  for 
worldly  honour,  who  hath  Chrift  for  his  crown  of  glo- 
ry ?  What  cares  he  for  the  world's  ally  who  hath  Chf  ift 

^y        for  his  all  in  all?  His  heart  is  rent  from  the  world. 

•     ^Agaisi,  wben  the  vail  is  rent^  the  man's  heart  is  rent 
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from  the  hiw:  He  that  is  married  ta  Cbrifi^  is  divorc^a 
from  the  laWj  Rom.  vii.  4,  The  law,  as  ^  covenant  of 
ww?ii,-the  believer  hath  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  does 
not  ome  it  a  cup  qf  cold  water ^  as  one  fays ;  for  Chrift 
hath  perfeflJy  fulfilled  the  condition  of  the  covenant  of 
s/uorks  ;  aijd  therefore,  if  the  law  challenge  him,  he  fends 
it  to  Chrift  for  a  perfefl:  obedience ;  if  the  penalty  chal* 
lenge  him,  he  (ends  it  to  Chrift  for  ^  complete  faf  isfac- 
tion.  He  defires,  with  Paul,  to  be  found  in  Chriji^  and 
would  not  be  found  in  hi?  own  rijghteoufnefs  for  ten 
thoufahd  worlds :  he  fees  fb  much  unholinefs  in  his 
pura  hplin^ ;  fo  miich  unrigbteoufnefs  in  his  own  righte- 
pufnefs  i  fo  much  carnality,  in  all  his  fpirituality ;  fo 
much  earthlinefs,  in  all  his  heavenlinefs ;  fo  much  fm 
in  all  his  duties ;  that  he  is  fure  God  may  damn  him 
for  his  beft  duties  a$  well  as  his  worft  fins :  and  there- 
fore he  bath  no  expectation  from  the  law,  but  is  rent 
from  it,  s^nd  joined  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  faying.  In  the 

J^rdonlf  hme  I  righteoufnefs  andfirengtb In  a  word, 

•when  the  vail  is  effedually  rent^  the  man  is  rent  from 
Self:  it  is  very  hard  indeed  to  rend  a  man  from  him- 
f<?lf ;  felf  ijxfinuates  itfelf  into  all  our  praying,  preaching, 
and  communicating.  However,  the  power  of  felf  is 
lt>rokeD  in  ail  true  believers.  Inftead  of  fclf-eftin>ation 
be  is  brought  to  that,  Behold^  I  am  vile  ;  he  hath  never 
a  good  word  to  fpeak  of  himfelf,  not  a  good  thought  to 
think  of  himfelf;  but  every  time  he  prays,  every  time 
he  communicates,  he  cries  out.  Behold,  I  am  vile.  In* 
ftf  ad  of  felf-juftification,  he  is  brought  to  that,  /  will 
lay  my  hand  upon  my  mouth  ;  I  will  not  anfwer,  I  cannot 
juftify  myfelf,  but  muft  condemn  myfelf,  and  juftify  the 
Lord.  Inftead  of  felf-love,  he  is  broujfht  to  that,  /  ab- 
hor  myfelf,  and  repent  in  dufi,  and  ajhes :  Self-lothing  and 
abhorrence  takes  place.  Inftead  of  felf-will,  he  is  brought 
to  that,  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  Inftead  of 
felf-eafe  and  carnal  fecurity,  he  is  brought  to  that,  0 
%vhatfhall  I  do  to  befavedf  And  after  the  firft  exercife 
about  falvation  hath  landed  in  converfion,  he  is  always 
exercifing  himfelf  to  godlinefe,  and  giving  employment 
to  Chrift  to  carry  on  and  complete  his  falvation,  and 
reftlefs  tiU  hlvation  be  compleated.    livft-e^id  oi  kVl-^\3^- 
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ifefs  and  fufficiency,  he  is  bVought  to  that,  In  me^  that 
is  J  inmyjiejh^  dwelleth  no.  good  thing :  he  fees  himfelf 
empty  of  all  good,  and  filled  with'  all  evil.  Inflead  of 
felf-confidence  and  hope,  he  is  brought  to  that,  JVe 
had  the  fentence  of  death  in  ourfelves  that  we  Jhould  not 
trufi  in  ourfelves^  hut  in  God^  which  raifed  the  dead.  They 
are  brought  to  defpair  in  themfelves.  And  inflead  of 
felf^righteoufnefs,  of  which  before,  they  are  brought 
to  that.  All  our  righteoufnejfes  are  as  Jilthy  rags. 
Tlius,  in  fo  far  as  they  fhare  of  the  faving  benefit  of  the 
rent  vail,  fo  far  are  they  rent  from  felf :  and  thus,  by 
thefe  things  you  may  examine  yourfelves,  wl^t  intereft 
you  have  in  this  privilege  of  Chrift's  rending  of  the  vsdl 
betwixt  God  and  you. 

life-  third.  For  terror  to  unbelievers,  who,  though 
they  hear  that  the  vail  is  rent,  and  fo  a  free  accefs  to 
the  holy  ofholih  proclaimed,  yet  they  are  not  at  all  con- 
cerned about  entering  in  by  this  rent  vail.  The  door  of 
heaven  is  open  to  you,  but  you  will  not  come  in ;  the 
vail  of  the  temple  is  rent,  but  you  will  not  enter.  Q 
wretched  creature,  how  can  you  anfwer  that  challenge, 
John  V.  40.  Tou  will  not  come  to  me,  that  you  might  have 
life  f  You  have  no  grace,  no  holinefs,  no  repentance, 
no  good  thing ;  but,  fays  Chrift,  you  will  not  come  to 
me  tliat  you  might  have  grace,  you  will  not  come  to  mc 
that  you  might  have  holinefs,  you  will  not  come  to  mh 
that  you  might  have  repentance,  you  will  not  tome  to 
me  that  you  might  have  all  good  things  that  you  need. 
The  vail  is  rent,  the  door  is  open,  but  you  will  not 
come  in.     O  !  what  will  you  do  in  the  day  ofvifttation? 

What  will  you  do,  when  he  that  rent  the  vail  (hall 

rend  your  foul  and  body  in  twain,  and  fay,  O  {lighter 
of  the  Son  of  God,  come  and  give  account  of  what  ufe 
you  have  made  of  the  fabbaths,  fermons,  and  communis 
on-feafons  that  you  enjoyed  ?  Perhaps  you  are  little  think- 
ing on  death,  but  what  know  you  but  God  will  fay  to 
you,  T^hou  fool,  this  night  thy  foul  Jhall  be  required  of 
thee?  I  defy  all  the  minifters  on  earth  to  affureyou  that 
you  fhall  live  to  get  another  offer  of  Chrift  to-morrow. 
Many  here  will  not  come  again  to-morrow ;  and  many 
here  Aiay  never  have  another  vexvlxxit  ttt  \\c^\cu.    O ! 
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what  will  you  do,  when  he  that  rent  the  vail  that  you 
might  have  accefs  to  God,  will  rend  thefe  heavens,  and 
come  down  to  judgment  ?  Behold,  he  cometh  with,  clouds,  . 
and  every  eye  /hall  fee  bim  !  With  what  countenance  will 
you  look  him  in  the  face  in  judgment,  when  you  did 
not  care  for  a  fight  of  his  face  in  mercy  thrbugh  the 
rent  vailf  O  what  a  dreadful  voice  will  that  be  to  you, 
when  he  will  fay.  Rife  ye  dead^  and  come  to  judgment ! 
Rife  ye  undervaluers  of  the  gofpel,  and  give  an  account 
of  yourfelves  !  Do  you  know,  that  while  you  are  neglec-  . 
ting  the  gofpel,  and  flighting  the  Son  of  God,  you  are 
faymg  with  the  Jews,  His  blood  he  upon  us^  and  upon  our 
children  ?  The  guilt  of  the  blood  of  Chrifl  is  upon  you, 
and  upon  the  generation  after  you,  that  follow  your  ex- 
ample ;  and,  O !  how  terrible  will  it  be,  when  he  comes 
to  make  inquifition  for  blood,  for  the  blood  of  God 
which  you  trampled  under  foot !  O !  how  will  you  then 
wifli  to  be  rent  and  grinded  in  pieces,  when  you  fliall 
find  all  the  curfes  of  the  Bible  lighting  upon  you  !  O 
what  will  you  do,  when  he  that  rent  the  vail,  fliall  o- 
penly  rend  you  from  the  company  of  God,  faints,  and 
angels,  and  fet  you  with  the  geats  on  his  left-hand ! 
When  you  fliall  fee  fome  of  your  acquaintances  that 
arc  here,"  flianding  ori  his  right-hand,  how  will  you  then 
think  with  yourfelf,  O  what  hindered  me,  that  I  did 
not  confent  to  the  gofpel,  as  well  as  they  ?     You  now 

}'oin  with  them  in  the  fame  congregation,  but  your 
icarts  are  disjoined  from  them  ;  you  fcparate  from  them 
in  your  choice,  your  afFeftions,  your  difpofition,  and 
converfation  ;  but  ere  long,  there  fliall  be  another  kind 
of  feparation  ;  you  that  will  not  come  in  among  them  -. 
through  the  rent  vail  now,  there  fliall  be  a  vail  hung  up 
betwixt  you,and  them,  that  fliall  never  be  rent ;  yea,  a 
vail  betwixt  you  and  the  glory  of  God ;  for  you  fhall  be 
funifhed  with  everlafling  deflruSlion,  from  the  pre  fence  of 
the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power  :  he  that  rent 
the  vail  to  pieces,  will  eternally  tear  you  to  pieces,  when 
there  fliall  be  none  to  deliver.  Now,  the  vail  is  rent  be- 
twixt God  and  you,  fo  as  you  may  come  to  God's  pre- 
fence  with  boldnefs,  through  the  new  ar.d  \\\\\\^>«7i.'^ 
that  18  confccratcd  through  the  vail  j  and  you  ftv^iW  Wnc: 
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God,  and  Cjirift,  and  faints,  and  angels,  all  wekoming 
you ;  for,  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay  ^  Came  /  and  wio^ 
Jbevcr  will,  let  him  come,  for  the  vail  is  rent ;  but  if  once 
you  gQ  down  by  the  fides  of  bottomlefs  Tophet,  the 
vaiLthat  then  fliall  be  placed  betwixt  God  and  you,  will 
neveri  never,  never  be  rent,  fo  long  as  eternity  lafts. 
You  will  never  hear  again  fuch  a  fweet  word ;  and,  0 
what  would  you  then  give  for  fuch  a  word  as  that,  BCf 
hold,  the  vail  is  rent,  that  you  may  come  to  God*« 
favour  and  fellowfliip  ?  but  no  fuch  news  (hall  be  hear4 
in  hell:  now,  onlyjiow,  is  the  accepted  tiftte,  now  is 
the  day  of  fahation ;  to-day,  if  ye  wiU  bear  his  voice ^ 
harden  not  your  hearts  ;  but  think  of  coming  into  the 
holy  of  holies,  while  you  hear  that  the  vail  is  rent,  wA 
nothing  to  hinder  you. 

'  Ufe  fourth^  for  confclation  to  believers,  to  whom  th^ 
vail  is  fo  effeftually  rent  in  twain,  that  from  the  inark; 
given,  they  may  conclude,  they  have  made  fome  ca^ 
trance  within  the  vail,  by  coming  to  a  God  in  Chrift, 
and  cafting  their  anchor  within  the  vail.  I  have  a  wor4 
of  comfort  to  fay  to  you,  though  perhaps  your  are  ftiH 
compla'ming  of  many  vails  that  feparate  betwixt  Gp4 
and  you;  yet  a  little  while,  and  you  fhall  h?tve  a 
triumphant  entrance  miniftered  unto  you,  into  the  holy 
of  holies  above,  whither  the  Forerunner  hath  for  you 
Entered;  for,  behold,  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  rent  i/f 
twain,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom;  therefore  yo\>  fbisU 
come  into  Zion  with  fongs,  and  everlajling  joy  upon  your 
heads  ;  you  fhall  obtain  joy  and  gladnefs,  and  forrow  and 
fighing  fhall  flee  away ^  and  then .  all  vails  fhall  be  rent 
and  removed  for  ever.  I  will  tell  you,  for  your  comr 
fort,  of  a  few  vails  that  then  (hall  be  rent ;  for  the  rendf 
ing  of  the  vail  of  the  temple,  promifes  the  rending  c^ 
all  vails  in  a  fhort  while. 

I.  Then,  the  vail  oH  fin  and  corruption  fliall  be  rent 
in  twain ;  all  the  rents,  all  the  flrokcs  that  fin  gets  by 
the  word,  the  rod,  the  Spirit,  never  rends  a  body  of 
death  from  you ;  but  ftill  you  are  groning  under  a  fenfe 
of  indwelling-fm,  that  feparates  betwixt  God  and  you  c 
but  then,  O  then,  believer,  this  vail  fliall  be  rent  in 
twain  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  ^xi<Jl  feom  the  bot- 
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torn  to  the  top ;  both  root  and  branch  Aall  be  rent  and 
removed ;  for.  When  be  Jhatl  appear^  yt>u  Jhall  be  Hie 
him :  yout  conformity  to  him  fliall  be  complete ;  you 
tnuft  go  to  heaven  dragging  a  body  of  death  after  you; 
but  whenever  you  come  to  the  port  of  glory,  there  wiB 
be  a  joyful  parting ;  for  you  ihall  take  an  everlafting 
farcwel  tof  ail  your  lulls  and  corruptions ;  then  you  will 
fey,  Farewel  with  all  our  hearts ;  and  glory  to  God 
Aat  we  fhafl  never  meet  again.  Bleffed  be  God,  wc 
fliall  never  fee  your  face  aeain. 

ft.  Then  fliall  the  vail  of  darknefs  and  diftance  be  rent 
in  twain ;  for  then  darknefs  will  give  way  to  light,  glo- 
rious light }  and  diftance  will  give  way  to  prefence, 
glorious  and  everlafting  prefence.  Now  you  fay,  I  can- 
not fee  him,  he  is  far  away ;  but,  fays  Chrift,  Father^  I 
ivill  tbdt  tbefe  wbom  tbou  baft  given  me,  be  with  me  where 
I  am^  that  they  may  heboid  my  glory :  to  be  with  me  where 
lam;  there  is  diftance  removed;  to  behold,  my  glory ^ 
there  is  darknefs  removed.  Darknefs  and  diftance  now, 
create  doubts  and  fears  ;  but  doubts  and  fears  will  then 
take  wings  and  flee  away,  never  to  return  again ;  for, 
7be  face  of  the  covering  Jhall  be  entirely  removed^  Ifa. 
XXV.  7,  8. 

*  3.  Then  fliall  the  vail  of  ordinances  be  rent  in  twain: 
any  view  we  have  of  God's  glory  now,  is  mediate, 
through  the  intervention  of  means  and  ordinances  ;  any 
glimpic  we  get  of  his  beauty  is  through  the  dimb  glafe 
of  duties  and  ordinances  ;  for,  'Now  we  fee  through  a 
glafs  darkly^  fays  the  apoftle  ^  but  the  time  comes  when 
the  glafs  mall  be  broken,  and  we  Jhall  fee  him  as  he  is^ 
in  an  immediate  manner ;  Rev.  xxi.  22.  Ifawno  temple 
there ;  for  the  Lord  God  almighty^  and  the  Lamb^  are 
the  temple  of  it.  And  then  fliall  the  faints  be  able  to  fay, 
the  half  of  his  glory  hath  not  been  told,  when  they  flia^ 
fee  him  face  to  face,  and  not  his  back  parts,  or  the 
flcirts  of  his  garments  only. 

4.  The  vail  oifcanty  enjoyments  will  be  rent  in  twain ; 
the  vail  of  pafling  blinks  and  interrupted  views.  The 
life  of  the  faint  here,  is  moftly  a  life  of  defire  ;  he  can 
never  get  his  defire  fully  fatlsfied ;  and  when  you  get 
any  dcurable  meeting  with  the  Lord,  why,  \i  \^  \>u\.  tl 
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blink  and  away ;  your  defires  are  but  increafqd  there- 
by, and  your  melancholy  wants  remain  unfupplied: 
but  within  the  vail  all  defires  (hall  be  fatisfied,  all  wants 
fhall  be  fupplied ;  for.  In  his  prefencc  there  is  fulnefs  of 
joy^  and  at  his  right-hand  rivers  of  pleafure  for  evermore. 
No  clouds,  no  night,  no  difertion  tjiere ;  no  fuch  com- 
^plaint  as  this,  0  why^  hideji  thou  thy  face  ?  The  beft 
communion  and  enjoyment  here  admits  of  interruption ; 
but  that  which  is  above,  is  uninterrupted ;  no  tempt- 
ing devil,  no  deceitful  heart,  no  difmal  cloud  to  dar- 
ken their  day,  or  interrupt  their  vifion  and  fruition  of 
God.  Chrift  is  here  only  paffing  by  us,  and  as  a  way- 
faring man,  that  tarries  only  for  a  night ;  yea,  hardly 
for  a  night :  no  fooner  does  he  enter,  but  he  is  away ; 
no  fooner  does  the  heart  begin  to  open  to  him  fome- 
time,  than,  alas !  he  is  gone.  Song  v.  6.  /  opened  to 
my  Beloved,  but  he  had  withdrawn  himfelf  and  was  gone: 
but  then  their  enjoyment  fliall  be  full,  and  everlafting, 
and  uninterrupted ;  for,  So  jhall  they  ever  be  luith  the 
Lord.  Partial  enjoyments  will  give  way  to  eternally 
full  enjoyments  ;  For  when  that  which  is  perfedl  is  come^ 
that  which  is  in  part  Jhall  be  done  away. 

5.  The  vail  of  church-difordcrs  and  confufton  fhall  be 
rent  in  twain.  Many  times  you  have  reafon  to  figh  and 
complain,  that  matters  are  all  out  of  order  in  the  church ; 
the  vail  of  confufion  and  diforder  is  upon  it,  and  the 
glory  departed  ;  nothing  but  clouds  in  our  fky.  Indeed 
we  would  gladly  expect  the  rending  of  thefe  vails  that 
are  upon  the  church,  even  in  time,  and  even  with  re-^ 
fpeft  to  the  church  of  Scotland.  It  is  with  the  church, 
as  it  is  with  particular  believers,  the  Lord  ufuftlly  brings 
them  to  an  extremity,  before  he  give  them  a  deliverance :  • 
the  darkeft  night  may  ufher  in  the  clearefl:  day ;  to  them 
that  fear  his  name  the  Sun  of  righteoufncfs  Jlmll  arife. 
Whatever  dark  eclipfes  the  fun  may  be  under  at  prefent, 
do  not  fay  the  fun  is  gone  out  of  the  firmament,  becaufe 
it  is  a  cloudy  day ;  the  clouds  may  grow  thicker  and 
thicker  yet ;  yea,  there  may  not  only  be  dark  clouds, 
but  rain,  and  perhaps  a  terrible  fliower  of  wrath  is 
coming;  many  things  look  like  it:  but  though  there 
ihoiiIJ  be  both  clouds  and  rain,  fay  not  the  fun  is  gone, 

and 
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and  will  never  return  and  fliine  again ;  he  that  rent  the 
vail,  will  rend  the  clouds  in  his  own  time.  Yea,  the 
rending  of  the  vail  of  the  temple  did  foretel  good  to  the 
church*  It  fays,  that  he  will  rear  up  a  more  glorious 
temple,  fuch  as  is  promifcd,  Ifa.  liv.  11,  12.  O  thou 
cffliBed^  tojfed  with  tempeftst  and  not  comforted!  behold^ 
I  will  lay  thy  ftones  with  fair  colours^  and  lay  thy  foun^ 
,  iations  with  fapphires  ;  and  I  will  make  thy  windows  of 
agates^  and  thy  gates  of  carbuncles ^  and  all  thy  borders  of 
pleafant  flones.  Why^  what  is  the  meaning  of  all  this? 
See  it  in  ver.  13,  All  thy  children  Jhall  he  taught  of  the 
hord^  'and  great  Jhall  be  the  peace  of  thy  children*  You 
fee  it  is  a  time  of  great'  darknefs  in  the  church,  fo  it  is 
indeed ;  but  here  is  a  promife  of  light  that  fliall  arife> 
All  thy  children  Jhall  be  taught  of  the  Lord*  Is  it  a  time 
of  gneat  divifion  and  contention  ?  fo  it  is ;  but  here  id 
a  promife  of  great  peace,  Great  Jhall  be  the  peace  of  thy 
children^  We  hope  there  will  be  a  more  full  accom- 
pliihment  of  this  in  the  church,  even  in  time ;  but  when 
will  all  this  come  to  pafs  ?  why,  we  may  come  to  be 
trieci  with  another  kind  of  tempeft  before  it  come  to 
pafs ;  for,  fee  how  the  promife  is  ufliered  in,  0  thoU 
afflidedj  toffedwith  tempejis^  and  not  comforted  $  then 
follows  the  promife  of  a  pleafant  iffue.  But  withal  ne- 
ver exped  a  perfeQ:  church  upon  earth  \  we  hope  it  will 
be  more  pure,  but  it  never  will  be  perfeft,  till  that 
^hich  is  in  part  Jhall  be  done  away.  The  time  is  com- 
ing, when  the  bride,  the  Lamb*s  wife,  fliall  be  prefcnt- 
ed  to  him.  without  fpot  or  wrinkle  ;  when  the  union  of 
the  faints  fliall  be  entire,  and  the  communion  of  faints 
fliall  be  perfeft*  There  will  be  no  contention,  no  di- 
vifion, no  diforder  in  the  general  aflembly  and  church 
of  the  firft-born  that  are  written  in  heaven.  . 
-  6.  The  vail  of  militant  graces  will  be  rent  in  twain  ^ 
and  nothing  but  triumphant  graces  will  have  the  throne  t 
Now  remains  faith^  hope^  and  love  ;  but  the  greateji  of 
thefe  is  love.  Why,  love  is  a  triumphant  grace  ;  and 
faith  and  hope  will  refign  to  love  the  chair  of  ftate. 
There  vrtll  be  no  need  of  militant  graces  in  the  church 
triumphant ;  no  need  of  faith,  where  vifion  is  \  na 
jiccd  of  hope,  where  fruition  is  j  no  need  oi  ^^U^xvce,. 
Vol.  L  S  Vti&xc 


138  TAr  Re  n  t  V  a  I  l 

i¥hcre  all  tribulation  is  at  an  end  ^  no  need  of  any  fight-> 
mg  grace,  where  there  is  nothing  but  viftory,  light, 
life,  love,  liberty,  joy,  glory.  You  have  a  fighting 
life  of  it  here,  but  then  a  fong  of  viftory ;  victory  for 
evermore. 

7.  The  vail  of  infirmities  will  be  rent  in  twain  :  here 
believers  have  infirmities  on  their  bodies,  that  have  no 
fmall  influence  on  the  aftings  of  their  fouls  ;  infirmities 
on  their  fouls,  darknefs  and  dulnefs  in  their  intelle£hial 
powers  ;  infirmities  of  the  new  nature,  though  created 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  though  fupported  by  his  power,  and 
guided  by  his  grace  ;  yet  ftill  it  is  a  weak  thing,  like  a 
new-born  babe :  but  none  of  thefe  infirmities  arc  in  them 
that  are  within  the  vail  ;  they  are  become  pcrfeft ; 
^enjhall  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faiih^  to  a  per^ 
fe6l  man  in  Ghrijl^  Eph.  iv.  13.  Then  that  fcripturc  fhall 

be  fully  accompliflied,  Ifa.  xxx-  26.  The  light  of  the  moon 
fhall  be  as  the  light  of  the  fun  ;  and  the  light  of  the  fun  fhall 
be  fevenfold^  as  the  light  offeven  days. 

8.  Tne  vail  of  mortality  fhall  be  rent  in  twain ;  for, 
Tlois  mortal  fhall  put  on  ifnmortality  ;  this  corruption^  fhall 
put  on  incorruption  ;  and  death  fhall  he  fwallowed  up  in 
i3iElory.  The  vail  of  flefh,  the  clay  tabernacle,  will  be 
rent  in  twain  ;  We  know^  that  if  the  earthly  houfe  of  this 
tabernacle  were  diffolvcd^  we  have  a  building  cf  Gody  a 
houfe  not  made  with  hands ^  eternal  in  the  heavens  :  for  in 
this  we  groan  earnefily^  deftring  to  be  clothed  upon  with 
our  houfe  which  is  from  heaven^  2  Cor.  v.  i,  2.  O  was 
you  ever  brought  to  that  man*s  faying,  *  O  mortality, 

*  mortality  !  O  time,  time  !  that  will  not  hafte  awsnr,  to 

*  let  eternity  come  !*  Was  you  never  content  to  make 
the  fand-glafs  of  time  to  win  to  eternity  ?  was  you  never 
content  to  take  death  in  your  arms  ;  and  fay.  Welcome, 
welcome  ;  O  friend,  welcome  news,  that  mortality  (hall 
be  fwallowed  up  of  life  ? 

9.  The  vail  of  ituapacity  will  be  rent  in  twain  :  now 
you  are  not  capable  of  that  glory  which  you  fliall  be  a- 
ble  to  behold  and  contain  in  heaven ;  your  eye  is  fo 
weak,  that  you  cannot  behold  the  Sun  of  righteotifnefs 
ibinin^  in  his  ftrength.  Though  light  be  the  moft  plea- 

fing  thing  to  the  eye ;  yet  live  mcudvw\bx\^httiefs  of  the 
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Am  cannot  be  looked  upon  without  deftroying  the  fight ; 
becaufe  the  faculty  is  not  fo  ftrong,  nor  capable  to  re- 
ceive the  objed :  fo  it  is  here,  we  want  a  capacity  to  be- 
hold the  light  of  glory ;  but  within  the  vail,  or  in  hea- 
ven, the  faculty  will  be  ftrengthened,  and  the  capacity 
enlarged,  to  hold  an  exceeding  great  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory ;  the  want  of  which  hath  made  fome,  in  time, 
when  their  cup  hath  overflowed  with  confolation,  to 
cry  out,  *  Lord,  hold  thy  hand,  thy  fervant  is  a  clay- 

*  veflTel,  and  can  hold  no  more/  Indeed  it  is  little  we 
get  here  below,  and  it  is  little  we  can  hold,  though  we 
mould  get  our  fill ;  but  in  heaven  the  capacity  will  be 
fo  enlarged,  that  it  will  be  able  to  hold  a  fulnefs  of  God, 
a  fulnefe  of  glory,  a  fubefs  of  the  Spirit,  fulnefe  of  joy 
at  God's  right-hand  for  ever  and  ever, 

10.  The  vail  of  wearinefs  fhall  be  rent  in  twain ;  here 
we  foon  weary  of  praying  and  preaching,  we  foon  weary 
of  (ermons  and  facraments.  I  doubt  not  but  many  here 
may  be  wearied  to  the  heart  with  this  day's  work.  Indeed 
little  wonder  that  the  carnal  heart  fay,  What  a  wearinefs  is 
this  work  ?  *  For,  as  one  fays,  you  may  take  a  carnal  man, 

*  tie  him  to  a  poft,  and  then  kill  him  with  praying  and 

*  preaching  only.'  But  even  the  fpiritual  man  himfelf,  while 
he  hath  a  wearying  body  of  death  about  him,  he  wearies 
of  ordinances,  he  wearies  of  God's  fervice ;  but  in  hea- 
ven, within  the  vail,  they  ftiall  ferve  him  without  weary- 
ing  or  fainting,  Rev.  xxii.  3. ;  there  his  fervants  jhafl 
ferve  him.  Their  weary  fervice  here  is  hardly  to  be  call* 
cd  a  fervice ;  but  there  his  fervants  fliall  ferve  him  in- 

.  deed.  O !  will  it  not  be  a  myflery,  and  a  great  wonder, 
if  we,  who  cannot  pray  half  an  hour  to  an  end,  and 
hardly  hear  an  hour  to  an  end,  but  will  be  toiled,  as 
if  we  had  done  fome  marvellous  work,  fhall  be  brought 
to  heaven,  and  never  weaiy  of  the  fervice  of  heaven  ? 
Here  is  comfort,  believer,  you  fhall  through  all  the 
years  of  eternity,  praife  him,  and  never  weary. 

In  a  word,  all  the  vials  of  trouble  and  trials  will  be 
rent  in  twain  ;  ^here  remains  a  reji  for  the  people  of  God. 
— ^The  vail  of  forrow  and  anxiety  fhall  be  rent  in  twain; 
for.  All  tears  fhall  be  wipt  from  their  eyes  ;  Sorrow  and 
fighing  fhall Jlee  away. — The  vail  of  fickncfe  ^la^.utve.'aSv- 
5  2  u^^^ 


J40  The  Rent  Vail 

fiefs  of  body  or-^oul  ftiall  be  rent  in  twain  ;  libe  inbabi' 
tants  of  that  land  Jhall  not  fay  ^  I  am  fick ;  the  people  that 
dwell  therein  Jhall  be  forgiven  their  iniquity* — The  vail  of 
wandering  thoughts  and  vain  imaginations  will  be  rent 
in  twain ;  you  Ihall  not  have  a  wrong  thought  or  con- 
ception of  God  throughout  all  eternity ;  for  all  your 
heart-plagues,  lulls,  arid  corruptions,  that  you  have 
been  wreTUing  with  all  your  days,  will  leave  you  ;  and 
I  am  furc  you  will  leave  them  with  fuch  pleafure  and  fe- 
tisfaftion,  and  be  fo  glad  to  part  with  them,  that  you 
will  h?irdly  fhake  hands  with  them  ;  but  rather  lay,  the 
back  of  my  hand  to  you  <,  many  a  fad  hour,  many  a 
figh  and  groan  have  you  coft  me ;  but  it  is  well  for  me, 
that  now  I  am  quit  oi  you  for  ever.  And  I  cannot  but 
fay,  that  they  who  now  have  a  glad  heart  to  think  of  a 
parting  with  thefe,  and  a  meeting  with  Chrift  for  ever, 
they  have  gotten  fome  communion  with  him  this  day. 

Finally  J  The  vail  of  time  will  be  rent  in  twain  ;  and 
the  flreams  of  time  will  be  fwallowed  up  in  the  ocean 
of  eternity.  O  how  will  you  fay  with  wonder  then,  O 
hath  fuch  a  black  and  ugly  creature  as  I  was,  gotten 
glorious  Chrift  in  my  arms,  never,  never,  never  to  part 
again !  O  how  will  his  kind  looks  dart  a  fweetnefs  and 
joy  inexpreffible  into  your  hearts,  when  you  fhall  be  led 
%vith  the  Lamb  about  the  rivers  of  living  water,  when 
time  fhall  be  no  more  !-^Take  all  this  comfort  into  your 
hearts,  believers,  for  the  God  of  confolation  allows  yol 
to  rqjoice  for  ever,  and  to  rejoice  in  the  hope  of  the 
glory  of  God,  which  you  fhall  fee  and  be  for  ever  pot 
feft  of  within  the  vail. 

Ufiffth^  For  exhortation.  All  I  fhall  now  fay,  is  this, 
if  tfie  vail  be  rent  in  twain  by  the  death  of  Chrifl,  O 
then  come  and  fee,  come  and  take,  come  and  wonder, 
come  and  enter,  come  and  fing. 

I,  Come  zxvdifee.  When  the  feal  was  opened.  Rev.  vi, 
then  the  voice  cried.  Come  and  fee :  fo,  when  the  vail  is 
rent,  O  come  and  fee  ;  come  and  fee.  Turn  afide  and 
fee  this  great  fight,  the  vail  of  feparation  betwixt  God 
imd  us  rent  in  twain  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  What 
was  to  be  fecn  within  the  vail  of  the  temple,  you  are 
toldy  Hchn  IX.  4,  ^»  There  was  to  befeen  the  golden  cen^ 
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/er,  the  golden  pot,  the  ark  of  the  covenant ^  the  tables  of 
ibe  covenant^  and  over  it  the  cheruhims  af  glory  overfiadow- 
ing  the  mercy-feat  What  all  thefe  did  fignify,  I  cannot 
ftand  to  fhew ;  but  in  (hort,  they  all  pointed  out  the 
glory  of  God  in  Jefus.  Chrilh  Now  the  vail  is  rent ; 
then  look  into  the  holiefl,  and  fee  the  glorious  myftery 
of  redeeming  love ;  fee  the  wifdom,  power,  holinefs, 
juftice,  goodnefs,  and  grace  of  God,  manifcfted  bright- 
ly in  the  face  of  Jefus,  who  by  his  death  rent  the  vail, 
that  we  might  fee  heaven,  and  the  glory  of  it. 

2.  Come  and  take.  The  pot  of  manna  was  within  the 
vail,  as  you  fee  in  that  forecited  text,  which  fignified 
Chrift  the  bread  of  life.  Now,  that  the  vail  is  rent ;  you 
may  come  to  the  holieft  and  take  manna:  if  you  go  a- 
way  fading  this  night,  it  will  be  your  own  rault ;  for 
you  have  liberty  to  come  and  take,  fince  the  vail  is  rent, 
Chrift  himfelf  is  the  manna ;  and  if  you  take  him,  you 
take  all  things  wifh  him  that  you  need.  Do  you  need  a 
pardon  ?  Why,  the  opening  of  the  vail  is  a  proclamati- 
on of  pardon  upon  a  jubilec-day.  In  the  year  of  jubilee, 
the  priefts  entered  within  the  vail  into  the  holieft ;  and 
there  was  a  difcharge  of  debt,  and  liberty  proclaimed  ; 
fo  here  is  our  jubilee  ;  Chrift  our  High-prieft  having 
r«it  the  vail,  and  entered  into  the  hoheft,  he  iffues 
out  his  proclamation  of  indemnity ;  he  proclaims  par- 
don of  debt.  Many  a  bankrupt  drowned  in  debt  is  in 
this  green  ;  but  behold,  the  ciy  is.  Go  forth  ye  prifoners 
of  hope.  There  is  a  pardon  in  this  pot  of  manna,  if  you 
will  but  take  it ;  yea,  there  is  life  to  your  fouls,  and 
death  to  your  fms  in  this  pot  of  manna,  if  you  will  take 
it.  Object.  But  you  will  fay,  I  cannot  take  what  is  offer- 
ed to  me.  Anjhv.  I  wifli  you  indeed  knew  your  own 
weaknefs,  and  fenfible  of  it ;  No  man  can  come  to  me^ 
fays  Chrift,  except  the  Father  draw  him :  But,  O !  hath 
God  drawn  you  fo  far  as  that  you  are  willing  to  take 
Chrift,  though  you  can  do  nothing  ;  and  willing  that 
Chrift  fliould  take  you  ?  Do  you  know  what  it  is  to  be- 
lieve ?  It  is  not  to  do  fome  great  thing  by  your  own 
power,  no :  it  is  a  grace  that  hath  two  eyes  ;  with  the 
one  it  looks  to  a  man's  felf,  and  fees  his  own  utter  weak- 
nefs, faying,  Not  that  I  am  fufficient  ofmyjtlf  to  tVmk 
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anything  as  ofmyfelf;  and  with  the  other  it  looks  to 
God,  and  fees  his  infinite  power,  faying,  Myfteffidemy 
is  nfGod.  So,  that  to  believe,  is  to  fee  that  you  can  do 
nothing,  and  to  employ  the  power  of  God  to  do  all  things 
for  you,  and  in  you  that  you  need.  Now,  when  you . 
are  called  to  take  Chrift,  you  are  called  to  take  and 
employ  the  power  of  God  to  do  all  things  that  you  arc 
called  to  do,  but  cannot  do  of  yourfelf ;  this  power  of 
Ood  is  in  your  ofier,  and  you  may  give  employment  to 
it :  Ifa.  xxvii.  5.  Let  him  take  hold  of  my  ftrengtb, 
that  he  may  make  peace  with  me,  and  he  Jhall  make  peace 
t»ith  me.  Did  you  ever  know  before  that  the  power  of 
God  was  at  your  fervice  ?  Take  hold  of  his  power,  and 
give  employment  to  his  power,  faying.  Lord,  let  this 
power  of  thine  be  put  forth  upon  an  indigent  creature, 
that  I  may  take  Chrift.  Behold,  the  Father  oflFers  him 
for  wifdom,  righteoufncfs,  fanftification  and  redempti- 
on ;  there  is  manna  indeed,  which  you  have  for  the 
taking  in  this  manner,  faying.  Lord,  take  me,  and  I 
will  take  thee.  Let  thy  power  and  grace  be  glorified 
upon  me.  If  you  be  in  earneft,  it  is  a  bargain ;  for  he 
never  called  a  fmner  to  take  his  Son  upon  any  other 
terms,  but  that  they  only  confent  that  Chrift  perform 
all  the  work,  and  take  all  the  glory. 

3*  Come  and  wonder :  Behold^  the  vail  of  the  temple 
was  rent  in  twain,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  Come  and 
wonder,  that  all  hinderances  are  taken  out  of  the  way 
of  your  accefs  to  God.  Wonder  at  the  love  of  God  in 
fending  his  Son  to  rend  the  vail ;  wonder  at  the  love  of 
Chrift  in  rending  the  vail,  that  you  might  have  accefs 
to  God  ;  wonder  that  it  was  rent  at  all ;  wonder  that  it 
was  rent  in  twain ;  wonder  that  it  was  rent  from  the  top 
to  the  bottom  ;  wonder  at  the  thing,  and  wonder  at  the 
occafion  of  it.  Chrift  gave  up  the  ghoft,  and  the  vail  of  the 
temple  was  rent.  The  rending  of  the  vail  coft  him  his 
life,  it  coft  him  his  foul ;  his  foul  was  made  an  offering 
for  fin,  and  then  the  vail  was  rent.  O,  is  there  no  won* 
dering  at  this  ?  It  would  be  an  evidence  of  a  good  com- 
munion to  you,  if  you  were  filled  with  wonder.  A  ftiort 
wonder  is  better  than  a  long  prayer. 
4.  Come  and  enter.  Not  only  fee  and  take,  and  won» . 
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dcFj  but  alfo  boldly  ^ntcr  into  the  holieft ;  not  Handing 
in  the  outer-court,  as  it  were,  or  behind  the  vail  gazing^ 
or  only  putting  in  your  hand  by  the  rent  vail,  but  come 
m  wholly,  and  enter  boldly.  The  vail  is  rent  in  twain  ; 
O  then,  come  and  enter  by  the  rent.  You  may  all  come 
oldly  to  the  holieft,  by  this  new  and  living  way  that  is 
confecrated  through  the  vail.  O  may  fuch  a  dog,  fuch 
a  filthy  dog  as  I  come  ?  Yes,  we  ufc  to  fey.  When  dokrt 
are  open^  dogs  come  in  ;  the  door  is  open,  the  vail  is  rent; 
let  dogs  come  in  and  get  a  crumb.  The  Gentiles  arc  called 
dogs  in  fcripture ;  and  it  is  feid,  Withota  are  dogSy  mtir^ 
derersy/orcerersy  whoremongers ;  but  to  all  the  dogs  thadt 
arc  without  the  vail,  we,  in  God's  name,  proclaim  li- 
berty to  come  in,  and  get  what  will  fave  you  and 
fandbify  you.  You  fay  you  have  nothing  to  bring  with 
you,  no  grace,  no  good.  I  tell  you,  there  is  none  here, 
but  they  have  fomething  to  bring  to  Chrift  with  them. 
What  is  that  ?  Have  you  not  much  fm  and  mifery  to 
brmg  with  you  ?  have  you  not  much  want,  weaknefs, 
and  wickednefs,  to  bring  with  you  ?  Come  with  all 
your  ills,  in  order  to  get  all  good ;  come  with  your  fins, 
and  get  grace ;  come  with  your  guilt,  and  get  a  pardon; 
come  with  your  filthinefs,  and  get  cleanfing;  come 
with  your  wants,  and  get  fuUnefs.  Let  dogs  come  in 
and  get  a  crumb  :  yea,  a  feaft.  There  is  nothing  to  hin- 
der you,  fince  the  vail  is  rent.  The  law  is  not  in  your 
way,  for  that  is  fulfilled  ;  the  flaming  cherumbim  is  not 
in  your  way,  for  Chrift  hath  rent  the  vail  of  God*s 
wrath,  and  divided  the  red-fea  of  divine  vengeance,  that 
you  might  pafs  through.  Have  you  a  mind  for  heaven, 
man,  woman  ?  here  is  the  way,  it  lies  through  the  rent 
vail ;  and  if  you  take  not  this  way^  you  ftiall  never  en- 
ter there  :  For  there  are  two  porters  that  will  keep  all 
unbelievers  out,  namely,  jii/iice  and  hoUnefs.  Jifjlice  will 
fay,  I  muft  be  fatisfied ;  holinefs  will  fay,  I  muft  be  vin- 
dicated, or  elfe  you  Ihall  never  enter  here :  but  if  you 
come  by  this  rent  vail^  you  (liall  have  open  entrance 
into  the  heavenly  kingdom.  Chrift  wiil  fay  to  juftice, 
Let  fuch  a  man  in,  for  I  paid  you  all  his  debt ;  holinefs, 
let  fuch  a  man  in,  for  I  gave  you  a  perfeft  obedience 
for  him;  \odk  upon  him  in  me.  This  w\\X  i^U^^^  \io\i\ 
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jhcfe  porters  to  let  believers  pafs.  O  then,  come  and 
enter  through  the  vail  that  is  rent.  Chriftlefs  foul,  who 
will  fatisfy  juftice  and  holinefs  for  you  ?  Thefe  porters 
will  never  be  bribed  by  you.  Therefore,  O  come,  and 
enter  by  the  rent  vailj  for  there  is  no  other  way  to  hea- 
ven. 

5.  Come  and  Jing.  If  you  have  made  enterance,  O 
finff.  Glory  to  God  in  the  highejl^  that  ever  rent  this 
vauL  You  might  go  home  finging,  if  you  took  up  the 
true  meaning  of  the  text,  and  turned  it  to  a  fong ;  and 
fing  it  with  underftanding.  Behold^  the  vail  of  the  temple 
was  rent  in  twain,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  Behold, 
the  vail  is  rent,  and  Ihall  never  be  whole  again.  Be- 
hold, the  work  is  completed  by  the  Son  of  God ;  the 
work  is  done,  and  fliall  never  be  undone. — ^To  the  Au- 
thor and  Finilher  of  this  great  work  be  glory  for  ever. 
Amen. 
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SERMON     III.* 

The  Best  Match;  or,  the  Incom- 
parable Marriage  between  the  Crea- 
tor and  the  Creature. 

Isaiah  liv.  5. 
jRy  Maker  is  thy  Hujband. 

THE  prophet  Ifaiah  having  largely  difcourfed  of 
the  fufierings  of  Chrift,  and  the  blelTed  fruits  and 
cScSb  df  them ;  amoXig  which,  one  is,  that  he  fhould 
have  a  numerous  feed  to  believe  on  him;  and  that, 
when  the  Jews  rejcft  him,  the  Gentiles  fhould  gladly 
receive  him :  And  thus  forefeeing,  by  the  fpirit  of  pro- 
phecy, the  glorious  ftate  of  the  Gentile  church,  he  breaks 
forth  into  a  fong  of  triumph  in  the  beginning  of  this 
chapter ;  where  the  prophet  direfts  his  fpeech  to  the 
church  and  fpoufc  of  God  in  thefe  words,  Sing,  0  bar-- 
ren,  thou  that  didjl  not  bear  ;  break  forth  into  finging,  and 
cry  aloudy  thou  that  didjl  not  travail  with  child :  for  more 
are  the  children  of  the  defolate,  than  the  children  of  the  mar* 
ried  wife^  faith  the  Lord.  Where  we  have  a  magnifi- 
cent promife  of  the  fertility  and  the  felicity  of  the  Gen* 
tile  church ;  and  this  is  enlarged  to  the  fifth  verfe,  which 
contains  the  words  of  our  text ;  where  we  have  the  rea- 
fon  of  her  happinefs  and  fruitfulnefs  who  was  formerly 
a  barren  widowj  For  thy  Maker  is  thy  Hujbajid:  he  who 
made  thee  out  of  nothing,  and  therefore  can  eafily  ful- 
fil all  thefe  promifes,  how  unlikely  foever  they  Teem  to 
be;  he  who  made  thee  a  people,  yea,  which  is  more, 
who  made  thee  his  people,  he  will  own  thee  as  his 
fpoufe,  and  aft  the  part  of  an  hufband  to  thee* 

'  •  This  was  delivered  in  two  difconrfes  at  Culrofs;  but  the  prc- 
«ife  time  and  occafion  cannot  be  afcertained ;  only  we  f«  the  deft. 
edition  was  printcJ  Anno  1722.  This  is  the  filik  Hu^rt'Svou 
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I  (hall  defer  my  further  introduftion  and  explicatioiii 
and  alfo  whatever  might  be  faid  concerning  the  external 
relation  betwixt  Chrift  and  the  vifible  church,  my  chief 
defign  being,  at  this  time,  only  to  fpeak  a  little  to  that 
internal  fpiritual  marriage-relation  betwixt  Chrift  and 
the  invifible  church,  or  Chrift  and  the  believer,  as  it  is 
reprefented  under  the  formality  of  a  marriage:  and 
what  I  would  oflFer  upon  this  fubjeS,  1  lay  before  you 
in  this  dodtrinal  propofition, 

^hat  there  is  a  marriage-relation  betwixt  Chrijl  and  be- 
lievers, wheretn  he  fupplie^  the  place  of  a  bujbani 
unto  them,  ana  they  the  place  of  a  bride  andfpoufe  to 
htm. 

In  profecuting  whereof,  I  would  effay  thefc  three  thing!!, 
I.  Prove,  That  there  is  fuch  a  marriage-relation  be- 

twixt  Chrift  and  believers, 
n.  Speak  to  the  nature  of  this  marriage. 

III.  Give  the  reafons^  why  Chrift  comes  under  fuch 
a  relation  to  his  people. 

IV.  Make  fome  application  of  the  fubjedl* 

I.  To  confirm  the  doftrine,  that  there  is  a  marriage'^ 
relation  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers.  This  will  appear 
from  thefe  two  confiderations. 

1.  From  the  compellations  given  to  Chrijt  with  relati- 
on to  believers.  How  frequently  doth  the  fpoufe  call 
him  her  hufband  in  the  book  of  the  Song  ?  ^s  the  apple- 
tree  among  the  trees  of  the  wood,  Jo  is  my  Beloved  among 
the  fons.  My  Beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  hisy  Song  ii.  3, 16. 
And,  fays  the  apoflle,  2  Cor.  xi.  2.  I  have  ejpoufedyou 
to  one  hnjbandy  that  I  may  prefent  you  as  a  chajie  virgin 
unto  Chriji* 

2.  The  marriage-relation  betwixt  Chrift  and  believ- 
ers appears  from  the  compellations  given  to  believers  in 
fcripture,  with  rcfpeft  to  Chrift.  How  frequently  calli 
he  her  his  love^  bis  fpoufe^  in  the  book  of  the  Song? 
^hou  baji  ravijhcd  my  hearty  my  fijler^  my  spouse. 
Hoivfair  is  thy  love^  my  ftjler^  my  spouse  !  Song  iv.  9,  lo. 
In  Rev.  xix.  7.  there  the  church,  (or  believers  in  the 

collcdiiyt  capacity)  is  called  the  bride^  the  Lamb's  wife, 

tic 
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3^  marriage  rf  the  Lamb  is  cotne^  and  the  bride  hath 
made  berfelf  ready.  Wc  need  not  Hand  to  prove  that 
which  is  fo  evident,  we  need  fay  no  more  to  confirm  it, 
than  to  repeat  the  text,  Thy  Maker  is  thy  hujband. 
Therefore  I  come, 

n.  To  fpeak  of  the  nature  of  this  marriage :  and  here 
wc  would  briefly  confider,  i.  The  parties  married. 
a.  The  terms  of  the  marriage.  3.  The  properties  of  the 
marriage.  4.  The  e^'e6ls  of  it.  5.  How  the  match  is 
tarried  on.     6.  How  it  is  concluded. 

(i.)  I  fay,  let  us  confider  the  parties  married;  who 
IS  the  Bridegroom,  and  who  is  the  bride. 

1.  Then,  the  Bridegroom  is  the  wifdom  of  God ;  and 
all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  are  found 
in  him :  he  knows  all  the  wants  of  tlie  bride,    and  is 

ready  to  fupply  them. On  the  other  hand,   the 

bride,  before  her  matching  with  him,  is  the  moft  arrant 

fool  out  of  hell :  her  folly  is  difcovered  by  continuing  to 
refufe  to  match  with  him ;  to  refufe  to  give  her  con- 
fent  to  this  heavenly  Bridegroom. 

2.  The  Bridegroom  is  the  eternal  Son  of  God ;  the 
King's  only  Son  ;  The  King  made  a  marriage  for  his  Son : 
He  is  the  blood-royal  of  heaven. — On  the  other  hand. 
What  is  the  bride's  pedigree  ?  She  needs  not  boaft  of 
her  defcent,  Thy  father  was  an  Amorite,  and  thy  mother 
an  Hittite^  Ezek.  xvi.  3.  There  is  a  vail  diifercnce 
here. 

3.  The  Bridegroom  is  the  heir  of  all  thi?2gs  :  he  hath 

all  riches,    the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift. But 

what  is  the  bride  worth  before  he  match  with  her  ?  She 
is  worfe  than  nothing,  poverty  itfelf ;  and  not  only  a 
beggar,  but  in  debt,  and  Chrift  is  willing  to  pay  her 
debt. 

4.  The  Bridegroom  is  comely  and  glorious.  All  the 
feraphims  and  cherubims  above,  all  the  fens  of  men  in 
the  world,  all  the  crowned  heads  on  earth,  in  all  the 
circumftances  of  glory,    are  but  like  black  pieces  of 

earth  compared  with  this  glorious  Bridegroom. On 

the  other  hand.  What  is  the  bride  before  he  match  with 
.her?  Even  as  black  sls  the  devil  can  iCLaikeYvcx.    ^o\. 

T   2  ^^^ 
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only  a  leopard,  fpottcd  here  and  there,  but  an  Ethiopi- 
an, wholly  black  and  ugly.  When  Ihe  is  cq/i  forth  in 
the  open  field  to  the  loathing  jf  her  perfon^  fhe  is  a  fpec- 
tacle  of  horror  and  mifery  j  yet  then  it  is  a  marriage-day, 
and  a  time  of  love. 

(2.)  What  are  the  terms  of  the  marriage ;  the  articles 
of  it  on  his  part  and  her  part  ?  The  terms  on  her  part, 
though  the  whole  belong  to  Chrift,  yet,  to  fpeak  of 
terms  in  an  improper  fenfe,  he  requires  of  her  what  he 
worketh  in  her ;  namely, 

I.  That  ffie  be  divorced  from  all  other  hufbands,  and 
give  up  with  all  other  lovers  and  idols ;  particularly, 
that  fhe  be  divorced  from  the  law,  that  fhe  may  be  mar- 
ried unto  Chrift :  fhe  mufl  not  obey  the  law  from  a 
principle  of  her  own  flrength ;  nor  as  a  covenant  of 
works,  that,  by  obedience,  fhe  may  purchafe  a  title  to. 
heaven;  nor  to  gratify^  a  natural  confcience;  nor 
merely  to  efcape  hell,  and  make  a  rightcoufnefs  of  her 
obedience :  fhe  mufl  be  divorced  from  that  hufband. 

!2.  Upon  her  part  it  is  required,  that  fhe  be  fatiified 
with  this  hufband  alone,  as  the  great  portion  of  the 
foul,  that  he  may  have  no  rival,  no  competitor  in  her 
affeOiions,  none  to  fit  on  the  throne  with  him :  fhe  mufl 
keep  the  chief  room  for  the  Son  or  God.  Again,  on 
bis  part,  he  contrafts, 

1 .  That  he  will  make  over  himfelf  to  her ;  all  he  is, 
all  he  hath,  all  he  hath  purchafed,  all  he  hath  promif- 

•  cd :  he  will  make  over  to  her  all  the  bleflings  of  the  c- 
verlafling  covenant.  O  this  is  a  fweet.  article !  and  a 
large  charter  indeed ! 

2.  He  contracts  to  perform  all  the  glorious  offices  of  a 
hufband  to  her ;  to  provide  for  her,  proteft  her,  direfl: 
her,  pity  her,  clothe  her,  to  encourage  and  comfort 
her ;  and  to  do  all  for  her  fhe  needs :  this  is  the  fum 
of  the  contract ;  for,  to  fpeak  properly,  Chrifl  is  all, 
and  does  all  in  this  matter ;  and  our  part  is  done  by 
him  in  us,  Hof.  ii.  1 9,  20.  /  will  betrothe  thee  unto  me 
for  ever :   yea,  I  will  betrothe  thee  unto  me  in  rtghteouf 

nefs,  and  in  judgment^  and  in  loving-kindnefs,  and  in 
mercies  ;  7  wi'l  even  betrothe  thee  unto  me  in  faitbfulne/s^ 
end  thoufbalt  know  the  Lord^    Chrift  figns  the  contraft 

for 
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for  him  and  her  both.  /  will  betrothe  thee  unto  me  in 
righteoufnefs ;  I  will  fulfil  the  law,  and  fatisfy  God's 
jimice.  7  ibill  betrothe  thee  unto  me  in  loving-kindnefs  ; 
though  there  be  nothing  in  thee  to  invite  my  loveyr  but 
much  to  challenge  my  averfion,  yet  I  will  overcome  all 
thy  imperfeSions,  and  fet  my  love  upon  thee.  /  will 
betrothe  thee  unto  me  in  mercies  ;  in  pardoning  mercy, 
fanftifying  mercy,  fupporting  mercy,  comforting  mer- 
cy. But  left  the  bride  think,  that  when  ever  ftie  fins 
tl*ere  may  be  a  divorce,  ftie  may  break  and  go  away, 
therefore  it  follows,  /  will  betrothe  thee  unto  me  in  faith- 
fulnefs.  He  pledges  his  veracity  for  fulfilling  the  articles 
on  her  part  and  his  both.     But  then, 

(3.)  What  are  the  properties  of  this  marriage  ? 

1.  It  is  a  very  myjierious  marriage,  that  the  Creator 
ihpuld  take  the  work  of  his  hands  for  a  bride ;  not  on- 
ly when  in  its  primitive  and  virgin  integrity,  as  it  dopt 
out  of  his  creating  hands,  but  when  polluted  with  the 
poifon  of  the  devil,  the  venom  of  the  ferpent,  that  he 
fliould  take  her  for  a  bride ;  Thy  Maker  is  thy  hujband. 
This  is  a  wonderful  conjundlion.  If  a  glorious  angei 
jhould  be  matched  with  a  creeping  worm,  and  a  king 
with  a  beggar,  it  would  not  be  fuch  a  wonder ;  but  the 
Maker  to  join  himfelf  to  the  work  of  his  hands !  there 
cannot  be  a  greater  diftance  conceived  betwixt  any  thing, 
than  betwixt  a  Creator,  and  that  which  is  brought  out 
from  the  barren  womb  of  nothing,  a  creature  ;  and  yet 
they  are  in  a  marriage- relation  ;  Thy  Maker  is  thy  hi^r 
band. 

2.  This  marriage  is  very  difficult  and  hard.  It  is 
true,  there  is  nothing  too  hard  for  Omnipotency;  yet 
the  human  nature  of  Chrift  had  much  to  do  with  it : 
though  he  was  fupported  by  the  divine  nature,  yet  he 
behoved  to  fwim  through  the  river  of  his  own  blood,  Wt 
fore  he  could  get  his  bride.  He  fatisfied  the  juftlce  of 
God,  eftablilhed  a  new  covenant.  All  this  muft  be 
done  in  order  to^this  marriage. 

y  This  marriage  is  zxkHndiJfolvable  marriage;  death 
diffolves  other  relations,  but  it  increafes  this  intimate 
union:  Nothing  fliall  feparate  Chrift  and  the  believer; 
7  am  ferfuadedy  faith  Paul,  that  neither  lije,  nor  death, 

nor 
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mwr  angels,  nor  prinapaltties,  nor  powers,  nor  iHngi 
frefent,  nor  things  to  come,  nor'  heigbtb^  nor  depth,  nor 
0ny  otbir  creature,  Jhall  he  able  to  feparpte  us  from  the 
hve  of  God  which  is  in  Chrsft  Jejus  our  Lord,  Roai« 
viii.  ^8,  ^9* 

(4.)  What  are  the  effedls  of  this  marriage  ? 

1.  The  firfl  and  immediate  efied  is  a  moil  clofe  union 
betwixt  Chrift  and  the  believer.  This  union,  though 
lefs  than  a  perfonal  union,  although  it  be  in  fome  re* 
fpcft,  yet  it  is  more  than  a  political  union,  more  than 
a  moral  union :  Iti  is  a  very  clofe  union.  The  Bridei- 
groom,  Chrift,  he  gives  his  bride  his  own  Spirit ;  com« 
municates  vital  influences^  from  the  glorious  Head,  to 
her ;  and  flie  cleaves,  by  faith  and  love,  clofe  to  him ; 
and  God  promifes  that  he  will  make  the  houfe  of  Ifrael 
cleave  clofe  to  him,  as  a  girdle  to  the  loins  of  a  man, 
Jcr.  xiii.  11.  He  makes  his  fpoufe,  in  fpite  of  all  her 
folly,  in  fpite. of  all  her  enmity,  in  fpite  of  all  her  ene» 
mies  and  temptations,  to  cleave  clofe  to  him. 

2.  Another  effeft  of  this  union,  is  fwat  communion^ 
mutual  fellowjhip :  he  feafts  with  them  and  they  with 
lum ;  he  blows  upon  her  garden,  quickens  and  ani- 
mates her  graces  \  and  then  he  comes  and  eats  his  plea^ 
iant  fruits. 

3.  Another  effefl:  is,  familiarity^  which  is  coincident 
|. ..-  with  the  former :  he  treats  them  not  as  ftrangers,  but 
^^      as  friends;   and  not  as  friends  only,   but  as  his  own 

&pufe :  he  communicates  to  her,  and  fpeaks  comfort- 
'  alSly  and  kindly  to  her.  It  is  a  wonder  what  conde- 
fccnfion  God  will  make  fometimes  :  and  the  believer  a- 
;  gsun  can  be  more  familiar  witW  God,  than  with  the 
whole  world ;  and  can  tell  to  God  what  he  can  tell  to 
none  elfe. — Thus  you  fee  fome  of  the  effects  of  thi$ 
marriage.  . 
.    (5.)  How  was  the  match  carried  on  ? 

I  anfwer,  in  a  word.  On  his  part  it  was  carried  on 
thus : 

I.  He  gave  the  Father  hijs  hand,  and  engaged  to 
him  in  the  covenant  of  redemption,  from  eternity,  that 
he  would  do  all  things  neceflary  for  accomplifhing  the 
marriage 
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a.  Bccaufc  there  muft  be  an  union  of  natures  be* 
twixt  the  Bridegroom  and  the  bride ;  (it  wa?  not  pot 
fible  that  we  could  be  matched  with  the  divine  nature  j) 
therefore  he  becomes  a  man,  and  takes  on  our  nature, 
that  there  might  be  an  union  of  natures. 
.  3.  Becaufe  the  bride  is  a  flave,  he  pays  her  ranfom, 
fubftitutes  himfclf  in  her  room,  takes  on  her  debt,  and 

Eays  all  that  fhe  owed  to  juftice,  and  then  takes  on  with 
en  But,  on  our  part,  juft  nothing  at  all:  we  had  no 
hand  in  the  covenant  of  redemption ;  no  hand  in  the 
contrivance  of  falvation ;  we  knew  nothing  about  the 
bufinefs ;  we  had  no  thoughts  of  a  Redeemer ;  deferv- 
cd  nothing  but  pure  wrath :  we  were  lying,  with  full 
contentment,  in  the  devil*s  territories  when  Chrift  was 
carrying  on  the  match, 

(6.)  How  is  the  marriage  concluded  upon  his  part  ? 

1,  He  fends  forth  his  ambafladors  to  court  for  him, 
as  Abraham  did  his  fervant  for  Ifaac ;  aind  there  is  a 
great  work,  indeed,  to  make  her  give  her  confent. 
Let  angels  in  heaven  unite  their  tcpicks  of  perfuafion, 
they  'could  not  prevail  with  one  foul,  if  a  converti:fig 
day  were  not  come :  but  they  muft  always  fpeak  fair  to 
her.  How  rhetorical  was  Abraham's  fervant  for  his 
maftcr  ?  he  hath  but  one  child,  and  that  child  hath  great 
riches ;  he  fecks  no  portion  with  Rebecca,  only  her 
confent.  Thus  he  rhetorizes  and  fiouriflies  exceed- 
ingly, and  perfuades  with  the  greateft  motives.  But  yet 
the  ambaffadors  of  Chrift  have  a  larger  commiffion,  if 
our  eyes  were  opened  to  fee  it :  they  are  fent  forth  to 
make  love  to  the  bride,  and  in  his  name  to  commend 
Chrift. 

2.  He  concludes  the  marriage  thus.  The  bride  be- 
ing wretchedly  ignorant  of  her  true  happinefs,  there- 
fore his  Father  dijireffcs  her  v/ith  the  debt  that  fhe  owes 
to  him ;  and  the  wretched  perfon  is  forced,  for  feme 
time,  to  mount  Sinai ;  and  there  God  defcends  in  all 
the  circumftances  of  terrible  majtfty ;  he  thunders  a- 
gainft  her,  curfes  her  ;  Curfcd  is  every  one  that  contintt- 
eth  not  in  all  thinrj  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the 
law  to  do  them.  Gal.  iii.  10.  God  exads  alllW  A.^X.^ 
confcicnce  roars,  and  the  devils  arc  let  \oofc  \  ftv^  ^^-^x^ 
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hell  and  wrath ;  and  God  declares,  in  the  gofpel,  that 
the  wretched  bankrupt  fhall  go  to  prifon,  and  ly  eter- 
nally in  hell,  if  (he  do  not  take  on  with  his  Son,  marry 
him,  and  believe  on  him.  Thus  the  bride  is  forced  to 
an  extremity :  fome  have  more,  fome  have  lefs  of  this 
law-work ;  but  all  are  humbled  and  broken  in  fome 
meafure,  who  are  married  to  Chrift :  he  fends  forth  his 
Spirit  and  convinces  the  world  of  fm.  But  this  would 
not  do  either ;  and  therefore, 

3.  The  Bridegroom  fees  that  nothing  but  condefcen^ 
Jion  will  do  it ;  and  fo  he  appears  in  all  his  glory :  when 
the  bride  is  full  of  fears,  perplexities,  and  an^ctics ; 
when  the  terrors  of  God  are  furrounding  her,  and  the 
arrows  of  the  Almighty  drinking  up  her  fpirils,  and 
when  ftie  is  crying  out.  What  Ihall  I  do?  Whether 
fhall  I  go  ?  Then  the  bridegroom  appears  in  all  his  ex- 
cellency and  glory,  and  feys.  Behold  me,  behold  me; 
and  (he  gets  a  view  of  him  that  raviflies  her  heart,  and 
enlarges  her  foul :  then  it  is  that  the  Spirit  is  fent  to  de- 
termine her  to  confent.  The  manifeftation  of  his  glo- 
ry does  enlighten  her  mind  and  fpirit ;  and  immediately 
grace,  upon  the  will,  draws  out  the  whole  heart  after 
him ;  fo  that  if  the  bride  could  be  grieved  and  pained 
upon  the  marriage-day,  it  would  be  for  her  folly  in 
refufmg  him  fo  long. — But  what  is  done  upon  the  bride's 
part,  for  concluding  the  match  ?  Nothing  at  all ;  but 
the  whole  foul  is  enabled  to  acquiefce  in  a  Redeemer; 
and  the  believer  is  ready,  at  fuch  a  time,  to  fay.  He  is 
my  Lord,  my  God,  myjlrength,  my  all,  and  fhall  be  for 
ever.— Thus  you  have  a  brief  fcheme  of  the  nature  and 
way  of  this  marriage. 

Having  fpoken  but  very  briefly  to  the  former  heads, 
I  fhall  here,  before  I  proceed  to  the  reafons  of  the  doc-^ 
trine,  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  the  time  of  this  marriage- 
union  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers.  We  told  you  how 
this  match  was  concluded  and  compleated  by  Chrifl,  and 
now  we  fay,  there  is  a  ftated  day  and  time  for  the 
concluding  thereof:  and  upon  this  head  we  may  re-, 
mark, 

I/?,  That  there  is  a  two-fold  day  we  are  to  confidcr 
in  this  marriage,  namely,  the  day  of  efpoufaU  on  earth, 

and 
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and  the  day  of  czrS-inmat'y.n  in  heaven ;   and  wc  may 
compare  thefe  two  tceerher  in  a  few  words. 

I.  The  day  of  efioufals  here  is  ufhered  in  with  a 
very  dark  momrng,  or  rather  an  evening,  upon  the 
bride's  part,  with  the  wrath  of  God,  and  :he  law :  as 
it  was  faid,  7k^  sz^r,;^^  ard  thi  mzminz  rzas  the  day  ; 
fo,  in  this  contract,  th-t  eveninz  of  legai  zerrczi,  at  Icift 
fome  humiliation,  uisrs  in  ihe  morning :  Buz  z.%  to 
the  confummadoa,  rh-rre  ii  a  ^eat  deal  ot  ^Ic 
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it,  the  foul  beine  t::.keri  :g  htavcn  already,  ana  the  b^j- 
dy  flecping  fwectiv  in  :he  erav*,  a  bed  wacrc  tJ*e  bricit> 
groom  lay  three  liavs  before  her. 

2.  In  the  day  of  efpcuik::,  wh*^  the  perfr.n  ;?*::*.:  a 
Tidonr  over  ccrrjction,  and  r.r.cfs  litrir  i\.TT.z.'/  vr  r^ 
no  fenfible  workinz  ct  it,  yc:  rh'tre  :»  a  p^— ;'  Vi'i:ii^ 
at  the  fame  time,  thar  oppcfc  the  nratch,  ar.'i  w  L>:L  v  it 
afterwards  get  our  it*  hea-i.  ar.i  'sciil  iy?  fri'J  «.rt.ui:!:ir 
the  bclicrer,  while  he  U  on  csrrri :  but,  :n  r::*^  ca*  2: 
confunmiation,  there  :*  no  f.ch  thin? ;  ry;,  ^:;j*:if:' .  i-x 
fin^  no  corrupticn ;  bu:  the  •xh.ole  fo  J  g-xi  ou'.  Kaoif 
upon  the  bride^rccm- 

3.  The  ciDr/zhh  are  carried  en  feire*!v  ^   r  i:;ii-  ^ 
the  perfon  ii  firring  at  your  £.de,  ar-i  )'^u  ti:  :ic  sr. 
nor  know  when  Chrift  U  making   ip  tat  iisati.     -^ 
perhaps,  on  htj  knees  at  heme,  d^n:  u  ^  itror.  sc 
adion :  But  the  coojfiunmacioo  v31  be  faJiwR 
of  angdsy  milfexis  of  fimo,  and 
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prccife  moment  is  agreed  upon  betwixt  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  in  the  covenant  pf  redemption,  from  c- 
temity. 

arf,  We  remark,  that  the  Bridegroom  waits  patient^ 
ly  for  that  moment  that  is  agreed  upon  betwixt  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son ;  he  longs  for  it,  he  defires  it.  The 
believer  many  times  is  ready  to  think,  O,  Chrift  is  not 
willing !  I  have  fet  days  apart,  I  have  gone  to  my  knees, 
I  have  fought  him  in  and  about  this  and  the  other  or- 
dinance, and  yet  I  could  not  clofe  with  him:  I  have 
been  almoft  dipt  in  hell  with  affliftion,  yet  my  heart 
was  never  melted ;  furely  Chrift  \i  not  willing.  O  let 
us  flee  the  borders  of  blafphemy !  *"  The  Lord  Jtfus  is 
willing ;  but  the  fulnefs  of  time  is  not  yet  come :  there 
,is  a  fet  moment  of  his  coming  to  his  people,  and  for 
this  they  are  to  wait;  yea,  for  this  he  wsuts  himfelf, 
according  to  that  fcripture,  which  I  Ihall  read  to  them 
that  cannot  get  that  iu  duties  and.  ordinances  which  they 
have  been  long  looking'  for;  Ifa.  xxx.  i8.  therefore 
ivfll  the  Lord  wait,  that  be  may  be  gracious  unto  you ;  and 
therefore  will  he  be  exalted^  that  he  may  have  mercy  upon 
you  :  For^  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  judgment ;  bleffed  are  all 
they  that  wait  for  him.  He  will  wait  upon  the  very  mo- 
.  ment  of  time,  for  the  day  of  Salvation ;  he  knowa  the 
proper  feafon.  The  crane,  the  fwallow,  and  the  ftork 
know  their  feafons,  by  the  natural  inftinft  God  hath- 
given  them ;  and  will  he  not  know  his  own  feadbn  ?  yea, 
he  waits  to  be  gracious. 

4/A  Remark,  That  when  the  time* comes,  then 
there  is  a  fweet  conjundion  of  all  circu.mftances  to  con- 
clude the  work ;  all  things  work  pleafantly  together  to 
compleat  the  match ;  confcience  goes  right  to  work, 
the  word  is  made  lively,  the  Spirit  afts  powerfully  and 
fweetly  in  the  foul :  there  is  an  aufpicious  conjundion 
•  of  all  favourable  circumftances,  for  determining  the 
bride,  and  drawing  out  her  heart. 

^th  Remark,  That  there  are  feveral^/^wj  and  charac'^ 
iers  of  this  day,  by  which  it  may  be  known.  What 
are  the  figns  of  it  ?  you  fhall  fay..  I  fhall  not  ftand  on 
this,  only  it  is  a  day  of  light ;  great  light  breaks  in  up- 
on the  mind :  it  is  a  day  of  love  j  much  love  is  let  in 

upon 
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upon  the  heart :  it  is  a  day  of  power,  wherein  the  bride* 
is  perfuaded  and  overcome  j  difficulties  are  furmounted, 
enemies  conquered,  and  the  bride's  will  is  moulded  in- 
to a  compliance ;  it  is  a  day  of  amazement.  O  what 
an  extafy  of  wonder  is  raifed  in  the  perfon's  heart !  I 
was  blind,  now  I  fee ;  I  was  dead,  now  I  live ;  I  was 
weak,  now  I  am  (trong ;  this  morning,  perhaps,  I  was 
under  affliSion,  and  under  the  terrors  of  God,  and 
now  he  hath  ravilhed  me  with  the  confolations  of  his 
Spirit :  I  was  aflfraid  of  hell,  now  I  have  the  hope  of 
heaven  and  eternal  life.  O  what  a  day  of  wonder  is  it! 
LafUy,  It  is  a  day  of  vows ;  the  foul  will  be  ready  to 
break  forth  in  fuch  a  day,  crying.  What  Ihall  I  fpeak 
for  him  ?  What  fhall  I  fuffer  for  him  ? 

A  Jixtb  and  Iq/i  remark,  on  this  head  is,  that,  in 
this  ftated  day  of  efpoufals,  the  bridegroom  manifejis 
his  glory  to  the  bride ;  when  he  intimates  to  the  foul, 
Thy  Maker  is  thy  hu/band^  he  fhews  his  glory ;  his  ab- 
folute  glory,  his  comparative  glory,  his  relative  glory ; 
they  are  all  one  upon  the  matter,  yet  there  is  a  formal 
diflferent  confideration  of  them. 

t.  His  abfolute  glory  is  manifefted.  What  does  the 
foul  fee,  that  is  matched  and  married  to  Chrift  ?  Alas ! 
fome  fee  nothing  but  dreams  and  fancies ;  but  when 
the  believer  is  matched  with  Chrift,  he  fo  deals  with 
him  as  with  Mofes,  he  makes  all  his  glory  to  pafs  be- 
fore him :  The  perfon  gets  a  view  of  the  glorious  at- 
tributes of  the  Son  of  God. 

2.  He  manifefts  his  comparative  glory ;  nou  art  more 
excellent  than  hills  of  prey  ;  fairer  than  the  fons  of  men  : 
the  bride,  the*  believer,  fees  him  as  the  apple-tree  among 
the  trees  of  the  woody  every  way  incomparable.  What- 
ever he  be  compared  to,  he  excells  it ;  if  he  be  a  lilly, 
he  is  the  lilly  of  the  vally  ;  if  he  be  a  rofe,  he  is  the  rofe 
of  Sharon  ;  if  he  be  a  plant,  he  is  the  plant  of  renown  ; 
if  he  be  a  phyfician,  he  is  the  phyfician  of  value ;  if  an 
advocate,  he  is  an  advocate  with  the  Father :  he  is  re- 
prefented  without  any  parallel. 

3.  His  relative  glory  is  manifefted :  he  is  difcovered 
as  a  glorious  Prieft,  a  glorious  Prophet,  a  glorious 
Kii^gj  a  glorious  Huft)and,   a  glorious  Redeemer  and 
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Saviour ;  and  there  will  be  a  fight  of  his  glorious  ful- 
neik  in  all  thefe  relations,  and  the  glorious  fitnefs  of 
that  fufEciency  and  fulnefs,  all  fuited  for  the  foul :  and 
thus  revealing  himfelf,  he  removes  all  jealoufies  and 
miftakes  from  the  bride,  fupplies  all  her  wants,  heals 
all  her  difeafes,  and  out-bids  all  her  rivals,  who  can  of- 
fer nothing  to  allure  the  foul,  while  he  can,  and  doth 
lay,  I  am  All-fufficient  to  help  thee. 

ni.  I  come  now  to  the  third  thing  propofed,  namely. 
To  oflFer  fome  reafons  of  the  doftrine,  why  Chrift  comes 
under  a  marriage-relation  to  believers.    I  anfwer, 

1.  His  own  fovereign  will  is  the  beft  reafon  why  he 
comes  under  a  marriage-relation  in  this  cafe ;  Even  fo 
Father^  forfo  itfeems  good  in  thy  Jighty  Matth.  xi.  28. 
His  actions  are  not  to  be  examined  at  the  bar  of  our 
reafon :  He  hath  mercy ^  becaufe  he  will  have  mercy. 

2.  His  love  to  them  makes  him  come  under  fuch  a 
relation  to  them ;  /  have  loved  thee  with  an^ everlci/iing 
love  ;  therefore  with  everlq/iing  kindnefs  have  I  drawn 
thee.  Love  is  the  motive  that  engages  him ;  love  brought 
him  out  of  heaven  for  them ;  love  n^led  him  to  the 
crofs  for  them ;  love  laid  him  in  a  grave  for  them ; 
and  love  engages  him  to  a  marriage-relation  with  them. 

3.  He  does  it  for  the  glory  of  his  own  free  grace, 
mercy,  and  love.  As  love  and  mercy  was  his  motive, 
fo  it  was  his  end,  that  he  might  difplay  and  difcover  it 
to  the  utmoft.  This  attribute  is  at  its  utmoft  line.  In- 
finite wifdom  could  have  contrived  a  thoufends  worlds, 
and  infinite  power  could  have  made  them,  but  the  love 
of  God  hath  gone  to  its  utmoft  height ;  it  is  not  poifible 
for  Chrift  to  give  a  greater  demonftration  of  his  love 
than  he  hath  done,  in  giving  his  life  for  the  bride,  and 
entering  into  a  marriage-relation  with  her. 

4.  He  does  it,  that  he  may  furnifli  work  for  the  blef- 
fed  company  in  the  higher  houfe ;  for  on  the  earth  the 
contraQ:  is  only  drawn  up :  this  is  only  the  day  of  c- 
fpoufals ;  heaven  will  be  the  day  of  confummation  of 
the  marriage :  this  is  only  a  courting  and  wooing  time ; 
but  the  day  will  come  when  the  nuptial  folcmnity  fliall 
be  celebrated,  and  that  fhall  continue  while  the  day  of 

il  eter-. 


Serm.  in.      ^be  Best  Match.  157 

eternity  iafb. — ^This  Ihall  fufEce  for  the  rcafons  of  th^ 
do&rine. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  was.  To  make  fome  applicati- 
m;  and  it  may  be,  i.  For  information.  2.  Lamenta- 
tion. 3.  Examination.  4.  Exhortation.  Now  of 
thcfc  in  their  order. 

(i.)  For  imformation.  Is  it  fo,  that  there  is  a  marriage- 
relation  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers  ? 

I.  This  informs  us  of  the  infinite  love  of  God  tow^Lids 
loft  finners,  m  giving  his  own  Son  to  be  a  Hufband  and 
Redeemer  mito  them ;  God  fo  loved  the  worlds  that  he 
gave  his  only  begotten  Son^  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him 
might  not  perijh^  but  have  everlajiing  life^  John  iii.  16. 
God  fo  loved  the  world,  as  neither  angels  nor  men  can 
tcU. 

a.  This  informs  us  of  the  infinite  Icve  of  Chrift^  in 
condefccnding  to  be  a  hufband  to  fuch  a  bride.  It  could 
never  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  the  wifeft  angel  in 
heaven,  that  Chrift,  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  (hould 
become  man ;  and  far  lefs  that  he  ftiould  take  fuch  a  fil- 
thy and  deformed  creature  and  bride  by  the  hand,  as  fin- 
ners are:  if  he  had  given  us  our  deferving,  he  would  have 
made  his  juftice  to  ride  in  triumph  over  us,  and  hell  to 
refound  with  eternal  hollows  of  praife  to  incenfed  juftice ; 
but,  to  the  quite  contrary,  he  hath  fo  ordered,  that  hea- 
ven fliall  refound  with  eternal  halelujahs  of  praife  to 
his  gracious  mercy  and  free  grace,  in  chufing  thofe  that 
were  enemies,  and  admitting  them  to  his  bleffed  bo- 
fom. 

3.  This  doftrine  informs  us  of  the  believer^s  fafetj. 
Having  Chrift  for  her  huft)and,  who  can  hurt  her  ?  It 
is  the  duty  of  a  hufband,  you  know,  to  proteft 
and  defend  his  fpoufe ;  and  to  be  fure  Chrift  will  not 
be  wanting  in  this  to  his  bride  :  He  will  hide  them  in  the 
fecret  of  his  prefencefrom  the  pride  of  men  ;  he  will  keep 
them  fecretly  in  a  pavilion^  from  the Jirife  of  tongues^  Pfalm 
xxxi.  20.  About  all  the  glory  he  makes  a  defence^  Ifa.  iv.  5. 
He  covers  them  with  the  mantle  of  his  providence,  the 
mantle  of  his  righteoufnefs,  the  mantle  of  his  intercef- 
fion,  the  mantle  of  his  Spirit  j  fure  then  the  bride  of 
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C3irift  is  in  abfolutc  fafety :  he  hath  retiring  chambeiil 
for  her,  to  hide  her  in  till  the  day  of  indignation  be 
overpaft* 

4.  This  dodrine  lets  us  fee,  that  believers  are  no 
iuch  mean  and  defpicable  perfons  as  the  world  generally 
takes  them  to  be ;  they  are  Chrift's  bride,  and  he  is 
their  hulband :  and,  O  what  an  honour  is  it  fa  be  mar- 
ried to  the  Son  of  God !  Having  him  for  an  hufband, 
they  come  to  be  related  to  all  Chrift*s  relations ;  God  is 
their  Father,  becaufe  he  is  his  Father ;  angels  are  their 
fervants,  becaufe  they  are  his  fervants ;  faints  arc  their 
fellow-brethren,  becaufe  they  are  his  members;  hea- 
ven is  their  inheritance,  becaufe  it  is  the  kingdom 
of  their  hufband.  In  a  word,  whatever  is  his,  is 
theirs ;  And  all  things  are  purs^  for  ye  are  ChriJPsy  and 
Cbriji  is  God^s,  2  Cor.  iii.  22,  23. 

(2.)  For  lamentation.  Is  it  To,  that  there  is  a  marriage- 
relation  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers?  This  calls  for 
deep  lamentation  in  thefe  two  particulars. 

I.  It  calls  us  to  lament  that  Chrift  fhould  have  fo 
few  brides  among  us,  though  he  be  wooing  and  court- 
ing us  by  the  gofpcl,  crying,  Behold  me^  behold  me^  Ifa. 
Ixv.  I.  Yet  where  is  the  man  or  woman  that  is  prevail- 
ed with  to  enter  a  match  with  this  glorious  bridegroom? 
Though  he  be  fairer  than  the  fens  of  men,  and  conde- 
fcends  to  offer  marriage  with  finners,  who  are  as  black 
and  ugly  as  hell  itfelf,  yet  they  fet  him  at  nought,  and 
give  him  jufl  ground  for  that  melancholy  complaint^ 
My  people  would  not  barken  to  voice ^  Ifrael  would  have  none 
of  me  J  Ffalm  Ixxxi.  1 1.  And  may  he  not  appeal  to  the 
very  immaterial  creation,  to  judge  of  our  folly,  as  he  did 
of  old  to  Ifrael?  Jer.  ii.  12,  13..  Hear,  O  heavens,'  and 
give  ear,.  O  earth  ;  yea,  be  ajlonifhed  and  horribly  afraid^ 
for  my  people  have  committed  two  great  evils :  they  have 
forfaken  me  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and  hewed  thjem 
cut  ciflerns,  broken  ciflerns,  that  can  hold  no  water. 

2.  This  doftrine  may  afford  us  matter  of  lamentation 
alfo.  That  believers,  who  are  efpoufed  to  him,  fhould 
walk  fo  univorthily  of  fuch  a  hufband.  You  know  "a 
wife  fhould  demean  herfelf  conform  to  the  charafter  of 
ier  hulbaridj  and  where  her  carriage  is  bafc  and  mean, 

it 
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it  refleds  a  diflionour  on  him.  O  how  unfuitable  is  it  to 
ifcc  Chrift's  bride  blackened  with  the  filth  of  hell!  to  fee 
thofe  who  have  ftricken  hands  with  Chrift,  in  a  mar- 
riage-covenant, joining  hands  with  lulls  and  idols,  and 
defiling  themfelves  with  them ! 

(3.)  For  examination.  Let  us  try  if  we  be  thus  mar- 
ried and  related  to  Chrift ;  whether  he  be  our  hufband, 
and  we  his  bride  and  fpoufe. 

I  Ihall  oflFer  a  few  marks  whereby  we  may  know  whe- 
ther or  not  we  be  married  unto  this  glorious  hufband ; 
and  they  may  be  drawn  from  the  confideration  of  the 
antecedents,  the  conftituents,  and  the  confequents  of 
this  marriage. 

ijlj  Try  by  the  antecedents  to  the  marriage-contraft. 
Before  ever  Chrift  did  contra£k  with  thee,  didft  thou  ob- 
fcrve  him  courting  thy  foul  before  this  contrad  ?  Here 
is  a  courting.  Now,  how  did  Chrift  court  vou? 

li  Did  he  court  you  by  the  aujierity  of  the  lawj  as 
with  fire  and  fword?  Did  he  court  you  by  fuch  a  word 
as  that.  Thou  art  a  curfed  wretch ;  For,  curfed  is  every 
one  that  continuetb  not  in  all  that  are  written  in  the  book  of 
the  law  to  do  them?  Gal.  ii.  16.  Did  he  court  you  by 
fuch  a  word  as  that,  Curfed  is  every  one  thai  doth  the 
work  of  the  Lord  negligently  ?  Did  he  court  you  thus,  by 
the  fpirit  of  bondage,  with  the  terrors  of  God,  as  cloth- 
ed with  vengeance,  telling  thee,  thou  art  an  heir  of  hell 
and  wrath,  a  child  of  the  devil  ?  Did  he  court  thee  fo  as 
thou  waft  furrounded  with  fear  and  trouble  ? 

2.  Did  he  court  thee  as  by  the  aufterity  of  the  law; 
fo  by  ihtfweetnefs  of  the  gofpel^  when  he  faw  thee  caft 
down,  when  he  faw  thee  a  poor  heavy  laden  finner, 
like  to  be  cruflied  under  thy  weights  ?  Did  he  then 
court  you  with  fuch  a  word  as  that.  Come  unto  me,  all  ye 
that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden^  and  I  will  give  you  reft^ 
Matth.  xi.  28.;  or  with  fuch  a  word  as  tlaat,  //<?,  every 
one  that  thirfieth,  come  to  the  waters  ;  he  that  hath  no 
money ^  come  ;  buy  wine  and  milk  without  money  and  with- 
cut  price  J  Ka.  Iv.  i.  Flee  to  your  firong  holds^  yeprifoners 
of  hope.     Did  he  thus  court  you  with  the  gofpel -offer? 

3.  Did  he  court  you  by  his  love-letters?  This  is  ano- 
ther antecedent  of  the  contrafl:.     Got  you  ever  a  love- 
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httcr  fcnt  from  Chrift  out  of  heaven  ?  But  you  will  fay. 
What  is  the  love-letter?  even  the  Bible;  Seareb  the 
fcriptures^  thefe  are  they  that  tejlify  me^  John  v.  39.  Here 
there  are  the  declarations  of  the  love  of  Chrift  to  thy 
foul :  here  there  are  love-promifes  in  thefe  letters,  that 
fliall  be  yours.  There  is  a  love-covenant  in  thefe  let- 
ters. Have  you  read  and  pondered  them  ?  And  can 
you  fay  that  Chrift  fpake  them  in  to  your  heart  ?  If  it 
be  a  text  that  was  preiached  upon,  or  if  it  be  a  iingle 
worci^  O  Chrift  dropt  that  into  my  heart !  and  I  thmk 
it  will  go  with  me  to  my  death-bed,  it  came  wit|h  fuqh 
life  and  power.  In  a  word.  Got  you  any  gifts  before 
the  niarriage-contraft,  fuch  as  the  gift  of  true  convi6K- 
on,  fuch  as  the  gift  of  heart-contrition,  the  gift  of  real 
humiliation,  the  gift  of  felf-denial,  the  gift  of  faith? 
Thefe  are  given,  fome  before,  fome  at  the  contraft. 
idly^  Try  by  the  conjiituents  of  the  marriage. 

1.  If  this  marriage  be  made  up  betwixt  Chrift  and 
thee,  then  thou  haft  put  away  all  lovers  befides  Chrift  j 
the  right  hand  will  be  cut  ott,  the  right  eye  put  out ; 
you  will  be  divorced  from  all  other  huft)ands,  particu- 
larly from  the  law ;  ye  muft  be  dead  to  the  law,  that  ye 
may  be  married  to  another  hufl)and,  even  to  Chrift. 
But  you  will  fay,  What  is  it  to  be  dead  to  the  law  ?  I 
anf^er,  It^is  not  to  lay  it  afide  as  the  rule  of  obedience; 
for  the  law  Ihall  ftill  be  the  rule  and  ftandard  of  the  be- 
liever's obedience,  life,  and  converfation :  but  to  be 
dead  to  the  law,  is  to  be  fenfible  that  the  law  cannot 
fave  us  as  a  covenant  of  works.  It  is  to  difclaim  all 
hopes  of  being  juftified  by  the  law,  or  by  our  works 
or  obedience  to  it.  I  fee  Chrift,  the  glorious  huft)and, 
hath  brought  in  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  anfwering 
the  law  fully :  this  is  the  garment  I  muft  put  on,  and 
caft  off  my  old  filthy  rags. 

2.  Haft  thou  given  a  cordial  confent  upon  the  contraft- 
day  ?  Can  you  fay  you  was  enabled  to  take  him,  as  the 
Pfalmift,  0  my  foul^  thou  hajifaid  unto  the  Lordy  thou 
art  my  Lord ;  and  thou  art  my  God,  my  Head,  my 
Huft)and  ?  Have  you  given  a  rational  confent  to  it  ?  yea, 
a  fuperrational  and  fupematural  confent  ?  a  deliberate, 
chafte,  ftayed,  folemn,  peremptory  confent  ?  Did  you 

fay 
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fay  it  with  faith,  and  with  an  air  of  heaven,  that  he 
was  yours,  and  fhall  be  fo  for  ever  ?  It  is  true,  pcrfons 
may  be  matched  to  Chrift  who  cannot  condefcend  on  the  ^ 
precife  time :  the  Spirit  may  work  many  times  fome  way  ' 
that  we  cannot  know ;  yet  it  is  his  ordinary  way  with 
his  bride,  after  many  toffings,  to  break  in  with  ravifhing^ 
conquering  fweetnefs,  to  draw  forth  her  foul  to  a  folemn 
remarkable  clofing  with  him,  and  confenting  to  him. 
Have  you  then  been  engaged  to  make  over  yourfelf  to 
the  bridegroom,  by  an  unreferved  refignation  of  your- 
felf to  him,  that  you  will  not  only  take  him  wholly,  and 
for  ever,  for  holinefs  and  happinefs,  for  light  and  life> 
for  grace  and  glory,  but  alfo  make  over  yourfelf  to  him, 
foul  and  body,  whatever  you  are,  whatever  you  have 
been?  Have  you  been  thus  made  to  yield  yourfelves  un- 
to the  Lord  ?  Are  you  one  with  him?  Have  you  one 
Spirit  with  him?  Are  you  of  one  faith  with  him,  of  one 
way  with  him,  endeavouring  to  walk  as  he  walked? 
He  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  onefpirity  i  Cor*  iv.  ty. 

3.  Can  you  fay,  that,  upon  the  marriage-day,  you  got 
a  marriage-gift  from  the  Bridegroom?  Among  the  Jews, 
the  bridegroom  was  to  give  a  marriage-gift  to  his  bride : 
Now,  what  gift  got  you  on  this  marriage-day  ?  Can  you 
fay,  indeed  I  got  the  wedding-garment ;  he  clothed  mc 
with  his  righteoulhefs,  which  he  fpan  out  of  his  own 
bowels,  weaved  with  his  own  hands,  and  dyed  with  his 
own  blood ;  and  thus  all  my  guilt  is  covered,  the  curfc 
is  done  away  ?  This  is  indeed  what  few  get ;  yet  fome 
have  been,  and  are  able  to  fay,  I  am  delivered  from  the 
wrath  to  come ;  and  there  is  no  condemnation  to  mc  ; 
and  on  fuch  a  time  I  got  alfo  an  ornament  of  the  graces 
with  the  Spirit,  which  I  wear  as  jewels,  viz.  faith,  love, 
obedience,  patience,  humility ;  and  I  got  the  promife  of 
an  hundred-fold  here,  stnd  I  am  expefting  more  gifts 
yet,  before  the  marriage  be  confummate  ;  I  am  expec- 
ting more  affurance,  I  live  in  the  hope  of  glory ;  I  cxpeQ: 
a  fealed  pardon  of  all  my  fins,  and  I  look  to  get  the  ear- 
nsft  of  the  Spirit,  and  more  every  day. 

4.  Another  conftituent  of  ^this  marriage-contraft  is, 
the  bride,  on  that  day,  puts  off  out  vail,  and  puts  on  an- 
other. This  was  the  Jewiih  cuftom,  the  brides  put  off  the 
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vail  of  bafhfulnefs,  and  put  on  the  vail  of  fubjeftion. 
Chrift*s  bride,  before  the  marriage,  cannot  look  the 
Bridegroom  in  the  face,  is  aihamed  to  look  upon  him ; 
but  ftie  is  made  to  put  oflFthis  vail  in  the  prefence  of  her 
former  lovers,  ind  to  take  Chrift  by  the  hand,  and 
then  (he  puts  on  the  vail  of  fubjeftion,  whereby  fhe 
promifes,  in  his  ftrength,  to  fubjed  herfelf  to  her  huf- 
band*s  wilL  Have  we  thus  promifed  to  be  obedient  to 
his  commands,  in  his  own  ftrength,  whatever  he  in- 
joins  us  to  do  or  fuiFer  ? 

■  3^//,  Try  by  the  confequents  of  this  marriage.  Woald 
you  know  if  there  has  been  a  contraft  betwixt  Chrift  ' 
and  you  ?  Try  then  by  the  immediate  confequents. 

1 .  Did  you  fee  the  King  in  his  beauty,  and  fuch  a 
glory  and  excellency  in  him  as  could  not  be  paralleled 
by  all  the  glory  of  ten  thoufand  worlds  ? 

2.  What  was  your  converfe  with  him  on  the  concrad- 
day  ?  Can  you  fay,  he  embraced  me  in  his  arms,  and  I 
embra'ced  him  in  my  heart,  and  there  was  fweet  com- 
munion and  fellowfhip  betwixt  him  and  me  ? 

3-  Waft  thou  cro\yned  in  the  marriage-day,  fo  as 
thou  waft  known  by  others,  as  it  were,  to  be  the  bride 
of  Chrift  ?  The  Jews,  they  not  only  crowned  the  bride- 
groom, but  the  bride  alfo.  You  fee  what  the  crown  is 
that  Chrift's  bride  ftiould  have,  Rev.  xii.  i.  There  ap-  \ 
feared  a  great  wonder  in  heaven^  a  woman  clothed  with 
thefiin^  and  the  moon  under  her  feet  ^  and  on  -her  head  a 
crown  of  twelve  Jiars.  The  bride  of  Chrift  is  crowned 
with  the  doftrine  of  the  twelve  apoftles. 

4.  The  bride  of  Chrift  keeps  at  home,  and  delights 
in  the  bride-chamber.  This  is  her  delight  all  the  days 
of  her  life,  to  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord^  to  behold 
the  beauty  of  the  Lord^  and  to  enquire  in  his  temple.  Or- 
dinances will  be  fweet,  being  the  galleries  wherein  the 
King  is  held. 

II.  T¥y  by  the  qualities  and  duties  of  the  bride,  which 
arc  alfo  the  confequents  to  this  marriage.  « 

I.  If  you  be  Chrift's  bride,  then  you  will  love  the 
bridegroom.  Love  is  what  every  wife  owes  to  her 
hufband  ;  much  more  doth  the  believer  owe  it  to  Chrift, 
who  hatli  expreffed  far  more  love  to  this  bride  than  c- 

.  ever 
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rev  a  hufband  did  to  a  wife ;  be  loved  her^  and  gave  him^ 
felffor  her.  He  ftied  the  hottcll  blood  of  his  heart  to 
fave  and  redeem  her.  You  will  love  him  with  a  love 
of  defire  ;  with  my  foul  have  I  defired  tl^ee  in  the  night : 
with  a  love  of  delight ;  my  meditation  of  him  fhall  be 
fweet :  with  a  love  of  benevolence,  wifhing  well  to  his 
intcreft  ;  if  I  forget  thee^  0  Jerufalem,  let  my  right  hand 
forget  her  cunning  ;  Jet  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my 
mouthy  if  I  prefer  not  thee  to  my  chief efi  joy  ^  Pfal.  cxxvii.  5, 6. 
They  that  habitually  love  hufband,  wife,  children,  rich- 
(  cs,  or  any  thing  more  than  Chrift,  have  no  reafon  to 
think  that  they  are  matched  with  them. 

2.  If  we  be  married  to  Chrift,  we  will  trvfl  in  and 
depend  on  our  huft)and.  In  whom  can  a  wife  truft,  if 
not  in  her  hufband?  The  believer  refts  on  Chrift  for 
grace  and  glory ;  and  commits  all  to  him,  ventures  all 
on  him,  and  expefts  all  from  him.  The  foul  that  is  e- 
fpoufed  to  Chrift,  looks  on  the  infinite  virtue  of  his 
blood,  the  infinite  efficacy  of  his  Spirit,  the  infinite  ful- 
nefs  of  his  grace,  the  infinite  dimenfions  of  his  love, 
the  infinite  faithfulnefs  of  his  promife :  in  all  this  he  fees 
an  infinite  ground  of  hope,  and  thereupon  he  ventures, 
and  rolls  all  oYi  him.  Here,  he  fays,  I  will  ftay  and 
reft,  here  I  will  build,  here  I  am  refolved  to  ftay,  here 
I  am  refolved  to  live  and  die. 

3.  If  we  be  married  to  Chrift,  we  will  have  a  %eal 
for  his  glory.     Some  facrifice  Chnft's  intcreft  to  their 

own  honour ;  but  the  believer  fays.  Let  my  Mazier  in- 
creafe,  and  me  decreafe.  Thougli  my  name  ihould  ne- 
ver be  heard  of  in  the  world,  let  Chriit  be  exalted.  (), 
"  fays  Chrift's  bride,  I  would  have  all  the  world  coming 
and  adoring  him !  I  would  have  all  the  world  to  love 
him  !  I  would  have  all  the  world  to  praife  him  !  Efpc- 
cially  when  fhe  is  under  any  lively  influence,  O  then, 
fays  fhe,  if  the  greateft  enemies  knew  what  were  in 
our  Lord,  they  would  come  and  join  with  feim,  as  I 
have  done ! 

4.  The  bride  of  Chrift  cannot  live  wrtbout  him.  An 
honeft  wife  will  be  hard  put  to  it,  to  live  ni?ny  years 
without  her  hufband.  O  it  is  foinetimes  like  a  hell  to 
her  to  mifs  Chrift  in  ordinances !  O  the  fore  moans  and 
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heavy  groans  of  the  dcferted  foul,  that  has  had  the  ex- 
perience of  the  fwectnefs  of  Chrift !  0  that  I  knew  where 
I  might  find  him !  that  I  might  come  even  to  his  feat! 
Job  xxiii.  3.     0  that  it  were  with  me  as  in  months  paji  ! 

5,  If  you  be  Chrift's  bride,  you  will  be  longing  fome- 
times  for  his  fecond  coming ;  lefs  or  more  you  will  dc- 
fire  the  day  of  judgment,  and  long  for  his  appearance. 
The  epilogue  of  all  the  fpoufe's  fweet  difcourfes  is.  Make 
bajlcy  my  Beloved j  be  thou  Hke  a  roe^  or  a  young  hartj  on 
the  mountains  of  Bether^  till  the  day  breaks  and  the 
Jhadows  fly  away.  And  the  conclufion  of  the  whole 
Bible  is,  Come^  Lord  Jefus^  come  quickly^  Rev.  xxii.  20. 
Can  you  fay  you  have  longed  for  his  coming  ?  I  fee  the 
devil  reigAS  here,  corruption  reigns  here,  and  never 
will  things  be  right  till  he  come  again  in  the  clouds, 
and  fet  heaven  and  earth  in  a  flame,  when  thefe  nuptial 
folemnities  (hall  begin  to  be  celebrated,  and  the  mar- 
riage folemnized  while  eternity  lafts. 

6,  If  there  has  been  a  marriage  betwixt  Chrift  and 
your  fouls,  then  readily  you  have  fome  of  the  love-to- 
kens to  prefent ;  I  mean,  fome  experiences  and  fome 
expreflions  of  his  covenant-love:  you  can  tell,  that, 
fome  time  or  other,  he  brought  you  to  the  banquetting- 
houfe,  and  difplayed  a  banner  of  love  over  you.  Some- 
time he  hath  enlarged  your  foul  with  ardent  and  long- 
ing defires  after  him,  and  fatisfied  you  with  the  fat- 
nefs  of  his  houfe.  The  foul  that  is  really  efpoufed  to 
Chrift,  will  readily  have  fome  experiences  of  his  love  to 
tell  of. 

7,  The  fpoufe  of  Chrift  is  a  chafie,  fpoufe.  Idols  ne- 
ver get  her  heart  as  before  ;  though  now  and  then  (he 
may  give  a  fquint  look,  yet  idols  never  have  that  force 
and  room  in  her  affeftions  once  they  had  ;  (he  is  afraid 
of  doing  any  thii\g  that  may  be  difpleafing  and  difho- 
nouring  to  him  :  hence  we  will  find  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift 
hreathirig  out  earneft  defires  and  requefts  to  God,  to 
be  kept  and  led  in  the  way  of  righteoufnefs  ;  0  that  my 
ways  were  direded  to  keep  thy  flatutes^  Pfalm  cxix.  5. 
Hence  (lie  groans  up  her  cafe,  0  wretched  one  that  I  am  / 
who  Jhall  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  Jin  and  death  ! 
Rom.  vii.  :j4.. 

a.  If 
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8.  If  we  be  Chrift*s  bride,  we  will  be  a  fruitful  bride.  ^ 
Let  us  try ;  have  we  never  a  child  of  good  works,  or 
of  grace  ?  Thy  belly ^  fays  Chrift  to  the  fpoufe,  is  as  an 
heap  of  wheats  Song  vii.  2.  You  know  wheat  is  very 
fruitful ;  the  barren  foul  that  never  loved,  never  morti- 
fied, never  repented,  never  gave  alms,  never  appeared 
for  Goa }  that  barren  foul  is  not  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift ; 
for  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift  is  fruitful — Thus  much  by  way 
of  trial. 

4ihly^  For  exhortation.  Is  there  a  fpiritual  marriage 
■betwixt  Chrift  and  believers  ?  O  then !  fliall  we  not  be 
perfuaded  to  come  and  clofe  with  Chrift  for  our  hufband, 
and  take  our  Maker  for  our  huft)and,  our  God  for  our 
huft)and  ?  If  we  be  ambitious,  here  is  the  top  of  ambi- 
tion, Jcfus  Chrift ;  if  we  be  covetous,  here  is  the  true 
riches ;  whatever  we  are,  whatever  we  have  been,  if 
we  come  to  him,  he  will  in  no  ways  caft  us  out :  it  is 
true,  we  cannot  come  of  ourfelves,  but  let  us  cry. 
Lord,  if  I  die,  I  jftiall  be  hurried  under  the  mercy-feat, 
praying,  weeping,  looking,  as  I  can,  and  go  to  hell 
with  Chrift  in  my  heart  as  much  as  I  can.  Come  to 
him,  and  he  will  overcome  your  impotency ;  lay  your 
cafe  before  him,  faying.  Lord,  I  am  a  wretched  one  in 
the  higheft  degree ;  Lord,  here  is  a  great  offer  made, 
I  have  no  heart  to  it ;  O  come  and  give  a  difcovery  of 
a  loft  ftate,  and  of  thy  excellent  glory.  O  draw  out  my 
heart,  and  let  me  die  upon  the  fpot,  rather  than  rejeft 
Chrift  for  ever ! 

Many  motives  might  be  adduced  ;  confider  only, 
I.  The  lovelinefs  and  beauty  of  Chrift.  His  beauty 
is  univerfal ;  he  is  lovely  in  his  perfon,  lovely  in  his  na- 
tures, lovely  in  his  offices,  lovely  in  his  eftates  of  hu- 
miliation and  exaltation,  lovely  in  all  his  relations  ;  his 
beauty  is  transforming,  it  will  make  the  bride  comely 
alfo ;  it  is  communicative,  the  bride  is  made  comely 
through  his.comelinefs.  When  we  fpeak  of  the  comelincfs 
of  Chrift,  we  fliould  let  angels  and  faints  above,  that 
have  the  more  immediate  intuition  of  the  radiant  fplen- 
dor  of  this  bleffed  objed,  go  forth  to  declare  his  glory. 
Every  thing  in  him  is  lovely,  and  nothing  is  lovely  with- 
out bim,  nothing  is  lovely  but  what  proceeds  from  him^ 
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and  goes  to  him ;  he  1$  fo  lovely,  that  he  cannot  poiliblj 
be  otherwife :  he  k  the  primary,  orig'mal,  and  neceflary 

lovdinefs. 

2.  Confider,  as  he  is  lovely,  fo  he  is  loving  ;  his  love 
is  infinite,  eternal,  free,  diftinguifliing^  eflfiSftual;  ne- 
ver man  loved  like  him.  O  how  many  foldings  are  in 
this. love,  as  can  never  be  unfolded? 

3.  Confider,  if  we  clofc  with  Chrift  we  will  give  him 
a  glad  heart ;  his  heart  is  glad  in  that  day,  when  he 
takes  a  poor  finner  by  the  hand ;  the  day  of  his  c^u- 
£ds  is  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  heart.  How  many 
times  have  we  grieved  him  by  our  hypocrify,  and  for- 
mality^, and  backwardnefs  ?  And  would  we  now  give 
hfan  a  glad  heart,  for  all  the  grieved  hearts  we  have  . 
given  him  ?  then  let  us  embrace  him  as  olFeccd  in  the 

tofpel,  and  then  he  will  be  glad.  Why  ?  then  he  will 
^e  the  fruit  of  eledion,  the  fruit  of  redemption,  the 
fruit  of  his  death,  the  fruit  of  his  refurreftion,  the  fruit 
of  his  afcenfion,  the  fruit  of  his  interceflion :  then  he 
gets  back  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  the  loft  fheep 
is  found  again :  then  he  gets  back  the  member  of  his 
ow\i  body. 

I  might  give  fomething  by  way  of  direSihn.  You 
may  fay,  Wliat  fliall  I  do  then,  that  I  may  be  married 
unto  Chrift  ? 

In  one  word,  if  you  would  have  Chrift  for  your  huf- 
band,  O  then  entertain  his  fuit,  and  hearken  to  his 
wooing  and  courting  motions !  Is  he  darting  light  into 
your  hearts,  and  letting  you  fee  the  evil  of  fome  fin 
•that  formerly  ye  delighted  in  ?  O  do  not  refift  his  fuit, 

by  continuing  in  fm  after  this  ! Is  he  ftrengthening 

that  light  fo  as  to  fet  confcience  on  fire  with  the  fenfe 
of  fin,  and  appreherifion  of  wrath  ?  O  quench  not  this 
fire  till  you  get  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation !  o- 

therwife  ye  rejefl:  his  fuit. Is  he  carrying  his  fuit' 

farther,  and  ftirring  up  your  affcdions  to  defire  after 
Chrift !  O  quench  not  this  motion  !  but  cry  to  him  to 
faften  the  nail  fure,  and  carry  on  tlje  work,  till  the  mar- 
riage be  compleatcd. 

Now,  I  might  give  a  word  of  exhortation  alfo  to  them 
that  are  married  and  efpoufed  to  Chrift* 

All 
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All  I  fliall  fay  is  this ;  O  let  Cbrift's  bride  live  on 
Ilim,  arid  take  all  from  him !  as  a  poor  woman  married 
to  a  rich  mani  Ihe  lives  upon  his  riches.  Many  are 
ready  to  fay,.  That  if  Chrift  would  call  us  his  bride,  wc 
would  live  on  ourfelves ;  we  would  pray,  repent,  be- 
lieve, &c. ;  but  the  bride  of  Chrift  muft  get  all  thefc 
things  in  him,  and  take  all  from  him,  and  live  wholly 
on  him,  and  freely  on  him.  When  Jofeph's  brethren 
did  not  know  him,  they  were  buying  and  felling  with 
him,  they  would  have  nothing  from  him  without  mo- 
ney ;  but  when  they  knew  that  he  was  a  brother,  for 
all  the  offences  that  they  had  done  him,  they  were  con- 
tent to  come  down  every  man  of  them,  and  take  all 
from  him'fpr  nothing :  this  is  the  way  you  muft  do  with 
Chrift,  when  matched  to  him;  we  muft  not,  with  the 
.  legalift,  have  repentance  and  duties  of  our  own,  wc 
muft  take  all  from  him,  who  is  the  repofitory  of  all  di- 

^     vine  fulnefs,  whereof  the  believer's  part  is,  out  of  that 

I     fulnels,  to  receive  grace  for  grace. 
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Christ  the  "Peoples  Covenant 

Isaiah  xlil.  6. 
— I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people. — 

MY  dear  friends,  if  your  ears  be  open,  there  arc 
three  things  that  you  may  hear  this  day, 

1.  You  may  hear  what  minijiers  will  fay ;  but  that  is 
a  matter  of  fmall  moment ;  and  it  is  but  a  poor  errand, 
if  you  be  only  come  to  hear  what  a  poor  mortal,  finful 
fellow-creature  will  fay  to  you.  Little  matter  what  we 
fay,  if  God  himfclf  do  not  fpeak  in  to  your  hearts. 
Therefore, 

2.  You  may  hear  what  God  fays  to  you :  this  is  mat- 
ter of  great  moment ;  for  God's  fpeaking  can  make  us 
both  hear  and  live,  though  we  were  as  dead  as  ftocks, 
or  ftones.  He  fpake  the  old  creation  out  of  nothing, 
and  he  can  fpeak  a  new  creation  out  of  us,  who  arc 
worfe  than  nothing.  Indeed  it  will  be  a  wonder,  if  he 
do  not  fpeak  terrible  things  in  righteoufhefs  unto  us, 
becaufe  of  our  fins  ;  and  really  if  he  fpeak  to  us  out  of 
Chrift,  it  will  be  dreadful.     Therefore, 

3.  You  may  come  to  hear  what  God  fays  to  Chrifij 
and  this  is  the  greateft  moment  of  all.  To  hear  wh'at 
minifters  fay  to  the  congregation,  is  a  little  thing ;  to 
hear  what  God  fays  to  you,  is  a  great  thing ;  but  to 
hear  what  God  fays  to  Chrift,  is  one  of  the  greateft 
things  that  can  be  heard.  God  in  his  word  fpeaks  to 
the  fons  of  men,  and  perhaps  you  have  noticed  that.  But 

*  This  was  an  A<5lion-Serinon,  preached  immediately  before  the 
celebration  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  at  Dunfermline,  Auguft  19. 
1722.  To  which  is  annexed.  The  Subftance  of  feme  Difcourfes, 
after  the  Sacrament,  upon  the  fame  fubjeft.  The  after-enlarge- 
ments on  this  fubjed,  were  moftly  placed  under  there  refpe»flive  ge- 
neral heads  of  method.— This  piece  has  already  undergone  nine 
Editions. 

he. 
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he  fpeaks  alfo  to  the  Son  of  God,  to  his  eternal  Son ;  and 
perhaps  that  is  what  you  have  httle  noticed  to  this  day* 
Why,  what  fays  he  to  Chrift  ?  Is  it  any  thingthat  we  the 
people  are  concerned  with  ?  Yes,  what  he  fays  to  Chrift 
is  of  the  greateft  concern  to  us,  and  it  is  this,  I  will  give 
thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people.  O,  might  the  great  and 
eternal  Father  fay  to  his  great  and  eternal  Son,  who  is 
one  God  with  him  and  the  eternal  Spirit,  behold  there 
is  a  company  of  people  meeting  in  Dunfermline  about  a 
communion-table,  with  a  view  to  the  fealing  of  the  co- 
venant ;  but  their  work  will  be  to  little  purpofe,  if  they 
view  not  thee,  my  beloved  Son,  to  be  the  fpring,  the 
fpirit,  the  life,  the  all  of  the  covenant :  their  covenant 
will  be  but  a  poor  bargain  without  thee  ;  and  there- 
for, Behold^  I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people  ! 
O  a  fweet  faying  as  ever  was  faid  in  the  world !  and  no 
wonder,"  for  it  is  a  part  of  a  fermon  whereof  God  him- 
felf  is  the  Preacher,  and  Chrift  is  the  text,  and  the 
Spirit  is  the  voice  that  conveys  it.  If  we  had  much  of 
this  Spirit  with  us,  we  might  fee  how  fweetly  this  glo- 
rious Preacher  handles  this  wonderful  text,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  chapter :  O  how  fweetly  does  he  fpeak 
of  him  in  the  firft  four  verfes  !  and  how  fweetly  does  he 
fpeak  to  him  from  the  fifth  verfe  and  downward ! 

I.  How  fweetly  does  he  fpeak  of  him  ?  Behold  my  fer-^ 

vant  whom  I  uphold^  mine  eled  in  whom  my  foul  delight* 

eth^  etc.     That  Chrift  is  the  fubjeck  here  treated  of, 

you  need  not  queftion,  if  you  compare  this  firft  verfe 

with  Matth.  xii.  18.  where  Chrift  exprefly  applies  it  to 

himfelf:   and  now,   when  the  Father  here  fpeaks  of 

Chrift,  every  word  is  a  word  of  commendation ;    he 

commends  him  for  a  good  fervant  in  his  mediatory 

jRTork,  Behold  my  fervant  whom  I  uphold;  mine  eleSt,   in 

whom  my  foul  delighteth  :  He  commends  him  for  a  welU 

qualified  Saviour  ;  /  have  put  my  fpirit  upon  him^  and  he 

Jhall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles  :  He  commends 

him  for  a  meek  Saviour ;  He  fhall  not  cry^  nor  lift  upp 

ncrcaufehis  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  ftreet,  ver.  2.:  He 

commends  him  for  a  tender-hearted  Saviour  ;  A  bruifed 

reed  fhall  be  not  breaks  and  the  fnokingflax.  fhall  he  not 

-    Vol.  L     \  Y  quench; 
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quench  ;  hejhall  bring  forth  judgment  unto  truths  ver.  3.: 
He  commends  him .  for  an  able  Saviour,  that  will  go 
through  with  his  work,  maugre  all  impediments ;  He 
Jhall  not  fail,  nor  be  difcouragedy  till  he  have  fet  judg^ 
ment  in  the  earthy  ver.  4.;  and  the  ijles  jhall  wait  for 
his  law  ;  the  ifle  of  Britain  not  excepted,  and  not  for- 
getting Scotland  in  the  north-end  of  it. 

2.  Howfweetly  does  he  fpeak  to  him^  from  ver.  5,  6.  ? 
And  here  notice  both  the  divine  preface  to  this  part  of 
the  fermon,  and  then  the  divine  difcourfe. 

(i.)  The  preface,  fliewing  the  glorious  dignity  of  the 
Preacher,  ver.  5.  Thus  faith  the  Lord.  Here  the  glo- 
rious Jehovah  is  commending  himfelf,  as  it  well  be- 
comes him,  and  none  but  him  to  do.  Who  is  it  that 
is  fpeaking  ?  It  is  the  Lord,  the  great  Lord  of  heaven, 
earth,  and  mankind  :  it  is  the  Lord  of  all  the  heavens 
that  is  fpeaking ;  he  that  fpread  forth  the  earth,  and 
that  which  cometh  out  of  it :  it  is  the  Lord  of  all  man- 
kind that  is  fpeaking ;  he  that  gives  breath  unto  the 
people  upon  it,  and  fpirit  to  them  that  dwell  therein..— 
Why  then,  he  is  the  God  that  hath  authority  to  make 
the  following  covenant  with  the  Meffiah,  and  give  a 
commiflion  to  him.     Therefore, 

(2.)  Notice  the  divine  difcourfe  itfelf,  and  what  he  fays 
to  Chrift,  ver.  6.  /  the  Lord  have  called  thee  in  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  will  hold  thine  hand,  and  will  keep  thee,  and 
give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  etc.  He  had  fpoken 
fweetly  of  him,  and  here  he  fpeaks  as  fweetly  to  him : 
and  in  this  fpeech  is  opened  up  to  us  the  great  myftery 
of  the  covenant  of  redemption  betwixt  the  Father  and 
the  Son  from  eternity ;  and  the  opening  thereof  in  time 
makes  it  a  covenant  of  grace  to  us.  And  here  we  may 
fee  feveral  parts  of  the  indenture  he  binds  and  obliges 
himfelf  unto. 

The  firji  piece  of  the  indenture  is,  /  have  called  thee 
in  righteoufnefs.  Here  is  the  vocation ;  he  takes  not 
this  office  of  being  Mediator  upon  him,  without  being 
called  thereto  ;  and  God  called  him  thereto  in  righte- 
oufnefs :  he  was  rightly  called ;  for  the  right  of  re- 
demption fell  into  his^hand :  he  was  rightly  called  ;  for 
he  was  able  for  the  work,  and  fix  foi  \x. ;  \\^  ^^-^  ti^ht- 
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ly  called ;  for  he  was  willing  to  the  work,  and  volun<* 
larily  oflFered  himfelf,  Loj  I  come  ; — /  delight  to  do  thy 
willy  0  my  God :  He  was  rightly  called ;  for  as  God  did 
him  no  wrong,  fo  he  did  himfelf  right,  and  provided 
for  the  glory  of  all  his  perfeftions  in  this  way. 

liYitfecond  piece  of  the  indenture  is,  /  will  hold  thine 
band;  that  is  another  thing  he  fays  to  him:  go,  fays 
he,  and  I  will  hold  thee  by  the  hand  all  the  way ;  I  will 
bear  the  expences  of  that  hard  fervice :  Chrift  goes  this 
warfare  on  God's  charges ;  he  bears  equal  burden  in 
the  work  of  our  redemption.  We  mifplace  our  love, 
if  we  love  not  the  Father  as  well  as  the  Son :  the  three 
glorious  perfons  of  the  adorable  Trinity  had  all  one  will 
to  it,  and  they  go  hand  in  hand  about  it  j  /  will  hold 
thine  hand. 

The  third  piece  of  the  indenture,  or  the  other  thing 
he  fays  to  Chrift,  is,  /  will  keep  thee  ;  I,  fays  the  great 
Jehovah  to  the  God-man  Mediator,  I  will  keep  thee, 
when  the  fins  of  an  eleft  world  fliall  all  meet  upon  thee ; 
when  the  curfes  of  the  law,  the  terrour  of  juftice,  the 
vengeance  of  heaven,  and  the  fury  of  earth  fhall  invade 
and  incompafs  thee,  I  will  keep  and  preferve  thee,  and 
make  all  thefe  red-feas  to  divide  and  make  way  for  thee 
to  pafs  through  triumphantly. 

The  fourth  piece  of  the  indenture  is  in  the  words  of 
our  text,  and  it  is  one  of  the  great  and  glorious  things 
he  fays  to  Chrift  ;  /  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people^  a  light  to  the  Gentiles^  etc.  Whatever  be  their 
malady,  I  will  give  thee  to  be  a  fuitable  remedy.  Have 
they  broken  covenant  ?  I  will  give  thee  to  be  a  better 
covenant.  But  what  of  that,  while  they  are  ignorant  ? 
Why  then,  /  will  give  thee  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles. 
But  what  though  they  have  light,  if  they  have  not  fight 
too  ?  for  a  blind  man  hath  no  benefit  of  the  fun  ;  v>'hy 
then  /  will  give  thee  to  open  the  blind  eyes.  But  what 
though  they  have  both  light  and  fight,  if  they  be  ft  ill 
in  a  dark  prifon,  bound  and  fettered  there  ?  Why,  i 
will  give  thee  for  this  end,  Ti  bring  out  the  prifcners 
from  the  prifon^  and  them  that  fit  in  darknefs  out  of  the 
prifon-houfe.  O  but  thefe  are  fweet  proiTufe?^  wvaA^  vo 
Chrift,  and  in  him  to  us ;  and  the  leading  oiv^,  ^"^"^ 

Y  2  cova- 
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comprehends  the  reft,  i$  in  thefe  word$,  /  will  give  thee 

for  a  covenant  of  the  people^ Where,  without  critical 

divifion,  you  may  nptice  thefe  two  things;  i.  The 
gracious  defignation  and  title  that  Chrift  bears,  a  cove-^ 
nant  of  the  people,  2.  His  glorious  ordinance  and  ap- 
pointment thereto,  /  will  give  thee  for  that  end. 

1 .  The  gloriom  defignation  and  title  of  honour  that  he 
bears ;  he  is  called,  a  covenant  of  the  people :  and  here 
lie  is  difcribed  by  his  relation  to  the  covenant,  and  by 
his  relation  to  us  by  this  means.  His  relation  to  th« 
covenant  is  fuch,  that  he  is  defigned,  the  covenant  it^ 
felf;  he  is  the  head  and  heart  of  the  covenant ;  he  ii^^ 
the  foundation  and  qap-ftone  of  the  covenant ;  the 
botton\  and  top  of  the  covenant ;  the  Alpha  and  Ome- 
ga of  the  covenant ;  the  firft  and  the  laft  letter  of  the 
covenant ;  the  all  in  all  of  the  covenant.  The  firft  co- 
venant-head brake  and  fell ;  and  he  falling,  all  his  feed 
fell.  The  fecond  covenant-head  ftands ;  and  he  ftand- 
ing,  all  his  feed  ftand  in  him ;  My  covenant  Jhall  fiand 
fqfl  in  him.'^Ag^^^j  his  relation  to  us  by  this  means. 
To  whom  is  he  a  covenant  ?  Even  a  covenant  of  the 
people y  of  the  Qentiles,  O  good  news  to  us  poor  Gen- 
tiles! 

2.  His  glorious  ordination  and  appointment  unto  this 
bufinefs  ;  /  will  give  thee  :  and  here  alfo  every  word 
hath  feme  glory  in  it.  Here  is  the  glorious  perfon  or^  * 
daining  him,  in  the  pronoun  /;  I  Jehovah  do  it:  here 
is  the  glorious  perfon  ordained^  in  the  pronoun  thee  ; 
/  will  give  THEE  :  here  is  the  glorious  manner  of  the 
ordination,  it  is  by  way  of  fr^e  and  gratuitous  gift ;  / 
will  GIVE  thee :  and  here  is  the  glorious  reafon  and  mov^ 
ing  caufe  of  the  whole,  even  the  fovereign  will  of  God ; 
/  WILL  give  thee.  But  the  further  explication  of  thefe 
particulars,  1  refer  to  the  profecution  of  the  do^rine. 

Observ.  That^  by  divine  ordinatioriy  Chri/i  is  the  co^* 
venant  of  the  people. 

The  only  fcripture  I  name  for  the  confirmation,    is 

Ifa.  xlix.  8.     Thus  faith  the  Lord,  in  an  acceptable  time 

have  I  heard  thee  ;  and  in  a  day  of  falvation  have  I  help- 

r////<f^/  and  I  will  prefervfi  th^c^  ani  ^t*ve  ibcc  ,for  a  co:* 
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venant  of  the  people,  to  ejlahlijh  the  earthy  to  caufe  to  in- 
herit the  defolate  heritages.  Where  you  fee  the  vifion  is- 
doubled,  becaufc  it  is  true. 

The  method  I  would  endeavour,  through  grace,  to 
follow,  is, 

I.  To  offer  fomc  remarks  concerning  the  covenant 

in  general. 
n.  Shew  how  Chrift  is  the  covenant,  and  in  what  re- 

fpe£ls  he  bears  that  name.  \ 

ni.  Enquire  for  whofe  benefit  he  is  fo  ;  and  thus  fliew 

that  he  is  the  covenant  of  the  people. 

IV.  By  whofe  authority  he  is  fo ;  and  here  fpeak  of 
his  divine  ordination,  and  being  given  of  God  for 
that  end. 

V.  Offer  fome  reafons  of  the  doftrine,  why  he  is  gi- 
ven to  be  a  covenant,  and  why  a  covenant  of  the 
people. 

VI.  Draw  fome  inferences  for  application. 

I.  Theory?  thing  is.  To  offer  fome  remarks  concern- 
ing the  covenant  in  general ;  and  I  confine  them  to 
thefe  four,  which  are  imported  in  the  text  and  dodrine. 

I.  The  firfi  remarkable  thing  imported  in  the  text, 
is,  *  That  the  covenant  rf  works  is  broken^  and  cannot 
^  fave  us ;  and  we  are  broken,  and  cannot  fave  our- 
'  felves.'  There  was  a  covenant  of  works  made  with 
the  firfl  Adam  and  his  feed,  before  the  fall ;  and  there- 
in God  was  upon  thefe  terms  with  man,  Z>o,  and  Live  ; 
and  if  you  do  not,  you  fliall  die.  In  this  law  of  works, 
there  was  a  precept,  and  a  fanftion.  The  precept  is. 
Do  this  ;  that  is,  perform  perfect  and  perfonal  obedience : 
the  fanftion  is.  If  thou  do  not,  thoujhalt  die  ;  importing, 
that  the  reward  of  obedience  was  eternal  life  ;  lihe  man 
that  doth  thefe  things^  Jhall  live  in  them  :  and  that  the 
punifhmcnt  of  difobedience  was  eternal  death ;  The  foul 
that  finneth  Jhall  die.  Gen.  ii.  17,  Now,  as  by  the  fall 
of  mankind,  the  precept  oi  doing  is  broken,  and  the 
penalty  of  dying  is  incurred,  and  eternal  life  forfeited  ; 
ib  our  falvation  is  impoffible  without  a  perfeft  righteouf- 
fiefs  ;  a  righteoufnefs  of  obedience,  performing  the  ^te- 
cept  of  the  law,  and  fo  intitling  to  Ywe-,  ^  x\^\.eo\A- 
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nefs  to  fatisfeiftion,  undergoing  the  penalty  of  the  law, 
and  fo  delivering  from  death.  The  former  is  impoflible 
for  us ;  for,  we  are  dead  in  Jins  and  trefpafesj  and  fo 
can  never  perform  any  duty  acceptable  to  God,  far  lefs 
complete  and  perfeft  obedience.  The  latter  is  impofli- 
ble J  for,  being  both  finite  and  fmful  creatures,  we  can 
never  give  infinite  and  finlefs  fatisfaftion ;  and  fo  we  are 
broken  and  loft  by  the  breach  of  this  covenant.  There 
are  four  things  upon  this  particular,  that  I  prefume, 
you  all  profefs  to  know ;  namely,  i.  The  tenor  of  the 
covenant  of  works,  '  That,  when  God  created  man, 

*  he  entered  into  a  covenant  of  life",  or  works,  with 

*  him,  upon  condition  of  perfefl:  obedience,  forbidding 

*  him  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil, 

*  upon  the  pain  of  death.'  2.  The  breach  of  this  cove- 
vant,  *  That  our  firft  parents,  being  left  to  the  freedom 
'  of  their  own  will,  fell  from  the  eftate  wherein  they 

*  were  created,  by  finning  againft  God,'  and  particular- 
ly, *  by  eating  the  forbidden  fruit/  3.  Our  concern  in 
MIS  original  apoftafy  and  fall  in  Adam,  '  That  the  co- 

*  venant  being  made  with  him,  not  only  for  himfelf, 

*  but  for  his  pofterity,  all  mankind  defcending  from 

*  him  by  ordinary  generation,  finned  in  him,  and  fell 

*  with  him,  in  his  firft  tranfgreffion :  For  by  one  man  fin 

*  entered  into  the  world,  (md  death  by  fin  ;  andfo  death 

*  fajfed  upon  all  men  ^  for  that  all  have  finned^  or,  in  whom 

*  all  have  finned/  4.  The  fatal^  ivoful  effcBs  of  this 
fall  and  breach  of  the  covenant  of  works ;  namely, 

*  That  by  this  mjsans  wc  have  fallen  into  a  ftate  of  fin 

*  and  mifery  ;  that  our  ftate  is  a  finful  ftate,  >Ve  being 

*  guilty  of  Adam's  firft  fin,  wanting  original  righteouf- 

*  nefs,  and  our  whole  nature  being  corrupted,  whence 

*  proceeds  all  our  aftual  fin  ;  and  that  our  ftate  is  a  mi- 

*  ierable  ftate,  having  loft  communion  with  God,  being 

*  under  his  wrath  and  curfe,  liable  to  all  the  miferies  of 

*  this  life,  to  death  itfelf,  and  the  pains  of  hell  for  ever. 

*  Why  ?  The  wages  of  fin  is  deaths  and  we  are  children 

*  of  wrath  ;  and  ciirfed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in 

*  all  things  written  in  the  book  of  the  law^  to  do  them.*  It 
may  be,  it  is  long  fince  ye  knew  thefe  things  in  your 
catechifms :  but,  O,  how  long  is  it  fince  you  believed 

them? 


CHitisT  the  Peoples  Covenant.  ijs 

them  ?  or,  do  you  believe  them  yet  ?  Have  you  fecn 
your  fall  in  Adam,  and  your  woful,  finful,  mifcrabte 
ftate  by  nature,  through  the  breach  of  the  covenant  of 
works  ?  If  you  were  convinced  of  this,  furely  the  news 
of  another  covenant  would  be  welcome  to  you.  But 
then, 

2.  The  fecond  remarkable  thing,  imported  in  the 
text,  is,  *  That  there  is  a  covenant  of  grace  provided^  for 

*  the  recovery  of  fome,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  from  a  ftatc 

*  of  fin  and  death  to  a  ftate  of  righteoufnefs  and  cter- 

*  nal  life;*  or,  you  may  take  it  thus,  *  God  having. out 
^  of  his  mere  good  pleafure,  from  all  eternity,  eleded 

*  fome  to  everlafting  hfe,  did  enter  into  a  covenant  of 

*  grace,  to  deliver  them  out  of  the  eftate  of  fm  and 

*  mifcry,  and  to  bring  them  into  an  eftate  of  falvation 

*  by  a  Redeemer.*  Hence  fuch  fcriptual  expreflions  as 
thefe.  By  grace  ye  arefaved; — not  by  ivorks  of  righteouf^ 
nefs  that  we  have  done  i-^for  if  there  had  been  a  lawj 
[namely,  of  works]  which  could  have  given  life^  verily 
righteoufnefs  fbould  have  been  by  the  law^  Gal.  iii.  i\. 
Now,  this  covenant  of  grace  may  be  confidered,  either 
in  its  original  tranfaftion  from  eternity,  or  in  its  aftual 
manifeftation  in  time. 

(i.)  Confider  it  in  its  original  franfaaion  from  eiernify 
betwixt  the  Father  and  the  Son.  God  having  in  his  c- 
ternal  decree  of  permitting  the  fall,  forefeen  the  ruin  of 
mankind  by  the  breach  and  violation  of  the  covenant  of 
works,  gracioufly  purpofed  not  to  proceed  againft  all 
i;nankind,  according  to  the  demerit  of  their  tranfgreffi- 
on,  in  the  execution  of  that  death  upon  tliem  which 
that  covenant  threatened  ;  and  therefore  a  council  of 
peace  is  called  from  eternity,  and  the  propofal  made 
concerning  the  ftiewing  mercy  to  an  eleft  number,  in  a 
way  that  fliould  be  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  God's 
holinefs,  which  fays,  lliey  muft  do  perfeftly ;  and  of 
God's  juftice,  which  fays.  They  muft  die  eternally. 
Well,  none  in  all  the  creation  of  men  and  angels  were 
able  to  fatisfy  this  propofal :  then  fays  Chrift,  Lo  I  cojuc^ 
Pfal.  xl.  8.  I  offer  myfelf  to  be  their  Surety,  to  give  a 
perfect  obedience  to  the  law,  which  was  the  condition 
of  the  covenant  of  works,  and  to  give  infinite  fatisfafti- 
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on  to  pflFend  juftictf,  in  anfwer  to  the  penalty  incurred 
through  the  breach  and  violation  of  that  covenant.  Lo^  ' 
I  come;  fince  the  law  cannot  be  fulfilled  without  doing, 
nor  juftice  fatisfied  without  doing,  lo,  I  come  to  do  both : 
and  feeing  this  undertaking  muft  be  accompliflicd  by 
one,  who  is  both  finite,  that  he  may  die ;  and  infinite, 
that  he  may  conquer  death  and  wrath ;  I  offer  to  do  it 
01  their  nature,  and  by  an  unfpeakable  myftery  to  be- 
come flelh ;  Loj  I  come  ;  let  the  impannelled  criminal 
go  free.  The  Father  being  infinitely  well-pleafed  with 
this  confent,  encourages  his  eternal  Son,  enters  into  a 
covenant  with  him,  calls  him,  qualifies  him,  promifes 
to  uphold  him  in  the  whole  ivork^  and  to  give  him  for  co- 
venant of  the  people  ;  and  that,  for  making  his  fotd  an 
offering  for  fin^  he  fliouldy^^  hisjked^  ^^^2f^  '^^  travel 
ofhisfoul^  ?jidi  be  fatisfied^  Ifa.  iiii.  ii.  This  is  called 
by  many,  The  covenant  of  redemption  ;  not  that  it  is  an- 
other covenant  of  grace,  but  I  take  it  as  another  confi- 
deration  of  the  fame  covenant.  It  was  made  with  Chrift 
as  the  fecond  Adam,  and  in  him  with  all  the  elefl:  as  his 
feed.  As  it  is  made  with  Chrift,  it  is  properly  condition- 
al to  him ;  the  condition  being  perfefl:  obedience,  and 
complete  fatisfaftion ;  but  as  made  with  the  elefl:  in 
him,  it  is  abfolute;  confifting  of  free  and  abfolute  pro- 
mifes to  them.     But, 

(2.)  Confider  it  in  its  adual  manifejiation  in  time :  and 
here,  omitting  what  might  be  faid  of  the  legal  admini- 
ftration  of  it  under  the  Old  Teftament,  and  the  evan- 
gelical adminiftration  under  the  New,  I  fliall  only  fay. 
That  as  the  tranfaciion  betwixt  the  Father  and  the  Son 
from  eternity,  is  the  fountain,  fo  this  manifeftation  of 
it  in  time  is  the  opening  of  the  fountain :  and  the  grace 
of  God  is  manifefted  in  this  covenant  of  grace  feveral 
ways.  I.  In  that  he  freely  provides  a  Saviour  for  loft 
finners,  ftiewing,  by  the  gofpel,  that  he  hath  made  this 
provifion.  2.  In  that  he  freely  offers  to  finners  a  Me- 
deator,  and  life  and  falvation  in  him.  3.  In  that  he 
not  only  calls  and  commands  them  to  come  to  him  by 
faith,  as  the  means  to  intereft  them  in  him,  and  to  be- 
lieve in  him  for  falvation :  but,  4.  Promifes  his  holy 
Spirit  to  work  m  them  that  faith,  and  all  other  faving 

graces. 
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graces.  And  though  this,  and  all  the  other  abfolute  prd-< 
hiifes  of  the  covenant  fliall  be  certainly  accompUfhed, 
and  aftually  applied  to  the  cleft  only ;  yet,  in  the  eter- 
nal difpehfation  of  the  gofpel,  and  adminillration  of  the 
covenant,  they  are  revealed  and  exhibited  in  a  general 
indefinite  way  arid  manner,  with  an  univerfal  offer 
and  command  to  all  and  every  one  that  hear  this  gofpel, 
to  plead  them,  and  lay  hold  uport  them ;  that  in  this 
way  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel  may  be  left  inexcufable 
that  embrace  it  not ;  and  that  the  eleft  may  be  gather- 
ed inj  made  id  believe,  and  come  under  the  bond  of 
the  covenant. 

3.  The  third  remarkable  thing,  imported  in  the  tcxt^ 
is,  *  That  tliere  is  an  onertefs  and  identity  betwixt  the 

*  covenaiit  of  graccj  as  made  with  Chriji.^  and  as  made 

*  with  us  in  him  ';  both  arc  one  and  the  fame  covertant:* 
for  here  the  Father  is  contraftirig  with  the  Son,  /  will 
^ive  thee  fir  a  covenant  tf  the  peopk  ;  therefore,  that 
Vsrith  the  Son  and  with  the  people  belong  to  one  ind  the 
fame  covenant  i  with  refpedt  to  Chrift,  it  had  its .  con- 
ftitutiori  from  eternity ;  with  refpeft  to  us,  it  hath  its 
applicatiori  in  tinie :  on  this  account  it  is  called,  The  grace 
given  us  in  ChHJi  before  the  world  begdn^  2  Tim.  i.  9. 
And  eternal  Ufcy  which  God  that  cannot  He  prornifed  befiri 
the  world  began^  Tit.  i.  2.  As  the  firft  Adairi  was  our 
public  federal  head,  and  he  and  we  included  in  one  and 
the  fame  covenant  of  works  ;  fo  Chrift,  the  fecond  A- 
dam,  is  our  public  head,  and  the  covenant  of  grace 
with  him  and  us,  is  the  fame  covenant,  though  he  a- 
lone  is  the  Head,  Surety,  and  Mediatbrj  to  whom 
fome  promifes  arid  precepts  are  peculiar :  however,  he 
being  the  covenant  of  the  people,  all  things  prornifed 
unto,  or  to  be  performed  by  the  people,  are  fecured  in 
the  contrad  with  Chrift ;  all  the  condition  of  life  to  be 
performed  is  found  in  him ;  yea,  he  undertakes,  in  that 
coveriant,  the  removal  of  all  obftruSions  and  impedi- 
ments from  within  that  would  hinder  their  attainment 
df  covenant-mercy,  being  fir  a  light  to  the  Gentiles^  to 
take  away^  the  inward  blindnefs  that  is  found  in  them ; 
fo  that,  not  only  all  neceffaries  for  redemption,  but  al- 
fo  neceffaries  for  the  powerful  and  clFc<i^ual  appli?eau6u 
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of  that  redemption,  are  firft  promifed  in  the  covenant 
to  him,  and  then  to  us  in  him,  upon  his  fulfilling  the 
condition  of  pcrfed  obedience.  Is  juftification  promifed  ? 
It  is  firft  to  him,  and  then  to  us  in  him,  Ila.  liii.  11. 
By  his  knowledge^  [or,  by  the  knowledge  of  him^  Jhafl 
my  righteous  fervant  jujlify  many.  Is  fanftification  and 
the  Spirit  promifed  ?  It  is  firfl  to  him,  and  then  to  us 
in  him ;  verfe  firfl  of  this  chapter,  /  will  put  my  Spirit 
upon  him,  and  he  Jhall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gen- 
tiles. Is  glorification  promifed  ?  It  is  firfl  to  him,  and 
then  to  us  in  him;    Rom.  viii.  17.     If  children,   then 

heirs,  heirs  of  God,-  and  joint  heirs  with  Chri/l. ^He 

and  the  people  are  all  in  one  and  the  fame  covenant : 
he,  as  the  glorious  Head,  Surety,  and  Reprefentative, 
having  all  rulnefs  in  him,  both  of  grace  and  glory,  for 
our  ufe  and  behoof;  and  we,  as  members  of  that  body 
whereof  he  is  the  head,  and  in  a  way  of  union  to  him 
by  faith ;  for,  all  the  promifes,  not  only  fome,  but  all 
the  promifes  of  God  are  in  him.  Tea  ;  and  in  him.  Amen  ; 
twice  in  him :  importing.  That  as  the  covenant  of  grace, 
which  is  the  covenant  of  promife,  is  made  jointly  with 
him  and  us  ;  fo  in  the  conflitution  of  the  covenant,  the 
promifes  are  all  made  to  him ;  and  in  the  application  of 
it,  they  are  made  to  us  in  him :  primarily,  and  immedi- 
ately, they  are  made  to  him;  fecondarily,  and  imme- 
diately, to  us  in  him. 

4.  Hence  the  fourth  thing  remarkable,  imported  in 
the  text,  is,  '  Chrifl  is  thie  centre,  in  whom  all  the  lines 
'  of  the  covenant  do  meet  ;*  and  fo  by  an  ufual  figure, 
of  the  part  for  the  whole,  he  bears  the  name  of  the 
whole  covenant ;  /  will  give  him  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people:  the  covenant  of  grace  is  faid  not  only  to  be. 
made  with  him,  but  he  himfelf  is  the  covenant.  And  . 
this  leads  me  to, 

11.  The  fecond  thing,  Tojhew  how  Chri/l  is  the  cove- 
nant, and  in  what  refpefts  he  bears  that  name  ? 

We  reply,  i.  Chrifl  is  the  covenant  of  the  people 
radically  and  fundamentally,  being  the  root,  bafis,  and 
foundation  upon  which  the  covenant  of  grace  flands  ; 
the  alone  foundation  j  Other  foundations  can  no  man  lay 

than 
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than  that  is  laidj  which  is  Jejus  Chriji^  i  Con  iii.  11. 
He  is  the  fure  foundation  that  God  hath  laid  in  Zion, 
Ifa.  xxviii.  16.  The  covenant  of  works,  being  built 
uponfomething  in  man,  it  was  not  fure  work,  and  fo 
the  fabric  tumbled  down :  but  the  covenant  of  grace  and 
mei;cy  is  built  upon  a  never-failing  foimdation ;  it  is  fure 
work  to  eternity ;  and  therefore  fays  God,  Mercy  Jhall 
be  built  lip  for  ever :  why  ?  /  have  made  a  covenarit  with 
my  chofen.  Chrift  is  the  antient  and  eternal  foundation 
of  the  covenant ;  no  other  foundation  is  laid  in  Zion  in 
time,  but  that  which  was  laid  in  the  counfel  of  peace 
from  eternity.  God  hath  promifed  nothing  to  us  in 
time,  but  what  he  purpofed  and  promifed  in  Chrift  from 
eternity ;  He  has  chofen  us  in  him  before  the  foundation 
of  the  worlds  Eph.  i.  4.  and  promifed  eternal  life  in  him 
before  the  world  began.  He  is  the  foundation  of  all 
the  blefSngs  and  privileges  of  the  covenant.  Being  made 
of  God  unto  us  wifdom^  and  righteoufnefs^  fandification^ 
and  redemption.  He  is  the  foundation  of  all  the  pro- 
mifes,  graces,  and  comforts  of  the  covenant.  This 
were  a  large  field,  but  I  go  on. 

2.  Chrift  is  the  covenant  relatively^  in  refpeft  of  the 
relations  he  comes  under  to  it :  we  find  in  fciipture, 
that  he  is  calledvA^  Mediator  of  the  covenant^  Heb.  ix.  1 5. 
Why  ?  he  brings  God  and  man,  that  were  at  variance, 
to  mieet  amicably :  by  the  price  of  his  blood,  he  brings 
God  to  us ;  and  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  he  brings 
us  to  God,  and  makes  up  the  difference. — He  is  called 
the  Teflator  of  the  covenant^  Heb.  ix.  16.  Where  a  tef 
tament  is,  there  is  the  death  of  the  Tejiator :  He  hath 
figned  all  the  articles  of  it  with  his  own  blood,  and  fo 
confirmed  it,  and  made  it  a  teftament.—  He  is  called 
the  Meffenger  of  the  covenant ^  Mai.  iii.  i.  When  God 
would  communicate  his  mind  to  us,  it  is  in  Chrift ; 
when  we  would  communicate  our  mind  to  God,  it  is  in 
Chrift :  whatever  meffage  God  hath  to  us,  or  we  to 
him,  Chrift  bears  it,  and  makes  the  travel,  be  the 
journey  never  fo  dangerous  ;  For  this  is  he  that  came  by 
ivater  and  bloody  i  John  v.  6.  He  came  by  fea,  by  a 
fca  of  water  for  our  fandlification  j  ¥or^  if  he  wnjlo  us  7iot^ 
ive  have  no  part  in  him  ;  and  by  a  fea  of  blood  for  our 
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jliftificatiQn ;  for.  Without  Jheding  of  blood  there  is  no  ror 
mffion.  A  dangerous  voyage  for  bearing  the  meflage.. 
— He  \%  called  the  witnefi  ^the  covenant^  Ifa.  Iv.  5.  / 
'idill  give  him  for  a  witnefs  of  the  people :  He  is  the  true- 
and  faithful  witnefs.  As  he  was  an  eye  and  ear^witnefs. 
to  the  whale  traniadion  of  the  covenant  from  eternity ; 
fo  he  fets  his  feal  to  the  artides  of  it  in  time,  and  bears, 
witnefs  by  his  word,  by  his  blood,  by  his  Spirit.  This 
he  does  eflfe^ually,  fometimes  in  the  hearts  of  his  people, 
when  he  conquers  all  their  unbelieving  doubts  and  jea- 
loufies  of  his  word,  and  fufpigions.  of  his  love,  or  of 
Jiis  Father's  kindnefs. — He  is  called  the  Surety  oftheco- 
ffjenant^  Heb.  vii.  22.  He  is  the  Surety  both  for  debt 
land  duty :  Surety  for  debt ;  thf  law  demanded  of  us  ^ 
debt  of  infinite  fufferiTig,  the  ju{l  demerit  of  pur  .fins, 
which,  if  laid  upon  us,  would  fink  us  for  ever ;  for, 
^he  wages  of  fin  is  death :  And  alfp  it  demanded  a  debt 
pf  perfeft  obedience  and  univerfal  hoUnefs  and  righte-. 
oufnefs.  Now,  we  are  infolvent  debtors,  drowned  in 
debt,  and  unable  to  pay  a  farthing ;  and  unl^fs  there 
be  a  Surety  for  us,  we  cannot  efcape  the  prifon  of  hell, 
and  the  everlafting  wrath  pf  the  omnipotent  God.  Be- 
hold, the  Surety  fteps  in,  pven  in  this  hopelefs  ftate  w^ 
.  are  fallen  into,  pays,  the  debt  to  the  laft  farthing,  and 
put.^  his  name  in  our  bond  *  He  was  made  under  the  lawj 
to  redeem  thofe  thai  were  under  the  law.  And  then  he 
is  Surety  for  duty^  promifing  to  put  his  Spirit  within  usj 
and  caufe  us  to  walk  in  his  fiatutes.  He  is  Surety  for 
both  fides  of  the  covenant ;  Surety  that  alj  that  -  God 
hath  faid  and  promifed  ihall  be  accomplilhed ;  and  Sure- 
ty that  a,ll  that  we  are  pbliged  to  do,  fhall  be  done  for 
us,  and  in  us.  0  fweet  and  gracious  covenant !  — In  a 
word,  he  is  the  Servant  of  the  covenant,  Behold  my 
Servant  whom  I  uphold^  Ifa-  xlii»  i.  Wiji  ye  noff  fays  hc« 
t;o  his  parents  that  were  feeking  him,  that  I  miijl  be  ar 
Ifout  my  Father^ s^  hifinefs  ?  Wh^  bufinefs  ?  \yhat  fer- 
Yice?  Thehardj^fl:  fcrvige  that  ever  \y as,  even  to  fatisfy 
juftice,  to.  fulfil  the  law,  to  conquer  Satan.,  to  purchafc 
heaven,  to  fave  an  eleft  world,  to  endure  the  contra.- 
diction  of  finners  againfl:  himfelf,  in  accomplifhing  this 
^rrice.-T-r*Hc  is  the  Performer  of  the  covenant  j  yea^, 

the- 
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the  Performance  itfclf.  Chrift,  (landing  in  all  thcfe  re- 
lations to  the  covenant,  may  well  be  called  the  cove- 
nant of  the  people. 

3.  Chrift  is  the  covenant  fub/ianiially^  in  rcfped  of 
his  being  the  very  matter  of  the  covenant ;  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  it,  the  principal  promife  of  it.  *  He  is  the 
fubftance  of  all  the  promifes,  the  firft  thing  propofed ;. 
and  whatever  is  promifed  elfe,^  is  for  his  fake.  He  is 
■the  promifed  feed  fpoken  of  to  Adam  and  Eve,  to  A- 
braham,  to  David,  Gen.  iii.  15.  Gen.  xxii.  i8- 
Luke  i.  32,  33.  He  is  the  fubftance  of  the  prophecies,. 
To  himrgive  all  the  prophets  ivitiiefs^  Afts  x.  43.  He  i$ 
the  fubftance  of  all  the  lh?idows  and  Old-Teftament 
t}T5es :  he  is  the  true  brazen  ferpent,  that  heals  difeafed 
fouls  ;  the  true  manna  and  bread  of  life ;  the  true  fa- 
crifice  and  pafcal  lamb,  whofe  blood,  being  fprinkled 
on  the  dopr-pofts  of  the  foul,  faves  from  the  deftroy- 
ing  angel :  of  all  the  types  he  is  the  Antetype,  the  fub- 

'  ftance  of  the  whole  Bible,  and  of  all  the  fcripturcs ; 
Tljefe  are  they  that  tejiify  of  me.  It  is  a  ftrange  text,  that 
a  gofpel-minifter  cannot  find  Chrift  in,  fmce  the  whole 

•  fcriptures  teftify  of  him.3  as  if  it  faid  nothing  elfe  but 

Chrift,  Chrift. Thus  he  U  the  covenant  fubftantial- 

ly.     Again,  .       r      • 

4.  Chrift  is  the  covenant  eminently  ;  in  point  of  emi- 
nency,  ornament,  and  excellency.  He  is  the  very  or- 
nament of  the  covenant,  the  excellency  and  fweetnefs 
of  it :  he  is  the  bleffing  of  all  the  bleflings  of  the  covenant : 

■  the  mercy  of  all  the  mercies  ;  the  foul  of  all  the  privi- 
leges of  the  covenant :  no  bleffing  of  the  covenant  is  a 
bleffing  without  him,  for  all  the  bleffings  come  with 
him  ;  Howjhall  he  not  with  him  freely  give  us  all  things  f 
Rom.  viii.  32.  The  covenant  is  nothing  without  Chrift, 
the  bleffings  of  it  are  nothing  without  Chrift ;  he  is  the 
fweetnefs  of  all  the  bleffings  of  the  covenant,  the  mar- 
row of  all  the  mercies  of  the  covenant,  and  the  fulnefs 
of  all  the  promifes  of  the  covenant :  they  are  all  empty 
without  Chrift,  for  he  is  all  in  all.  And  therefore,  O 
empty  ordinances,  without  Chrift;  O  empty  facraments, 
if  Chrift  be  not  there  j  O  empty  minifters,  if  Chrift  be 

not. 


iBz   QniitiT  the  Fetch's  OruendnU   Serm.  IV. 

tiot  wrtji  them;  yea^  O  empty  heaven,  if  Chrift  be  not 
there ;  empty  enjoyments,  empty  comforts  without  Chrifh 

5.  Chrift  is  the  covenant  meritorioujly^  and  ift  point 
of  acquifitioa  and  procurement.  He  does  all  that  is  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  procuring  the  bleffings  of  the  covenant : 
his  righteOufnefs  is  the  great  condition  of  the  covenant, 
the  alone  condition  of  it,  properly  fo  called ;  it  is  the 
caufe,  the  procuring  caufe  of  all  covenant-bleffings.  All 
that  is  promifed  to  Chrift,  or  to  us,  is  upon  the  account 
of  his  obedience;  Ifa*  liii.  10,  11,  12.  By  the  obedience 
cfonejhall  many  be  made  righteous^  not  by  the  obedience 
of  any  man  for  himfelf,  Rom.  v.  19.  He  is  the  procur- 
er of  juftification,  Roift.  v.  18.;  the  procurer  of  remif- 
fion  of  fin,  Rom.  iii.  24. ;  the  procurer  of  peace,  Ifa. 
liii.  5. ;  yea,  the  fum  of  it,  for,  he  is  our  peace  ;  the  pro- 
curer of  our  accefs  to  God,  and  communion  with  him ; 
all  that  are  afar  off  are  made  nighy  only  by  the  blood  of 
Chri/i ;  the  procurer  of  fanftifying  grace,  Ifa.  hii.  10. 
I  Cor.  i.  30.  and  of  eternal  falvation :  his  death  is  the 
purchafe  of  the  heavenly  inheritance ;  and  fo  he  is  the 
covenant  meritorioufly,  in  procuring  all  the  bleffings 
thereof. 

6.  Chrift  is  the  covenant  efficacioufly^  or  efficiently :  as 
he  procures  all  by  the  price  of  his  blood,  fo  he  applies 
all  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit.  By  this  powerful  Spirit 
of  his,  in  the  efficiency  of  his  application,  by  the  means 
of  the  law,  he  difcovers  to  men  their  fad  condition, 
while  under  a  covenant  of  works ;  by  the  means  of  the 
gofpel,  he  difcovers  the  excellencies  of  the  covenant  of 
grace,  and  alfo  their  claim  to  it,  in  and  by  the  indefi- 
nite general  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  promifc 
of  the  covenant;  fo  that  whoever  will,,  may  come  and 
put  in  for  a  fhare.  But  this  is  not  all ;  Chrift,  in  his  ef- 
ficiency, does  perfuade,  and  enable  the  poor  foul  to  take 
hold  of  this  covenant,  of  Chrift  himfelf,  as  the  all  of 
the  covenant,  and  that  with  particular  application  to  it- 
fclf,  for  its  own  relief;  and  not  only  to  accept,  but  to 
truft  to  it  for  all  grace  and  life,  and  that  upon  the  war- 
rant of  God's  word  of  grace,  renouncing  all  other  ways 
of  falvation,  and  refting  only  upon  this,  i  Tim',  i.  15. 
A&s  xvi.  6.  Yea,'  after  the  perfon  is  brought  within  the 

covenant, 
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covenant,  Chrift  is  the  great  performer  of  all  covenant- 
duties  ;  he  performs  all  our  works  in  us,  Ifa,  xxvi.  12. 
Wc  are  to  prefcnt  no  duty  of  our  own  to  God  for  ac- 
ceptance, or  in  order  to  obtsun  life  and  falvation  by  it ; 
but  to  prefent  him  with  Chrift,  he  being' the  covenant 
to  perform  all  for  us  and  in  us,  which  we  are  obliged 
to.  In  a  word,  he  is  engaged  as  the  covenant  of  the 
people,  to  be  all,  and  do  all;  to  procure  all,  and  to  fee 
all  made  eflFeftual  that  concerns  grace  and  glory :  I  will 
give  him  for  a  covenant  of  the  peopk^  fays  the  Lord.  I 
will  not  enter  into  covenant,  or  deal  with  them  in  an  im- 
mediate way,  as  with  the  firft  Adam,  but  I  will  take  a 
furer  courfe,  I  will  give  thee  for  that  end ;  thou  flialt 
undertake  all  the  matter  therein ;  I  will  look  to  thee 
for  the  performance  thereof.  Man  hath  broken  cove- 
nant ;  I  will  not  truft  him  again ;  but  thou  (halt  be  the 
covenant:  the  promife  of  life  fhallbe  made  only  in  thee, 
and  the  condition  of  life  fhall  be  found  only  in  thee.— 
ITius  he  is  the  covenant. 

in.  The  /A/rrf  thing  was,  to  fliew,  For  whofe  benefit 
he  is  a  covenant ;  and  fo  to  fhew  that  he  is  the  covenant 
of  the  people.  Men  and  women  have  a  way  of  excluding 
themfelves  by  unbelief;  but  I  am  fure,  my  text  will  ex- 
clude none  this  day,  that  are  here,  from  a  right  to  accept 
of  this  covenant,  unlefs  it  be  the  devil  himfclf.  He  in- 
deed, and  all  the  fallen  angels,  are  excluded  ;  and  no 
doubt  he  is  come  here  among  us  this  day,  to  tempt 
people  to  exclude  themfelves,  becaufe  he  himfelf  is  ex- 
cluded. But  here  is  a  foundation  of  faith  for  all  the  peo- 
ple that  hear  this  gofpel ;  Chrift  is  the  covenant  of  the 
people,  infomuch  that  whofoever  of  ull  the  people  will 
fubfcribe  to  this  covenant,  and  go  in  to  it  by  faith,  fhall 
have  the  everlafting  benefit  of  it. 

CUTEST.  Why^  fay  you^  lam,  it  may  be,  none  of  the  people 
here  meant,  none  of  the  elc£l  whofe  names  are  in  that  co' 
venant  and  contrad,  and  therefore  my  fubfcribing  of  it 
may  be  in  vain*  Anfw.  For  the  clearing  of  this,  i'hat 
Chriji  is  the  covenant  of  the  people,  you  would  know  and 
remember.  That  there  are  two  copies  of  tliis  covenant ; 
or  rather,  if  we  may  fo  exprefs  it,  two  writs  of  this 
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tbartery  the  one  is  an  original,  written  in  heaven ;. 
and  the  other  an  cxtraft,  written  in  this  Bible,  i.  I 
fay,  as  to  the  original^  it  is  written  in  heaven,  and  hath 
all  the  names  of  the  church  invifibie  inrdlled  in  it,  Heb. 
xii.  23.  The^  arc  called  the  church  of  the  firjl-bom  that 
are  writte(i  in  heaven.  In  this  writing  are  the  names  of 
all  the«eled,  of  all  that  ever  were,  are,  or  Ihall  be  ac- 
tually taken  within  the  bond  of  the  covenant ;  and  theie 
are  they  of  whom  it  is  faid,  They  are  chofen  in  Chrift  be' 
fore  the  foundation  of  the  worlds  Eph.  i.  4.  And  again. 
Whom  he  did  prcdejiinate^  them  he  alfo  called^  Rom.  viii, 
30.  And  again^  All  that  the  Father  hath  given  me^  fball 
come  to  me  ;  and.  All  that  were  ordained  to  eternal  life^ 
believed:  And  of  them,  Chrift  fays,  I  lay  dinvn  my  life 
for  myjheep.  This  original  draught  of  the  covenant,  is 
a  writ  locked  up  in  the  cabinet  01  G6d*s  fecrct  pUrpofe  ; 
and  fecret  things  belong  not  to  uSj  but  the  things  that  dfc 
revealed:  therefore,  2.  There  is  an  extraS  of  this  ori*. 
ginal  writ,  and  this  extraft  is  written  in  the  Bible, 
which  is  the  book  of  the  covenant :  this  you  have  among 
your  hands  ;  and  this  copy  of  the  covenant  is  fent  open 
to  you  all  to  fign  and  fubfcribe,  by  giving  faith's  aflent 
and  confcnt  to  the  covenant,  or  clofing  with  Chrift,  thd 
covenant  of  the  people,  as  he  is  offered  in  the  gofpeL 
Now,  though  this  extraci  be  a  true  copy,  anfwerin^ 
axadly  to  the  original ;  yet,  for  rendering  all  inexcuf- 
able,  to  whom  thefe  prefents  are  fent^  if  they  do  not 
fubfcribe,  and  for  gathering  in  all  tht  eleft,  this  fair  ex- 
trafl:  is  direfted  to  all,  and  every  one  of  you,  giving  you 
full  and  fufficient  warrant  to  fign  and  fubfcribe  for  your- 
felves  ;  for  you  cannot  poffibly  fee  your  names  in  the  o- 
riginal,  till  once  you  have  figned  your  confent,  by  fub- 
fcription,  to  the  copy  that  is  among  your  hands,  which 
is  here  let  down  on  the  earth,  to  fee  how  you  pleafe  itj 
this  day.  And  if  you  fign  the  extraft,  as  it  is  fent  to  you, 
then  you  may  lay  claim  to  the  original,  and  fee  your 
name  there,  which  alone  is  the  privilege  of  thefe  that 
make  the  extract  their  own  by  figning  it ;  for  the  fecftt 
of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  hifn^  and  he  will  flyew 
them  his  covenant.  He  fhews  them  fometimes  their  name 
in  the  original  writ  of  the  eovcnajit.    k  is  the  fettled 
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order  of  heaven,  that  although  fome,  who,  by  faith, 
fubfcribe  the  extracted  copy,  are  kept  in  the  dark  about 
their  names  being  in  the  original ;  yet  none  fhall  fee 
their  names  there,  but  thefe  vho  fubfcribe  their  names 
here. 

Quest.  But,  for  what  purpofe  ferves  wy  putting  my 
flame  to  the  foot  of  a  bond,  ^  if  my  name  ie  not  in  the  bond 
itfelff  Why^  then,  read  the  direftion  of  this  gofpel-co- 
venant,  and  fee  if  your  names  be  there,  and  anfwer  to 
your  names ;  for  I  fhall  endeavour  to  be  as  praftical, 
as  I  go  along,  as  poffible,  that  J  may  have  the  Icfs  to 
do  in  the  application.  For  whofe  benefit  then  is  he  thus 
the  covenant  ?  Why,  it  is  even  for  the  'advantage  of 
thefe  whofe  names  are  here  fet  down ;  and  though  they 
may  not  here  find  their  particular  names,  John,  James, 
Mary,  Martha,  yet  their  general  names ;  yea,  both 
their  more  general  and  more  fpecial  names  are  here. 

I.  Their  more  ^^716^^  name  is,  the  people  ;  he  is  the 
covenant  of  the  people :  and  here  all  linners  of  mankind, 
who  hear  of  Chrift,  have  a  claim  to  put  in  for  a  fliare 
in  him,  feeing  the  covenant  is  direded  to  them ;  who- 
foever  they  be  that  hear  this  gofpel,  all  faving  benefits 
are  preached  to  them  by  Jefus  Chrift,  according  to  the 
minifterial  commiflion,  faying.  To  you  is  the  word  of  this 
falvation  fent^  Ads  xiii.  26.  And  in  this  fenfe  the  a- 
poftle  fays,  Titus  ii.  11.  The  grace  of  God  that  bringeth 
falvation^  hath  appeared  to  all  men :  or,  as  it  may  be 
rendered,  as  you  fee  it  in  the  margin  of  fome  of  your 
Bibles,  The  grace  of  God,  that  bringeth  falvation  to  all 
•  men,  hath  appeared.  Let  them  ftraiten  the  gofpcl-offcr 
who  will,  they  do  it  at  their  peril;  our  commiflion  is 
wide  and  full,  infomuch  that  this  covenant  is  direfted 
to  all  tawhom  thefe  prefents  may  come.  If  this  be  your 
general  name,  that  you  are  one  of  the  people,  be  whr.t 
you  will  otherwife,  then  you  are  concerned  to  anfwer 
to  your  name,  and  put  in  for  a  ftiare  of  the  grace  of 
this  covenant,  by  fubfcribing  and  faying  Amen  to  it. 
Why,  fay  you,  that  is  a  general  name  indeed  ;  I  dare 
not  .deny  but  that  is  my  general  name ;  then  man,  v/o- 
man,   do  not  put  that  covenant  from  you.     But,  fay 
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you,  Is  there  no  more  fpecial  name  of  the  people,  whofo 
covenant  he  is  ?  Yea, 

2.  Their^more^^ao/  name  is  here  fet  down  in  black 
and  white ;  for,  who  the  people  are,  jvhat  people  in  a 
fpecial  manner  is  here  meant,  is  cleared  in  the  follow- 
ing words,  ^  light  to  the  Gentiles^  to  open  the  blind  eyes^ 
to  brtng  out  the  prifoners  from  the  prifon,  and  them  thai 
Jit  in  darkne/s^  out  of  'the  prifon-houfe.  And  here  you 
will  find  both  the  name  and  fimame  of  the  people  in« 
tended ;  and  I  believe  your  names  and  firnames,  that 
hear  me,  will  be  found  in  it,  i.  The  name  \%Genlil€. 
2.  The  fimame  is,  Gentile^  dark  and  blind;  Geniiky 
bound  and  imprifoned. 

(i.)  I  fay,  the  name  of  the  people,  whofe  coveaaiit 
be  is,  is  Gentiles  ;  and,  I  fuppofe,  this  is  the  name  of 
all  that  hear  me,  if  there  be  not  Jews  here ;  if  I  thought 
there  were  any,  1  would  drop  fome  promife  of  CImfi: 
to,  and  concerning  them,  that  might  draw  them  to  him 
alfo,  if  the  Lord  would  put  forth  power  with  it.  How- 
^  ever  it  is  to  you.  Gentiles,  that  I  am  fpeaking ;  and, 
O  may  I  venture  to  fay  with  Paul  this  day.  To  me^  who, 
am  Ujs  than  the  leajl  of  all  faints,  is  this  grace  given,  to. 
f  reach  among  you,  Genttles,  the  unfearcbable  riches  of 
Chrijl!  This  is  apart  of  the  myftery  of  godlinrfi  Chrift 
preached  to  the  Gentiles,  i  Tim.  iii.  i6.  It  was  a 
myftery  to  the  Jews  and  primitive  Chriftians,  when 
Chrift  was  firft  given  by  a  preached  gofpel  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, Afts  ix.  17,  18.  Why?  the  Gentiles  were  called 
the  uncircumcijion,  Eph.  ii.  11.;  being  abominable  out-. 
cafts,  whofe  entering  into  the  temple,  was  enough  ta 
pollute  it :  but  now  the  gofpel  declares,  God  wiUjufK' 
fy  the  uncircumcifion  by  faith.  The  Gentiles  were  called 
aliens  without  God,  without  Chrijl^  without  hope  ;  aliens 
from  the  common-wealth  of  Ifrael,  and  firangets  to  the  co- 
venant of  promife,  Eph.  ii.  12.  But  now  the  covenant 
of  promife  is  given  and  exhibited  to  the  people  that  were 
aliens.  Gentiles  were  called  dogs  ;  It  is  not  meet  to  take 
the  childrens  bread  and  cajt  it  to  dogs^  fays  Chrift  to  the 
woman  of  Canaan,  one  of  the  pofterity,  it  feems,  of 
thefe  accurfed  nations,  that  were  devoted  by  that  word. 
Gen.  ix.  25,  Curfed  be  Canaan :  and  indeed  the  Gen- 
tiles 
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tiled  and  Cttiaanitcs,  as  they  were  contemned  by  the 
jews,  and  looked  upon  as  dogs ;  fo  in  comparifon  of 
the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  who  were  fo  much'bleffed^  dignifi- 
fcdj  and  privileged  of  old,  Chrift  feems  here  to  allow 
it,  and  affert  that  they  were  curfed,  that  they  were  dogs. 
But  now  the  tables  are  ttimed,  the  Gentiles  are  called ; 
and,  in  this  woman,  the  Lord  gives  an  inftance  of  what 
Incrcy  iVas  in  refenre  for  thefe  dogs :  and  we  Gentiles 
may  plead  the  fame  privilege,  at  leaft,  with  that  wo- 
man of  Canaan,  Truths  Lurd^  yet  the  dogs  eat  of  the 
crumbs  that  fall  frtm  their  fnafters  table.  The  door  of 
Bethlehem,  the  houfe  of  bread,  is  open,  Afts  xiv*  27. 
God  hath  opened  the  door  of  faith  to  the  Gentiles,  even 
to  dogB :  the  door  of  the  covenant  is  open,  and  we  dare 
not  flnit  the  door  upon  any  dog  in  all  this  houfe ;  and 
therefore,  as  we  ufe  to  fay,  Ai  open  doors  dogs  come  in : 
allow  me  in  this  homely  comparifon ;  for,  as  all  the 
Gentiles,  fo  all  the  wicked  are  called  dogs ;  Rev.  xxii.  1 5. 
Without  are  dogs^  and  forcerers^  and  whoremongers^  and 
ifttirderersy  and  idolaters.  But  the  door  being  open  to 
all  finners  by  this  gofpel,  you  may  come  to  Chrift  for 
lalvation,  as  freely  as  a  dog  will  come  in  at  ah  open 
door;  yea,  more  freely  and  boldly;  for  dogs  many 
times  come  in  uncalled,  and  therefore  we  beat  them 
out  again ;  but  here  is  both  a  call  to  come,  and  a  pro- 
mife  of  welcome ;  Whofoever  willy  let  him  come ;  and  him 
that  comethy  I  will  in  no  wife  caji  out.  Well,  I  fay,  the 
Gentiles  are  called  dogs^  and  if  that  be  a  part  of  your  name, 
man,  woman,  anfwer  to  your  name,  and  take  with  your 
name^  and  take  the  bleffing  that  is  offered  to  you  by 
name.  If  you  have  no  better  name  than  that  of  a  dog, 
come  w\th  that  fame,  and  fet  it  down  at  the  foot 
of  the  contraft,  by  fubfcribing  your  confent  to  have 
Chrift  to  be  your  covenant ;  and  though  it  be  a  bafe 
name,  he  will  not  refufe  to  take  in  your  fubfcription. 
In  a  word,  th6  Gentiles  are  called  heathens^  Gal.  iii.  8. 
T'he  fcripture  forefeeing  that  God  would  juflify  the  heathen 
through  faith ^  preached  before  the  gofpel  unto  Abraham^ 
fayingy  In  theefhall  all  nations  be  blejfed.  Good  news  to 
heathens  and  pagans,  fuch  as  tVc  in  our  forefathers 
were  j-  and  this  is  the  gofpel  indeed,  tliat  was  preached 
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to  Abraham  long  ago :  In  theejhall  all  nations  be  blejfed  ; 
in  THEE,  what  thee  ?  the  fame  thee  that  is  in  our 
text,'  which  preacheth  the  fame  gofpel  alfo ;  I  will  give 
THEZ  for  a  covenant  of  the  people  ;  even  the  people  that 
are  called  Gentiles^  and  heathens^  uncircumcijion^  aliens^ 
and  dogs.  Well,  there  is  the  name  of  the  people  whofe 
covenant  he  is,  they  are  Gentiles. 

(2.)  The  firname  of  the  people  is  Gentiles j  dark  and 
blind  ;  Gentiles  bound  and  imprtfoned :  and  fee  if  the  fir- 
name  be  not  yours,  Sirs,  as  well  as  the  name.  There 
are  efpecially  two  fimames  here' that  the  people  have. 
Theory?  firname  is  dark  and  blind  ;  this  is  imported  in 
thefe  words,  A  light  to  the  Gentiles^  to  open  blind  eyes. 
Well,  is  this  your  firname  ?  Are  you  darknefs  itfelf  in 
the  abftraft?  Are  you  in  the  darknefs  of  ignorancei 
darknefs  of  error,  in  the  darknefs  of  corruption,  in  the 
darknefs  of  confufion,  in  the  darknefs  of  defertion,  in 
the  darknefs  of  delufion  ?  O !  here  is  a  brave  covenant 
for  you  to  fign :  It  is  a  covenant  of  light ;  he  that  is  the 
covenant  of  the  people^  is  the  light  of  the  Gentiles.  But  all 
the  light  in  the  world,  without  fight,  will  be  uncom- 
fortable ;  and  therefore,  is  another  part  of  your  firname 
bHndnefs  as  well  as  darknefs  ?  Have  you  not  only  fore 
eyes,  and  fee  ill,  but  are  you  blind,  and  fee  none  at 
ail  ?  Are  you  blind  with  refpeO:  to  fin,  and  cannot  fee 
it  in  its  power  and  guilt  ?  Blind  with  refpefl:  to  duty, 
and  cannot  fee  what  to  do  ?  Blind  with  refpeft  to  God, 
ana  cannot  fee  him  in  his  beauty  and  excellency  ?  Blind 
with  refpefl:  to  Chrift,  and  cannot  fee  him  in  his  glory, 
fulnefs,  and  righteoufnefs  ?  Blind  with  refped  to  ordi* 
nances,  and  cannot  fee  the  power  and  glory  of  God  in 
the  fancluary  ?  Blind  with  refped  to  providence,  and 
cannot  difcern  the  figns  of  the  times  ?  Blind  with  refpeft 
to  your  intereft  in  Chrift,  and  cannot  fee  whether  that 
be  fecured  or  not  ?  Blind  with  refpeft  to  your  warrant' 
to  intermeddle  with  Chrift  and  his  inftitutions  ?  Blind 
with  refpecl  to  all  fpiritual  and  eternal  things  ?  Why, 
this  covenant  of  the  people  is  defigned  to  open  the  blind 
eyes :  And  if  darknefs  and  blindnefs  be  the  firname  of 
the  people,  for  whofe  benefit  Chrift  is  the  covenant,  and 
if  that  be  your  firname  alfo,  why  then  there  is  room  at 
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the  foot  of  this  covenant,  to  fet  down  your  name  and 
limame  both.  This  covenant  of  the  people  is  a  cove- 
nant of  light,  to  the  people  that  are  dark  j  and  a  cove- 
nant of  fight,  to  the  people  that  are  blind.  Let  all  them 
that  find  this  to  be  their  fimame,  fubfcribe  to  this  co- 
venant, and  fay,  I  am  one  of  the  dark  people,  and  I 
come  for  light ;  I  am  one  of  the  blind  people,  and  i 
come  for  fight :  there  is  my  name.  Lord ;  let  it  be  re- 
corded among*^  the  dark,  blind  people  of  which  Chrift 

is  the  covenant. Again,  the  fecond  firname  of  the 

people,  is  bound  and  imprifoned :  This  is  imported  in 
thefe  words.  To  bring  out  the  prifoners  from  the  prijon^ 
and  them  that  fit  in  darknefs  out  of  th&  the  prijon-houfe. 
Now,  whatever  prifon  you  are  in.  Sirs,  if  your  firname 
be  a  bound  prifon,  our  text  fpeaks  to  you.  Are  you 
in  the  prifon  of  fin,  a  bond-flave  and  a  fer\^ant  unto 
lufts  ?  Are  you  in  the  prifon  of  Satan,  in  the  devil's 
prifon,  led  captive  by  him  at  his  pleafure  ?  Are  you  in 
the  prifon  of  the  law,  a  debtor  to  do  the  whole  law, 
and  a  debtor  to  bear  the  whole  curfe  of  it  ?  Are  you  in 
the  prifon  of  carnality,  clogged  with  things  of  this 
world  ?  Are  you  in  the  prifon  of  a  black  league  with 
death,  and  covenant  with  hell  ?  Are  you  in  the  prifon 
of  a  natural  ftate,  as  a  child  of  difobedience,  and  a 
child  of  wrath?  Are  you  in  the  prifon  of  temptations, 
cither  from  without,  or  within,  filled  with  dreadful  fug- 
geftions,  and  blafphemous  injeftions  ?  Are  you  in  the 
prifon  of  aflliftion,  either  upon  foul  or  body,  fl:ate  or 
family  ?  Are  you  in  the  prifon  of  doubts  and  fears  and 
defpondency,  with  your  foul  caft:  down  within  you  ? 
Are  you  in  the  prifon  of  unbelief,  concluded  under  it, 
fo  as  you  cannot  for  your  life  get  an  aft  of  faith  elicite  ? 
Are  you  in  the  prifon  of  wretched  carelefnefs,  uncon- 
cemednefs,  and  indifferency,  tiot  caring  whether  you 
be  loofed  and  delivered  out  of  prifon  or  not  ?  Are  you 
in  the  prifon  of  atheifm,  and  cannot  beheve  a  God,  a 
Chrifl:,  a  heaven,  or  hell  ?  Are  you  in  the  prifon  of 
death,  and  in  bondage  through  fear  of  death  ?  Or,  are 
you  in  the  prifon^of  fecurity,  fearing  nothing,  but  fleep- 
ing  in  the  arms  of  the  devil  ?  What  prifon-houfe  are 
you  in,  man  ? :  Anfwer  to  your  name  j  prifoner  in  fuch 
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a  {Mrifim-houfe  that  I  haVe  named,  is  the  door  df  die 
pr^9n-hoti&  bolted  and  barred  that  yc^u  cannot  get  out, 
and  the  heavy  chains  and  fetters  of  hell  about  you,  fo 
%&  you  cannot  loofe  them  any  more  than  you  can  un- 
hing<^  the  aide-tree  of  the  univerfe  ?  Behold,  this  covc- 
itant  of  the  people  is  a  covenant  of  liberty  for  the  people 
that  art^  in  prifon.  If  I  have  not  named  th^  prifon,  or 
the  chamber  of  the  prifon-houfe  you  are  in,  name  it 

rourfdf,  and  fay,  I  am  prifoner  in  fuch  a  prifon-houfe ; 
have  been  fo  long  and  fo  long  in  fuch  a  dark  prifon, 
and  lo,  I  fet  down  my  name^  to  wit,  tf  bound  prifimer^ 
confentiiig  to  be  liberate  by  the  Son  of  God,  and  doh- 
Tentirig  that  he  would  work  the  confent  himfelf,  iand  do 
all  that  concerns  my  liberty.  Why^  man,  down  with 
your  name  that  fame  way ;  and  if  you  be  not  fet  at  li- 
berty in  God's  own  time  and  way,  you  will  be  the  firft 
that  ever  gave  in  a  fubfcription,  and  was  not  received : 
nay,  marked  and  recorded  it  fhlU  be ;  for  the  coveiftot 
fpeaks  to  you  by  name  and  fimame,  feyitig.  Go  fortbj 
ye  prijhrters  of  b ope :  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  mt, 
for  he  bath  anointed  ine  to  preach  and  proclaim  liberty  to 
the  captives.  This  covenant  of  the  people  then  is  drawn 
up  already,  and  figned.  See  who  hath  figned  it,  ver.  8. 
lafk  the  Lord,  that  is  my  name?  He  hath  (igned  it  by 
a  naftie,  by  which  he  is  known  in  heaven  and  earth, 
fcven  Jehovah  ;  I  am  Jehovah,  I  am  the  Lord,  that 
is  my  name.  O  glorious  name  fubfcribing  this  bond ! 
That  is  his  name ;  what  is  yours  ?  Why,  can  you  fay,  \ 
am  one  of  the  people  they  call  Gentiles  ?  I  am  a  dark^ 
blindj  bound  prifoner ;  that  is  my  name  and  fimame 
both.  Yea,  be  your  name  as  vile  and  black  as  hell, 
yet  down  with  it  in  capital  letters ;  for  the  infinitely  fair 
name  of  the  firft  fubfcriber  will  fet  it  off;  his  name  will 
anfwer  for  all  the  defefts  and  deformities  of  yours :  and 
if  you  wait  till  you  be  in  a  better  condition,  and  havt 
a  better  name  to  fign  with,  you  will  wait  till  the  day  of 
judgment,  tod  in  the  mean  time  inevitably  perifli  at 
death ;  and  all  the  money  of  your  terms,  conditions, 
and  good  qualifications,  which  you  will  bring  as  a  price 
in  your  hands,  will  perilh  with  you.  Nay,  you  have 
Homing  to  do  in  this  covenant^  but  bleis  God  that  brought 

it 
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it  to  your  hand,  and  fign  it  with  your  heart.  Chrifl: 
hath  a  commiffion  from  his  Father,  and  wc  in  his  naiae, 
to  take  in  the  fubfcriptions  of  aU  the  people,  whole 
name  and  firname  I  have  mentioned ;  and  I  hope  I  have 
not  mifled  any  one  here.— Thus  you  fee  who  the  peo- 
ple are,  for  whofe  benefit  he  is  the  covenant ;  and  tfaa^ 
he  is  weU  deiigned  tbe  cxivenant  of  ths  people^  feeing  all 
the  peopk  here  pamed  have  a  right  of  accefs  to  the  co- 
venant, a  warrant  to  feal  and  fubfcribe  to  it ;  and  all 
the  people,  that  are  fubfcrit>ers,  have  a  right  of  poflef- 
iipn  to  the  whole  good  of  the  covenant,  and  to  the  feal 
thereof,  the  facrament  of  the  fupper. 

-  IV.  The  fourth  thing  propofed,  was  to  Ihew,  By 
whofe  authority y  or  by  what  authority^  Chrifl  is  the  co» 
venant  of  the  people ;  and  fo  to  hint  at  his  divine  ordi^ 
nation  to  this  bufmeis,  in  thefe  words,  I  will  give  thee* 
Where  you  have,  i.  The  glorious  perfon  ordaining,  L 
2.  The  glorious  perfon  ordained,  ^ee.  3.  The  gracious 
manner  of  the  ordination.  Give.  4.  The  gracious  mo- 
tive and  ground,  /  will  give  thee.  A  fhort  word  to  each 
of  thefe. 

ijiy  The  glorious  perfon  ordaining  Chrifl  to  this  worlc^ 
I  will  give  thee ;  What  I?  I  the  Lord,  I  Jehovah,  I 
the  firfl  perfon  of  the  glorious  Trinity.  God  the  Father 
here  is  the  firfl  grand  party  of  the  covenant ;  yea,  here 
is  God  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghofl,  efTcntialljr 
confidered,  contrading  with  the  Son,  and  ordaining 
him,  perfonally  confidered,  to  this  work.  Now,  this 
glorious  perfon  ordaining  Chrifl  to  this  work  imports, 

I.  The  will  of  God  and  the  Father,  that  Chrifl,  the 
fecond  perfon,  fhould  come  and  bear  the  whole  weight 
ef  the  covenants :  Hence  Chrifl  tells  us,  He  had  command^ 
mentfrom  the  Father ^  and  that  he  came  to  do  his  will^  John 
vi.  37,  38,  39.  God  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghofl, 
by  an  unanimous  counfel,  ordained  and  appointed  the 
Son  to  come  in  his.  own  perfon  upon  the  errand  di. 
man's  redemption ;  and  God  the  Father  being  the  firft 
in  the  order  of  fubfiflency,  and  fo  the  firfl  in  operation 
ad  extray  therefore  the  giving  is  primarily  afcribed  unto 
hjin. 

a.  Hl% 
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4.  His  being  the  perfon  ordaining,  imports  the  divine 
authority  of  Chrift's  commiflion,  in  that  he  is  given  of  the  - 
Father,  and  aame  from  the  Father,  John  xvi.  28.  and 
xvii.  8. ;  where  Chrift  commends  that  faith  which  be- 
lieves his  divine  miffion,  his  divine  orjdination  to  this 
mediatory  work. 

3.  His  being  ordained  of  God,  imports,  God's  con^ 
fidence  in  him,  as  being  both  able  for,  and  faithful  to 

perform  the  whole  work  that  he  gave  him  to  do.  He 
was  confident  that  he  would  be  a  faithful  and  righteous 
fcrvant ;  By  his  knowledge  Jhall  my  righteous  fervant  jvf 
tify  many.  This  is  my  beloved  Son^  in  whom  I  am  well- 
f  leafed. 

4.  His  being  the  perfon  ordaining,  imports,  the  Fa- 
therms  zealous  concern  for  the  redemption  and  falvation 
of  men  ;  Godfo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  be^ 
gotten  Son :  I  will  give  thee.  His  hand  is  firft  at  the  blcf- 
fed  bargain,  fubfcribing  this  covenant;  Ihewing,  that 
he  will  do  the  whole  work  of  the  covenant  by  himfelf, 
and  by  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  will  get  the  whole  glo-. 
ry  of  it :  and  hence  the  ftrain  in  which  he  fubfcribes, 
ver.  8.  lam  the  Lord,  that  is  my  name,  and  my  glory  will 
J  not  give  to  another.  He  will  let  none  fliare  of  any  of 
the  glory  of  it  but  himfelf,  either  in  the  contrivemcrit, 
commencement,  advancement,  or  the  completement 
thereof. 

^dly.  The  glorious  perfon  ordained,  in  the  pronoun 
THE£,  namely,  Chrift  the  fecond  perfon  of  the  glori- 
ous Trinity,  and  the  other  part  of  the  covenant ;  I  will 
give  THEE.  And  Chrift  being  the  perfon  here  ordained, 
imports, 

1.  His  having  cordially  ajfented  and  agreed  to  the  bar- 
gain ;  God  would  not  have  given  him,  if  he  had  not 
confented :  but  as  he  and  his  Father  arc  one,  fo  there 
is  but  one  will  betwixt  them ;  and  his  confent  is  record- 
ed among  the  decrees  of  heaven ;  In  the  volume  of  thy 
book  it  is  written  of  me,  Lo,  I  come. 

2.  His  being  the  perfon .  ordained,  imports,  the^;i- 
fufficiency  of  all  others  for  the  work  of  man's  redempti- 
on ;  Him  hath  God  the  Father  fealed :  facrifce  and  offer- 
{ng  thou  wouldji  not,  a  body  haji  thou  given  me.  Though 

men 
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men  and  angels  had  put  their  fhoulders  to  this  work,  it 
would  never  have  been  done  ;  for  the  redemption  of  the 
foul  is  preciomy  and  ceafeth  for  ever ^  as  to  the  creature. 
'  He  alone  is  the  Meflian,  chofen,  conftituted,  promifed, 
typified,  to  whom  all  the  prophets  gave  witnefs,  and 
we  are  not  to  look  for  another :  infufEciency  is  ingraven 
and  ftamped  upon  all  others. 

3.  His  being  the  perfon  ordained,  imports,  the  alone 
fuffictency  of  this  glorious  perfon  for  this  glorious  work. 

0  the  glorious  excellency  of  this  perfon  here  given ! 
and,  O  the  glorious  fufficiency  of  this  perfon !  /  will 
give  thee.  I  have  laid  help  upon  one  that  is  mighty :  this 
is  he  that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel^  travelling  in  the  great" 
nefs  of  his  firengtb^  mighty  tofave:  this  is  he  that  comes 
from  Edom  with  dyed  i^armertts  from  Bozrah,  who  trode  the 
wine-prefs  of  bis  Father'* s  wrath  alone ^  and  of  the  people 
there  was  none  with  him, 

4.  His  being  the  perfon  ordained  of  the  Father,  im- 
ports, the  unparallelled  love  both  of  him  that  gave,  and 
of  him  that  is  given ;  both  of  the  ordainer  and  ordain- 
ed :  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God^  but  that  he 
laved  us  9  and  gave  his  Son  to  he  a  propitiation  for  our  fins. 

1  John  iv,  lo.  And  herein  is  love,  that  Chrifl  fo  chear- 
fuUy  undertook  this  work ;  He  rejoiced  in  the  habitable 
parts  of  the  earthly  and  his  delights  were  with  thefons  of 
men^  Prpv.  viii.  31.    Here  are  both  the  parties  of  the 
covenant,  God  and  Chrifl;  that  glorious  /,  Jind  tjha-t 
glorious  THEE ;  I  will  give  thee :  two  wonderful  Cove- 
nanters.. God  forefeeing  from  eternity  that  mankind 
would  be  ruined,  by  violating  the  covenant  betwixt  God 
snd  man,  fet  on  foot  a  better  projeft,  even  an  inviola- 
ble covenant  betwixt  God  and  Chrifl :  two  unchangea- 
ble parties,  mutually  engaging  for  the  relief  and  reco- 
Arery  of  the  lofl  finner ;  and  Chrifl  bearing  fuch  a  part 
of  the  work,  as  to  get  the  name  of  the  whole ;  /  will 
gi've  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people. 

2^dly^  The  glorious  manner  of  this  ordination,  is  im- 
ported in  the  word  give  ;  /  will  give  thee.  A  man^s 
gift  makes  room  for  him^  fays  Solomon,  and  give  him  place 
among  great  men^  Prov.  xviii.  16.  Men  are  efleemed 
and  refpefted  for  the  valuablenefs  of  the  gifts  and  be* 
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nefits  they  give ;  how  much  more  fhould  God's  gift 
make  room  for  him!  Chrift  is  God's  gift  ;  /  will  give 
thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people.  And  this  giving  of 
Chrift  implies  fevcral  things  which  cannot  concern  the 
manner  of  his  ordination,  to  be  a  covenant  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

1.  In  general,  and  negatively ^  God's  giving  of  Chrift 
4oes  not  imply,  that  he  was  about  to  alienate  hig  own 
right  to  Chrift  from  himfelf  to  us ;  no,  he  is  ftill  his 
only  begotten  Son :  when  we  give  a  thing  to  another, 
We  alienate  our  own  right  to  it ;  but  it  is  not  fo  here : 
what  God  gives,  we  may  have  the  benefit  and  ufe  of  it, 
but  God  ftill  keeps  a  right  over  us  and  it:  hence  fays 
the  apoftle.  All  things  are  yours ^  for  ye  ere  ChriJPsy  and 
Chriji  is  GocPs.     But, 

2.  More  particularly,  and  pqfitively^  God's  giving  of 
Chrift  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  implies, 

( I .)  His  eternal  dejiination  by  the  Father  for  thjs  end, 
to  be  the  covenant  of  the  people,  before  the  people  had 
a  being :  they  were  not  fo  much  as  confultcd  in  the  mat- 
ter, when  the  contraft  was  figned  in  the  counfel  of  peace 
betwixt  the  Father  and  the  Son ;  axjd  we  have  no  rca- 
fo  to  complain  of  injury  done  us  here,  for  we  have  no- 
thing to  contraft  on  our  part :  the  breach  of  the  firft 
covenant  left  us  worfe  than  nothing ;  for  the  firft  Adam 
left  us  with  a  burden  of  debt,  a  burden  of  poverty  and 

-want ;  yea,  a  burden  of  curfes  from  the  fiery  law:  and 
2ill  that  we  can  do,  is  to  increafe  the  debt,  inftead  of  be- 
ing able  to  pay  it  off".  Now,  I  fay,  God's  giving  him, 
includes  his  eternal  deftination  by  the  Father  for  this 
mediatorial  work,  without  our  having  any  hand  in  it, 
or  knowledge  of  it,  or  any  obligation  lying  upon  God 
fo  to  do  as  he  did,  in  the  eternal  tranfaSion  with  his 
Son  concerning  the  people,  whom  he  defigned  to  fave. 
Tliere  was  no  obligation  lying  upon  Chrift,  to  come  in 
our  ftead,  to  be  our  Surety,  to  take  our  guilt,  and  pay 
our  debt,  previous  to  his  own  confent ;  nor  any  obliga- 
tion upon  God  to  accept  of  a  Surety,  inftead  of  the  prin- 
cip'il  debtor:  therefore,  God's  giving  of  Chrift,  muft 
imply  a  tranfai9:ion,  wherein  the  Son  confented  to  be 

the  covenant,  to  be  the  WLedialpt,  lo  ^"akc  our  guilt  up- 
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on  him ;  and  the  Father  confented  to  fend  him,  and  ac- 
cept of  his  furet;^lhip  for  loft  fmners. 

(2.)  God*s  giving  of  Chrift,  \m^\\c^\\\^  aHual  qtiali- 
fying^  and  fending  him  to  accompiiih  that  which  was 
contrived  from  eternity.  How  he  called  and  qualified 
him,  you  fee  in  the  preceeding  vcrfe ;  he  called  him  iii 
rightcoufiiefs,  and  qualified  him  with  a  fuperemment 
undion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft;  I  will  put  my  Spirit  upon 
him,  and  he  Jhall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles  : 
Accordingly  he  received  the  Spirit  above  the  meafure* 
How  he  fent  him,  you  fee  in  feveral  places  of  fcripture ; 
he  gave  him  a  body,  a  true  body,  and  a  reafonable 
foul ;  and  then  he  gave  him  to  the  death  in  the  fulnefs 
of  time;  for  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruifebim:  juftice  a- 
wakened  againft  him ;  Awake,  Ofword,  againji  my  Shep-  t 
herd,— /mite  the  Shpherd.  He  was  put  in  the  wine-prcfs 
of  divine  vengeance,  and  bruifed  there :  he  was  not  on- 
ly bruifed  in  his  name,  being  called  a  mad-man  and  a 
devil ;  not  only  bruifed  in  his  eftate,  while  the  foxes  had 
holes  and  the  birds  of  the  air  bad  nefts^  but  the  Son  of  man 
had  no  where  lay  his  head;  neither  was  he  bruifed  in  his 
body  only,  while  they  pierced  his  bands  and  bis  feet ;  but 
bruifed  in  his  foul,  till  it  was  exceeding  forrouful  even 
unto  death,  and  till  the  agonies  of  his  foul  prefled  the 
blood  out  of  his  body,  even  great  drops  of  blood:  no 
wonder,  for  he  was  plunged  in  the  ocean  of  God's 
wrath,  and  fufFered  all  the  hell  that  was  due  to  fin :  fin 
being  imputed  to  him  as  the  covenant  of  the  people, 
juftice  did  not  fpare  him ;  Rom.  viii.  32,  He  fpared  not 
his  awn  Son^  but  gave  bim  t'o  the  death  for  us  alt. 

(3.)  God's  giving  of  Chrift  implies,  that  the  manner 
of  his  ordination  of  this  work,  was  every  ^^.y  free  and 
gratuitous  :  what  freer  then  a  gift  ?  God  gives  Chrift  for 
a  covenant  of  the  people,  without  regard  to  any  mo- 
tive, merit,  or  folicitation  of  the  people ;  yea,  and  in 
oppofition  thereto.  This  gift  is  free,  in  oppofition  to 
merit,  either  of  condignity  or  congruity.  If  we  be  for 
merit  of  our  own,  we  muft  be  for  hell,  for  that  is  all 
that  we  merit;  if  wretchednefs,  mifery,  and  a  mafs  of 
confufion  and  enmity,  be  accounted  merit,  then  we 
xnay  lay  claim  to  it,  but  no  otherwife.  T\m  ^v&.\^l\^^^ 
B  b  2  ^^^ 
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in  oppofition  to  conftraint,  force,  or  ncccflity :  God 
had  nothing  from  without  to  conftrain  him  to  contrive 
the  redemption  of  man,  or  to  give  Chrift  for  that  end  j 
though  all  mankind  fliould  have  been  for  ever  drowned 
in  the  flood  of  his  wrath,  God  had  remained  as  he  was, 
as  happy  as  ever ;  no  force  was  upon  him  to  contrive  a 
'  remedy  for  man.  This  gift  is  free,  in  oppofition  to 
debt :  God  owed  us  nothing  but  wrath ;  but  we  owe 
many  millions  of  talents  to  his  infinite  jufl:ice.  In  a 
word,  it  is  free,  in  oppofition  to  all  motives  from  \nth- 
out  God  himfelf.  There  was  nothing  about  us,  to 
move  him  to  pity  us,  ten  thoufand  things  to  move  him 
to  deftroy  us.  Upon  what  condition  in  us  could  God 
be  moved  to  give  his  Chrift  to  us  ;  feeing  our  beft  con- 
dition, before  he  gave  him  in  poffeflion  to  us,  is  a  con- 
dition of  fin  and  mifery,  death  and  thraldom  ?  But 
then  again, 

(4.)  God's  giving  of  Chrift  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people,  his  giving  him  thus,  I  fay,  implies  a  right  and 
-title  that  the  people  have  to  receive  him.  God's  giving 
Chrift,  is  the  foundation  of  our  title  to  receive  him : 
faith,  which  is  the  only  aftual  acceptance  of  the  gift,  is 
the  mean  of  putting  us  in  poffeflion  ;  but  it  would  be 
the  height  of  prefumjption,  thus  to  take  and  receive,  if 
there  were  no  giving  ;  John  iii.  27.  Ho  man  receivetb 
any  things  except  it  he  given  him  from  heaven.  As  this 
receiving  then  fuppofes  a  giving  of  Chrift,  prior  to  the 
receiving,  fo  this  giving  of  Chrift  for  a  covenant  of  the 
the  people,  implies  the  people's  right,  and  title,  and  war-  . 
rant  to  receive  him.  There  is  a  two-fold  giving  of  Chrift ; 

1.  A  giving  of  Chrift  in  point  of  adual poffeffion  ;  and 
thus  he  is  given  to  the  eleft  foul  in  the  day  of  believ- 
ing ;  and  this  giving  is  the  foundation  of  his  title  to  all 
things  in  and  through  him  :  for.  How  will  he  not  with 
him  freely  give  us  all  things  ?  Rom.  viii.  32.  And  till  a 
man  have  an  intereft  in  Chrift  thus,  he  hath  no  faving 
right  to  any  thing,  no  right  to  a  communion-table  ;  nay, 
no  covenant-right  to  the  food  of  his  common-table. 

2.  There  is  a  giving  of  Chrift  in  point  of  exhibition 
and  gofpeUoffer  ;  and  thus  he  is^  given  to  the  whole  yi- 
fiblc  church,  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  word  j  and  this 

^  giving 
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giving  is  a  foundation  of  our  title  to  receive  Chrift,  and 
and  our  claim  of  right  to  take  this  gift  out  of  the  hand 
of  the  Giver.     A  right  of  poffcflion  none  have,  till  they 
believe,  and  take  the  gift  that  is  oflfered ;  but  a  right  of 
accefs  and  warrant  to  believe,  all  have,  whether  they 
believe  or  not,  or  whether  they  take  this  gift  out  of 
God's  hands  or  not.     That  Chrift  is  God's  gift  to  a 
whole  viiible  church  in  this  fenfe,  is  a  great  privilege, 
whatever  the  world  think  or  fay  about  it,  and  it  is  a 
part  of  my  errand  this  day,  to  tell  you  of  it :  if  it  be 
difgufting  dodrine  to  any,  and  will  not  go  down,  we 
cannot  help  it ;  it  is  Bible-doftrine,  and  gofpel-doftrine, 
and  therefore  we  muft  preach  it  in  his  name,  who  com- 
mands us  to  preach  the  go/pel  to  every  creature.     But  I 
think,  it  Ihouid  be  welcome  doftrine  to  all  that  hear 
me.  That  Chrift  is  given  to  all  the  people  in  this  houfe^ 
in  the  fame  manner  that  the  manna  was  given  to  aU 
the  people  of  old,  John  vi.  32. ;  where  Chrift  fpeaking 
to  all  the  promifcuous  multitude,  and  making  a  com- 
parifon  betwixt  himfelf,  and  the  manna  that  fell  about 
the  tents  of  Ifrael  in  the  wildernefs,  fays.   My  Father 
giveth  you  the  true  bread  from  heaven  ;  where  the  reve- 
lation and  offer  of  Chrilt  is  declared  to  be  a  giving  of 
him,  before  ever  he  be  received  or  believed  on.     It  is 
fuch  a  gift  and  grant,  as  warrants  a  man  to  believe,  and 
receive  the  gift ;  for  this  end  is  he  given  to  a  perifliing 
world  ;  God  fo  loved  the  world^  that  he  gave  .his  only  be- 
gotten Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  on  him,  might  not  pe- 
ri/h,  but  have  everUfting  life.     As  the  brazen  fcrpent 
was  givei)  for  a  common-good  to  the  whole  camp  of 
Ifrael,  that  whofoever  in  all  the  camp,  being  ftung  with 
the  fiery-ferpents,  looked  thereto,   might  not  die,  but 
live ;  even  fo  is  Chrift  given  as  a  common  good  to  poor 
ftung  finners,  that  looking  to  him  they  may  be  faved. 
thrift  is  given  to  all,  in  the  difpenfation  of  this  gofpel. 
And,    O  it  fliould  be  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all 
people.  That  to  us  a  child  is  born,  to  us  a  Son  is  given, 
ivhofe  name  is  Wonderful.    This  giving,  in  a  general 
and  difinite  manner,  to  all,  in  the  gofpel-ofFer,  may  be, 
and  is,  for  the  moft  part,  where  there  is  no  receiving : 
but  there  can  be  no  receiving  of  Chrift  for  falvation^ 
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where  there  is  not  this  givine ;  for,  a  man  can  receive 
tuibing  except  it  be  given.  Inis  giving  then,  implies  a 
right,  arid  title,  and  warrant  to  receive :  he  is  alfo  giv- 
en to  you,  that  all  that  pleafe  the  bargain,  have  v^arrant 
to  take  pofTeflion.  He  is  your  own  sdready,  man,  wo- 
man, in  the  former  fenfe,  whether  you  take  him  or 
not ;  as  he  faid  to  the  Jews,  He  came  to  bis  awn^  and 
Us  ewn  received  him  not.  But  faith's  improvement  of 
this  gift  and  grant,  among  your  hands,  would  make 
him  your  own,  in  a  peculiar  fenfe,  by  aAual  pofleffion. 

Thus  we  have  the  manner  of  his  ordination,  to  be 

tbe  covenant  of  the  people  ;  it  is  even  by  a  free  and  gra- 
cious donation.     ITie  next  thing  here  was, 

4/Z»/y,  the  gracious  motive^  ground^  and  reafon  of  this 
divine  ordination,  which  is  juu  the  divine  will ;  I  will 
nve.  This  verb  muft  neceffarily  be  borrowed  from  the 
former  claufe,  I  will  hold  thine  hand^  and  give  thee  for 
a  covenant  of  the  people.  I  will  give  ;  O  fovereign  rea- 
fon !  No  gift  in  the  world  fo  free  as  Chrifl :  when  men 
beftow  gins  upon  one  anothor,  there  is  fome  impulfiv£ 
caufe  that  excites  them  to  it,  drawn  from  their  relation 
to,  or  intcreft  in  one  another ;  drawn  from  fervices  and 
favours  received,  or  expeded  from  each  other ;  but  no 
fuch  impullive  caufe  here  \  we  have  no  relation  to  God, 
but  as  his  enemies ;  we  can  do  him  no  fervice,  but  fin 
againfl  him ;  therefore  can  merit  nothing  from  him, 
but  his  curfe.  His  reafon  of  doing,  then,  mufl:  be  his 
own  fovereign  will.  Men  may  rack  their  wit,  and  dif- 
pute  about  the  reafon  of  God's  aftions  ;  but  their  would 
be  more  calm  reafoning  in  the  world,  about  gofpel- 
truths,  if  all  our  reafonings  did  ftrike  fail  to  the  fove- 
rcignty  of  free-grace,  and  ftoop  to  that :  he  will,  be- 
caufe  he  will ;  /  will  give  thee.  I  think  this  will  im- 
ports, I.  A  confent  2indL  agreement:  the  counfel  of  peace 
is  concluded,  parties  are  both  agreed ;  /  will.  2.  A 
complacency  and  fatisfailion  :  God  is  well-pleafed  vnm 
this  device  of  his  own  infinite  wifdom  ;  well-pleafed 
with  the  ranfom  and  Ranfomer ;  This  is  my  beloved  Soiiy 
in  whom  lam  well-pleafed :  I  take  pleafure  in  giving  him 
to  be  a  covenant  of  the  people ;  I  will.  3.  I  think  it 
imports  authority:    fupremc ' authority  of  the  eternal 

God- 
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Godhead,  thi'ee  in  one,  is  interpofed  in  this  matter,  far 
ordaining  Chrift  to  this  work ;  /  will.  And,  4.  I  think 
it  imports  an  exprefs  command^  I  will  give  thee;  and  of 
this  command  Chrift  fpeaks,  when  he  fays,  Tins  com* 
mandment  have  I  received  of  my  Father ^  to  lay  dawn  wj 
ttft  for  my  Jheep :  And  when  he  fays,  Lo^  I  come  i»  el9 
fby  will ;  by  the  which  will  we  are  fanBified  through  the 
offering  of  the  body  ifjcfus  Chrift  once  for  alt,  Heb*  x.  i  o. 
In  a  word,  it  imports,  That  the  fovereign  wiB  of 
Jehovah  is  the  reafon  of  all.  And  this  may  lead  us  to, 
and  ihall  make  me  the  more  brief  upon, 

V.  The  fifth  thing  propofed,  namely,  the  reafons  of 
the  doftrine ;  why  is  Chrift  given  for  a  covenant  gT  the 
peopled  And  here  I  might  fhew,  i.  Why  he  is  given. 
2.  Why  given  for  a  covenant.  3.  Why  given  for  a  co- 
venant of  the  people^  of  the  Gentiles. 

I .  Why  is  he  given^  or  exhibit  by  way  of  gift  ?  Why, 
the  grand  reafon  is  told  already,  even  \i\%  fovereign  wilL 
Chrift,  the  great  ordinance  of  God  for  man's  recovery, 
is  difpenfcd  freely,  by  a  gratuitious  gift,  that  falvatioa 
may  be  by  grace^  and  that  free  grace  may  get  the  whole 
glory  of  it,  from  the  foundation  to  the  cope-ftone,  with 
moutings  of  grace,  grace  unto  it.  The  giving  of  Chrift 
to  all,  in  the  gofpel-affer,  is  from  fovereign  grace,  and 
muft  be  abfolutcly  free  and  unconditional ;  tor  what  in 
all  the  world  is  the  condition  of  the  offer  ?  If  men  be  in 
a  finful  condition,  in  a  miferable  condition,  in  a  Ibft 
condition,  that  is  all  the  condition  and  qualification, 
that  I  know  neceffary  for  making  an  offer  of  Chrift  as 
a  Saviour  to  them.  If  any  clog  the  gofpel-offer  with 
legal  terms  and  conditions,  they  encroach  upon  the  war- 
rant minifters  have  to  offer  Chrift  to  all,  and  the  war- 
rant that  all  have  to  receive  him ;  yea,  they  encroach 
upon  fovereign  grace,  which  hath  made  this  grant  and 
offer  of  Chrift,  not  to  devils,  but  to  men  in  the  moft 
extenfive  terms  :  To  you,  0  men,  do  I  call,  and  my  voice 
is  to  the  fons  of  men* — Again,  the  giving  of  Chrift  to 
fome,  in  aUual  poffejjion,  is  from  fovereign  grace  alfo ; 
for,  though  none  can  be  poffeffed  of  Chrift  and  his  be- 
nefits, till  by  faith  they  receive  him  ;  yet  this  faiih  to 

recclv^^ 
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receive,  is  given,  as  well  as  the  gift  received  by  it ; 
Eph.  ii.  8.  By  grace  ye  are  favedy  through  faith^  and 
that  not  ofyourjekes,  it  is  the  gift  of  God.  It  is  given, 
by  virtue  of  an  abfolute  promife  of  the  covenant ;  fuch 
as  that.  Thy  people  Jhall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  pow^ 
er ;  and  fo,  the  hand  to  take  the  gift,  being  itfclf 
given  out  of  the  covenant,  the  covenant  takes  hold  of 
the  man,  before  the  man  takes  hold  of  the  covenant. 
But, 

2.  Why  is  Chrift  given  for  a  covenant  ?  I  offer  yoii 

^  only  one  great  reafon  of  it :  he  is  given  for  a  covenant, 
that  God  might  have  more  glory  out  of  the  covenant  of 
works,  by  the  fecond  Adam's  fulfilling  of  it,  than  he 
loft  by  the  firft  Adam's  breach  and  violation  of  it.  Th6 
law  of  eternal  life  and  death  was  irreverfibly  ftated  only 
by  the  covenant  of  works ;  -and  though  we  be  changed, 
yet  the  covenant  of  works  is  unchangeable.  And  as  by 
virtue  of  the  ftability  of  it,  all  the  Chriftlcfs  world  are 
condemned,  curfed,  and  die  eternally ;  fo,  by  virtue 
of  its  being  perfeftly  fulfilled  by  Chrift,  in  whom  only 
it  is  eftabliflied,  all  that  are  in  him,  are  freed  from  con- 
demnation,  and  live  eternally.     What  is  the  covenant 

'  of  grace  ?  I  may  fay,  it  is  Chrift's  fulfilling,  for  us,  the 
covenant  of  works.  We  were  debtors  to  the  mandato- 
ry and  minatory  part  of  the  law,  arraigned  at. the  in- 
ftance  of  divine  juftice,  to  pay  the  debt ;  Chrift  fubfti- 
tuted  himfelf  in  our  room,  came  under  the  law,  to  pay 
the  whole  debt  due  thereunto  ;  and  now,  God  gets  more 
glory  by  his  doing  fo,  than  he  loft  by  our  fins. '  Here- 
in he  glorified  his  fovereign  Majefty,  whofe  authority 
was  fo  hainoufly  violated  by  fuch  a  bafe  creature  as  man 
is,  in  that  he  received  him  not  into  his  favour,  without 
a  becoming  reparation,  made  to  his  honour,  by  the  in- 
tervention of  a  perfeft  obedience,  and  full  fatisfaftion. 
Herein  he  glorified  his  infinite  w'lfdom^  in  finding  out  a 
man  to  reconcile  juftice  and  mercy  ;  to  punifh  the  fin, 
and  yet  to  pardon  the  finner  ;  to  take  vengeance  on  fin, 
to  the  very  uttermoft,  and  yet,  to  magnify  his  mercy, 
while  the  finner  is  juftified,  accepted,  and  faved,  with- 
out his  ownfu  ffering.  This  is  that,  -ToAi/rom/AcfSc^/ATtfG^, 
The  MANiroi^D  wisdom  of  God.  Herein  he  glori- 
fied 
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fied  hU  free  love,  goodnefs,  and  pity,  in  fubjefting  his 
rtfe  to  ftrch  a  death,  and  his  glory  to  fuch  a  fhanie,  and 
all  to  purchafe  fiich  vile  and  worthlefs  creatures  as  we 
are,  and  to  redeem  us  from  eternal  wo  and  mifcry :  as 
aMb,  hrs  almighty  power  is  here  glorified,  in  fupporting 
the  human  nature  of  Chrifl  under  the  vaft  load  of  di- 
vine wrath,  and  law  curfes. — Herein  he  glorified  his  ho- 
Hnefs  ^nd  faithfulnefs^  in  fulfilling  not  only  the  promife 
of  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  even  the  promife  of 
eternal  life,  made  to  perfed  obedience  ;  which,  though 
we  forfeited  in  our  own  peribns,  yet  we  recover  in 
Chrifl: ;  the  condition  of  life  in  the  covenant  of  works, 
being  perfeft  obedience  perfonal,  and  the  condition  of 
life  here  being  perfefi:  obedience  and  imputed;  and  fo 
the  promife  of  life,  uponthe  ground  of  a  perfeft  obedi- 
ence, fulfilled  to  us  in  him :  but  alfo  divine  faithfiilnels 
is  glorified,  in  fulfilling  all  the  threatenings  of  the  law, 
while  we,  who  come  under  the  fentence  of  death  in  the 
firft  Adam,  undergo  that  death  in  the  fecond  Adam.— 
'In  a  word,  herein  he  glorifies  his  jujiice  and  righteouff 
nejs^  in  the  remiflion  of  fins,  through  the  propitiation 
of  Chrifl: ;  Rom.  iii.  25.  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to 
he  the  prbpitiatiorj,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare 
:his  righteoufnefs  for  the  remijjion  of  fins  that  are  paft^ 
through  the  forbearance  of  God.  Herein  is  vindicative 
jufl:ice  difplayed,  in  its  greatefl:  feverity,'in  Chrifl:'s  be- 
ing the  facrifice  and  propitiation  :  and  here  is  retributive 
juftice  illufl:rioufly  declared,  in  the  finner's  being  re- 
warded, jufl:ified,  faved,  upon  the  blood  and  facrifice, 
the  obedience  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl: ;  yea,  all  the 
perfeSions  of  the  great  God  Ihine  glorioufly  in  the  face 
of  Chrifl:,  as  in  a  beautiful  and  bright  confl:eUation, 
2  Cor.  iv.  6.  And  for  this  reafon  he  gave  him  for  a 
covenant. 

3.  Why  is  he  given  for  a  covenant  oithe  people^  of 
the  Gentiles  ?  Why,  not  only  to  fliew  his  difpleafure  at 
the  unbelief  of  the  Jews,  as  we  fee,  AQis  iii.  46,  47. 
Rom.  xi.  II,  19,  20.;  but  alfo  to  fliew  his  fovereignty\ 
That  he  -  will  have  mercy  on  him  he  will  have  mercy  ; 
and  to  (hew  his  truth,  in  fulfilling  the  antient  prophecy 
concerning  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles.     It  is.  long  fince 

Vol.  I.  Cc  God 
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God  promifed  to  Noah,  faying,  God  Jhall  enlarge  Ja* 
phctj  and  he  Jhall  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Shem^  Gen.  ix.  27. 
Now,  of  Japhet  came  the  Gentiles,  Gen.  xii.  5. ;  and  of 
Shem  came  the  Jews.  By  the  pofterity  of  Japhet  were 
the  ifles  of  the  Gentiles  divided.  The  ifles  were  fo- 
lemnly  by  lot  divided  among  them,  (and  probably  this 
ifle  of  Britain  among  the  reft ;)  fo  that  as  Japhet's  dwel- 
ling in  the  tents  of  Shem,  is  a  clear  predidion  of  the 
converfion  of  the  Gentiles,  and  their  fucceeding  to  the 
Jews,  in  their  church-privileges ;  fo  this  direfts  us  to 
underftand  the  promife  in  the  context,  The  ijles  Jhall 
wait  for  his  law.  He  is  given  for  a  covenant  of  the  peo- 
ple^ a  light  of  the  Gentiles.  In  a  word,  he  is  given  for 
SL  covenant  of  the  people,  to  (how  the  extent  and  allfuf 
Jiciency  of  his  grace^  and  the  intrinftc  value  of  his  blood. 
Suppofe  a  prince  were  fetting  up  a  fanftuary,  or  city  of 
refuge,  the  privileges  whereof  are  not  reftrifted  to  any 
fort  of  men,  but  extended  to  all.  Gentiles  as  well  as 
Jews  ;  would  not  this  declare,  that  the  privileges  of  the 
place  are  full  and  ample,  fo  as  whofoever  comes  to  this 
fanftuary,  might  be  fafe  ?  Here  alfo,  in  like  manner, 
the  fufficiency  of  the  merit  of  Chrift,  and  the  fulnefs  of 
his  righteoufnefs  is  declared,  infomuch  that  none  can, 
with  any  fhadow  of  reafon,  exclude  themfelves,  be  what 
they  will.  People ^  Gentiles ^  Dark,  Blind,  Imprifoned ; 
feeing  all  Ge^etiles,  who  are  called  Dogs,  Aliens,  Hea- 
thens, Uncircumcifed,  are  included ;  and  feeing  the  mot- 
to written  on  the  outfide  of  the  door  of  the  fandhiary, 
is,  Whofoever  will,  let  him  come ;  all  comers  are  wel- 
come, and  refufers  left  inexcufable. 

VI.  The  fixth  thing  propofed,  was  the  application  of 
the  whole.  This  dodrine  would  admit  of  a  vaft  inv- 
provement,  which  we  muft  confine  to  as  narrow  bounds 
as  poffible  ;  and  we  may  improve  it,     ^ 

iji.  For  information.  If  it  be  fo,  that  Chrift,  by  di^ 
vine  ordination,  is  thus  the  covenant  of  the  people ;  in 
the  glafs  of  this  doftrine,  we  clearly  fee,  many  preci- 
ous gofpel  truths.     And, 

I.  Hence  we  may  fee,  in  what  way  it  is,  that  the 
rmn  we  brought  upon  ourfclves,  by  the  breach  and  vio- 
lation 
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lation  of  the  covenant  of  works,  is  reparable.  We 
have  brought  ourfelves  into  a  moft  lamentable  ftate  by 
fin ;  and  we  are  irrecoverably  loft  indeed,  as  to  all  that 
we  can  do  for  our  own  help ;   0  Ifrael^   thou  hajl  de- 

ftroyed  thyfelf.  Who  can  repair  that  ruin  ?  There  is  a 
glorious  ME  that  fays.  In  me  is  thy  help^  Hof.  xiii.  7. 
Who  that  ME  is,  is  explained  in  our  text,  even  a  God 
in  Chrift,  the  glorious  /and  thee  ;  /  will  give  thee  for 
a  covenant  of  the  people.  There  is  no  help,  no  juftifica- 
tion  for  them  now  by  a  covenant  of  works ;  but  /  will 
give  thee  for  a  covenant  to  them  ;  which,  though  it  be  all 
works  to  thee,  yet  it  fliall  be  all  grace  to  them.  The 
world  is  bufy  cafting  the  law  of  works  into  this  and  the 
other  handfome  fliape,  and  pleafing  themfelves  with  a 
fancy,  that  in  this  way  of  works  they  may  have  righte- 
oufnefs  and  life,  to  the  difparagemcnt  of  the  way  of 
grace,  to  the  deftrudion  of  their  own  fouls,  and  to  the 
diflionour  of  Chrift,  who  alone  is  the  covenant  of  the 
people. 

2.  Hence  we  fee  the  greatnefs  of  the  love  of  God  to- 
wards poor  iinners,  in  giving  fuch  a  great  and  glorious 
perfon  as  Chrift,  and  that  for  fuch  a  great  and  glorious 
end,  as  to  be  a  covenant  of  the  people  ;  Godfo  loved  ihe 
worlds  as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son^  that  whofoever  be- 
lieveth  in  him  might  not  perijh^  but  have  everlajiing  life. 
Chrift  came  not  to  be  a  covenant  of  the  people  without 
a  commiffion,  call,  and  ordination  from  his  Father.  He 
had  authority  from  the  Father  to  do  all  that  he  did  a- 
bout  the  covenant ;  I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant.  Let 
not  our  notions  of  God  be  fo  grofs,  as  to  think,  that 
God  the  Father  is  of  an  implacable  nature,  full  of  feve- 
rity  ;  and  that  the  Son  only  is  of  a  pleafant,  meek  na- 

V  ture,  full  of  lenity  towards  finners.  Nay,  God  the  Fa- 
ther was  the  j^ft,  in  order  of  nature,  that  made  th<? 
motion  concerning  man's  redemption ;  Chrift  was  ap- 
pointed, authorized,  and  given  of  him :  behold,  the 
love  of  God  hath  gone  to  its  utmoft  hight  in  giving 
Chrift,  for  he  cannot  give  a  greater  gift  j  and  the  love 
of  Chrift  hath  alfo  gone  to  its  utmoft,  in  confenting 
hereto,  and  giving  himfelf,  and  all  this  to  be  no  lefs 
than  a  complete  covenant  of  the  people.  Becaufe  the 
C  c  2  ^t.a^^ 
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people  can  do  nothing,  therefore  he  leaves  them  no" 
thing  to  do  of  themfelves ;  /  will  give  thee  for  a  cofvenant 
0f  the  people. 

3.  Hence  we  may  fee  a  t^  of  the  true  religion.  All 
fchemes  that  centre  not  in  Chrift,  are  to  be  rejeded ; 
and  all  fchemes  of  the  covenant,  that  make  not  Chrift 
to  be  the  all  of  it,  are  to  be  renounced :  If  I  can  find 
nothing  in  the  covena^nt  but  Chrift,  furely  I  find  enough, 
and  I  find  all  that  my  text  makes  of  it ;  and  if  the  world 
make  it  a  new  fcheme,  at  their  peril  be  it.  But  this  I 
fay,  that  every  fcheme,  that  leads  to y^^,  and  takes  off 
from  Chrift,-  is  a  falfe  and  ruinous  fcheme ;  yea,  every 
dodrine  that  advances  any  thing  to  be  a  rival  with  hiift, 
and  mingles  our  filthy  rags  with  his  excellent  robes,  i^ 
of  a  foul-ruining  nature,  and  utterly  to  be  detefted. 
The  fecotid  Adam  came  not  to  patch  up,  and  amend 
old  Adam's  coat,  as  fome  ex,prefe  it,  but  to  give  us  a 
wholly  new  garment  of  his  own  making,  and  dyed  with 
his  own  blood  :  /  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant.  Our 
chief  bufinefs,  as  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  is  to  tarumpet 
forth  the  tranfcendent  excellency  of  Chrift,  and  deftr^ 
to  know  nothing  but  Chriji^  and  him  crucified^  and  $s  the 
all  of  the  covenant,  for  making  people  both  happy  and . 
holy. 

4.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  believer's  yr(f(?^^;72  from  the 
law  as  a  covenant  of  works :  he  is  not  under  the  law^ 
but  under  grace  ;  having  clofed  with  Chrift,  Chrift  is 
now  all  the  covenant  that  he  is  under :  he  is  freed  both 
from  the  do  and  the  die^  the  command  and  the  threa- 
tening of  the  covenant  of  works  :  they  are  made  void 
to  him  through  Chrift,  for  he  is  not  under  it,  either  to 
be  juftified  or  condemned :  he  is  not  under  its  com- 
mand, to  be  juftified  for  his  obedience ;  nor  under  its 
threatening  and  fanftion,  to  be  condemned  for  his  dif- 
obedience,  as  it  is  a  covenant ;  for,  There  is  no  condem- 
nation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrijl.  It  is  true,  as  the  law 
is  a  rule  of  obedience^  he  remains  under  it,  as  much  and 
more  than  ever,  and  ftands  obliged  thereby  to  ftudy 
perfeftion  ;  and  his  difobedience  may  bring  upon  him 
rods  and  ftripes,  and  all  the  terrible  effeds  of  God*s 
fatherly  difpleafure  upon  foul  and  body?  but  as  it  is  a 

rule' 
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n^le  of  ^cfeptance,  ^condition  of  life,  or  a  covenant  of 
"^vorks,  he  hath  nothing  to  do  with  it,  nothing  to  ex- 
ped  from  it,  nothing  to  fear  by  it :  he  hath  nothing  to 
4o  with  it  any  more  than  a  wife  hath,  to  do  with  a  dead 
Jhufband.  Rom.  yii.  4.  Te  are  dead  to  the  law,  by  the 
l^aiy  af  Chrift^  that  ye  might  he  married  to  another^  even 
ta}m  phat  is  raifed  fvoim  the.  dead,  that  ye  mght  bring 
forth  fruit  unto  God.  He  is  not  to  bring  forth  fruit  any 
jjicre  to  the  dead  hufband,  to  the  law ;  but  to  Chrift, 
the  hviug  huiband.  He  hath  nothing  to  expcd:  from  it ; 
IU)  life,  5Q  fighteoufnefs,  np  happinefs,  no  holinefs  by 
his  own.  legal  obedience,  but  only  by  Chrift,  a  better 
covenant.  And  he  hath  nothing  to  fear  by  it ;  no  hell, 
ho  4cath,  no  damnation,  no  condemnation,  np  liable- 
nefs  thereto.     And  hence, 

5.  We  fee  what  place  the  believer's  obedience  hath 
in  the  covenant  of  grace :  His  obedience  hath  no  place 
here;,  in  point  of  caufality^  or  proper  federal  conditional 
iity  ;  for  this  were  to  turn  it  into  the  fame  place  it  had 
in  the  covenant  of  works,  where,  though  there  was  Jia 
merit  of  condignity  (I  know  few  will  dare  to  fay  fo)  yet 
jthere  was  a  merit  by  paftion  ;  that  is  to  fay,  there  was 
a  promife  of  life  made  to  works  and  obedience,  l)o^ 
find  live.  But,  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  we  affert,  a- 
,gainft  all  popifli  dodrine  wiiatfoever,  that  there  is  no 
iuch  reward  of  work,  obedience,  or  perfonal  holinefs, 
iupon  compact  and  promife  ;  becaufe  the  tenor  of  this  ^ 
covenant  runs  upon  the  condition  of  Chrift's  obedience 
and  righteo^ufnefs,  apprehended  by  faith.  .  Gofpel-holi- 
jiefs  is  of  manifold  neceffity  in  the  new  covenant ;  but 
.the  promife  of  life  is  not  here  made  to  the  work,  but  to 
the  worker  ;  and  to  the  worker,  not  for  his  work  ;  but 
for  the  merit  ofChri/i :  As  for  inftance.  Be  thou  faithful 
unto  the  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  the  crown  cf  life  ;  the 
•promife  is  not  made  X.o  fidelity,  but  .to  the  faithful  per- 
fon,  whofe  fidelity  is  a  fign  that  he  is  in  Chrift,  In  whom 
all  the  prcmifcs^are  yea,  and  Amen.  If  the  law  had  now 
the  promife  of  life  to  our  obedience,  we  ftiould  not  have 
life  and  falvation  any  other  way  but  by  the  law,  and  by 
the  works  thereof;  Gal.  iii.  21.  If  there  had  been  a 
law  given,  that  could  have  given  life^  verily  righteoufnefs 
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Jhould  have  been  by  the  law ;  therefore  our  obedience 
now  is  not  a  catife  or  condition^  but  a  necejfarj  effeU  of 
the  covenant,  and  qualification  of  all  that  are  "onthin  the 
covenant ;  yea,  all  whom  this  covenant  takes  hold  of, 
it  makes  them  holy :  And  therefore.  Without  holinefs  no 
fiianJhallfeeGod  ;  becaufe  without  holinefs  no  man  nath 
this  eflfefitive  evidence  of  his  being  within  this  holy  co- 
venant. 

6.  Hence  we  may  fee,  what  are  the  motives  that  now 
Ihould  influence  the  believer  in  his  obedience.  If  C3irift 
be  the  all  of  the  covenant,  and  that  he  is  loofed  from 
all  his  former  relation  to  the  covenant  of  works,  he  is 
Tiot  to  obey  either  from  a  legal  hope  of  hes^ven,  or 
flavifh  fear  of  hell.  Not  from  a  legal  hope  of  heaven ; 
for  the  covenant  fecures  the  purchafe  of  that  by  Chrift's 
pe'rfefl:  obedience :  not  from  a  Jlavijh  fear  of  hell ;  for 
the  covenant  hath  fecured  freedom  from  that  by 
Chrift's  complete  fatisfaftion.  The  principal  motive  is 
the  love  of  Chriji  conjlraining ;  the  love  of  a  God  in 
Chrift,  who  is  given  for  a  covenant  of  the  people.  God 
deals  not  with  believers  now  according  to  the  covenant 
of  works,  neither  ought  they  to  deal  with  him  as  if  they 
were  under  it.  They  ought  to  mourn  for  fin,  to  repent, 
to  confcfs,  to  beg  pardon,  but  not  in  a  legal  way,  as  if 
they  had  to  do  with  a  wrathful  Judge,  but  as  having  to 
do  with  a  merciful  Father  in  Chrift :  they  are  to  yield 
obedience  to  the  law,  not  out  of  a  fervile  fear  of  hell 
and  wrath,  but  out  df  a  child-like  love  and  willing 
mind ;  fo  far  as  the  believer  afts  othcrwife,  fo  far  he  is 
under  a  fpirit  of  bondage.  Neither  ought  the  believer  ' 
to  aft  from  a  dread  and  fear  of  his  being  difinherited ; 
fo  far  as  he  does  fo,  it  is  not  an  aft  of  faith,  but  of  un- 
belief; for  he  cannot  view  this  covenant,  and  yet  fee 
himfelf  left  at  an  uncertainty.  There  is  no  liablencfs 
to  a  forfeiture  of  its  privileges  ;  ChriJI  is  the  covenant  of 
the  people. 

7.  Hence  fee,  if  Chrift  be  the  covenant  of  the  people, 
by  God's  ordination,  why  the  believer  is  to  take  the 
law  only  out  of  the  hand  of  a  Mediator ,  and  yet  is  not 
without  law  to  God,  when  he  is  under  the  law  to  Chrift. 
He  is  not  to  view  it  in  the  fi.rft  covenant-form,  in  the 
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hand  of  an  abfolutc  God,  but  only  in  Chrift,  and  as  it 
Is  caft  into  a  new  covenant-forn^ :  and  the  original  au- 
thority of  the  law  is  not  here  diffolved,  nor  obligation 
to  obedience  diminifhed,  but  rather  ftrengthcned  and 
fweetened;  in  regard  that  this  authority  does  now  run 
only  in  this  fweet  and  bleffed  channel,  by  the  Father's 
ordination ;  yea,  the  Creator's  authority  and  fovereign 
ty  is  in  Chrift,  and  the  whole  fulnefs  of  the  Godh^d, 
and  by  the  voice  of  God  the  Father  from  the  excellent 
glory,  faying,  TJw  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  1  am, well- 
pleajed:  bear  ye  him.  We  arefo  much  obliged,  by  the 
Father's  appointment,  to  obey  him,  and  take  the  bw 
only  out  of  his  hand,  that  if  we  do  it  not  we  condemn 
the  authority  of  the  Father,  and  run  crofs  to  this  divine 
ordination. 

8.  Hence  fee,  if  Chrift  be  the  all  of  the  covenant, 
then  believers  have  all  things  in  Chrijl.  Chrift  being  the 
covenant  of  the  people  ;  this  covenant  is  all  his  falvation^ 
and  all  his  dejire.  All  his  falvation  is  here ;  and  well  may 
the  believer  fay,  in  the  excrcife  of  faith,  in  Chrift  I 
have  all  things  at  once ;  neither  need  I  any  more  that 
is  neceffary  to  falvation :  this  covenant  is  all  my  falvati- 
on.— He  may  fay,  in  the  point  of  juftification,  Chrift 
is  my  righteoufnefs,  my  treafure,  my  work,  my  cove- 
nant, my  all ;  yea,  my  all  in  all ;  For  in  him  dwelletb  tfje 
fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily  ;  and  believers  tfrr  complete 
in  htm,  who  of  God  is  made  to  them  wifdom^'  righteoufnefs^ 
fanSiification,  and  redemption, 

9.  Hence  we  may  fee,  if  Chrift  be  given  for  a  cove- 
nant of  the  people,  that  the  gofpel  ftriftly  and  properly 
taken,  is  a  bundle  of  good  news,  glad  tidings,  and  gracious 
fromifes  ;  our  text  is  a  fum  of  the  gofpel,  and  it  is  a  free 
promife,  I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people  :  there 
is  no  precept  nor  commandment  here.  The  law  is  pro- 
perly a  word  of  precept,  but  not  the  gofpel :  the  law 
commands  all,  and  the  gofpel  promifes  all.  It  were  a 
difparagement  to  the  divine  law,  if  it  were  not  perfeft 
and  exceeding  broad,  if  there  were  any  duty  we  arc 
called  unto  not  enjoined  therein  :  Why,  are  there  no 
commands  in  the  gofpel,  fay  fome  ?  We  are  ready.  Sirs, 
to  confound  the  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel,  with  this 

gofpel 
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gofpelitfelf;  and' tills  makes  touch  tcratigfin^s  on  rtiig 
head.  The  gofpel,  .largely  takdt  for  the  dij^'enjiititm 
thereof,  hath  the  whble  hw  Tn  h,  iubfervtent  thereun- 
to ;  but  ftriaiy  taken,  it  is  a  quite  other  thing  than  thi 
law  of  comfiiahds.  Taifh  and  repentance  may  ht  c<ffle'd 
gofpel-comfnknds,  if  you  fpeak  of  the  difp^fation  of 
the  gofpel  \  but  if  you  fpeak  of  the  gofpcl  itfelf,  'they 
come  in  under  another  donfideration.  We  ^retodiftih- 
guifli  betwixt  duties  zxv^^graces:  Faith  and  repentdrice^  as 
they  are  duties^  are  commanded  in  the  law;  but  as  they 
are  graces  j  they  are  promifed  ift  the  gofpel.  We  arc 'to 
diftinguilh  betwixt  a  new  commanded  duty,  and  4 
new  prefented  objeft;  the  gofpel  prefents  a  new  objefi 
of  faith,  a  Gbd  in  Chrift ;  but  the  fame  law  that  was 
fronx  the  beginning,  obliges  us  to  believe  whatever  ndw 
Revelation  God  makes.  If  we  underftand  it  fafely,  then 
we  may  fay,  the  law  obliges  us  to  believe,  the  gdfpCl, 
and  therefore  he  that  believeth  not  the  gofpel,  is'^con- 
demned  already  by  the  law,  John  iii.  18.  And  this  con- 
demnation fliall  be  more  aggravated, 'than  if  this  new 
objefl:  of  faith  had  never  beenprefented,  or  if  this  light 
had  never  come  into  the  world,  ver.  19. 

10.  Hence  learn.  If  Chrift  be  given  as  the  covenant" 
of  the  people,  then  we  may  fee  the  nature  of  faith  ^  and 
its  appropriating  quality.  When  God  fays,  /  will  give 
thee  as  a  covenant  of  the  people  ;  faith  fays  fomething  by 
way  of  anfwer,  correfponding  with  the  revelation  and 
tefUmony  of  God :  God  fays,  I  give  ;  faith  fays,  I  take; 
'God  fays,  I  give  him  for  a  covenant ;  faith  fay«,  I  take 
him  for  a  covenant ;  God  fays,  I  give  him  for  a  cove- 
nant of  the  people  ;  faith  fays,  I  am  07ie  of  the  people ;  I 
take  him  for  my  covenant,  my  o\vn  all :  it  is  the  people's 
covenant  in  the  general  offer,  but  my  covenant  in  the 
particular  application  of  faith  :  faith  breaks  the  fliell,'and 
eats  the  kernel.  The  general  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel 
fays,  he  is  given  for.a  covenant  of  the  people  ;  the  par- 
ticular application  of  faith  fays,  he  is  given  for  a  (Cove- 
nant to  me :  God  fays,  I  give  him ;  faith  fays,  I  take 
him  as  a  gift,  a  free  gift:  God  fays,  I  give  him,  it  is  I 
that  gives  him ;  faith  fays,  I  take  him  as  thy  gift,  as 
God*s  gift:  God  fays  I  will  give  him,  it  is  my  will 

to 
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to  do  it;  feith  lays,  thy  \fdttbe  done,  even  fo  I  take  him 
according  to  thy  will,  Amerij  fo  be  it ;  and  all  the  peo- 
ple fliould  fay  Amen  ;  and  every  one  for  himfelf  fhould 
fay  Anien  to  God's  offer,  and  receive  and  reft  upon  hiin 
alone  for  falvation,  as  he  is  offered ;  and  in  fo  doing, 
believe  that  through  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrtjl^ 
they  Jball  be  favedy  Afts  ifc  1 1. 

11.  Hence  fee,  if  Chrift  be  thus  given  for  a  cove- 
nant of  the  people,  fee  the  ground  of  faith  that  all  the 
hearers  of  the  gofpel  have :  Why,  the  offer  is  univer- 
fal  to  all  that  hear  the  gofpel ;  I  give  him  for  a  cove- 
nant of  the  people.  Let  Arminiai;is  maintain,  at  their 
peril,  their  univcrfal  redemption  ;  but  we  muft  maintain, 
at  our  peril,  the  univerfal  offer :  neceffity  is  laid  upon  • 
us,  and  wo  to  us,  if  we  preach  not  this  gofpel  to  every 
creature.  Chrift  is  fo  far  given  to  all  the  peopde  that  hear 
the  gofpel,  that  it  is  warrantable  for  them  to  receive  the 
gift :  it  is  no  prefumption  for  them  to  take  what  God 
gives ;  they  (hall  not  be  guilty  of  vitious  intromiffion  in 
fo  doing ;  nay,  they  fhall  be  guilty,  they  ftiall  be  damned, 
if  they  believe  not,  and  take  not  God's  gift.  It  is  true, 
reprobates  will  exclude  thcmfelves,  but  this  gofpel-offer 
does  not  exclude  them ;  they  have  as  fair  a  revealed  war- 
rant to  believe,  as  the  elefl:  have.  We  cannot  fay,  you  are 
an  eled  man,  you  are  an  eleft  woman,  therefore  beheve ; 
we  have  no  fuch  commiffion :  nay,  God,  by  this  gofpel, 
cafts  the  covenant  in  among  all  the  people,  faying,  Who^ 

foever  will^  let  him  take  ;  whofoever  plcafes,  let  him  take, 
and  in  taking,  he  fhall  have  a  proof  of  his  being  an  e- 
left-veffel.  As  it  is  faid  of  the  Jews,  To  them  belong  the 
covenant  and  promifes  ;  fofay  I  to  you.  Gentiles,  the  co- 
venant belongs  to  you  ;  The  promife  is  to  you^  afid  your 
children :  you  have  a  right  and  a  warrant  to  take  all ; 
and  this  right  was  fealcd  to  you  in  baptifm,  and  is  pro- 
claimed to  you  in  this  gofpel ;  and  you  (hall  be  inex- 
cufable  if  you  improve  it  not :  you  will  have  none  to 
blame  for  your  damnation  but  yourfelves,  and  your 
own  enmity  and  ill-will ;  Tou  will  not  come  to  me  that  ye 
might  have  life.  I  would  have  gathered  you  ^  and  you  would 
not. 

12.  Hence  we  fee  die  certainty  of  the  converjton  of 
V  o  L.  I.  D  d  •         ibe 
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^the  eleff ;  whofe  converfion,  in  particular,  is  God's  great 
end  and  defign  in  exhibiting  Ghrift  as  a  covenant  to  the 
•people  in  general.     It  is  with  a  defign  to  give  Chrift  to 
them  in  poffeffion,  that  he  gives  him  to  a  vifible  church 
in  the  gofpel-ofFer.  It  is  for  the  cleft's  fake  that  the  re- 
probate have  an  offer  of  Chrift ;  and  if  once  all  the  eleft 
were  gathered,  the  found  of  the  filver-trumpet  of  the 
gofpellhall  be  heard  no  more.  The  difpenfation  of  the 
•gofpel  is  the  mean  which  he  fanciifies  and  blefles  to  that 
end,  for  working  and  begetting  faith  in  all  the  elefi, 
whofe  names,  as  I  faid  before,  are  all  recorded  in  the 
original  draught  of  the  covenant,  which  is  indeed  a  feal- 
ed  writ,  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with,  till  once  we 
have  fubfcribed  the  open  copy  that  is  here  before  us  all. 
However,  this  work  is  not  left  arbitrary  to  the  will  of 
men,  otherwife  none  would  ever  be  willing ;  for  all  are 
enemies,  and  the  power  of  enmity  is  infuperable  by 
men  :  therefore  our  text  promifes,  not  only  the  meansj 
the  general  donation  of  Chrift  in  the  indefinite  offer, 
but  alfo  the  power^  the  effeftual  application  of  the  co- 
venant of  grace,  to  the  converfion  of  all  whom  Chrift 
did  undertake  for.     Why,  the  covenant  here  exhibit- 
ed, is  propofed  as  a  covenant  of  light ;  light  to  the  den- 
tiles ^  and  to  remove  fpiritual  darknefs :  a  covenant  of 
Jight ;  to  open  blind  eyes^  and  fo  to  remove  ^iritual  blind- 
nefs :  and  a  covenant  of  liberty ;  to  remove  fpiritual 
bondage  to  fin  and  Satan  ;  all  which  denote  effedlual  vo- 
cation^ which  is  a  being  brought  from  darknefs  to  lights 
•^XiAfrom  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God.     And  hence  we 
fee,  how  effeftual  vocation  and  faving  faith  followed 
upon  this  very  gofpel-difpenfation,  Afts  xiii.  47,  48. 
So  that  an  effeftual  application  of  the  covenant  of  grace 
is  here  promifed  to  Chrift,  in  behalf  of  all  that  were    . 
given  to  him ;  it  is  abfolutely  promifed,  that  he  fhall 
fee  his  feed,  and  fee  the  travel  of  his  foul.     The  ele^ion 
fhall  obtain  ;  and  all  that  the  Father  hath  given  him^  fhall 
come  to  him :  and  yet  we  fee  that  the  accomplifliment 
hereof,  is  by  ways  and  means  of  his  appointment,  in  the 
general  invitation  and  call  of  the  gofpel.     God,  by  his 
will  of  precept  revealed,  commands  all,  where-ever  the 
golpel  comes,  to  believe ;  and  he  mocks  none ;  for  all 

that 
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that  do  believe  (hall  certainly  be  faved :  and  though 
none  have  power  to  make  the  means  cffeftual;  yet  d^e 
utmoft  attendance  to  the  general  call  of  the  gofpel,  b 
of  the  utmoft  concernment  to  your  fouls  for  eternity ; 
for,  ,who  knows  that  he  is  not  of  that  number,  whomj 
Chrift  covenanted  for,  and  will  make  it  effedual  unto  ? 

But  fo  vaftly  copious  and  comprehenfive  is  this  doc- 
trine, that  I  might  begin  anew,  to  give  a  bundle  of 
more  inferences  therefix)m. 

I.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  miferable  circumjiances  af  all 
unbelievers^  that  hear  this  gofpel,  and  yet  refufe  God's 
gift  of  Chrift  as  a  covenant.  They  continue  under  a  co- 
venant of  works,  both  in  its  commanding  and  con- 
demning power.  That  they  are  under  its  condemning 
power,  is  evident;  for,  fays  Chrift,  He  thai  beUeveth 
not  is  condemned  already :  And  that  they  are  under  its 
commanding  power,  is  evident  alfo ;  for,  fays  the  apoftle^ 
They  are  debitors  to  do  the  whole  law^  Gal.  v.  3.  In  A- 
dam's  covenant,  they  remain  under  obUgation  to  duties 
and  punifhment,  as  long#as  they  are  not  interefted  in 
the  new  covenant.  Though  by  the  gofpel  they  are  ob- 
liged to  feek  a  title  to  life  through  Chrift^s  obedience, 
and  freedom  from  wrath,  through  his  fatisfaOiion  ;  yet 
while  this  covenant  is  flighted,  they  remain  obliged,  in 
their  own  perfons,  to  yield  perfed  obedience,  upon 
pain  of  damnation :  if  they  be  not  under  the  command 
with  the  promife,  D<?,  ai\d  Hve^  they  are  under  the 
command  with  the  threatening,  Do^  and  be  damned. 
They  are  in  a  miferable  ftate ;  for  the  leaft  i[ailure,  in 
obedience  to  the  command,  brings  them  under  the 
whole  curfe  of  the  threatening,  and  wrath  of  the  eter- 
nal God,  while  they  will  not  have  a  better  covenant. 

^.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  folly  of  all  that  prefer  any 
ruining  covenant  to  this  covenant^  which  God  gives  for 
our  relief.  The  covenant  of  works  is  now  a  ruining  Co- 
venant ;  yet  many  prefer  this  covenant  to  Chrift,  the 
covenant  of  the  people.  They  prefer  their  doing  to 
Chrift's  doing,  while  they  cannot  believe  they  ftiall  have 
acceptance  with  God  upon  Chrift^s  doing,  and  obedi- 
ence ;  and  yet  they  will  hope,  that  if  they  do  their  beft, 
then  God  will  accept  of  them.  O  proud  devil,  that  thus 
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makes  the  dung  of  thy  duties  of  more  account  than  the 
perfeft  obedience  of  the  Son  of  God !  The  covenant 
with  hell  is  alfo  a  ruining  covenant ;  and  yet  the  world 
prefers  this  alfo  to  that  glorious  covenant,  while  they 
/are  in  league  with  their  lirfls,  and  prefer  their  b^e  idols 
to  the  Son  of  God. 

3.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  difference  betwixt  the  law 
and  the  gojpel;  the  covenant  of  works  and  the  covenant 
of  grace.  The  law  promifes  nothing  but  upon  our  doing ; 
the  gofpel  promifes  nothing  but  upon  ChrijVs  doing  :  he 
is  the  covenant  of  the  people.  The  covenant  of  works 
promifes  life,  if  we  obey  in  our  own  perfons  ;  the  co- 
venant of  grace  promifes  life,  if  we  obey  in  our  Surety. 
The  condition  of  the  covenant  oi  works ^  and  the  covc^ 
nant  oi  grace  both,  n  perfect  obedience  ;  but  here  lies  the 
difference ;  the  condition  of  tlie  covenant  of  works  is 
perfeft  obedience /^r/2?«tf//  the  condition  of  the  cove- 
nant of  grace  is  perfeft  obedience  imputed^  and  convey- 
ed to  us  by  a  faith  of  God's  operation^  Yet  both  law  and 
gofpel  are  fweetly  fubfervient,  the  one  to  the  other,  and 
work  to  one  another's  hand,  while  the  law  declares 
what  obedience  God  requires,  and  the  gofpel  provides 
that  obedience,  and  points  out  Chrift  as  the  all  of  it ; 
fo  faith  doth  not  make  void  the  lawy  but  ejlablifhes  it^  and 
makes  it  honourable^  etc.  Chrift  hath  fulfilled  the  con- 
dition of  the  covenant,  to  the  Father's  contentment ; 
The  Lord  is  well-pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs  fakcy  for  be 
hath  magnified  the  law^  and  made  it  honourable. 

4.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  difference  betwixt  God^s  co- 
venant of  grace  ^  and  our  covenant  of  duties.  Our  cove- 
^nant  of  duties  is  either  private  and  pcrfonal,  or  public 

and  national.  If  by  perfonal-covenanting  be  either  meant 
believing  at  firft,  and  laying  hold  on  God's  covenant, 
or  the  believer's  engaging,  through  grace,  to  fervc  the 
Lord,  in  all  the  duties  of  religion ;  it  is  indeed  the  dit- 
ty and  honour  of  every  perfon,  to  be  thus  engaged. 
Public  and  national  covenanting  is  alfo  the  duty  and  ho- 
nour of  a  land  :  it  was  the  glory  of  Scotland,  that  we 
were  folemnly  in  covenant ;  wherein  our  forefathers,  for 
themfelves  and  their  pofterity,  "  engaged  and  fwore  a- 
<'  gainft  popery,  prelacy,  fuperftition,  and  every  thing 
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^*  contrary  to  the  word  of  God ;  and  to  the  dodrinc, 
**'  difciplinc,  worlhip,  and  -goveramcnt  of  the  reform-  . 
"  ed  church  of  Scotland ;  — and  that  as  we  fliould  an- 
"  fwer  to  Jefus  Chrift  at  the  great  day,  and  under  the 
^*  pain  of  God's  cverlafting  wrath,  and  of  infamy,  and 
*'  lofs  of  all  honour  and  refped  in  this  world/'  And, 
O  may  not  our  hearts  bleed  to  think  on  our  defeftion 
from  old-covenanted  principles,  and  violation  of  en- 
gagements ;  yea,  of  the  burning  and  burial  of  our  co- 
venants, and  many  grave-ftones  laid  upon  the  fepulchre ; 
alfo  the  prevalancy  of  abjured  popery  in  this  land,  with- 
out being  duly  lamented,  and  the  open  introdudion  of" 
abjured  prelacy^  and  Englijh  popijh  ceremonies  and  fer- 
vices  J  in  many  places  of  this  land,  without  being  duly 
teftified  againft ;  but  the  zeal  of  many  runs  in  another 
channel  ?  Is  it  any  wonder  then,  that  the  infamy  and 
lofs  of  honour,  and  refpeft  in  this  world,  mentioned  in 
that  covenant,  hath  come  upon  us,  while  our  honour 
as  a  nation,  and  glory  as  a  church,  is  funk  into  the  hor- 
rible pit  and  filthy  mire  of  infamy,  bondage,  flavery,  and 
contempt?  However,  covenant-obligation  to  duty  is 
what  we  ftand  ftill  under  ;  though  many  be  afhamed  of, 
and  refufe  to  own  thefe  obligations,  yet  it  is  the  glory 
of  our  land,  however  it  be  now  defaced.  And  there- 
fore, let  us  even,  in  our  approaches  to  a  communion- 
table, go  forward,  lamenting  our  fmful  defeftion  from 
the  covenanted  reformation,  acknowledging  our  folemn 
covenant-obligation ;  and  hoping,  that  the  Lord  will, 
in  due  time,  revive  a  covenanted  work,  and  pour  out  a 
fpirit  of  reformation.  But  let  us  withal  remember, 
there  is  a  vaft  difference  betwixt  God's  covenant  and 
cur  covenant,  betwixt  his  promife,  and  our  promife ; 
we  may  break  and  change  a  thoufand  times,  but  the 
covenant  of  grace  is  unchangeable,  and  ftands  faft  in 
Chrift.  Many  poor  Chriftians  miftake  matters  fadly, 
by  confounding  their  covenant  knd  engagement  to  duty, 
with  God's  covenant  of  grace.  They  covenant  to  ferve 
the  Lord,  and  the  next  day  they  break  it  j  O !  fays  the 
man,  the  covenant  of  grace  is  broken.  Grofs  igno- 
rance !  the  covenant  of  grace  is  quite  another  thing. 
Therefore,  . 
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5.  Hence  we  may  infer.  If  Chrift  be  given  for  a  co- 
venant of  the  people,  the  tranfcendent  excellency  of  this, 
above  all  other  covenants,  whether  of  legal  works,  or 
gofpel-duties.  For  here  the  Father  is  promifing  to  the 
Son,  that  he  (hould  be  a  covenant  of  the  people ;  and 
fo  it  imports  all  the  excellent  qualities  and  properties 
that  can  be  in  a  covenant. 

(t.)  If  Chrift  be  given  of  God  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people;  then  it  is  a  ^ivine  covenant,  a  covenant  of 
God's  making,  and  not  of  ours  :  it  was  made  when  wc 
knew  liothing  about  it ;  it  was  made  when  we  were  no- 
thing ;  yea,  when  we  were  forefeen  to  be  a  company 
of  loft  and  undone  finners :  God  made  it  With  his  Son, . 
and  eftablifhed  all  the  articles,  promifes,  and  bleffings 
of  it,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world  was  laid ;  yea, 
it  is  God  that  mikes  the  eleft,  in  a  day  of  power,  to 
take  up  the  extraft  of  it,  to  read  it,  to  love  it,  to  figri 
it.     Again, 

(2.)  If  Chrift  be  given  for  a  covenant  of  the  people, 
then  it  is  a  free  covenant,  altogether  free ;  abfolute, 
and  unconditional  to  us.  It  is  a  covenant  given  of  God ; 
I  will  give  thee,  for  a  covenant.  Our  legal  hearts  are  ftiH 
for  giving  fomething  to  God,  and  for  giving  him  this 
and  the  other  fervice,  in  hope  of  pleafing  and  pacifying 
him ;  and  doing  fo  and  fo  in  order  to  acceptance  with 
him.  Nay,  but  fays  God,  your  giving  me,  is  vain, 
unlefs  I  give  you ;  your  giving  is  not  the  way  of  it, 
but  I  will  give,  and  you  ftiall  take.  The  legalift  is  con- 
ftantly  for  giving,  but  the  believer  is  always  for  tak- 
ing ;  you  muft  know  that  here  you  have  nothing  to  give, 
but  to  take.  There  is  an  order  indeed  obferved  in  the 
covenant,  and  in  God's  giving :  there  is  a  condition  of 
connexion  between  one  blefling  and  another ;  firft  the 
fpirit  of  faith  is  given,  and  then  by  faith,  the  man  takes 
other  bleffings ;  and  receives  of  Ghrift's  fulnefs,  Grace 
for  grace.  Here  God  gives  all,  and  faith  takes  alL  All 
that  is  required,  is  given  ;  and  all  that  is  given,  is  giv- 
en freely.  Faith  itfelf  doth  but  receive  a  right ;  it  does 
not  give  one ;  it  afts  in  a  way  of  taking  what  God 
gives ;  it  takes  the  covenant  that  God  gives ;  it  takes 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,   which  is  the  meritorious 
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condition  of  the  covenant,  and  fo  is  the  means  of  our 
being  accounted  righteous.  Not  one  promife  of  life, 
,or  of  the  eternal  reward,  can  the  believer  lay^laim  to, 
but  in  Chrift ;  for  all  the  promifes  are  in  him  yea^  and  in 
bim  Amen  ;  in  him,  in  him  ;  twice  over,  as  I  faid  al- 
ready :  Why,  we  cannot  claim  any  one  promife  in  our 
name,  upon  performing  any  gofpel-condition,  tliough 
by  the  aids  of  grace ;  for  then.,  though  it  were  never 
fo  fmall,'  it  were  of  debt  to  us :  but  our  only  claim  is 
in  him ;  that  isy  in  the  right  of  our  elder  Brother,  Je- 
fus  Ghrift :  and  thus  it  is  of  debt  to  him,  but  only  of 
grace  to  us.  And  thus  God  is  not  a  debtor  to  us,  but 
to  himfelf ;  to  hi^  own  goodnefs  and  faithfulnefs,  and 
to  his  Son  Jeftis  Chrift.     *  If  either  faith  or  obedience 

*  were  a  condition,   then  there  were  a  fufpending  the 
'  ads  of  God,    upon  fome  aftings  of  the  creature; 

*  which,  fays  an  eminent  divine  [Dr.  OwenJ,  cannot 
^  be^  without  fubjefting  eternity  to  time,  the  firft  caufc 

*  to  the  fecond,  the  Creator  to  the  creature.*     Again, 

(3.)  If  Chrift  be  the  covenant  of  the  people,  then  it 
is  ?Lfull  covenant,  having  all  things  in  it :  it  hath  grace 
and  glory  in  it ;  happinefs  and  holinefs  in  it ;  peace  and 
pardon  in  it ;  yea,  Chrift,  who  is  all  in  ally  is  in  it ;  for 
he  is  the  all  of  it.  Who  can  tell  me  of  a  gr^cc  or  gra- 
cious quality  that  does  not  fpring  out  of  this  covenant 
and  the  promifes  of  it  ?  It  takes  in  all  the  promifes  made 
to  Chrift  and  to  us.  Some  promifes  are  conjiitutive  of 
the  covenant,  as  thefe  betwixt  the- Father  and  the  Son, 
concerning  a  feed ;  and  here,  Chrift  hath  fome  peculi- 
ar promifes  appropriate  to  him,  which  are  not  afforded 
to  us  in  the  fame  manner  and  degree.  Others  are  exe- 
cutivCy  or  referring  to  the  execution  and  application  of 
it,  as  Heb.  x.  11,  12.  Some  are  principal^  and  con- 
cern the  endj  eternal  life ;  others  lefs  principal,  and 
concern  the  means,  whether  internal,  as  the  Spirit  and 
faith ;  or  external,  as  ordinances ;  all  is  comprized  in 
the  covenant.     Again, 

(4.)  If  Chrift  be  the  covenant,  then  it  is  a  furs  co- 
^renant,  The  fure  mercies  of  David.  This  covenant  is 
fecured  by  the  oath  of  God  to  his  eternal  Son ;  JOnca 
have  I  fworn  by  my  holinefs ,  that  I  will  not  lie  unto  Da- 
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vid.  He  hath  fworn,  that  the  bargain  fhall  ftand,  in 
fomuch,  that  if  all  the  devils  in  hell  Ihould  attack  the 
weakeft  believer  in  Chrift,  or  that  ever  looked  towards 
a  covenanted  Chrift,  they  cannot  ruin  him,  it  is  impof- 
lible ;  for  the  covenant,  in  which  he  is  wrapt  up,  is  e- 
^ftabliflied,  drawn  up,  and  concluded  betwixt  two  un- 
changeable perfons,  in  prefence  of  that  confenting,  un- 
changable  witnefs,  the  Holy  Ghoft,  one  God,  j^nd  of 
one  and  the  fame  will  effentially  with  the  Father  and  the 
Son ;  The  Lord  hath  fworn^  and  will  not  repent^  Thou 
art  a  prieji  for  ever.  The  parties  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  are  not  God  and  man,  but  God  and  Chrift ;  and 
the  believer  is  no  otherwife  a  party,  but  in  Chrift.  And 
here  is  a  bottom  of  everlafting  cpnfolation,  that  Chrift 
and  he  are  within  one  and  the  fame  covenant,  and  it 
ftands  as  fure  to  them  as  it  flands  faft  in  him. 

In  a  word,  if  Chrift  be  the  covenant,  then  it  is  a  ^fo- 
rious  covenant,  a  holy  covenant,  an  everlq/iing  covenant ; 
but  I  omit  a  great  deal  of  particulars  that  I  might  here 
mention, 

6.  Hence  we  may  infer,  what  is  the  marrow  of  the 
gofpei-feaji  in  the  facr anient  of  the  fupper  ;  it  is  even 
Chrift,  given  of  God  to  be  the  covenant  of  the  people  : 
for,  in  the  facrament,  '  Chrift,  and  the  benefits  of  the 
'  new  covenant  are  reprefented,  fealcd,  and  applied  to 
*  believers.'  To  take  the  facrament,  is  nothing  but  a 
mock,  if  people  do  not  in  it  facramentally,  really,  and 
believingly  take  Chrift  as  the  covenant  of  the  people : 
yea,  the  facrament  of  the  fupper  is  the  feal  of  the  cove- 
nant, confirming,  to  the  believer,  all  the  promifes 
thereof;  This  is  the  New-Tejiament  in  my  blood.  The 
'"ovenant  is  fure  enough  in  itfelf ;  bat  the  believer  is  ne- 
ver too  fure  of  it,  while  he  hath  unbelief  in  him :  an4 
therefore  God  hath  condefcended  to  give  us  all  that  we 
could  require  of  the  moft  faithlefs  and  diihoneft  man  up- 
on the  face  of  the  earth,  that  we' may  believe  him  ;  not 
only  his  word,  and  writ,  and  oath,  but  his  feal  too ; 
and  all  hath  enough  to  do  to  confirm  the  believer*s" 
faith  ;  yea,  nothing  will  confirm  and  ftrengthen  his 
faith,  but  the  fame  almighty  power  of  God  which 
wrought  it  at  firft,  even  the  power  whereby  he  raifed 
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Cbriji  from  the  dead.  Yet,  in  thefe  means,  he  ufes  to 
convey  his  power  for  that  end ;  and  therefore  the  be- 
liever is  to  ufe  them :  I  fay,  the  believer^  becaufe  none, 
who,  by  unbelief,  refufe  the  covenant,  are  to  meddle 
with  the  feal  thereof,  to  profane  it ;  yea,  they  that  ufc 
the  feal,  and  refufe  the  covenant,  they  feal  their  own 
condemnation ;  for,  being  under  the  covenant  of  works, 
they  feal  no  other  covenant,  than  that  which  they  arc 
under ;  and  fo  they  feal  themfelves  up  under  the  bon- 
dage and  curfe  of  the  covenant  of  works,  which  is  the 
heavy  curfe  of  the  great  God.  —But  now,  paffing  all  o- 
ther  ufes,  I  come  to  clofe  with  a  word, 

idlyy  For  exhortation.  If  God  hath  given  Chrift  to 
be  the  coYtnaint  of  the  people^  then  the  native  exhortation 
is,  I.  That  all  the  people  take  the  covenant  that  God  is 
here  giving  them.  And,  2.  That  all  who  take  this  co- 
venant take  the  feal  thereof  in  the  facrament  of  the 
fupper.  But,  at  the  time,  I  confine  myfelf  to^  the  firfl: 
of  thefe. 

The  Jirji  exhortation  is  to  all  the  people  that  hear 
me.  That  feeing  God  makes  offer  of  his  Chrift  to  you, 
and  gives  him  as  a  covenant  of  the  people^  you  would 
take  this  gift  off  his  hand.  I  am  come  to  make  an  of- 
fer of  Chrift,  as  the  all  of  the  covenant,  to  you,  in  his 
name,  who  is  the  covenant,  and  in  his  Father^s  name, 
ivho  gives  him  for  a  covenant  of  the  people.  If  you  go 
to  a  communion-table,  and  take  the  feal  of  the  cove- 
riantj  before  you  take  the  covenant  itfelf,  you  will  but 
mock  God,  and  fet  a  feal  to  a  blank ;  yea,  you  will 
leal  your  covenant  with  hell^  and  trample  under  foot  the 
blood  of  the  everlajiing  covenant.  And  therefore,  I  call 
you  all,  before-hand,  to  come  and  take  the  covenant, 
I  know  not  how  the  call  will  be  entertained  ;  many  will 
flight  it,  but  yet  we  muft  make  the  offer  in  God's 
name,  who  commands  us  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  e^ 
very  creature.  I  know  that  you  cannot,  and  will 
not  embrace  the  offer,  without  divine  almighty  power 
be  extended ;  but  he  ufes  to  make  the  gofpel-offer  the 
channel  of  his  power  to  gain  fouls  to  himfelf.  I  know, 
moreover,  that  as  you  are  unworthy  of  fuch  an  offer ; 
fo  you  would  mind,  it  is  not  me  you  have  to  do  with^ 
V  o  !.•  L  E  e  \i\x\ 
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but  the  great  and  eternjJ  God,  that  is  offering  his  Son 
to  you  for  a  covenant  this  day :  and,  as  it  well  becomes 
fuch  a  glorious  God  to  make  fuch  a  glorious  offer,  fo 
it  becomes  no  vile  finner  here  to  refufe  the  offer.  And 
chufe  or  refufe  you  muft ;  there  is  no  middle :  either 
you  muft  receive  or  rejed  Chrift  this  day,  for  he  is  of- 
iered  univerfally  to  all  the  people  here  for  a  covenant. 
I  know  further,  that  it  is  one  of  the  hardeft  things  in 
the  world,  for  men  to  perfuadc  themfelves,  that  God  is 
in  earncft  in  offering  Chrift  to  them,  and  giving  Chrift 
to  them  in  particular  :  and  yet  becaufc'this  is  the  very 
porch  and  avenue  of  faith,  O  plead  that  God  would  Ac* 
liver  you  from  fuch  blafphemous  thoughts  as  tend  to' 
give  llie  lie  to  the  God  of  truth,  who  fwears  by  his  life, 
that  he  will  have  no  pleafure  in  your  death.  Men  iliall 
find  to  their  coft,  that  he  called  them  in  earneft  to  be- 
lieve, when  he  damns  them  in  earneft  for  their  unbelief; 
for,  he  that  believeib  not  Jhall  be  damned.  I  know  fur- 
ther, that  many  deceive  themfelves  with  a  temporary 
faith,  thinking  they  take  Chrift  when  there  is  no  fiaith 
of  divine  operation,  but  a  counterfeit  faith  of  their  own 
forging :  however,  the  covenant  muft  be  opened,  and 
Chrift  offered,  though  he  (hould  be  a  ftumblingtblock 
to  many,  over  which  they  fall  and  break  their  necks  ; 
for  the  covenant  will  draw  fome  to  it  powerfully  and 
fweetly,  to  raife  a  divine  building  on  a  divine  teftimo- 
ny.  I  offer  then  a  whole  covenant,  a  whole  Chrift  to 
you,  in  his  Father's  name,  who  gives  him  for  a  cove- 
nant ;  will  not  you  take,  when  God  gives  ?  It  is  true, 
God  is  not  fpeaking  immediately  to  you  in  this  text, 
but  to  Chrift,  faying,  /  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  rf 
the  people ;  but  ftill  fo  much  the  better  for  you,  feeing 
it  is  on  your  behalf,  that  God,  who  cannot  lie,  the  c- 
ternal  God,  is  fpeaking  to  his  eternal  Son  in  your  fa- 
vours. There  is  the  furer  ground,  and  ftronger  argu- 
ment for  your  faith,  that  you  may  fay.  Lord,  I  take 
thee  at  thy  word,  and  it  is  not  thy  word  to  me  only  ; 
if  it  were  dircfted  immediately  to  me  at  the  firft  hand,  I 
am  fuch  a  black,  filthy  nfionfter  of  hell,  that  I  durft  not 
credit  it ;  but  it  is  thy  word  to  the  fair,  fair  Immanuel, 
who  is  thy  heart's  daxling  and  delight  j  in  whom  thou  art 

-    •       well- 
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VjelUpkafed  t  and  I  think  thy  word  to  him  muft  be  a 
fure  word ;  and  it  is  thy  word  to  him  concerning  me  ; 
whatever  I  be,  I  am  fure  thou  wilt  not  go  back  of  thy 
word  to  him ;  and  lo,  I  take  thee  at  thy  word,  and  up- " 
on  thy  faithful  word  to  him,  who  is  the  true  and  faiths 
fid  witnefi :  I  agree  to  that  contract,  and  put  in  my 
name,  confenting  to  have  him  for  a  covenant  tome. 
O  fare  work,  if  that  be  the  way  of  it !  as  fure  as  God 
is  faithful  and  true  to  his  eternally  beloved  Son,  Well, 
man,  woman;  young  and  old,  do  you  find  in  your 
heart  thus  to  take  the  covenant  in  the  bulk  ?  Need  1  fay 
any  more  for  motives  ?  Confider, 

I.  What  for  a  Jiafe  you  are  in,  while  you  are  out  of 
this  covenant :  you  are  under  a  covenant  of  works,  and 
fo  under  the  wrath  and  vengeance  of  God,  under  the 
bondage  and  curfe  of  the  law ;  yea,  you  are  in  covenant 
with  hell  and  death  by  that  contract :  you  have  nothing 
to  exped,  but  a  terrible  death  fhortly,  and  a  horrible 
hell  eternally. 

ql.  Confider,  that  this  covenant  is  the  laji  bargain  that 
ever  God  will  make  with  you,  or  for  you  :  the  cove- 
nant of  works  is  broken,  and  you  are  damned  for  ever, 
if  you  be  not  under  another,  for  that  bargain  is  blown 
up.  This  new  covenant  is  a  plank  after  fliipwreck; 
tiiough  it  was  contrived  and  tranfaded  before  the  firft 
was  broken ;  yea,  from  eternity ;  yet  it  is  a  new  bar- 
gain propofed  to  us  after  the  old  is  gone :  and,  if  you 
refufe  this,  there  is  not  another  covenant  to  fave  you ; 
Ttbere  remains  no  more  facrific^  for  fin,  but  a  certain  fear- 
ful  looking  for  of  judgment ,  and  fierywraih,  that  fh all  con- 
fume  the  adverjaries. 

3.  Confider,  that  this  covenant  is  ^  bargain  made  ready 
to  your  hand :  it  is  not  a  covenant  of  your  own  mak- 
ing ;  it  was  made  before  the  world  was  made,  and 
drawn  up  in  the  council  of  peace :  and  the  all  of  it  pre- 
fentcd  to  you  in  Chrift,  who  is  the  great  ordinance,  'w- 
ftitution,  and  appointment  of  the  Father,  for  your  relief 
and  recovery  from  fin  and  mifery  ;  for  bi?n  hath  God  the 
Father fealed  ;  fealed  and  authorized  him  to  be  the  brc::d 
of  life  to  perifliing  fouls;  fealed  and  given  him  for  a 
covenant  of  the  people :    God  hath  fealed  and  made 
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ready  a  covenant  for  you ;  and  all  that  is  required  erf 
you,  is  only,  that  you  will  not  difcredit  God,  and 
make  him  a  liar  ;  but  through  grace,  fet  to  your  feal^ 
that  God  is  true ;  receiving  his  teltimony  concerning  his 
Son. 

4.  Confider,  that  you  have  a  good  claim  2nd' right  to 
this  covenant ;  or  a  warrant  to  accept  of  it :  you  have 
a  warrant,  by  the  call  and  command  of  God,  to  believe; 
^bis  is  his  commandment^  that  ye  believe  on  the  name  of 
his  Son.  You  have  a  warrant  fealed  to  you  ahready  by 
your  baptifmal  facrament ;  it  was  a  fealed  right  to  be- 
lieve in  Chrift,  and  to  take  him  for  a  covenant ;  and 
you  are  obliged  thereby  to  take  hold  of  this  covenant : 
and  if  you  will  not  fet  your  hand  to  it  this  day,  you 
praftically  renounce  your  baptifm,  and  the  devil  hath  a 
firm  hold  of  you.  You  have  a  warrant  from  the  gene- 
ral, indefinite  promife  and  publication  of  this  covenant 
to  you  :  Tie  promi/e  is  to  you,  and  to  your  children  ;  and 
to  you  is  the  word  of  this  falvation  fent.  I  will  give 
him  for  a  covenant  of  the  people^  a  light  to  the  Gentiles. 
So  that  it  is  publimed  and  direfted  to  you,   man ;    to 

ou,  woman  ;  you  have  a  claim  to  take  it  for  your  own. 

t  is  a  covenant  for  you,  for  every  foul  of  you  within 
the  four  corners  of  this  houfe  ;  even  you  that  are  think- 
ing, O  it  is  not  me  that  is  intended :  yes,  it  is  you. 
Away  with  unbelief,  and  let  your  heart  fay.  This  is  a 
covenant  for  me.  This  is  a  believing  with  appHcation : 
and  wherefore  am  I  fent  here,  but  to  tell  you  that  cove- 
nant is  for  you  ?  You  are  welcome  to  it,  whofoever 
will. 

5.  Confider  upon  what  terms  you  may  have  this  co- 
venant. On  what  terms?  The  condition  of  the  cove- 
nant is  already  fulfilled ;  Chrifl;  hath  brought  in  an  everlafi^ 
ing  righteoufnefs^  and  God  hath  accepted  it,  and  is  well- 
pleafcd  with  it ;  and  on  this  account  promifes  all  other 
things  freely :  not  a  farthing  have  you  to  pay  for  this 
covenant,  it  is  God's  gift ;  /  will  give  thee  for  a  cove* 
nani*  There  are  but  two  words  neccffary  to  make  up 
this  whole  bufincfs ;  the  one  is  a  word  from  God,  fay- 
ing, /  ivill  give  him  for  a  covenant ;  the  other  is  from 
you,  filing,  /  take  him  for  a  covenant  to  me.    The  firft 

word 
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word  is  dud  already,  /  giw  ;  and  if  you  want  £uth  to 
lay,  /  take^  this  the  covenant  hath  in  the  bofom  of  it : 
the  Spirit  to  work  faith  is  promifed  in  it ;  for  he  that 
fays,  /  give  him  for  a  covenant^  fays  alfo,  /  have  fm  my 
Spirit  upon  him^  and  he  Jhall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the 
Gentries :  yea,  with  the  fame  breath  that  he  Is  given  for 
a  covenant,  he  is  given  for  a  light  to  open  the  blind  eyesj 
and  for  liberty  to  open  prifon-doors.  Now,  faith  to  take 
is  covenanted ;  and  this  whole  covenant,  and  all  falva- 
tion  in  it,  is  laid  to  your  hand ;  all  is  given,  when  the 
covenant  is  given.  Why,  Sir,  I  think  you  leave  no- 
thing to  do  at  all.  Yea,  as  much  as  you  can  do,  and 
that  is  juft  nothing.  If  you  can  believe  by  your  own 
power,  then  I  will  take  back  my  word ;  but  that  I 
know  you  cannot  do :  and  I  give  you  as  much  to  jdo 
as  my  text  allows,  which  offers  all,  when  it  offers  Chrift 
as  a  covenant  to  you.  But  will  you  tell  me,  what  the 
worfe  are  you,  that  you  who  can  do  nothing,  get  no- 
thing to  do ;  and  that  he  who  can  do  all  things,  gets  all 
the  work  and  all  the  praife  ?  Are  you  not  pleafed  with 
thefe  terms,  to  have  i\\  freely^  without  money ^  and  with- 
out price? 

6.  Confider,  that  the  moft  part  of  the  world  rejeSs 
this  covenant,  and  defpifes  this  free  gift  of  God.  The 
legal,  unbelieving  heart  will  not  have  Chrift  at  that  ca-  , 
fy  rate ;  the  hellifli  proud  fpirit  of  man  is  not  for  tak- 
ing a  covenant  from  God,  but  for  making  a  covenant 
with  him,  for  as  bad  as  they  are  at  keeping  of  covenants: 
they  cannot  believe  that  God  ^ill  give  all  for  nothing ; 
and  therefore  they  will  not  take,  without  making  fomc 
bargain  of  their  own  ;  yea,  they  think,  that  this  way 
of  taking  Chrift  for  all,  is  an  enemy  to  holinefs :  and 
becaufe  they  thus  contemn  and  reproach  this  holy  cove- 
nant  of  free  grace,  which  only  can  furnifli  them  with 
holinefs,  therefore  God  hath  blafted  all  their  holinefs ; 
infomuch  that  there  was  never  lefs  holinefs,  nor  more 
wickednefs  in  a  Chriftian  world.  I  fay,  the  moft  part 
of  the  world  rejefts  Chrift,  the  gifted  covenant ;  few 
in  the  world  will  have  him ;  few  in  Scotland  will  have 
him.  And,  Is  it  nothing  to  you^  all  ye  that  pafs  by  ?  Dp 
you  think  it  a  fmall  matter,  to  fee  the  world  crucifying 
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the  Lord  of  glory,  and  interpretatively  renewing  the 
bloody  tragedy  again,  that  was  aded  at  Jerufalem  red- 
ly \  And  will  ye  have  a  hand  in  the  murder  alfo  ?  The 
more  they  be  that  rcjeft  him,  the  more  fhould  ye  re- 
ceive him.  He  hath  long  been  fet  before  you  in  a 
preached  gofpel,  and  you  have  long  rcfufcd  him*;  and 
you  know  not  but  this  may  be  the  laft  communion-offer 
that  ever  you  will  get  of  him ;  To-day  ifje  will  bear  his 
voice  J  harden  not  your  his  hearts. 

7.  Confidcr,  tliat  you  cannot  pleafe  God,  nor  ghrijy 
.  him  fo  much  any  way,  as  by  taking  this  gifted  cove- 
nant out  of  his  hand.  As  Abraham  Jiaggered  not  at  the 
promife  through  unbeliefs  but  was  Jlrong  in  the  faithj 
giving  glory  to  God  ;  fo  to  take  this  covenant  of  promife 
is  the  way  to  give  glory  to  God.     You  will  pleafe  him 

•*  better  than  ever  your  fins  difpleafed  him ;  yea,  it  is  im- 
poilible  to  pleafe  him  another  way ;  for,  without  faith 
it  is  itnpojfihle  to  pleafe  God :  but  in  this  way  you  will 
pleafe  him,  and  content  his  heart ;  yea,  you  will  g^ve 
more  fatisfaftion  to  his  juftice  for  all  vour  fins,  than 
your  evcrlafting  damnation  would  do ;  tor,  this  is  a  co- 
venant iviih  him  by  his  facrifice ;  ^Jacrifice  ofafweet- 

fmeliing  favour^  giving  infinite  fatisraftion :  for  he  that 
is  given  for  a  covenant,  is  given  for  a  facrifice ;  by  whch 
•God  is  plcafed,  and  glorified  to  the  higheft. 

8.  To  name  no  more,  confider  that  this  covenant 
can  anfwer  'all  objcdions ;  and  the  very  propofal  in  the 
text  is  fuch  as  may  obviate  all,  on  whatever  ground  ■ 
you  fl:ate  them.  /  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people^  a  light  of  the  G entiles y  to  open  blind  eyeSy  and  to 
bring  cut  prifoners  out  of  their  prifon-boufe.  There  is  no 
room,  no  place  for  any  objeftlon  here ;  for  the  tenor 
of  the  covenant  anfwers  all  difficulties.  Whatever  be 
the  prifon-houfe  you  are  in,  this  covenant  not  only 
knocks  at  the  prifon-door,  but  breaks  open  the  door, 
and  comes  in,  faying,  There  is  my  hand  of  power  to 
help  you  cut ;  will  you  take  my  help  ?  0  IfraeU  ^^^^  ba^ 
defiroyed  thyfclf ;  hut  in  me  is  thy  help.  Will  you  have 
it  ?  Let  your  heart  fay,  Lord,  it  is  welcome.  Are  you 
in  the  prifon  of  the  loweft  hell  that  ever  any  was  in  up- 
on earth  ?    This  cov^nt  comes  fo  low  as.  to  lift  you 

up 
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up,  if  you  do  not  rcjcft  the  counfcl  of  God  againft  your- 
fclvcs.  Would  you  Wifh  to  be  free  of  all  that  deadnefs, 
hardnefs,  blindnefs,  ftupidity,  and  enmity,  which  you 
reckon  make  you  unfit,  and  unprepared  for  coming  to 
Chrift,  and  taking  this  covenant  ?  Why,  this  covenant 
is  adapted  for  curing  thefc  plagues ;  and  when  you  take 
this  covenant,  you  take  it  as  a  cure  for  all  thefe  difcafes, 
which  never  can  be  cured  till  you  take  this  remedy  j 
for  to  cure  yourfelves,  and  then  come  to  this  covenant, 
is  impoffiblc ;  but  to  come  to  this  covenant,  and  get  the 
cure  of  all  maladies  that  affe^  you,  is  God^s  inltituted 
means  of  falvation.  Would  you  wifh  to  be  free  of  that 
temptation,  that  you  are  no  eleft?   Accept  of  this  blef- 
fed  bargain,  and  your  eledion  is  fure.     Who  dare  fay 
that  you  are  a  reprobate?  Poor  worm  of  yefterday*s 
date,  will  you  fpeak  as  if  you  had  been  upon  the  privy- 
council  of  heaven  from  all  eternity  ?  Will  you  rather 
beguile  the  devil,  by  faying  Whatever  I  be,  this  cove- 
nant conftitutes  my  duty,  and  therefore  I  will  venture 
upon  the  covenant  at  the  call  of  God?  But,  if  I  be  not  an 
cleft,  I  will  not  get  grace  to  venture,  or  grace  to  be- 
lieve.  What  mean  you,  man,  by  grace  to  believe  ?     Is 
not  grace  to  believe  conveyed  by  fuch  a  call  as  this  ?  And 
therefore,  if  you  flight  this  call,  you  flight  the  grace  that 
would  make  you  believe ;  and  therefore,  O  let  not  the 
devil  make  a  fool  of  you. — Would  you  wifh  to  be  free  of 
that  temptation,  th2it  you  have Jinned  the  Jin  agabrft  the  Holy 
Ghoji^  and  that  there  is  no  mercy  for  you  f  Why,  if  you 
embrace  this  offer  this  day,  you  may  be  fure  you  was 
never  guilty,  nor  ever  fhaiL     Tell  me  the  claufe  of  the 
text  that  fecludes  you  from  meddling  with  t^is  covenant ; 
and  why  wiU  ye  debar  yourfelves  ?  What  is  the  cafe  that 
this  covenant  cannot  anfwer?  Are  there  any  here  that 
hath  falfe  and  unconflant  hearts,  that  break  all  bonds  ? 
O  here  is  a  fuitable  covenant  for  you.     If  you  cannot 
keep  the  covenant,  the  covenant  will  keep  you.     The 
baflard-'covenants  of  your  own  making  will  not  keep 
you,  but  this  covenant  will,  Jer,  xxxii.  40.    Are  there 
any  here  that  want  through-bdaring  in  the  world,  and 
are  feared  from  flraits,  and  even  temporal  difficulties  ? 
Here  is  a  covenant  that  fays,  Bread  Jhall  be  given  thee, 

and 
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and  thy  water  Jhull  he  fur  e  ;  yea,  verily  thoujhalt  be  fed  ; 
and  in  the  day  of  famine  fhall  he  fatisfied.  Are  there  any 
here  that  cannot  get  reft  among  all  the  creatures  ?  Here 
is  a  covenant  that  fays.  Come  to  me^  all  ye  that  are  weary 
and  heavy  ladenl  and  I  will  give  you  reft.  Are  there  a- 
ny  here,  that  think  themfelves  poor,  abjeO:  creatures, 
faying,  O  I  aift  but  a  burden  to  myfelf,  and  a  burden 
to  all  that  are  about  me ;  no  body  cares  for  me,  and, 
I  fear  God  cares  not  for  me  either  ;  I  am  caft  out  at  all 
hands?  O  here  is  a  covenant  that  fays,  He  will  gather 
together  the  outcqfts  of  IfraeL  Is  there  any  here  afraid  of 
death,  and  knows  mot'  how  to  get  through  that  dark 
trance  ?  O  here  is  a  covenant  fit  for  you,  that  fays,  0 
deaths  I  will  be  thy  plague  ;  and  death  Jhall  be  fwallowed 
up  in  victory.  Are  there  any  here  labouring  under  de- 
fcrtion?  Here  is  a  covenant  that  fays,  I  will  lead  the  blind 
in  away  they  know  not.  I  will  never  leave  yoUy  nor  for  fake 
you.  Are  ye  for  this  covenant  ?  Is  there  any  labouring  un- 
der temptations  I  Here  is  a  covenant  that  fays,  T!he  God  of  * 
peace  willbruife  Satan  under  your  feet fbortly  ;  and  my  grace 
fhall  be  fuffictent  for  thee.  Is  there  any  here  labouring 
under  the  power  of  fin  and  corruption  ?  Here  is  a  cove- 
nant that  fays,  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you^  and  caufe 
you  to  walk  in  my  Jlatutes  ;  I  will  fub due  your  iniquity  : 
yea,  he  who  is  the  covenant  fays,  For  your  fake  I  fane* 
tify  myfelf  that  you  alfo  might  be  fanSlified.  And  again, - 
The  water  thbt  I  fhall  give  him^  fhall  be  in  him  a  welt 
of  water  fpringtng  up  to  eternal  life.  Is  there  any 
here  faying,  I  am  a  loft  creature?  The  covenant 
is  faying,  /  come  to  feek  and  to  fave  that  which  was 
loft.  Is  there  any  here  faying,  O  I  have  finned  to  the  ut- 
termoft  ?  This  covenant  fays.  He  is  able  to  fave  to  the  ut- 
iermoji.  If  you  fay,  you  cannot  believe  ;  the  covenant 
fays,  Chrift,  who  is  the  all  of  the  covenant,  is  the  Au^ 
thor  of  faith  ;  and  the  Spirit  of  faith  is  given  when  the 
the  covenant  is  given  ;  all  grace  is  given  when  it  is  gi- 
ven. Are  you  content  to  take  this  covenant,  and  all  the 
grace  of  it  ?  If  you  fay,  you  cannot  repent,  the  cove- 
nant fays.  Him  hath  God  exalted  with  his  right- band,  to 
give  repentance.  What  is  the  cafe  that  the  covenant 
cannot  anfwer  ?  Why,  fay  you,  you  are  calling  us  all, 
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both  wicked  and  godly,  to  accept  of  this  covenant :  but 
does  not  God  fay  to  the  wicked,  ff^iat  halt  thou  to  do  to 
.  take  my  covenant  in  thy  mouth,  Jeeing  thou  hatejl  tuflruBu 
on,  and  cafie/i  my  law  behind  thy  back  ?    Very  true,  he 
fays  fo,  Pfal.  1.  16. :  Yea,  the  voice  of  God  in  the  law, 
fays.  Vengeance  upon  you  ;  and  there  is  no  efcaping  that 
vengeance,  but  by  hearing  and  believing  what  the  voice 
of  God  in  the  gofpel-covenant  fays,  and  by  taking  it,  not 
in  your  mouth  to  abufe  it,  but  in  your  heart  to  love  and 
improve  it  for  your  fandification  as  well  as  for  your  juf- 
tification,  for  making  you  holy  as  well  as  happy.  God's 
covenant  is  a  holy  covenant,  and  it  works  out  fin,  and 
advances  holinefs  in  all  that  are  under  it.    What !  would 
you  have  me  believe  in  Chrift  before  my  life  be  reform- 
ed ?  may  fome  fay.     Yea,  I  would  have  you  believe  in 
Chrift,  in  order  to  reformation ;  and  taking  him  for  a 
covenant,  in  order  to  our  fanftification.  Why  then,  fay 
you,  I  will  take  Chrift  and  my  lufts  both.     I  defy  you, 
man ;    if  you  take  him,  you  muft  let  thefe  go  away : 
yea,  it  is  impoffible  to  take  him,    and  keep  your  lufts 
too }  for,  whenever  the  covenant  of  graces  is  imbraced, 
the  covenant  with  fin  and  hell  is  abandoned.     And 
therefore,  if  any  come  to  this  covenant,  to  feck  flicker 
to  any  one  luft  under  it,  it  is  no  coming'-at  all ;  it  is  no 
faith,  but  fancy  :  yea,  it  is  a  mocking  of  God,  and  his 
holy  covenant,  and  will  bring  a  curfe  upon  you  inftead 
of  a  blefling.     To  come  to  tliis  covenant,  is  to  come  to 
the  Lamb  of  God,  that  takes  away  the  ftns  of  the  ivcrld ; 
it  is  a  coming  to  Jefus  to  be  faved  from  fin.     But  O, 
fay  you,  I  cannot  think  that  the  covenant  of  grace  fays 
a  good  word  to  me  ;  I  have  been  making  God  to  fervc 
with  my  fins,  and  have  'wearied  him  iviih  inine  iniquities. 
Indeed,  the  law  and  covenant  of  works  fays,  Yoa  are  a 
dead  man  ;  the  foul  that  ftnyieih  fhall  die :  but  fee  what 
the  covenant  of  grace  fays,  Ifa.  xliii.  24,  25.     /,  even  I 
am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgrejjlon  for  r>!y  namc*s 
fake*     Take  this  covenant  then,  and  pardon  with  it,  as 
well  as .  purification.     () !  But  what  fays  the  covenriut 
to  one  who  hath  been  neglediijg  prayer,  and  ibr^ctting 
God  all  my  days?  Why,  there  is  no  word  in  the  law 
for  you  but  fury  j  Pour  out  thy  fury  upon  the  heaihen. 
Vol. J.  F  f  and 
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and  on  the  families  that  call  not  on  thyi  name.  T'be  wicked 
Jhall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  all  the  nations  that  forget 
God.  But  there  is  a  word  even  for  fuch  in  the  new  co- 
venant ;  /  am  found  cf  them  that  fought  me  not.  O  come 
and  take  the  treafure  you  was  never  feeking  after  to 
this  day,  and  it  will  fwectly  determine  you  to  fcek  his 
face  all  the  days  of  your  life.  O !  but  what  will  the 
covenant  fay  to  fuch  whofe  cafe  you  have  not  touched, 
and  who  think  their  cafe  namelefs,  and  that  minifters 
cannot  find  out  a  name  for  them,  becaufe  they  are  juft 
hidden  among  the  mift  of  the  bottomlefs  pit,  among 
the-  fmokc  of  hell,  fo  as  they  cannot  be  found  out? 
Why,  the  covenant  hath  a  word  to  you ;  Ka.  Ixii.  12. 
^bou  fhalt  be  called^  Sought  out^  a  city  not  forfaken  ; 
there  is  a  name  for  you,  thou  fhalt  be  called.  Sought  out. 
This  covenant  is  fent  this  day  to  feek  you  out  from  the 
bottom  of  the  dark  prifon  that  you  are  in,  whatever  it 
be :  will  you  take  the  benefit  of  this  covenant  ?  Are 
you  for  it,  man,  woman  ?  Will  you  have  a  Chrift  to  be 
a  covenant  to  you  ?  Young  people,  will  you  have  him, 
that  yoil  may  not  live  in  the  devil's  fervice  ?  Old  people, 
will  you  have  him,  that  you  may  not  die  with  the  devil 
in  your  arms  ?  Drunkard,  will  you  have  him,  that  you 
may  get  a  drink  of  the  new  wine  of  confqlation  ?  Un- 
clean perfon,  will  you  have  him,  to  wafh  you,  that  you 
mav  be  fitted  to  walk  with  him  in  white  ?  Swearer,  will 
you  have  him,  that  your  tongue  may  be  fliapped  for  a 
hallelujah  ?  Man,  woman,  who  haft  feven  deviPs  in 
you,  will  you  have  him,  who  hath  the  feven  Spirit  that 
are  before  the  throne  (that  is,  the  eternal  Spirit,  with  his 
various  operations)  that  he  may  put  the  devil  out  of 
you, 'and  put  his  Spirit  within  you?  Whofoever.  will 
may  have  a  covenant  this  day,  that  will  make  you  up 
for  ever. 

Is  there  any  hear  who  defpifes  all  this  love,  faying, 
I  will  keep  my  lufts  and  fins  fay  you  what  you  will ;  it  is 
but  a  new  fcheme,  perhaps  out  of  your  own  head ;  I  have 
no  fancy  for  that  covenant  ?  Say  you  fo,  man  !  then,  as 
the  Lord  lives,  you  have  fpoken  this  againft  your  own 
life.  I  proteft  againft  you,  in  the  name  of  God,  and 
(hake  the  duft  off  ray  feet,  in  witncfs  againft  yoij.  That, 
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on  the  nintcenth  day  of  Auguft  1722,  at  a  communion 
at  Dunfermline,  Chrift,  and  in  him  all  the  covenant  of 
grace,  was  offered  to  you,  and  you  refufed  him ;  and 
if  you  live  and  die  in  that  mind,  I  fummon  you  to  an- 
fwer  for  this  refuial,  before  his  awful  tribunal  at  the 
great  day. 

But,  becaufe  I  am  courting  a  bride  for  my  glorious 
mafter,  I  would  gladly  fpeak  her  fair  on  her  marriage- 
day  ;  therefore,  O  refufer  and  defpifer  of  Chrift,  will 
you  bethink  yourfelf  yet,  and  take  your  word  again ; 
many  a  flight  have  you  put  upon  this  glorious  Chrift, 
and  yet  he  is  content  to  take  you  for  aJl^  that ;  he  is 
loth  to  take  a  denial ;  and  therefore  I  would  afe,  in 
his  name,  before  you  give  him  a  total  refufal,  will  you- 
tell  me.  Where  will  you  do  better  ?  Will  a  broken  co- 
venant of  works  be  a  better  bargain  for  you  ?  or  will 
the  black  covenant  with  hell,  and  with  your  lufts  and 
idols  be  a  better  bargain  for  you  ?  or  is  {he  vain,  perifh- 
iog  woild  a  better  bargain  ?  No,  no  ;  the  devil  himfelf 
does  not  think  fo,  whatever  he  fuggefts  to  you. 

But  again,  before  you  give  him  a  total  denial  and  ab- 
folute  refufal,  will  you  tell  me,  how  you  will  do  witli- 
out  him  ?  Or,  if  you  make  a  Ihift  while  you  live,  O 
how  will  you  die  without  him  ?  and  how  will  you  ftand 
in  judgment  without  him  ?  and  death  and  judgment  may 
be  at  hand.  There  are  many  dead,  and  away  to  otemi- 
ty  fince  the  laft  communion  here  ;  and  this  may  be  the 
laft  communion-invitation  that  ever  you  will  get :  if  you 
refufe  Chrift  now,  it  may  be  the  laft  offer  that  ever  you 
will  get  of  him ;  he  hatn  taken'  many  refufals  off  your 
hand  already. 

And  finally,  my  dear  friends,  before  you  refufe  him 
wholly,  think  again  what  you  are  refufmg :  Is  Chrift  a 
defpicable  perfon,  of  no  more  worth  than  to  be  flighted 
by  you,  and  trampled  under  your  feet  ?  Is  he  a  hateful 
objeft,  whom  yet  the  tongues  of  all  the  glorious  fera- 
phims  are  not  worthy  to  adore  ?  Is  the  everlafting  cove- 
venant  a  matter  of  moonfliine  ?  Is  the  love  of  God,  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  the  eternal  interefts  of  your  immortal 
fouls,  and  the  divine  glory,  all  matters  of  indifferency 
to  you  ?  Is  the  great  Jehovah,  his  giving  Chrift  to  be  a 
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covenant  of  the  people,  a  contemptible  thing  ?  and  is 
this  a  gift  not  worth  the  taking?  O  no,  no,  fay  .ye; 
furely  it  is  a  worthy  offer.  Why  then,  by  the  awful  au- 
thority of  the  eternal  God,  and  by  the  blood  and  bow- 
.cls  of  hid  eternal  Son,  I  adjure  you  to  take  him  and  his 
Father's  blefling  ;  and  all  the  bleffings  of  the  everlafting 
covenant  with  him,  O  fay  you,  I  think  I  am  gained 
and  overcome  by  this  offer  and  propofal ;  but  1  know 
not  if  it  be  a  pailing  thought  that  will  v^nifh,  or  a  real 
faith  that  will  abide  the  trial ;  I  fear  it  be  but  loofc  work, 
and  a  temporary  flafli,  Whyj,  man,  the  covenant  can 
refolve  you  in  that  difficulty ;  and  it  fays.  Fear  not^ 
for  I  am  thy  God ;  I  will  Jirengthen  thee ;  I  am  thy 
fahation.  Are  you  content  to  take  the  covenant  for 
this  end,  to  difcover  the  defefts  of  your  faith,  and 
to  work  in  you  the  faith  of  God's  eled?  Can  you 
fay,  that  it  is  not  in  your  faith,  but  in  Chrift  him- 
fclf,  that  you  are  feeking  falvation;  that  you  are 
not  building  your  faith  upon  your  faith,  iior  your 
hope  upon  your  hope,  but  both  your  faith  and  hope 
upon  the  covenant  ?  Can  you  fay,  that  whatever  be 
wrong  about  you  and  your  faith,  yet  you  fee  there'  is 
nothing  wrong  about  Chrill  and  the  covenant,  but  that  - 
it  is  well -ordered  in  all  things  and  fure,  and  fuch  as  can 
right  all  that  is  wrong  about  you  ?  Can  you  fay,  how- 
ever I  am  in  the  dark  about  my  faith,  yet  I  have  fome* 
times  found  out  my  unbelief;  and,  that  I  could  no  more 
believe  than  I  could  move  the  earth  from  its  centre ; 
but  yet  the  joyful  found  of  gofpel-grace  hath  touched 
my  heart,  and  made  me  take  up  fo  much  glory  and  ex- 
cellency in  Ciirift,  that  I  think  all  the  world  nothing  in 
comparifon  of  him  ;  and  1  think  my  heart's  defire  is,  O 
to  have  him  for  my  Prophet,  to  take  away  the  darknefs 
of  my  mind  ;  as  a  Prielt,  to  take  away  the  guilt  of  my 
fins ;  and  as  a  King,  to  take  away  the  power  of  my 
luits  !  Gladly  would  I  have  him,  that  thus  my  foul  may 
be  blefl  in  him,  and  his  name  may  be  glorified  in  me. 
Why  then,  whatever  you  think  of  your  faith,  and  of 
yourfclf,  as  the  blackefl  monfler  of  guilt  that  ever  was 
out  of  hell,  yet  it  feems  you  have  the  faith  of  God's  c- 
left. 
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I  would  very  gladly  hope,  that  fome  fouls  in  this  af- 
fembly  are  taken  hold  of  by  the  hand  of  grace,  and  con- 
tent to  fign  this  covenant  with  their  heart :  and  woe's 
me  that  there  fliould  be  any  here  that  would  let  all  this 
love  and  grace,   and  this  good  prize  go  by  them,  and 
they  never  have  a  heart  to  it.     But  yet  fome  that  have 
a  heart  to  fign,  may  be  faying,  O  I  cannot  write,  I  can- 
not believe,  I  cannot  fubfcribe,  though  I  think  I  could 
do  it  with  a  thoufand  good-wills.     Say  you  fo,  man  ?  I 
will  tell  you  good  news,  Chrift  hath  the  book  of  the  co- 
venant in  the  one  hand,  and  the  pen  in  his  other  hand, 
ready  to  fet  down  your  name,  and  to  fubfcribe  for  you ; 
only  declare  before. witneffes  that  you  cannot  write,  and 
do  you  touch  the  pen,  faying,  Lord,  fet  down  my  name, 
confenting  to  every  article  of  the  covenant^  and  pleafed 
with  the  whole  frame  of  it.     Say  you  fo?  Well,  .it  is 
done,  for  he  hath  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer ;  your  liame 
is  within  the  bond  already.     But  if  grace  will  help  you 
to  a  new  aft  of  faith,  a  ftronger  aft,  read  over  the  co- 
venant again,  and  hear  how  the  great  Jehovah  is  fpeak-. 
ing,  and  not  I ;  and  fpeaking  to  his  only  begotten  Son 
that  lies  in  his  bofom,  faying,  I  give  thee  for  a  covenant 
of  the  people.     Now,  let  faith  fay,  'Lord,  I  take  thee  at 
thy  word ;  I  hear  thee  fpeaking  to  thy  beloved  Son  con- 
cerning me  a  poor,  dark,   blind,  and  bound  Gentile ; 
wilt  thou  ever  go  back  of  thy  word  to  thy  Son  ?  No,  in 
dcfpite  of  the  devil,  I  think  that  is  the  fureft  word  that 
ever  was  fpoken  ;  it  is  to  him  thou  fpeakeft,  and  to  me 
.  in  him ;  and  therefore,  behold,  I  take  thee  at  thy  word ; 
black  and  ugly  as  I  am,  the  covenant  can  make  me  fair 
an  clean :  thy  grace  hath  conquered  me,  thy  love  hath 
drawn  me,  ai}d  I  am  pleafed  with  the  bargain ;  and  I 
fee  it  is  the  bed  bargain  that  ever  was  made,  for  ad- 
vancing thy  eternal  glory,  and  my  eternal  good ;  I  fee 
it  is  all  my  falvation,  and  all  my  deftre ;  I  fee  it  is  welU 
ordered  in  all  things ^  and  fure.^     Why  then,  the  Lord 
be  thanked  that  it  is  a  done  bargain,  and  that  God's  gift 
is  taken  oflF  his  hand.    And  therefore,  having  taken  then 
the  covenant,  never  ftand  to  take  the  feal  in  the  facra- 
ment  of  his  fupper.  * 
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The  Substance  of  fome  Discourses  after 
ihe  Sacrament,  on  the  fame  Subject. 

NO  W,  my  friends,  it  were  not  fit  1  fliould  detain 
you,  by  fpcakiixg  to  the  feveral  forts  of  pec^e 
here ;  I  fliall  only  drop  a  few  words  in  the  general.     I 
think,   if  my  heart  deceive  me  not,  the  great  thing  I 
was  helped  to  feek,  fome  time  before  this  folemnity, 
was  not  only  afliftance  to  minifters,  and  to  myfelf,  fo. 
as  to  be  carried  through  the  work,  for  I  thought  that 
would  foon  come  to  little  account ;  but  I  would  have 
bad  a  day  of  power  among  you  that  are  the  people,  that 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  might  ihine  among  you.     And 
now,  what  fhall  I  fay  ?  O !  To  whom  is  the  arm  of  the 
.  Lord  revealed  f   Hath  the  right  hand  (f  the  Lord  done 
valiantiy^  even  the  man  of  his  right-hand^  whom  be  bmtb 
madejirong  for  himfelf?  Hath  the  Lord  appeared,  as  yet, 
for  as  much  of  the  work  as  is  over  ?  Or,  Ihall  we  ezped 
that  he  will  appear  in  the  work  that  is  yet  to  follow  ?  Or, 
(hall  our  prayer  juft  only  turn  to  our  bofom  again  ?  I  would 
a&  you.  What  welcome  entertainment  hath  Chrift,  the 
Father's  gifted  covenant,  got  among  you  this  day?  He 
"bath  pven  him  for  a  covenant  of  the  people  ;  and  -wba  of 
all  the  people  have  welcomed  the  Father's  gift  ?  I  fear 
there  are  many  fools  here,  that  have  a  price  there  in 
their  hand,  but  no  heart  to  the  bargain.     But  to  all  the 
deipifcrs  of  Chrift,   and  all  the  refufcrs  of  Chrift,    in 
Drnifcrmline  this  day,  in  cafe  the  Lord  may  fcize  you 
with  a  word  yet  before  you  go,  I  have  a  word  to  lay  to 
you,  whether  you  have  been  at  the  Lord's  table  or  not, 
although  the  facrament-table  be  drawn,  yet  the  cove- 
nant-table is  not  drawn,  it  is  covered  yet,  and  Chrift  is 
fet  upon  it,  and  you  are  all  welcome ;  for  all  that  have 
eaten,  there  is  bread  enough,  and  to  fpare,  in  his  Fa- 
ther's houfc :  Chrift,  as  the  covenant,  is  offered  to  you, 
man ;  to  you,  woman ;  to  you  that  are  before  me,  and 
behind  me,   and  round  about  me,  in  every  corner  of 
this  place,  though  I  do  not  fee  you,  yet  God's  eye  is 
upon  you,  and  his  word  i§  direfted  to  you :  yea^  this 
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COTenant  is  direftcd  and  oflFcred  to  you,  he  is  the  pco- 
.  pic's  covenant,  let  the  people  come,  be  who  they  will, 
even  the  vileft  monfter  of  fin  out  of  hell ;  God*s  giving 
f  him  in  this  gofpel,  is  your  warrant  for  taking  him :  and 
if  you  will  not  hearken  to  this  gofpel-ofFer  of  Chrift  for 
a  covenant  to  you,  I  charge  you,  in  God's  name,  and 
as  you  will  anfwer  at  his  tribunal,  to  declare  before 
him  and  your  own  confciences,  what  ye  have  to  fay  a- 
gainft  him ;  is  it  that  you  are  not  holy  ?  Nay,  you  Ihall 
not  have  that  to  fay,  for  to  the  unholicft  foul  here  this 
covenant  is  offered,  for  this  end  to  make  you  holy ; 
and  never  fliall  you  be  holy  till  you  come  and  accept  of 
it.  Is  it  that  you  have  not  grace  to  come  ?  Why,  man, 
when  this  covenant  is  offered,  Chrift  and  all  the  graces 
in  him  is  offered,  and  among  the  reft,  grace  to  draw 
you :  and  if  you  will  not  put  away  this  grace  from  you, 
it  will  take  hold  of  you. — Is  your  objefltion  this,  I  fear 
my  unbelief,  enmity,  and  ill-will,  put  away  all  that 
grace  ?  why,  that  is  the  thing  moft  to  be  feared  ;  and 
yet,  if  that  be  indeed  your  fear,  there  is  the  lefs  ground 
of  fear ;  for  this  covenant  is  offered  to  you,  to  take  away 
your  ill-will  and  enmity.  Are  you  content  to  have  God's 
gifted  covenant  for  that  end  ?  Really  I  know  not  what 
good  thing  it  is  in  all  the  world  that  you  want  or  need, 
but  what  IS  offered  to  you  in  this  covenant :  for  Chrift 
b  the  all  of  the  covenant ;  and  he  who  is  the  all  of  it, 
is  all  in  all :  and  therefore,  I  charge  you  again,  before 
you  bid  him  farcwel,  to  declare  what  you  have  to  fay 
againft  him,  whom  God  is  giving  for  a  covenant :  Shall 
I  take  your  filence  for  a  confemon,  that  you  have  no- 
thing to  fay  againft  him  ?  Then,  by  the  glory  of  God, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  by  the  eternal  falvation 
of  your  immortal  fouls,  by  all  the  joys  of  the  redeemed, 
and"  torments  of  the  damned,  I  charge  you  all,  and  e- 
very  one  of  you,  to  welcome  the  covenant  of  the  peo- 
ple that  God  is  giving,  and  that  by  your  hearty  faying. 
Even  fo,  I  take  him,  as  the  Father  offers  him  in  the  gof- 
pel, to  be  a  whole  covenant  to  me,  to  do  all  my  work 
in  me,  and  for  me.  What  fay  you,  drujikard,  fwearer, 
whoremonger,  fcarlet-coloured  finner  in  Dunfermline  ? 
What  fay  you,  communicant  and  fpcctator  ?  It  may  be. 
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the  thing  that  keeps  you  back,  is,  O  I  am  unworthy 
to  have  him ;  true,  but  unworthy  monfter  of  hell  as  you 
are,  if  you  think  him  worthy  to  be  received,  I  charge 
you  again,  by  all  the  blood  that  he  fhed  at  Jerufalcm, 
and  by  all  the  bowels  of  compaffion  that  move  within 
him,  that  you  do  not  refufe  him,  but  welcome  God's 
gift,  welcome  God's  Send,  faying,  Blejfed  is  he  that 
Cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  If,  after  all,  you  are  fay- 
ing, ftay  a  little.  Sir,  let  me  take  it  to  advifement  for 
fome  days :  No,  no,  man,  woman  ;  I  have  no  commiffion 
to  allow  you  a  day,  or  an  hour's  delay ;  To-day  ^  if  ye 
will  hear  his  voice j  harden  not  you  heart:  If  you  refufe 
to-day,  I  know  not  but  you  may  be  in  hell  to-morrow. 
What  if  the  next  hour  the  breath  fliould  go  out  of  your 
body  ?  and  if  your  foul' fliould  flit  out  of  your  body  be- 
fore it  flee  in  to  Chrifl:,  you  are  gone,  you  are  undone 
for  ever :  if  God's  omnipotent  grace  and  almighty  pow- 
er, which  only  can  make  jjrou  willing  to  accept  of  his 
offer,  be  not  accompanying  this  call,  he  needs  not  our 
apology ;  he  is  the  Sovereign,  that  is  obliged  as  a  debtor 
to  none  but  himfelf,  and  his  own  pleafure,  and  his  Son's 
righteoufnefs  ;  yet  fl:ill  you  are  obliged  to  obey  his  call, 
and  your  wilful  rejefting,  is  inexcufable.  And  therefore, 
if,  after  all,  this  gift  of  God  for  a  covenant  of  the  peo- 
ple, be  flighted  by  you,  you  not  being  content  that  God 
fliould  rent  and  tear  the  old  contrad  that  was  betwixt 
you  and  your  lufl:s,  but  efl:eeming  it  above  this  covenant, 
betwixt  God  the  giver,  and  you  the  refufer,  be  it ; 
let  him  and  you  reckon  together,  I  hope  I  am  free  of 
your  blood  this  day,  for  there  will  be  blood  in  the  cafe : 
if  you  will  not  have  the  blood  of  the  everlafliing  cove- 
nant to  wafli  you,  to  jufl:ify  you,  to  fanftify  and  fave 
you,  nor  believe  that  God  gives  it  to  you  to  be  receiv- 
ed for  that  end,  then  there  will  be  blood  for  blood ; 
He  that  believeth  not  JJmll  be  damned.  Remember  what 
a  free  offer  of  Chrifl:  you  have  got  this  day  ;  you  have 
nothing  to  pay  for  this  covenant ;  I  ivill  give.tbcefur  a 
covenant :  you  have  nothing  to  pay  for  a  pardon ;  the 
condition  of  the  covenant  is  fulfilled  by  Chrifl:,  and  in 
it  is  a  full  payment  of  all  debt ;  and  therefore,  fo  freely 
is  the  pardon,  and  life  offered  to  you,  that  you  cannot 

have 


^-  Christ  the  Peoples  Covenant.  233 

^T  have  it  till  you  have  nothing  to  pay  for  it.  See  how  the 
^"  .  creditor  deals  with  the  debtor  in  tlic  parable,  Luke  vii.  42* 
5^  When  they  had  nothing  to  pay^  be  frankly  forgave  them 
[^»  i  both.  Now,  the  legal  old-covenant  heart  of  many  fays, 
*^'  .  with  the  wicked  fervant,  Lord^  have  patience  with  me^ 
^  and  I  will  pay  thee  all ;  Lwill  grow  a  better  man,  I  will 
^^  fall  a  repenting  and  reforming,  and  then  I  hope  God 
y  will  pardon  me  :  that  man  hath  fomething  to  pay,  at 
^^  "  lead  he  fancies  fo,  and  therefore  he  hath  no  forgivenefs. 
^^  . ,  But  when  a  poor  foul  is  brought  to  this.  Oh  !  I  have 
/''  •  nothing  to  pay ;  if  I  be  the  payer  of  my  own  debt,  it 
^^  I  will  never  be  paid  for  me ;  the  debt  of  fatisfaftion  will 
^'  never  be  paid  for  me  ;  the  debt  of  obedience,  the 
^^  ■  debt  of  duty ;  I  have  nothing  to  pay  my  debt,  nay,  not 
^"  the  leaft  farthing  of  the  debt,  wjre  it  but  a  good  thought^ 
^^  it  can  never  be  paid  by  me  :  Why  then,  that  man  ftands 
y'  fair  for  a  full  remiflion,  according  to  this  free  covenant; 
^  When  they  hdd  nothing  to  pay  ^  he  frankly  forgave  tbe?n  both. 
^  Are  you  for  this  new-covenant  way  of  it,  to  come  and 
^^  bring  nothing,  and  get  all  freely  out  of  the  covenant, 
^  ^  that  belongs  to  grace  and  glory,  debt  and  duty,  happi- 
J*»  nefs  and  holinefs  ?  Now,  what  fhall  I  fay  to  God,  when 
^^'  I  go  back  to  my  clofct,  where  I  was  pleading  the  laft 
'^  week,'  that  he  would  fhew  his  glory,  and  draw  fome 
^^  '  of  you  to  himfclf  ?  fliall  1  go  with  a  complaint  upon  you, 
^^  .  arid  fay,  '  Lord,  they  will  not  come  ;  they  prefer  their 
'^^  tafe  lufts  to  the  glorious  Lord  Jefus  ;  the  drunkard  pre- 
J:  fers  his  cups  to  thee;  the  whoremonger  prefers  his 
^^  whoredom  to  thee  ;  the  covetous  man  prefers  the  world 
to  thee ;  the  legalift  prefers  his  own  righreoufnefs  to 
thee  ?  Shall  we  complain  to  this  purpofe  ?  Or,  will  you 
give  occafion  to  Chrifl  to  complain  upon  you  to  his  Fa- 
tTier,  faying.  Father,  thou  didftgive  me  to  be  a  covenant 
of  the  people,  but  there  is  a  people  in  Dunfermline,  that 
care  not  for  me,  and  defpife  thy  gift ;  They  will  not  come 
to  me  that  they  might  have  lifef*  O!  wilt  nor  the  Fatiier 
frown  upon  .you,  when  the  Son  complains  upon  you  ? 
And,  O  if  you  continue  of  that  mind,  he  will  fro  a'U  you 
to  hell.  But,  O  may  we  hope  that  fome  at  leaft  h:\ve 
fubfcribed  their  names  to  the  covenant  this  day?  We 
would  go  back  to  God  with  a  fong  of  praifc  in  our  mouths. 
Vol.  L  Gg  ^xvA 
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and  glorify  his  name  for  the  wonders  of  his  grace ;  ycat 
if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  Chrift  would  with  a  glad  heart 
fhew  his  Father  the  copy  of  the  covenant  that  you  have 
figned,  and  that  was  oflFered  and  direfted  to  you,  as  to 
the  Gentiles ;  to  thefe  that  were  under  darknefs,  blind- 
nefs,  and  bondage,  and  in  the  prifon  of  fin,  death,  and 
wrath.  Will  not  the  Father  be  pleafed  when  the  cove- 
nant-roll is  read  over,  with  the  names  of  all  the  fubfcrib- 
ers  and  affenters  to  the  covenant,  and  your  name  among 
the  reft  ?  There  is  one  that  fubfcribed  his  name  thus,  I, 
one  of  the  people^  one  of  the  Gentiles  ;  I,  one  of  the  blind 
nnd  bound  prifoners,  affenting  and  confenting.  Well, 
may  God  fay,  was  not  the  covenant  directed  and  oflFer- 
ed to  the  people  of  that  name  ?  Yes,  Father,  it  was. 
Why  then,  let  the  name  ftand  there  regiftrated  to  eter- 
nity, it  fliall  never  be  blotted  out  for  me ;  Him  that 
comethy  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  him  out.  Since  they  had  no 
better  name  to  fign  withal,  than  the  name  of  nnner,  a- 
poftate:,  backflider,  criminal,  leper,  blackamoor.  Have, 
and  heirs  drudges ;  yet  afl'enting  and  confenting  to  this 
covenant ;  this  covenant  that  they  have  fubfcribed,  fhall 
make  their  names  better  than  that  of  fans  and  daughters* 
They  fhall  have  a  name  among  the  living  in  Jerufalem  ; 
even  a  new  name^  and  the  white  Jione^  that  no  man 
knowefh^  but  he  that  receiveth  it. 

Now,  as  we  have  a  commiffion  from  the  Lord  to  tell 
you,  that  you  are  welcome  to  him ;  fo,  O !  fhall  we 
•have  a  commilTion  from  you,  to  tell  him  that  he  is  wel- 
come to  you  ?  Since  God  the  Father  declares,  that  yoy 
are  welcome  to  his  Son,  faying,  /  will  give  him  for  a  co- 
venant of  the  people  ;  fhall  we  go  and  tell  him,  O  God 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  people  at  the 
facrament  in  Dunfermline,  have  taken  thee  at  thy  word, 
and  are  faying  in  their  hearts,  thy  Son  is  welcome  to 
them  ?  O  if  Chrift  and  you  welcome  one  another  this 
day,  whether  it  be  the  firft  welcoming  to  fome  of  you, 
or  a  confirming  welcoming  to  others ;  if  he  and  you  I 
fay,  be  welcoming  one  another  this  dav.  Glory,  glory 
to  God  that  ever  this  day  dawned,  feternity  will  be 
duration  little  enough  to  praife  him  for  this  day.  Glory, 
glory  to   God  for  the  three  happy  meetings :  glory  to 
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him  fqr  the  happy  meeting  betwixt  the  diyinc  and  hu- 
man nature  in  one  perfon,  and  that  is  the  glorious  per- 
fon  given  to  be  a  covenant  to  you ;  glory  to  him  for  the 
happy  meeting  betwixt  juftice  and  mercy,  who  have 
kiffcd  one  another,  and  faid.  We  are  both  pleafed,  and 
are  honoured  by  him,  who  is  given  for  the  covenant 
of  the  people  j  and  glory  to  him  for  the  happy  meeting 
betwixt  the  Saviour  and  the  finner,  betwixt  the  cove- 
nant and  the  people :  Is  it  a  meeting  indeed  !  Hath 
the  Lord  God  of  the  Hebrews  met  with  you  in  Dun- 
fermline ?  Hath  the  Covenant  taken  hold  of  your  hearts  ? 
O  glory  to  him,  for  it  is  a  meeting  never  to  part ;  the 
Covenant  will  never  quit  its  holding  again :  and  tliere- 
fore^^  As  you  have  received  Chrijl^  fo  walk  you  in  him  ; 
as  you  have  received  God's  gifted  covenant,  fo  make 
ufe  of  it,  and  improve  it. 

When  you  find  you  have  no  righteoufnefs,  look  to 
the  covenant  to  furnifli  you  -,  For  his  namejhall  be  called j 
The  Lord  our  righteousness.  When  you  find  you 
have  no  ftrength,  look  to  the  covenant  to  furnifh  you ; 
for  it  fays,  Myjirength  jhall  be  petfed  in  thy  wedknefsi 
When  ypu  find  you  have  no  life  nor  livelinefs,  look  to 
the  covenant  to  furnifh  you  ;  for  it  fays,  /  am  the  re- 
furredion  and  the  life.  When  you  feel  little  of  the  Spi- 
rit's influences,  look  to  the  covenant  to  furnifh  you ; 
for  it  fays,  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirjiy^  and 
floods  on  the  dry  ground.  When  you  find  you  have  much 
fin  and  guilt  in  and  about  you,  look  to  the  covenant  for 
pardon  ;  for  it  fays,  /,  even  I  a??i  he  that  blotteth  out  thy 
tranfgrejjions  for  my  name* s  fake.  When  you  find  your 
lufts  and  corruptions  to  be  powerful  and  prevalent^ 
look  to  the  covenant  for  mortification ;  for  it  fays,  Sin 
fhall  not  have  dominion  over  you^  for  ye  are  not  under  the 
law^  hut  under  grace.  When  you  find  little  or  no  holi- 
nefs  taking  place  in  your  hearts  and  ways,  look  to  this- 
holy  covenant,  and  it  will  make  you  more  holy  than  e- 
ver  the  covenant  of  works  could  do  ;  for  this  covenant 
of  grace  does  prefent  the  law  with  a  perfeft  holinefs, 
whether  you  take  it  as  the  law  of  works,  or  a  rule  of 
life  in  the  hand  of  a  Mediator.  As  the  law  is  a  covenant 
of  worksy  the  believer  hath,  by  this  covenant,  a  perfeft 
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holinefs  in  his  hand,  a  divine  rightcoufnefs  anfwcring 
to  that :  and  as  the  law  is  a  rule  of  life ^  in  the  hand  of 
Chrift,  the  believer  hath,  by  this  new  covenant,  a  pcr- 
fcft'  holinefs  alfo,  not  only  by  virtue  of  his  union  to 
Chrift  the  fountain  of  holinefs  ;  but  in  his  own  perfon ; 
he  hath  a  perfeftion  of  parts  here,  and  a  perfe&ion  of 
degrees  hereafter.  But  as  to  this  perfeftion  of  parts  in 
time,  it  is  indeed  many  times  fo  low,  that  the  believer 
can  hardly  difcem  it. 

Why,  may  one  fay.  The  thing  that  frightens  me  is, 
left  I  be  a  praftical  Antinomian,  and  a  gofpel-hypocrite; 
becaufe,  though  I  think  my  heart  goes  in  to  the  ofter  of 
Chrift  as  a  covenant,  yet  I  can  never  find  the  powerful  and 
f  m&ifylfig  virtue  of  this  covenant,  to  deftroy  my  lufta  and 
corruptions,  butftill  iniquity  prevails  againft  me ;  andean 
I  take  comfort  in  the  covenant  in  that  cafe,  without  abuf- 
ing  free  grace  to  licentioufnefs  ?  For  clearing  this,  I  (hall 
only  fay  to  you,  that  if  you  can  nourifh  and  cherifh  fin, 
and  yet  take  comfort  in  the  covenant ;  that  comfort  is  fufpi- 
ciousJike,  and  flows  from  a  fancy,  and  not  from  the  faith 
of  God's  operation  ;  for.  He  that  hath  this  hope^  puri-- 
feth  himfelf  even  as  God  is  pure.  Faith  purifies  the  heart, 
where-ever  it  is  in  exercife  ;  and  to  take  comfort  in  or 
from  the  covenant,  and  yet  take  pleafure  in  fin,  at  the 
fame  time,  is  a  dream,  and  a  dclufion  that  the  believer 
cannot  be  under,  unlefs  he  be  in  a  fit  of  temptation. 
But  as  to  fin  prevailing ;  fin  may  prevail  againft  a  be- 
liever, and  yet  he  may  have  comfort  in  the  covenant ; 
as  David  had,  when  he  fays.  Iniquities  prevail  againji 
me ;  they  arc  againft  my  will,  againft  my  heart,  againft 
my  prayers,  againft  my  inclinations  ;  and  he  immediate- 
ly'adds,  As  for  our  tranfgrefftons^  thou  Jhalt  purge  them 
away^  Pfal.  Ixv.  3.  But  thoii,  poor  foul,  that  fays  you 
never  found  the  fanftifying  virtue  of  the  covenant  ; 
Why,  did  you  never  get  grace  to  wreftle  againft  fin  ? 
that  is  fome  virtue.  Doth  prevalency  of  fin  never  hum- 
ble you  to  the  duft  ?  that  is  fome  virtue.  Do  you  fee 
and  lament  your  own  unholinefs  ?  that  is  fome  virtue. 
Doth  the  fenfe  and  feeling  of  the  power  of  fin  never 
make  you  long  for  complete  vidory  and  freedom  from 
fm  ?  that  is  fome  virtue.     Did  the  power  of  a  body  of 
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death  never  make  you  look  upon  yourfelves  as  wretch- 
ed, faying,  0  wretched  perfon  that.  I  am!  whojhallde' 
liver  me  from  it  ?  that  is  feme  virtue.  Did  the  prevalen- 
cy  of  fin  never  force  you  to  the  blood  of  Chrift,  the 
fountain  open  for  Jin  and  for  uncleannefs  ?  that  is  fome  vir- 
tue. Are  you  glad*of  any  viftory  you  got  over  your 
corruption  ?  yea,  that  is  fome  virtue.  How  do  you  find 
it  with  you,  when  the  light  of  the  covenant  is  fliining 
on  your  foul  ?  Do  you  not  find  your  heart  rifing  againfb 
fin  r  then  that  is  fome  virtue.  How  do  you  find  it  with 
you  between  hands,  when  iniquity  is  prevailing  ?  Do 
you  not  find  yourfelf  uneafy,  and  out  of  your  element,  ay 
till  the  Lord  return  ?  that  is  fome  virtue. — Do  not  de- 
ny the  faftifying  virtue  of  the  covenant :  and  what  can 
be  the  reafon  of  it,  that  though  you  fign  the  covenant, 
and  go  in  to  it,  yet  you  find  fo  little  of  its  powerful 
fandifying  virtue  ?  I  will  tell  you  one  reafon  of  your  in- 
>  ftability  and  inconftancy  this  way  :  It  may  be,  when  you 
figned  the  covenant,  you  put  not  your  name  at  the  foot 
of  the  bond,  but  fet  your  name  too  far  up,  as  if  you 
were  a  party-covenanting ;  you  are  to  fign  as  aparty-coft- 
fcnting,  but  not  as  a  party-contra£Hng :  The  covenant 
was  dtawn  up,  and  figned  by  two  unchangeable  parties 
from  eternity,  the  Father  and  the  Son ;  and  you,  for- 
footh,  would  have  your  name  in  the  midft  of  the  con- 
tract, as  if  you  were  promifing  and  contrafting  fomc- 
thing  for  your  part  conjundly  with  him,  who  is  the  firft 
and  the  Isil,  and  the  all  of  the  covenant.  Remember 
you  are  but  a  poor  affenter  at  bed ;  and  therefore  put 
your  name  lower  down  ;  for  your  work  is  juft  to  do 
nothing,  but  to  confent  to  take  him,  to  do  all  your 
work  in  you,  and  for  you :  for,  fays  the  Lord  in  my 
context  here,  Afy  glory  will  I  not  give  to  another.  He  ac- 
counts it  the  ftanding  of  his  glory,  to  perform  all  that  is 
within  the  covenant ;  and  he  will  not  let  any  black fcullion 
of  hell,  like  you  or  me,  count  our  doits  ^  among  his 
gold.  The  higher  place  that  you  take  for  your  name 
in  the  covenant,  the  more  unconftant  are  you;  but  the 
lower  place,  the  more  ftable:  Therefore,  when  you 

*  An  andeot  piece  of  fmall  Scots  cepper-coin.  in  value  tlie  twelfth  part  of 
4  penny  ftesliog;  at  ihat  time  current,  but  not  fo  now. 
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fign  the  covenant  anew,  put  your  name  farther  dowti, 
1)eIow  his  who  is  the  covenant  of  the  people  :  let  him 
be  the  all  of  the  covenant  to  you ;  the  worker  of  all 
your  work,  and  you  but  an  on-waiter  ;  for  his  glory  hi 
will  not  give  to  another. 

Perhaps  forae  may  be  faying,  O  Sir,  the  thing  that 
fears  me  at  this  occafion,  is  this,  I  am  put  all  in  confu- 
(ion  with  the  differences  that  are  among  you  that  are  mi" 
fiers  ^k  What  do  I  know,  but  the  reproach  of  a  new 
fcbeme  does  juftly  belong  to  fome  of  you,  and  that  I 
may  be  in  a  delufion  ?  What  do  I  know,  but  youf  way 
of  opening  the  covenant  of  grace  may  be  fuch  as  others 
will  call  an  enemy  to  the  law,  and  to  holinefs  ?  Why, 
what  ftiall  I  fay  to  you,  poor  creature  ?  Let  God  be 
true,  and  every  man  a  liar.  The  Lord  forbid  that  we 
Should  fpcak  wickedly  for  God,  and  talk  deceitfully 
for  him.  If  there  be  any  perfon  here,  that  never  found 
this  djoctrine  of  grace  have  any  other  tendency  than  to 
lead  them  to  licentioufnefs,  I  will  pledge  my  life,  that 
h^  is  not  a  believer,  but  a  perfon  ignorant  of  the  my- 
ftery  of  the  gofpel.  But  what  fay  you,  believer  ?  can- 
not your  experience  bear  witnefs  for  God,  and  his  gra- 
cious covenant,  that  however  vile  and  unholy  you  find 
yourfelf  to  be,  yet  when  the  new-covenant  cord  of  free 
grace  is  wrapt  about  you  heart,  docs  it  draw  you  to  the 
love  of  fin,  or  to  the  love  of  holinefs  ?  The  more  lively 
faith  you  have  of  Chrifli's  being  your  treafure,  your 
rightcoufntfs,  your  covenant,  your  all  for  debt  and  du- 
ty  both,  do  you  not  find  holinefs  the  more  lovly  to  you, 
and  his  love  conftraining  you  the  more  to  delight  in  his 
Icrvice  ?  Let  the  word  of  God,  and  the  experience  rf 

*  At  the  time  ivhcn  this  Sejrmon  was  preached  [viz.  Auguft  19,  iTta.]  tbf 
€$ntt]i  abuut  the  Marrow  doffrine  was  upon  the  field :  Firft  occafioned  by  a 
new  imprcffion  of  a  hook,  intitled,  The  Marrorw  of  Modern  Divinity,  with  t 
fceommendatory  preface,  by  the  Kev.  Mr.  James  Hog,  minifter  of  Camock, 
'  M  a  '"^ook  dcHgned  to  vindicate  the  dodlrine  of  Free-Grace;  which  book  the 
Gcdcfa)  Affrmbly  17x0.  by  thtir  fifth  Ad,  fcvcrely  animadverted  upon,  and 
^cbodemned  feveral  precious  important  truths,  through  the  fides  thereof:  And 
though  a  Reprefentation  was  given  in  by  fome  miniders  (among  whom  our 
Author  was  one  to  the  Artembly  1711.  laying  open  the  dangerous  confequence 
of  the  faid  Aft,  yet  the  AfTcmbly  17x1  by  their  feventh  Adl,  farther  explain- 
ed, corroborated,  and  confirmed  the  faid  fifth  A<3:. As  this  affair  occahon« 

cd  a  very  eonfiderable  difference,  both  among  miosAcrs  and  people;  fo  this 
much  may  fcrve  as  a  key  to  this  pafTage. 

all 


GttftxsT  the  Peoples  Cwenant,  239 

all  Hbt  faints,  in  in'  agreeablenefs  thereto,  decide  mat- 
ters of  this  fort.    But,  O  poor  believer,  do  not  fall  out 
with  Chrift,  though  even  many  of  his  friends  fliould  dif- 
fer with  one  another ;  be  not  ftumbled  in  a  day  of  re- 
proaches and  oflFences  :  Blejfed  are  they  that  Jhall  not  be 
offended  at  Chrift.    Let  your  hearts  go  in  to  the  offer  gf 
Chrift  as  a  covenant,  to  make  you  both  holy  and  happy; 
Now,  if  you  have  got  little  this  day,  leave  the  com- 
plaint upon  yourfelves,  for  God  and  his  ordinances  are 
not  to  blame ;  your  iniquities  dofeparate  betwixt  you  and 
your  God :    and  yet,  fay  not  you  have  got  nothing,  if 
you  have  got  but  a  crumb ;  for  a  crumb  is  fomcthing  diat 
indicates  that  there  is  yet  more  coming  in  the  Lord's 
time  and  way.     Why,   what  is  a  crumb?  If  jou  be 
made  more  humble  than  you  was,   that  is  a  crumb- 
Ktave  you  got  more  infight  into  the  covenant  ?  that  is  a 
crumb.     Have  you  got  more  defire  after  Chrift?  That 
is  a  crumb.     Are  you  longing  more  to  be  free  of  fin, 
and  Tike  unto  Chrift  ?  that  is  a  crumb.     Have  you  got 
fo  much  as  gives  you  a  ftomach  for  another  marriage- 
fupper  ?  that  is  a  crumb.     If  you  have  not  got  fo  much 
as  a  crumb,  believer,   it  may  be  waiting  for  you  in  a 
clofet,  or  a  fccret  corner ;    and  in  the  mean  time,  the 
Lord  may  be  calling  you  to  refleft  upon  fome  old  by- 
paft  experience,  when  you  got  a  more  fenfible  hold  of 
the  covenant  than  now ;  and  to  live  by  faith,  and  wait 
at  wifdom's  door.     And  you  that  have  been  fed,  and 
feafted  this  day,  O  refolve,  through  grace,  henceforth, 
a  ftated  war  againft  all  Chrift's  enemies  within  you  and 
without  you ;  and  do  all  you  can,  to  keep  the  ground  yoa 
have  gained  upon  enemies ;   and  fit  not  down  fecurc, 
otherwife  Satan  will  foon  trip  up  your  heels :    ly  not 
down  to  fleep  after  meat ;    for  God  hath  fed  you,   to 
run  the  race  that  is  Jet  before  you^  and  to  ftrive  who  (ball 
run  fafteft  in  the  way  to  heaven,  following  Chrift  the 
Forerunner.     You  are  to  follow  none,  but  as  they  fol- 
low  Chrift :    the  moft  godly  miniftcrs  are  but  limited 
examples ;    you  are  to  follow  them  fo  far  as  they  fol- 
low Chrift,  but  no  further ;  Be  yc  follozvers  of  m ,  faid 
Paul,   as  I  am  of  Chriji.     Take  the  word  of  God  for 
your  rule,  and  gofpel-truth  for  your  ftandard,  and  Ac 
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rather  that  there  are  many  in  this  generation,  who  would 
be  content  that  fome  gofpel-truths  were  fcratched  out 
of  the  Bible ;  but  let  your  prayer  be,  Lord^  Send  forth 
thy  light  and  thy  trtUh^  that  they  may  guide  fue* 

In  a  word,  your  life  muft  be  a  living  by  faith  upon 
the  covenant,  the  unchangeable  parties,  the  Father  and 
the  Son.  Here  is  a  fure  ground  of  faith ;  whereas  the  rea- 
ibn  of  your  ftaggering  is,  becaufe  you  put  in  yourfclf 
as  the  one  party,  who  are  but  a  changeable  creature^ 
that  alters  every  moment :  but  it  is  concluded  betwixt 
two  unchangeable  parties,  whereof  none  of  them  ever 
repents  the  bargain.  O,  fays  the  poor  foul,  though  I 
have  been  helped  to  confent  to  this  covenant,  and  fub- 
fcribe  it  with  all  my  heart,  yet  I  fear  I  play  the  devil, 
and  my  heart  break  loofe  again.  Yea,  it  may  be  fo, 
but  this  covenant  fays,  I  will  draw  you  to  heaven,  if 
you  were  a  devil :  I  will  draw  you  back  again  though  you 
were  even  in  the  very  mouth  of  hell.  And  I  think, 
you  will  find  he  hath  done  fo  heretofore,  believer,  when 
you  thought  you  was  fo  far  down  in  the  pit,  that  the 
Lord  would  never  return  again  to  lift  you  up :  he  hath 
returned,  and  furprized  you ;  and,  it  may  be,  hath 
done  fo,  at  this  occafion.  O  blefs  him,  and  ferve  him, 
and  improve  his  covenant ;  yea,  let  me  tell  you,  be- 
liever, you  having  embraced  the  covenant,  it  lies  upon 
God*s  honour  to  keep  you,  becaufe  he  ftands  engaged 
to  his  Son  ;  his  word  of  honour  is  part. 

Some,  it  may  be,  are  ftill  queftioning  their  right  to 
believe,  their  right  to  take  Chrift,  their  right  to  fub- 
fcribe  to  this  covenant ;  they  ftand,  as  it  were,  at  the 
back  of  the  door,  faying,  What  right  have  I  ?  Indeed, 
if  you  were  a  party  and  aftor  in  this  covenant,  you 
might  fpeak  at,  that  rate ;  but  that  you  are  not :  you  are 
only  to  be  aflenter  and  confenter.  Your  legal  heart 
dreams  always,  that  God  will  not  accept  of  you,  unlefs 

^ou  do  fo  and  fo :  but  know  that  God  and  Chrift  do  all 
ere ;  and  they  have  bound  themfclves,  by  this  cove- 
nant to  do  all :  and  if  you  do  any  thing,  ftay  till  you 
be  able  to  do  more  than  God  hath  done,  than  Chrift 
hath  done ;  and  that  will  ilever  be.  God  engaged,  in 
this  covenant,  to  hold  Chrift's  hand,  and  to  uphold  him 

.  in 
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in  the  work  of  redemption  :  the  Father  bears  equal  bur- 
den in  the  work  ;  and  all  the  three  perfons  of  the  glo- 
rious Trinity  had  an  equal  will  to  it ;    and  therefore, 
feeing  a  Trinity  hath  done  it,   the  work  is  completely 
done.     O  what  fools  are  they  then,  that  refufe  to  join 
in  with  this  covenant,  becaufe  of  their  own  fhort-com- 
ing,  and  becaufe  they  cannot  do  fo  and  fo  ?  Why,  you 
can  do  all  that  you  are  bound  to  do  in  this  covenant, 
and  that  is  juft  nothing  at  all ;  for  Chriil  is  the  cove- 
nant, and  the  all  in  all  of  it.     If  cvci*  you  do  any  thing* 
in  God's  fight  acceptable,    it  is  the  covenant  of  grace 
that  does  it  in  you.    But  now,  as  to  your  right  to  come 
to  this  covenant;    what  rigjic  would  you  have,    but 
much  mifchief  and  mifcry  to  be  a  right  on  your  part ; 
and  the  offer,  call,  and  command  of  heaven  to  be  a  right 
on  God's  part  ?  There  is  all  the  right  to  believe  that  I 
know.     You  would  have  a  right  founded  upon  fome 
righteoufnefs  of  your  own :    you  v/ould  have  in  your 
clouted  cloke  w^ith  his  fair  robe ;    but  God  w^ill  have 
none  of  your  blackened  righteoufnefs.     The  right  is 
now,  "Urelcome  a  hard  heart,  to  get  foftening  grace  out 
of  this  covenant :  welcome,  guilty  foul,  to  get  pardon- 
ing grace  out  of  this  covenant :  welcome,    filthy  fin- 
ner,  to  get  fanftifying  grace  out  of  this  covenant :  wel- 
come,   chief  of  finncrs,    finner  above  all  finners,  wel- 
come to  come  and  get  falvation  out  of  this  covenant. 
Will  you  then  object,   and  fay,  O  I  cannot  turn  from 
fin,  and  I  muil  do  th;it  before  1  come  ?  Why,  man,  will 
you  tell  me,   who  but  the  devil  taught  you  to  take 
Chrift's  room,  and  to  take  his  w^ork  and  employment 
out  of  his  hand  ?    His  7iame  is  Jefus^    becaufe  he  fwves 
from  fin.     O  let  him  in,  and  he  v/ill  fpeak  for  himfelf  ;' 
he  will  fpeak  to  the  devil.  Stand  by,  for  I  have  broken 
your  head ;  he  w^ill  fay  to  fin.  Stand  by,  for  I  have  con- 
demned you  by,  the  facrifice  of  myfclf;  He  condemned 
fin  in  the  jiefb :.   yea,  he  will  fay  to  jullice,    Let  me 
through  to  heaven,  w^ith  all  my  ranfomxcd  at  my  back ; 
for  I  have  given  you  full  fitisfaftion.     O  let  him  fpeak 
for  himfelf.     Chrifl  hath  got  the  guiding  of  all  about 
the  covenant ;  and  when  v/c  take  him,  we  take  hoiinefs 
with  him  ;  w'e  take  perfect:  hoiinefs  in  him  for  juilifica- 
VoL.  L  Hh  ticu-: 
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tion ;  and  we  get  an  imparted  holinefs  from  him  for 
fandification.  What  is  the  rcafon  of  your  want  of  ho- 
linefs ?  Becaufc  you  do  not  take  Chnft :  what  is  the 
reafon  that  fome  who  take  Chrift,  have  little  holinefs  a- 
bout  them  ?  Even  becaufe  they  take  him  very  aukward- 
ly,  if  I  may  fo  call  it ;  they  take  him  backwardly.  If 
we  were  better  at  taking  what  God  gives,  we  would 
find  more  holinefs  fpringing  up ;  whole  taking  of  him 
would  make  whole  holinefs  to  you ;  but  your  broken 
taking  of  him  makes  broken  holinefs.  O !  he  is  the 
Performer  of  the  covenant,  and  the  performance  it- 
felf ;  the  Doer  of  all  our  work  in  us  and  for  us.  And  if 
our  taking  him,  and  believing  on  him  were  more  pcr- 
feft,  our  holinefs  would  be  more  too,;  for  faith  purifies 
the  heart :  a  poor  lean  faith  makes  poor  lean  obedience 
and  fandification.  O  if  you  could  get  'Chrift  once  in 
your  arms,  you  get  all  that  the  Father  hath  promifed: 
but  poor  foul,  the  beft  way  for  you,  when  you  find  your 
own  weaknefs  and  wickednefs,  and  fear  the  Father's 
wrath,  is  to  take  Chrift,  as  it  were,  and  (hut  him  into 
the  Father^s  arms,  and  that  will  pleafe  him :  when  you 
get  Chrift  in  your  arms,  you  want  no  more,  you  have 
all  you  need ;  and  when  God  the  Father  gets  Chrift 
in  his  arms,. he  wants  no  more,  he  hath  all  that  he 
feeks  ;  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well-pleafed. 

Know  this  covenant,  as  it  is  enlarged  upon,  in  the 
text  and  context. 

I.  It  is  a  covenant  for  light ;  a  light  to  the  Gentiles. 
Chrift  is  thp  wifdom  and  light  of  poor  fouls,  and  teach- 
es  them  all  the  good  leflbns  that  they  learn  :  what  lef. 
fons  docs  he  inftruQ:  them  in  ?  Why,  he  tells  them 
what  is  the  way  to  heaven,  faying,  /  am  the  way  :  he 
preaches  himfelf,  and  it  well  becomes  him  to  do  fo. — 
He  fliews  them  how  a  man  is  made  full  by  emptying 
Iiiiftfelf ;  When  lam  weak,  then  am  IJlrong.  If  any  lay, 
1  will  do  my  part  of  the  covenant,  he  his  part ;  why, 
that  is  all  wrong :  if  you  make  him  ^ot  the  all  of  the 
covenant,  you  make  him  nothing.  — He  teaches  a  man 
how  to  difcern  his  voice.  My  fheep  hear  my  voice.  Hq 
caufes  them  to  difcern  a  fpiritual  preaching,  a  gofpcl 
preaching;    a  fpiritual   prayer,    a    fpirituaJ    exercife. 

Some 
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Some  will  tell  us,  it  is  the  great  and  learned  men  of  the 
world  that  know  preaching  beft :  true,  feme  learning 
may  make  them  know  how  words  are  ranged  together ; 
but  he  who  is  the  light  of  the  Gentiles,  makes  all, 
whom  he  favingly  enlightens,   to  know  his  voice  in  a 

preaching ;  The  fpiritual  manjudgeth  all  things. He 

teaches  them  to  read  God's  will  out  of  a  providence  ; 
and  to  fee  more  of  God  in  fome  providences,  than  o- 
thersfee  in  all  his  ordinances :  he  teaches  them  to  make 
ufe  of  the  enemies  weapons  againft  themfelves.  Why, 
fitys  Satan,  will  fuch  a  vile  thing,  as  thou  art,  come  to 
Chijft  ?  Yea,  fays  the  foul,  becaufe  I  am  vile,  I  am  the 

more  fit. He  teaches  them  how  to  dwell  befide  the 

fountain,  and  how  to  live  near  God ;  and  the  man  that 
doth  this^  cannot  always  live  upon  two  prayers  in  the 
day.  You  that  never  knew  any  more  about  prayer  than 
your  morning  and  evening  fet-times  of  prayer,  it  feems 
you  was  never  taught  by  him  that  is  the  light  of  the 
Gentiles.  O  take  him,  and  he  will  teach  you  how  to 
cry,  Abba,  Father ;  and  to  rejoice  and  work  righte- 
oulhefs.  O  when  Chrift  comes,  and  difcovers  himfelf 
to  the  foul,  with  his  robes  royal  on  him,  that  foul  is 
filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing. 

2.  It  is  a  covenant  for  Jight ;  to  open  blind  eyes  :  a 
man  that  is  called  Jesus,  opened  mine  eyes^  fays  the  blind 
man.  O  there  are  many  forts  of  blind  people,  that 
need  to  go  to  Chrift  for  opening  their  eyes  :  fome  are 
blind  Atheijis^  who  fay  in  their  hearts,  There  is  no  God; 
they  fee  not  the  majeuy  of  God,  they  fee  not  the  juftice 
of  God,  they  fee  not  the  grace  of  God,  etc.  O  that  ^ 
they  were  flocking  to  him  who  is  the  opener  of  blind 
eyes. — Some  are  blind  Civilians  ;  they  are  very  civil  in 
their  walkj  but  as  far  from  grace  as  the  former :  they 
do  not  difcern  the  things  of  God ;  know  nothing  about 
cafes  of  confcience :  there  are  fome  men's  prayers  and 
preaching  they  underftand  not,  if  they  be  fpiritual  and 
evangelical ;  the  man  knows  not  himfelf,  but  is  pure  in 
his  ovm  eyes  :  his  neighbours,  it  may  be,  will  call  him 
a  good  man,  an  honeft  man,  and  he  judges  himfdf  to 
be  what  people  call  him ;  and  yet  he  is  a  rebel  and  trai- 
tor to  God :  he  hath  not  much  ill  that  men  can  chal- 
Hh  2  Icn^i 
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lenge ;  but,  O  there  are  many  things  that  God  can  chal- 
lenge him  for.  God  can  fee  his  vice  in  the  thing  that 
he  thinks  to  be  virtue  and  innocence ;  he  may  pray,  and 
IS  content  and  conceited  to  hear  himfelf  pray,  and  he 
fees  no  fault  in  his  prayers,  O  have  not  fuch  need  of 
Chrill  to  open  their  eyes  ? — Some  are  ^hnd  in  the  mat- 
ters of  religion  ;  they  think  all  their  fins  are  fins  of  infir- 
mity :  no  doubt  we  j^re  finners,  fay  they,  and  great 
finners  ;  who  wants  their  faults  more  than  we  ?  O  blind 
fouls !  know  that  Chrift  is  the  opener  of  blind  eyes. 
There  are  blind  perfons  that  know  their  bodily  cafe, 
bur  not  that  of  their  fouls  ;  they  obferve  bodily  provi- 
dences, but  not  foul  providences  :  they  know  not  down- 
callings  nor  uprifnigs  of  foul.  O !  go  to  Chrift,  and 
he  will  let  you  fee.— Some  are  blind  with  refpedto  any 
di/hiiff  kno'u:Icdy;e  of  the  go/pel ;  they  fee  not  the  ground 
of  faith  ;  they  would  build  their  faith  on  their  little  piece 
of  hoiinefs,  rather  than  on  God's  holy  covenant,  that 
only  can  m?ike  them  holy ;  and  hence  their  hoiinefs  is 
ahvavs  to  feek  :  they  fee  not  how  a  man  is  juftified  in  a 
moment,  by  an  inward  righteoufncfs  complete  and  full ; 
they  fee  not  how  jultification  can  be  complete,  without 
fouicwhat  of  their  own,  to  make  it  look  fair  in  God's 
fight.     O  fcek  into  Chrift,  that  he  may  open  your  eyes! 

'Again,  many  are  blind  with  refpeft  to  true  faith  ; 

they  cannot  give  a  rcafon  of  their  faith  ;  they  have  loft 
their  text,  and  cannot  give  a  ground  upon  which  they 
believe:'  it  may  be,  they  will  fay,  tliey  have  believed 
all  their  days.  O  Itranger  to  faith  !  The  Son  of  God 
is  fj^iven  to  be  the  opener  of  blind  eyes,  he  is  a  covenants 
ed  Eve-falve  for  all  blind  people.     But  then, 

3.  It  is  a  covenant  for  liberty  ;  to  bring  the  prifoners 
out  cf  the  prljhi'houfe.  The  Son  of  God  is  the  loofer  of 
prifoners,  by  his  covenanted  indenture  with  the  Father ; 
^hc  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  him  ;  for  he  hath  a- 
ndnted  him  :  Why,  Chrift  knov/s  all  the  prifon-houfes, 
and  all  the  bands ;  he  was  made  like  unto  us  in  all  things, 
fin  only  excepted  :  Sz/rh  an  High-prieji  became  us^  ivho 
is  hofy-i  h.irmlefs^  undefded^  feparate  from  finners.  Yea, 
Chrift  carries  ill  the  keys  of  the  prifon-houfe  ;  The  keys 
of  hell  and  death  are  in  his  hand ;  he  opens^  and  none 
**  .  jhlits; 
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Jhuts  ;  and  Jhuts^  and  none  opens.  The  devil,  it  may  be, 
hath  the  poor  foul  bound  hand  and  foot  in  the  prifon  y 
but  in  comes  the  King  of  nations,  the  ^ngle  of  whofe 
keys  makes  all  the  devils  tremble,  and  he  orders  the 
jaylor  to  remove  his  chains  ;  then,  Dumb  and  deaffpirit^ 
I  charge  thee  to  come  out  of  him^  faid  Chrift  to  the  poffeft 
man  in  the  gofpel ;  fo  fays  he,  when  he  comes  to  loofc 
a  prifoner.  Thou  wicked,  unclean  fpirit,  I  charge  thee 
to  come  out ;  thou  covetous  and  worldly  fpirit,  I  charge 
thee  to  come  out ;  thou  atheiftical,  unbelieving  fpirit; 
thou  lying  and  fwearing,  thou  drunken  and  debauched 
fpirit,  etc.  I  charge  thee  to  come  out,  let  that  foul  go 
free  ;  and,  if  the  Son  make  youfree^  then  are  you  free  in^ 
'  deed.  It  may  be  the  law  hath  the  man  in  chains ;  for, 
by  the'  law  is  the  knowledge  and  cowoidion  of  Jin.  The 
law  comes  andfeeks  his  mailer's  rent,  faying,  Pay  what 
thou  oweji  ;  and  the  Spirit  of  God  comes  along  with  the 
law,  and  convifts  the  man,  and  he  every  day  hears  him-, 
felf  proclaimed  over  the  crofs,  as  it  were,  and  put  to 
the  king's  horn,  there  being  many  bonds  rcgiftrate  up- 
on him ;  he  is  carried  to  prifon,  and  there  he  lies,  fear- 
ing the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  execution  of  the  curfc 
and  thr^tening  of  the  holy  law.  But  behold,  the  Son 
of  God  comes,  faying.  Open  to  me  the  gates  of  righteouf" 
nefs :  his  name  is.  The  Lord  our  righteousness. 
The  lav^  is  exceeding  broad,  but  there  is  a  righteoufnefa 
as  broad  as  it  can  be.  Many  are  long  in  this  prifon, 
becaufe  they  take  a  threatening,  and  dwell  upon  that ; 
but  believe  the  gofpel-promifc,  and  take  hold  of  the 
gofpel-righteoufnefs,  and  you  fliall  be  loofcd.  Others 
dwell  long  in  this  prifon,  becaufe,  if  they  take  a  pro- 
mife,  they  take  a  conditional  promife, .  and  make  no 
right  ufe  cf  it ;  fuch  as  that,  To  you  that  fear  my  name^ 
Jhall  the  Son  of  righteoufnefs  arife.  There  is  a  fweet  pro- 
mife, the  Son  of  righteoufnefs  his  arifing  ;  but  then  the 
condition  of  fearing  his  na?ne^  .that  cuts  off  their  fingers, 
and  hinders  them  from  applying  it,  becaufe  they  think 
they  want  the  condition  :  therefore,  man,  either  take 
an  abfolute  promife,  that  hath  no  condition  in  it  at  all, 
promifing  the  condition  too  ;  or  elfe,  if  you  apply  the 
conditional  promife,   take  Chrift  for  the  condition  to 
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make  up  all  to  you,  and  then  you  will  find  a  loafing  of 
prifon-baifids.     If  you  will  not  be  content  every  day  and 
every  hour  of  the  day,  to  be  in  God's  common,  in  free 
graces  common,   you  will  ly  and  rot  in  your  prifon. 
Many  abide  long  in  this  prifon,  becaufe  they  would  wil- 
lingly live  to  two  hufbands,   both  Chrift  and  the  law* 
We  cannot  live  to  Chrift,  unlefs  we  be  dead  to  the  law, 
Gal.  ii.  19.;  but  the  man  would  embrace  Chrift  for  a 
huft)and,  and  yet  ftand  feeking  to  anfwer  the  demanda 
of  the  law :  but  whenever  the  law  demands  any  thing  of 
you,  you  muft  fend  the  law  to  Chrift,  that  he  may  an^ 
fwer  it ;  and  then  you  will  be  loofed.  Some  abide  long 
in  prifon,  becaufe  they  build  the  faith  of  God's  love 
on  the  work  of  God,  and  not  on  the  truth  of  God; 
and  hence  it  is,  thw  when  God's  work  within  them 
languifhes,  their  faith  languifties  alfo ;  but  faith  will  nc-e 
ver  be  firm  and  ftable,  till  it  build  more,  upon  the  truth 
of  the  covenant.     The  ftable  Chriftian  Uves  by  bills  of 
exchange ;  but  the  weak,  unftablc  foul  counts  all  by 
what  he  hath  in  his  pocket;   by  what  he  hath  in 
hand,  and,  not  upon  what  he  hath  upon  bond.  But  how 
does  Chrift,  the  covenant  of  the  people,  open  the  pri, 
fon-doors  ?  Why,  he  even  teaches  the  foul  to  fay.    Let 
Satan,  fm,  juftice,  and  the  law  come  along  with  me  to 
Chrift ;  and  what  I  cannot  anfwer,  he  can ;  what  I  want, 
he  hath  enough  to  fupply.  Come,  and  lay  all  my  fins  on 
my  back,  that  I  may  away  to  Chrift  with  them,  and  get 
more  mercy  and  grace ;  for  Chrift  is  the  all  in  all  of 
this  new  covenant :  and  in  this  way  the  prifoner  is  loof* 
ed,  to  the  devil's  fliame,  and  to  Chrift's  honour.  Stand 
to  your  liberty;  poor  foul,  and  let  your  fins  and  wants 
haften,  .and  bring  you  forward  to  venture  upon  Chrift, 
that  he  may  loofc  you.  O  that  the  day  of  the  Son  pf 
man  were  come,  when  Zion  will  get  a  thoufand  atheift^ 
at  a  draught,  when*  Chrift  will  get  a  multitude  of  pri- 
foners  liberate ! 

4.  It  is  a  glorious  covenant,  contrived  wholly  for  glot 
rifying  God,  and  debating  felf ;  therefore  it  follows,  /, 
am  the  Lord,  that  is  my  name  ;  my  glory  will  1  mt  give 
to  another,  nor  my  praife  to  graven  images.  God  account^ 
it  the  ftanding  of  his  glory,  to  perform  all  that  is  in  this 

covenant. 
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covenant,  and  not  to  give  any  creature  a  fhare  of  it : 
he  will  not  break  his  credit,  having  once  engaged  him- 
felf  in  covenant ;  and  he  will  not  fuffer  any  to  gather 
up  the  tent  and  revenue  of  it  but  himielf ;  My  glory  v^ili 
I  ndt  give  to  another.  It  (lands  on  his  glory,  his  word  of 
honour,  his  word  royal ;  he  himfclf  will  do  all,  and  no 
inftrument  (hall  have  the  glory  of  it.  If  you  give  inftru* 
ments  any  of  the  glory,  it  is  the  way  to  blaft  the  inftru* 
ments ;  and  Wafted  may  they  be,  rather  than  that  Chrift 
Ihould  want  any  of  the  glory  due  unto  his  name.  There- 
fore, for  the  Lord's  fake,  if  ye  get  any  thing  this  day, 
do  not  give  the  glory  to  any  inftrument ;  for,  fays 
God,  I  am  the  Lord,  that  is  my  name^  and  my  glory  wilt 
I  not  give  to  another.  And,  for  his  glory's  fake,  do  not 
think  of  doing  any  part  of  the  work  yourfelves ;  there 
fliall  none  get  any  of  his  glory  but  himfelf.  Means  be- 
long to  you ;  and,  in  God's  name,  I  charge  you  to 
make  ufe  of  them  ;  and  the  obligations  to  duties  lies 
upon  you;  but,  if  you  have  any  regard  for  the  glory 
of  God,  let  God  have  the  glory  of  the  whole  perfor- 
mance :  not  I,  but  grace ;  either  the  Lord  will  bring 
you  to  this,  or  he  will  bring  you  to  nothing.  Let  it  be 
youT  maxim  in  religion,  to  make  always  much  toonx 
for  the  free  grace  of  God  in  Chrift. 

What  fhall  I  make  of  this  you  have  been  telling  me? 
Why,  have  your  hearts  gone  into  the  covenant  of  free 
grace  ?  Then  I  call  you  to  a  djaty,  fuch  as  you  have, 
ver.  1 9.  Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fong^  and  his  praijes 
from  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Whence  you  may  notice,  that 
when  God  is  giving  a  full  and  free  covenant,  then  it  is 
a  fit  time  to  injoin  a  duty ;  for  then  the  man  is  at  this, 
0  /  what  fhall  I  render  to  thee  Lord  f  Nothing  advances 
holinefs  fo  much  as  the  getting  a  full  and  free  covenant ; 
and  he  is  the  covenant,  and  the  whole  of  the  covenant : 
why  ?  becaufc  Chrift  walks  in  the  midft  of  the  covenant ; 
and  when  the  covenant  comes,  he  comes  ;  and  his  very 
prefence  warms  the  heart,  and  that  warmnefs  enlarges 
it,  and  then  the  man  is  at  that  with  it,  /  will  run  the 
way  of  thy  commandments^  becaufe  thou  enlargeji  my  heart. 
Yea,  when  the  free  covenant  comes  to  a  man,  and  gets 
the  throne,  then  holinefs  will  run  of  courfe.  The  nar- 
rpwnefs  of  your  thoughts  of  free  grace  hinders  ^il^ovix 
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holinefs  j  for  Chrift  will  not  fit  down  where  the  cove- 
nant gets  not  the  throne.  When  the  free  covenant  comes, 
it  makes  Self  go  to  the  door,  and  bids  pride  be  gone  j 
for  holinefs  hath  a  charge  never  to  lodge  in  the  fame 
room  with  pride.  When  the  covenant  comes  in,  oridc 
goes  out ;  and  when  pride  goes  out,  holijfiefs  comes 
in  ;  for  he  gives  grace  to  the  humble  ;  and  the  moft  fweet- 
ly  humbling  thing  in  all  the  world,  is  a  view  of  the  free 
covenant,  where  God  gets  all  the  glory,  and  Self  no- 
thing of  it :  nay,  when  the  covenant  comes,  it  makes 
Self  think  fhame  of  itfclf,  and  hide  its  face  with  bluflies. 
In  a  word,  when  the  covenant  comes,  it  contains  in  its 
bofom  all  the  furniture  that  is  neceflary  for  making  a 
man  holy ;  and  alfo,  this  covenant  fhews  to  a  man  that 
much  is  forgiven  him ;  and  when  much  is. forgiven  him, 
he  loves  much.  And  where  there  is  much  love,  there 
is  true  holinefs,  for  the  love  of  Chrift  conftrains  him 
therefore,  where  this  covenant  never  comes,  holinefs 
never  grows ;  but  when  the  covenant  of  grace  in  its 
freedom  and  fulnefs  takes  place  with  a  foul,  there  ho- 
linefs flouriflies.  Would  you  know  wherefore  there  is 
fo  much  wickednefs,  and  fo  little  holinefs  in  Scotland, 
for  all  the  talking  of  holinefs,  as  if  the  free  difpenfation 
of  gofpel-grace  would  marr  it  ?  The  very  reafon  is.  Lit- 
tle of  this  covenant  is  known ;  men  keep  faft  hold  of 
their  fins,  bccaufc  they  will  not  take  hold  of  this  cove- 
nant. Where  there  is  nothing  of  this  covenant,  there 
is  no  holinefs  ;  where  little  of  this  covenant,  there  is  lit- 
tle holinefs  ;  and  wliere  much  of  this  covenant  takes 
place,  there  is  much  holinefs. 

The  new  covenant  brings  in  the  new  fong,  ver.  10. 
Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  neiv  fong ;  and  the  new  fong  is  the 
new  obedience;  and  the  hcv/  obedience  is  the  obedience 
of  faith  and  love ;  and  that  obedience  of  faith  and  love  is 
gofpel-holinefs.  O  then,  let  the  gofpel-covenant  have 
room,  or  holinefs  will  never  thrive  and  increafe :  take 
in  the  covenant,  and  it  will  make  you  fing  ;  Sing  to  the 
Lord  J  nc%v  fojig  and  his  praifcs  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  ; 
for  he  that  ojfcreth  praife  glorifcth  God :  and  the  more 
you  glorify  God,  the  more  will  your  holinefs  be  like  that 
of  the  redeemed  above,  who  are  finging  the  new  fong 
in  the  new  Jcrufalem. 
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The  Worlds  Verdict  of  Christ 
and  his  Followers;  or^  the  truly 
7)ewut  ridiculed  and  reproached  by 
the  Trqfdne.  * 

Isaiah  vili.  i8. 

Behold  J  I  and  the  children  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  me^ 
areforftgns  and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael ;  from  the  Lord 
of  hojis^  which  divelleth  in  mount  Zion. 

THE  fubjefts  I  have  lately  difcourfed  upon,  com- 
pared with  this  text,  will  hold  forth  to  us  a  fgur- 
fold  verdia  concerning  Chrift,  the  glorious  Redeemer 
of  an  eleft  world,  i.  The  Father's  verdift  concern- 
ing him,  faying,  I  have  given  him  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people^  a  light  of  the  GentilCs\.  2.  The  Spirit's  ver- 
diO:  concerning  him,  witneffing  in  his  behalf;  He /hall 
te/iify  of  me.  3.  His  own  verdifl:  of  himfelf,  faying, 
I  and  my  Father  are  one  J.  4.  The  world's  vcrdidl  of 
him  and  his  followers.  Behold^  I  and  the  children  whom 
the  Lord  hath  given  me^  areforf.gns  and  for  wonders  in 
Ifrael. — In  the  firft,  the  Father  commends  him  to  us 

.  by  his  approbation  ;  /  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of 
the  people.  In  the  fecond,  the  Spirit  commends  him  to 
us.  by  his  attestation  ;  Hefhall  tejiify  of  me.  In  the 
third,  he  commends  himfelf  to  us  by  his  proclama- 
tion ;  /  and  my  Father  are  one.  But  in  the  fourth,  the 
tvorld  difcommends  and  entertains  him  with  detestati- 
on ;  Behold^  I  and  the  children  whom  the  Lord  hath  given 

'me^  are  for  Jlgns  and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael.  — Behold, 
how  the  Father's  gift  is  defpifed,  though  he  gave  him  for 
a  covenant  of  the  people  !    Behold,  how  the  Spirit's  tcfti- 

*  This  fermon  was  delivered  by  our  Autnor  in  his  own  church 
at  Dunfermline,  Decern.  16.  1722.    This  is  the  fecond  impreflion, 
\  See  the  preceding  fermon. 
.  J-  Thefe  two  laOt  fabje^s  have  not  yet  appeared  vn  ^i:\ux.. 
Vol.  L  '    I  i  tootv^ 
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mony  is  rejeded,  while  he  tejiifies  of  Chrift !  Behold^ 
how  his  own  declaration  is  ne^le£led^  Ihcwing  that  he 
and  his  Father  are  one  !  Behold,  how  unworthily  this  glo- 
rious one  is  entertained^  by  the  generality  who  hear  of 
him ;  even  with  prodigious  marks  of  reproach  and  con^ 
tempt  upon  him  and  all  his  children  ! 

It  might  have  been  thought  that  Chrift  and  his 
friends  mould  be  better  entertained,  by  the  people  of. 
the  world,  feeing  he  is  given  of  the  Father  ta  be  the 
covenant  of  the  people :  yet  the  moft  of  people  are  fuch 
ftrangers  to  their  true  intereft,  fuch  apoftates  from,  ana 
enemies  to  Chrift,  that  his  beft  friends,  are  ready  to  meet 
with  the  greateft  oppofition,  when  tJiey  are  moft  employ- 
ed in  witnefling  for  him.  But  that  he  whom  the  Father 
hath  given,  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  will  fttll  have 
fome  friends  amongft  the  people  to  witnefs  for  htm^  is 
evident  from  that  word ;  He  Jhall  tejiifj  ofme;  and  ye 
alfojhall  bear  witnefs.  And  furely  they  IbaB  have  no 
reafon  to  be  afhamcd  of  their  teftimony  concerning  htni, 
'  feeing  he  is  fuch  a  glorious  perfon,  thait  he  and  hh  Fa* 
ther  are  one^  in  effence :  and  yet  what  treatment  bis 
witnefEng  friends  are  to  expeft,  even  in  Ifrc^el^  is  de- 
clared in  this  text,  by  their  glorious  Leader ;  BehM^ 
I  and  the  children  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  me^  are  pa' 
ft\ns  and  for  wonders  in  JfraeL 

That  you  may  not  apprehend  we  miftake  the  feope  of 
the  words ;  it  may  t>e  here  afked,  Of  whom  doth  the 
prophet  here  [peak?  of  himfelf  or  of  another?  We  an-' . 
fwer.  He  fpeaks  both  of  himfelf  and  of  another.  That 
he  fpeaks  of  himfelf  is  ^ident  from  the  context,  which 
you  may  view  at  your  leifure :  and  that  he  fpeaks  of 
another  alfo,  is  evident  from  Heb.  ii.  13.  where  this 
very  text  is  cited,  and  applied  to  Chrift ;  Beholdy  I  and 
the  children  whom  thou  hq/i  given  me.  So  that  here  the 
prophet  is  the  type,  and  Christ  the  Antitype :  there- 
fore, hence  it  is  evident,  that  in  difcourfmg  upon  this 
fubjeft,  I  will  not  deviate  from  the  fcope,  while  I 
apply  it  either  to  Chrift,  or  his  fervants  and  friends: 
and  while  I  confider  it  either  as  the  languai^e  of  the^ro- 
j>bet,  the  type,  fpeaking  of  himfelf,  and  his  children, 
coi3  verted  by  his  meatus  ^.xvd  m^^v^w-acuVsSvv^  \  -KcALfe 
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may  be  applied  to  all  die  faithful  ambafladors  of  Qirift, 
and  their  converts :  or,  as  it  is  the  language  of  Christ, 
the  Antitype,  fpeaking  of  himfelf,  and  of  all  his  friends 
and  followers,  who,  of  his  own  will,  are  begotten  and 
regenerated  by  the  word  of  grace :  Beholdj  I  and  the 
/:h'tldten  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  me^  are  for  Jigns  and 
for  wonders  in  Ifrael. 

The  fcope  of  this,  and  feveral  following  chapters,  is 
Xo  fliowthe  grt^tde/iruilion  that  was  Ihortly  to  be  brought* 
upon  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  by  the  king  of  Aflyria,  for 
their, fins.  In  thefe  times  of  public  calamity  threatened 
and  impendent,  the  prophet  comforts  the  people  of  God, 
vcr.  11.  with  the  fame  comfort,  wherewith  himfelf  had 
been  comforted  of  God ;  For  the  Lordfpake  thus  to  me, 
wi^h  a  ftrofig  hand,  and  inJlruSled  me,  that  IJhould  not  walk 
in  the  way  of  this  people.  Where  we  may  remark, 
I.  That  there  is  a  pronenefs  in  men  to  walk  in  the  way 
of  the  people  they  live  amongft,  though  it  be  not  a  good 
way:  the  beft  of  men  are  prone  hereto.  2.  Thofc 
whom  God  loves  and  owws,  he  will  enable  them  to  fwim 
againfl  the  ftream  of  common  corruption,  though  they 

fliould  be  called  Angular. In  thefe  times  of  diftrefs, 

the  Lord  alfo  fautions  his  people,  by  the  prophet,  againft 
all  finful  fears,  ver,  12.  Say  you  noty  A  confederacy  to 
alt  them  to  whom  this  people  fhall  fay,  A  confederacy  ; 
neither  fdur  ye  their  fear y  nor  be  afraid.  Be  not  aflbciate 
with  them,  nor  afraid  of  their  confederacy.  When  the 
churches  enemies  have  finful  confederacies  on  foot,  the 
church's  friends  Ihould  watch  againfl:  the  finful  fears 
of  thefe  confederacies.  And  efpccially,  it  concerns  us, 
in  time  of  trouble,  to  watch  againft  all  fuch  fears  as  put 
us  upon  any  indireft  courfes  for  our  own  fecurity ;  or 
any  finful  ftiifts  to  Ihun  the  xrrofs. — He  next  advifes  them 
to  a  religious  fear,  ver.  1 3.  SanBify  the  Lord  of  hofls 
himfelf  and  let  him  he  your  fear ^  and  let  him  be  your  dread. 
The  believing  fear  of  God  is  a  fpecial  prefervative  againft 
the  difquiet  and  fear  of  man :  and  they  that  truly  fear  God, 
ihall  not  need  to  fear  any  evil ;  for,  H£  fhall  be  for  afandua^ 
ry  to  thenij  though  to  others  he  will  be  z^one  ofjiumbltng^ 
over  which  they  will  fall  to  ruin,  ver.  14^  15*  Ths^j 
who  are  helped  to  keep  up  the  feat  oi  God,  ^xA  Yc^^ 
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down  the  fear  of  man,  will  find  God  to  be  their  refuge; 
while  the  wicked,  and  all  their  confederates,  though 
hand  join  in  hand,  fhall  not  go  unpunifhed,  but  ftumblc 
and  fall  into  difpaur  and  ruin, — In  ver.  i6.  we  have  the 
tinfpeakable  privilege  which  the  people  of  God  enjoy,  in 
having  the  oracles  of  God  intrufted  to  them  ;  the  fcrip- 
ture,  as  a  testimony,  to  dired  onr  faith  ;  and  a  law, 
to  direft  our  pra^ice :  it  is  God's  proclamation,  under 
the  broad  feal  of  heaven  ;  it  is  the  good  thing  commit- 
ted to  them  that  are  difciples,-- In  ver.  17.  we  have  the 
ufe^  the  good  ufc  we  are  to  make  of  this  privilege  :  and 
this  we  are  taught  by  the  prophet's  own  praSice  and  re- 
folution  ;  he  embraced  the  law  and  the  tcftimony,  and 
had  the  comfort  of  it,  amidlt  all  the  difcouragements 
he  met  with.  What  counfcl  God  had  given,  ven  12. 
the  prophet  here  follows,  ver.  17.  /  -will  wait  upon  the 
Lord,  that  hi  Jet  h  his  Jace  from  the  hoiife  of  Jacobs  and  I 
ivill  look  for  him.  God  was  frowning  upon  his  people ; 
and  then  the  prophet  was  waiting  and  looking.  When 
God  is  hiding  his  face,  and  threatening  to  come  in  a 
way  of  judgment,  even  ^en  Kis  people  fhould  be  at- 
tending upon  him,  and  expcfting  his  returri,  in  a  way 
of  mercy :  and  thofe  that  wait  upon  God,  by  faith  and 
prayer,  may  look  for  him  with  hope  and  joy. 

.  But  now,  while  the  prophet  was  taking  this  courfe, 
it  wa$  judged  to  be  an  im.prudent  and  ridiculous  thing 
in  him ;  he  and  his  difciples,  amongft  whom  the  law 
and  teftimony  was  fealed,  were  fcoffed  and  mocked, 
contemned  and  reproached  for  it ;  Behotd,  I  and  the 
children  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  me,  are  for  ftgns  and 
wonders  in  Ifrael.  Where,  for  a  fhort  divifion,  you 
may  obferve  thefe  fix  following  things, 

1.  The  note  of  admiration  or  lamentation^  Behold! 
The  prophet  admires  that  godlinefs  fhould  be  fo  flrange : 

'  or,  he  laments  the  fin  of  that  age,  that  piety  and  religi- 
on ihouM  be  fuch  a  flrange  thing  among  them. 

2.  We  have  the  party  that  is  here  derided,  contemn- 
ed, and  wondered  at ;  /  and  the  children  whom  the  Lord 
hath  given  mc :  the  prophet  and  his  difciples,  miniflcrs 
and  their  converts,  Chrifl  and  his  friends. 

J,  Obferve  the  mark  of  xc^xo^dv  ^.tvd  derifion  put ' 
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upon  them ;  they  zre^gns  and  wonders :  they  are  look- 
ed upon  as  prodigies  and  monfters,  and  turned  to  mat- 
ter of  fcom  and  ridicule. 

4.  We  have  the  people  that  zrc  guilty  of  this  nigh 
contempt ;  and  this  is  the  fpecial  confideration,  fpeaking 
it  to  be  matter  of  wonder  and  lamentation ;  it  is  in  ^ 
raeL  If  it  had  been  in  Egypt ^  and  among  heathens,  it 
would  not  have  been  fuch  a  ftrange  matter :  but  that 
they  fliould  be  for  figns  and  wonders,  even  in  Ifrael;  or, 
treated  with  contempt  by  a  people  profeffing  the  true  re- 
ligion, this  is  the  more  ftrange- 

5.  We  have  thcjpring  of  this  difpenfation  ;  it  is  from 
the  Lord  of  hojis.  God,  by  his  providence,  hath  fo  or- 
dered it :  he  hath  a  fovereign  hand  in  over-ruling  thcfe 
things,  for  the  trial  of  his  people,  wherein  men  have  a 
finful  hand, 

6.  We  have  the  ground  of  comfort  that  the  children 
of  God  have  under  all  thefe,  and  fuch  like  difcourage- 
ments ;  and  this  is  implied  in  the  titles  that  are  here  a- 
fcribed  unto  him  \  in  that, 

(i.)  He  is  the  Lord  of  hojisj  who  hath  all  the  hofts 
of  heaven  and  earth  at  his  command  ;  in  fo  much,  that 
the  reproachers  and  defpifers  of  his  people,  can  do 
them  no  harm ;  yea,  cannot  touch  one  hair  of  their 
head,  any  further  than  he  gives  them  liberty  and  per- 
miffion. 

(2.)  He  dwells  in  mount  Zion  ;  there  were  the  fymboh 
of  his  prefence,  and  the  ark  that  was  a  type  of  Chrift ; 
fo  that  his  dwelling  in  mount  Zion  points  out,  not  only 
his  prefence  with  his  people,  but  his  dwelling  upon  a 
throne  of  grace  and  mercy ;  as  a  God  in  Chrift  reconciling 
the  world  to  himfelf  He  dwelleth  in  mount  Zion,  ma- 
nifefting  himfeli  to  his  people,  ready  to  hear  their  pray- 
ers, and  receive  their  complaints  ;  ready  to  fatisfy  their 
defires,  and  fanftifjr  their  croffes,  and  fupport  them 
under  their  fufferings  and  reproaches  for  his  name. 
Though  for  the  prefent  he  hide  his  face  from  the  houfe 
of  Jacob  ;  and  the  time  of  hiding,  be  alfo  a  time  of  re- 
proach, wherein  they  fuffer  contempt  and  ignominy ; 
yet  he  dwelleth  in  mount  Zion^  fo  as  they  know  where  to 
find  him,  and  xQcowtr  the  fight  of  lum. 
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N oWf  iflftead  of  addudng  tnany  dbJGrrvatioos  from 
tbe  WQrd$»  I  (hall  iofift  mainly  upon  tbis  one, 

Observ.  Ti<?/  as  it  bath  been,  fo  It  is  Jlitl  tbe  lot  of 
Cbriji  and  bis  friends,  wbether  minijlers  or  people, 
who  bear  bis  image,  to  be  beld  as  monjlers  ;  iatedp 
contemnedy  reproacbed,  and  wondered  at :  Or  thus, 
Cbri/l  and  bis  people  are  tbe  worlds s  wonder.  Be- 
hold, I  and  the  children  whom  the  Lord  hath  giv- 
en me,  are  for  figns  and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  propofition,  I  woujdy  as  the 
I/)rd  may  aifift,  eflay  the  foUowings  things. 

L  Offer  fome  remarks  for  the  further  aj^lication  of 
the  text. 

II.  Adduce  fome  fcripture  /^^^e-j  for  the  confirmati- 
on of  the  do&ine. 

in.  Enquire  into  fome  of  thefe  marks  oi  reproach^  that 
ufe  to  be  caft  upon  Chrift  and  his  followers. 

IV.  Affign  the  reafons  o^  the  doftrinc,  whence  it  corner 
to  pafs,  that  they  are  thus  held  as  moniters,  and 
for  figns  and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael. 

V.  Deduce  fome  infererues  for  the  application  of  the 
whole  fubjed. 

I.  We  propofed  to  offer  fome  remarks  for  the  further 
explication  of  the  text :  and  there  are  thefe  fix  following 
Remarks  evident  in  it. 

Remark  i.  ^  That  converted  perfons  are  the  children 
**  of  Chrift,  and  the  children  of  thefe  minifters  by  whom 
"  they  are  converted."  They  are  the  children  of  Chrift^ 
as  being  the  only  author  of  their  regeneration  and  adop* 
iion  ;  Behold^  I  and  the  children  whom  God  bath  given  me^ 
faith  Chrift,  Heb.  ii.  13. — ^They  are  the  children  ofnum 
wjlers,  as  being  the  inftruments  of  their  regeneration 
and  new  birth ;  My  little  children^  faith  the  apoftle,  (f 
whom  I  travel  in  birth^  till  Chriji  be  formed  in>  yoUy 
GaL  iv.  19.  And  again,  i  Cor.  iv.  15.  In  Cbrift  Z 
have  begotten  you  through  the  gofpek  And  2  Cor.  xi,  4» 
I  have  efpoufed  you  to  one  Hujband.  Chrift  is  the  ever* 
lafting  Father  of  all  believers  :  and,  as  a  father  pities 
h's  cAildrci^  fi  will  he  fUy  tbem  ;  iot,  of  bii  gnuDn-outV/ 
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he^t  hi  them^  by  the  word  of  truth.    Mmifters  are  the 
ifSrumental  fathers  of  all  thofe  to  whom  the  Lord  blef^ 
fes  their  miniftry,  a*  the  inftmment  of  their  rcgcnenlti- 
on.     But  no  fooner  doth  the  church,  the  woman  fpo- 
ken  df.  Rev.  xii.  bring  forth  any  children  to  God,  thaif 
the  dragon  ftands  ready  to  derour  them,  as  footi  as  they 
are  bom.     Behold^  land  the  children  whom  thou  haft  gra» 
ei9  me,  are  far  figns  and  wonders. 
.    Remark  2.  "  That  it  19  the  power  of  God  that  con- 
•*  verts  and  regenerates  any  that  are  converted  and  re- 
••  generated  by  the  word :  ff^ho  is  Paul,  who  is  ApoU 
**"  10$,    but  minifters  by  whom  ye  believed^    even  as  the 
**  Lord  gave  to  every  man?  i  Cor.  rii,  5,  6."    Minifters 
ijhraft  loc*^  upon  their  converts,  as  the  children  that  God 
hath  given  them :  for,  whatever  good  they  are  inftm*    . 
nientat  of,  to  others,   it  is  owing  to  the  free  grace  of 
God }  if  God  had  not  given  them,  they  had  never  beerr 
able  to  do  them  any  faving  good,     Chrift  looks  upon 
believers  as  his  children,  which  the  Father  gave  him ; 
/  have  manifefted  thy  name  to  the  men  whom  thou  gavejt 
me  out  t/f  the  world,  thine  they  were,  and  thou  gavejt  them 
me,  John  xvii.  6.     They  were  thine  by  eleftion  from 
etermty,  and  thou  gavefi  them  me  to  be  redeemed  by 
my  blood,  and  regenerated  by  my  Spirit :  and  in  thig 
regenerated  work,   the  Father  hath  a  fpecial  hand  of 
power ;  for.  No  man  can  come  to  me^  faith  Chrift,  ex* 
cepftbe  Father  which  hath  fent  me  draw  him. 
'    Remark  3,  **  That  the  beji  that  ever  was  in  the  world, 
•   "  doth  meet  with  the  worft  treatment  therein :  /,  and 
"  the  children  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  are  for  ftgns  and 
.    *^  wonders!'^    We  are  held  as  monfters,  and  prodigies, 
^and  gazing-ftocks.     Who  ?  Even  Chrift,  and  his  child- 
ren •,  minifters,  and  their  converts  :  the  chief  Shepherd, 
and  the  faireft  of  his  ftieep ;  the  under-fhepherds,  and 
the  flower  of  their  flock.     Chrift  and  his  friends,  both 
minifters  and  others,  arc  generally  hated,  and  contemn- 
ed by  the  wicked.     Yea, 

Remark  4.  ''  That  thofe  who  profefs  religion,  and  the 
^  worfhip  of  the  true  God,  may  yet  defptfe  Chrift  and 
*^  his  people  :  They  are  for  ftgns  and  iwonders  ;  ^\v^\^\ 
^^  even  m  Israel  :  not  in  Babylon  otvVv,  >du\.  ^n^tv  \tt 
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"  IfraelJ*  Many  that  bear  the  name  of  Chriftians,  are 
enemies  to  Qirift ;  they  profefs  religion,  and  yet  are 
deipifers  of  all  that  are  truly  religious  :  All  are  not  Ifrael^ 
who  are  of  Ifrael ;  for,  even  in  Krael  are  to  be  found  de- 
fpifers  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  and  of  the  Ifrael  of  God. 
Even  within  the  church  vifible,  are  to  be  found  dcfpifers 
of  the  church  inviiible,  and  tlieir  glorious  Head. 

Remark  5.  "  That  the  children  of  God  are  not  dc- 
*'  fpifcdj  contemned,  reproached,  and  wondered  at 
*^  without  the  providence  of  God  ;  it  is  from  the  Lord  of  . 
''  hojlsf  that  dwelleth  in  mount  Zion.^^  Is  there  e^il  in 
the  city,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  it  ?  The  evil  of  af- 
fliction, he  ordereth  it ;  the  evil  of  fin,  he  permits  it, 
for  wife  ends :  .for  he  is  not  the  author  of  fin,  but  he  is 
the  Over-ruler  of  the  wickednefs  of  men,  to  make  it 
contribute  and  work  together,  for  glory  to  his  name, 
and  good  to  his  people.  Man  hath  a  wicked  hand  in 
all  the  marks  of  contempt  he  pours  upon  the  ^olily ; 
but  God  hath  an  holy  hand  in  ordering  the  fame,  for 
the  trial  of  faith  and  patience ;  and  it  is  th^  comfort  of 
his  children,  amidft  all  difcouragement  from  without, 
that  it  is  not  without  the  wife  providence  of  God,  that 
contempt  is  poured  upon  them  ;  it  is  from  the  Lord  of 
hojls  ;  he  hath  bidden  Shemei  curfe  David.  It  is  their 
comfort  alfo,  that  he  is  the  Lord  of  hojls^  who  arms  what 
inftruments  he  pleafes,  to  execute  his  will ;  and  that  he 
is  the  God  that  dwells  in  mount  Zion,  to  be  a  prefent  help 
in  time  of  trouble,  and  to  give  prefent  comfort  in  time 
of  difcouragement :  he  is  not  far  otf,  he  dwells  in  mount 
Zion. 

Remark  6.  "  That  it  is  matter  of  wonder  and  lamen- 
"  tation,  to  all  the  children  of  God,  both  minifters  and 
^'  people,  that  the  power  of  religion,    and  true  piety, 

.  *'  fhould  be  fuch  a  rarity,  and  expofed  to  fuch  con- 
*'  tempt,  in  a  finful  world,  and  efpecially  in  Ifrael ;  and 
^'  yet  fo  it  is,  Ifa.  Ixvi.  5.  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lordj 
*^  ye  that  tremble  at  his  word  ;  Your  brethren  that  hate  you^ 
^'  that  cafl  you  out  for  my  name^s  fake,  faid^  Let  the  Lord 
*'  be  nlor'ified:  but  he  jfball  appear  to  your  joy^  and  they 
*'  fhall  be  ajhamed."'     Where  we  fee  it  is  no  new  thing, 

for  the  godly  to  be  pevfccutcd  ioi  Qrt\^'^  ^^-wift^^  ^Ne«. 
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m  Ifrael,  by  men  that  pretend  confcience,  and  a  zeal 
for  the  honour  and  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  and 
welfare  of  the  church  ;  and  who  profecute  their  hatred 
and  defpite  with  all  the  formality  of  devotion :  Chrift 
doth  explain  this,  John  xvi.  2.  They  Jhall  put  you  out 
of  the  jyna^o^ues :  yea,  the  time  comeih,  that  whofoever 
killeth  you  will  think  he  doth  God  fervice. — So  much  fhail 
fuffice  for  the  remarks  I  premife  for  the  explication  of  the 
text.     I  come  now, 

11.  To  adduce  fome  fcripture  paffages  for  the  confir- 
mation  of  the.do6lrine^  namely,  That  as  it  hath  been,  fo 
it  is  flill  the  lot  of  Chrift  and  his  friends^  whether  mini' 
fiers  or  people^  who  bear  his  imager  to  be  held  as  monflers  ; 
hatedy  condemned^  reproached^  and  wondered  at.  You 
may  fee  both  Old  and  New-Teftament  inftances  of  it. 

In  the  Old'TeJiamenty  fee  an  inftance  of  it  in  Davidj 

Pfal.  Ixxi.  7.  /  am  as  a  wonder  unto  many. — ^  See  an 
inftance  of  it  in  the  Old-Teftament  believers  and  churchy 
mentioned  Pfal.  cxxiii.  3, 4.  Have  mercy  upon  us^  O  Lord; 
for  we  are  exceedingly  filled  with  contempt :  our  foul  is 
fxceedinfrly  filled  with  the  f corning  of  thofi  that  are  at  eafe^ 

and  with  the  contempt  of  the  proud. -^ See  an  inftance 

of  it  in  Jojhua  and  his  fellows^  Zech.  iii.  8.  Hear  nowy 
0  yofhua^  the  high-priejl^  thou  and  thy  fellows^  that  fit 
before  thee  ;  for  they  are  men  wondered  at. — You  may  turn 
3ver  to  the  New-Tcflajnent^  and  fee  an  inftance  of  it  in 
the  believing  Hebrews^  Heb.  x.  33.     We  were  made  a 

ya%ingflQcky  both  by  reproach  and  affilBion. We  fee 

m  inftance  of  it  in  all  the  primitive  Chrijiians^  Acts  xxviii. 
11.     For  as  concerning  this  fcdl^  we  know  that  every  where 

t  is  fpoken  againji. And  we  fee  an  inftance  of  it  in: 

he  Bower  of  the  flock,  Christ  himfelf,  the  Captain 
)f  the  hoft,  Luke  ii.  34.  Behold  this  child  is  fet  for  the 
^all  and  rifing  of  many  in  Ifrael ;  and  Jor  a  fi^^n  which 
hall  be  fpoken  againfl.  Chrift  is  the  rejeBed  fione^ 
i^fal.  cxviii.  22.  Enduring  the  contradiction  offinncrs  a^ 
-ainji  himfelf  Heb.  xii.  3. 

I  might  here  demonftrate  the  truth  of  the  doftrine, 
>y  an  induftion  of  particulars,  ftiewing  how  Chrift.  ^.wd  Vv\^ 
^Bther,  his  Spirit  and  his  word,  his  fcrv^U  ^xvd  ^txy^e., 

Vol,.  I.  K  k  m^ 
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and  his  religion  itfelf,  hath  been  figns  and  wonders  for 
reproach. 

I.  Christ  himfelf  hath  been  fpoken  againft  and  re- 

prcTached. They  fpake  againft  his  per/on,   as  bafe 

and  contemptible,  Having  no  form  or  comelinefs^  Ifa.  liii.  22. 

^They  fpake  againft  his  preachings  as  falfe,  faftious, 

fenfelefs,  and  feditious,  John  vii.  12.  Luke  xxii.  2. 
and  xvi.  14. — They  reproached  and  fpoke  againft  his 
miracles s  as  done  in  confederacy  with  Beelzebub  the  prince 
of  devils s  Matth.  xii.  24. — They  fpoke  againft  his  mo- 
rals,  charging  him  with  blafphemy  againjl  God^  profan^ 
ation  of  the  Sabbath  ^  as  a  winc-bibcr^  ?i  friend  of  publicans 

and  ftnners. Tliey  fpoke  againft  \i\s  followers ,  as  a 

company  of  ignorant,  defpcable  people,  John  vii.  48, 49. 

They  reproached  him  in  his  offices  :  in  his  teaching 

office,  when  they  challenged  him  to  prophecy  who  fmote 
him:  in  h\sfaving  office,  when  they  challenged  him  to 
fave  himfelf  as  he  had  faved  others :  in  his  ruling  office, 
when  they  challenged  him  to  prove  himfelf  the  king  of  the 
jfewsy  by  comifig  down  from  the  crofs. 

It  is  long  fince  the  world  thus  fpake  againft  him,  and 
reproached  him  ;  and  that  he  was  held  for  a  fign  and  a 
wonder  in  Ifrael,  and  was  fpoken  againft  even  in  Ifrael. 
But  are  there  none  that  fpcak  againft  and  reproach  him 
to  this  day,  even  when  he  is  exalted  to  the  place  of  glory 
and  power  ?  Yea,  How  do  the  Jews  fpeak  againft  him 
ftill,  ill  all  thefe,  and  many  other  refpeds  ?— How  do 
the  }Aahometans  fpeak  againft  him,  while  they  prefer 
their  bafe  impofter  into  his  room  ? — Again,  how  are  A" 
rians  and  Socinians  daily  fpeaking  againft  Chrift,  as  if 
he  was  a  mere  man,  though  he  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be 
equal  with  God  ? — How  do  fakers  and  Enthufiajis  fpeak 
againft  him,  as  if  he  was  a  mere  nothings  an  empty 
fiame^  fetting  up,  we  know  not  what  fort  of  a  Chrift 
within  them,  inftead  of  that  Jefus  that  was  crucified  at 
Jerufalem  ? — How  do  Atbei/is  and  Dei/is  fpeak  againft 
him,  as  if  he  was  a  mere  cheat ;  accounting  the  religion 
he  hiith  cftabliihed,  a  great  impofture ;  and  his  gofpel 
a  jell  ?— How  do  profane  and  igjiorant  perfons  fpeak  a- 
gninll  him,  as  if  our  Beloved  was  no  more  than  another 
l^e/ovedf  faying,  \^JhaX  \s  tby  Bclo^^ed^  more  tljan  atustbcr 


Christ  and  bis  Fowlers,  25*9 

beloved? — How  do  Latitudinarians  fpeak  reproachfuUjr 
againft  him,  as  if  he  was  a  miniftcr  of  fin !  —  Hqw  do 
Legalijis  fpeak  againft  him,  as  if  he  alone  was  not  the 
Lord  our  righteoufnefs  ? — How  do  FapUh  fpeak  againft 
him,  and  reproach  him  ?  They  make  him  but  a  falfc 
Chrift  by  their  doftrine.  They  fpoil  him  of ,  his  true 
man-hood ;  holding  that  Chrift's  body  is  not  only  in 
heaven,  but  really  and  fubftantially  in  all  places  wherever 
the  facrifice  of  the  mafs  is  offered :  thus  they  make  it 
omniprefent ;  and  take  away  the  very  nature  of  a  body. 
They  reproach  him  in,  and  rob  him  of,  his  offices. 
They  degrade  him  from  his  prophetical  office  ;  making 
the  pope  the  infallible  judge  of  all  controverfies.  They 
degrade  him  from  his  priejily  office,  which  confifts  in 
fatisfaftion  and  interceflion :  they  nullify  his  fatisfadm^ 
by  joining  therewith  the  fatisfaftion  of  man's  works,  as 
it  his  were  imperfeft  without  that:  and  they  rob  him 
of  his  intercejion^  communicating  the  fame  to  faints  ; 
yea,  they  exalt  the  virgin  Mary  far  above  Chrift,  in  this 
work  ;  for  they  pray  her  to  afk  the  Father,  to  command 
Chrift,  her  Son,  by  the  authority  of  a  mother,  to 
do  thus  and  thus  for  them.  So  much  is  evident  from 
the  genuine  popifli  tenents,  out  of  the  Rhemifli  Tefta- 
ment  *.  Yea,  they  alfo  degrade  him  from  his  kingly 
office,  by  placing  tne  pope  in  his  room  and  ftead,  as 
his  deputy,  in  his  prefence ;  while  they  give  power  to 
the  pope,  to  rule  the  catholic  church,  to  pardon  fins, 
and  make  laws  to  bind  men's  confciences  ;  which  arc 
things  proper  to  Chrift  alone :  whereby  they  take  the 
crown  oflF  Chrift's  head,  and  fet  it  on  the  pope's :  for, 
to  claim  regency,  in  the  prefence  of  the  lawful  prince, 
is  to  proclaim  rebellion  againft  the  prince ;  becaufe 
commiffion  of  vice-regency  ceafes  in  the  prefence  of  him 
that  appoints  it :  now,  Chrift  is  always  prefcnt  with  his 
church,  Matth.  xxviii.  20.  And,  therefore,  the  pope, 
by  his  claim,  muft  needs  thruft  Chrift  out  of  his  offices. 
And,  alas !  what  a  lamentable  thing  is  it,  by  the  bye, 
that  this  damnable  doftrine  fpreads  fo  much  even  in  tliis 
ifland ;  particularly  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  where, 
we  underftand,  the  popifh  mafs  is  as  folemnly  celebrate^ 
*  A  popifh  tranflation  of.thcB%\c. 

K  k  2  -^ 
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as  we  attend  upon  thefe  divine  ordinances  ?  And  as  Epif- 
copacy  was  tbe  very  ground-work,  and  foundation-llonc, 
upon  which  Popery  was  at  firft  erefted ;  fo,  what  matter 
of  lamentation  is  it,  that  popilh  ceremonies,  maintain- 
ed in  the  cpifcop^l  church,  are  fo  much  afL'flied; 
whereby  fuch  indignity  is  offered  to  the  appointments 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrill,  as  if  his  inftitutions  were  im- 
pcrfeft,  defeftive,  and  faulty,  without  their  additional 
inventions  ?  I  do  not  think  it  worth  my  while,  here  to 
meddle  with  particular  perfons,  and  their  principles,  which 
fome  may  think  I  have  fair  before  me  :  we  Ihould  pity 
and  pray  for  them  who  dcfpitefully  ufe  us,  or  our  glo- 
rious Lord  and  his  ordinances  ;  and  efpecially  we  fhoula 
pity  and  lament  over  an  ignorant  generation,  that  are 
fo  infatuated,  as  to  defirc  nothing  more,  than  to  have 
tlieie  realms  intirely  fubjeci:  to  a  popifh  government, 
and  antichriflian  yoke ;  which  neither  we  nor  our  forc- 
fatliers  were  able  to  bear :  furely,  fuch  do  not  know 
and  confider,  how  much  Popery  fpeaks  to  the  reproach 

of  Chrifl  and  true  Chriftianity. Thefe   are  bard 

fpeeches,  which  ungodly  finncrs  have  fpoken  againji  him^ 
Jude  ver.  15.  which  is  thtfign  to  be  fpoken  againffc. 

2.  As  Chrifl:  himfelf,  fo  his  Father  is  fpoken  againft 
and  reproached. — Some  denying  his  beings  though  his 
exiitence  be  fo  neceffary,  that,  if  he  be  not,  it  is  im- 
poffible  any  thing  elfe  Ihould  be  ;  yet  many  fools  fay 
in  their  heart,  what  they  dare  not  fpeak  out,  viz.  That 
there  is  no  God^  Pfal.  xlv,  i .  And  he  that  faith  there  is 
none,  would  wifh  there  were  none ;  and  if  he  could 
help  it,  there  fhould  be  none. — Some  blafphemoufly 
charging  the  all-feeing  eye  with  blindnefs^  faying,  The 
Lord  JImll  not  fee^  Pfal.  cxiv.  7.  Charging  the  eternal 
mind  \y\t\\  forget fulnefs^  faying,  God  hath  forgotten^  Pfal. 
X.  1 1 .  Charging  the  omnipotent  arm  with  weaknefs^ 
faying.  Can  God  give  bread  in  the  zvilderncfs  ?  Pfal.  xxviii. 
19,  20.  Charging  his  reftoral  equity  with  injujiice^ 
faying.  Though  we  Jin ^  we  (hall  not  furely  ^/V.— Some 
fpeak  agalnll  and  reproach  his  providence^  by  quarrell- 
ing, murmuring,  and  complaining,  and  finding  fault 
wl'-ii  the  difpofals  of  it, — Some  profane  his  name^  mak- 
ing  it  a  by^word,  by  wlivdi  xiie.^  ^\\^n^\\Mo  their  cx- 
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orbitant  paffions,  and  fill  up  the  vacancy  of  other  idle 
words.  Not  only  is  the  name  of  God  thus  abufed  by 
thofe  who  belch  out  their  bloody  oaths,  which  would 
make  the  ears  of  every  good  man  to  tingle  ;  but  alfo, 
by  thofe  who  mention  the  name  of  God  llightly,  or 
irreverently,  in  their  ordinary  converfation  ;  he  is  near 
to  their  mouth,  but  far  from  their  heart.  To  ufe  thefe 
forms  of  fpeech,  which  properly  fignify  an  acknowledge 
ment  of  God's  being ;  as,  0  God  !  0  Lord  !  or  the  like : 
or  an  appeal  to  his  omnifcience,  as  God  knoweth^  the 
hard  knoweth :  or  an  invocation  of  his  favour,  as  God 
blefstne!  Lord  be  merciful  to  me  I  I  fay,  to  ufe  thefe,  or 
the  like  expreffions,  impertinently,  and  intending  there- 
by only  to  exprefs  our  wonder  and  furprize,  or  our' 
paflionaf'refentment,  or  any  thing  befide  that  which  is 
their  proper  and  awful  fignification,  is  an  evidence  of 
a  vain  mind,  that  wants  a  due  regard  to  that  glorious 
and  fearful  name  :  yet,  thus  is  the  mouth  of  the  ^.ungodly 
fet  againjl  heaven^  Pfal.  Ixxxviii.  9.  Jude  16.  May 
the  Lord^  that  hath  chofen  Jerufalem^  rebuke  them!  Zech. 
iii.  2. 

'3.  As  Chrift  himfelf  and  his  Father,  fo  his  Spirit  is 
reproached.  Many  indeed  are  grofly  ignorant  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  like  thofe,  Afts  xix.  2.  We  have  not  fo 
much  as  heard^  whether  there  he  any  Holy  Ghoji.  Others 
that  hear  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  they  blafpheme  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift ;  and  fo  make  fearful  approaches  to  the  unpar- 
donable fin :  while  they  reproach  his  motions,  as  en- 
thufiaftic  fancies ;  and  his  operations,  as  frantic  noti- 
ons ;  and  all  his  graces  and  influences,  as  dreams 
and  delufions. 

4.  His  word  is  reproached  ;  But  when  the  yews  faw 
the  multitudes^  they  were  filled  with  envy^  and  /pake  a- 
^ainji  thofe  things  which  were  fpoken  by  PauU  contradiH- 
ing  and  blafpheming,  Afl:s  xiii.  45.  Atheifts  fpeak  againft 
the  authority  of  the  fcriptures :  Papifts  fpeak  againft 
the  perfpicuity  of  the  fcriptures,  and  receive  unwritten 
traditions  with  the  fame  reverence  and  affedion.  Some 
profanely  jeft  with  the  words  of  the  fcripture  ;  making 
tliemfelves  merry  with  fcripture  language,  Jer.  vi.  lo, 
^he  word  of  the  Lord  is  to  them  a  rc;()roacb%    "fixo^v^^x.^ 
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witt  relifti  no  jefts  better,  than  thofe  which  ridicule  the 
facred  word :  as  no  cups  could  pleafe  Belfliazzer  better, 
in  his  druken  frolicks,  than  the  facred  veffels  of  the 
temple.  But,  he  that  Jits  in  heaven  will  laugh  at  them^ 
and  hold  them  in  derifton  ;  and,  in  fpite  of  impotent  ma- 
lice, will  inagnify  the  lawj  and  make  it  honourable. 

5,  His  religion  and  dollrine  is  fpoken  againft  and  re- 
proached. The  truth  of  it,  and  of  the  gofpel,  are  many 
times  reproached,  ridiculed,  and  contradifted,  as  falfc 
and  groundlefs ;  even  as  the  mediation^  and  the  refur^ 
reffion  of  the  dead  was  mocked  at  by  the  Athenian  phi- 
lofopher.  The  laws  of  it  were  accounted  grievous  and 
unrcafonable,  as  hardjayings.  The  ordinances  of  it  de- 
fpifed,  as  mean,  and  having  no  form  and  comelinefs ; 
hence  came  in  the  gaudy  ornaments  of  human  inven- 
tion, in  the  worfliip  of  God.  Sabbaths  znd  facraments 
Were  mocked  at  and  contemned.  Primitive  Chriftiani- 
ty  was  induftrioufly  caluminated,  becaufe  it  overthrew 
idolatry ;  for,  when  the  devil  was  filenced,  in  his  ora- 
cles, he  opened  his  mouth  in  lies  and  flanders :  Julian 
difcharged  the  Chriftians  to  be  called  any  other  thing 
than  Galileans.  And  the  reformed  religion,  in  like  man- 
ner, was  reproached  :  where  was  your  religion,  fay  the 
Papifls,  before  Luther  and  Calvin  ?  Why,  it  was  ftill 
in  tlie  Bible,  where  Popery  never  was  :  though  it  main- 
tains all  that  doftrine,  which  Chrift  and  his  apoftlcs 
preached  ;  yet,  the  profeffors  and  preachers  of  it,  arc 
called  fchifmatics  and  heretics.  And  even  aniongft  thefc 
who  profcfs  the  reformed  religion,  how  is  the  flower  of 
godlincfs  contradiSed  and  contemned,  by  thofe  that 
reft  only  in  a  form  !  They  that  titc  fervent  in/pirit^/erv- 
ing  the  Lcrdj  muft  exped  to  be  evil  fpoken  of,  by  fuch 
as  afFefl:  lukewarmnefs,  and  indifference  in  religion ; 
and  fo, 

6.  \{\%fcrvnnfs  and  people  are  alfo  reproached.  The 
preachers  of  Chrift  arc,  with  a  diftinguiftiing  enmity, 
tvery  where  fpoken  againjl^  2  Cor.  xxxvi.  1 6.  They 
have  been  trampled  upon  as  the  filth  of  the  worlds  and 
the  oitscourin^  of  all  things^  Ezek.  xxxiii.  30,  31,  32. 
The  iftandard-bearers  have  been  moft  ftruck  at. — The 

J>rofe//ors  of  religion  alfo,  \\^.\t  \ictTv  xt.^xo's.Oci^i^  \^\vl- 
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cd,  and  pcrfecutfed,  Matth.  v.  11,  12. — God's  heritage 
hath  been  always  a  fpeckled  bird ;  and  his  children  for 
figns  and  wonders  ;  and  thofe  who  are  the  greateft  blcf- 
fings  of  the  age,  branded  as  troublers  of  Ifrael.  And, 
indeed.  If  they  called  the  majier  of  the  houfe  BeelzebtAj 
no  nick-name  fattened  upon  his  followers  can  feem 
ftrange.     But  this  leads, 

III.  To  the  third  thing,  which  was,  To  enquire  in- 
to fome  of  thefe  marks  of  reproach  and  contempt  that  ufes 
to  be  caft  upon  Chritt  and  his  friends,  in  the  world.  It 
is  a  true  faying  that  the  apoftle  hath,  with  refped  to  the 
children  of  God  ;  If  in  this  life  only  we  had  hope,  we  are 
of  all  men  the  mojl  miferable.  This  he  fpeaks  with  refer- 
ence to  the  trials  that  they  muft  lay  their  account  with, 
in  the  world ;  for,  they  muft  be  the  butt  of  the  malice 
of  the  world,  and  the  fubje£t  of  the  mockery  of  the 
wicked ;  yea,  of  many  profeflbrs  in  Ifrael ;  Behold^  I 
and  the  children,  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  me^  are  for 
fignf  and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael.  There  are  thefe,  and  the 
like  following  marks  of  reproach  that  are  caft  upon 
them. 

l^htfrfi  mark  of  reproach  is.  That  fometimes  they 
are  held  for  monfters  and  prodigies  of  folly  and  iinpur 
dence ;  i  Cor.  iv.  i  o.  We  are  fools  for  Chriji^s  fake  ;  u  e. 
we  are  thus  reckoned  in  the  judgment  of  the  world ; 
becaufe  we  prefer  afflidion  before  fin ;  and  becaufe  we 
fear  God  more  than  man  ;  and  the  wrath  of  God  more 
than  the  wrath  of  a  king.  The  world  reckons  it  is  a  folly 
for  men  to  choofe  affliftion  rather  than  fin.  No  doubt,  the 
three  children  were  reckoned  fools,  to  expofe  them- 
felves  to  the  king's  fiery  furnace  :  but  furely  it  was  more 
wifdom  than  to  expofe  themfelves  to  God's  fiery  fur- 
nace, whofe  wrath  is  more  terrible  than  all  the  fury  of 
the  kings  of  the  earth.  The  world  thinks  Mofes's  choice 
a  folly  ;  what !  to  prefer  afflidions  with  the  people  of  God ^ 
before  all  the  pleafurcs  offtn^  and  grandeur  of  Pharoah's 
court ! 

''Yhcfccond  mark  of  reproach  is  this,  Tliey  are  fome- 
times, held  for  monfters  and  prodigies  ot  luicfeednejs^ 
mongers  of  vi/lany.     Chrift  himfelf  \va.s  Te^T07v.cN\c.i  ^a^^ 
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the  moft  arrant  villain,  upon  the  face  of  the  earth ;  a 
man  in  compaft  with  the  devil :  his  followers  were  ftig- 
matized  with  the  greateft  of  wickedncfs ;  their  religious 
meetings  and  conventicles  for  divine  worfliip,  were  re- 
proached as  being  cloaks  for  covering  the  defign  of 
whoredom  and  uncleannefs.  Papifts  have  looked  upon 
Proteftants  as  the  worft  of  devils  incarnate :  and  do  not 
loofe-living  perfons  look  upon  thofe  that  are  ftrift  to  be 
nothing  but  bafe  perfons,  a  pack  of  hypocrites,  liars, 
and  deceivers  ?  They  put  them  in  bear  fkins,  and  then 
bark  at  them,  and  worry  them.  You  will  get  a  wretch- 
ed, gracelcfs,  curling,  ranting  debauchee,  that,  in  fomc 
company,  will  perfecute  a  child  of  God,  and  make  hioi 
as  hell,  if  you  will  believe  him ;  and,  if  you  obferve 
attentively,  you  may  fee  jufl  the  devil,  the  father  of 
lies  and  accufer  of  the  brethren,  fpeaking  out  of  him; 
and  his  tongue  to  be  the  inftrument  of  calumny,  while 
he  reprefents  them  as  enemies  to  the  law  and  holincft* 
See  Afts  xviii.  13. 

The  third  mark  of  reproach  is.  That  they  are  fome- 
times  held  as  monfters  of  injurioufncfs  and  hurtftdnefs : 
though  even  for  their  fakes  the  world  is  upheld,  and 
for  their  fakes  the  wicked  have  many  mercies  continued 
with  them ;  yet  they  are  many  times  looked  upon  as 
the  troublers  of  church  and  (late :  thus  Elijah  was  the 
man  that  moft  lamented  the  fins  of  Ifrael,  and  yet  he  is 
called  the  troubler  of  Ifrael^  i  Kings  xviii.  17.  Thus 
they  are  reproached  fometimes  with  rebellion,  and  as 
enemies  to  civil  government,  having  laws  different  from 
all  people,  Efther  iii.  8.  ^dnd Hawan  faid  unto  the  iin^ 
^hafuerus,  'There  is  a  certain  people  fcattered  abroad^  ani 
difperfed  among  the  people^  in  all  the  provinces  of  thy  king* 
dom^  and  their  lazus  are  diverfe  from  all  people^  neither 
keep  they  the  iing'^s  laws  ;  therefore  it  is  not  for  the  kin^s 
profit  tofuffer  them.  While  they  hold  by  the  laws  of 
King  Jefus,  in  oppofition  to  all  the  laws  of  earthly  go- 
vernment, that  feem  to  clafh  with  the  law  of  God,  then 
they  are  treated  as  lawlefs  perfons.  When  Amos  was 
reproving  the  fins  of  Ifrael,  the  priefts  of  Bethel  com- 
plain upon  him  to  the  government,  Amos  x.  11,  13. 
Thus  were  the   clmiliaiia  ic^ito^^cVcA^  KQl^  ^\\.U  7. 
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5T&^  are  they,  fay  the  wicked  Jews,  that  have  turned 
the  world  upfide  down :  and  thefe  all  do  contrary  to  the 
decrees  of  Cacfar,  faying,  T^hat  there  is  another  king^  one 
Jefus.  Thus  the  builders  of  the  walls  of  JerufaJem  were 
accufed  and  charged  with  rebellion,  againft  the  govern- 
ment,   Neh.  ii  19.     "They  laughed  us  to  fcorUy  a7id  de^ 

Jpifed  us,  faying.  What  is  this  ye  do  f  Will  ye  rebel  againft 
the  King? 

The  fourth  mark  of  reproach  is  this.  They  are  fome- 
times  held  as  monfters  oi  pride  'An^felf-conceit ;  as  men 

.  affefting  fingularity ;  as  men  who  think  themfelves  wif- 
cr  than  others,  and  as  a  fed  and  faftion  preferable  to 
all  others,  Afts  xxviii.  22.  As  for  this  fed,  we  knowy 
that  every  where  it  is  fpoken  againfl :  where  the  godly 
were  reprefented  under  the  invidious  name  of  a  fed,  or 

a  party,  that  aflfeded  fingularity. The  mafters  and 

maintainers  of  fecis  are  looked  upon  as  enemies  to  the 
great  corporation  of  mankind :  but  there  is  not  the  lead 

•  colour  to  put  this  fcandalous  charader  upo^  the  true 
profeffors  of  Chriftianity,  or  followers  of  Chrift :  for, 
it  eftablifhes  that  which  is  of  general  concern  to  all  man- 
kind. 

We  read,  indeed,  of  the  fed  of  the  Sadducees,  who 
juftly  deferved  that  character  ;  becaufe  they  x)verturned 
the  foundation  of  religion,  by  denying  a  future  ftate, 
and  the  immortality  of  the  foul :.  whereas,  the  gofpel, 
and  true  religion,  eftabliHi  thofe  principles  that  concern, 
man's  everlafting  welfare.  —Alfo  it  cannot  be  called  a 
fed,  becaufe  it  hath  a  native  tendency  to  the  uniting  the 
children  of  men  to  the  Son  of  God,  and  to  one  ano- 
ther in  him,  by  love.  Chrift  died  to  break  down  par- 
tition-walls, and  to  flay  all  enmity ;  and  taught  all  his 
followers,  not  only  to  love  one  another,  but  to  love  their 
enemies.  And  his  gofpel,  and  the  believers  of  it,  are 
far  from  being  a  fed,  which  is  fuppofed  to  lead  to  di- 
vifion,  and  fow  difcord.  It  is  true,  the  preaching  of 
the  gofpel  hath  been  the  occafion  of  much  contention 
in  the  world :  and  hence  the  preachers  of  the  gofpel 
have  been  branded  as  men  of  contention,  Jer.  xv.  i  o. 
where  the  prophet  fays,  he  was  born  a  oian  of  firifc^  and 
a  man  of  contention  to  the  whole  earth ;  ou  \\\\\cX\  •;5.eeowcvV. 
VoL.L  LI  CXwV^ 
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Chrift  fays,  he  came  not  to  fend  peace^  but  afword;  and 
to  fet  men  at  variance  one  againji  another.  Mat.  x.  34, 35, 
intimating,  what  occafion  of  contention  the  gofpel  would 
be ;  and  what  a  load  of  reproaches  might  thereupon  be 
caft  upon  its  followers,  as  if  they  were  contentious  per- 
fons,  and  divifion-makers :  but  whatever  divifion  or 
contention  K  be  the  occafion  of,  yet  it  is  nowifc  the 
catife  of  contention  ;  for,  it  was  intended  to  be  the  cure 
of  it :  and  fo  far  as  gofpel  truth  and  principles  do  pow- 
erfully prevail,  upon  the  hearts  of  men,  fo  far  doth  it 
make  them  meek  and  quiet,  and  of  a  loving  difpofition ; 
for,  the  loifdom  that  is  from  above,  is  pure  and  peaceable  ; 

and  the  gofpel  proclaims  peace  on  earth. In  a  word, 

true  gofpel-believers  are  ft)  far  from  being  a  divifive  feet, 
that,  whereas  the  authors  of  feds  ufe  to  be  governed 
by  fecular  intereji,  and  to  aim  at  wealth,  honour,  and 
grandeur  ;  true  religion,  inftead  of  preferring  a  man  to 
honour,  lays  him  open  to  difgrace  ;  and  lays,  him  ob- 
noxious to  fines  and  forfeiture,  to  flames  and  faggots, 
racks  and  imprifonments,  when  religion  is  perfecute  o- 
penly,  as  \vas  the  common  lot  of  the  primitive  Chrifti- 
ans,  and  of  feveral  after-ages  of  the  church ;  and  hath 
been  the  lot  of  feme  in  Britain,  yea,  in  Scotland,  fince 
the  Reformation :  and  that  it  is  not  the  lot  of  our  day, 
is  owing  to  reftraining  Providence ;  but  how  foon  it 
may  be  your  lot,  it  is  hard  to  tell.  However,  in  this 
refped,  it  is  far  from  being  a  feet  governed  by  fecular 
intereft. 

•  We  read  likev^ife  of  the  feci  of  the  Pharifees  ;  and 
they  proved  thcmfclves  to  be  a  feft,  by  thirfting  after 
the  praife  of  men,  by  divouring  luidows  houfes,  and  the 
like  :  but  fome  fworn  enemies  to  the  Chriftian  religion, 
fuch  as  Ca^far  Vaninus,  who  was  induftrius  in  fearch- 
ing  out  all  objedions  againft  it,  owned  there  was  no^ 
thing  in,  it  that  favoured  of  carnal  and  worldly  defigns* 
True  Chriftianity  is  a  heavenly  calling,  not  under  the 
con  dud  of  flelhly  wifdom. 

But  if,  notwithftanding  of  all  this,   the  true  follow- 
ers of  Chrift  be  nickiiamed  a  fed  ;  if  a  flrid  and  fober 
converhiion  ;  if  a  zealous  contending  for  the  faith  ;  if  a 
diligent  attendance  upou,  ^ivd  ^<Ji\^x^WQ.^  x.^  \Ja&  'j.^^jcl. 
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and  its  truths  and  ordinances  ;  if  joining  in  religious 
focieties,  for  prayer  and  Chriftian  conference,  and  en- 
deavouring, in  our  places,  the  fupprcflion  of  error,  im- 
morality, and  profanenefs  ;  if  a  vigorous  oppofition  to 
every  thing  that  incroaches  upon  the  prerogative  of 
Chrift,  or  tendeth  to  hurt  the  dodrine,  worfliip,  difcip- 
line,  and  government  of  his  houfe ;  if  thefe,  and  the 
like,  be  called  and  counted  the  badge  of  a  fed,'  or 
party,  let  us  not  be  moved  at  it ;  but  rather  fay  as  Da- 
vid, 2  Sam.  vi.  22.  If  this  be  to  be  vile^  I  will  be  more 
vile.  Let  us  not  be  deterred  from  gofpel-principles  and 
praftices,  by  the  invidious  name  of  a  fed :  it  is  better 
to  be  under  the  reproach  of  men,  for  following  of  Chrift, 
than  to  be  under  the  curfe  of  God  for  forfaking  him. 

The  fifth  mark  of  reproach  caft  upon  them  is.  That 
fometimes  they  are  held  as  monfters  of  err  or  ^  and  as 
figns  and  wonders  for  novelty  of  doctrine  and  deport- 
mehf,  Acls  xvii.  19,  20.  What  new  dodrine  is  this  f 
For  thou  bringejl  certain  Jirange  things  to  our  ears  :  and 
yet  it  was  nothing  but  the  doftrine  of  Chrift  and  his 
gofpel,  preached  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  in 
raradife,  and  profefle'd  of  through  the  Old-Teftament ; 
however,  it  w^as  reproached  as  a  new  fcheme,  and  a 
dodrine  fubverfive  of  the  law ;  lihis  fello^v  perfuadcs  7ncn 
to  worjhip  God  contrary  to  the  law^  Afts  xviii.  13.  Chrift 
himifelf  was  obliged  to  vindicate  himfelf,  from  this  charge, 
.  faying.  Mat.  v.  17.  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  dcjfroy 
the  law  and  the  prophets  ;  I  am  not  come  to  dejlroy^  but  to 
fulfil.  And  Paul  vindicated  himfelf,  Rom.  iii.  31.  T)o 
we  make  void  the  law^  through  faith?  God  forbid!  Nay^ 
we  eftabl'ifb  the  law. 

Tht  fixth  mark  of  reproach  is.  They  are  held  as  mon- 
fters of  melancholy^  dulnefs^  2Xi^  fiupidity  ;  that  is  an  or- 
dinary reproach  caft  upon  religion,  as  if  it  turned  men 
dumpifli  and  fottifli,  dull  and  melancholy:  which  is 
occafioned  efpecially  by  the  humbled  and  dcjcBed  circum- 
fiances  of  new  beginners  in  religion  ;  while  they  are  un- 
der a  fpirit  of  bondage,  and  under  a  law-work  of  con- 
vidion  and  humiliation.  But  let  poor  humbled  fouls, 
that  are  weighted  under  a  fcnfe  of  fin,  and  fear  of 
Wrath,  and  griev^ous  refledions  upoulWu  m\^^cTv\.Vvn\^% 

L  1  2  -^^^ 
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and  with  a  concern  about  what  will  become  of  them  at 
death  and  judgment,  and  through  a  long  vaft  eternity ; 
let  them  remember,  that  it  is  better  to  bear  that  yoke, 
for  a  while,  till  the  Lord  himfelf  give  an  outgate,  though 
they  fhould  be  called  mad  and  melancholy  both,  tlian 
to  bear  the  yoke  of  God*s  everlafting  wrath,  which  will 
be  wreathe^  about  the  necks  of  all  defpifers  of  God  and 
godlinefs. — Sometimes  this  reproach  is  occafioned  by 
the  different  difpofitions  that  true  religion  works  upon  its 
followers,  from  that  of  the  world.  True  godlinefs 
makes  a  man  leave  all  finful  pleafure  and  delight,  as 
well  as  all  fmful  profit  and  gain :  and  this  being  con- 
trary to  the  way  of  the  world,  the  man  that  is  thus 
mortified  to  the  world,  is  prefently  cenfured  for  melan* 
choily  ;  whereas  no  pleafure  in  the  world  is  comparable 
to  the  pleafure  of  religion ;  Wifdom^s  ways  are  pkaJanU 
nefs.  And  religion  is  fo  far  from  being  a  melancholy, 
uncomfortable  thing,  that  nothing  fills  die  religious  man 
with  more  grief  and  melancholy  than  this,  that  he  is 
not  religious  enough ;  and  that  he  thinks  he  hath  no 
religion.  Some  profpeft  of  eternal  happinefs,  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  freedom  from  divine  wrath,  communion  and 
fellowfliip  with  God,  and  religion,  in  the  life  and  pow- 
er of  it,  is  the  bell  antidote  againft  melancholy  that  I 
know ;  and  the  greateft  advancer  of  fober  mirth,  and 
fpiritual  gladnefs. 

In  a  word,  manifold  are  the  marks  of  reproach  faften- 

ed  upon  true  religion,   and  its  friends. Sometimes 

they  are  reproached  as  monflers  of  ingratitude  to  the 
wofrld,  becaufe  they  will  not  humour  and  pleafe  them, 
in  the  way  of  wickednefs ;  becaufe  they  will  ferve  thera 
only,  ufguc  ad  aras,  according  to  the  Latin  proverb ; 
tliat  is  to  fay,  as  far  as  is  lawful^  and  no  farther, — 
Sometimes  they  are  reproached  as  monfters  of  wrath 
and  fpite^  while  their  zeal  for  God  conies  under  the 
name  of  anger,  and  canker,  and  rancour.  The  meek 
of  tlie  earth  can  bear  injuries  againft  themfelves  :  but  if 
they  ciinnot  bear  the  injuries  that  are  done  to  the  ho- 
nour of  God ;  if  they  cannot  bear  evil^  as  it  is  faid  to 
the  commendation  of  the  church  of  Ephefus,  Rev.  ii.  2.; 
then  th::y  are  cenfured  and  ftAgia«yXiz»e;iJL  iox  Vv.o\.-\\s.2.dc<i 
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zealots.  If  they  be  faithful  in  reproving  of  fin,  and  tefti- 
fying  againft  other  general  defedions,  or  particular  c- 
normities,  then  they  are  ready  to  meet  with  the  prophet 
Micaiah's  entertainment ;  This  felltnu  never /peaks  good 
of  me. — Sometimes  they  are  reproached  as  bunglers  and 
babblers^  A£ts  xvii,  1 8.  The  Athenian  philofophers,  E- 
picureans,  and  Stoics  encountered  Paul,  and  infulted 
him  faying.  What  will  this  babbler  fay  f — Sometimes 
they  are  reproached  for  the  very  grace  of  God  itfelf  that 
appears  in  them ;  Gal.  iv.  29.  He  that  was  born  after 
the  flejh^  perfecuted  him  that  was  born  after  the  Spirit. 
So  alfo  it  is  now :  and  the  perfecution  here  efpecially 
pointed  at,  was  that  of  fcorning  and  mocking,  viz.  as 
Iftimael  mocked  Ifaac.  And,  indeed,  mocking  and  de- 
rifion,  which  arifes  from  an  hatred  and  contempt  of 
our  brother,  is  a  degree  of  murder ;  But  I  fay  unto  you^ 
that  whofoever  is  angry  with  bis  brother 9  without  a  caufe^ 
fhall  be  in  danger  of  the  judgment :  and  whofoever  fhall  fay 
to  his  brother^  Racay  Jhall  be  in  danger  of  the  council:  but 
whofoever  Jhall  fay  ^  T'houfpol^  Jhall  be  in  danger  of  hell- 
fire^  Mat.  v.  22.  Here  Raca  fignifies  all  figns  and  gef- 
tures  that  exprefs  contempt ;  fuch  as,  hiffing,  and  flout- 
ing, and  looking  contemptuoufly  on  our  brother.  Now, 
the  mocking  wherewith  Ifhmael  mocked  Ifaac,  proceed- 
ed from  the  contempt  and  hatred  of  the  grace  of  God 
in  Ifaac ;  which  Paul  obferves,  when  he  fays,  :hat  he 
perfecuted  that  which  was  born  after  the  Spirit.  Thus 
Cain  hated  his  brother,  becaufe  of  the  grace  of  God  in 
him;  becaufe  his  deeds  were  good^  i  John  iii.  12.  A 
great  part  of  the  fufFerings  of  Chrift  flood  in  this,  that 
he  was  mocked  for  his  confidence  in  God^  Pfal.  xxii.  8. 
Mat.  xxvii.  43.  The  children  of  Bethel  mocked  Eliflia, 
I.  For  \i\^  pcrfon^  faying.  Go  up  thou  bald-head  ;  goMp 
thou  bald-head.  2.  For  the  grace  and  favour  of  God 
ihared  to  Elijah  his  mafter,  faying.  Go  up^  or  afcendy 
as  Elijah  did  ;  go  up,  not  to  Bethel,  as  fome  remark  ; 
but  go  up  to  heaven :  and  this  profane  fcorning  he  curf- 
ed  in  the  name  of  God.  Let  this  learn  children  to  be- 
ware of  being  mockers  of  the  godly  :  the  curfe  of  God 
lighted  upon  thefe  children  ;  and  Jhe-bcars  came  forth 
put  oftbe  woody  and  tare  to  pieces  forty-tiijo  children  of 
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ihenij  ^  Kings  ii.  23,  24. Now,  thefe  are  foine  of 

the  many  marks  of  reproach,  that  are  caft  upon  religi- 
on, and  the  followers  of  it,  while  they  zxcforjigns  and 
for  wonders  in  IfraeL 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  was.  To  give  the  reafom  of  the 
doftrine,  whence  it  is,  ^ho.t  Chrijl  and  his  children  have 
been,  and  are  thus  for  figns  and  wonders  in  Ifrael :  or, 
why  they  haye  been,  and  are  thus  ftigmatifed  with 
marks  of  reproach  and  contempt.     And, 

I.  They  are  for  fignsi  and  wonders,  becaufe  they  arc 
not  known^  i  Johniii.  i.  The  world  knoweth  us  not j  be* 
caufe  it  knew  not  him.  The  world  know  not  Christ  ; 
and  therefore  they  abufed  him :  if  they  had  known, 
they  would  not  have  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory.  Chrift 
was  defpifed  becaufe  the  world  knew  him  not,  John 
i.  10.  I  Cor.  ii.  8.  Tlie  world  did  not  know  the  digni-- 
ty  of  his  perfon,  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God :  yea, 
when  he  called  himfelf  the  Son  of  God,  they  called  him 
a  blafphemer,  and  ftoned  him.  They  did  not  know  the 
excellency  of  his  doftrine,  otherwife  they  would  never 
have  faid,  that  he  deceived!  the  people.  They  did  not 
know  the  defgn  of  his  coming,  or  that  he  was  the  Savi- 
our of  the  world,  and  was  to  die  that  they  might  live. 
They  did  not  know  him  in  the  power  of  his  refurrefti- 
on,  or  the  fellowftiip  of  his  fuffcrings  :  and  therefore, 
they  reproached  him. — The  world  doth  not  know  his 
followers  and  friends  neither :  though  the  world  may 
know  them,  with  refpefl:  to  their  outward  circumftari- 
ces,  yet  the  world  doth  not  know  the  people  of  God. 
The  world  doth  not  know  them  in  their  fpiritual  relation 
to  God,  as  being  the  children  of  God.  The  world  doth 
not  know  them  in  their  fpiritual  Jiate  of  favour,  and 
friendfhip  with  God.  The  world  doth  not  know  them 
in  their  fpiritual  privileges ^  graces,  and  endowments.  The 
world  doth  not  know  them  in  refpeft  of  their  love  to  God, 
and  God's  love  to  them,  and  his  difpofition  toward  them. 
The  world  doth  not  know  them  in  their  ads  of  faith  to- 
ward a  God  in  Chrift.  The  world  doth  not  know  them  in 
thciY  fecret  duties^  and  fecret  fcUowlhip  with  God :  their 
/i/eis/jid  with  Ckrifi  in  God.  A.sm^ixoft.^  tvv^htthe  ftarg 
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will  appear  to  them  that  live  in  that  climate ;  while  tfaofe 
that  live  in  another  climate,  cannot  difcern  them :  fo  will 
the  graces  of  the  godly  appear,  like  fo  many  gliftering 
diamonds,  to  the  fpiritual  difcerning  of  thofe,  who  live 
in  the  fame  fpiritual  climate.  But  the  world  cannot  fee 
them ;  they  live  in  another  climate ;  The  natural  man 
receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God :'  they  are 
foolijhnefs  unto  him.  The  world  doth  not  know  them,  in 
refped  of  their  ufefulnefs  ;  how  ufeful  they  are  to  bring 
down  bleffings  on  thefe  among  whom  they  live ;  and 
how  ufeful  they  are,  in  holding  off  many  fad  judgments ; 
fo  ten  righteous  men,  in  Sodom,  would  have  faved  it 
from  deftruftion.  The  world  doth  not  know  them  in 
thefe  refpefts ;  they  do  not  know  them  becaufe  they 
arc  fpiritually  Wind :  they  do  not  know  them,  becaufe 
they  do  not  converfe  with  them ;  they  do  not  keep 
company  with  them  ;  they  may  outwardly  trade  with 
them,  but  have  no  fpiritual  correfpondence  with  them. 
And,  O  how  excellent  are  the  ways  of  God,  which 
none  reproach  but  thofe  that  know  them  not ! 

2.  They  are  for  figns  and  wonders  in  the  world,  be- 
caufe they  are  not  like  the  world  ;  they  are  unlike  to 
the  wicked.  As  men  will  wonder  at  a  perfon  that  is  not 
like  other  folk :  fo  they  are  for  wonders  becaufe  they 
are  a  different  fpecies  from  the  world ;  yea,  they  are  men 
of  another  world,  John  xv.  i8,  17. :  where  you  fee  the 
world  hates  the  people  of  God,  becaufe  they  are  like 
Chrift,  who  was  hated  of  the  world ;  and  becaufe  th6y 
are  unlike  unto  the  world :  they  are  new-born ;  and 
have  another  nature  :  they  are  ftrangers  here,  and  have 
their  face  fet  toward  another  world.  They  are  many 
ways  unlike  the  world. — The  world  and  they  are  objeds 
ef  different  affections  ;  the  one  is  loved,  and  the  other  is 
hkted  of  God. — They  sxcfubjeds  of  different  Lords,  viz. 
God  and  the  devil :  and  thefe  two  Lords  command  con- 
trary things  ;  they  promife  contrary  rewards,  and  they 
threaten  contrary  punifliments.  The  devil  commands 
men  to  ferve  their  lufts  ;  he  promifes  them  temporal  ^ 
pleafures,  and  he  threatens  temporal  miferies  to  thefe 
that  will  not  ferve  him.  Now,  God's  commands,  pro- 
mifes/ and  ihrcatcnings  are  of  another  w^luxc  \  ^as\^  ^c^ 
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there  is  vaft  odds  between  the  one  and  the  other,  while 
they  arc  fubjcfts  of  different  Lords ;  the  godly  being 
brought  yro;w  darknefsto  lights  ^xid.  from  the  power  of  Sa- 
tan unto  God  J  the  wicked  being  led  captives  by  Satan, 
at  his  pleafure ;  he  rules  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of 
difobedience :  yea,  the  god  of  this  world  blinds  their  eyes  ; 
and  fuggefts  all  manner  of  evil  unto  them,  and  fills  them 
with  prejudice  and  enmity  againll  the  faints. — But  then, 
as  they  are  objefts  of  different  affections,  and  fubjcfts 
of  different  Lords,  fo  they  ^x^ferfons  of  different  princi- 
ples^  that  they  aft  from :  the  one  ads  merely  from  the 
flcfh,  the  other  a£ts  from  the  Spirit :  contrary  fpirits 
ad  them  feverally ;  Te  have  not  received  thefpirit  of  this 
worlds  but  the  fpirit  which  is  of  God. — Further,  they  arc 
a  people  of  different  ends,  whether  we  confider  the  end 
propofed  by  them,  or  the  end  defigned  upon  them.  As  -^ 
to  the  end  propofed  by  them ;  the  godly  man  propofes^^s 
the  glory  of  God,  as  his  great  and  ultimate  end :  tVit 
wicked  man  propofes  \)[it  fatisfaSleon  of  his  own  lu/is,  an     ^i 
his  end.  As  to  the  end  deftgned  upon  them ;  the  end  oKz  f 
the  godly  man  will  be,  that  hejhall  enter  into  the  joy  oj^^ 
his  Lord,  to  be  for  ever  with  him:  the  end  of  the    ^*" 
wicked  will  be,  that  he  jlmll  be  turned  into  hell,  to  be^»e 

tormented  with  the  devil  and  his  angels. Now,  fee   ^=^' 

ing  they  are  every  way  fo  unlike  to  the  world,  no  won  — *- 
der  that  they  be  for  figns  and  wonders  in  the  world  ; 
for,  TVh at  fellow Jhip  hath  righteoufnefs  with  unriaht^ou^  f- 
nejs?  Or,  what  concord  hath  light  with  darknefsf  JVbcf^^ 
communion  hath  Chrtjl  with  Beltal  ?  What  part  hath  /-""^^ 
that  believeth  with  an  infidel?  2  Cor.  vi.  14,  15.  Now-^^> 
becaufe  they  are  fo  unlike  the  world,  and  cannot  fo  -1" 
low  the  courfe  of  the  world  ;  therefore  they  are  rc=^^- 
proached  therein  :  T*hey  think  it  ftrange^  that  they  r/— — ^^ 
not  with  them,  to  the  fame  excefs  of  riot ;  fpeaking  ex^-^il 
ofyou^  I  Pet.  iv.  4. 

3.  They  are  for  figns  and  for  wonders  in  the  worl  ^y 
becaufe  they  are  enemies  to  the  way  of  the  world*     Ti^c 
wickednefs  of  the  world  is  a  vexation  to  them  ;  For  tl:^^^^ 
righteous  man  Lot,  dwelling  among  them,  in  feeing,  arid 
hearing,  vexed  his  righteous  foul  from  day  to  day^  with 
their  unlawful  deeds,  2  Pet.  ii.  8.  ^ft  unjujl  man  is  an  a- 

hominatim 


Christ  and  bis  Followers.  273 

bomination  to  tbe  juft  ;  and  he  that  is  upright  in  the  'tuay^ 
is  an  abomination  to  the  wicked.  Prov.  xxix.  27.  The  god- 
ly hate  their  ways,  not  their  perfons :  we  are^  obliged 
to   love  your  perfons,  but  to  hate  your  vices,  Pl'al. 
cxxxix.  21,  22.  They  cannot  but  be  as  figns  and  won- 
ders to  the  wicked,  efpecially  when  they  hate  that  which 
they  love,  and  love  that  which  they  h{itc.     And  the 
world  is  not  behind  with  them,  in  their  hatred  :  for,  as 
the  godly  hate  the  wickedncis  of  the  wicked,  as  far  as 
he  is  godly  ;  fo  the  wicked  hate  the  godly,  and  their 
godlinefs  both ;  The  carnal  mind  of  them  is  enmity  agairjl 
Cad:  and  the  heart  being  full  of  enmity,  out  of  the  /z- 
Aundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  fpcakcth^  and  fpcaketh 
^reproachfully.    The  very  root  of  all  this  oppofition,  is 
^he  enmity  that  is  put  between  the  feed  of  the  woman, 
^uid  the  feed  of  the  ferpent. 

4.  They  are  for  figns  and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael,  and 
in  the  world,  becaufe  they  reprove  the  worlds  and  do 
^^«rhat  they  can  to  caufe  them  leave  their  carnal  joy,  tlieir 
darling  pleafures,  and  finful  delights,  of  which  they  arc 
JTo  fond. — The  children  of  God  are  the  lights  of  the  "jjorld^ 
X^hil.  ii,  15.  T^hat  ye  may  be  blamelefs  and  harmlefs^  the 
^^ons  of  God  without  rebuke^  in  the  midjl  of  a  crooked  and 
^^erverfe  generation  J  among  whom  ye  Jloine  as  lights  in  the 
Tvorld.     Now,  the  natural  man  loveth  not  to  come  to 
"^is  light ;  Every  one  that  doth  evil,  haieih  the  light ;  nei' 
^her  Cometh  to  tbe  light,  Icjh  his  deeds  Jhoidd  be  reproved^ 
John  iii.  20.    They  will  not  come  near  the  godly,  fo  to 
Xpeak  ;  they  will  not  fo  much  as  come  in  fpeaking  terms 
"^th  them,  upon  any  fpiritual  heavenly  difcourfc :  they 
love  not  to  talk  with  them,  otherwife  their  talk  would  re- 
prove theirs,  which  is  nothing  but  the  language  of  Aflidod : 
^ey  love  not  to  walk  or  converfe  v/ith  them,  otherwife 
their  walk  and  converfation  would  reprove  and  condemn 
theirs ;  and  hence  they  care  for  none  of  their  change :  their 
company  is  but  a  burden  to  them ;  they  are  in  bondage 
•"when  they  are  obliged  to  be  in  their  company  any  time, 
dpeciallyif  they  be  very  fpiritual  Chriftians:  the  iTiorc  fpi- 
ritual their  converfation  is,  the  more  hateful  it  is  to  the 
carnal  man. — The  godly  are  the  fait  of  the  earth,  to  keep 
the  WArld  from  ftinking;    this  fait  will  ixxvdxt.  iVv^Sx 
Vol.  h  M  m  ^nomx^^^ 
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wounds  and  fores ;  and  they  cannot  endure  to  be  crof- 
fed  :  hence  tl^ey  hate  them  that  rebuke  in  the  gate,  and  they 
abhor  him  that  fpeaketh  uprightly,  Amos  v.  lo.  Reprove 
a  [corner^  and  be  will  hate  thee,  faith  Solomon,  Prov, 
ix.  8.     See  alfo  ver.  7.  He  that  reproveth  a  fcorner,  get- 
teth  to  himfelf  Jhame :  and  he  that  rebuketh  a  wicked  man, 
gettetb  to  himfelf  a  blot.  Men  fpeak  againft  religion,  bc- 
caufe  it  fpeaks  againfl:  them.     Why  were  the  Pharifecs 
fo  exafperated  againft  Chrift,  but  becaufe  he  fpake  his 
parables  againft  them  I  John  vii.  7.     He  was  a  fign  e- 
cvery  where  fpoken  againft,  becaufe  his  doftrine  e- 
very  where  fpeaketh  againft  the  way  of  the  world :  and 
no  wonder  then  that  all  thefe  fpeak  againft  it,  who 
hate-  to  be  convinced  by  it,  and  fear  to  be  condemned 
by  it.  Why  are  faithful  minifters  fo  much  hated  in  the 
world,  but  becaufe  they  ftiew  people  their  tranfgrefEons, 
their  drunkennefs,  whoredom,   fwearing,  lying,    and 
Sabbath-breaking  ;  their  villainy,  knavery,   and  vice  ? 
Though  none  pretend  it  is  for  that  caufe  they  hate  them, 
but,  perhaps  fay,  it  is  for  fome  ill  thing  they  alledge  againft 
^  them  :  for  Satan  hides  his  calumny  and  cruelty  beft  un- 
der a  cloak  of  pretence  for  religion.     But,  however,  if 
they  would  flatter  men,  and  fpeak  peace  to  them,    to 
whom  God  fpeaks  no  peace,  they  might  avoid  a  great 
deal  of  reproach  and  cenfure  ;  but  they  dare  not  do  it : 
they  are  not  to  make  a  new  law,  or  a  new  gofpel,  but 
to  preach  tliat  which  is  made,  Jer.  xv.  19.     There  we 
have  the  minifterial  commiffion  ;  Let  them  return  vnlo 
thcCj  but  return  not  thou  unto  them.  The  hearts  and  lives 
of  men  muft  be  brought  to  comply  with  the  word  of 
God  ;  for  tlie  word  of  God  can  never  be  made  to  com- 
ply with  the  humours  and  fancies  of  men  :  if  they  aim 
at  pleafing  men,  they  cannot  approve  themfelves  the  fer- 
vants  of  Chrift  ;  and  therefore  they  are  reproached  and 
evil  fpoken  of. 

V.  T\c  -fifth  things  w?s,  The  application  of  the  fub- 
jecl: ;  ^^V\c\'\  we  fliall  efTay  in  an  ufe  of  information, 
trial,  and  exhortation. 

The  firji  ufe  then  is  of  information.  Is  it  fo,  as  has 
been  ihidj  1  hat  Chrijl  aj.d  hh  J)Co^(c,  are  hate d^  content n- 
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edi  reproached,  and  ivondered  at  by  the  ivorld?     Then 
hence  ive  may  fee, 

I.  The  neceffitj  of  the  day  of  judgment :  for,  if  the 
ii^orld  might  be  judged  here,  the  beft  in  the  world 
would  be  run  down  with  reproach  and  condemned ;  yea, 
hated  as  monfters.  But  what  a  wonder  of  divine  pati- 
ence is  it,  that  this  glorious  One,  who  hath  fo  much  faid 
agamft  him  and  his  followers,  while  he  and  his  children 
arc  loaded  with  reproach,  doth  not  anfwer  all  tliefe  re- 
proaches with  thunder  and  lightening  ?  Why,  it  is  a  day 
of  patience :  but  there  is  a  day  of  vengeance  coming, 
wherein  he  will  no  longer  keep  lilcnce,  Jude  ver.  14, 
15,  &c.  This  day  God  will  not  anticipate,  for  he  knows 
it  is  comings  Pfalm  xxxvii.  13. 

2.  Hence  fee  the  duty  of  all  that  hear  thefe  tidings  : 
the  duty  of  profeflbrs,  the  duty  of  profane  pcrlbns,  and 
the  duty  of  faints.— See  the  duty  oi profejfors^  to  be- 
ware that  they  be  not  2ifcandal  to  the  wicked,  i  Tim. 
V.  14.  Your  fcandalous  converlation  may  occajion  the  re- 
proaches^ tliat  are  caft  upon  the  faints  by  the  wicked 
world :  for,  when  you  that  profefs  religion,  are  but  vain 
and  frothy  in  your  converfation,  double  and  deceitful  in 
your  dealings  loofe  and  untendcr  in  your  walk,  you  bring 
up  an  ill  report  upon  religion,  and  make  enemies  think 
that  religion  is  but  a  Iham. —  See  the  duty  oi  profane 
folk :  that  they  beware  of  reproaching  and  contemning 
religion,  and  religious  people,  upon  whatever  prctt-nce. 
And  if  none  but  faints  Ihall  win  to  heaven,  what  will  be- 
come of  them  that  look  upon  fuch  as  monfters  !     See 


alfo  the  duty  oi  faints ^  and  of  all  the  children  of  God 
that  are  reproaclied  :  they  are  i^t  to  account  it  ^.Jirange 
thing  though  the  world  look  u^n  them  as  monfters  ; 


yea,  fo  blind  is  the  world,  that  they  may  reckon  you  the 
very  folk,  that  ftiould  be  baniftied  out  of  the  world.  Paul, 
before  his  converfion,  looked  upon  the  faints  as  ivorthy 
of  death  ;  Acts  xxvi.  9,  10,  11.  I  verily  thought  iviih  my- 
felf  that  I  ouaht  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the  name  of 
yefus  :  which  thing  I  alfo  did  in  Jerufalem  ;  and  many 
of  the  faints  did  Ijhut  up  in  prifan,  having  received  au- 
thority from  the  chief  priefls  ;  and  ivhen  they  were  put 
to  deaths  I  gave  my  voice  againfi  them,  And  I  punijhed 
lA  ui   2  tbem 
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ibem  oft  in  every  fynagogue^  and  compelled  them  to  blaf 
fheme;  and  being  exceedingly  mad  againjl  tbem^  I  perfe- 
cuted  them  even  unto  ftrange  cities.  Think  it  not  ftrangc, 
that  the  world  fhould  condemn  you,  and  contemn  you ; 
you  are  contemned  and  defpifed  with  good  company, 
even  with  the  beft  of  company,  with  Chrift  himfelf : 
Bebold,  I  and  the  children  whom  the  Lora  bath  given  me 
are  for  figns  and  for  wonders.  I  fear,  to  enlarge  on  this 
fubjed  were  to  purchafe  to  myfelf  more  of  that  re* 
proach  ^. 

3.  Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  the  godly^  in  all  ages, 
have  been  perfecuted  and  barbaroufly  ufed  as  monftrous 
perfons,  and  religion  as  a  monftrous  opinion.  The 
Lord*s  people  need  not  look  upon  it  is  a  rare  thing ; 
^bink  it  not  firan^e  concerning  the  fiery  trial,  which  is  to 
try  you,  as  though  fame  Jlrange  thing  happened  unto  you, 
I  Pet.  iv.  12.  We  need  not  think  it  ftrange  if  religion 
itfelf  be  ridiculed  ;  Ipfa  religia  in  opprobrium  vertity  faid 
Bernard.  Here  many  things  might  be  condefcended 
upon  for  the  illuftration  of  this  point ;  but  having  af- 
ligned  a  variety  of  inftances  above,  on  the  fecond  head, 
concerning  Popery^  &c.  we  ftiall  fuperccdc  any  further 
enlargement.  . 

4.  Hence  fee  what  reafon  the  godly  have  to  bear  re- 
proach and  contradiftion  with  patience^  feeing  Chrift 
himfelf,  and  all  his  followers,  have  been  thus  treated. 
We  are  ready  to  reprefent  any  reproach  very  hainoufly, 
faying,  IVe  do  well  to  be  angry ;  it  is  not  a  thing  t9  be 
endured :  yet,  O  how  much  doth  God  bear  with  fbe 
contempt  caft  upon  his  name !  How  much  doth  Chrift 
bear  with  the  reproach  ^ft  upon  his  name !  And  furely 
this  fliould  moderate  crar  refentment  of  any  indignity 
done  to  our  name.  This  doth  not  hinder  our  taking  all 
proper  methods,  for  vindicating  our  own  reputation, 
and  good  name^  which  is  as  precious  ointment :  but  only  \ 
it  Ihould  mitigate  our  refentment ;   for,   who  are  we  \ 

*  About  the  time  when  this  ^crmon  was  preached,  there  were  miehty  alter- 
cations ainongft  both  miniftrrs  ^nd  people  about  the  Marro-m'9flt§fine  ;  our 
Author,  bvm^  a  favourei  of  that  dodlnne,  got  his  own  ihare  0?  m^ntumely 
and  obio<|oy  of  thcfc  tuucs.    Sec  p.  a^S, 

that 
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that  we  fhould  not  be  contradiQied,  feeing  Chrift  hiihfelf 
endured  the  contradidion  of  Jinners  againji  himfelff 

5.  Hence  fee  what  a  wonder  of  divine  power  it  is, 
that  triie  Chrijiianity  and  its  followers  have  been  kept  up, 
and  maintained,  and  preferved  in  the  world,  notwith- 
ftanding  of  the  univerfal  contradiftion  and  oppofition  it 
hath  met  with.  The  plantation  of  the  gofpel-church, 
at  firft,  was  oppofed  by  all  the  powers  of  darknefs  ;  and 
in  all  ages  it  hath  met  with  fuch  oppofition,  that  if  it 
had  not  been  of  God,- it  had  come  to  nought:  This  is 
the  doing  of  the  Lord ;  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes. 
That  a  profeflion,  fo  oppofite  to  the  carnal  thoughts, 
and  fenfual  delights  of  men,  fhould  be  yet  preferved  in 
the  world,  is  a  wonder,  feeing  it  is  every  where  fpoken 
agairift,  reproached,  and  reviled,  and  yet  ftrangely  vic- 
*  torious,  not  only  without,  but  againft  fecular  power 
and  force,  for  fome  ages.  Here  is  the  bujh  burningy 
and  yet  not  confumed. 

Mahomet's  delufions  could  never  prevail  in  the  world, 
till,  getting  the  power  of  the  fword,  he  difcharged,  up- 
on pain  of  death,  fpeaking  againft  him  or  his  doftrine; 
and  by  fuch  barbarous  methods  it  hath  beeif  fupported 
now,  above  thefe  thoufand  years. — Thus  antichrift  alfo 
had  maintained  his  inter  eft,  by  caufing  as  many  as  would 
not  worjhip  the  image  of  the  heaji^  to  be  killed ^  Rev.  xiii.  1 5. 
Thus  have  errors  and  falfe  rehgion  been  propogated : 
but  ft  rip  them  of  thefe  fupports,  and  they  fal>  to  nothing 
of  courfc.     Where  is  all  the  fplendor  of  the  heathen 
deities  and  idolatries  ?  Are  not  their  oracles  filent,  their 
altars  deferted,  their  gods  famifhed  and  periflied  from 
the  earth  ?  We  may  not  only^y.  Where  are  the  gods  of 
Hamath  and  Arphadf  Where  are  ihe  gods  of  Sepharvaim^ 
9  Hena^  and  Ivah  f  But,  where  are  the  gods  of  Babylon 
and   Egypt,    Greece   and  Rome;    and  the   illuftrious 
names  of  Saturn,  Jupiter,  Juno,  and  Diana,  &c.  Where 
are  the  gods  of  our  Britifti  anceftors,   before  they  re- 
ceived die  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  ?  Their  names  are 
.  writtejj&a  the  duft.     But,  behold !  Chrift  and  his  glo- 
rious^BBifine  ftill  flourilh,  in  fome  place  of  the  world, 
to  tlJBiay ;  though,  for  many  ages  deftitute  of  all  fe- 
cularftipport,  and  alTaulted  on  all  hands,  b^  d-axm^^^A 
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implacable  enemies,  yet  ftiU  it  is  upheW  by  its  own  in' 
triiific  truth  and  excellence,  and  that  divine  power  that 
■  accompanied  it :  yea,  to  the  end  of  thfe  world,  the  Cap- 
iain  of  fahation  will  ride  forth,  in  the  chariot  of  this 
gofpcl,  with  his  crown  upon  his  head,  and  his  bow  in 
his  hand,  conquering  aM  to  conquer. 

6.  Hence  fee  the  folly  and  wickednefs  of  thofe,  that 
reproach  the  way  of  the  Lord,  who  fpeak  againft  Chrift 
and  his  holy  religion,  as  monftrous :  furely  we  fhould 
lament  their  cafe,  becaufe  of  the  difhonour  nereby  done 
to  the  name  of  God  and  Chrift.  How  fliould  it  affedt 
us,  that  the  God  that  made  the  world  fhould  be  fo  vili- 
fied in  the  world !  That  Chrift,  who  fo  loved  the  world, 
Ihould  be  hated  by  the  world !  What  ftiould  we  do  with 
the  reproach  caft  upon  him  and  his  followers,  but  as 
king  Hezekiah  did  with  Rabfhakeh's  blafphemous  letter  ; 
Hejpread  it  before  the  Lord^  faying,  NoruUj  Lord  ;  what 
wilt  thou  do  for  thy  own  name  ?  and  with  the  pfalmift  5 

0  God  !  h(nv  long  Jhall  the  adverfary  reproach^  and  ene^ 
fnies  hlafpheme  thy  name^  for  ever?  Pfal.  Ixxiv.  i  o,  1 8,  22* 
What  a  miferable  condition  are  they  in,  who  thus  pre- 
fumptuouflf  reproach  the  way  of  the  Lord  ?    Though 
they  may  do  it  with  an  air  of  aiTurance,  as  if  there  was 
no  hazard  ;  yet,  he  that  rolls  this  ftone,  it  will  certain- 
ly return  upon  him :   Zion  will  be  a  burdenfome  ftonc 
to  her  enemies  ;  and  on  whomfoever  this  ftone  falls,  it 
will  grind  tficm  to  powder.     How  little  do  reproachcrs 
confider  what  mifchicf  they  do  to  the  fouls  of  others  ? 
Unwary  fouls  are  eafily  beguiled,  and  brought  over  to 
entertain  rooted  prejudices  againft  that  which  they  hear 
every  where  fpoken*^  agaij(p  and  reproached.     Few  have 
coiifiilcration  and  refolution  enough  to  maintain  a  good 

01  union  of  that,  which  they,  who  fet  up  for  wits,  make 
it  their  bufincfs  to  ridicule  and  cry  down.  Many  poor 
fouls  have  tlicir  minds  quite  debauched,  by  thefe  means: 
and,  under  a  pretence  of  free  thought,  a  fafliionablc 
converfation,  and  a  generous  difdain  of  profefling  An- 
gularity, atheiftical  and  deiftical  principles  ar^||fcibed, 
reftraints  of  confcience  are  ftiaken  off,  bruitiflinKBs  are 
indulged,  yea,  pleaded  for ;  and  ferious  godlindl,  and 
fervent  devotion,  looked  u^on  with  contempt  j  and  thus 

the 
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the  heart  impregnably  fortified  againft  Chrift  and  the 
prfpel. 

Again,  This  doftrine  may  be  improven  by  way  of 
trial.  People  may  try  their  ftate  by  this  doftrine. 
Though  every  mark  of  reproach  bfe  not  a  mark  of  grace ; 
for,  fome  may  be  juftly  fpoken  of,  and  yet  be  gracious 
pcrfons ;  and  others  may  be  unjuftly  reproached,  and 
yet  be  gracelefs  p erfons :  yet  there  are  fome  things  where- 
by we  may  try,  if  we  be  reproached,  whether  the  re- 
proaches caft  upon  us  meet  with  fuch  reception  from  us, 
as  to  determinate  our  being  the  children  of  Chrift,  that 
arc  bearing  his  reproach  with  him.  I  may  apply  to  this 
^at  the  apoftle  fays  of  chaftifement,  Heb.  xii,  8.  If 
jebe  without  chajlifement^  then  are  ye  bajlards^  and  not 
fins :  and  yet  chaftifement  of  itfclf,  as  an  affliction,  is 
no  mark  of  fonfliip,  if  it  be  not  fanftified :  even  fo  here, 
if  ye  be  without  reproach,  then  are  ye  baftards,  and  not 
children  ;  and  yet  reproach  of  itfelf  is  no  mark  of  being 
children,  if  it  be  not  accompanied  with  faving  good,  and 
[  'f  it  be  not  fanftified- 

C^EST.  How  Jhall  we  know  if  zve  j^et  iny  favitw 
X^od,  out  of  reproach,  fuch  as  will  dijfcover  us  to  he 
^f^lldren  ?  Behold,  I  and  my  children  are  for  figns  and 
bonders. 

I.  It  is  a  mark  of  one's  getting  faving  good  out  of 

^^proach,    if  he  receive  them  with  the  fame  mind  and 

fPirit^    with  which  Chrift  received   them.      How  did 

^•^hrift  receive  them  ?  Why,  he  received  them  as  out  of 

*^ls  Father* s  hand.     Reproach  was  a  part  of  his  bitter 

^Vip;   Uaw^  fays  Chrift,  the  cup  which  my  Father  ^iveth 

^eto  dri.ik,  Jhall  I  not  drink  it  F  So,   the  child  of  God 

*C)oks  upon  reproach,  as  coming  from  the  hand  of  God : 

'though  he  fees  the  finful  hand  of  man,  yet  he  fees  the 

t\oly  hand  of  providence ;  this  is  obferved  in  the  text : 

ff^e  are  for  ft^ns  and  wonders,  from  the  Lord  of  hofts^ 

that  dwelleth  in  mount  Zion :  we  fee  the  hand  of  our 

God.     Xfeus  David  ;   God  hath  bidden  Shcmic  curfe  /)*/- 

v/c/.-^Againy  Chrift  received  reproach  with  meekncfs  ; 

for.  He  was  meek  and  lowly ;  when  he  was  reviled,  he 

reviled  not  again;  when  be  fuffered^  he  threatened  not : 
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yea,  he  was  fo  far  from  reviling  again,  that  he  prayed 
for  forgivenefs  to  his  reproachers,  Luke  xxiii.  46. 
Something  of  the  fame  fpirit  will  be  in  us,  if  reproach 

do  us  rejJ  good. He  received  them  fubmijjively ; 

He  committed  himfelf  to  him  that  judgeth  righteoufly^ 
I  Pet.  ii.  23.  So  win  we  be  fubmiiTive  to  God's  pro- 
vidential  afnifling  will,  and  thereby  be  more  humbled.  . 

2.  It  is  a  fign  of  one's  getting  faving  good  of  re- 
proaches, if  thereby  they  are  brought  to  examine  them- 
felvesy  if  they  have  given  juft  occafion  for  reproach : 
and  though  they  find  they  have  given  no  juft  occafion 
before  men,  yet  are  they  made  to  fearch  their  own  fouls, 
to  fee  and  lament  the  fin  that  hath  provoked  God  to 
afflifl:  them  with  the  fcourge  of  tongues ;  and  thereup- 
on are  made  to  pray,  with  Job,  Shew  me  wherefore  thou 
contendeft  with  me^  Job  x.  2.  And,  withal  being  thank- 
ful to  God,  afcribing  it  only  to  his  grace,  that  they 
have  been  kept  from  giving  any  juft  occafion  for  fuch 
an  afperfion. 

3.  It  is  a  mark  of  one's  getting  good  of  reproach,  if 
reproaches  have  come  while  we  were  in  a  courfe  of  back- 
fliding^  aiKi  they  have  been  the  means  of  recovering  us ; 

whence  we  are  made  to  blefs  the  Lord  that  he  hath  fent 
them,  to  put  a  ft  op  to  our  defedlion.  This  is  an  evi- ' 
dence  of  our  getting  good  by  reproach,  as  David  faid 
of  afflifton  :  //  is  good  for  me^  that  I  was  affliHed ;  be- 
fore I  was  affliSled^  I  went  aftray^  but  now  I  have  kept 
thy  word,  Pfal.  cxix.  6y.  And  that  reproach  was  a  part 
of  his  affliftion,  is  evident  from  ver.  69.  The  proud  have 
forged  a  lye  againjl  me. 

4.  It  is  an  evidence  of  one's  getting  good  of  reproach, 
when  a  perfon  is,  in  a  fpiritual  manner,  fuitably  affe£led^ 
according  to  the  rife  of  the  reproach.— If  it  arife  from 
OUT  ftn^  fo  that  we  have  given  occafion  for  the  reproach,, 
fo  as  God  is  difhonoured :  if  in  that  cafe  the  foul  be ' 
more  grieved  for  the  difhonour  done  to  God,  than  for 
any  thing  relative  to  his  own  particular  intereft ;  this  is 
an  evidence  of  his  getting  good  thereby,  why,  the  man 
in  this  cafe  lays  his  own  honour  in  the  duft,  and  grieves 
for  the  difhonour  done  to  God. — If  the  rife  of  the.  re- 

proach  be  from  our  dutj^  -dxA  llictcu^ow  the  foul  be 
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more  confirmed  in  the  way  of  duty,  as  thofe,  Nch.  v.  8. 
Ought  we  not  to  walk  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord^  becaufe  of 
the  reproach  of  the  brethren  ?  And  as  David,  Pfal.  cxix.  69. 
The  proud  have  forged  a  lye  agamfl  me:  but  I  will  keep 
thy  precepts  with  my  whole  heart.  When  a  man,  inftead 
of  being  deferted  from  a  duty,  by  reproach  caft  upon 
him,  ^is  more  confirmed,  and  made  more  circumfpcft, 
i»  the  way  of  duty,  than  ever. — If  the  reproach  hath 
rifen  from  our  zeal  for  the  concerns  of  Chrift  and  his 
intereft ;  and  thereupon,  the  man  hath  been  made  to 
count  it  his  glory,  Efleeming  the  reproach  of  Chrift  great' 
er  riches  than  the  treafares  of  Egypt :  and  the  man  is, 
more  grieved  for  the  afperfions  call  upon  Chrift,  than 
what  concerneth  himfelf,  faying,  as  Pfal.  Ixix.  9.  The 
zeal  of  thine  koufe  hath  eaten  me  up  ;  and  the  reproaches 
of  them  that  reproach  thee^  are  fallen  upon  me. — Thefe  arc 
evidences  of  reproach  doing  good  to  a  man :  when 
thereby,  alfo,  he  is  made  to  long  for  the  day  of  the 
manifejlation  ofthefons  of  God  ;  when  our  reputation  will  ' 
be  cleared  up,  and  afperfions  caft  upon  us  wipt  away. 
Thus  much  for  marks  in  order  to  trial. 

Again,  The  doftrine  may  be  applied  for  exhortation. 
Having  no  time  for  addrcffinff  myfelf  to  particular  forts 
of  perfons,  I  fhall  oflFer  thefe  following  advices^  and  drop 
them  in  the  general. 

Advice  I.  Let  all  profeflbrs  of  religion  take  care,  that 
they  give  no  occafton  to  any  to  look  upon  them  and  their 
religion  too  as  monftrous.  Some  that  wear  Chrift's  li- 
very may  be  taxed,  as  a  fcandal  to  his  family,  by  their 
lying,  cheating,  drunkennefs,  whoredom,  and  other 
vices :  though  it  is  unjuft  and  unfair  to  reproach  religi- 
on, becaufe  fome  who  profefs  it  expofe  themfelves  to 
reproach  ;  yet,  it  is  no  doubt  a  grievous  fin  in  thofe 
who  give  any  occafton  to  do  fo,  i  Tim.  v.  1 4.  We 
Ihould  pray  witli  David,  Lead  me  in  a  plain  path,  be- 
caufe of  mine  enemies  ;  in  the  Hebrew  it  is,  becatfe  of 
mitie  OBSERVERS.  Our  enemies  are  our  obfervers ;  and 
though  no  finful  praftice  is  confiftent  with  religion,  yet 
enemies  will  think,  and  fay  fo,  if  they  find  us  making 
it  conMent  with  the  profcifion  of  rcYigioTV* 

Vol.  L  N  n         .  Ad'oicc  ^» 
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Advice  2.  If  the  world  be  fct  upon  fpeaking  reproach- 
fully of  religion,  let  us  be  the  more  engaged  to  fpeak 
favourably  of  it.  Every  believer  fhould  be  both  a  witncfs 
and  an  advocate  for  his  religion,  and  for  the  truth. 
When  you  hear-  how  God's  name  is  abufed,  his  peo: 
pie  reproached,  his  truth  contradifted,  have  you  never 
a  word  to  fay  for  him  ?  Whoever  is  afhamed  of  him 
now,  of  him  will  he  be  adiamed  when  he  comes  in  the 
glory  of  his  Father.  If  we  hear  our  deareft  friends  in 
the  world  flandered,  we  will  be  ready  to  appear  for  their 
vindication :  and  have  we  no  refentment  of  the  con- 
tumely and  contempt  call  upon  God,  and  Chrift,  and 
the  fcriptures  of  truth  ?  If  we  fear  we  are  not  able  to 
fpeak  for  the  truth,  as  we  ought,  we  may  take  en- 
couragement from  that  promife,  hjhaljl  be  given  you  in 
the  fame  hour^,  what  ye  Jhall  fpeak.  Out  of  the  mouth  af 
hahes  and  fucklings  he  can  ordain  ftrengtb  ;  and  fo,  fiill 
the  adverfary  and  avenger. 

Advice  3.  Reckon  the  godly  to  be  the  excellent  ones  of 
the  earthy  however  contemptible  and  hateful  the  world 
judge  them  to  be.  The  righteous  is  more  excellent  than 
his  neighbour,  however  reproached  ;  and  it  is  the  wick- 
ed that  are  the  monfters.  Let  none  think  the  worfe  of 
the  way  of  religion  and  godlinefs  ;  neither  be  frighted 
from  walking  in  that  way,  becaufe  of  the  contempt 
poured  upon  it. — Confider  wJyo  the  reproachers  are ; 
generally  men  of  debauched  confciences,  and  profligate 
lives :  if  you  choofe  fuch  for  your  leaders,  then  the 
blind  leads  the  blind^  and  both  will  fall  into  the  dit€h. — 
Confider  how  trijling  their  reproaches  are :  they  that 
fpeak  againft  religion,  they  make  lies  their  refuge^  and 
under  fa IJljood  they  hide  themfelvcs. — Confider  bow  much 
is  to  be  faid  in  favours  of  the  good  old  way^  whoever 
they  be  that  reproach  it :  WifdonCs  ways  arepleafantnefsi, 
and  all  her  paths  peace.--  All  the  wealth  and  pleafure  of 
the  world  is  not  worth  an  hour's  communion  with  God 
in  Chrift,  in  the  way  of  believing  the  gofpel,  and  em- 
bracing the  truth. — Confider,  that  however  the  godly 
may  be  run  down,  they  fhall  be  raifed  up  ;  for  the  re- 
proaching  of  them  is  the  reproaching  of  Chrift  and  his 
religion :  though  noiie  pxeteivOLvU^  icc\\^\oxv\\\.t>j xt^xo^ch^ 
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but  only  fuch  and  fuch  profeffors  of  religion ;  yet  Chrifl: 
reckons  himfelf  concerned  in  the  quarrel.  If  his  people 
be  perfecuted  with  tongues  or  hands,  it  is  a  perfecution 
of  Chrifl: ;  Saidj  Saul;  why  perfecuteft  thou  me?  And 
furely  Chrifl  will  be  too  hard  for  his  enemies :  he  will 
concern  himfelf  in  the  caufe  of  his  friends  and  children ; 
and  therefore,  he  and  his  people,  and  his  caufe  and 
truths,  will  fuccefsfuUy  prevail,  and  have  tlie  afcendant, 
ere  all  be  done,  let  the  world  do  and  lay  what  they 
will. 

Advice  4.  Beware  of  reproaching  your  neighbour  in 
any  cafe,  lefl:  you  come  to  be  amongll  the  reproachers 
of  Chrift  and  his  children  :  Speak  not  evil  o?ie  of  another ^ 
laith  the  apoftle. 

(i.)  God  dif charges  this  prafliicc  ;  ThouJJjalt  not  raife 
afaife  report :  ffut  not  thine  hand  with  the  wicked  to  be  an 
unrighteous  witnefs,  Exod.  xxiii.  i.  Thou  Jhalt  not  raise 
a  falfe  report ;  it  may  be  rendered,  T^hou  /halt  not  re- 
ceive afaife  report :  and  it  fays,  that  raifing^  or  recciv* 
ingj  of  falfe  reports,  are  equally  difcharged. 

(2.)  God  obfervcs  this  bad  carriage,  in  a  fpecial  man- 
ner ;  I  have  heard  the  reproach  ofMoab,  and  the  reviling 
of  the  children  of  Amnion,  how  they  have  reproached  my 
people,  Zcph.  ii.  8. 

(3.)  God  threatens  fuch  as  are  chargeable  with  this 
impiety,  in  the  fame  place  ;  As  I  livcy  faith  the  God  of 
Ifraelf  lAoabfhall  he  as  Sodontj  and  ^mmon  as  Gomorrah  ; 
this  fhall  they  have  for  their  pride,  becaufe  they  have  re- 
prgached  and  magnified  themfelves  againjl  the  people  of  the 
Lord  of  hoflsj  Zeph.  ii.  9,  10.  TVhat  fhall  be  given  to  thee  ? 
or  what  fhall  he  dot^e  to  thee^  thou  falje  toncrue  ?  Sharp  ar- 
rows.of  the  mighty,  with  coals  of  juniper,  Pfal.  cxx.  3,  4. 

(4.)  The  fcripture  fhews  this  to  be  the  ordinary  prac- 
tice, oi  the  wicked  j  and  of  the  devil's  children.  Chrifl 
fays  to  his  reproachers,  Te  are  of  your  father  the  devily 
t  for  his  works  ye  do,  John  viii.  44. 
.  (5.)  Yea,  revilers  are  put  am.ong  the  number  of  fuch, 
as  m^l  be  excommunicate  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord ; 
Know  ye  not  that  the  unrighteous  fhall  not  inherit  the  king- 
dom of  God:,  be  not  deceived^  neither  fornicators^  nor  idola- 

N  n  a  nor 
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terSf  nor  adulterers, — nor  revilers—Jball  inberit  4be  king- 
dom ofQod^  I  Cor.  vi.  9,  10. 

(6.)  Bonds  of  humanity  Ihould  oblige  us  to  take 
care  of  reproaching  one  another ;  the  bonds  of  mutual 
obligation,  fraternity,  neighbourhood,  and  brotherhood : 
the  breaking  of  thefe  bonds  was  what  imbittered  the  re- 
proach of  David;  Pfal.  Iv.  12,  13,  14.  It  was  not  an  e- 
nemy  that  riproached  me,  elfe  I  had  born  it,  &c. ;  but  it 
was  thou,  a  man,  mine  equal ^  my  guide,  and  mine  acquain- 
tance :  we  tookfweet  counfel  together^  and  went  to  the  boufe 
cfGod  in  company. 

In  order  to  fliun  this  great  evil,  obferve  your  hearty 
for  that  is  the  fountain  from  which  yi/^  witneJTeSj  and 
all blafphemies  proceed^  Matth.  xv.  16. — Seek  to  nave  the 
heart  freighted  with  love  to  God  and  man :  Love  ihinketh 
no  evilj  and  fpeaketh  as  little. — ®eware  of  giving  credit 
too  haftily  to  any  ill  report,  concerning  your  neighbour: 
it  is  God's  command,  as  I  inftanced  already.  Receive 
mot  a  falfe  report. — If  you  would  not  be  a  rcproacher, 
beware  oiidlenefs ;  that  is  the  root  of  much  reproach: 
^hey  learn  to  be  idle^  wandering  about  from  houfe  to  houfe : 
and  not  only  idle,  but  tattlers  alfo,  and  bufy  bodies,  Jpeak' 
ing  things  which  they  ought  not,  i  Tim.  v.  13.  If  you 
would  not  be  a  rcproacher,  beware  oi pride  ?Jidifelf-love  ; 
this  ftirs  up  to  reproachful  language;  fuch  was  that  of 
Sanballet ,  Neh.  iv.  2,  3,  4.  What  do  thefe  feeble  Jews  f 
will  they  fortify  tbemfehes  ?  will  they  facrifice  ?  will  they 
Tnake  an  end  in  a  day  ?  will  they  revive  the  flones  out  of 
tbe  heaps  of  the  rubhifh  which  are  burnt  ?  Now,  Tobiab 
the  Ammonite  was  by  him,  and  hefaid.  Even  that  which 
they  build  if  a  fox  g^  up,  he  /hall  even  break  down  their 
Jlone  wall  Hear,  O  our  God,  for  we  are  defpifed:  and  turn 
their  reproach  upon  their  own  head,  anfi  give  them  for  a 
prey  tn  the  land  of  captivity.  As  of  pride  cometh  conten- 
tention ;  fo  of  pride  cometh  reproach,  while  a  man  can- 
not endure  that  others  fhould  be  above  him. — If  you 
would  not  be  a  reproacher,  beware  of  being  a  negleder 
of  prayer  ;  if  we  be  reproached,  we  are  not  to  reproach 
again,  but  to  make  the  reproach  caft  upon  us  to  be  an 
errand  to  God,  that  our  fpirits  be  not  exafperate ;  this 
-wsis  the  method  that  Nehcmu\i loot ^  cW^An*  ^*  And 
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David,  Pfal.  Iv.  16.  after  he  had  confidered  Ahitophel's 
'reproaches  ;  But  as  for  me^  faith  he,  I  will  call  upon  God. 
—In  a  word,  if  you  would  be  no  reproacher,  beware 
of  hypocrifyj  and  hunting  after  the  praifes  ofmen^  like 
the  rharifees :  fuch  will  be  carelefs  how  much  their 
neighbour  be  reproached,  providing  they  be  applaud- 
ed :  they  all  take  meafures  and  methods  for  raifing  up 
their  own  name,  upon  the  ruins  of  the  reputation  of 
their  neighbour.  But  if  any,  under  a  cloak  of  religion, 
or  pretence  of  ftriftncfs,  ftudy  to  make  others  contempti- 
ble,* and  themfelves  famous,  they  take  but  a  method  to 
make  their  own  name  to  ftink:  They  fay  ^  Stand  by^  for 
lam  holier  than  thou  ;  thefe  are  a f moke  in  my  nofe^  afire 
that  burneth  all  the  day^  Ifa.  Ixv.  5. 

Advice  5.  To  thpfc  that  are  reproached  for  Chrift, 
that  they  would  ^^jr  reproach  for  him :  it  is  the  exprefs 
command  of  God,  Heb.  xiii.  13.  Let  us  go  forth  to  him ^ 
without  the  camp^    bearing  his  reproach.     Ifa.  li.  7,  8. 
Fear  not  the  reproach  of  men  ;  neither  he  afraid  of  their 
revilings :  for  the  moth  fhall  eat  them  up  like  a  garment^ 
and  the  worm  fhall  eat  them  like  wool.     Chrift  bore  many 
a  reproach  for  us ;  and  fhall  we  not  bear  a  reproach  for 
him  ?  If  they  called  the  mafier  of  the  houfe  Beelzebub^  how 
much  more  fhall  they  call  them  of  his  houjhold?  Saints,  in 
all  ages,   have  been  inured  to  this  crofe  :  For  thy  fake 
have  I  born  reproach^  Pfal.  Ixix.  7.    The  Old-Teftament 
faints  mentioned,  Heb.  xi.  had  the  trial  of  cruel  mock- 
ings.     But  there  is  a  bleffing  even  in  this  part  of  the 
crofs  :  Blejfed  are  ye  when  men  fhall  revile  you^  and  per- 
fecute  youy    and  fhall  fay  all  manner  of  evil  againfi  you 
falfely^for  my  name'* s  fake ^  Matth.xv.  1 1.  And  i  Pet.  iv.  14. 
If  ye  be  reproached  for  the  name  of  Chrift,  happy  are  ye  ; 
for  the  Spirit  of  glory  and  of  God  rejleth  upon  you :  yea, 
it  tends  to  the  glory  of  God  ;    for  it  follows,  On  their 
part  he  is  evil  fpoken  of  but  on  your  part  he  is  glorified. 
There  is  a  day  coming,  wherein  fuch  as  bear  reproach 
for  Chrift,   (hall  be  openly  vindicated  and  owned  by 
him :  Whofoever  fhall  confefs  me  before  mcn^   him  will  I 
confefs  before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven;    that  is, 
whatever  affronts  they  meet  with  from  men,  for  owning  of 
my  gofpcl,  there  is  a  day  coming  whereiw  1  mW  o^it.TX'^ 
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vindicate  them  from  fuch  malicious  reproaches*  Re- 
proacfiers  at  that  day  will  be  obliged  to  account  for  all 
their  hard  fpeechesy  i  Pet.  iv.  3,4.  Jude  ver.  14,  15. 
Reproaches  for  Chrift  betokens  a  good  condition; 
Bleffei  are  ye  when  men  jhall  hate  you^  and  when  they 
Jhatl  feparate  you  from  their  company,  and  Jhall  reproach 
you,  and  cajl  out  your  name  as  evil,  for  the  Son  of  man^s 
fake.  Rejoice.ye  in  that  day^  and  leap  for  joy  :  for  behold, 
your  reti)ard  is  great  in  heaven  ;  jor  in  the  like  manner 
did  their  fathers  unto  the  prophets,  Luke  vi.  22,  23. 
Whereas  it  is  no  good  fign  when  all  men  fpeak  well  of 
us  ;  Wq  unto  you  when  all  men  Jhall  fpeak  well  of  you  :for 
fo  did  their  lathers  to  the  falfe  prophets^  ver.  26.  The 
people  of  God  are,  for  the  molt  part,  in  a  more  lively 
cxercife  of  grace,  when  under  reproach,  than  at  other 
times ;  /  take  pleafure  in  infmities»  reproaches,  perjecu- 
tions,  and  dijlrejfes,  for  Chrifl^s  fake ;  for  when  I  am 
weak,  then  am  I  Jlrong,  i  Cor.  xii.  1.0.  We  arc  pil- 
grims here,  in  a  ftrange  land,  in  our  enemies  land>  and 
are  not  to  ftay ;  therefore  we  fhould  bear  reproach  for 
Chrift :  Let  us  bear  his  reproach  ;  for  here  ^ooe  have  no 
tontinutng  city^  but  we  fee  one  to  come^  Heb.  xiii.  13,  14. 
Chrift  hath  forewarned  us  of  reproaches  for  his  name ; 
Remember  the  ivord  that  I  faid  to  you^  Tihe  fervant  is 
not  greater  than  his  Lord ;"  if  they  have  perfecuted  me^ 
they  -will  alfo  perfecute  you,  John  xv.  20. — Upon  thefe 
confiderations,  we  fhould  bear  reproach  for  Chrift  when 
called  thereto. 

Quest.  What  help^  in  order  to  bear  reproach  for  Cbrijly 
will  you  offer  us  ? 

Answ.  a  man  that  would  bear  reproach  for  Chrift, 
muft  be  a  Chrijlian  indeed,  a  believer  indeed ;  other- 
wife  he  will  never  bear  his  reproach  aright.  It  is  he 
and  the  children  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  him,  that 
are  figns  and  wonders  :  if  you  be  not  amongft  his  child- 
ren, you  cannot  be  a  zealous  fufferer  for  him. — Yea, 
a  man  that  would  bear  reproach  for  Chrift,  needs  to  be, 
not  only  a  believer,  but  2iJirong  believer,  having  much 
Chriftian  courage,  that  he  may  bear  an  hifs,  as  well  as 
a  hymn ;  I  mean,  a  hifs  of  reproach  and  difdain,  as  well 
as  a  hymn  of  applaufe  and  commendation ;  to  bear  this. 
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Requires  the  armour  of  patience  and  fpiritual  courage, 
for  marching  through  the  world's  contempt  and  hazard, 
being  looked  .upon  as  a  monfter,  and  made  the  fcorn  of 
fools :  and  all  this  requires  the  ilrength  of  faith ;  Look^ 
injf  unto  Jtfus^  the  author  and  Jini/her  of  faith  ;  who  for 
thi  joy  that  was  jet  before  him,  endured  the  crofe,  defpifed 
thejbame^  and  is  fet  down  at  the  right-hand  of  the  throne 
of  God,  Heb.  xiL  a.  And,  in  the  fcJlowing  words,  wc. 
are  called  to  confider  him  who  endured  fuch  contradiSion 
of  finners  againfi  himfelf  left  we  be  wearied  and  faint  in 
our  minds  ;  for  we  have  not  yet  refifted  unto  blood,  ftriv- 
ing  againft  fin. — It  requires  much  xeal  for  God  and  love 
to  him.  Alas  !  \^ho  can  fay,  *The  zeal  of  thine  houfe  haih 
eaten  me  up  ? — It  requires  a  good  caufe^  and  a  good  con-^ 
fcience :  if  a  man  be  firmly  perfuaded  of  the  goodnefs  of 
the  caufe,  it  will  help  him  to  bear  reproach ;  while  he 
doth  not  fuSer  as  an  evil  doer,  though  he  be  reproach- 
ed as  fuch :  and  a  good  confcience  is  an  encouraging 
thing  in  this  warfare  ;  alfo,  having  a  good  confcience,  that 
whereas  they  fpeak  evil  of  you,  as  of  evil  doersy  they  may 
be  afifamed  that  falfly  accufe  your  good  converfatton  in 
Chri/l,  I  Pet.  iii.  16.  iv.  15. — In  a  word,  it  requires 
conftant  dependence  upon  the  Captain  of  felvation,  who 
was  made  perfect  through  fufferings. 

Finally^  Let  us  all  confider  and  remember,  that  the 
caufe  of  Chrift  will  be  a  prevailing  caufe  in  the  ifluc,. 
however  it  be  reproached  in  the  world.  There  is  a 
fchifm,  a  rent,  and  divifion  in  the  world.  Sirs,  ever 
fince  the  fall  of  Adam ;  a  battle  between  the  feed  of 
the  woman  and  the  feed  of  the  ferpcnt ;  between  Mi- 
chael and  his  angels,  and  the  dragon  and  his  angels : 
but  Michael  and  his  angels,  Chrilt  and  his  children, 
will  carry  the  day ;  and  contradifted  truths  will  be  ef- 
feftually  cleared  and  vindicated ;  if  never  fully  here, 
yet  the  day  of  the  Lord  will  be  the  valley  of  dccifion, 
when  the  great  caufe  of  true  religion  will  be  decided, 
and  the  ferpent's  head  broken  fo,  as  he  fliall  never  hife 
nor  fpit  his  venom  any  more. 

It  is  now  a  day  of  reproach^  a  day  to  be  lamented, 
for  the  bitter  calumny  that  takes  place  therdw.  ^c^,  \ 
maj  call  heaven  and  earth  to  witnefs,  wbLClVvct  ctcc  ^cjH- 
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pel  preachers  and  profcffors  fuffercd  a  hotter  pcrfecuti- 
of  die  tongue,  ttan  in  this  apoftate  age,  wherein,  if 
feme  minifters  fall  foul  upon  the  fins  and  ^rror8  of  the 
times,  the  very  naming  thereof  is  enough  to  oflFend, 
though  yet  the  nation  be  fmking  under  the  weight 
thereof.  Never  was  a  gofpel  miniftry  more  contempt- 
ible than  in  our  day:  Satan  hath  ufed  many  inftni- 
ments,  and  moft  of  them  have  had  their  eflFeft,  to  bring 
the  difpenfers  of  gofpel  ordinances  into  contempt :  and 
it  is  dill  more  lamentable,  that  many  have  had  a  fmful 
hand  in  bringing  their  own  miniftry  under  a  reproach, 
and  laying  ftumbling-blocks  in  the  way  of  the  fuccefs  of 
the  gofpel,  and  marring  the  edification  of  fouls,  by  fad 
compliances  with  the  public  defedions  of  the  day,  and 
errors  of  the  age. 

It  is  a  day  wherein  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  is  contenmed. 
The  time  has  been,  when  fome  have  thought  it  worth 
croffing  the  feas  to  enjoy  the  everlafting  gofpel :  but 
now,  that  it  is  become  fo  plenty  and  cheap,  many  are 
loth  to  cfofs  the  ftreets  to  hear  it  upon  a  week-day,  un- 
lefs  they  have  fome  other  errand,  perhaps  to  compli- 
ment a  neighbour  with  their  prefence,  at  a  baptifm  or 
a  marriage.  How  much  are  we  fouring  upon  the  gof- 
pel, and  loathing  the  hony-comb ! 
•  It  is  alfo  a  day  wherein  fome  of  the  friends  of  Chrift 
are  openly  bantered,  and  lampooned,  and  gazed  upon 
as  figns  and  wonders  ;  and  wherein  many  facred  truths 
arc  publicly  defamed  and  ridiculed ;  and  heart-enemies 
to  revealed  religion,  and  to  the  gofpel  in  its  purity,  in 
the  mean  time,  taking  occafion  utterly  to  run  down  the 
gofpel.  What  am  I  faying !  In  the  name  of  the  great 
God,  I  defy  all  the  powers  of  earth  and  hell  to  run  it 
down :  they  may  fboner  run  down  the  flowing  tide,  or 
the  fun  rifing  in  its  ftrength,  than  run  down  the  leaft  of 
the  diftates  of  eternal  truth  ;  Not  one  jot  or  title  thereof 
fhallfall  to  the  ground.  Dagon  ftiall  fall  before  the  ark ; 
and  the  rod  of  Aaron  ftiall  fwallow  up  the  rods  of  the 
magicians. 

It  is  likewife  a  day  wherein  providence  is  fliaking  both 

church  and  flate  ;   and  particularly  the  ark  muft  needs 

jlbakc,  when  they  who  catt^  \l  ^te  ^xvi!fcje.w  ^x  Vvl\v  ^xes 
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and  hammers^  and  many  are  knocking  at  all  the  four 
comers  of  it  at  once,   namely,  the  doftrinc,  worfliip, 
difcipline,  and  government,  to  get  it  broken  to  pieces, 
while  open  enemies,  (viz.  curfed  Popery  and  abjured 
Prelacy)  are  making  inroads  upon  all  corners  of  the 
land,  in  the  public  vieW  of  the  church :    fhe,   in  the 
mean  time,   unthoughtful  of  her  danger,  fcems  to  be 
doing  nothing,  but,  by  inteftine  broils,  cutting  off  her 
right-hand  with  her  left. 
^      In  a  ^vord,   it  is  a  day  wherein  that  word  feems  to 
be  made  out,  that  there  Jhall  be  /coffers^  walkings  after 
their  own  lujis :    drunkards,   whoremongers,    atheifts, 
blafphemers,  debauchees,   and  profane  fcoffers  of  the 
age,  now  have  their  day :  it  is  now  their  hour,  and  the 
power  of  darknefs.    This  is  matter  of  lamentation,  and 
deep  lamentation.    But,  however,  God  will  have  his 
day  ere  long ;  and  it  will  be  a  glorious  day  when  Chrift 
will  appear,  in  all  the  glory  and  grandeur  of  the  upper 
world,  to  the  everlafting  terror  and  confufion  of  all  his 
advcrfaries,  and  to  the  eternal  jay  and  honour  of  all  his 
friends,  who,  though  now  they  are  for  figns  and  won- 
ders, by  way  of  .reproach,   will  then  be  for  figns  and 
wonders  by  way  of  renown  ;  when  Chrift  will  prefent 
them  blamlefs  unto  his  Father,  faying,  "  Behold^  I  and 
^'  the  children  whom  thou  haji  given  me^  who,  as  they 
"  have  fuffered  with  me  in  my-  reproach  in  time,  muft 
*'  now  reign  with  me  in  my  glory  through  eternity." 

O  Sirs,  let  us  feek,  above  all  things,  to  be  on  Chrift's 
fide,  on  the  fide  ©f  truth  now,  and  on  the  ri^ht-hand 
road  to  heaven,  whatever  rubs  we  may  meet  with  by 
the  way,  fo  as  we  may  come  to  be  on  the  right-hand  of 
the  throne,  in  the  day  of  the  manifeftation  of  the  fons 
of  God- 

May  the  Lord  blefs  what  hath  been  faid ;   and  to  his 
name  be  praife. 


Vol.  I.  O  o  SER. 
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SERMON    VIL* 

The  Vanity  of  Earthly  Things  and 
IVorldly  Enjoyments. 

Ec  C  LES.  i.  2. 

Vunitj  of  vanities^  faith  the  Preacher  ;  vanity  of  vamties^ 
all  is  vanity. 

THE  words  of  a  king  are  commonly  reckoned 
very  witty :  the  words,  of  -a  wife  king,  fpeaking 
by  experience,  dcferves  fpecial  confideration  j  and 
much  more  the  words  of  a  wife  king  fpeaking^  by  di- 
vine infpiration,  deferve  the  greateft  regard,  attention, 
and  credit :  all  thefe  do  here  concur.  The  words  of 
our  text  are  the  words  of  Solomon,  king  of  Ifrael ;  the 
words  of  the  wifeft  of  mere  men ;  the.  words  of  one 
who  fpoke  from  his  own  experience ;  aftd,  moreover^ 
whp  fpoke  by  the  infpiration  of  God. 

Thcfum  of  the  difcourfe  ftands  in  thefe  twp  particu- 
lars. I.  That  the  Jj/^^W,  ^nd  chief  happinefs  oi  the 
fons  of  men,  is  not  to  be  had  in  the  creature ^  or  in  any 
worldly  thing.  And,  2.  That  it  is  only  to  be  found  in 
Cod  in  Chrijij  and  in  the  true  knowledge  of  him,  and 
gofpel  ccJnformity  of  heart  and  life  uiito  him  ;  which  he 
expreffeth  hy  fearing  Gad  and  keeping  his  commandments  ; 
which  prefuppofes  a  gofpel-ftate  of  union  to  Chrift  by 
faith,  and  communion  with  him  in  his  merit,  for  the 
juftilication  of  our  perfons ;  and  of  his  Spirit,  for  the 
fanftification  of  our  hearts  and  lives. 

The  firft  verfe  gives  us  an  account  of  the  penman  of 
this  book.  Where  we  have  a  threefold  defcription  of 
him ;  from  his  prefent  office,  his  pedigree,  and  his  roy- 
al dignity. 

*  This  Sermon  was  preached  at  Br^mhall,  January  1723. 
Thb  is  the  Second  imprcffion. 
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1.  He  is  called  the  'Preacher  ;  and  commentators  ob- 
ferve,  that  it  comes  from  a  word  that  fignifies  to  gather; 
intimating,  that  now  he  was  a  penitent  foul,  gathered 
iu  from  his  wanderings,  gathered  home  to  his  duty,  and 
come  at  length  to  himfelf ;  and  that  now  he  was  a 
preaching  foul,  gathering  in  ftraying  fouls  to  God :  fee- 
ing he  himfelf  was  reduced,  here  was  his  penitential 
fermon,  his  recantation  fermon;  wherein,  from  the 
bottom  of  his  foul,  he  fadly  laments  his  own  folly,  in 
promifmg  himfelf  fatisfafliion,  in  the  things  of  this  world, 
and  in  the  forbidden  pleafures  of  fenfe  :  which  now  he 
finds  more  bitter  than  death.  And  hence  two  things 
fliould  be  learned, 

(i.)  We  fliould  be  perfuaded  here  of  Solomon's  re- 
pentance after  his  fall.  Thofe  who  think  he  fell  totally 
and  finally,  are  not  only  refuted  by  this,  but  by  all  the  * 
arguments  which  prove  the  perfevcrance  of  the  faints, 
which  are  many  and  impregnable :  and  alfo  by  other 
arguments,  which  concern  Solomon  himfelf,  vh.  the 
name  that  he  gets,  Jedidiahj  2  Sam.  xii.  25.  which 
fignifies.  Beloved  of  the/  Lord.  Now,  whom  God  lovesy 
he  loves  to  the  end.  And  more  efpecially  the  teftimony 
of  Chrift,  that  all  the  prophets  are  in  heaven^  Luke  xiii.  28. 
Now,  Solomon  was  a  prophet ^  feeing  the  whole  fcrip- 
tures  were  penned  by  no  others  than  prophets  and  a- 
pq/ilesy  2  Pet.  i.  19,  20.  Eph.  ii.  20. 

(2.)  We  fliould  hence  learn  to  accept  of  this  book 
with  the  greater  regard.  The  fun  never  ftiines  more 
glorioufly,  than  when  it  breaks  out  of  Ibme  dark 
cloud  ;  nor  yet  the  graces  of  God's  Spirit  than  wheft"^ 
broken  forth  ou\  of  the  clouds  of  fins  and  temptati- 
ons, into  repentance.    And  thus  it  was  with  David  alfo, 

Pfai.  n. 

2.  The  penman  of  this  book  here  is  called.  The  Son 
of  David.  And  his  calling  himfelf  the  Somf  David^ 
teaches  us.  That  he  looked  upon  it  as  his  great  honour^ 
not  only  that  he  was  the  fon  of  a  Prince,  but  the  fon 
of  fo  good  a  man,  a  man  after  God^s  own  heart ;  and 
that  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  great  aggravation  of  his  fin, 
that  he  had  fuch  jffather,  who  had  given  him  fuch  good 
education,  aiid  put  up  many  prayers  iox  \i\\a» — ^^ivcv^ 

Oo  2  V\^ 
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his  calling  himfelf  the /on  of  David^  faith,  that  he  look-^ 
cd  upon  this  as  an  encouragement  to  his  repentance,  and 
a  ground  of  his  hope  of  mercy,  feeing  though  David 
fell  into  fin,  by  which  he  fhould  have  been  warned  not 
to  fin,  yet  David  repented ;  and  therein  he  took  example 
from  him,  and  found  mercy  as  he  did. — But  there  is 
more  here.  His  calling  himfelf  the  fan  of  Davids  inti- 
mates his  faith,  that  as  he  was  the  fon  of  the  promife  ;  he 
was  the  fon  of  David,  concerning  whom  God  had  laid, 
that  though  he  would  punifh  his  iniquities  with  the  rod, 
yet  he  would  not  break  his  covenant  with  him,  Plal.  Ixxxix. 
32,  33,  34.  It  was  comfortable  to  Solomon,  that  he 
was  the  fon  of  David,  both  for  the  fake  of  the  covenant 
and  the  promife  made  to  David  and  his  feed  after  him, 
a  Chron.  vii.  17,  18. — In  a  word,  he  calls  himfelf  the 
fon  of  David,  to  procure  the  more  reverence,  that  he 
was  a  Prophet,  the  Son  of  a  prophet ;  and  it  fhould 
procure  the  more  reverend  acceptance  of  the  doftrinc 
of  this  book,  for  the  penman*«  fake :  for,  though  it  is 
little  matter  what  the  pen  be,  whether  it  be  the  pen  of 
a  goofe,  or  a  fwan,  or  a  raven  ;  yet  when  God  makes 
aife  of  fuch  an  inftrumcnt,  fo  richly  adorned,  it  chal- 
lenges from  us  the  more  due  refpeft. 

3.  The  penman  of  this  book  is  here  called,  King  of 
Jfrael.  This  intimates,  that  his  fin  was  greately  aggra- 
vated, feeing  God  had  raifed  him  to  a  throne,  and  yet 
he  had  fo  ill  requited  him :  his  dignity  alfo,  in  being 
king  of  Jerufalem,  the  holy  city,  where  God*s  temple 
was,  madfe  the  ill  example  of  his  fin,  and  the  influence 
it  would  have  upon  others,  the  more  dangerous.  It 
intimates  alfo,  that  being  fuch  a  one  as  king  in  Jerufa- 
lem,  what  he  preached  and  wrote  was  to  be  the  more. 
regarded ;  for,  where  the  word  of  a  king  is,  there  is 
power.  He  thought  it  no  difparagement  to  him,  though 
he  was  a  king,  to  be  a  preacher.  If  men  of  honour 
would  lay  out  themfelves  to  do  good,  what  a  vaft  deal  of 
good  might  they  do !  Solomon  looked  as  great  in  the 
pulpit,  preaching  the  vanity  of  the  world;  as  in  his  throne 
of  ivory,  ruling  the  people. 

Here  we  may  learn,  that  God  ufes  inftruments  of  all 
forts  in  penning  the  fciipluxes -^   kinjx,  ^.^  David  and 
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Solomon;  fome  herdfmen^  as  Amos;  znd friefisj  as 
Jeremiah ;  Jljhermen^  as  fome  of  the  apoftles :  this  he 
did,  that  all  forts  might  meet  with  ftile  and  phrafe  of 
fpecch  fuitable  for  them. — We  may  learn,  that  it  is  no 
difgrace  to  any  man,  or  any  man's  children,  to  be  preach- 
ers: Solomon  and  Davidy  both  kings  and  both  pro- 
phets, are  of  the  number ;  Solomon  ftudying  to  teacb 
the  people  knowledge^  EccLxii.  9,  10.  The  Angels^  high- 
cr  than  the  higheft  man,  are  all  minijiring  fpiritSj 
Hcb.  i.  14.  Yea,  Christ,  the  Frince  of  the  kings  of 
the  earthy  was  the  great  New-Teftament  Preacher. — 
Thus  you  have  the  Penman  defcribed  in  the  title  of  the 
book }  The  words  of  the  Preacher y  thefon  of  Davidy  king 
ofljrael. 

The  fecond  verfe  lays  before  us  the  general  doHr'tne 
of  the  book ;  Vanity  of  vanities  y  faith  the  Preacher  ;  vtf- 
nify  of  vanities y  all  is  vanity.  Where,  more  particular- 
ly, we  have,  i .  The  judgment  part  upon  all  earthly  things* 
2.  The  perfon  paiiing  this  judgment. 

i/iy  To  begin  with  the  laft  of  thefe ;  we  have  the 
perfon  that  paffes  this  judgment,  that  all  is  vanity  ;  it  is 
fiud  to  be  the  Preacher.  I  told  you  already  what  was 
the  meaning  of  the  word,  viz.  one  that  is  gathered  by 
grace  to  Gody  who  had  learned,  by  his  experience,  the 
vanity  of  all  things  in  time ;  and  was  convinced,  that 
there  was  no  real  advantage  in  purfuing  after  thefe 
things.  Who  is  it  that  thus  fpcaks  lightly  of  the  world? 
Indeed,  it  is  one  who  was  a  very  competent  judge,  as 
much  as  ever  any  man  was.  Many  fpcak  contemptibly 
of  the  world,  either  becaufe  they  are  hermits,  and 
know  it  not;  or  beggars,  and  have  it  not:  But  Solo- 
mon knew  it,  and  had  enough  of  it  too ;  and  he  fpoke  of 
it  as  one  having  authority,  not  only  as  a  king,  but  as 
a  prophet  and  preacher ;  he  fpoke  in  God*s  name,  be- 
ing divinely  infpired.  And,  as  fome  think,  one  main 
thing  he  defigned,  was,  to  fliew  that  the  everlafting 
throne  and  kingdom,  which  God  had  been  lately  pro- 
miffing  to  David  and  his  feed,  (for  Chrift  was  alfo  the 
fon  of  David)  muft  be  of  another  world :  for  all  things 
in  this  world  are  ful)jeft  to  vanity ;  and  therefore  have 
not  in  them  fuScicnt  to  anfwer  the  extcivl  oi  ^-^  ^xo- 
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mife.  If  Solomon  found  all  things  to  be  vanity  ;  then 
the  kingdom  of  the  Mefliah  muft  come,  in  which  only 
we  can  inherit  fubjiance.  And,  indeed,  the  very  end 
and  defign  of  our  preaching  to  you,  concerning  the 
vanity  of  the  worlds  is  to  recommend  Cbrijl  to  you ; 
feeing,  though  you  fliould  inherit  all  things  your  heart 
can  defire  in  time,  you  do  but  inherit  pamng  ihadows 
and  vanity:  but  in  Chrift  you  will  mherit  everlaft- 
ing  and  fubftantial  goodnefs,  faith  the  Preacher, 
Prov.  vii.  21. 

Solomon  fet  the  feal  of  his  teftimony  to  the  vanity  of 
all  earthly  things,  after  the  trial  of  them :  they  that 
have  had  the  moft  trial  of  earthly  comforts,  are^moft 
ready  to  avouch,  and  moft  able  to  preach  the  vaxuty  of 
them.  Experience  is  a  divine  teftimony,  as  being  t^en 
from  the  works  of  God,  in  the  event  of  things  coming 
to  pafs  by  providence :  and  experience  is  or  great  au- 
thority with  men,  as  being  an  argument  more  fenlible, 

tod  lefs  fubjeft  to  ignorance  and  error. And  hence 

we  may  fee  the  great  difference  between  earthly  and 
heavenly  things  :  for  earthly  things  feem  good,  till  men 
get  a  trial  of  them,  and  then  they  are  found  vain,  al- 
together vain  ;  but  heavenly  things  feem  vain,  till  men 
get  a  trial  of  them,  and  then,  upon  a  fufficient  trial, 
they  are  found  to  be  excellent. 

All  is  vanity y  faith  the  Preacher.  There  is  one  that 
^raws  a  very  ftrange  inference  from  this  word,  viz* 
that  reading  is  preaching  ;  becaufe  Solomon  calls  his 
book,  though  read,  the  preacher.  But  in  anfwer  to 
this,  Solomon  doth  not  call  his  book,  but  himself,  the 
preacher. — And  again,  one  might  rather  infer  from  this, 
that  writing  is  preaching  ;  and  that  one  may  deliver  his 
fermon  by  writing.  But  that  reading  is  preachings  doth 
not  follow  from  this.  Why,  in  writings  a  minift^r 
may  and  doth  make  ufe  of  fpiritual  gifts,  requifitc  in  a 
prophet  or  preacher,  to  the  exercife  of  his  minifterial 
gifts ;  but  not  fo  in  readings  which  even  a  fchool-boy 
may  perform,  that  never  attained  any  fpiritual  gift  at 

all. Thus  much  concerning  the  perfon  paffing  this 

judgment. 

2  J/j,  We  have  the  judgment  paft  upon  all  earthly 

things^ 
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ttungSy  VANITY ;  Vanity  of  vanities,  vanity  vf  vanities^ 
all  is  vanity.  Where  obferve  three  things,  i*  The  fub^ 
jed  of  the  determination;  or  the  thing  he  paflfes  hj« 
judgment  upon,  in  the  particle  aJL  2.  The  determi^^ 
nation  itfelf,  or  the  judgment  he  pafles  upon  them,  it  is 
vanity.  3.  The  aggravation  of,  or  emphatic  manner 
wherein  he  pafles  his  judgment ;  Vanity  of  vanities^  va- 
nity of  vanities,  all  is  vanity. 

1.  The  fubje^j  or  the  thing  he  pafles  his  judgment 
on,  namely,  all  ;  viz.  all  that  is  in  the  world :  all  the 
pleafures,  all  the  profits,  all  the  honours,  all  the  pre- 
ferments, all  the  lufts  of  the  world ;  all  things  under  the 
fun  that  a  man  can  fet  his  heart  upon ;  all  worldly  em- 
ployments and  enjoyments ;  all  things  befides  God,  and 
confidered  as  abftraft  from  him. 

2.  The  judgment  he  pafles  upon  all  thefe  is,  vanity. 
The  things  of  the  world  are  either  to  be  confidered  m 
ibemfelves,  as  the  creatures  of  God,  and  fo  they  cannot 
be  called  all  vanity ;  becaufe  they  were  all  very  good, 
(hewing  forth  his  power  and  glory :  but  confider  them 

.  with  refpeft  to  men,  and  his  expefting  fatisfaSion  in 
them,  and  thus,  they  are  vanity  ;  they  will  difappoint 
them  who  feek  happinefe  in  them  \  they  are  vain :  and 
not  only  fo,  but, 

3.  Obferve  the  aggravation  of  this  judgment,  or  the. 
emphatic  manner  ofthe  preacher*s  expreflion  of  this 
matter ;  they  are  not  only  vain,  but  vanity  in  the  ab- 
ftraft ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  vanity  over  and  over  again, 
three  feveral  times  repeated :  As  if  he  had  faid.  They 
are  vanity,  vanity,  vanity  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  the 
fountain  of  vanity ;  and  therefore  called,  Vanity  of  va- 
nities  ;  and  again,  vanity  tf-  vanities  :    intimating,  the 

.  vaincft  vanities ;  vanity  in  the  higlieft  degree,  nothing 
but  vanity ;  fuch  a  vanity  as  is  the  caufc  of  a  great  deal 
'  of  vanity :  And  again,  not  only  this,  but  the  redoub- 
ling of  the  expreffion,  intimating  the  certainty  of  the 
thing,  and  with  what  a  ftrong  convidion  the  preacher 
fpoke,  what  a  deep  fcnfe  he  had  of  this  vanity  of  all 
things.  So  that  his  judgment  is  here  exaggerated^ 
I.  By  exprefling  it  in  the  concret.  Vanity.  2.  By  caX- 
ling  it,  Vanity  of  vanities.    3.  By  repeating  and  rcdoub- 
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tWs  fcntcnce.  Vanity  of  vanities^  vanity  of  vamtiet, 
4.  By  tripling  the  doftrinc  wlych  he  intended  to  make 
goody  Vanity  of  vanities^  faith  the  preacher ;  vanity  cf 
vanities^  all  is  vanity.  The  truth  of  which  dodirine  he 
proved  at  large,  by  many  cogent  arguments,  in  the  fe- 
quel  of  his  fermon  in  this  book. 

The  dodrinal  propofition  we  intend  to  illuftrate 
from  thefe  words,  thus  explained,  ihall  be  the  follow- 
ing. 

Observ.    TThat    all  earthly  enjojinents^  and  w$rldly 
things^  are  vain  and  empty. 

And  in  fpeaking  to  Solomon's  text  here,  vix.  Thi 
empttnefs  and  vanity  of  the  worlds  we  would  incline^ 
througti  divine  favour,  to  do  the  following  things. 

I.  Confider  what  it  is  in  the  world  that  is  fo  vain  and 

empty. 
n.  Enquire  what  is  imported  in  its  being  vain^  and 

vanity  itfelf ;  and  in  the  phrafe,  Vanity  of  vanities^ 

vanity  of  vanities. 
in.  Offer  fome  arguments  to  prove  the  truth  of  the 

doftrine,  viz.  that  all  is  vain  and  empty. 

IV.  Give  the  reafons  of  it,  why  it  is  fo. 

V.  Deduce  fome  inferences  for  the  application^  to 
fliew  what  improvement  we  ought  to  make  of  this 
dodrine. 

I.  We  return  to  the  firft  thing  propofed,  To  confider 
what  it  is  in  the  world  that  is  fo  vain  and  empty.  Here, 
for  preventing  all  miftakes,  and  obviating  every  wrong 
turn  of  thought,  in  the  progrefs  of  this  difcourfe,  I  would 
have  you  remember,  that  I  fpeak  not  of  the  things  of 
the  world  abfolutely  confidered  in  themfelves  ;  for  thus 
many  things  in  the  world  are  good  and  ufeful,  in  many 
refpefts,  when  ufed  according  to  God's  allowance :  but 
I  confider  the  world  here,  and  the  things  of  it,  as  wholly 
vanity,  in  the  following  refpefts. 

<     I.  Vfhtn  feparate  fro7n  God:  without  God  the  good 
things  of  the  world  are  not  feen  as  coming  from  him, 
nor  improven  for  leading  to  him  j  but  efteemed  in  them- 
felves 
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felvcs  above  God,  fo  as  men  are  lovers  thereof  more  than 
lovers  of  God.     And  fo, 

2.  When  it  is  made  a  man^s  happincfs^  or  any  part  of 
.    his  happinefs  ;  and  fo  he  makes  it  his  end,  his  fatisfac- 
,    tion,  his  reft,  his  God :  for  thus  many  make  the  world 
their  god^  their  belly  their  god. 

3*  When  oppojing  or  hindering  the  fervice  of  God  .• 
when  it  fteals  away  the  heart  from  duty ;  and  fteals  a* 
Way  the  heart  from  ordinances,  and  fo  obftrufts  the 
fervice  of  God* 

4.  When  it  furthers  and  promotes  ftn,  and  is  mactc 
the  fuel  for  feeding  and  maintaining  corrupt  lufts  and 
affcftions :  when  it  is  but  the  food  of  pride  and  ambi- 
tion, the  food  of  covetoufnefs  and  carnality,  the  food  of 
fenfuality  and  lafcivioufnefs,  or  the  Uke*  Why,  in  fuch 
refpeds  as  thefe,  the  world,  and  things  in  it,  ought  to 
be  looked  upon  as  bafe  and  contemptible  vanity :  and 
to  be  defpifcd,  oppofed,  and  fnortified. 

But  now,  if  the  queflion  be  afked.  What  is  it  in  the 
.  'world  that  is  vain  and  empty  f  Why,  faith  t!ie  Preacher, 
All  is  vanity.  This  word  comprehends  more  than  we 
can  tell ;  for  we  will  not  get  through  all  that  is  includ- 
ed in  it.  We  ftiall  name  a  few  ot  thefe  things  in  the 
world  that  are  but  vanity. 

.'  I*  All  the  profts  and  riches  of  the  world  are  vanity  ; 
He  that  loveth  filver,  Jhall  not  be  fatisfed  with  ftroer  ; 
ftor  he  that  loveth  abundance^  ivith  increafe :  this  is  aifo ' 
vanity.  When  goods  increafe y  they  are  increafed  that  eat 
them  :  and  no  good  is  to  the  owners  thereof  faving  the  be- 
holding  of  them  with  their  eyes?  Eccl.  v.  10,  11.  Let  a 
man  find  as  much  riches  as  ever  Solomon  found,  he 
cannot  find  happinefs  therein.  Where  is  it  that  fatis- 
fying  riches  are  to  be  had  ?  No  where  but  in  Chrift : 
Riches  and  honours  are  with  me  ;  yea^  durable  riches  and 
righteoufnefs^  Prov.  viii.  18.  All  the  riches  of  grace 
and  glory  are  to  be  found  in  Chrift. 
•  2.  All  the  pleafurcs  and  delights  of  the  world  are  va- 
nity ;  I feiid  in  my  hearty  Go  to  now,  I  zvill  prove  thee 
'with  mirth,  therefore  enjoy  pleafure :  and  behold  this  alfo 
is  vanity,  I  faid  of  laughter^  It  is  mad:  and  of  mirth ^ 
What  d^'th  it?  EccL  ii,  i,  2.     See  how  he  enumerates. 

Vol.  I.  P  p  lu 
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in  this  chapter,  manifold  fenfual  pleafurcs ;  and  the  up- 
fliot  of  all  is  ftill,  All  is  vanity.  No  true  plcafure  fliall 
we  ever  find  but  in  Chrift ;  WifdonCs  ways  are  pleafanU 
nefs  ;  and  all  her  paths  are  peace ^  Prov.  iii,  17. 

3*  All  the  Jjonours  and  grandeurs  of  the  world  are  va- 
nity ;  /  made  me  great  works ^  I  butlded  me  boujes^  I 
planted  me  vineyards,  I  made  me  gardens  and  orchards^ 
and  I  planted  trees  in  them  of  all  kinds  of  fruits  ;  1  made 
Pie  pools  of  water,  to  water  therewith  the  wood  that  bring- 

eth  forth  trees. 1  gathered  me  all  fdver  and  gold^  and 

the  peculiar  treafure  of  kings,  and  of  provinces  :  I  gat 
nte  men' fingers  and  women  fingers,  and  the  delights  of  the 
fons  of  men ^  as  mufical  injiruments^  and  that  of  all  forts  : 
So  I  was  great  J  and  increafed  more  than  all  the  men  that 
were  before  me  in  yerufalem ;  my  wifdom  alfo  remained 
with  me.  ^nd  whatjoever  mine  eyes  defired,  I  kept  not 
from  them  ;  I  withheld  not  my  heart  from  any  joy  ;  for  my 
heart  rejoiced  in  all  my  labour^  and  this  was  my  portion  of 
all  my  labour^  Eccl.  ii.  5, — 10.  Well,  what  was  the 
upfliot  of  all  this  worldly  grandeur  ?  Why,  it  was  all 
vanity,  ver.  11./  looked  upon  all  the  works  that  my  hands 
had  wrought ;  and,  behold!  all  was  vanity  and  vexation 
offpirit.  Where  is  true  honour  to  be  bad  ?  It  is  only 
in  Chrift  ;  Riches  and  honours  are  with  hiiiu  They  who 
get  in  to  Chrift,  they  become  kings  and  priejis  unto  their 
God  ;  and  this  is  the  honour  of  all  the  faints. 

4.  All  the  wifdom  and  policy  of  the  world  is  vanity ; 
yea,  even  the  moral  endowments  of  the  mind,  and  the 
knowledge  of  arts  and  fciences.  So  long  as  a  man  is 
deftitute  of  fpiritual  wifdom,  let  him  have  the  know- 
ledge of  all  that  is  knowable  in  time ;  let  him  have  the 
utmoft  (kill  of  mathematics,  philofophy,  aftrology,  a- 
ftronomy  ;  All  is  vanity.  Solomon  laboured  to  acquire 
wifdom,  and  aftually  attained  a  vaft  deal  of  it ;  and  we 
have  his  verdift  of  the  whole  matter :  /  gave  my  heart 
to  feek  and  fcarch  out  by  wifdom,  concerning  all  things 
that  are  dor.e  under  heaven :  I  have  feen  all  the  works  that 
are  under  the  fun  :  and,  behold  J  all  is  vanity  and  vexation 
offpirit. — And  I  gave  my  heart  to  know  wifdom;  I  per- 
ceived that  this  alfo  is  vexation  of  fpirit :  for  in  much 
wifdom  is  much  grief ;  ani  he  thai  incrcaJctA  knowledge. 
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increafeib  forrow.  Eccl.  i.  13,  14,  17,  18.  "Where  will 
a  man  get  true  wifdom  ?  Why,  it  is  in  Chrift ;  he  only 
can  xnskc  you  wife  unto  falvation^  becaufe  he  is  made 
^  God  unto  tu  wifdom^  i  Con  L  30.  In  him  are  hid  all 
the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge^  Col.  ii.  3.  So- 
lomon had  no  fmall  fhare  of  wifdom,  being  indeed  the 
wfeft  of  all  men  ;  but  he  gives  this  for  the  motto  of  all 
worldly  wifdom,  Vanity.  Well  then,  Let  not  the  wife 
man  glory  in  his  wifdom^  Jer.  ix.  23. 

5.  All  the  Jirength  and  power  of  the  world  is  vanity ; 
Let  not  thefirong  man  glory  in  his  firength.  Let  not  ei- 
thier  kings  or  fubjeds  glory  in  their  ftrength,  in  the 
ftrength  of  their  armies  or  allies.  What  fays  Solomon 
of  this  ?  The  race  is  not  to  the  fwift^  nor  the  battle  to  the  • 

Jirong^  Eccl.  ix.  1 1.  Where  is  that  to  be  had  that  de- 
fcrves  the  name  of  ftrength  ?  It  is  only  in  Chrift ;  Be 
Jlrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  mi^^ht,  Eph.  vi.  i  o. 
J  can  do  all  things  through  Chrift  ftrengthening  me.  He 
is  the  ftrength  of  Ifrael :  and  his  name  is  a  ftronji  tower 
to  which  the  righteous  run  and  are  fafe^   Prov.  xviii.  10. 

6.  All  the  beauts  and  bravery  of  the  world  is  vanity ; 
Beauty  is  vain^  faith  Solomon,  Prov.  xxxi.  30.  When 
God  with  rebukes  doth  correB  man  for  his  imquity,  he 
tnaketh  his  beauty  to  confume  as  a  moth :  furely  every  man 
is  vanity  J  Pfal.  xxxix.  11.  Solomon  was  famous  for 
the  beauty  and  bravery  of  his  court,  and  the  fplendor 
of  his  government ;  but  he  faw  all  to  be  vanity :  and 
Chrift  prefered  even  the  beauty  of  a  pile  of  grafs  to 
his  ;  for  he  faith  of  the  lillies  of  the  fcld^  that  Solomon 
and  all  his  glory  is  not  like  one  of  thefe^  Luke  xii.  27. 
Such,  indeed,  is  the  fading  beauty  of  men,  fo  much 
thought  of  by  many,  that  it  is  but  fkin  deep,  and  fades 
like  a  flower.  If  you  would  be  a  true,  fpiritual,  and 
durable  beauty,  it  is  to  be  had  in  Chrift,  whofe  Spirit 
and  grace  makes  a  man  beautiful,  and  all  glorious  with- 
iny  Pfal.  xlv.  1 3.  Thou  waft  beautiful  through  my  comeli- 
nefs  put  upon  thee^  Ezek.  xvi.  14. 

7.  All  the  righteoufnefs  2S{d  feigned  falfe  religion  of  the 
world  is  vanity.  There  is  much  unrighteous  rightepuf- 
nefs  in  the  world,  much  irreligious  rcligiou,  u\ud\ 
grzcekfs grace,  and  fafthlefs  faith  •,  E^xcefl  jour  r*ig>tc- 
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9upiefs  exceed  the  rtghteoufnefs  of  the  Scribes  and  Phari- 
fees^  faith  Chrift,  ye  can  in  no  wife  enter  into  the  king- 
'  dom  of  God,  Mat.  v.  20.    ]S either  circumcifton  nor  uncir- 
cumcijjion  availeth  any  thinjr^  but  faith  thatworketh  by  love, 
Gal.  V.  6.     And  again,  Neither  circinncifton  nor  uncif' 
C'imcijion  availeth  any  thin^^  but  a  new  creature^  Gal.  vi.  15, 
For,  Except  a  man  be  born  again  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God,  John  iii.  3,     The  natural  religion  that 
the  world  hath  is  but  vanity.     If  the  righteoufnefs  even 
of  the  godly,  be  but  filth'j  rags^  and  cannot  avail  him 
for  juftification ;    what  account  fhall  be  made  of  the 
righteoufnefs  of  thofe  who  are  yet  out  of  Chrift,  and  are 
nothing  but  mere  morahfts,  formahfts,  and  hypocrites? 
If  you  would  have  righteoufnefs,  you  muft  have  it  in 
and  from  Chrift  ;  he  is  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs^  and 
made  of  God  to  us  ivifdpm^  righteoufnefs^  and  fanilijicati^ 
en.     He  has  to  give  you  both  an  imputed  righteoufnefs, 
for  juftifying  you  \  and  ^n  imparted  righteoufnefs,  for 
fanftifying  you. 

8.  AH  xhf^  favour  2.i[A  friendfdip  of  the  world  is  vani^ 
ty  ;  Favour  is  deceitful^  Prov.  xxxi.  30.  They  who  put 
confidence  in  the  favour  and  fricndfliip  of  men,  they 
will  find  themfelves  deceived  :  therefore,  faith  the  pro- 
phet Micah,  Truft  ye  not  in  a  friend ;  put  ye  no  cmifi- 
dence  in  a  guide :  the  heft  of  them  is  as  a  brier  ;  the  mofl 
vprtght  is  ftmrper  than  a  thorn  hedge^  Mic.  vii.  4,  5. 
Where  will  you  get  a  true  friend  ?  O  feek  to  have  Chrift 
to  be  your  friend  :  He  is  a  friend  ihatjiicketh  clofer  than 
a  brother.  His  friendfliip  doth  not  vary  like  thofe 
friends  that  love  you  to-day,  and  hate  you  to-morrow. 

9.  All  the  fajhions  and  cufloms  of  the  world  are  vani- 
ty \  thty  whirl  about  like  the  wind^  as  Solomon  fpeaks, 
Eccl.  i.  6. ;  and  the  vain  eye  is  never  fatisfed  with  feeing 
ihcm^  ver.  8.  There  are  many  vain  falhions  of  bodily 
geftures,  vain  faftiions  of  apparel,  vain  artifices  of  the 
w^orld ;  whereof,  and  of  all  other  worldly  vices,  the 
apoftic  faith.  Be  not  conformed  to  this  world ;  but  be  ye 
transformed  by  the  rene^vin^  of  your  mtnds,  Rom.  xii.  2. 
The  beft  fafliion  and  conformity  that  ever  a  foul  ftudied, 
is  conformity  to  the  Son  6i  God :  this  ftudy  would  be 

U^  evidence  of  dedioiv  itom  tXtrcsxt^  \   Whom  he  did 
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foreknow,  them  he  did  fredejlinate  to  be  conformed  to  the 
image  of  his  Son.  Rom.  viii.  29.  Whereas  all  other  faflii- 
ons,  and  fond  ftudying  of  conformity  to  the  world,  is 
but  a  mark  of  vanity, 

10*  All  xht  great  and  mean  men  of  the  world  are  va- 
nity :  this  Solomon  fliews  in  this  book  when  he  is  prov- 
ing that  all  is  vanity.  And  his  Father  David  faith  it  ex- 
prefly  ;  Surely  men  of  low  degree  are  vanity  ;  and  men  of 
kigh  degree  are  a  lye  :  to  be  latd  in  the  balance^  they  are 
altogether  lighter  than  vanity,  Pfal.  Ixii.  9.  Here  the 
prince  in  his  robes,  and  the  peafant  in  his  rags,  are 
both  declared  to  be  vanity.  Surely  every  man^  in  bis 
beft  ejlate^  is  altogether  vanity,  Pfal.  xxxix.  1 1 .  What 
is  man  to  be  accounted  of  ?  A  piece  of  rotten  duft.  In 
wifdom  they  are  vain  ;  The  Lord  knoweth  the  thoughts  of 
the  wijej  that  they  are  vein,  i  Cor.  iii.  20.  In  power 
they  are  vain  ;  therefore  faith  the  Lord,  Cur  fed  is  the 
man  that  trujleth  in  man,  and  makethflejh  his  arm,  Jer.  xvi.  5. 
In  comfort  they  are  vain ;  They  comfort  in  vain^  Zech.  x.  2. 
Let  us  never  expeft  in  man,  what  is  not  to  be  had  in 
him :  it  is  only  in  the  God-man,  Jefus  Chrift,  that  we 
ought  to  place  our  confidence,  and  expeft  our  comfort : 
The  true  circumcijion  rejoice  only  in  Chriji  Jejus,  and 
have  no  confidence  in  the  flejh,  Phil.  iii.  3. 

In  a  word,  all  thefe  things  together  are  but  vanity ;  fa- 
ttsfaftion  is  not  to  be  had  therein :  /  hav^  feen  all  the 
works  that  are  under  the  fun  ;  and,  behold!  all  ^^  vanity, 
Eccl.  iv.  4.  The  apoftle  gives  a  fum  of  all  the  things 
in  the  world,  and  writes  vanity  upon  them ;  ^11  that  is  in 
the  world,  the  lufls  oftheflefh,  the  lujis  of  the ^  eye,  and  the 
fride  of  life^  is  not  of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world  ; 
and  the  world  paffeth  away,  and  the  lufls  thereof  i  John 
ii.  16,  17.     All  thefe  things  are  vanity. 

II.  The  fecond  thing  propofed  was.  To  enquire  wjiat 
is  imported  in  its  being  called  vain  ;  nay,  vanity  itfelf: 
All  is  vanity.  And  to  enquire  into  the  cmphafis  of  the 
phrafe.  Vanity  of  vanities^  vanity  of  vanities. 

\fi^  As  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  viz.  what  is  imported  in  its 
being  called  Vanity;  All  is  vanity.  It  imports,  among 
Others^  thefe  eight  :following  things. 
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1 .  Vanity  here  imports  the  unprofitablenefs  of  all  things ; 
What  profit  bath  a  man  thereof?  Eccl.  i.  3.  And  to  Uiis 
purpofe,  faith  Chrift,  What  Jbali  it  profit  a  man.  though 
he  had  the  whole  ivorld,  if  he  loofe  his  own  joulf  MatUi. 
xvi,  26.  Treafurcs  of  wickednefs  profiteth  nothing. 
The  world  is  an  ufelefs  thing  to  the  foul ;  it  cannot  fiive 
the  foul  from  hell :  The  redemption  of  the  foul  is  precious^ 
and  ceafeth  forever,  for  any  thing  that  either  the  world, 
or  the  things  of  the  world  can  do  for  its  recovery, 
Pfal.  xlix.  8.  As  to  the  world,  it  cannot  deliver  a  man 
firom  the  fentence  that  (hall  pafs  at  the  great  day ;  it  will 
rather  aggravate  the  mifery. 

2.  All  is  vanity ;  the  word  imports  emptinefs :  Vain; 
that  is,  void  of  fubftance,  worth,  and  fufficiency.  Thus 
the  words  of  Rabfliakah  are  faid  to  be  vain  words^  Ifa. 
xxxi.  5. ;  that  is,  empty^  having  nothing  but  wind  in 
them :  even,  fo,  the  world  is  vainy  i.  e.  empty  ;  it  pro- 
inifes  great  things,  but  performeth  nothing :  like  the 
God  of  this  world  that  faid  to  Chrift,  ^11  theje  things 
noill  I  give  theej  if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and  worjhtp 
tne,  Mat.  iv.  9.  The  world  promifes  much,  and  boafts 
much ;  but  yet  can  give  nothing,  and  do  nothing. 

3.  All  is  vanity  ;  the  word  imports  hurtfulnefs^  while 
they  make  the  heart  more  and  more  vain ;  and  draw 
the  aftcftions  away  from  God,  and  heavenly  things. 
They  are  hurtful ;  like  a  man  lying  down  to  reft  upon 
a  bed  of  thorns  and  briars  :  he  fhall  never  find  the  reft 
there  that  he  would  be  at. 

4.  All  is  vanity  ;  the  word  imports  unfatisfailorinefs  ; 
Eccl.  i.  8.  The  eye  is  not  fatisfied  with  feeing,  nor  the 
ear  with  hearing.  As  there  is  no  true  profit,  fo  no  true 
comfort  therein,  abftradk  from  God.  It  is  but  a  vain 
comfort  that  men  have  in  that  which  is  but  vainty. 

5.  All  is  vanity  ;  the  word  imiports  faljhood znd  lying; 
Pfal.  iv.  2.  Oyefons  of  men.  how  long  will  ye  love  vani* 
ty.  and  follow  ajter  leafing?  And  hence  the  things  of 
the  world  are  called  lying  vanities  ;  7hey  that  obferve 
lying  vanities^  forfake  their  own  mercy ^  Jonah  ii.  8.  The 
world  feems  to  be  fomething  ;  but  it  is  a  lye  :  it  is  not 
what  it  appears  to  be. 

6.  All  is  vanity ;  the  word  vcv^t\%  fruftration  and 

dijaf  jomtmeTit  •, 
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Mfappointment ;  Jam.  \.  26.  If  any  manfeem  to  be  reli^* 
ousj  and  bridleth  not  his  tongue^  that  marCs  religion  is  vain  ; 
that  is,  he  will  be  difappointed;  he  deceiveth  himfelf. 
Thus  the  world  is  a  cheat  and  a  deceiver. 

7.  All  is  vanity  ;  the  word  imports  yi>//y;  Jobxi.  12.^ 
Vain  man  would  be  wije^  though  he  be  born  like  the  wild 
afs^s  colt.  All  is  vanity,  all  is  folly.  He  that  followetb 
vain  perfons^  is  void  of  underjlanding. 

8.  All  is  vanity  ;  it  imports  frailty  and  inconjijlency  ; 
vanifhing  away  as  fmoke  :  "The  world  pajfeth  away^  and 
the  lujis  thereof^  i  John  ii.  17;  Allflefh  is  grafs  ;  and  all 
the  gpodnefs  thereof  as  a  flower  of  the  field :  the  graft 
wither  eth  and  the  flower  fadeth  ;  furely  the  people  is  grafs, 
Ifa.  xl.  6, —  9. 

idly  J  We  propofed  next  to  enquire  into  the  emphqfis 
of  the  phrafe,  Fanity  ofvarjities^  vanity  of  vanities.  Why, 
this  phrafe,  and  the  repetition  of  it,  imports  thefe  fix 
things. 

1.  The  excefftvenefs  of  the  vanity  of  thefe  worldly 
things.  Vanity  implies,  that  they  are  not  only  vain^  but 
exceedingly  vain  ;  as  vain  as  vanity  itfelf.  Vanity  ofvani-^ 
ties  is,  in  the  Hebrew,  a  fuperlative  form  of  fpeech, 
to  fet  forth  the  higheft  vanity :  as  the  ^ong  offongs  ;  i.  e. 
the  moft  excellent  fong :  the  King  of  kings  ;  i.  e.  the  mo/l 
excellent  king.  So,  Vanity  of  vanity  ;  i.  e.  the  greatefl 
canity. 

2.  It  imports  the  multitude  and  variety  of  vanities  that 
are  heaped  up  in  earthly  things ;  as  Sampfon  fpeaks  in 
another  cafe,  Heaps  upon  heaps ^  Judges  xv.  16.  There 
are  vanities  upon  vanities ;  one  heap  upon  the  top  of 
another. 

3.  It  imports  the  ftrangenefs  of  thefe  vanities ;  he 
fpeaks  by  way  oi  admiration y  to  fhew  the  wonderful  and 
ftrange  vanity  of  thefe  things ;  0  vanity  of  vanities  !  He 
breaketh  forth  into  this  exclamation. 

4.  It  importeth  the  inexpreffablenefs  of  it ;  it  cannot 
be  uttered  with  words :  and  therefore  the  fame  words 
muft  be  uttered  again  and  again ;  to  fliew  what  we  can- 
not fufficiently  comprehend,  or  exprefs,  the  vanity  of 
things  below. 

5.  It  imports  the  fertility  of  thefe  yamtieso£t\vti.^oxVi\ 
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one  vanity  begets  another:  one  piece  of  vanity  brings 
on  another ;  therefore  called,  Vanity  of  'vanities  :  fuch* 
vanity  as  is  the  caufe  of  other  Vanities. 

6.  It  imports  the  certainty  of  the  vanity  of  worldly 
things,  and  what  imprcflion  it  fhould  have  upon  us, 
when  vanity  is  five  times  repeated  in  this  one  fliort  text : 
thefe  repeated  ftrokes  fhould  make  impreffion  upon  us, 
to  affefl:  us  with  the  certainty  of  the  tiling.  Surely  all  is 
vanity. 

III.  We  proceed  to  the  third  thing  propofed,  viz*  To 
offer  fome  arguments  to  prove  that  all  is  vain  and  empty  ; 
or  to  prove  the  vanity  and  emptincfs  of  the  world. 

1 .  The  world  is  treacherous  ;  it  betrays  both  the  hopes 
and  the  fouls  of  men  at  once.  How  big  is  man  with  <px- 
pe6lations  of  remote  diftant  enjoyments !  Like  a  man 
looking  at  a  pifture,  or  ftatue,  at  a  diftance ;  but  com- 
ing near  to  it,  and  taking  a  clofe  view,  he  fees  it  but  a 
cheat,  a  dead  lifelefs  thing :  fo,  when  a  man  comes 
to  the  enjoyment  of  the  world,  he  falls  infinitely  fhort 
of  his  expectations.  Like  children  that  think  the  cloud 
is  juft  touching  fuch  a  hiil,  and  if  they  were  at  it,  they 
would  be  juft  in  the  cloud ;  and  when  they  go  there, 
they  find  the  cloud  removed  away  to  another  hill. — Yea, 
the  world  betrays  the  foul^  as  well  as  the  hopes  ;  it  be- 
trays a  man's  foul  to  ruin  :  like  fweet  poifon,  that  goes 
down  pleafantly,  but  kills  prefently.  The  filken  cords 
of  the  world  have  tiiken  away  a  prifoner  ;  and  they  have 
proven  tlieir  fetters,  which  they  could  never  break  again. 
As  Judas  faid  of  our  blcffcd  Lord,  JVhomfoevcr  I  kifs^ 
take  him  ;  hold  himfajl :  So  the  world,  being  the  devil's 
agent,  fays,  *'  Whomfoever  I  kifs  and  embrace,  and 
''  embraceth  me  mutually,  and  fettcth  his  heart  upon 
*'  me  ;  take  him,  hold  him  faft."  So  the  creature  betrays 
the  foul  as  well  as  the  hope  of  the  man. 

2.  The  world  is  vanity,  becaufe  it  is  vexatious  ;  for, 
Jll  is  vanity  and  vexativi  of  fpirit,  Ecd.  i.  14.  You 
cannot  grafp  the  thorn  of  this  world  but  you  muft  be 
hurt. — The  world  is  vexation  in  the  purchafe  of  it.  A 
man  fpcnds  night  and  day  for  a  conqueft :  he  fits  up 
late  and  rifes  early  •,  fets  his  irivention  upon  the  rack 
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how  to  conquer  fuch  a  fortune,  how  to  make  fuch  a  pur- 
chafe. — The  world  is  vexation  in  the  pojfejfton  of  it : 
when  a  man, hath  it,  what  cares,  what  fears,  what  fo- 
licitude  about  the  keeping  of  it !  He  knows  not  how  to 
fccure  it.  If  but  a  tyle  or  flate  falls  oflF  his  houfe,  he 
thinks  the  whole  fabric  will  be  down  next.  If  he  takes 
but  a  penny  out  of  a  large  fum,  he  thinks  it  will  melt 
and  diminilh  away  to  nothing.  He  is  vext  in  keeping 
it. — And  again,  the  world  is  vexation  in  the  lofs  of  it. 
When  the  man  lofes  it,  he  cries,'  "  Alas  !  they  have  td- 
**  ken  away  my  gods^  and  what  have  I  more  ?  My  hope 
**  is  ffone,  my  all  is  gone,  my  portion  is  gone.'* 

3.  The  vanity  and  emptinefs  of  the  world  appears  in  this, 
that  a  little  crofs  will  imbitter  all  the  pleafures  and  enjoy- 
ments of  time.  Solomon  faith,  That  the  dead  fly  makes 
all  the  box  of  the  apothecary'' s  ointment  to  flink,  Eccl.  x.  i. 
So  the  whole  box  of  the  world's  greateft  enjoyments, 
one  finall  crofs,  fuch  as  a  tooth-ach,  a  touch  of  the 
ftone,  of  the  cholic  or  gout,  will  imbitter  all,  and  make 
all  to  ftink.  We  have  an  eminent  inftance  of  this  in  Ha- 
nian,  Efther  v.  11,  13.  If  any  man  in  the  world  might 
have  promifed  himfelf  fatisfadion  from  the  world,  Ha- 
man  now  might  have  done  it ;  he  was  railed  from  a  low 
degree  to  the  higheft  pinacle  and  dignity  of  a  fubjcil ; 
being  the  chief  minifter  of  ftate  to  one  of  the  greateft 
kings  on  earth.    If  a  man  be  born  to  a  great  eftate,  it 
turns,  as  it  were,  natural  to  him ;  it  never  increafcs, 
never  elevates  him :  but  promotion  from  a  low  eilate 
to  an  high,  doth  enhance  the  value  of  the  eftate,   and 
gives  a  relifli  to  the  enjoyment,  if  we  may  fpeak  fo. 
Well,    Haman  had   all    riches ;   he  had    a   numerous 
family,  plenty  of  children ;  he  was  the  greateft  favourite 
of  the  king,   and  reckoned  himfelf  a  favourite  of  th^ 
queen  alfo  ;  and  yet  all  this  dvails  me  nothings  faith  he  : 
Why  ?  what  is  the  bufincfs,  man  ?  What  hath  poifoned 
your  box  of  ointment  ?  There  is  a  wretched  Jew,  laith 
he,  an  ill-natured,  ill-mannered  fellow,  that  will  not 
give  me  a  hat,  when  I  go  in  to  the  court,  and  come  out 
,  again.  And  that  marred  all  his  happinefs,  becaufe  a  poor 
man  would  not  yield  him  obeifance.    A  little  crofs  will 
imbitter  the  greateft  enjoyments.    ' 

Vol.  L  Q^^  ^\^ 
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4.  The  world's  emptinefs  and  vanity  appears  in  this, 
that  it  is  fo  changeable^  and  of  fuch  -^Jhort  duration.  It  is 
compared  in  fcripture  to  the  motion  of  an  eagle  ;  Richei 
take  wings,  they  fly  away  as  an  eagle  toward  heaveny  Prov. 
xxiii.  5.  When  they  fly  away,  they  will  not  fly  like  a 
tamed  bird,  to  return  to  you  again  ;  they  go  away  like 
an  eagle  out  of  figlit.  Many  a  man  thinks,  by  his  good 
rights  and  fecuriry,  by  his  heritable  bonds,  and  the 
like,  he  will  clip  the  wings  of  the  world,  that  it  (hall 
no^  fly  away  from  him  :  but  for  all  that^  it  will  take  the 
wings  of  the  mornings  whofe  wings  cannot  be  dipt.  The 
world  is  compared  to  the  moon^  Rev.  xii.  i.  which  is 
fometimes  full,  and  fliining  brightly ;  but  inftantly  it 
changes  again.  Men  are  ready  to  fay,  in  a  worldly  fenfe, 
as  David  in  a  fpiritual.  My  mountain  Jlandeth  Jlrong ; 
and,  behold !  inllead  of  health  we  have  ficknefs ;  in- 
ftead  of  reputation,  we  have  difgrace ;  inftead  of  eafc 
we  will  have  pain  ;  inftead  of  riches,  we  have  poverty. 

5.  The  vanity  and  emptinefs  of  the  world  appears 
in  this,  that  it  v/ill  never  be  of  fervice  to  you  in  a  day 
of  need.  Are  you  in  ficknefs  ?  all  the  riches  of  the 
world  will  not  heal  you  ;  it  will  not  cure  you  of  a  gout 
or  a  gravel :  make  an  experiment  of  it,  lay  your  head 
on  a  pillow  of  gold,  fee  if  that  will  make  you  flcep  found. 
Nay.  all  the  enjoyments  of  time  will  not  eafe  you  of  the 
pain  of  a  choiic.  And  then,  in  the  day  of  death,  when 
death  fays,  "  I  am  coming  ;  I  am  at  the  door ;  the  tri- 
"  bunal  is  fixing  to  judge  you :''  what  will  the  world 
avail  you  1  Nay,  it  cannot  fecure  you  from  the  wrath  of 
God,  from  a  hell,  fi*om  a  tribunal. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  propofcd  in  the  general  method, 
was,  To  give  fome  reafons  of  the  vanity  and  emptinefs 
of  the  world,  and  unfatisfaftorinefs  thereof.     Why, 

I.  God  alone  is  the  centre  of  a  man's  foul  ;  Chrifl: 
alone  is  the  bread  of  life,  the  folid  food  of  the  foul. 
God  is  the  centre  of  the  intellccilual  world,  the  centre 
of  fpirits  ;  and  no  reft  iliall  fpirits,  fouls,  have  till  they 
centre  in  him  ;  and  the  foul  that  never  centres  in  him, 
Piia]]  never  find  reft  to  ^eternity.  Every  body  hath  its 
centre^  the  ftone  goes  do^NVvsw^x^^  '3lW<Jl  \iv^  fire  goes 
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upward.     Every  body  is,  as   it  were,  in  motion,   or 
hath  a  tendency  to  motion,  if  obftacles  were  out  of 
the  way,  till  it  comes  to  its  centre :  now,  God  alone 
being  the  centre  of  the  foul,  the  creature  can  never 
give  reft  to  the  foul ;  the  foul  is  ftill  in  difquiet,  till 
It  come  to  a  God  in  Chrift,  which  is  the  true  reft ; 
Return  to  thy  reji^  0  myfoul^  Pfal.  cxvi.  7.     The  cove- 
tous man,  if  he  has  riches,  will  fay,  Return  to  thy  rejty 
^  my  foul;  Soulj  thou  hajl  goods  laid  up  for  many  years. 
But  he  was  miftaken  of  his  centre  ;  for  he  had  no  reft 
at  all :  he  was  difinherited  that  night,  and  fent  out  the 
*  world.  No  quarters  for  the  foul  in  the  creature  ;  there 
is  no  fuitablenefs  to  the  foul  in  the  creature.  Why  ? 
The  foul  is  a  fpirit ;  the  creature  is  a  body :  the  foul 
hath  vaft  infinite  defires  ;  the  creature  is  finite  :  the  foul 
is  eternal  and  immortal ;  the  creature  is  but  of  yefter- 
day,  and  perifheth  to-morrow :  and  fo  there  is  no  fuit-  , 
ablenefs  between  the  foul  and  the  creature.     It  is  only 
between  God  and  the  foul  that  there  is  a  fuitablenefs ; 
sgid  therefore  the  creature  is  empty  and  vain,  and  can- 
not fatisfy  the  vaft  and  immenfe  defires  of  the  immortal 
foul.     But  then, 

2.  There  is  the  ciirfe  upon  the  creature,  a  manifold 
curfe  J  a  curfe  by  Adam's  fall,  a  curfe  after  Cain's  mur- 
der, a  curfe  after  the  deludge :  a  curfe  upon  every  en- 
joyment of  every  wicked  man  ;  He  is  curfed  in  his  ba/Icct 
andhisjiore;  curfed  in  his  children,  curfed  in  his  table, 
curfed  in  all  his  comforts.  How  then  can  the  creature, 
and  worldly  things,  be  any  other  than  vanity  and  empti- 
nefs  to  us,  feeing  the  curfe  is  lying  upon  them  fince 
the  fall !  Gen.  iii.  17. 

3.  All  is  vanity,  becaufe  of  the  end  for  which  God 
made  them ;  they  were  made  for  us,  not  we  for  them. 
The  Lord  never  defigned  the  things  of  the  world  for 
the  ufe  that  men  would  turn  them  to,  namely,  to  be  a 
god,  a  portion,  a.happinefs  to  them:  and  therefore 
they  ftiall  never  find  an  happinefs  in  them.     And  fo, 

4..  Becaufe  they  feek  happinefs  in  the  creature,  there- 
fore they  fliall  never  find  it  in  the  creature :  becaufe 
they  put  confidence  in  it,  therefore  God  will  blaft  that 
confidence  j  The  Lord  hath  rejeded  th^  cori/idenccs  *,  ll^ou 
■q^q  2  i^cL\t 
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Jhalt  notprofper  in  them^  Jer.  ii.  37.  Since  the  fall,  man^s 
corruption  makes  him  promife  more  from  the  creature, 
truft  more  to  it,  and  delight  more  in  it  than  before  :  the 
virtue  of  the  creature  is  on  the  weaning  and  decaying 
hand,  yet  man's  expeftation  from  it  is  on  the  waxing 
and  growing  hand.  How  then  can  there  be  any  thing 
but  difappointment  and  emptinefs  ? 

5.  No  wonder  then  that  it  is  vain,  empty,  and  unfa- 
tisfaftory,  feeing  the  world  is  the  great  occafton  of  fin, 
and  the  fewel  of  luft.  Many  corruptions  are  ftarved  till 
the  world  minifter,  to  their  fupport :  and  it  is  the  root  of 
manifold  fins ;  T^he  love  of  money ^  the  love  of  the  world, 
is  the  root  of  all  evil.  It  is  the  root  of  damnable  negleS  of 
the  gofpel ;  One  went  to  his  farm^  another  to  his  merchant 
dife^  and  made  light  of  the  gofpel  offer ^  Matth.  xxii.  5.  It 
is  the  root  of  heart-wandering  from  the  Lord,  and  en* 
niity  againft  God  ;  T^he  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft 
God,  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is 
rot  in  him.  It  is  the  root  oi  unfruitfulnefs  under  the  means 
of  grace  :  T!he  thorns  of  this  world  choke  the  good  feed  of 
the  word.  It  is  the  root  of  woful  apojiacy  from  the  Lord; 
Dc?nas  had  forfaken  me^  having  loved  thisprefent  worlds 

V.  The  lafl:  thing  propofed  in  the  method,  was  the 
ap^Ucatioh  of  the  fubjefl: ;  which  we  fliall  eflay  in  an  ufc 
of  information,  reproof,  lamentation,  examination,  and 
trial :  and  in  the  whole  ftudy  all  brevity. 

Ufe  I.  The  firft  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  doftrinc 
then,  is  for  information.  Is  it  fo.  That  all  earthly  things^ 
and  worldly  enjoyments^  are  vain  and  empty  ?  Then  we 
may  hence  fee, 

I .  The  folly  of  mankind,  in  placing  their  happinefe 
where  it  never  was.  Men  would  have  happinefs  :  Tbut 
the  general  error  is,  they  imagine  the  creature  can  give 
it ;  and  therefore  they  purfue  pleafure,  and  court  ho- 
nours, and  hoard  up  riches,  thinking  their  happinefs 
lies  there  :  but  they  are  feeking  the  living  among  the  dead  ; 
they  are  feeking  hot  water  among  cold  ice,  who  feek 
happinefs  among  the  creatures.  Alas !  what  a  woful 
exch'ringe  do  they  make,  who  fell  their  fouls  commit 
fui,  for  any  earthly  benefit,  which  is  but  vanity  !  Jonah 


Se  R  M .  VII.        and  Worldly  Enjoyment.  309 

ii.  8.  They  who  obferve  lying  vanities^  forfake  their  own 
mercy.   Temptations  from  earthly  things  may  draw  on 
Jin  like  cart-ropes  ;  but  they  are  cart-ropes  of  vanity^  Ua. 
V.  8. 

2.  See  what  a  great  change  fin  hath  made  in  the  world ; 
it  doth,  as  it  were,  blaft  the  virtue  and  beauty  of  the 
creature.  The  time  was  before  fin  entered,  when  God 
faw  all  the  creatures  to  be  very  good.  Gen.  i.  31.  Now, 
after  fin  hath  blown  upon  them,  he  looks  upon  them  a- ' 
gain ;  and,  lo !  all  is  vanity.  Such  a  change  will  fin 
make  in  us,  and  in  our  counfels  and  courfes,  if  it  be 
not  removed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift. 

3.  See  what  little  reafon  they  have  to  envy  the  wicked 
of  their  portion  :  they  have  all  their  portion  in  this  worlds 
Pfal.  xvii.  14.  What  a  portion  muft  it  be,  when  it  is 
but  a  fowing  of  vanity,  and  a  reaping  lies  !  All  is  vani' 
ty  and  vexation  of  fpirit.  Why  fliould  a  godly  man 
grudge  when  he  fees  the  profperity  of  the  wicked,  fee- 
ing it  is  all  their  portion  ?  A  godly  man  may  have  a 
portion  in  the  world  ;  but  he  never  hath  this  world  for 
a  portion  ;  no  :  The  lines  are  fallen  to  him  in  more  plea- 
font  places  ;  be  hath  a  goodly  heritage  :  The  Lord  is  the 
portion  of  his  foul. 

4.  Sec  that  the  godly  are  no  lofers^  though  they 
ihbuld  lofe  all  things  in  the  world  for  Chrift's  fake. 
What  makes  them  venture  the  lofs  of  all  for  the  caufe 
and  intereft  of  Chrift  ?  Why,  they  know  Chrift  to  be 
all,  and  the  world  nothing  but  vanity.  They  may  eafi- 
ly  forfake  all  things,  and  follow  Chrift ;  for  they  lofe 
but  vanity,  and  reap  folid  comfort,  folid  happinefs.  We 
fee  this  abundantly  clear  from  Mark  x.  29,  30.  Jefits 
faidj  There  is  no  man  that  hath  left  hoife^  or  brethren,  or 
fijlers^  or  father^  or  mother^  or  wife,  or  children,  or  lands, 
for  my  fake  andthe  gofpeVsy  hut  hefhall  receive  an  hundred 
fold  now  in  this  time,  houfes,  and  brethren,  and  fiflers,  and 
mothers,  and  children,  and  lands,  zuith  perfecutions  ;  and 
in  the  zvorld  to  come  eternal  life.  This  feems  to  be  a  con- 
tradiftion  :  but  though  they  lofe  their  houfes  and  lands^ 
&c.  yet  they  ftiall  reap  them  eqtdvolcntly  ;  yea,  what  is 
more  than  the  equivolent ;  they  reap  true  comfort  here, 
and  true  happinefs  hereafter :  fo  that  their  Ug^fcl  a^liS^or.s 
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work  for  them,  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
rf glory, 

Ufc  2.  The  next  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  dodrine, 
is  for  reproof.  Since,  all  things  here  are  but  'vanityj 
this  doSrinc  reproves  thefe  that  fet  their  hearts  upon  va- 
nityy  upon  the  worldy  fo  as  to  forget  God,  and  Chrift, 
and  religion,  and  their  fouls :  O  my  dear  friends,  Wbat 
will  it  profit  a  man^  though  be  gain  the  whole  world j  if  be 
hfe  his  own  foul?  All  is  but  wind  a^d  vanity  that  the 
vorld  can  afford.  What  will  become  of  the  worldling 
in  the  day  of  death,  when  they  muft  part  with  thefe 
things  ?-What  a  miferable  parting  muft  it  be,  if  you  have 
no  other  thing  for  your  happinefs !  I  mean  not  to  per- 
fuade  men  to  a  voluntary  poverty ;  fo  the  church  of 
Rome  make  fome  of  her  votaries  fwear  to  be  beggars 
all  their  life  time ;  and  they  have  gone,  and  abftraded 
from  all  fecular  affairs,  under  pretence  of  employing 
themfelves  wholly  in  devotion  :  and  yet  many  of  Uiem 
are  fo  ignorant,  that  thy  know  nothing  at  all  of  religi- 
on. I  have  read  of  one  who  lived  always  in  a  moun- 
tain, and  was  appointed  to  fpend  his  whole  time  in  re- 
ligion :  and  he  told  that  he  cried  to  God,  and  faid  his 
Pater-Najhr  all  the  day,  over  and'over,  and  over  again-, 
to  the  Virgin  Mary :  juft  a  horrible  blunder  in  religion, 
a  damnable  delufion,  that  no  man,  in  his  wits,  could  he 
guilty  of.  They  think,  that  by  turning  to  a  folitary 
defart,  and  abftraft  life,  they  may  overcome  the  world: 
but  as  Luther  faith  well  concerning  it,  "  A  monk  in 
*^  his  clofct  fays,  he  thinks  he  is  crucified  to  the  world, 
*'  and  the  world  to  him ;  but,  alas !  poor  wretch^ 
*'  he  is  crucified  to  Chrift,  and  Chrift  is  a  ftrangcr  lp 
«  him.'* 

But,  Sirs,  the  thing  that  we  are  reproving  is,  that 
the  world  gets  fo  much  of  your  heart,  and  God  fo  little. 
The  creature  fhould  have  but  a  fmall  portion  of  your 
affcdions,  if  it  be  not  the  creature,  but  God,  that  is 
your  portion.  But,  alas !  many  are  like  the  great 
man^  that,  being  afked  if  ever  he  few  an  eclipfe  of  the 
fun,  faid,  "  He  had  fo  much  adoe  upon  earth,  he  never 
bad  time  to  look  up  to  bie^vcu.'*    luft  fo  may  it  be  laid 

of 
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of  multitudes  in  the  world,  they  are  fo  much  taken  up 
with  the  things  of  time,  the  vain  and  perilhing  things 
of  the  world,  they  never  get  time  to  look  up  unto,  and 
call  upon  God.  Therefore  we  have  reafon  to  bewail 
the  mattcn 

life  3.  Let  our  next  ufe  then  be  for  lamentatiorij  that 
notwithftanding  of  the  vanity  of  the  world,  yet  many 
difcover  themfelves  to  be  ivholly  dejlitute  of  religion,  by 
their  inordinate  dcfire  after  the  world.  For  clearing 
this,  I  would  fliew  you,  i.  What  fort  of  a  defire  the 
wicked  have  after  the  world.  2.  Prove  and  make  it 
evident,  that  their  defires  are  after  thefe  vanities, 
3.  Shew  whence  it  is.  4.  Point  out  the  evil  of  it. 
And  in  all  thefe  we  will  fee  much  ground  of  lamenta- 
tion. 

(]i.3  What yjr/ of  a  defire  is  it  that  the  wicked  have 
after  the  world.  Here  we  ftiall  condefcend  on  a  four- 
fold defire  they  difcover  themfelves  to  have  after  the 
world. 

1.  It  is  an  original  defire ;  they  are  born  with  a  world 
in  their  heart :  any  thing  in  the  world  is  better  to  them, 
than  God,  or  Chrifl:.  Had  we  continued  in  our  origi- 
nal, primitive  integrity,  the  firft:  words  of  the  infant  would 
have  been,  the  praifes  of  God ;  the  firft  breathings  would 
have  been  after  communion  with  God :  but  now  they 
arc  after  the  world,  and  earthly  things,  which  gratify 
the  outward  fenfes. 

2.  It  is  univerfal,  after  any  thing  that  is  in  the 
world  ;  Who  will  Jhew  us  any  good?  The  beggar,  who 
wants  grace,  before  he  make  God  his  portion,  he 
will  ratner  make  his  ftaff  or  his  meal-pock  his  portion  \ 
as  well  as  the  king  his  crown,  or  kingdom  :  Who  will 

fhew  us  any  good?  any  good  whatfoever,  Pfal.  iv.  6. 

3.  It  is  ?iJirong  and  violent  defire  they  have  after  the 
world  :  notwithftanding  all  the  experience  they  have  of 
the  emptinefs  and  vanity  of  the  world  ;  yet  they  pant 
after  the  duft  of  the  earth.  If  a  man  was  panting  for 
breath,  he  would  pant  after  the  free  air :  but  to  pant 
after  the  duft,  that  ftops  the  breath,  that  is  very 
ftrange ! 
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4m  It  18  a  growing  defire  that  the  wicked  hav^  after 
the  world :  the  more  they  drink,  the  more  their  thirft 
increafes.  O,  faith  the  man,  if  I  had  a  hundred  pound 
a  year,  I  would  live  on  it.  Well,  perhaps  he  gets  it. 
Is  ne  now  pleafed  and  fatisfied  ?  No.  O,  if  I  had  a  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year,  I  could  be  content.  Well,  per- 
haps he  gets  it.  Is  he  content  ?  No.  He  would  have  a 
million.  Well,  if  he  gets  that,  is  he  fatisfied  ?  No,  by 
no  means.  I  would  have  a  kingdom,  a  crown.  Well, 
if  he  gets  that,  is  he  content  ?  No.  I  muft  be  the  fon 
of  Jupiter ;  I  muft  be  a  little  god,  and  an  univerfid 
monarch.  Well,  is  Alexander  the  great  content  with 
the  whole  world  under  his  command  ?    No.    0  if  there 

were  more  worlds  for  me  to  conquer  I There  is  the 

nature  of  the  defire  that  the  wicked  have  after  the 
world. 

[2.]  The  fecond  thing  on  this  ufe  was.  To  prove  and 
make  it  evident,  that  the  defire  of  the  wicked  is  after 
the  world.  This  will  appear  evident,  if  we  confider 
thefe  four  things. 

1 .  It  is  clear  from  this,  that  they  make  the  world 
thciT  portion  ;  they  are  content  with  it,  they  feek  nothing 
elfe :  Preferve  ?nej  0  Lord^  from  the  yuan  that  hath  bis 
portion  in  this  Hfe^  whofe  belly  thoufillejl  with  thy  hid  trea- 
furesj  Pfalm  xvii.  14. 

2.  It  is  clear  from  this,  that  they  prefer  the  world  to 
all  the  duties  of  religion,  and  ordinances  of  divine  wor- 
fhip :  if  Chrift  and  the  world  come  in  competition,  they 
choofe  the  world  and  let  Chrift  go.  Public  ordinances, 
family  worfhip,  fecret  and  focial  prayer,  all  muft  ftand 
by,  that  the  world  may  get  room.  The  gofpel  is  flight- 
ed ;  Why  ?  They  choofe  their  farms  and  merchandife^ 
and  their  hearts  are  wedded  to  thefe ;  they  will  not  be 
cfpoufed  to  the  Son  of  God. 

3.  That  the  wicked  defire  the  world  is  clear,  if  we 
confider  the  unwearied  pains  and  diligence  they  are  at  a- 
bout  the  world.  O  what  toil  and  travel !  What  racking 
of  thought,  late  and  early,  will  they  have  about  the 
world !  What  joy  will  they  have  about  a  good  worldly 
bargain  !  More  joy  than  ever  they  had  in  hearing,  pray- 
ing^  reading,  or  any  religious  duty :  they  have  gladnefs 

•when 
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fvben  their  corn  and  wine  increafeth.  What  f6rrow, 
what  tormenting  grief  are  they  haunted  with,  when  they 
lofe  the  world  !  Then  they  fay,  withMicah,  They  have 
taken  away  my  gods^  and  what  have  I  more  ?  They  think 
nothing  of  God,  or  Chrift,  or  heaven,  if  they  want  the 
world.     . 

4.  It  appears  from  this,  they  will  not  ftand  to  commit 
the  greatejl  Jin^  to  make  a  purchafe.  If  they  can  any 
Way  in  the  world  purchafe  an  eftate,  or  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney, even  with  the  lofs  of  their  foul,  they  think  they 
have  made  a  good  bargain.  Judas  thought  he  had  made 
a  good  bargain,  when  he  had  fold  the  Prince  of  life  for 
thirty  pieces  of  filver.  Denias  hath  forfaken  me^  having 
loved  this  prefent  world. 

C3O  ^e  propofed  next  to  enquire,  whence  is  it, 
that  wicked,  carnal  perfons  have  fuch  a  defire  after  the 
world. 

1.  Man  hath  no  felf-fufficiency ;  he  cannot,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  himfelf,  be  happy :  hence  he  reckons 
himfelf  miferable  to  be  alone.  Ariftotle  faid,  "  A  man 
*'  that  could  live  alone,  was  either  a  God,  or  an  idiot.'' 
Now,  man  feeks  to  be  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of 
fomething  befides  himfelf:  but  he  miffes  the  true 
mark,  and  fo  feeks  it  in  the  world,  where  it  cannot  be 
found. 

2.  God,  who  only  can  fatisfy  the  foul,  is  out  of 
fight :  he  is  to  them  an  unknown  God  ;  The  world  by 
wifdom  knew  not  God.  They  are  dejtroyed  for  lack  of 
knowledge^  faving  knowledge. 

3.  The  world  is  at  hand^  and  awell-garniflied  world: 
this  little  ball,  full  of  wind  and  vanity,  blown  up  in  the 
air,  it  fparkles  and  (hines  with  a  luflre-  and  beauty,  in 
their  eye ;  and  they  are,  like  children,  mightily  taken 
with  it. 

4.  Becaufe  of  the  vanity  of  the  heart.  There  is  a 
world  within  them,  anfwering  the  world  without  them : 
the  luji  of  the  eye  within,  anfwering  the  riches  of 
the  world  without ;  the  luji  of  the  ficjh  within,  an^ 
fwering  the  fordid  pleafures  of  the  world  without ;  the 
pride  of  life^  anfwering  to  the  honours  and  grandeur  of 

Vol.  I.  Rr  \V^ 
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the  world.     And  thus  the  world  within  theta  draws  out 
the  dcfire  after  the  world  without  them. 

[4.]  We  would  next  fliew  the  evil  of  this,  to  have 
the  defire  running  only  out  after  the  world.     Why, 

1.  It  is  idolatry  ;  hence  covetoufnefi  is  called  idolatry^ 
and  ranked,  by  the  apoftle,  amongft  the  other  things 
which  are  to  be  mortified^  Col.  iii.  5.  Many  worfhip 
gold  in  the  coin,  that  will  not  worfliip  it  in  the  image : 
^heyfay  to  fine  gold^  Tihou  art  my  confidence* 

2.  It  hjacrilege.  The  heart  and  affediohs  of  a  man 
are  like  the  royal  mines  that  are  annexed  to  the  crown«. 
The  heart  of  a  man,  his  love  and  delight,  Ihould  be 
devoted  to  God,  and  confecrated  to  him.  Why  hath 
God  given  him  fuch  vaft  defires  ?  Was  it  to  throw  them 
out  upon  the  world  ?  No  furely. 

3.  It  is  monflrous  folly  to  let  the  foul  run  out  upon 
the  world :  Be  qjionijhed^  0  heavens  /  Why  ?  what  is 
the  matter  ?  My  people  have  committed  two  great  evils  ; 
they  have  forfaken  me,  the  fountain  of  living  waters^  and 
hewed  out  to  themfehes  cijlerns,  broken  ciflerns  that  can 
hold  fw  water,  Jer.  ii.  12,  13.  It  is  the  height  of  folly  to 
conclude,  that  there  is  more  excellency  in  the  ftream, 
than  in  the  fountain  ;  in  the  creature,  than  in  the  Crea- 
tor. 

4.  It  is  a  degrading  of  the  foul.  If  you  faw  an  angel 
licking  the  dung-hill,  would  you  not  fay,  that  is  not 
food  for  fuch  a  glorious  creature  ?  It  is  far  below  it. 
Our  fouls  are  the  younger  brethren  of  angels,  if  we 
may  be  allowed  the  expreffion.  Who  can  tell  the  dif- 
ference exaftly  between  the  nature  of  angels  and  the 
fouls  of  men  ?  Now,  for  that  heaven-born  foul  to  lick 
the  duft  of  the  curfed  ferpent ;  what  a  degrading  of  it 
is  this  !  — Is  not  all  this  then  matter  of  lamentaion,  that 
Clirill  is  defpifed,  and  the  world  embraced  ? 

Vfc  4.  Tlie  next  ufe  that  we  make  oJF  the  doQ:rinc 
may  be  for  examination.  Try  then  whether  you  be 
weaned  from  the  vain  world,  yea  or  not. 

I .  Are  you  content  and  futisned  with  a  little  of  the 
world's  goodf  And  can  you  bear  much  of  the  world's 
^v/'/r"  Have  you  got  a  diicovery  of  Chrift,  even  fuch  as 
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darkens  all  the  glory  and  excellency  of  the  world ;  and 
been  brought  to  confider,  that  you  have  a  better  porti-  . 
on  than  the  vanity  of  time  ?  Can  you  confider,  that  the 
Heir  ofallthingSy  the  Son  of  God,  had  no  place  to  lay 
his  head,  had  not  a  penny  in  his  purfc  ?  Women  came 
and  minijiered  unto  him  ;  a  fifh  came  and  gave  him  as 
much  as  paid  his  tribute  to  Caefar.  Are  you  deaf  to 
the  reproaches  of  the  world,  fo  as  the  lofs  of  its  ap- 
plaufe  doth  not  break  your  heart  ?  Are  you  deaf  to  the 
profits  and  honours  of  the  world,  fo  as  the  want  of  them 
doth  not  afflia  you  ? 

2.  If  you  be  weaned  from  the  vanity  of  the  world, 
then  you  will  bear  the  want  of  the  world  with  profound 
fubmiifion.  If  God,  in  providence,  takes  your  houfes, 
your  lands,  your  children,  your  riches,  your  loving 
friends  and  dear  relatives,  you  will  lay  your  hand  on 
your  mouth,  and  your  mouth  in  the  dull,  and  juftify 
God ;  In  all  this  Job  Jinned  not*  You  will  fee  your  all 
in  God  and  Chtift ;  My  God  liveth,  he  is  mine  inhe-^. 
ritance :  for  you  cannot  be  difinherited,  if  God  be  a- 
Kve.  Whereas  the  wicked  faith,  in  this  cafe,  They  have 
taken  away  my  gods^  and  what  ha*oe  I  more  f  Their  all  is 
gone.  ' 

3.  If  weaned  from  the  world,  your  affeftions  will  not 
ebb  zndjtoy;  with  the  world.  There  are  fome  fountains 
that  have  immediate  communication  with  the  fea:  when- 
ever the  fea  flows,  they  flow  ;  when  the  fea  ebbs,  they 
ebb  and  dry  up.  If  it  be  thus  with  you,  when  the 
candle  of  providence  ftiines  upon  your  tabernacle,  then 
you  rejoice  at  it  and  dance  to  it ;  and  when  it  is  remov- 
ed, then  you  roar,  and  weep,  and  pay  a  tribute  of  tears : 
this  is  a  token  you  are  not  weaned  from  the  world.  As 
for  the  believer,  when  the  world  goes  out,  the  Lord 
comes  in  its  room,  and  makes  him  joyful  and  cheary : 
and  this  has  fuch  an  effeft  upon  him,  that  he  would  be 
content  to  loofe  a  wife,  a  child,  a  worldly  comfort  e- 
very  day,  upon  condition  he  got  God  in  the  room  of 
them. 

4.  If  you  be  weaned  from  the  world,  you  will  know 
what  it  is  to  carry  your  clo/fet  frame  to  your  worldly  af- 
fairs with  jou*     There  are  fome  people  \i\\o  Wn^  mo^^ 

Rr  2  ^^ 
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of  God  upon  their  fpirit,  more  fellowfhip  with  heaven 
in  their  fhop,  felling  their  wares,  or  when  they  are  a- 
bout  fecular  work,  than  others  have  in  their  clofet  up- 
on their  knees :  more  of  God  fitting  at  their  trade, 
than  others  in  the  houfe  of  God,  hearing  a  good  fermon. 
Some  will  have  more  intercourfe.with  Heaven,  at  their 
own  table,  than  ever  the  worldling  had  at  a  cotnmunion 
*  table.  They  carry  a  heavenly  frame  to  their  worldly 
and  earthly  employment.  As  for  others,  they  bring 
the  world  ftill  along  with  them ;  they  bring  it  to  the' 
church,  as  well  as  to  the  market ;  they  are  glued  to  it. 

Ufe  5.  We  fhall  improve  the  doftrine  in  an  ufc  of  ex- 
hortation.  If  all  be  vanity ^  then,  O  feek  to  have  your 
hearts  difingaged  from  all  things  in  the  world :  be  per- 
fuaded  to  forfake  lying  vanities^  Jonah  ii.  8.  If  it  be 
enquired.  What  is  it  to  forfake  the  world?  We  might 
give  both  a  negative  and  a  pofitive  reply  to  this.  Ne- 
gatively ;  It  is  not  to  go  out  of  the  world.  It  is  not  to. 
forfake  perfonal  fociety  ;  though  a  vitious  fociety  muft 
be  forfaken.  It  is  not  to  vow  a. voluntary  poverty,  with 
the  Papifts.  It  is  not  to  be  idle  and  improvident. — But, 
fofttively^  we  are  to  forfake  it  in  the  four  following  re- 
fpefts. 

1 .  In  refpeft  of  the  immoderate  ufe  of  the  .enjoyment 
of  the  world,  i  Cor.  vii.  29,  30,  31.  We  are  to  ufe  it 
as  ftewards  that  are  to  give  an  account. 

2.  In  refpefl:  oi  fervice.  Be  not  fervantsor  flaves  to 
it ;  For  you  cannot  both  ferve  Ood  and  Mammon. 

3.  In  refpeft  of  confidence :  truft  not  to  it.  Although 
you  have  worldly  advantages,  make  them  not  yotir  ftaff, 
your  (lay,  your  choice  jewels. 

4.  In  refpedl  of  adherence :  be  not  glued  to  the 
world.  Let  not  the  world  be  like  the  fkin  on  the 
hand,  that  will  not  eafily  come  off;  but  like  the  glove 
on  your  hand,  or  the  hat  on  your  head,  that  you  can 
cafily  part  with. 

Try  your  repentance  by  this  doftrine,  which  was  the 
evidence  of  Solomon's  repentance.  Such  as  fee  nothing 
but  glory  and  goodnefs,  in  thefe  outward  things,  Satan 

hath 
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hath  bewitched  them,  Matth.  iv.  8.;  but  fuch-as  fee 
the  extreme  vanity  of  them,  have  repented  with  Solo- 
mon. 

We  fliall  new  conclude  the  fubjeft,  by  laying  before 
you  the  following  remedies  againft  a  worldly  difpofiti- 
on.  Confider,  for  this  end,  the  fix  following  particu- 
lars. 

.  I.  Thefe  vanities  will  not  yield  you  pleafure  in  the 
time  of  the  greateft  trouble :  they  cannot  eafe  you  of 
the  leaft  pain.  When  you  make  a  gafh  in  your  con- 
fcience,  and  wound  your  fpirit,  and  fo  expofe  yourfelves 
to  the  wrath  of  God,  what  will  the  things  of  the  world 
avail  you  ?  Who  loved  the  world  better  than  Judas  did? 
But  when  God  burnt  his  fingers  with  it,  if  we  may  be 
allowed  the  cxpreffion,  then  he  threw  it  away  with  a 
fury.  What  will  become  of  you  at  death,  man  ?  Will 
it  be  any  comfort  to  you,  that  you  die  in  a  well  hung 
room  ?  or  that  your  chamber  floor  is  laid  with  filver  ? 
or  that  you  die  poflelfed  of  fuch  a  large  eftate,  or  ample 
fortune  ?  Will  not  the  man  then  cry  out,  "  O  if  I  had 
'^  but  fpent  fome  of  this  time  in  fecuring  an  intereft  in 
"  Chrift,  that  I  have  beftowed  in  hunting  after  the 
"  world,  that  can  now  ftand  me  in  no  (lead  !'* 

2.  S.eek  a  law-work  ;  fomething  of  it  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  fliake  the  world  out  of  its  place :  He  willjhake 
heaven  and  earthy  Heb.  xii.  26.  People  will  never  leave 
the  world  till  God  fhake  it  out  of  their  heart. 

3.  Be  converfant  with  your  oynnfenjtble  experience  of 
the  v/orld.  Have  you  never  found  the  vanity  and  empti- 
nefs  of  it  ?  Nay,  hath  it  never  been  a  fting  and  gall  to 
your  poor  foifl-,  that  the  world  hath  got  all  your  time, 
thought,  and  care  ? 

4.  Be  perfuaded,  that  God  in  Chrift  is  the  only  good* 
Seek  the  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God  in  Chrift.  Per- 
fons  may  harangue  never  fo  long  about  the  world's 
cmptinefs  and  vanity  ;  but  they  will  never  part  with  it 
till  they  get  fomething  better  in  the  room  of  it.  Some- 
thing the  man  muft  have  to  fet  his  heart  upon :  There- 
fore, till  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift  be  difcovered 
to  the  foul,  fo  as  your  foul's  defire  xuiv  ouV  ^IxjctVwcv^ 
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the  hulks  of  the  world  will  be  your  portion.  People 
may  think  it  is  their  principle,  that  the  world  is  but  va- 
nity ;  yet  .ftill  they  are  taken  up  with  the  vanity  there- 
of, till  they  fee  the  glory  of  God.  The  Lord  is  a  full 
and  fuificient  good  :  he  is  a  proportionable  good,  fuit- 
tng  the  foul :  he  is  an  everlailing  good,  fuiting  the  im- 
mortal fouL 

5.  Believe  the  providence  of  God:  he  that  made  the 
world  by  creati9n,  doth  ftill  preferve  it  by  providence, 
alloting  every  man  his  portion ;  and  by  nuJung  every 
man's  condition,  in  the  world,  beft  for  him :  Tour  hea- 
venly Father  taketh  dare  ofyou^  faith  Chrift. 

6.  O  beware  of  valuing  yourfelves  for  what  you  have 
of  the  world :  I  affure  you,  in  God's  name,  it  will  be 
one  of  your  challanges  when  death  comes,  or  fomc  time 
a  day  or  other,  Ob  !  1  negleiled  my  poor  foul!  Like  the 
woman  that  left  her  child  in  the  flame ;  many  leave  their 
fcul  thus,  to  be  confumed  in  the  flame  of  divine  wrath. 
Seek  to  have  Chrift  for  your  everlafting  portion.  Many 
fity,  Wfjo  willjhew  us  any  good?  But  fay  you,  Lord^  lift 
tbou  upon  me  the  light  of  thy  countenance  ;  thenjhall  I  have 
more  gladnefs  than  tbey^  when  4heir  corn  and  wine  a- 
bounds.  Never  reft  till  you  came  to  that,  Whom  have  I 
in  heaven  but  thee  ?  And  then  you  will  be  able  to  fay  alfo. 
When  hearty  andfiefh^  andallfail^  the  Lord  is  thefirength 
of  my  hearty  and  my  portion  for  ever. 

•7.  Take  up  Luther's  refplution,  that  you  will  not  be 
put  off  with  this  world  for  a  portion.  If  God,  for  ho- 
ly ends,  fee  fit  to  imbitter  worldly  felicity  to  you,  pray 
for  weaning  influences,  improve  weaning  difpenfations^ 
and  weaning  words,  weaning  rods,  and  weaning  ordi- 
nances. -^ 
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Self-Conceit  incident  to  a  Multi- 
tude of  Trqfeffors ;  or,  the  imagina- 
ry pure  Generation  found  not  wallied 
from  their  Pollution  * 

PrOV.    XXX.   12. 

There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes^  and 
yet  is  not  wajbedfrom  their  Jilt hinefs. 

TH  E  fubjefts  I  lately  treated,  as  formerly  obferv- 
ed  f,  hold  out  to  us,  i.  The  Father's  exbibiti^ 
on  of  Chrift,  faying,  /  have  given  thee  for  a  covenant  of 
the  people.  ^.  The  Spirit's  operation  upon' the  heart* 
of  the  people,  in  order  to  his  being  known  and  belicv* 
cd  in ;  Hejhall  tejiify  of  me*  3.  The  Son's  declaration 
of  his  own  excellency,  as  being  God  equal  with  the 
Father ;  /  and  my  Father  are  one.  And  fo  Father  Son 
and  Holy  Ghoft  concur  in  their  commendation  of  him 
to  us.  But,  4.  We  treated  a  little  of  the  world's 
difaprobation  of  this  glorious  One,  and  their  harfli  en- 
tertainment of  him  ;  Behold j  I  and  the  children  whom 
the  Lord  hath  given  me^  are  for  ftgns  and  for  wonders  in 
lfrael\.  And  now,  5.  This  text  may  be  looked  upon  ag 
the  ground  and  reafon^  why  there  are  fo  many,  even  in 
Ifrael,  that  enlcrtain  Chrift  and  his  followers  with  marks 
of  reproach  J  and  look  upon  them  as  ftgns  and  wonders  : 
why  ?  There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  ow9k 
eyes^  and  yet  are  not  wafhedfrom  their  Jilthinefs.     Therq; 

♦  This  fubjedl  was  handled  in  feveral  difcourfes ;  but  we  are 
uncertain  when  or  where  delivered  :  though  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable, they  were  preached  in  his  own  church  at  Dunfermline, 
feme  time  in  the  year  1723.  The  place  they  have  in  his  notes  fecms 
10  determine  it.     This  is  the  fecond  impreillon. 

f  See  Serra.  VI.  p.  240.  %  See  Serm.  VL^»  av)» 


320  0/thcFOLLVriON  and 

felf-conceit  makes  them  value  themfelves,  to  the  under- 
valuihg  and  contemning  of  others :  though  yet,  while 
they  fuppofe  themfelves  to  be  pure,  their  impurity  re- 
mains. 

We  may  obferve  two  forts  of  perfons  in  the  vifible 
church. 

1.  Some  truly  exercifed perfons ^  who,  looking  more 
to  their  fpots  and  weakneffes,  than  to  their  graces  and 
privileges,  are  ready  to  conclude  themfelves  to  be  hy- 
pocrites and  diffemblers  with  God.  There  are  a  few 
of  thefe. 

2.  There  are  thofe  who  have  nothing  but  zprofeffton 
of  religion^  being  ftrangers  to  the  power  of  it;  yet  en- 
tertain an  high  opinion  of  themfelves :  who,  looking  more 
to  their  feeming  righteoufnefs,  than  to  their  real  cafes ; 
more  to  their  gifts  than  to  their  fpots,  conceive  them- 
felves to  be,  what  they  really  are  not.  They  have  an  high 
conceit,  a  towering  imagination,  and  raifed  opinion  of 
themfelves  ;  and  there  is  a  multitude  of  fuch :  There  is  a 
generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes,  and  yet  are  not 
wafhed  from  their  filthinefs. 

This  chapter  contains,  i.  Agur's  confeffion  of  faith. 
2.  Hisprayer,  and  the  parts  of  it.  3.  His  fixfold  qua- 
ternary ;  that  is,  his  coupling  of  four  things  together, 
and  making  a  comparifon  among  them ;  as  you  may 
fee  them  divided  in  the  contents  of  the  chapter,  iipon 
fome  of  your  Bibles. — The  firfi  four  is  a  fourfold  gene- 
ration of  finners  that  are  moft  deteftable  to  God :  though 
this  be  not  expreffed,  yet  it  is  clearly  implied  ;  and  you 
will  find  a  parallel  where  it  is  expreffed,  Prov.  vi.  16. 
Now,  of  the  four  generations  he  here  fpeaks  of,  the 
fecond  is  in  our  text :  ^generation  that  ate  pure  in  their 
0wn  eyes,  yet  are  not  wafhed  frojn  their  filthinefs.  The 
fcope  whereof  is  to  fhew.  That  it  is  a  fault  incident  to 
vaft  multitudes,  to  have  an  high  opinion  of  themfelves,. 
while  yet  they  are  naught ;  to  think  themfelves  pure, 
while  yet  they  are  impure  :  they  take  external  reforma- 
tion for  true  converfion ;  outfide  bollnefs,  for  inward 
fanftification  ;  and  common  grace  for  faving. 

In  the  text  thefe  perfons  are  defcribed  two  ways ;  both 
negatively  and  pofitively. 
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1.  Negatively  J  from  what  they  are  not  in  reality; 
they  are  not  wajhedfrom  their  Jilthinefs  :  where,  as'  the 
iefileffient  of  fin  is  exprefled  by  the  word  jilthinefs^  fig* 
nifying  excrement^  and  denoting  the  pollution  and  de- 
filement of  fin  ;  fo  the  neceffity  of  purity  is  fuppofed  ; 
they  are  not  wajhed :  they  were  never  cleanfed  in  the 
fountain  opened  for  Jin  and  for  uncleannefs  ;  they  never 
wajhed  their  robes j  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb ;  their  hearts  and  natures  remain  polluted, 
and  under  the  power  of  corruption. 

2,  They  are  defcribed  pojitively^  from  what  they  are 
in  their  own  opinion  :  they  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  r 
they  have  a  fpititual  pride.  For  it  is  of  this,  I  think, 
the  text  chiefly  means  :  becaufe  carnal  pride  is  fpoken 
of,  ver.  13.  They  have  an  high  opinion  of  themfelves* 
And  they  are  fet  forth  by  their  number :  There  is  a  ge-^ 
neration  of  fuch.     This.word  is  fometimes  takeh  for  the 

fuccejfton  of  one  age  to  another.  Sometimes  it  imports 
a  multitude  ;  and  in  this  fenfc  I  chiefly  take  it :  ihere 
is  a  multitude  of  people  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes^ 
yet  are  not  wajhed  from  their  flthinefs. 

The  farther  explication  I  refer  to  the  profecution  of 
thefe  three  dodrines.  i .  That  fin  is  an  impure  things 
of  a  polluting  and  defiling  nature.  2.  That  purity  is  an 
excellent  things  and  of  abfolute  necejfity  to  denominate  a 
true  faint;  Whatever  we  think  of  ourfelves,  if  we  be 
not  waflien  from  this  defilement,  we  are  naught* 
3.  That  felf  conceit  is  incident  to  a  multitude  of  profejfors. 
Many  who  are  moft  impure,  do  yet  look  on  themfelves 
as  pure,  and  labour  under  a  fad  and  woful  delufion ;  a 
grofs  and  damnable  mifl:ake,  about  the  ftate  of  their 
immortal  fouls :  they  have  a  good  heart,  they  think  ; 
and  yet,  alasl  it  is  the  worft  part  about  them.  T'here 
is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes^  and  yet  are 
not  wajhed  from  their  Jilthinefs.  The  two  former  doftrine$ 
arc  clearly  implied,  the  laft  is  plainly  exprefled,  and  is 
what  I  mainly  defigned  in  fixing  on  the  text :  but  I  fhall 
touch  at  the  two  other  alfo.  I  begin  with  the  firft  of 
thefe,  and  would  fpeak  a  little  to  it  at  the  time. 

V  o  L.  I.  S  s  TiocT  .V 
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DoCT.  I.  That  Jin  is  a  pollution  and  defilemenU 

The  method  we  propofe  for  handling  this  fubjc^ty 
through  divine  aljj,  fliall  be  the  following, 

I.  We  would  confider  what  the  fcripture  faith  about 
the  pollution  of  fin, 

II.  We  would  compare  the  pollution  of  fin  with  the 
guilt  of  fin,  for  clearing  the  difference  between  the 
one  and  the  other  ;  and  for  evidencing  the  great- 

\-  u     nefs  of  this  defilement. 
,^  'V  III.  Speak  of  the  nature  and  qualities  of  this  pollu- 
tion. 

IV.  We  would  Ihew  whence  this  pollution  comes,  «md- 
how  it  is  derived  into  the  world. 

V.  Make  application  of  the  whole  fubje^:*. 

L  The  firji  thing  propofed  was,  To  confider  whtt 
^t  fcripture  faith  about  the  pollution  of  fin.  Indeed  the 
fcripture  compares  it  to  all  the  greateft  deformities  ima- 
ginable. Sometimes  it  is  compared  to  the  blood  and 
pollution  of '2L  new  born  infant ^  Ezek.  xvi.  4,  5,  6. 
Sometimes  to  a  dead  body,  or  a  rotten  carcafe,  hanging 
upon  a  man,  Rom.  vii.  24.  0  wretched  man  that  I  am  ! 
who  Jhall  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  Jin  and  death  ? 
Sometimes  to  ^Jiinking  exhalation  of  a  green  open  grave, 
and  the  rottennefs  of  the  land  of  darknefs,  Rom.  iii.  13*^ 
Sometimes  to  the  poifon  of  afps,  ox  ferpents,  Rom^  iii.  13. 
Sometimes  to  the  vomit  of  a  dog,  and  the  puddle  offwine^ 
a  Pet.  ii.  22.  Sometimes  to  a  canker,  or  gangren^ 
a  Tim.  ii.  17.  Sonjetimes  to  the  dung  of  filthy  crea- 
tures, Phil.  iii.  8. ;  or  human  dung :  we  read  of  the 
dung  of  mens  facrifices  cafl:  in  their  faces.  Sometimes 
to  the  plague  and  pejiilence,  to  a  putrifying  fore,  Ifa.  i.  6. 

'But,  not  to  name  any  more  ;  furely  if  fin  had  not 

been  fuch  a  pollution  and  abomination,  the  Spirit  of 
God  would  not  have  made  ufe  of  fo  many  terms,  to  lay 
before  us  the  odious  nature  of  it :  yet  none  of  thefe 
things,  to  fpeak  properly,  are  pollutions  in  themfclves^ 
being  part  of  the  ornament  of  the  creation,  though 
they  be  poifon  to  man,  or  difagreeable  to  our  fenfes : 

but 
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but  fin  b  ugly  in  itfelf,  and  in  the  eye  of  Ood  tod  holy 
angels. 

11.  The /e^ond  thing  was.  To  compare  the  pollution  of 
fin  and  the  guilt  of  fin  together. 

1.  The  pollution  of  fin  hath  a  reference  to  the  com* 
mand  and  precept :  the  guilt  of  fm  hath  a  reference  to 
the  threatening  and  executim.  God  injoins  us  to  do  fo  • 
'and  fo ;  we  do  it  not :  or  he  forbids  us  to  do,  and  we  do 
it :  here  is  the  ftain,  blot,  and  pollution  of  fin ;  being 
a  deformity  of  foul,  and  contrariety  to  the  law  of  God, 

*  The  pollution  of  fin  hath  a  relation  to  the  command ;  the 
,  ^ilt  of  fin  looks  to  the  fan^ion :  whoever  fins  Ihall  die, 
mall  be  punifhed ;  guilt  looks  to  that. 

2.  The  pollution  of  fin  looks  more  direftly  to  the  ho* 
linefs  of  God ;  the  guilt  of  fin  hath  a  relation  to  the 
jti/iice  of  God.     The  pollution  of  fin  is  the  direft  op* 

pofite  to  that  purity  that  is  in  him ;  it  is  a  direft  contra- 
riety to  his  holinefs :  but  guilt  looks  to  the  juftice  of 
God,  which  chains  the  moral  evil  and  the  penal  evil  to- 
gether. 

3.  Though  guilt  of  itfelf,  properly  fpeaking,  cannot 
be  (aid  to  be  a  good  thing, .  it  being  evil  to  the  rebel  and 
criminal ;  yet  it  is  a  good  thing  that  fin  fhould  be  pu- 
nilhed  with  fufFcring,  and  mifery,  and  hell :  *it  is  the 
emanation  of  God's  juftice  and  -fandion  of  his  law,  and 
obligation  upon  the  rebel,  to  give  God  as  much  glory 
by  his  fuffering,  as  he  robbed  him  of  by  his  fin.     This 

s  guilt  in  a  manner  brings  all  into  order  again.  The  po- 
'  lution  of  fin  breaks  the  order  of  the  univerfe :  that  ino- 
ral  dependence,  that  the  intelleftual  reafonable  world 
'  had  upon  their  Maker,  is  broken  by  the  pollution  of 
fin :  but  guilt,  by  punifhment,  brings  all  into  order  a- 
gain ;  while  either  the  guilty  man  fufFers  in  his  own  « 
perfon,  which,  al^s !  he  can  never  fully  do ;  or  his 
guilt  is  transferred  upon  a  Surety. 

4.  The  pollution  of  fin  is  infeperable  from  it.  Though 
fm  be  pardoned^  it  is  ftill  pollution :  but  guilt  may  be 

feparate  from  fin.  There  may  be  fin  without  guilt  in 
two  refpedks.  (i.)  When  God  gives  a  law^  and  adds 
no  fandion  .with  it :  as  the  greateft  of  oux  d\N*\ivc^  ^SL^\v^ 

S  s  2  T^bot 


324  Of  the  Pollution  &nd 

^at  a  law  may  be  without  a  fandion.  (2;)  When  par- 
don comes  and  takes  away  the  guilt.  I  fay,  fin  may  be 
where  there  is  not  guik :  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  pardoned 
finner,  who  is  no  more  liable  to  the  punifliment  due  to 
fin.  And  guilt  may  be  where  there  is  no  fin,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Chriil,  who  had  no  fin  of  his  own,  yet  as  Sure- 
ty was  liable  to  the  punifliment  of  all  the  fins  of  an  eleQ: 
world.  But  though,  I  fay,  guilt  is  feparable  from  fiA, 
yet  the  pollution  of  fin  is  infeperable  from  fin  ;  the  very 
nature  of  fin  muft  be  defliroyed,  ere  it  can  ceafe  to  be 
a  pollution. 

III.  The  third  thing  was.  To  fpeak  of  the  nature  and 
qualities  of  this  pollution.  As  to  the  nature  of  this  pol- 
lution, there  are  two  words  I  would  fay  concerning  it. 
There  is  in  it  a  privation^  or  want  of  that  beauty^  which 
the  foul  had,  when  the  image  of  God  was  upon  it :  it 
is  a  want  of  conformity  to  the  holinefs  and  beauty  of 
God's  nature  and  law.  There  is  alfo  in  it  a  pofitive 
foulnefs  and  dejilednefs  of  mind  and  confcience :  an  in- 
troducing of  the  image  of  the  devil ;  yea,  a  deformity 
of  foul,  body,  and  converfation.  But  this  will  further 
appear  from  the  properties  of  this  pollution :  and  there- 
fore, as  to  the  qualities  of  it, 

1.  It  is  a  natural  pollution;  tt^bo  can  bring  a  clean 
thing  out  of  an  unclean  1  no,  not  one.  TVhatfoever  is  born 
of  the  flejh  is  flejh.  Adam,  after  his  apoftacy,  begat  a 
child  after  his  own  likenefs :  had  he  ftood,  he  would 
have  had  children  after  God's  image  ;  but  having  fallen, 
he  begat  a  fon  after  his  own  image.  This  is  natural : 
In  fin  was  I  conceived^  fays  David  ;  and  in  iniquity  did 
my  mother  bring  me  forth^  Pfalm  li.  5. 

2.  It  is  a  deep  and  indelible  pollution  :  it  is  of  a  crim- 
fon  hue,  Ifa.  i.  18.  It  is  like  the  blaknefs  of  the  Etheo- 
pian;  and  the  Jpots  of  the  leopard  ;  much  nitre  and  foap 
cannot  purge  it  away,  Jer.  ii.  22.  The  deluge  of  water 
did  not  wafh  it  away  from  the  earth  :  the  fire  thit  came 
down  upon  Sodom  did  not  bum  it  out.  The  fire  of 
hell  to  eternity  will  not  take  away  the  fl:ain  of  fin  out 
of  the  fouls  that  flialt  be  there.  It  is  deep  j  nothing 
hut  the  blood  of  God  can  wafti  it  away. 
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3.  It  is  unherfal :  it  hath  invaded  all  the  faculties  <^ 
the  foul,  and  fet  up  its  trophies  of  viftory  in  all  the 
powers  thereof.  The  under/landing  is  polluted  with  ig- 
norance, darknefs,  error,  enmity,  and  prejudice:  in 
the  willy  there  is  a  contrariety  to  God's  will,  a  rebelli- 
on, a  contempt ;  in  the  memory,  a  forgetting  of  God ; 
all  his  favours  to  us  are  written  like  charafters  in  the 
faiid :  the  confcience  itfelf,  God's  deputy,  is  defiUed ; 
iTo'ibe  pure  all  things  are  pure;  but  to  the  impure  and 
unclean,  even  the  very  mind  and  confcience  is  defiled. 
This  witftefs  is  bribed  to  favour  the  reft  of  the  polluted 
faculties.  Soul  aijd  body  are  contaminated :  we  read 
of  the  filthinefs  ofthejlejh  and  fpirit,  2  Cor.  vii.  i. 

4.  It  is  a  diffujftve  and  infectious  pollution ;  a  fpread- 
ing  gangrine.  All  the  children  of  men  are  overfpread 
with  it,  and  defiled.  The  whole  man  is  over-run.  It 
fpreadeth  itfelf  to  our  beft  duties  :  all  our  acts  of  obe- 
dieiice  are  thereby  rendered  like  filthy  rags ;  like  a 
menftrous  cloath.  It  infefts  others  that  are  near  the 
polluted  finner.  It  is  hard  to  be  in  the  company  of  a 
man  that  hath  the  plague,  and  not  to  be  infeded :  Even 
fo,  it  is  one  of  the  hardeft  things  in  the  world  to  be 
witnefs  to  fin,  and  companions  to  wicked  finners,  and 
not  be  infefted :  Can  a  ?7ian  take  jire  in  his  bofom,  and 
not  he  burnt  ?  Yea,  it  infefts  the  very  timber  and  ftones 
of  the  houfe  where  the  man  lies  ;  hence  they  are  faid  to 
cr^  out  againji  him.  Yea,  it  infefts  the  very  ground  on 
which  he  trades.  Yea,  the  whole  creation  groans  and 
travels  in  pain,  becaufe  of  the  fins  of  men. 

5.  It  is  a  growing  and  increafing  pollution :  He  that 
is  filthy,  let  him  be  filthy  flill ;  that  is,  more  filthy. 
Rev.  xxii.  i!.  Evil  men  and  feducers  wax  worfe  and 
ivorfe,  2  Tim.  iii.  13.  Sin,  once  given  place  to,  makes 
gradual  and  fuccefsful  advances  upon  the  finner.  . 

6.  It  is  a  mortal  pollution,  a  deadly  pollution  :  /  faid 
unto  thee,  when  thou  wafi  in  thy  blood.  Live :  yea,  I  faid 
unto  thee,  when  thou  wafi  in  thy  blood.  Live.  The 
doubling  of  the  expreffion,  fhews  the  deadly  nature  of 

-  the  pollution  ;  In  the  day  when  thou  waft  born,  thy  navel 
was  npt.  cut,  neither  wafi  thou  wafhed  in  water  to  Jufple 
thee ;*  thou  waj}  not  faked  at  all^  nor  /wadled  at  all ;  No 
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tje  pitied  thee,  to  do  any  of  thefe  offices  unto  thee,  to  have 
compajfion  upon  thee  ;  but  thou  wajt  cajl  out  into  the  open 
feld^  to  the  loathing  of  thy  perfon  in  the  day  that  thou  waft 
horn,  ^ndwben  Ipajfed  by  thee,  andfaw  thee  polluted  in 
ihy  blood,  I faid  unto  )hee,  when  thou  waft  in  thy  blood. 
Live  ;  yea,  I  faid  unto  ihee^  when  thou  waft  in  thy  blood, 
Li've,  Ezek.  xvi.  4,  5,  6.  A  new-born  child^  expofed 
in  that  cafe,  would  foon  expire.  Oh !  but  fin  putt 
confufion  amongft  men ;  it  puts  /Ire  into  hell ;  it  puts 
rottennefsixi  the  grave :  it  was  only  he  that  went  to  the 
grave  without  fin,  that  rofe  without  corruption  :  yea, 
fin  p^t  ivrath  in  the  heart  of  God  againft  man.  It  is  a 
mortal,  deadly,  deftruftive  pollution. — -Many  other'  dit 
mal  qualities  of  it  might  be  affigned :  but  1  proceed, 

IV.  To  the  fourth  thing  propofed,  which  was,  to 
(hew  how  this  pollution  is  ^  conveyed  into  the  world,  and 
from  one  to  another.^  This  is  a  great  myftery,  and  wc 
muft  l;>e  modeft  on  it.  Let  us  only  confider  then  ihortly 
thefe  two  things  about  it. 

1.  That  Adam,  once  being  polluted  himfelf,  he  can* 
not  but  beget  a  polluted  child:  hence  we  ffcad,  Geja.  v. 
3.  that  he  begat  afon  in  his  own  likenefsy  after  his  image^ 
An  Etheopian  begets  an  Etheopian ;  and  a  blackemoor 
begets  a  blackemoor :  That  which  is  born  after  the  fleftj 
isfiefh^  John  iii.  6. 

2.  Confider,  when  God  makes  the  foul  of  a  man  of 
Adam*s  race,  he  looks  upon  him  as  a  branch  and  piece 
of  the  old  Adam ;  of  the  old  rebel  and  apofl:ate,  to  which 
he  gave  original  beauty,  and  made  it  like  himfelf,  the 
glorious  work  of  his  hand  :  but  it  foon  deformed  itfelf. 
Now,  when  he  makes  the  faculties,  the  mind,  the  will, 
he  goes  no  further  in  making  them :  he  does  not  con- 
creat  the  original  beauty  he  once  gave  to  mah :  he  is  un- 
der no  obligation  to  reftore  what  they  threw  away.  In- 
deed, the  eled  foul,  in  the  day  of  converfion,  gets  all 
reflored  to  advantage,  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  :  Then 
be  reftores  that  which  he  took  not  away,  Pfalm  Ixix.  4. 
Ai  he  reftores  the  favour  of  God  in  juftification  j  fo  the 
itaage  of  God  in  fanftification :  not  till  then. 

V,  The 
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V.  The  fifth  thing  propofed  was  the  application  of 
the  fubjeft ;  which  we  fliall  effay  briefly  in  feveral  ufes. 

ly?.  By  way  of  information.  If  fin  be  fuch  a  poiluti* 
on  and  defilement,  then  hence  fee, 

!•  Why  fin  keeps  men  out  of  heaven.  Sin  ftands  di- 
rcftly  oppofite  to  the  rcditude  of  God's  holy  nature  ;  it  is 
that  abominable  thing  which  he  hates  :  and  it  is  a  pofi- 
tive  law  of  the  God  of  heaven,  that  nothing  that  dejiletb 
can  enter  into  the  heavenly  Jerufalem.  And  therefore 
fin,  confidered  in  its  own  natute,  as  exceeding Jinful^  ex- 
cludes from  the  prefence  of  God. 

2.  See  what  matter  of  humiliation^  before  God,  wc 
have:  we  fhould  ly  down  in  ourjhame^  and  our  confu/iou 
cover  us^  crying  out,  Unclean^  unclean  ;  humbled  to  the 
duft.  Alas  !  what  an  unreafonable  thing  is  pride  !  To 
fee  a  proud  finner  is  as  ridiculous  a  thing,  as  to  fee  a 
mm  vain,  Vith  a  contagious  difl:emper,  boafting  of  bo- 
dily comlinefs. 

3.  Sec  hence  the  dreadful  infatuation  of  the  mod  of 
the  children  of  men,  that  are  in  love  with  fin,  for  as 
filthy  as  it  is :  yea,  the  doleful  ftate  of  all  men  by  na- 
ture. It  is  a  vile  ftate ;  a  ftate  of  pollution :  it  is  a  ftatc 
of  reparation  from  God ;  a  ftate  of  enmity  to  God,  the 
chief  good ;  and  mad  love  to  fin,  the  chief  evil  and  pol- 
lution. Whence  is  it  that  the  world  are  in  love  with 
dung  and  filth  ?  Surely  it  proceeds  from  blindnefs  of 
mind :  men  do  not  fee  the  evil  of  fin.  It  proceeds  from 
unbelief,  the  power  of  unbelief  ^men  do  not  credit  the 
account  given  of  it  in  the  word,  ^t  proceeds  alfo  from 
the  fair  and  pleafant  vamifli  that  the  devfl  puts  upon 
fin, 

3.  Hence  Ice  the  miferable  condition  of  thefe  who  arc 
under  the  total  power  of  fin,  and  never  had  the  pollution 
of  it  waftied  away :  why,  it  renders  you  abominable  la 
the  fight  of  God,  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
evil:  abominable  in  the  fight  of  all  good  men.  In  whofe 
.  eyes  a  vile  per/on  is  contemned^  Pfal.  xv.  4. :  in  the  fignt 
ofgood  angols;  they  cannot  but  loath  iniquity,  being 
fuch  fpotlefs  and  holy  creatures :  yea,  abominable  in 
your  own  eyes;  if  ever  God  open  thcm^  ^o\\  ^'^ 
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loath  yourfelf  and  your  fin,  as  much  as  ever  yoti  loved 
it. 

5.  See  what  need  we  have  to  ftand  at  a  di/iance  from  , 
fin.  Sin  has  brought  the  greatefl  defolation  upon  nati- 
ons and  kingdoms  ;  ruined  the  moft  famous  and  flourifli- 
ing  churches ;  brought  deftruftion  upon  the  greateft 
and  moft  opulent  cities  ;  vanquifhed  and  overcome  the 
greateft  men ;  and  turned,  the  moft  fertile  land  into 
barrennefs.  Therefore,  we  have  much  need  to  flaiid  at 

a  diftance  from  it,  feeing  it  has  brought  fuch  devaftati- 
on  on  the  earth. 

6.  Hence  fee  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  punifliing  fin. 
How  juft  and  righteous  is  he  in  punilhing  it,  whether 
here  or  through  eternity?  Damnation  itfelf  is  a  moft  ho-' 
ly,  pure,  and  righteous  adion.  The  punifliment  is  not 
above  the  fault.  Thou  that  by  fin  doft  trample  upc5n 
God,  how  juft  is  it  that  he  fliould  trample  .upon  thee  ? 
Sin  is  an  infinite  evil,  objeftively  confidered  j  and  theire- 
fore  an  infinite  evil  muft  follow.  How  unreafonable  then 
are  mens  complaints  of  the  puniftiment  of  their  fins  in 
time?  Complain  not  igainft  the  Lord,  for  any  thing 
that  can  come  upon  you :  it  is  the  punijhment  of  your 

Jin  ;  accept  of  it :  Why  Jhould  a  living  man  complain  ? 
So  long  as  it  is  below  damnation,  it  is  far  below  your 
defert  \He  hathpttnijhed  us  lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve. 

7.  Hence  fee  the  excellency  of  holinefs:  If  fin  be  moft 
vile,  holinefs  is  moft  lovely.  Sin  is  our  deformity,  ho- 
linefs is  our  beauty  :  fin  is  a  fliame,  holinefs  is  a  glbry. 

8.  See  the  impojfibility  of  fatisfying  God  by  ourfelves ; 
and  the  necejfity  of  flying  to  the  blood  of  Chrift.  How 
impoflible  is  it  for  you  to  fatisfy  God  by  your  own  du- 
ties^ reformation,  and  righteoufnefs  ?  Can  this  repair 
the  wrongs  done  to  God,  while  we  have  caft  the  dimg 
of  fin  upon  all  the  perfeftions  of  God  ?  We  have,  as 
it  were,  trampled  God  under  our  feet,  and  trodden  un- 
derfoot the  Son  ofGod^  Heb.  x.  29.  This  is  worfi?  than 
that  all  the  world  ftiould ,  burn  in  hell.  Can  we  then 
make  reparation  or  fatisfaftion  by  our  duties  ?  or  be 
juftified  by  our  works;  while  our  works  themfelves  are 
full  of  fin,  and  fo  full  of  pollution  ?  No,  no.  See  then 
the  abibJute  neccflity  of  fi^\x\g  to  the  blood  of  Chrift : 
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-This  is  the  only  fanduary  and  city  of  refuge  for  guilty 
finncrs ;  the  only  purgatory  and  laver  for  filthy  fmners 
to  be  cleanfed  in :  Tie  blood  of  Chriji^  and  that  only, 
cUanfetb  from  all  fin* 

Thtf  next  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  doftrine,  is  of  ex- 
amination. From  this  we  may  try,  if  ever  we  got  a  right 
Jight^  zfavingjight  of  fin,  fo  as  to  fee  it  in  its  polluting 
and  defiling  nature.  There  is  a  law-fight  of  fin  that  ufhers 
in  a  gofpel  faving  fight.  Law-work  is  neceffary ;  I  do 
not  fpeak  of  the  degrees  :  but  the  bankrupt  will  not  run 
to  the  furety,  till  he  fee  himfelf  a  dyvour,  quite  infol- 
vcnt..  The  polluted  foul  will  not  fly  to  the  fountain  till 
he  fee  himfelf  polluted  and  defiled. 

.  But  poflTibly  it  may  be^fked,  How  [hall  a  perfon  knozv*  ' 
if  J  0fter  fonie  kw-work  of  this  fort,  he  hath  got  a  gojpel 
faving  fight  of  the  pollution  of  fin  ? 

We  majl  anfwer  to  this  only  in  thefe  two  particulars 
following. 

1.  If  fo,  then  you  have  feen  it  in  the  gofpel-glafs^  and 
that  is  a  crucified  Chrift  :  They  Jhall  fioall  look  upon  him 
%vhom  they  have  pierced^  andfhall  mourn  ;  that  is,  on  a 
crucified  Chrifl:.  Chrift,  on  the  crofs,  is  a  glafs  wherein 
we  fee  the  finfulnefs  of  fin  more  than  any  where  elfe. 
Here  God's  hatred  againfl:  fin  appears  moft  clearly ;  and- 
at  the  fame  time  his  love  to  the  finner,  in  giving  his 
Son  to  the  death  for  his  fin  :  and  this  love  melts  the 
heart,  and  breaks  and  difolves  it  more  than  all  the  ter- 
rors, of  the  law  or  flames  of  hell  could  do. 

2.  If  fo,  then  the  fight  hath  wrought  a  gofpel-effe^^ 
fuch  as  that  upon  Job,  chap.  xlii.  5,  6.  Now  mine  eye 
fccth  thee ;  wherefore  lahhore  niyfelf^  and  repent  in  dtiji  and 

ajhes.     This  fight  hath  made  you  look  upon  yourfelf 
with  abhorrence  ;  and  made  you  difpleafed  with  your- 
felf, and  even  to  loath  yourfelf  before  God  ;  and  loath 
your  fin,  and'  fee  yourfelf  more  filthy  than  the  moft 
loathfome  creature  on  earth  ;  yea,  than  the  blackeft  de- 
vil in  hell :  And  you  will  alfo  find  fome  difpofition,  un- 
der a  fenfe  of  daily  defilement,  to  make  a  daily  improve- 
^  ment  of  the  fountain  of  the  blood  of  Chrift,  for  cleanf- 
-ing.  When  any  pollution  is  conlTa&cd,  \ou^'^  w.^^ 
Vol.  I  T  t  %v^ 
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find  yourfelf  uneafy,  till  you  get  a  new  dip  in  the  foun- 
tain. If  it  be  thus  with  you,  I  think  the  Lord  hath  be- 
gun to  cleanfe  you  from  your  pollution.  But,  abs !  the 
moft  part  who  hear  me,  ly  (linking  in  the  filthy  mire  of 
the  pollution  of  fiiv 

.  Therefore,  in  the  next  place,  permit  me  to  apply  the 
doftrine  in  an  ufe  of  exhortation.  Let  me  exhort  you, 

I.  To  fee  and  be  convinced  of  your  fad^  Ji^f^h  and 
poliuted  ftate  and  condition.  Alas  !  what  is  your  natural 
ftate,  man,  woman  ?  You  that  are  unregenerate,  you 
are  lying  in  the  mire,  and  loving  to  wallow  likefwine  in 
k.  A  (heep  may  run  into  the  mire,  but  cannot  reft  there 
till  it  get  out:  but  tbefwine  love  to  ly  in  it,  to  wallow 
in  it,  and  feek  no  better  place  to  ftay  in.  Tbe  whoie  world 
heth  in  wickednefs^  i  John  v.  1 9.  Thev  ly  in  it  like  a 
veffel  in  the  dub,  that  muft  needs  be  niU.  They  arc 
full  of  fin;  never  emptying,  but  always  fffling:  yea, 
when  the  man  thinketh  he  is  emptying  of  fin,  when  he 
thinketh  he  is. repenting  and  reforming,  then  he  is  fill- 
ing with  it,  and  carrying  a  fulnefs  of  it  about  with  him, 
in  fo  much  that  he  is  dropping  off  that  fulnefs  of  fia 
wherever  he  goes.  You  will  fay,  that  beggar  is  fo  full 
of  vermin,  that  he  is  dropping  his  vermin  wherever 
he  goes :  So,  many  people  difcover  their  fulnefs  of 
finful  pollutions,  by  dropping  tUis  vermin  wherever 
they  go.  If  they  come  into  good  company,  they  are 
dropiDing  their  vermin  there  :  if  they  come  into  bad 
company,  they  are  diiFufing  their  pernicious  pollutiong 
there.  Why,  they  are  fo  full  of  pollution,  fo  full  of  fin, 
that  fometimes  it  drops  out  of  their  eyes  in  proud  looks,  or 
wanton  glances  ;  fometimes  it  drops  out  of  their  lips,  in 
vain  difcourfcjor  profane  language,  fuch  as,  fwearing,  ly- 
ing, fiandering  and  idle  words ;  and  drops  out  of  their 
whole  behaviour  and  deportment.  Alas !  what  a  miferable 
cafe  and  condition  are  they  in  ?  Their  heart  is  the  fource 
of  all  corruption ;  a  neft  of  vermin  that  was  never  berried, 
a  iVay  that  was  never  cleanfed;  and  out  of  that  recep- 
tacle creeps  a  multitude  of  noxious  vermin  every  day, 
and  every  hour  of  the  day  ;  for,  out  of  the  heart  pro- 
ceedcth  all  the  wickedivefe  of  \l\c  beatt  and  life :  0^  of 
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iie  k€art  frocetietb  evil  tbotij^bts,  murders^  adulurifSi/bt' 
fjicafions,  thefts^  falfe  witnejjes^  blafphemies :  theft  are 
the  tbings  tbaf  defile  a  man^  Mat.  xv.  19,  %o*  Oh  !  fee 
and  lament  your  fad  itate ;  and  know,  if  ever  you  dweU 
with  a  holy  God,  you  muft  be  waQied,  Pfal.  xxvi..3,  4. 
If  your  filthinefs  remain,  the  filthy  devil  and  you  mui): 
lodge  together  'm  hell  for  ever.     Therefore,  . 

2.  O  feek  to  be  waflied :  Wajb  ye^  make  ye  clean^ 
ISdu  u  16.  This  was  an  exhortation  to  the  church  of  the 
Jews,  when  very  corrupt  and  degenerate.  In  which  ex^. 
hortation,  there  is  fomething/«/i^^^,  namely,  that  the 
church  was  greatly  defiled.  Indeed,  the  church  of  God 
is  fometimes  black  like  a  pagan  nation ;  yea,  blacker 
by  reafonof  fin  againft  clearer  fight,  greater  love,  ftronger 
yaws,  and  contempt  of  an  offered  Chrift.  Again,  in  this  ' 
exhortation  there  is  fomething  exprejfed^  even  their  in- 
cumbent duty ;  Wajh  ye^  make  ye  clean.  It  is  a  new-tef- 
tament  duty  under  an  old-teftament  phrafc.  But  who 
can  cleanfe  his  heart  ?  Indeed,  when  God  commands 
US  to  make  a  clean  heart,  the  defign  is,  that  we  may 
turn  the  precept  into  a  prayer,  and  fay,  *'  Lord,  create 
*'  in  me  a  clean  heart ;  waJb  me^  and  I  Jhall  be  clean.'** 
This  feems  to  be  the  native  view,  and  plain  import  of 
the  text.  WaJh  your  havds^  yejsnners  ;  purify  your  hearts, 
ye  double  minded^  faith  the  Lord,  by  the  apoftle  James. 
O  what  filthy  hands  are  there  amongft  us  !  and  much 
more  filthy  hearts !  Heart-unbelief,  heart-hardnefs,  heart- 
enmity,  heart-ftupidity,  heart-hypocrify,  heart-athcifm, 
heart-deadnefs  and  indifpofitioa,  heart-wandering  and 
wickednefs,  and  innumerable  fuch  plagues,  difcover 
the  pollution  of  the  heart.  Do  you  not  need  wafhing  ? 

There  is  a  fourfold  w^ter  that  God  makes  ufe  of  for 
this  end  ;  and  you  fliould  improve  thefe  waters. 
•  (i.)  The  water  of  ^/V?/f?;2 ;  By  this fhall  the  iniquity 
of  Jacob  be  purged.  It  was  good  for  me  that  I  was  afflided^ 
This  water,  indeed,  wafties  not  of  itfelf,  but  only  as  a 
mean  in  God's  hand  when  he  bleffes  it :  this  water, 
wafhes  fubferviently,  as  the  faw  hath  a  fubferviency  to 
cut  the  timber,  when  in  the  workman's  hand.  There- 
fore, improve  difpenfations  of  providence  ;  and  cry^ 
*^  Lord,  let  not  this  afflidion  pais  wvlUoul  io«i^  ^?cv<i^- 
Tt  2  "'  ^1 
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^*  cy  upon  my  foul,  to  wafh  and  clcanfc  mc  from  my 
«  fin." 

(2.)  The  water  of  the  word,  the  ^B^ters  of  thc.fandu- 
ary ;  thefe  are  healing,  medicinal,  and  cleanfing  waters : 
Now  are  ye  clean^  through  the  word  that  I  have  Jpoken 
vnto  you,  SanBify  them  through  thy  truth,  thy  word  is 
truth.  This  water  waflies  inftrumentally  ;  not  by  an  in- 
trinfic  virtue  of  its  own,  but  by  the  power  of  God  ac- 
companying it.  Therefore,  when  you  hear  the  word, 
cry  tor  power  to  stttend  it  for  wafliing  you.  The  word 
diicovers  the  fpot  of  fin,  James  i.  23,  24.  The  word 
propofes  the  rule  of  holinefs,  and  the  moft  noble  pat- 
tern of  purity :  Wherewith  Jhall  a  young  man  cleanfe 
iis  way  ?  By  taking  heed  thereto  according  to  thy  word, 
Pfalm.  cxix.  9.  The  word  hid  in  the  heart  is  like  a  fire 
to  burn  and  confume  the  drofs  of  fin.  The  word  holds 
forth  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  love  of  Chrift,  which 
conftrains  to  purity:  Having  thefe promifesy  dearly  be- 
loved, let  us  cleanfe  our felves from  all fiithinefs. 

(3.)  The  water  of  the  Spirifs  faving  influences  :  this 
waj:er  wafhes  efficiently.  It  is  only  through  the  Spirit^ 
that  we  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body.  O  Sirs,  employ 
the  Holy  Ghoft  to  wafh,  to  cleanfe,  to  purify,  regene- 
rate, and  factify  you  :  we  are  faid  to  be  ivafbed,  jvftiji' 
cd,  TmAfandifed  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  by 
the  Spirit  of  our  God.  It  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  to  cleanfe 
and  purify :  it  is  his  funftion,  it  is  his  office ;  and  he 
loves  to  be  employed. 

(4.)  There  is  the  crimfon  water  of  the  Redeem- 
ier's  blood;  and  this  water  wafhes  meritorioufly :  this 
is  the  fountain  opened  to  the  houfe  of  T)avid,  and  in- 
babitiints  of  yerufalem^  for  fin  and  for  unc/eannefi, 
Zcch.  xiii.  i.  The  blood  of  the  Lamb  is  a  foun- 
t  lin  ;  it  is  not  a  rivulet,  but  a  fountain,  guifliing  out 
with  freedom  :  it  is  not  a  fountain  fealed,  but  a  foun- 
tain open  ;  every  man,  every  woman  is  welcome  to  wafh 
and  purify  themfelves  at  it ;  welcome  to  bathe  in  it,  till 
he  be  whiter  than  the  fnow  :  It  is  open,  not  only' to  the 
houfc  of  David,  the  royal  family  ;  but  to  the  inhabitants 
cf  Jcrufalcm  ;  to  the  poorefl  and  meanefl  of  the  vifible 
church.     This  is  the  rivQr  that  makes  glad,  becaufe  it 
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makes  clean,  the  city  ofGoi.  O  Sirs,  run  to  this  blood 
of  the  Lamb ;  wafh  there  every  day.  There  is  an  arigi' 
nal  wafhing  in  the  day  of  converfion ;  this  is  the  initial 
wafliing  that  many  hearing  mc  ftand  in  need  of:  O  but 
you  ftand  in  need  to  be  plunged  well  then,  in  a  day  of 
power,  that  the  filthy  nature  may  be  waihed  and  chang- 
ed. There  is  alfo  ^progrejjive  daily  wafhing,  from  the 
daily  pollutions  that  are  contrafted ;  atid  this  wafliing 
the  godly  themfelves  daily  need :  though  they  need  not 
to  be  regenerated  again,  or  a  new  regeneration  of  their 
nature ;  yet  tfiey  need  always  a  new  converfion  and 
wafliing  of  their  heart  and  way :  hence  Chrift  faith  to 
Peter,  John  xiii.  10.  He  that  is  wajhed^  needetb  notfave 
to  wafh  his  feet.  Sins  contradked,  by  daily  unwjifchful- 
nefs,  put  the  people  of  God  under  a  neceffity  of  daily 
wafliing,  though  not  a  wafliing  of  the  whole  pejfon ; 
for  that  is  done  in  regeneration,  wherein  the  ftatc 
is  changed :  He  that  is  wajhed^  needeth  not  fave  to 
wafh  his  feet  /  the  feet  of  his  affeftions,  the  feet  of 
bis  converfation,  the  fteps  of  his  daily  walk.  But  there 
are  multitudes  that  were  never  waflied  at  all ;  they  mufl: 
wafli  head,  and  heart,  and  all ;  there  nature  and  ftate 
heed  wafliing,  as  well  as  their  heart  and  fife. 

In  a  word,  employ  the  Lord  Jefus  to  do  all  the  work, 
who  faid  in  that  context.  If  I  wafh  thee  not^  thouhaji  no 
fart  in  me.  Know  you  cannot  wafli  yourfelves  by  any  of 
thefe  means,  unlefs  he  put  to  his  hand  and  do  the  whole 
work:  put  your  polluted  fouls  into  his  hand, ^faying, 
*'  Lord,  wafli  me ;  apply  thy  cleanfing  blood  by  ths 
^  power  of  the  eternal  Spirit.'* 
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PrOV.  XXX.  la. 

Here  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes^  and 
yet  is  not  ivajhedfrom  their  Jilthinefs. 

[The  iccottd  Sermon  on  this  text.]] 

IT  contributes  much  to  fet  forth  the  excellency  of  the 
fcripture,  as  being  indeed  the  word  of  the  infinitely 
vife  God,  that  it  points  out  the  lively  pifture  of  people, 
in  all  times,  and  ages,  and  generations ;  infomuch 
that  the  fcriptural  account  of  people  are  never  out  of 
date.  It  were  well  if  the  world  were  mended,  fince  the 
Spirit  of  God  dictated  this  fentence,  fo  many  thoufand 
years  ag6 :  nay,  but  I  think  it  is  as  applicable  to  the  pre- 
fcnt  generation,  as  if  it  had  never  concerned  any  other. 
Try  It  when  you  will,  Sirs,  either  with  refpeft  to  your- 
fclves  or  the  generality  of  people  round  about  you,  and 
you  will  find  it  to  be  the  very  image  and  pifture  of  the 
day.  As  face  anfwering  face  in  a  glafs  ;  fo,  in  the 
looking-glafs  of  this  text,  you  may  fee  your  own  face,, 
man,  woman  ;  and  the  face  of  a  multitude  in  our  day. 
Was  there  ever  more  filthinefs  and  impurity  of  thought, 
word,  and  aftion ;  of  heart,  fpeech,  and  behaviour ; 
and  yet  in  what  a  proud,  felf-conceited,  felf-juftifying 
delufion  and  dream  are  many  into ;  as  if  they  were  pure, 
good,  civil,  fober,  honefl,  and  righteous  enough. 
Well  may  it  be  faid.  There  is  a  generation  that  are 
pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and  yet  is  not  wajhed  from  their 
filthinefs. 

Having,  in  the  preceding  difcourfe,  opened  up  and 
applied  the  firfl  doftrinal  obfervation  we  laid  down 
from  the  words,  we  fliall  now  proceed  to  the  fecond 
doftrine. 

Obser.  II.  That  purity  is  an  excellent  thing,  and  of 

abfolute 
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abfolute  necejjity  to  denominate  a  true  fainh  a  iruf 
Cbnjiign. 

In  the  handling  of  this  propofition,  we  propofe, 
through  divine  jud,  to  obferve  the  following  method 
and  order. 

I.  Touch  a  little  at  the  naiureoi  this  purity^, 
n.  Mention  fome  of  the  qualities  of  i^. 
in.  Enquire  into  the  necejfttj  thereof. 
rV.  Point  out  ikit,  excellency  of  this  purity. 
.    V.  Make  application  of  the  fubjeft. 

I.  We  (hall  return  to  the^firft  of  thefe,  viz.  To  totich 
a  little  at  the  nature  of  this  purity.  And  what  we  in- 
tend to  offer  upon  this  head  may  be  comprifed  in  thcfc 
two  things.  I.  The  removal  of  the  filthinels.  11.  The 
conferring  of  cleannefs. 

ly?,  This  purity  lies  in  the  removal  of  the  flthineji 
that  the  text  fpeaks  of.  The  man  that  is  pure  is  warn- 
ed from  his  filthinefs  in  the  blood  of  Chrift.  And  there 
Is  a  threefold  filthinefs  that  is  wafhed  away. 

1.  The  filthinefs  of  our  nature.  We  are  naturally 
unclean  and  defiled  ;  for,  that  which  is  born  of  the  Jlefij 
is  fiejhy  John  iii.  6.  And,  who  can  bring  a  clean  thing 
out  of  an  unclean  ?  Now,  it  is  the  purifying  grace  of 
■God  in  Chrift,  that  only  can  remove  this  defilement  of 
our  nature  ;  Such  were  fome  of  you  ;  but  ye  are  wafhed^ 
but  ye  are  fanBified^  but  ye  are  jujlified,  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord yefus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God,  i  Cor.vi.  ii. 
He  faveth,  by  the  wajhing  of  regeneration^  and  renewing 
if  the  Holy  Qhojl^  Tit.  iii.  3,  4,  5.  Now,  how  far  ori- 
ginal pollution  is  removed,  in  thofe  whom  the  Lord 
purifies,  we  need  not  difpute :  it  is  certain,  the  foul  is 
made  fair  and  beautiful  in  the  fight  of  God ;'  though 
the  fin  that  doth  defile  remains,  yet  its  habitual  defile- 
ment is  taken  away,  when  the  perfon  is  purified. 

2.  The  filthinefs  of  our  perfon^  in  adual  tranfgrefli- 
bn,  is  taken  away  in  this  work  of  fanSification  and  pu- 
rification. There  is  a  defilement  attending  every  aftual 
fin  :  Now,  it  is  the  blood  ofChriJi  that  cleanfeth  from  all 

fin.    Befides  the  defilement  of  the  nature,  vjb\dv  \\s:: 
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purges  J  Tit.  i.  1 5.  he  takes  away  the  d/efilemcnt  of  our 
perfons,  by  adual  follies ;  for.  By  one  offering  be  per- 
feSied  for  ever  them  that  are  fanSltfiedy  Heb.  x.  i'4. 

3.  The  filthinefs  and  defilement  of  our  duties  is  alfo 
taken  away,  in  this  work  of  purification.  There  is  t 
defilement  arifes  from  our  duties  ;  unbelief  and  forma- 
lity drop  in  into  our  beft  duties :  we  may  be  aifaiamed 
of  our  choiceft  performances.  God  hath  promifed, 
concerning  the  good  works  of  the  faints,  that  their 
works  Jhall  follow  them^  Rev.  xiv.  13.  Truly,  if  they 
were  to  be  meafured  by  the  rule,  as  they  come  from  us, 
it  might  be  well  for  the  faints,  that  they  might  be  'buri- 
ed for  ever :  but  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  their  High* 
prieft,  bears  the  iniquities,  the  guilt,  and  provocation 
which,  in  ftriO:  and  fevere  juflice,  doth  attend  them, 
£xod.  xxviii.  38.  He  bears  the  iniquities  of  our  holy 
things  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  wajhes  away  all  filth  and 
defilement ;  and  adds  fweet  incenfe^  that  they  may  be 
accepted.  Whatever  is  of  the  Spirit,  of  himfelr,  of 
grace,  that  remains  :  but  whatever  is  of  flefh,  felf,  and 
unbelief,  that  is  hay  and  ftubble,  and  that  he  confumes 
and  takes  away ;  infomuch,  that  the  good  works  of  the 
believer  fhall  meet  him  one  day  with  fuch  changed 
countenance,  that  he  fhall  not  know  them :  that  which 
feemed  black,  deformed,  and  defiled,  fhall  appear 
beautiful  and  glorious ;  they  fhall  not  be  afraid  of  them, 
but  rejoice  to  fee  them  follow  them. 

This  cleanfing  of  the  man^s  nature,  perfon,  and  du- 
ties, from  all  defilement,  is  owing  to  the-death  of  Chrifl* 
meritorioufly,  to  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghofl'  efficient- 
ly :  he  is  that  pure  water  wherewith  we  are  fprinkled 
from  all  our  fins;  that  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burnings 
XhsX  takes  away  the  filth  of  the  daughters  of  Zion,  and  purges 
the  blood  of  Jerufalcrn  jrom  the  midji  of  her^  Ifa.  vi.  4. 
But  then, 

idly^  This  purity  lies  not  only  in  the  removal  of  this 
filthinefs  and  defilement ;  but  in  the  confering  of  clean- 
nefs.     And  this  is  alfo  in  a  threefold  gradation. 

I.  When  God  purifies  a  perfon,  he  gives  the  Spirit 
of  purity  and  holinefs  to  dwell  in  the  man  :  our  renew- 
ing is  of  the  Uoly  Qhoji^  suh^  is  Jh^d  on  us  abundantly 
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through  Chriji^  Tit.  iii.  6.  The  principal  thing  in  fanc- 
tification  and  purification,  is  the  indwelling  of  the  puri- 
fying Spirit ;  and  our  following  after  the  guidance; 
thereof.  The  Spirit  is  the  well  within,  the  fountain  of 
purity :  /  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you  ;  and  caufe  you 
to  walk  in  my  Jiatutes,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  No  pure  an  J 
holy  ftep,  till  once  this  pure  and  holy  Spirit  be  put 
within  men. 

2.  He  gives  habitual  grace ;  the  principle  of  grace 
oppofite  to  the  principle  of  fin  that  is  in  our  nature : 
this  is  that  incorruptible  feed  that  dwells  in  the  man  whoni 
the  LBrd  purifies.  This  grace,  according  to  the  diftin£t 
faculties  of  the  foul  where  it  is  ;  or  the  diftinQ:  objefl:, 
about  which  it  is  exercifed,  receives  various  names  and 
appellations,  though  all  be  but  one  new  principle  of  life : 
in  the  underftanding  it  is  light ;  in  the  will,  it  is  obe- 
dience ;  in  the  aflfeftions,  it  is  love ;  and  in  all,  it  \s 
faith  :  but  ftill  one  and  the  fame  habit  of  grace. 

3.  He  gives  a^lual  influences^  for  the  performance  of 
every  fpiritual  duty :  for,  though  a  man  be  purified 
in  both  the  former  refpefts,  by  having  the  Spirit  dwel- 
ling in  him,  and  a  principle  and  habit  of  grace  infufed  ; 
yet,  even  to  fuch  as  have  both  thefe,  Chrift  faith,  that 
without  him  they  can  do  nothing  ;  that  is,  without  new 
influences  of  grace,  new  fupplies,  and  motions,  and  o- 
perations  of  the  Spirit.  They  cannot  live  and  fpend 
upon  the  old  ftock ;  for  every  new  afl:  they  muft  have 
%  new  influence  ;  and  the  Spirit  that  dwells  in  the  man, 
mufl:*  work  in  him.  And  as  he  hath  implanted  grace, 
b  he  muft  draw  forth  grace  into  exercife  ;  and  work  in 
is  both  to  will  and  to  do^  Phil.  ii.  13. — Thus  you  have 
bmewhat  of  the  nature  of  this  purity  ;  it  confifts 
n  the  removal  of  filthinefs,  and  conferring  of  clean- 
lefs. 

II.  As  to  the  qualities  of  this  purity,  I  fliall  exprefs 
hem  both  negatively  and  pofitively  at  once.  And, 

I.  It  is  not  a  natural^  but  2.  fupernatural '.vlA  fpiritual 

►urity.     The  power  of  natural  confcience,  may  engage 

man  to  do  many  things,  as  Herod,  while  yet  he  is  a 

:ranger  to  gofpcl  purity,  which  is  fuperuatut^l ',  fex  \\. 

yoL.  L  .  U  u  ^^ 
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18  from  above :  the  man  that  is  purified,  is  bom  of  the 
Spirit,  and  born  from  above  ;  he  is  God^s  workman/hip, 
treated  in  Chr'tfi  Jefus  unto  good  works.  It  is  the  Spirit 
of  God  that  gamilhes  the  foul  with  thefe  fpiritual  em- 
broideries ;  they  are  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  '  Thefe  that 
are  no  purer  than  when  they  were  born  ;  or  than  they 
are  by  nature,  have  no  purity  at  all.;  they  are  not  wajb" 
ed  from  their  filthinefs. 

2.  It  is  not  an  hypocritical^  but  a  real  unfained  purity* 
Many  hypocrites  there  are,  that  draw  near  to  Gad  with 
their  mouthy  and  honour  him  with  the  lip ;  but  their  hearts 
are  far  removid  from  him.  Their  hearts  are  not  right 
"  with  God.  The  faint  is  faid  to  have  his  heart  found  in 
God's  fiatutes  ;  and  to  have  truth  in  the  inward  parts  ; 
and  2ifpirit  without  guile,  in  oppofition  both  to  grofs  and 
clofs  nypocrify.  The  grofs  hypocrite  is  one  that  knows 
he  is  juggling  with  God  and  religion :  furely  there  is 
no  purity  there.  The  clofe  hypocrite  is  deceiving  him- 
fclf,  and  is  not  aware  of  it.  ^ 

But  here  a  queftion  may  arife,  May  one  be  a  hypocrite 
and  not  know  it? 

To  which  we  may  reply  ;  No  doubt  of  it :  for  many 
are  playing  the  hypocrite,  when  they  think  they  are  ve- 
ry devout  perfons :  their  hearts  are  divided ;  not  up- 
right, but  complex :  and  they  have  a  complex  portion ; 
God  and  the  creaturt  make  up  a  portion  to  them. 
The  hypocrite  gives  God  a  part  of  his  heart,  and  the 
creature  a  part  of  his  heart :  he  gives  heaven  and  duties 
a  part  of  his  heart  and  time ;  and  he  gives  hell  and 
idols  another  part  of  his  heart  and  time.  The  worfliip 
of  God,  that  gratifies  his  confcience;  the, way  of  fin, 
that  gratifies  his  afFeftions :  and  between  the  two  he  is 
pleafed.  God  alone  doth  not  fatisfy  him  ;  the  creature 
alone  doth  not  fatisfy  him:  but  he  runs  between  the 
two.  But  the  cloven  foot  is  a  mark  of  the  devil ;  the 
heart  is  divided.  But  the  pure,  the  upright  man,  is 
one  who  dares  no\  regard  iniquity  in  his  heart,  and  who 
takes  a  Gc  ,1  in  Chrift  alone  for  all  his  portion  and  hap- 
pinefs  ;  that  fatisfies  all  the  vaft  defires  of  his  foul :  and, 
to  whomjluill  I  go,  faith  he  ?  thou  hajt  the  words  afeter- 
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iw/  life.  God  is  the  centre  of  the  foul's  reft :  Return  io 
thy  reji^  0  myfotily  Pfalm  cxvi.  7. 

3.  It  is  not  a  fpeculative^  but  an  operative  purity. . 
Some  have  all  their  religion  in  their  head,  but  nothing 
in  their  heart  and  life :  all  the  knowledge  they  are  ma- 
ftcr  of  hath  no  influence  upon  the  fandification  of  either. 
iJlany  people  are  like  rickety  children,  their  heads  are 
fwelled,  but  their  backs  are  narrow  and  contraS'ed :  * 
fo  they  have  heads  full  of  light,  but  they  are  empty  of 
piety  and  purity  ;  They  prof efs  that  they  know  God  ;  but 

in  works  they  deny  him.  Indeed,  if  they  have  a  true 
knowledge  of  God,  it  would  lead  to  true  fandity ;  but 
they  are  the  liker  the  devil,  who  hath  much  knowledge, 
but  no  purity.  People  may  be  like  the  toad,  who  hath 
a  precious  ftone  in  his  head,  .but  his  belly  is  full  of  poi- 
fon:  they  may  have  a  head  full  of  notional  know- 
ledge ;  but  they  have  an  heart  full  of  unmortified  en- 
mity. 

4.  It  is  not  a  common^  but  a  fpecial  purity.  People 
may  have  common  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God ;  not 
only  may  their  underftandings  be  much  enlightened^ 
like  thofe,  Heb.  vi.  4. ;  but  their  will  may  be  renewed, 
toward  many  good  purpofes  and  refolutions,  like  A- 
grippa,  almojl  perfuaded  to  he  faints :  their  afteftions 
may  be  feveral  ways  touched.  There  are  common  gifts 
and  graces  of  the  Spirit,  that  may  both  warm  the  af- 
fedion,  and  fmooth  the  converfation ;  while  yet  the 
heart  is  not  wafhed  from  its  filthinefs,  in  the  manner 
{hat  I  have  defcribed. 

,  5.  It  is  not  z  fuperjiitious^  but  zfcriptural  and  regular 
purity.  Many  worftiip  God  vainly,  while  they  worfhip 
him  fuperftitioufly ;  in  a  manner  not  required  in  his 
,  word :  fuch  are  all  thefe  forms  of  v/orfhip,  and  of  di- 
vine fervice,  in  thofe  churches  that  are  over-run  with 
.human  inventions,  and  unfcriptural  ceremonies :  ,  In 
vain  do  they  worfhip  me  ;  teaching  for  doBrines  the  com- 
mandments^ of  men.  The  word  of  God  is  the  ftandard 
of  true  piety  and  purity :  ^s  many  as  walk  according  to 
this  rule,  peace  be  on  them,  faith  the  apoftle,  and  on  all 
the  Ifrael  of  God.  To  the  law  and  to  the  teftimony  ; 
if  they  fpcak  not  according  to  this,  it  is  becaufr  tfeere  is  no 

Uu  2  Vi?^^ 


340        STi&tf  Nature /im/FxcELLBKCY 

ight  In  them.  No  man  can  do  any  thing  in  faith,  un- 
^fs  he  can  fay,  So  it  is  written  ;  or  hath  a  thus  faith  the 
Lord  to  warrant  it :  and  whatfoever  is  not  thus  of  faith 
is  ftn.  This  purity  is  fcriptural  both  with  refped  to 
the  law  and  the  gofpel :  the  law  is  the  rule  of  purity, 
and  the  gofpel  is  the  injirument^  even  the  word  of  grace: 
l^ow  are  ye  clean^  through  the  word  that  I  have  Jfoken 
unto  you,  SanBify  them  through  thy  truth,  thy  word  is 
truth 

6.  It  is  not  a  partial^  but  an  extenftve,  univerfal  pu- 
rity.    It  is  not  a  part  of  the  man,  that  is  walhed  from 
filthinefs,  but  the  whole  man :  the  whole  man  is  renewed 
after  the  image  of  God.  If  any  man  he  in  Chrift  he  is  a  new 
creature  ;  old  things  are  paj}  az^ay;  bthold,  a  If  things  are  be- 
come new.  There  is  a  new  ftate,  a  new  difpofition ;  there  is 
a  new  light  in  the  underftanding  ;  the  light  of  the  know- 
ledge of  the  glory  of  God ;  a  new  liberty  in  the  will ;  be- 
ing made  willing  in  the  day  of  God^s  power :  a  new- order 
in  the  affeftions ;    they  being  fet  upon  things  above:  a 
new  peace  in  the  confcicnce;  z  peace  that  pajith  all  m* 
tural  underjlandi7ig :  a  new  luftre    in  the  whole  conver- 
fation  ;  it  being  a  converfaiion  becoming  the  gofpel:  a  new 
triade  of  communion  with  God,    and  intcrcourfe  with 
he2.ven  :    a  new  war  agiiinll*  the  devil,  the  world,  and 
the-flefh  :  All  things  are  become  new.     Think  not  you  are 
holy  enough  w!ien  free  from  the  outward  pollutions  of 
the  world.     New  defircs  and  new  delights  muft  be  in- 
laid and  implanted  in  the  foul :  new  faith,  in  oppofition 
to  the  old  dead  faith ;  new  hope,  in  oppofition  to  the 
old  natural  hope  ;  new  repentance,  in  oppofition  to  the 
old-covenant  repentance ;   a  new  obedience,  in  oppofi- 
tion to  the  old-covenant  obedience.     And  fo, 

7.  It  is  not  a  Icgal^  but  an  evangelical  purity.  Legal 
purity  is  built  upon  the  ground  of  perfonal  righteoufnefs 
and  inherent  ftrcngth^  like  Adam*s  in  a  ftate  of  inno- 
cency:  but  evangelical  purity  is  built  upon  the  ground, 
of  Chrifi's  righteoufnefs  and  Jlrengthj  Ifa.  xlv.  24.  The 
man  that  is  evangelically  purified  faith.  Surely  in  the 
'Lord  only  have  I  righteoufnefs  andflrength.  Gofpel  pu» 
rity  afl:s  upon  the  divine  flrength  of  Chrift,  for  being 
to  itfch]  and  for  all  its  afliftauce :  and  it  afts  upon  the 
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divine  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  for  acceptation  to  itfelf, 
and  for  all  its  acceptance.  — Legal  purity  afts  by  compul' 
Jion  and  conjiraini^  from  fear  of  hell,  and  the  like :  but 
gofpel  purity  a£ts  freely^  and  from  love.-  Legal  purity 
levels  2X.felf^  and  the  magnifying  thereof:  gofpel  purity 
levels  ztfree  grace ^  and  the  praife  and  glory  thereof. — 
Legal  purity  is  mercenary^  expefiing  God  will  make  out 
his  pan,  becaufe  the  pure  creature  thinks  he  has  done 
his  endeavour,  to  perform  his  condition  on  his  part ; 
and  fo  imagines  he  has  a  right  founded  upon  his  purity 
and  holinefs  :  but  gofpel  purity  is  humble^  and  takes  all 
things  freely  ;  not  in  a  conditional  way,  but  in  an  ab- 
folute  manner,  with  refpeft  to  him  j  and  expeding 
all  things  promifed  in  the  covenant,  only  upon  the 
condition  performed  by  Chrift,  his  obedience  to  the 
death.  • 

8.  It  is  not  an  evantjhingy  but  a  permanent  purity.  All 
the  religion  that  many  have  is  evanifhing  and  fuperficial ; 
it  comes  and  goes  like  a  flafli  of  lightening.  True  purity 
is  permanent  and  conftant ;  it  continues  and  grows : 
for,  he  that  hath  clean  hands  Jhall  wax  jlronger  and  Jirong* 
er,  The  righteous  holdeth  on  his  way,  like  a  veffel  failing 
toward  fuch  a  port,  though  it  meet  with  many  blafts  to 
drive  it  hither  and  thither,  and  fometimes  very  far  back  ;  ' 
yet  it  goes  on  again,  and  makes  out  the  harbour  de- 
figned :  fo,  though  the  believer  may  meet  with  blafts 
01  temptation  and  corruption,  that  may  fet  him  far  back; 
yet  he  holds  on  his  way.  A  God  in  Chrift  is  the  centre 
of  reft,  to  which  he  moves  ;  yea,  he  hath  taken  up  his 
reft  in  him,  and  there  he  refolves  to  ftay  for  ever :  he 
hath  chofen  a  God  in  Chrift  for  his  portion,  and  he  is 
determined  to  abide  by  his  choice ;  Whom  have  I  in 
heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  in  all  the  earth  that  I 
dejire  befides  thee,  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  25.  As  if  he  had  faid, 
I  have  been  ranging  and  ranfacking  heaven,  and  look-  * 
ing  to  all  the  angels  there  ;  I  have  been  traverfing  earth, 
and  viewing  all  the  children  of  men  ;  but  there  is  none 
worthy  of  my  choice  but  thee  alone  :  Whom  have  I  in 
heaven  Sut  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  in  all  the  earth  that  I 
defire  hefidfs  thee.  Here  is  a  charadteriftick  and  diftin- 
guifliing  quality  of  a  pure  and  upright  man,     A  K^^o- 
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crite  can  go  to  a  preaching  and  a  prayer ;  but  he  can 
never  fay.  Now,  I  could  live  and  die  in  this  work ;  no, 
no :  the  man  muft  be  back  to  the  world  again,  back  to 
his  idbls  again :  there  is  fomething  in  the  earth  that  is 
more  his  portion  than  God  ;  fo  his  religion  is  vanifhing. 
But, 

III.  It  is  proper  now  to  fpeak  a  word  of  the  necejjttj 
of  this  purity.  Here  I  would  effay  tv^^o  things: 
i.  Shew  that  it  is  neceffary.  2.  Enquire  for  what  it  is 
neceffary. 

\Jly  We  are  to  fhew  that  purity  is  neceffary.  Thi$ 
will  appear  clear,   if  you  confider  thefe  things  follow-^ 

1.  That  purity  is  neceffary,  will  appear  from  all  the 
typical  works  under  the  law  ;  the  legal  wafhings  and  pu- 
rifyings.  What  meant  the  great  fea  of  brafs  that  was 
appointed  for  the  high  priefts  to  wafli  in,  before  they 
made  their  addreffes  to  the  throne,  before  they  compaf- 
fed  the  altar  ?  What  needed  all  the  wafhings  of  the 
people  and  of  the  facrifices  ?  Certainly,  if  we  look  not 
to  the  fpirituality  of  it,  but  only  to  the  latter,  they  feem 
a  piece  of  pageantry,  unworthy  of  the  divine  Spirit  to 
concern  himftlf  in  thefe  outward  wafliings  :  but  having 
a  furtlaer  view,  they  point  at  a  gofpel  fpiritual  wafliing 
and  purification. 

2.  The  neceffity  of  it  is  evident  from  the  facramental 
wajhing  in  the  new  teftament.  What  means  the  facra- 
ment  of  baptifm  ?  Doth  it  not  fpeak  forth  the  neceffity 
of  our  wafhing  ?  Who  no  fooner  enter  on  the  threfhold 
of  life,  than  there  is  the  laver  of  regeneration  prefented 
for  wafliing  and  purification. 

3.  The  neceffity  of  it  is  evident  from  all  the  commands 
cf  the  law.  Every  command  hath  a  voice ;  and  the  ge- 
neral voice  and  cry  of  all  is,  Wajh  ye^  make  ye  clean^  Ifa. 
i.  16.  The  end  of  the  command  is  love^  out  of  a  puer  hearty 
1  Tim*  i.  5. 

4»  The  neceffity  of  it  is  evident  from  the  promifes  of 
the  gofpel'  The  great  promife  of  the  new  covenant  is,  / 
wilTfprinkle  them  with  clean  water y  and  theyfhall  be  clean  ; 
from  all  your  filthinefs^  and  from  all  your  idols  I  will  cleanfe 
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jpu,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25.  Thefe  promifes  were  ncedlcfs, 
kF  purity  was  not  neceffary :  and  we  ought  to  make  ufe 
of  thefe  promifes,  and  plead  them. 

5.  In  a  word,  It  was  the  end  of  Chrift's  coming  into 
the  world,  that  he  might  redeem  from  all  iniquity^  and 
purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people : — It  was  the  ddign  of 
his  abode  in  it,  that  he  might  leave  us  an  example^  fct 
before  us  z.  pattern  of  holinefs^  that  we  mi^ht  follow  bis 
Jleps^  and  be  holy  as  he  is  holy  : — It  was  the  intention  of 
his  deaths  and  the  fliedding  of  his  blood  ;  for,  he  fujfer- 
ed  without  the  gate,  that  he  rmght  fandify  the  people^  and 
that  his  blood  might  be  a  laver  for  walhing  away  all  their 
filthinefs  and  impurity,  and  a  fountain  for  wafhing  a- 
way  all  fin  and  uncleannefs,  becaufe  his  blood  cleanfes 
from  all  fin* — Chrift  prayed  for  his  blefling  to  us  \fanc^ 
fify  them  through  the  truth  :  he  fent  the  Spirit  (or  this  end, 
tnat  he  might  convince  offin^  caufe  us  to  walk  in  hisjla- 
iutes^  and  apply  his  blood  for  purifying  our  confciencet 
from  deed  'ivorks. Thus  we  fee  that  purity  is  necef- 
fary. 

idly^  We  proceed  now  to  confider,  for  what  it  is  ne- 
ceffary. Amongft  others  it  is  neceifary  for  thefe  things 
following. 

.1.  It  is  neceffary  to  CYidencc  our  jufiification  2.nd  par^ 
don.  Why,  if  you  be  not  purified,  you  are  not  pardon- 
ed ;  for,  the  pardoned  man  is  a  purified  man.  When 
God  reveals  the  guilt  of  fin,  he  deftroys,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  the  ftrength  of  fin  ;  Rom.  viii.  i.  "There  is  no  con^ 
demnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrijl  Jefus  ;  \.  e.  They 
are  juftified.  Well,  how  do  they  evidence  that  ?  They 
walk  not  after  theflefhy  but  after  the  Spirit. 

2.  \t  is  neceffary  to  clear  up  our  evidences  for  Heaven, 
— It  is  neceffary  to  clear  your  adoption  ;  Touch  not  the  un^. 
cleanthingy  faith  the  Lord ;  and  Iwill  receive  you :  I  will  be 
a  Father  toyou^  andyoufhallbemyfons  and  daughters^  2  Cor, 
vi.  17,  x8.  The  meaning  is,  in  a  word:  this  purity  fhall 
be  an  evidence  of  my  paternal  relation  to  you ;  and  here- 
by your  adoption  into  my  family  will  be  cleared  up :  for, 
if  you  be  of  God's  family,  you  will,  thro*  grace,  ftudy 
purity. — It  is  neceffary  to  your  union  with  him;  I. do 
not  mean  that  the  foul  muft  firil  be  p\ii\?ied\)dox^  \v\y5i 
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united  to  Chrift ;  as  if  none  were  to  come  to  Chrift,  till 
they  firft  make  themfelves  pure  :  nay,  that  is  crofs'  to 
the  very  fcope  of  the  gofpcl,  which  calls  polluted  fin- 
ners  to  come  to  him,  that  they  may  be  waflied  by  him. 
But  I  fay,  it  is  neceffary  to  union,  in  regard  that,  in 
uniting  a  foul  to  himfelf,  he  purifies  that  ibul :  and 
there  cannot  be  an  union  between  Chrift  and  the  foul 
otherwife  :  Of  him  are  ye  in  Chriji  Jefusj  who  of  God  is 
made  to  us  fandification^  i  Cor.  i.  30.      If  Chrift  come 
into  the  foul,  he.  comes  in  fanftifying  and  purifying  the 
foul :  for  he  cannot  unite  with  impurity ;  light  cannot 
unite  with   darknefe,   neither  life  match  with   death* 
Can  Heaven  mingle  with  hell,  or  flefh  with  fpirit  ?  No ; 
there  is  no  union  but  in  this  purifying  Spirit  to  conic 
in. — It  is  neceflary  to  our  communion  with  God.     As  I 
faid  of  union,  fo  I  fay  of  communion :  when  God  voui:h- 
fafes  to  bring  a  perfon  to  communion  with  himfelf,  he 
purifies  that  perfon :  for,  ^)at  communion  hath  light  with 
darknefs  ?  And  the  more  that  a  perfon  is  purified,  the 
more  communion  with  God:  If  a  man  love  me,  and  keep 
my  words 9  my  Father  wtll  love  him  ;  and  we  will  come  un- 
to him,  and  take  up  our  abode  with  him^  John  xiv.  23. 
And  he  that  hath  my  commandments ,  and  keepeth  them,  he 
it  is  that  loveth  me,  and  he  that  loveth  me.fhall  be  loved  of 
my  Father^  and  I  will  love  him^  and  will  manifefl  myjelfto 
himy  John  xiv.  21. 

3.  It  is  neceflary  to  the  acccptablenefs  of  our  ferviccs 
unto  God.  As  in  juftification  the  believer  is  made  ac- 
eepted;  fo  in  fahftification  he  is  made  acceptable.  I  di- 
ftinguifh  between  acceptance^  and  acccptablenefs :  We  are 
accepted  only  in  the  beloved ;  but  thofe  that  are  loved  of 
him,  and  accepted^  they  are  alfo  made  lovely  and  accept- 
able, Juftification  and  pardon  makes  a  man  loved  and 
accepted :  but  fanftification  and  purity  maketh  him  love- 
ly and  acceptable.  The  greateft  performances,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  moft  exprefs  commands,  are  loft  ;  they  arc 
unacceptable  and  abominable,  in  the  fight  of  God,  with- 
out purity;  Ifa.  Ixvi.  3.  He  that  kideth  an  ox,  as  if  he 
flew  a  man  ;  he  that  facriflceth  a  lamb,  as  if  he  cut  off  a 
dog^s  neck ;  he  that  offer eth  an  oblation,  as  if  be  offered 
Ji(/s/ies  l^/ood;  he  that  burneth  incenfe^  as  if  he  bleffed  an 
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t    iJo/:  yea,  they  have  chofen  their  own  ways^  and  their  foul 

I     delighteth  in  their  abominations.    All  duties,  all  adions  ; 

■    natural  aftions,  civil  aSions,  religious  adions,  they  arc 

s     all  abominable  to  him,  without  this  purity, 

'         4.  It  is  neceflary  to  accefs  to  God :  /  will  wajh  mine 

hands  in  innocence,   and  fo  will  comtajs  thine  altar,  Pfal. 

xxvi.  6.  ff^ho  Jhall  afcend  into  the  htll  of  the  Lordf  H^  ho 

Jhall {land  in  his  holy  place?  He  that  hath  clean  hands  and 

a  pure  heart,  &c.  Pfalm  xxiv.  3,  4.     It  is  neceflary  tq 

accefs  :  not  as  the  ground  of  accefs  to  God  ;  but  as  the 

J  qualification  of  the  perfon  that  fliall  have  accefs.  The 
cgal  dream  of  the  natural  biafs  of  the  heart,  makes  it 
neceflary  fl:ill  to  difliinguifli  matters  well  upon  this  fub- 
jed.  The  only  ground  of  accefs  is  the  blood  of  Chriftf 
In  whom  we  have  boldnefs  and  accefs,  with  confidence,  by 
the  faith  of  him ^  Eph.  iii.  12.  Purity  itfelf,  in  whatever 
meafure  communicated  to  us,  is  not  the  foundation  of 
our  accefs  to  God ;  but  it  is  the  qualification  of  the 
fubjca,  or  perfon,  that  hath  accefs  ;  he  is  a  perfon  who, 
being  privileged  with  accefs  by  the  blood  of  Chrifl:.  is 
alfo  waflied  and  purified  by  that  fame  blood :  and  this 
is  the  charader  of  the  man  that  fliall  afcend  to  the  hill  of 
the  Lordy  and  Jland  in  his  holy  placCj  being  thus  put  in 
a  capacity  fo  to  do.  Indeed,  the  believer  comes  always 
in  the  fenfe  of  impurity,  and  to  be  cleanfed  j  and  this 
very  thing  is  fome  purity. 

IV.  The  fourth  general  head  we  propofed,  was.  To 
touch  at  the  excellency  of  this  purity.  We  fliall  endeavour 
to  point  out  the  exceUency  thereof  in  the  ten  following 
particulars. 

I.  The  excellency  of  it  appears,  in  that  it  ajftmulates 
unto  God :  It  is  py  refemblance  of  God,  who  is  perfed 
purity ;  and  purity  is  one  of  the  mofl:  noble  parts  of  his 
image.  Every  creature  hath  fome  refemblance  of  God: 
the  very  inanimate  creatures  refemble  him,  in  refped 
of  being ;  and  living  creatures  refemble  him,  in  fome- 
thing  of  life :  nay,  the  very  deyils  refemble  him,  in 
fomcthing  of  knowledge.  But  for  the  refemblance  of 
that  moral  perfedion,  his  holinefs  and  purity,  this  is 
what  devils  and  men,  by  their  fin  and  fall,  ^\^  o^^c^^ 
.   Vol.  1.  X  X 
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fitc  and  antipodes  to :  but  it  is  the  honour  of  adl  jthe 
faints,  to  have  fome  rcfemblancc  of  God,  even  in  ho- 
linefs. 

2.  It  cannot  but  be  excellent^  for  it  retrives  our  ori- 
ginal innocence,  partly  here,  and  fully  hereafter. 
When  man  dropt  cut  of  God's  creating  hand,  he  w?w 
like  the  pifture  of  God,  in  a  cloud:  O  he  was  lovdy! 
he  was  an  abfolute  beauty,  without  any  deformity! 
But,  alas !  he  quickly  was  perverted,  and  hi^  beau- 
ty defaced.  Now,  this  purity  retrieves  our  original 
beauty. 

3.  The  excellency  of  it  cannot  but  appear  in  this,  that 
it  is  the  defign  of  the  whole  Trinity^  in  all  their  great 
aftions*— It  is  the  defign  of  God  the  Father  }n  deding 
a  fet  of  people,  that  they  might  be  holy ;  He  bath  chofen- 
us  in  him  J  that  we  Jhouldbe  holy^  Eph.  i.  4. — It  was  the 
defign  of  Chrift  in  dying,  that  he  might  purify  to  hitnfe^' 
a  peculiar  people^  %calous  of  good  works ^  Tit*  ii.  14;  It 
was  not  merely  to  pardon,  but  to  purify :  pardon  only 
keeps  us  from  hell ;  but  purity  makes  us  like  God  him- 

felf,  and  fit  for  heaven. It  is  the  defign  of  the  Holy^ 

Ghoji  to  purify  :  and  why  is  he  called  the  Holy  Gboji? 
Not  only  becaufe  he  is  cffentially  holy  ;  for,  indeed, 
the  Father  and  the  Son  are  the  fame  holy  Spirit  with  him ; 
but  becaufe  of  his  funftion  and. operation,  by  the  divine 
ceconomy  ;  it  being  his  work  to  make  a  holy  world,  a 
pure  world. 

4.  It  is  excellent,  in  regard  it  is  a  dijiinguifbing  cba- 
taker  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  from  all  others.  What 
is  Mahometanifm,  but  a  mixture  of  diftrafted  fancies, 
and  erroneous  pollutions  ?  The  Pagan  religion  is  no-^ 
thing  but  a  pollution  ;  their  gods  are  brought  in  as  mur- 
derers and  liars.  Piety  and  purity  is  the  diftiinguifhing 
charafter  of  the  Chrifliian  religion,  and  the  great  defign 
of  it ;  Lei  every  one  that  nameth  thiname  ofChriJi  depart 
from  iniquity^  2  Tim.  ii.  19.  Their  name  (hould  be,  Ho" 

Unefs  to  the  Lord. 

5.  It  is  excellent,  in  regard  it  is  the  beauty  of  the 
rational  creature.  We  are  called  to  worfliip  him  in  the 
beauty  of  holinefs^  Pfalm  xxix.  2.  This  is  a  beauty  that 
makes  a  man  out-fhine  the  fun  m  fplendor.    Jmpurity 
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is  theigreateft  deformity.  I  have  read  of  an  old  woman, 
who,  feeing  her  deformity  in  a  glafs,  did  run  mad.  O 
Sirs !  if  God  fhould  fhow  us  our  deformity,  in  the 
glais  of  the  law,  it  were  enough  to  make  us  run  diftrac- 
tcd,  if  there  was  no  difcovcry  of  a  fountain,  for  purifi- 
cati^on  and  wafliing. 

6.  It  is  excellent,  in  regard  that  it  is  the  real  glory 
and  bmour  of  a  man  that  hath  it ;  and  it  is  fm  that  is 
a  man's  fhame  and  diftidnour.  Naaman  was  general  of 
the  king's  army,  a  man  of  great  favour  with  his  prince, 
a  man  of  great  honour  and  refpeft,  a  mighty  man  of 
valour :  but  he  was  a  leper ;  this,  but  he  was  a  leper^ 
was  a  cloud  upon  all  his  glory,  and  a  nail  upon  all  his 
honour.  So  to  fay.  There  is  a  wife  man,  but  he  is 
unholy;  there  is  a  great  man,  but  he  is  unholy;  there 
is  a  good-natured  man,  a  learned  man,  but  he  is  a  ftrang- 
cr  to  gofpel  purity :  this  is  a  cloud  of  darknefs  upon  all 
his  oiner  excellencies.  Whereas  purity  and  piety,  in 
a  gofpel  fenfe,  is  the  real  glory  and  honour  of  a  man : 
Bighteoufnefs  exalts  a  nation^  faith  Solomon  ;  but  Jin  is  a 
reproach  to  any  people^  Prpv.  xiv.  14.  Purity  exalts  a 
man,  exalts  a  people.  God's  holinefs  is  his  glory, 
Deut.  xxvi.  18,  19.  and  much  more  muft  it  be  fo  to 
man.  Yea,  it  is  not  only  an  honour  to  the  man  him- 
felf,  that  is  indued  with  it ;  but  it  makes  the  man  an 
honour  to  thofe  that  are  concerned  in  him.  The  puri- 
ty and  piety  of  the  father,  is  an  ornament  to  the  child : 
when  it  can  be  faid.  There  is  the  child  of  a  godly  man ; 
it  is  the  child's  honour :  and  the  purity  and  piety  of  the 
child  is  alfo  an  ornament  and  honour  to  the  parent. 
So  was  Abraham  to  Ifaac,  and  Ifaac  to  Abraham.  So- 
lomon .  calls  a  good  and  virtuous  wife  a  crown  to  her 
hufband  ;  and  fo  is  a  godly  hufband  a  crown  of  honour 
to  the  wife.  Such  perfons  are  a  crown  and  honour  to 
the  families  where  they  refide  ;  yea,  to  the  place  where 
they  are  born  and  bred :  Of  Zion  it  Jhall  be  faid^  This 
nian  and  that  man  was  born  there ^  Pfalm  Ixx^vji.  5. 

7.  It  is  excellent,  in  refpeft  of  its  gainfulnefs^  or  the 
.  advantages  accruing  to  it.     True  riches  are  to  be  had 

this  way:  Godlinefs  is  great  js^ain^  i  Tim.  vi.  6.  his  profi- 
table in  all  things^  having  the  promt  ft  oftke  life  that  no-w  , 
■  X  X  2  u , 
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is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come,   chap,  iv,  8.     It  hath 
the  promife  of  all  things  annexed  to  it :  not  as  a  pro- 
mife  of  life  that  was  made  to  works  and  doing,  in  the 
covenant  of  works ;  beware  of  that  thought ;  for  no^, 
in  the  covenant  of  grace,  all  the  promifcs  arc  thus  an- 
nexed only  to  Chrift,   and  his  obedience  to  the  death, 
his  perfed  righteoufnefs,  and  to  the  believer  only  in  and 
through  him,  and  through  this  obedifencc  of  his.     The 
annexing  of  the  promife  to  our  works  and  obedience, 
as  in  themfelves  confidered,  as  it  is  to  turn  the  cove- 
nant of  grace  into  a  covenant  of  works  ;    fo,  it  is  like 
to  be  the  ruining  error  of  many  in  our  day,  and  even 
of  tall  cedars  in  our  Lebanon,  that  are  like  to  fall  into 
the  horrible  pit  of  an  old-covenant  religion,   notwith- 
ftanding  of  a  new-covenant  profeflion  :  but  the  promife 
is  annexed  to  godlincfs  thus,  viz.  as  it  is  an  evidence 
of  union  to  Chrift,  and  participation' of  his  righteoufnefs, 
in  whom,   and  through  which  righteoufnefs.   All  the 
fromifes  are  Tea  and  Amen.     And  now,    what   gain, 
what  profit  is  here  ?     It  hath  thus  the  promife  of  all 
things,    temporal  and  eternal,  Prov.  xxii.  4.     Profit  is 
a  bait  that  all  bite  at ;  it  is  the  great  god  of  the  world, 
that  competes  with  the  true  God,   for  a  place  in  the 
heart  and  affeftions  of  men,  in  oppofition  to  the  firft  and 
great  command,  Thou  Jhalt  have  no  other  God  before  me. 
But  here  is  profit,    infinitely  beyond  the  world :    it  is 
prefent  gain  ;  it  is  the  beft,  the  true  gain. 

8.  It  is  excellent,  in  regard  of  its  pleafaninefs  ;  here  is 
pleafure,  as  well  as  honour  and  profit ;  which  three  are 
ufually  called  the  world's  trinity.  What  pleafure  is 
there  to  be  had  in  the  way  of  purity  ?  Why,  wifdom*s 
ways  are  pkafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace,  Prov. 
ill.  17.  This  made  David  chufe  rather  to  be  a  door-keep- 
er in  the  houfe  of  God,  than  to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wick- 
edf-efs  ;  and  ro  value  a  day  in  his  courts  better  than  a 
thou  [and  elfewhere^  Pfalm  Ixxxiv.  10.  It  is  true,  many 
never  tafted  the  fweetnefs  that  is  in  God's  way ;  and 
hence  they  weary  of  means  and  ordinances :  but  they 
that  tafte  the  fame,  they  find  that  the  work  of  rigbteonf 
ncfs  is  peace  ;  and  the  effeft  of  righteoufnefs j  quietnefs  and 
qjuraiice  for  evcr^  lfa%  xxxiu  17.    And  it  is  not  only 
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.  pleafant  to  all  that  know  it,  but  hath  fuch  a  perfume 
and  favour,  that  it  is  moft  pleafant  and  delightful  to  all 
that  come  near  it.  We  have  a  bright  example  of  this 
in  the  primitive  Chriftians,  Ads  ii.  46,  47.  ^nd  they 
continued  aaily  with  one  accord  in  the  temple y  and  breaking 
bread  from  houfe  to  houfe  did  eat  their  bread  with  gladnefs 
and  Jinglenefs  of  heart,  fraifing  Godt  and  having  Javour 
with  all  the  people.  What  was  it  that  recommerided 
them  to  the  favour  of  all  the  people  ?  It  was  the  excr- 
cife  of  their  graces,  by  reafon  of  the  Lord's  prefence 
with  them.  A  pure  converfation  is  a  gaining  thing ; 
hence  the  apoftle  fpeaks  of  being  win  by  a  holy  conver- 
fation^ I  Pet.  iii.  I.  We  read  of  a  pure  virgin,  Ciciv 
lia,  by.  her  holy  deportment  at  her  Martyrdom,  that 
Ihe  was  the  mean  of  converting  four  hundred  to 
Chrift. 

9.  It  is  excellent,  in  regard  of  its  antiquity.  .  Purity 
was  the  firft  fuit  that  ever  was  upon  man's  back  ;  he 
being  created  after  the  image  of  God.  Sin  is  of  a  lit- 
ter edition  than  fanftity  :-  it  is  but  an  .upftart.  Sanftity 
is  the  firft-born  ;  Afkforthe  old  path ^  Jer.  vi.  16.     Ma* 

«  ny  boaft  of  antiquity  for  the  defence  of  their  ceremonies 
and  fuperftition :  where  was  your  religion,  fay  the 
Papifts,  before  Luther  and  Calvin  ?  Why,  it  was  even 
in  the  Bible,  as  well  as  among  the  church  vifible. 
But,  what  though  men  fliould  pretend  to  the  greateft 
antiquity  that  it  is  poffible  for  finful  and  fuperlHtious 
cuftoms  to  pretend  to,  let  us  hold  by  fcripture  antiqui- 
tyi  It  will  not  juftify  fin,  that  it  is  as  old  as  the  devil: 
but  purity  and  holinefs  is  of  an  older  date  than  the  de- 
vil himfelf ;  he  was  a  holy  angel  before  he  was  an  un- 
holy*angel. 

10.  It  is  excellent,  in  regard  that  it  is  the  excellency 
of  all  other  excellencies  :  it  is  the  excellency  of  all  the 
divine  perfeftions,  that  they  are  holy.  The  angels  that 
knew  well  what  is  the  top  of  their  excellency,  difcover 
this  in  their  threefold  repetition,  Holy^  holy^  holy^  Ifa, 
vi.  3.  It  is  the  excellency  of  all  accompliflmients  among 
men.  Let  a  man  have  never  fo  much  excellency, 
birth  and  breeding,  wit  and  wealth,  honour  and 
grandeur,    learning  and  Uteiuture,    if  this  be  ^-^wv^ 
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ing^  there  is  no  true  excellency  therein.  In  a  wati^ 
W'ithcut  holinefs  no  man  pall  Jee  God,  Heb.  su.  l^ 
Blejfed  are  the  pure  in  heart :  for  they  Jball  fit  Oiki 
Matth*  V.  8. — So  much  for  a  fliort  hint  at  the  exceHenqf 
of -this  purity.  ^      • 


SERMON      X. 

PrOV.   XXX.   12. 

There  is  s generation  thai  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes;  and 
yet  is  not  wajhedfrom  their  Jilt bine/s. 

[The  third  Sermon  oq  this  teztj 

IT  IS  a  fad  fentcnce  when  Grod  paflfcs  it  upon  anp 
He  that  is  filthy,  let  him  ht  filthy  Jlill;  he  that  is  un- 
juft^  lei  him  be  ynjuft  Jlittf  Rev.  xii.  1 1.  Ephraim  is  join- 
id  to  his  idols,  let  him  alone,  Hof.  iv.  17.  O  how  fad  is 
it  when  God  fays,  concerning  fuch  a  perfon.  Let  him  ar 
hne  J  Minifters  and  ordinances,  Let  him  alone  ;  Word 
and  Spirit,  Let  him  alone :  let  no  word  that  is  preach- 
ed do  him  good ;  let  no  threatening  of  the  word  awaken 
him  •,  let  no  promife  of  the  word  allure  him  ;  let  no  pre- 
cept of  the  word  draw  him :  let  him  continue  hardened 
againft  all  that  can  be  faid  from  the  word  ;  Let  him  a^ 
lone  ;  let  him  live  and  die  under  the  power  and  guilt  of 
fin,  under  the  wrath  and  curfe  of  God :  he  is  a  filthy 
man,  and  fhe  is  a  filthy  woman,  and  let  them  be  filthy 
dill.  Oh !  dreadful  fentence  !  And  yet  it  feems  to  be 
paffed  againft  the  generality  of  people  in  our  day;  and 
yet  few  or  none  touched  with  it :  let  us  think  on  it  in 
fad  earneft  ;  for,  as  my  text  faith,  T^here  is  a  generation 
that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes^  and  yet  is  not  wajhedfrom 
their  filthir.cfs. 

Wc  have  finiflied  what  we  defigned  on  the  doftrinal 
part  of  the  fecond  obfervation  we  deduced  from  the 
words,  by  enquiring  into  the  nature,  mentioning  fomc 

of 
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o£  the  quaHties,  evincing  the  ncccffity,  and  pointing 
out  die  excellency  af  purity.     We  naw  projccfid> 

Y.  To  ^t  fifth  thing  propofed,  viz.  The  appllcaiku. 
of  the  fubjed.  This  we  (hall  cffay  in  feveral  ufcs. 

ifi^  Let  us  improve  this  doftrine  for  informattm^  Is  U» 
fo,  as  has  been  laid,  That  purity  is  an  excelle?2t  things 
and  of  abfolute  necejjity  to  denominate  a  true  faint?  Then, 
I.  Hence  fee  the  difference  between ^r^j/ff^/ww  and 
fandification.  San^ificatibn,  or  purity,  is  neccffary  and 
CKcellent,  in  all  the  refpefts  that  I  have  formerly;  nam-  , 
ed :  but  yet  it  is  not  neceffary  ior  jujiificaiion^  fo  as  to , 
•  be  the,  ground  thereof.  It  is  neceffary  to  be  the  evidence-oi 
juftification ;  but  not  xh^  ground  thereof:  the  groundof 
juftification  is  only  Chrift's  righteoufnefs.  Many  are  ut- 
terly bemifted  in  this  point ;  they  confound  juftification 
^  with  fandification.     Though,  indeed,  they  be  as  infe- 
parable  as  head  and  body  to  a  living  man,   yet  there 
can  be  nothing  more  different.   They  are  moft  diftin6L 
(i.)  Juftification  comes  from  the  merit  of  Chrift ;  fanfti- 
fication  comes  from  the  Spirit  of  Chrift.     (2.)  Juftifi- 
cation makes  a  relative  change,  by  bringing  us  from, 
enemies  to  friends,  from  condemnation  to  abfolution;; 
fandification  makes  a  real  change,  by  healing  our  in- 
ward maladies  and  plagues.  (3.)  Juftification  gives  us. 
a  title  to  heaven ;  fandification  gives  us  a  mcetnefs  for 
heaven.   (4.)  Juftification  takes  away  the  guilt  of  fin  ;. 
fahaification  takes  away  \ht filthy  2ind  po'u^er^  and  pollu- 
tion  of  fin.     (5.)  Juftification  is   by  a   righteoufnefe; 
without  us ;  fanftification  is  by  a  righteoufnefs  withim 
us.  (6.)  In  juftification  there  is  the  imputation  of  Chrift's- 
righteoulhefs  and  fanSification ;  but  in   fanclification 
there  is  the  implantation  of  grace,  and  fomething  fub- 
jedively  imparted  ;  not  imputed  to  us,  but  wrought  in 
us  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.     (7.)  Juftification  is  but  one  ad. 
and  once  afted ;  fanftification  is  a  continual  adion,  or. 
a  progreffive  work.     (8.)    Juftification  is  perfect  and 
abfolute ;    fanftification    is  imperfed,    and  but  begun. 
And  hence,  (9.)  Juftification  is  equals  and  alike  in  all 
believers ;  no  man  is  more  juftified  than  another:  fant^ 
tificatioa  is  unequal ^  in  fome  more,  axkd  vcv  ^om^\^^%^ 
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according  to  the  meafurc  of  the  gift  of  Chrift :  juftifi- 
cation  is  perfeft  the  firft  moment ;  fanftification  i«  never 
pcrfeft  till  a  man  die.  (lo.)  In  juftification  we  arc 
fqffvoe^  and  do  nothing ;  but  in  fanfiification  we  are  ac^ 
five  ;  for,  being  afted,  we  ad ;  being  moved,  wc  move 
and  do  work,  being  fet  on  work  by  the  Spirit  of  God: 
is  there  any  thing  more  diftind  than  thefe  two? 
(ii.)  Juftification  anfwers  the  law^  as  a  covenant; 
fandification  anfwers  it  as  a  rule.  ( 12.)  Juftification 
makes  a  man  accepted  ;  fanftification  makes  a  man  accepu 
able;  as  we  formerly  obferved  on  the  third  general 
head  of  the  dodrine.  ^ 

2.  Hence  fee,  that  there  is  no  juftification  by  the  deeds 
of  the  law.  ,  Why  ?  becaiife,  though  this  purity  and 
conformity  to  the  law,  be  thus  neceffary  and  excellent 
for  denominating  z.  faint ^  and  evidencing  oi juftification  ; 
yet  it  is  imperfeR  in  time,  and  fo  cannot  be  the  matter 
and  ground  of  juftification :  no  righteoufnefs,  but  a  per- 
fect one,  can  juftify  us  before  God.  Do  any  of  the  faint's 
reckon  their  purity  and  piety  to  be  their  righteouihefs 
before  God  ?  No,  by  no  means :  David  trembles  at  the 
thoughts  of  this  ;  and  he  deprecates  it  with  abhorrence : 
O  Lordj  enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  fervant:  for  in 
thy  fight  (hall  no  man  living  bejuftified,  Pfal.  clxiii.  2.  Purity 
may  juftify  us  before  men  ;  but  we  cannot  appear  be- 
fore an  infinitely  holy  God,  \vithout  a  perfect  holinefs ;  nor 
before  an  infinitely  juft  God,  without  a  complete  fatisfac- 
tion :  and  thefe  are  only  to  be  had  in  Chrift.  For,  when 
our  purity  and  righteoufnefs  is  laid  in  the  balance  of 
God's  holy  law,  mene  tekel  is  written  on  it ;  it  h  found 
wanting:  we  are  but  unprofitable  fervants ;  and  our 
righteoufnefs  is  as  filthy,  rags^  a  nmifirous  cloath.  If  any 
poor  deluded  foul  be  expecting  that  God  will  juftify 
him,  and  accept  of  him,  and  (hew  favour  to  him,  be- 
caufe  he  does  as  well  as  he  can,  and  becaufe  he  perform- 
cth  this  and  the  other  good  duty,  and  hath  a  good  heart  to 
God,  meaneth  well,  and  the  like  ;    it  is  evident  the 

•  The  reader  may  fee  this  point  of  dodtrine,  v/z  the  diffrence  between 
juftification  and  fandlificatton.  further  i!luftrated.  Vol  II. p.  35,  36.;  aod  their 
difference  ftill  more  copioufly  held  forth,  and  their  hormony  pointed  out  in  a 
gre^t  many  miUnca,  Oofpci  Soonet6,  Vart  VI.  Chap,  ill.  Scd<  i»  ». 
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man  knowcth  not  himfelf,  that  he  knoweth  not  the  pu- 
rity of  God's  holy  law,  and  the  impurity  of  his  own 
heart,  otherwife  he  would  fear  to  think  of  Handing  upon 
that  ground  before  God. 

3.  Hence  fee  the  neceflity  of  a  law-work^  in  fome 
mcafure  and  degree.  No  man  will  run  to  the  Surety,  till, 
by  the  law,  he  hath  the  knowledge  of  his  being  quite  in- 
folvent,  and  a  bankrupt.  What  man  will  run  to  the 
fountain  for  cleanfing,  if  he  does  not  fee  that  he  is  defiled 
and  polluted.  If  purity  be  fo  neceffary,  then  a  law-work, 
difcovering  our  impurity,  is  neceffary  alfo ;  that  know- 
ing the  malady,  we  may  apply  to  the  remedy.  | 

4.  Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  God  treats  mankind  as 
he  doth,  both  with  judgment  and  mercy.  Why,  the 
world  is  polluted ;  and  God  hath  a  mind  to  purify  it. 
Why  doth  the  Lord  fhine  upon  you  with  the  fun  of  a 
kindly  providence  ?  It  is  even  to  melt  you,  that  you 
may  part  with  fin,  and  that  his  goodnefs  may  lead  you  to 
repentance.  Why  doth  he  caft  you  into  a  furnace  of 
affliction  ?  It  is  to  purge  away  drofs ;  and  that  you 
may  come  forth  as  gold  tried  in  the  fire.  Why  was' 
the  whole  earth  walhed  with  a  deluge  ?  Why,  it  was 
polluted,  and  needed  to  be  cleanfed.  And  why  will 
he  again  melt  it  with  fire  ?  Becaufe  it  muft  be  purified 
before  it  be  a  new  earth. 

5.  Hence  fee  the  neceffity  of  the  open  fountain  for  fin 
and  uncleannefs.  The  blood  of  the  Lamb  is  a  foun- 
tain :  it  is  not  a  rivulet j  or  a  Jlream^  that  quickly  drys 
up ;  no,-  no  :  it  is  a  fountain^  a  never  failing  fountain. 
It  is  not  a  iowwX^Sxi  fcaled :  antiently,  in  thefe  hot  coun- 
tries, when  they  got  a  fountain,  they  reckoned  it  a 
precious  treafure,  and  fcalcd  it ;  people  had  not  pro- 
mifcuous  accefs  to  it.  Yea,  but  here  is  a  fountain  0- 
pen  ;  every  man^  every  woman  is  welcome  to  come  and 

^  purify  themfelves  at  it,  and  bathe  in  it,  to  wafli  till  they 
be  whiter  than  the  driven  fnow.  It  is  not  only  open  for 
the  boufe  of  David^  for  the  royal  family ;  but  to  tlic 
inhabitants  of  Jerufalcnt:    it  is  tendered  to  the  whole 

f  The  nnturc  of  a  h-w-ivork,    the  mcafure  and  degree  there ">f,   and  how 
much  of  it  is  abfoluicly  uccciTarjr,   may  bcftcn,  by  cpufu'/.in^  \«\.  Vi. -^^ 

Vol.  I.  Yy  N-^:^\t. 
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vifible  church.  And  it  is  open  for  Jin  and  uncleannefs  ; 
for  all  pollution  whatever.  O  what  need  oi  this  foun- 
tain among  fuch  poor  polluted  finncrs ! 

6.  Hence  fee  the  reafon  of  what  is  a  paradox  to  ma- 
ny m  the  world,  and  yet  what  is  the  experience  of  the 
faints :  it  lets  us  fee,  I  fay,  why  fome  folk  long  fo  paf- 
fionately  for  death  fometimes ;  yea,  would  chufe  rather 
to  die  than  to  live :  why,  the  children  of  God  know 
there  is  no  perfeft  purification,  but  by  death ;  and  that 
death  will  purify  them  more  than  all  the  fermons  ever 
they  heard,  than  all  the  providences  ever  they  were 
tryfted  with,  than  all  the  prayers  they  ever'  put  up, 
and  all  the  tears  ever  they  (hed.  It  is  a  mad  fancy  of 
the  church  of  Rome,  and  it  was  an  ignorant  fancy  of 
fome  miflaken  divines,  and  Greek  fathers,  that  there 
is  a  ftate  of  purgation  between  this  and  heaven :  but  we 
fee  from  the  Bible,  that  in  a  moment  the  foul,  feparat- 
ed  from  the  body,  is  made  pure.  The  thief  upon  the 
crofs,  the  fame  day  that  he  is  converted,  he  is  glorifi- 
ed ;  This  day  thoujhalt  be  with  me  in  Paradife.  O  how 
will  the  believer,  when  groaning  under  a  fenfe  of  fin, 
long  for  the  day  of  defolution,  faying,  When  Jhall  the 
day  breaks  and  the  Jhadows  jice  away^  when  there  Ihall 
be  no  more  fin,  no  more  pollution  ? 

idly^  Tills  doftrine  may  be  applied  for  lamentation^ 
that  there  is  fuch  a  fcarcity  of  this  neceffary  and  excel- 
lent thing,  purity  ;  and  fuch  a  plenitude  of  the  contrary 
evil,  even  of  all  manner  of  impurity.  Oh  !  may  we  not 
lament  that  there  is  fuch  a  famine  of  piety  and  purity, 
and  fuch  a  fulnefs  of  impiety  and  profanity  ?  I  might 
here  tell  you,  i.  Somewhat  of  the  evils  of  impurity, 
that  wc  fliould  lament  over,  2.  Some  of  the  evidences 
of  it. 

fi.]  We  are  to  acquaint  you  of  fome  of  the  evils 
of    impurity.      It  is  a  lamentable  thing,    that   there  . 
Ihould  be  fo  little  purity,  and  fo  much  impurity.     For, 

I.  This  impurity  mars  all  dtir  excellency.  We  lofe 
our  excellency  by  fin  and  impiety.  It  takes  away  the 
peace  of  a  good  confcicnce^  which  fhould  be  a  continual 
fcih'i :  There  is  m  peace ^  faith  my  God^  to  the  wicked.     It 
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*ikcs  away  God  from  us ;  Tour  iniquities  have  feparated 
betweethyou  and  pur  God*  Is  not  this  one  of  the  reafons 
why  God  is  fo  iar  from  this  generation  ?  It  is  a  filthy 
generation.  And  if  our  pollution  take  away.  God  from 
lis,  fliould  it  not  trouble  us  ?  Let  a  carnal  man  lofe 
that  which  he  makes  his  god,  and  fee  how  he  will  be 
troubled  for  it :  his  heart  will  even  die  within  him,  as 
Nabal's  did ;  and  he  will  be  much  perplexed.  Oh ! 
how  heavy  fhould  it  be  to  us,  that  our  impurity  and 
defilement  doth  us  fuch  a  mifchief  as  this ! 

2.  It  clouds  all  our  profejfion.  Men  may  profefs  what 
they  will ;  but  if  they  remain  defiled  and  impure,  and 
if  they  do  not  fight  againft  it,  wreftle  againft  it,  profefs 
againft  it,  their  profemon  is  but  a  fcreen  to  their  atheifm ; 
^hey  profefs  that  they  know  God^  hut  in  works  they  deny 
him  ;  being  abominable  and  difobedient,  and  to  every  good 
work  reprobate ^  Tit.  i.  1 6. 

3^  It  brmgs  on  the  wrath  ofGod^  if  it  be  not  remov- 
ed ;  God  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day :  if  he  turn 
not  J  he -will  whet  his  fword^  Pfalm.  vii.  1 1,  i2,  O  Sirs, 
if  God  begin  to  fire  againft  a  finner,  or  a  finful  and  im- 
pure people,  his  wrath  will  be  infupportable.  It  is  true, 
God  ftays  long  before  he  come  forth  with  all  his  indig- 
nation againft  a  polluted  people :  but  then  it  is  the  worfe, 
and  there  is  the  lefs  hope  of  mercy  when  he  begins  to 
deftroy ;  for  then  he  will  ftrike  them  dead  with  the  next 
blow,  and  make  a  full  end.  Is  not  the  Lord  threaten- 
ing to  do  fo  with  this  generation,  whether  we  fee  it 
or  not  ?  When  the  cup  of  iniquity  Is  full  to  the  brim, 
be  fure  that  the  cup  of  wrath  is  full  alfo  ;  full  of  the 
vials  of  dreadful  vengeance.  But  death,  and  hell,  and 
wrath,  are  matters  of  jeft  and  mockery  to  a  filthy  and 
impure  generation,  whofe  very  7nind  and  confcience  arc 
defiled :  but  though  thdr  confciences  be  feared,  and 
their  fouls  be  fleeping  in  fecurity,  yet  their  damnation 
flumbereth  not ;  for,  the  abominable  ftiall  have  part  in 
the  lake^  that  burneth  with  fire  and  himftone^  which  is 
the  fecond  death,  Rev.*ixi.  8.  Oh  !  is  not  this  matter 
of  lamentation,  that  we  are  in  fuch  danger,  by  reafon 
of  the  defilement  and  impurity  of  the  day  we  live  in. 
Yy  2  lixxx^ 
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But,  fay  you,  how  do  you  prove  the  charge?  This  leads 
to  the  next  particular,  which  was,  ^ 

[2.]  To  mention  fome  of  the  evidences  of  impurity : 
they,  indeed,  arc  many.  May,  not  he  that  runs  read 
innumerable  grounds  of  lamentation  ?  What  means  the 
abominable  whoredom,  adultery,  uncleannefs,  drunk- 
cnnefs,  and  all  manner  of  wickednefs  ;  fwearing,  lying, 
cheating,  dealing,  Sabbath-breaking,  contempt  of  the 
word  and  ordinances,  that  take  place  ?  Do  not  they 
all  manifeft,  that  the  generation  is  not  waftied  from  their 
filthinefs  ?  Is  not  profanity,  impiety,  and  immorality, 
become  open,  avowed,  and  profefled,  and  fliamelefs?— 
But  I  fhall  clofe  at  the  time,  by  offering  only  thefe  three 
general  evidences  of  want  of  purity,  that  we  may  fee 
matter  of  lamentation  here. 

1.  The  firft  evidence  is  in  the  impurity  of  our  qffeSli^ 
ens.  Are  they  not  carnal  and  impure  ?  Surely  where 
a  man's  treafure  is,  there  will  his  heart  be  alfo.  What 
a^e  your  morning  thoughts,  and  daily  meditations? 
Whether  are  they  converlant  about  earthly  or  heavenly 
things  ?  It  is  indeed  matter  of  exercife  to  a  child  of 
God,  that  he  finds  his  affeSions  carnal,  and  earthly, 
and  vain :  but  the  impure  man  lets  the  devil,  and  the 
world,  and  a  thoufands  lufts,  run  away  with  his  af- 
fcftions  all  the  day,  and  all  the  week,  and  all  the 
year  ;  and  he  hath  never  a  fore  and  grieved  heart  for 
it. 

2.  Another  evidence  Ts,  the  impurity  of  our^^^rA<?j, 
which  are  the  fruits  of  the  affeftions  :  for,  Out  of  the 
abufidiuice  of  the  heart,  the  mcuth  jpeaketh,  faith  Chrift : 
and,  .A  good  man,  out  of  the  good  treafure  of  the  hearty 
bringeth  forth  good  things  ;  and  an  evil  man^  out  of  the 
evil  treafure  of  his  heart,  hringeth  forth  evil  things^ 
Mauh.  xii.  154,  5,  When  the  heart  is  full  of  any  thing, 
it  will  be  ready  to  utter  itfclf :  as  if  you  jog  a  full  veffel 
it  will  run  over ;  fo  the  heart  that  is  full  of  the  world, 
will  run  over  the  lips,  and  be  always  fpeaking  of  that  5 
or,  \i  an  impure  man  play  the^ypocrite,  and  vent  his 
hypocrify  in  fome  good  fpeech,  yet  he  is  out  of  his  ele- 
ment ;  it  is  not  his  natural  dialeft,  or  eafy  to  him  to 
employ  his  tongue  for  God.     It  is  true,  the  godly  may 


Serm.X.  ©/Purity  opened.  ^ST 

fomctimes  have  their  tongue  tacked,  as  it  were,  to  the 

roof  of  their  mouth  ;  but  it  is  not  always  fo. 

3.  The  next  evidence  is  the  impurity  of  our  affitm. 
How  do  you  ad  towards  earthly  things,  and  heavenly 
things  ?  What  pains  are  you  at  about  earthly  thhigs  ? 
And  how  little  pains  are  you  at  about  heavenly  md 
fpiritual  things  ?  Is  not  that  an  evidence  of  camaliQir 
and  impurity  ?— How  do  you  aft  with  reference  to  fin 
and  duty  f  How  little  care  do  you  take  to  avoid  (m 
yourfelves,  or  reprove  it  in  others  ?  And  how  little 
care  do  you  take  to  perform  the  duties  of  rclipon, 
whether  fecret  or  focial  ?-  How  do  you  aft  with  regard 
to  God  and  yourfelves  ?     How  much  time  do  you  take 

*  for  yourfelves  and  your  own  things  ?  And  how  Httlc 
time  do  you  allote  for  God  and  the  things  of  God? 
Doth  not  this  evidence  your  impurity?-  How  do  you 
aft  towards  the  world  and  religion^  when  they  coire  in- 
to competition  ?  The  world  faith,  there  is  a  buf^nefg 
muft  be  done ;  God  faith,  there  is  a  bufinefs  muft  be 
done :  they  interfere  ;  the  one  of  them  muft  be  nerleft- 
ed  ;  well,  the  man  lets  God  go,  lets  religion  go,  rather 
than  his  dear  worldly  affairs.  This  difcoyers  impurity. 
.—How  do  you  aft  with  reference  to  the  word?  The 
impure  heart  doth  not  relifli  the  purity  of  the  word,  or 
the  things  that  are  of  God  :  for,  he  that  is  of  the  fiefby 
favours  the  things  oftheflefh  ;  hut  he  that  is  of  the  Spirit^ 
favours  the  things  of  the  Spirit.  Now,  when  you  hear 
the  word,  do  you  favour  nothing  but  earthly  and  carnal 
things  ?  Why,  the  vain  man  will  pick  out  the  vanity 
in  a  fermon :  if  he  can  catch  at  any  word,  that  will  feed 
his  vain  niind,  he  lays  hold  upon  that :  the  curious  man 
will  notice  the  curiofity  that  is  in  it,  and  relifli  that ; 
he  that  is  learned  v/ill  obferve  the  learning  in  it,  and 
applaud  that :  but  he;  that  is  fpiritual,  will  find  out  the 
things  that  are  fpiritual,  is  well  pleafed  with,  and  feeds 
upon  them.  See  i  Cor.  ii.  6. — In  a  word,  how  do  you 
aft  with  refpeft  to  confriencc  and  interefl  f  When  the 
keeping  of  a  good  coflTcience  and  worldly  intereft  come 
to  be  in  competition,   by  our  way  of  afting  then,  wc 

'  may  know  who  is  our  mafter,  God  or  the  world ;  for^ 
till  then,   wx  know  not  who  is  our  m^fvci  \  \iu\.  >«\v^w 

cow?- 
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confcience  commands  one  thing,  and  the  world  ano- 
ther, fo  that  now  the  world  and  religion  go  not  hand  in 
Jiand,  here  is  the  trial  of  a  pure  heart.  As  a  dog  fol- 
lows two  men  fo  long  as  they  go  together,  and  you 
know  not  who  is  the  dog's  mafter,  of  them  two :  but 
let  them  come  to  a  parting  road,  and  one  go  one  way, 
and  another  go  another  way,  then  fliall  we  know  which 
of  them  owes  the  dog.  Why,  Sirs,  fometimes  religion 
and  the  world  go  hand  in  hand :  while  a  man  may 
bave  the  world,  and  a  religious  profeflion  too ;  while  it 
is  fo  we  cannot  know  who  is  the  man's  mafter,  whether 
God  or  the  world :  but  ftay  till  the  man  come  to  a 
parting  road ;  God  calls  him  this  way,  and  the  world 
calls  him  that  way  :  why,  if  God  be  his  mafter  he  fol- 
lows religion,  and  lets  the  world  go ;  if  the  world  be 
his  mafter,  then  he  follows  the  world,  and  the  lufts 
thereof, '  and  lets  God,   and  confcience,  and  religion 

Oh !  Is  it  not  very  lamentable  that  there  are  fo  many 
evidences  of  want  of  purity,  that  neceffary  excellent 
thing !  And  even  among  the  children  of  Gqd,  O  how 
little  purity !  Are  they  not  fallen  from  their  firft  love  ? 
Fallen  from  the  heaven  that  fometimes  they  have  been 
in,  to  the  very  centre  of  the  earth  ?  How  far  art  thou 
grown  earthly  minded  ?  How  doth  this  declining  come 
upon  you  by  degrees,  or  ever  you  arc  aware  ?  Like 
Nebuchadnezzar's  image,  whofe  head  was  of  gold,  the 
arms  and  breaft  of  filvcr,  the  thighs  of  brafs,  the  legs 
of  iron,  and  the  feet  of  clay ;  fo  it  is  with  many  de- 
clining Chriftians  in  our  day ;  they  have  had  a  golden 
head,  and  begun  with  a  golden  age,  but  now  they  are 
come  down  to  the  clay  feet.  How  heavenly-minded 
have  you  once  been  ?  but  now,  how  earthly-minded  art 
thou  ?  How  pleafent'  were  duties  anid  ordinances  for- 
merly, perhaps  ?  But  now,  how  tedious,  wearifome, 
and  irkfome  ?     How  zealous  have  you  been  for  God's 

fjlory,  and  againft  all  fin  ?  But  now,  how  cold  and 
ukcwarm  ? — O  finner,  fee  the  neceffity  of  more  puri- 
fication, and  deliverance  from  that  confumption  of  grace^ 
and  decay  of  purity,  that  is  taking  place  in  you :  and 
cry  to  God  to  fend  the  Holy  Ghoft,  whofe  office  and 

function 
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{un£Hon  it  is  to  lan&ify,  wafli,  and  cleanfe  you. — ^la- 
ment the  impurity  of  the  day,  and  your  owii  impurity; 
and  lay  your  foul  at  the  fide  of  the  purifying  fountain^ 
and  in  the  way  of  purifymg  means,  looking  to  the  Lord 
to  blefs  the  means  to  you. 

There  are  two  things  relating  to  this  fubjeft,  that  the 
generality  of  people  are  very  great  ftrangcrs  to.  The 
one  is  the  Jin  of  their  nature ;  and  the  other  is,  the 
nature  oi  their ^/z;  and  yet  tiiefe  two  things  fhoiJd  be 
much  laid  to  heart  by  us  aD ;  namely,  the  fm  of  our 
nature,  that  we  carry  a  dead  corpfe,  and  a  body  of  fin 
and  death  about  with  us  ;  and  the  nature  of  our  fin ; 
that  it  is  a  tranfgreffion  of,  and  difconformity  to  the  law 
of  God.  Though  it  be  a  mifery  to  have  a  finful  heart, 
yet  it  is  a  mercy  to  fee  it  to  be  fo  :  For,  conviftion  is 
the  firft  ftep  to  converfion.  And  though  there  be  ma- 
ny, as  to  their  ftate,  vile  and  filthy  enough  to  be  damn- 
ed ;  yet  there  are  few,  as  to  their  fenfe  and  conviftion, 
vile  aitd  61thy  enough  to  be  faved :  nay,  they  are  vile . 
in  God's  eye ;  and  yet  pure  in  their  own.  ihere  is  a 
generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and  yet  are 
not  wajhedfrom  their  Jiltbinefs. 

^dly^  The  next  ufe  we  ftiall  make  of  the  doftrine,  (hall 
be. for  reproof  and  convidion.  This  doftrine  reproves 
all  manner  of  impurity ^  impiety^  and  unholinefs^  that  (lands 
oppofite  to  this  purity  and  holinefs,  ^whereof  I  have 
(hewed  the  neceffity  and  excellency.  It  reproves  all 
that  filthinefs  that  is  oppofed  to  this  cleannefs.  And 
here  is  a  large  field,  a  vaft  theme :  we  know  not  well 
where  to  begin,  or  where  to  end ;  there  are  fo  many 
pollutions,  and  fo  much  filthinefs  of  flefh  and  Spirit  to 
be  reproved.  We  might  here  go  through  all  the  ten 
commands,  and  (how.  how  manifold  fms  and  impurities 
are  reprovable,  in  oppofition  to  every  one  of  them* 
*  Oh  !  that  God  himfelf  would  faften  a  reproof  and  con- 
vifition  of  fin  upon  our  hearts  and  confciences,  for  car- 
rying home  this  ufe  the  more  clofely,  both  upon  the 
wicked,  that  are  under  the  power,  and  upon  the  godly, 
that  may  be  under  the  jrevalency  of  fin  and  impurity. 
I  (hall,  on  this  topic,     i.  Produce  fouve  fcindi  o(\vcv^w- 
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lity  and^filthinefs,  that  we  fhould  all  take  with,  and  be 
convinced  of.  2.  Produce  fome  ivitnejfes  for  proring 
dther  the  total  or  partial  want  of  purity  and  holinefs ; 
that  the  crime  being  proven,  we  may  take  with  it,  and 
condemn  ourfelves. 

1^1.]  I  would  tell  you  iomt  forts  and  kinds  of  impuri- 
ty and  filtliinefs,  that  we  fhould  all  take  with,  and  be 
convinced  of.  There  are  efpccially  thefe  three  forts. 
I.  The  impurity  and  fin  of  our  nature.  2.  The  impu- 
rity and  filthinefs  of  our  hearts  and  thoughts.  3.  The 
impurity  and  filthinefs  of  our  life  and  frabifey  cfpecially 
.  living  under  the  gofpel. 

(i.)  As  for  the  pollution  of  our  nature.  This,  it  is 
evident,  many  never  thought  of,  never  were  convinced 
of,  never  challenged  themfclves  for ;  and  yet  it  is  a 
great  predominate  root-fin  :  and  if  it  be  not  removed 
we  are  filthy  (till.  Now,  in  order  to  faften  a  convifti- 
(XI  of  the  greatnefs  of  this  pollution  of  our  nature,  con- 
fider  the  greatnefs  of  it  in  thefe  particulars. 

!•  That  when  the  Icprofy  and  contagion  is  univerfal 
and  overfpreading^  then  it  iiiuft  be  great :  but  fo  it  is 
here  ;  the  pollution,  and  defilement,  and  fin  of  our  na- 
ture, is  an  univerfal  Icprofy,  it  ovcr-fpreads  all  our  fa- 
culties ;  our  underllanding,  will,  affections,  reafon, 
confcience,  memory,  and  all  are  defiled ;  become  alto- 
gether filthy  :  we,  being  co?ireived  in  Jin^  and  brought 
forth  in  iniquity,  are  nothing  by  nature,  but  a  body  of  Jin 
and  death. 

2.  When  the  leprofy  and  contagion  is  fo  great,  in  an 
houfe,  that  nothing  will  help  againft  it,  but  the  pidlijig 
down  of  the  houfe ;  then  the  leprofy  muil  be  very  great : 
but  fo  it  is  here,  the  fin  of  our  nature  is  fucli,  that  no- 
thing will  cure  it,  but  the  pulling  down  of  the  houfe. 
Some  think  to  mend  the  houfe  by  education :  but  all 
the  lime  and  niorter  of  acquired  parts  and  accomplifh- 
mcnts  will  not  do,  unlefs  the  nature  be  renewed  by  re- 
generation :  and  even  after  regenerated,  his  leprofy 
breaking  out,  nothing  will  wholly  remove  it,  but  death^s 
pulling  down  the  houfe  intirely. 

3.  Confidcr,  that  fin  which  is  moft  tinivearied,  and 
which  a  man  is  moll  unwearied  iu  the  purfuit  of,  that 


Serm.  X.      of  Go/pel  Purity  opened.         s6t 

mult  needs  be  very  great :  but  fuch  is  the  fin  of  our 
nature,  it  is  moft  unwearied,  as  the  fountain  Js  unwea*- 
,  Tied  in  fending  up  water.  A  man  may  be  wearied  in 
drawing  up  water  out  of  the  fountain;  but  the  fountain 
is  not  wearied  in  bullering  up  water :  fo,  a  man  may  be 
wearied  in  finful  adions ;  but  finful  nature  is  never 
weary.  A  man  may  be  wearied  with  looking  to  fome 
particular  objed ;  but  his  eye  is  never  wearied  readily 
with  feeing  and  looking ;  becaufe  it  is  natural  for  the 
eye  to  fee :  fo,  a  man  may  be  wearied  with  fome  parti- 
cular fin ;  but  the  natjiral  man  is  never  weary  with  fin- 
ning, becaufe,  it  is  fo  natural  for  hhn  to  fin. 

4.  Confider,  that  this  fin  that  is  the  ground  of  .all 
our  relapfes  and  returns  to  fin,  muft  needs  be  very 
great.  Now,  what  is  the  ground  of  all  our  relapfes  and 
returns  to  fin,  after  all  our  repentance  and  reformati- 
on ?  Even  our  nature^  or  the  Jin  of  our  nature.  Sup- 
pofe  water  be  heated  and  warmed,  it  cools  again ;  heat 
it  again,  and  it  cools  again ;  why  ?  Beqaufe  coldnefs  is 
Its  nature :  and  fo,  why  do  men  return  again  and  again 
to  fin,  after  all  their  repentance  and  reformation  ?  why  ? 

Mt  is  their  nature. 

5.  That  fin  that  is  leaft  lamented^  and  whereby  our 
other  fins  are  moft  excufed,  muft  be  a  great  fin.  Now, 
of  all  fins,  the  fin  of  our  nature  is  leaft  lamented ;  and 
thereby  our  other  fins  are  moft  excufed.  Bear  with 
me,  for  it  is  my  nature ;  I  am  paflionate,  but  it  is  my 
nature ;  I  am  fo  and  fo  difpofed,  but  it  is  my  nature : 
men  excufe  themfelves  by  it ;  and  hence  it  is  not  la- 
mented, it  is  not  mourned  over. 

6.  That  pollution  that  is  moft  predominant^  muft  be 
a  great  pollution :  now,  the  fin  of  the  nature  is  the  pol- 
lution that  is  moft  predominant.  Many  marks  have 
been  affigned  of  the  predominant  fin  ;  and  fome  aftual 
fin  may  reign  above  other  fins.  But  the  fin  of  the  na- 
ture is  the  moft  predominant  fin :  it  is  the,  Jin  that  reig7is 
unto  death,  Rom.  y.  21.— O  then  take^ome  the  con- 
viftion  of  this  fin ;  and  feek  to  have  it  broken  in  the^ 
power  of  it. 

(2.)  The  impurity  and  pollution  of  our  hearts  and 
thoughts  is  what  we  arc  to  take  v/ith,  ;\ivd  be  coivn\\icc.4l 
Vol.  I.  Z  z  ^^ 
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of.  Alas  !  how  little  is  the  impurity  of  the  heart 
wailed !  Many  think  their  thoughts  are  free :  but 
fore  God  they  are  not  free ;  but  bound  to  obedience  to 
his  law,  who  fearches  the  heart  and  tries  the  reigns^  to 
gin^e  every  man  according  I0  his  ways^  and  according  to  the 
fruit  of  his  doings ;  and  even  according  to  the  doing  of 
his  heart :  for  the  thoughts  are  the  deeds  of  the  heart ; 
and  it  is,  indeed,  deceitful  above  all  things^  ad  defperate* 
ly  wicked^  Jer.  xvii.  9,  10.  Now,  the  fin  and  polluti-  ^ 
on  of  the  heart  is  great,  if  you  confider  thefe  followiijg-S 
particulars.  I 

1.  The  fin  that  is  moft  incureable^  is  a  great  fm:^ 
but  the  fin  of  the  heart  is  a  moft  incureable  fin.  As  a^^ 
fecret,  hidden  wound  within  the  body,  or  a  difeaf<^^ 
within  the  bowels,  is  the  moft  incureable :  And  fuchm 
are  the  fins  of  our  thoughts,  and  the  plagues  of  ou^k: 
hearts.  We  need,  therefore,  to  know  the  plague  o  rdt 
our  hearts,  and  to  be  convinced  of  it. 

2.  The  fin  that  is  a  parent  to  other  fins,  muft  need^  s 
be  very  great :  now,  finful  thoughts  are  the  parents  of 
finful  anions,  both  in  the  godly  and  ungodly.— In  tla.<r 
godly:    as  in  the  cafe  of  Abraham,  Gen.  xx.   11,  I'S. 
/  thought  the  fear  of  God  was  not  in  this  place  ;  and  there- 
fore Ifaid^  She  is  my  f\ftcr.     She  was  indeed  his  fiftcr  ; 
and  he  lyed  not  in  faying  fo :    but  he  diflcmbled,  and 
hid  the  truth,  ufing  an  unworthy  fliift  for  his  prcferva- 
tion.  And  where  began  this  evil,  but  in  a  finful  thought? 

I  THOUGH  r  thai  the  fear  of  God  had  not  been  in  this  place.  • 
— In  the  ungodly^  it  is  fo  likewife ;  Pfal.  1.  21.  ^ou 
thoughtcjl  that  1  was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thyfclf.  The 
wicked  fteal  and  lye,  and  drink  drunk,  and  commit  a- 
dultcry,  and  deceive,  and  flandcr  others.  And  how 
are  tlicy  led  into  all  this,  but  by  thoughts  ?  fhou 
ihoKghtcJi  that  I  was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thyfclf 

3.  By  finful  thoughts  our  lormerly  committed  fins, 
that  were  dead,  are  revived  again,  and  have  a  refur 
rcftion  by  our  bofom  ones ;  by  our  contemplating  th 
fame  with  delight.     As  the  witch  at  Endor  called  » 
Samuel  that  was  dead  ;  fo,  a  delightful  thought  calls 
a  finful  aclion,  that  was  dead  before.    Hereby  our  fi 
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that  were  in  a  manner  dead  before,  are  revived,   and 
have  a  refurreftion.  ^    , 

4.  By  finful  thoughts  a  man  may  fin  that  fin,  in  ef- 
Ec£t,  which  he  never  did  commit  in  aft ;  and  fo  the  Lord 
may  pmiifti  him  for  it.  As  the  Lord  faid  to  David  in 
anothdr  cafe ;  Becaufe  it  was  in  thine  heart  to  build  fue 
nn  houfcy  I  will  build  thy  houfe.  So  faith  God  to  a  man, 
kn  a  way  dF  punifliment ;  l>ccaufe  it  was  in  thine  heart 
to  do  this  evil,  though  thou  didft  it  not,  I  will  punifh 
thee  for  it.  By  the  fins  of  our  hearts  and  thoughts,  a 
man  may  fin  that  fin,  in  efFeft,  which  he  never  did 
commit  in  aft.  Chrift  reckons  the  adulterous  thought, 
adultery ;  ^the  malicious  thought,  murder.  Alas !  how 
Will  the  day  of  judgment  give  other  views  of  fin  than 
now  we  have,  when  the  whorifti  thoughts  will  be  judg- 
ed whoredom ;  and  the  adulterous  intention,  adultery ; 
and  the  malicious  thoughts,  murder,  though  it  was  ne- 
ver aftually  committed ! 

5.  By  finful  thoughts,  a  man  doth  repent  of  his  re- 
pentance. A  man  fins,  and  afterwards  is  forrowful  for 
and  repents  theteof ;  and  then  after  his  repentance,  he 
thinks  on  his  fin  with  delight.  What  is  this  but  to  re- 
pent of  his  repentance  ?  As  by  your  repentance,  you 
are  forrowful  for  your  fin ;  fo,  by  mufing  on  your  fin, 
with  delight,  you  repent  of  your  repentance :  nov/, 
if  it  not  a  great  evil  for  a  man  to  repent  that  he  repent- 
ed? 

6.  That  filthy  mud,  that  cannot  be  fcarchcd  to  the 
bottom ;  that  deep  myftery  of  iniquity,  that  cannot  be 
founded,  it  is  fo  deep,  muft  be  very  great :  and  fo  it  is 
with  the  fin  of  the  heart ;  //  is  deceitful  above  ad  things^ 
&nd  defperately  wicked^  who  can  know  iff  Jer,  xvii.  9. 
In  a  word.  Out  of  the  heart  prcceedeth  all  manner  of 
€vil  thoughts^  murders f  adulteries,  &c.  Matth.  xv.  18,  19. 

(3.)    The  impurity  and  pollution  of  our  lives  and  ' 
pradicesy  efpecially,  under  the  gofpel,  is  what  we  are 
to  take  with,  and  be  convinced  of.    And  fins  under  the 
gofpel,  are  great  fins.     Why  ? 

I.  Sins  under  the  gofpel,  are  fins  againft  the  remedy : 
and  of  all  fins,  fins  againft  the  remedy  are  the  greatcft. 
The  great  remedy  againft  fin,  is  the  gofpel  of  tiie  grace 

Z  z  2  'i  V 
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of  God ;  the  good  news  of  a  crucified  Chrift,  a  Savi- 
our, whofe  name  is  Jcfus,  becaufe  hefaves  his  people  from 
their  Jin.  The  promifes  are  the  remedy  alfo :  and  therc-^ 
fore,  to  fin  under  the  gofpel,  is  to  fin  againft  the  reme- 
dy ;  yea,  it  is  a  finning  againft:  the  greatcft  obligations 
of  mercy  and  grace  that  are  oflfered :  and  fo,  by  our  fin- 
ning againft  thefe,  we  engage  the  very  mercy  and  grace 
of  God,  our  greateft  friends,  to  become  our  greateft 
adverfaries. 

2.  The  more  repugnancy  there  is  between  the  fin  and 
the  finner,  the  greater  is  the  fin :  even  as  it  is  worfc 
for  a  judge  to  be  unjuft,  than  another  man.  Now, 
there  is  here  a  great  repugnancy  between  the  goifpel, 
and  the  man  that  finneth  under  the  gofpel ;  for  he  pro- 
fefes  the  contrary. 

3.  Sin  under  the  gofpel,  is  the  mofl:  hurtful  and 
m/chievousy  both  to  ourfelves  and  others.  To  our- 
fehes :  as  poifon  that  is  taken  in  fack,  or  fomething 
that  is  warm,  is  the  mofl:  venemou§  ;  fo,  fin  under  the 
gofpel  is  the  deadlieft  poifon :  why?  becaufe  it  is  warm- 
ed with  gofpel  heat.  And  to  others  it  is  hurtful ;  becaufe 
they  are  the  more  hardened  thereby. 

4.  Sin  under  the  gofpel  is  moft  deceitful^  having  fpe- 
cious  pretences  and  defences  ;  and  fo  it  is  the  worfe. 
A  man  under  the  gofpel  hath  readily  many  fliifts  for 
his  fins  ;  many  diftinGions  to  palliate  his  fin ;  much 
knowledge  to  cover  his  fin.  And  by  this  knowledge, 
perhaps,  he  is  able  to  defend  his  fin,  by  many  diftinfti- 
ons :  as,  that  it  is  a  fin  of  infirmity ;  it  is  an  occafion 
for  grace  and  mercy  to  abound ;  and  many  fuch  ways 
may  grace  be  ajbufed  to  the  encouraging  of  fin.  Now, 
thofe  bred  under  the  gofpel,  are  able  to  defend  them- 
felves  by  knov/ledge  fetched  from  the  gofpel ;  therefore 

.  they  are  the  worft. 

5.  Sins  under  the  gofpel  throw  contempt  upon  the 
great  things  of  God :  even  the  glory  of  God,  the  grace 
of  God,  offered  in  the  gofpel.  And  how  great  is  that 
lin  that  cafts  contempt  upon  the  greateft  love,  the  rich- 
eft  mercy,  the  fweeteft  oflFers,  and  upon  the  great  fal- 
vation ! 

6.  Sin  under  the  gofpd  u  live  mofi:  dangerous  fin ; 
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and  therefore  it  is  great,  tlow  Jhall  we  efcape^  if  we 
negled  fo  great  fahationf  Heb.  ii.  3.  He  that  finneth 
under  the  gofpel,  cannot  fin  at  fo  cheap  a  rate  as  others 
though  he  fins  the  very  fame  fins  that  others  commit, 
who  arc  not  under  the  gofpeL  Why  ?  He  that  knoivetb 
his  mailer* 5  willj  and  doth  it  not  Jhall  be  beaten  with  ma^ 
nyjiripes.—  O  Sirs,  be  convinced  of  thefe  fins,  and  the 
evil  of  them:  the  fin  of  your  nature,  the  fin  of  your 
heart,  and  the  fin  of  your  way  under  the  gofpel ;  for 
they  are  great  fins  and  impurities. 

[^2.]  I  would  produce  fome  witnejfes^  for  proving  of 
the  great  want  of  purity,  whether  total  or  partial.*  Ma- 
ny witneffes  may  be  brou^t  in  to  prove  the  charge. 

I.  The  firfl:  witnefs  is  Xht power  and  prevalency  of  fin. 
Where  fin  is  up,  holinefs  is  down.  Are  fins  and  corrup- 
tions as  many  and  as  ftrong  with  you,  as  they  were  ten, 
twenty,  or  thirty  years  ago,  notwithftanding  of  all  the 
means  you  have  enjoyed,  and  fernlons  you  have  heard, 
and  engagements  you  have  made  ?  The  power  of  fin 
doth  witnefs  ani  evidence  either  the  want  or  weaknefs 
of  purity. 

,  3.  The  third  witnefs  is  the  eafy  and  frequent  falling 
before  temptation  and  motions  to  fin.  When  temptation 
touches,  it  takes.  No  fooner  are  you  tempted  than  you 
are  conquered.  Does  not  this  difcover  the  want  of  pu-* 
rity  ;  and  that  it  is  either  wholly  wanting,  or  at  a  low 
ebb  ?  Thofe  that  were  eminent  in  holinefs,  in  fcripture, 
were  eminent  in  refifl:ing  temptation  ;  as  Jofeph,  Daniel, 
and  others.  When  a  man  needs  little,  or  has  no  temp- 
tation to  lead  him  to  fin,  it  witneffeth  againft  him,  that 
he  is  impure. 

4.  The  fourth  witnefs  \%  fears  and  fainiings  in  a  day 
of  adverfity ;  //  thou  faint  in  the  day  of  adverfiiy^  thy 

Jlrength  is  Jmall,  Prov.  xxiv.  i6l  Do  you^ffet  under  at- 
flidion,  or  faint  under  adverfity  ?  Tha^  is  an  evidence 
of  the  want  of  purity,  and  the  weaknefe  of  grace. 

5.  The  next  witnefs  is  barrennefs  and  foul-leannefs  ;  , 
Ifa.  xxiv.  16.  Ifaid^  My  leannefs^  my  leanncfs  ;*  wo  untQ 
7ne  !  Loojc  to  them  that  have  my  grace,  and  fee  what 
poor  and  lean  graces  they  have :  how  little  faith^  ho^K 
little  love^  bow  JittJe  zeal,  how  little  rc^civx.'axvc:^,  \vo^ 
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little  knowledge ;  how  much  unbelief,  how  much  •ig- 
norance, how  much  untendemefs  in  their  waUr»  how 
much  negleft  of  duty,  how  much  of  a  legal  fpirk  in  du- 
ty, &c. ;  how  miich  laxnefs  of  principle,  and  levity  of 
fpirit;  how  much  pride  of  duty,  how  much  pride  of 
preaching,  pride  of  praying ;  how  much  apoftafy,  un- 
ftedfaftnefs,  and  unconftancy:  the  goodnefs  of  many 
is  like  the  morning  cloudy  and  early  dewy  that  paffetb  a- 
way.     , 

6.  Another  witnefs  is  indifferency.  The  great  indif- 
fcrency  that  is  among  many  profeffed  Chriftians,  flicws 
their  want  of  purity :  they  are  indifferent  whom,  and 
what  they  hear ;  indifferent  whether  they  perform  duty 
or  not;  whether  they  attend  ordinances  or  not:  Gaiio 
cared  for  none  of  thofe  things.  Surely,  where  there  is 
much  indifferency,  there  is  little  holinefs,  little  purity. 

7.  The  feventh  witnefs  is  grofs  immortality.  And  here,' 
will  not  the  grofs  abominations  of  the  day  and  generati- 
on, and  of  the  congregation  witnefs  againft  them,  that 
they  are  not  wafhen  from  their  filthineS  ? — Is  the  drun- 
kard waflien  from  his  drunkennefs  ?  Is  the  whoremonger 
wafhen  from  his  whoredom  ?  Is  the  adulterer  waflien 
from  his  adulteries  ?  Is  the  malicious  man  waflien  from  his 
malice  ? — Are  not  many  become  fliamelefs  in  finning, 

jehen  the  Lord  is  calling  for  mourning  ?  And  in  that 
day  did  the  Lord  Godof  hojls  call  to  weeping  and  to  mourn^ 
ingt  <i^d  to  baldnefs,  and  to  girding  with  Jackclotb  ;  and, 
behold^  joy  and  gladnefs,  flaying  oxen,  and  killing^  Jbeet^ 
eating  flc/h^  and  drinking  wine  ;  let  us  eat  and  drink,  for 
to-morrow  we  Jhall  die,  Ifa.  xxii.  12,  13.  There  were  a 
pack  that  made  a  jeft:  of  dying,  and  made  a  mock  of  a 
future  ft:ate  :  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we  mujl 
die : .  if  we  mufl  have  a  fliort  life,  let  us  have  a  merry 
one.  Here  is  atheifm  rampant ;  denial  of  a  future  ftatc 
lying  at  the  root  of  their  brutifli  fenfuality. — Many  dif- 
cover  their  grofs  immorality  by  mock  confeffion :  like  the 
French  king  that  carried  a  crucifix  in  his  hat;  and 
when  he  had  done  any  thing  amifs  he  would  kife  that, 
as  a  fufficient  atonement.  Many  who  call  themfelves 
Chriftians,  when  they  have  committed  any  grofs  fin, 
ihey  confcfs  it,  with  a  God  forgive  me;  returning  with 
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the  dog  to  the  vomit. — They  evidence  their  immorality  by 
their  unreprsveablenefs  ;  as  is  manifeft  from  their  car- 
*  riagc  to  them  that  admonifh  them :  do  they  count  them 
their  beft  friends  ?  Nay,  their  heart  rifes  and  rages  a- 
gainft  them.  How  ftand  they  aflFeded  towards  the  word, 
when  it  reproves  them,  and  rubs  upon  their  lufts,  and 
croffes  their  delights  ?  They  count  it  enmity  and  folly. 
. — They  evidence  their  grofs  immorality  by  their  Jilthy 
communications^  2xA  filthy  converfations^  Col.  iii.  8.  2  Pet. 
iu  7. 

8.  The  eight  witncfs  is  carelejfnefs  about,  and  confemfi 
of  thenacans  of  purity.  Doth  the  negleO:  of  the  means 
of  purity  witnefs  againft  you  ?  For  example,  prayer  is  a 
mean ;  fecret  prayer,  focjal  prayer,  family  prayer,  fel- 
lowfliip  prayer :  do  you  Uve  in  the  negled  of  thefe?  Yea  : 
then  doth  not  this  witnefs  your  impurit  ?•—  The  word  is 
a  mean ;  hearing  the  word  attentively,  reading  the  word 
diligently,  hiding  the  word  in  your  heart^carefully,  like 
David ;  Thy  word  have  1  bid  in  my  hearty  that  I  might  not 
fin  again/l  thee.    Now,  what  diligent  mfe  do  you  make 
'   of  the  word?  Are  you  carclefs  in  hearing,  efpecially  on 
week-days,  notwithftanding  of  convenient  opportunity? 
Are  yQu  carclefs  in  reading  the  Bible  from  Sabbath  to 
Sabbath?  Why,  the  very  duft  of  your  Bibles  will  wit- 
nefs -againft  you.  I  have  read  of  one,  that  prefented  A^ 
tipater,  the  king  of  Macedon,  with  a  book,  that  treat- 
ed of  happinefs  ;  he  refufed  it,  faying,  /  am  not  at  lei^ 
fure.  Many  have  the  book  by  them  ;  yea,  prefented  to 
them  by  Chrift,  that  treats  of  everlafting  happinefs,  but 
they  flight  the  prefent :  lam  not  at  leifure^  fay  they,  ^fhey 
have  opportunity  of  hearing  the  word  opened  on  week- 
days, as  well  as  Sabbath-days ;  but  they  are  not  at  lei- 
fure.  They  have  means  of  knowledge,  diets  of  catechif- 
ing,  for  clearing  the  fame  word ;  but  they  are  not  at 
leifure.  They  have  many  precious  feafons  of  grace,  fea- 
fons  of  prayer,  feafons  of  duty  ;  but  they  are  not  at  lei-  . 
ftire.  They  take  leifure  to  their  own  work,  their  world- 
ly work  ;  yea,  for  idle  converfation  :  but  thty  have  no 
leifure  for  God's  work,  their  foul's  work,  eternal  work. 
What !  are  not  thefe  things  fo  many  witnefTcs  againft 
you,  that  you  are  impure  ?  I  m\g\vt  piodx^cc  m\&x\\.\A^^ 
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of  more  witnefles ;  but  by  the  mouth  of  two  or  thrc<J 
witneiTes,  every  truth  (hall  be  confirmed:  and  thefe 
witnefles  that  I  have  adduced  at  the  time,  are  fufficient 
for  proving  the  charge.  O  then,  will  you  take  with  the 
reproof;  and  take  home  the  convidion  of  your  impuri- 
ty and  unholinefs  ? 

I  fhall  clofe  with  two  advices^  in  order  to  deliver  you 
from  this  impurity  that  prevails. 

Advice  i.  Seek  after  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  the 
things  of  Chrift.  Knowledge  of  Chrift,  in  a  faving  way 
and  manner^  will  ftrike  at  the  root  of  all  impurity :  for, 
Beholding  his  glory ,  we  are  changed.  And  particularly, 
feek  after  the  knowledge  of  this  purity  and  fandity,  that 
I  fpeak  of,  in  its  agreement  with,  and  difference  from 
juftification :  for,  the  confounding  of  thefe  tWo,  makes 
"many  legal  dreams  in  the  world.  Wherein  it  agrees 
with  juftification,  and  wherein  it  differs,  I  have  had 
occafion  formerly  to  enlarge  upon  *.  They  agree  thus ; 
I.  In  their  efficient;  the  God  the  juftifies,  is  alfo  the 
God  that  fanftifies.  2. .  In  their  end  ;  they  are  both  for 
the  glory  of  God.  3.  In  their  fubjed  ;  the  eleft  finner 
beheving  :  the  man  that  is  juftified,  is  alfo  the  man  that 
is  fandified.  4.  In  the  injlrumdnt^  xi'aivacXyj  faith.  Though 
in  divers  refpeds  we  are  juftified  by  faith,  and  alfo  fanc- 
tj^ed  by  faith,  or  purified :  yet,  in  juftification^  faith 
juftifies  as  ^  pajfive  inftrument,  as  a  veffel  receiving  the 
water ;  \w  fanclification^  faith  fanclifies  and  purifies  as 
an  a6live  inftrument,  as  a  root  and  a  fpring  bullering  up 
the  water. — In  juftification,  faith  is  a  hand  receiving,  a 
receiving  hand :  in  fandification,  it  is  a  working  hand. 
— Alfo,  juftification  is  firft,  in  order  of  nature  ;  fandi- 
fication  is  next :  as  the  good  tree  is  before  the  good  fruit. 
— In  juftification  a  man  is  reckoned  righteous  ;  in  fanc- 
tification,  he  is  made  righteous:  in  juftification,  he.  is 
declared  righteous,  by  a  judicial  fentence ;  in  fandifi- 
cation,  he  is  fafhioned,  and  made  righteous,  and  holy, 
by  afpiritual  change. — In  juftification,  I  have  Chrift  for 

m 

•  Sec  thefe  points   farther  touched  ahove,  p.  j5r,  3  5x.  and  Vol.  11.  p.  jy, 
'36.;  and  their  itfference  ftill  more copioufly  htld  forth,  and  their  harmony  point-  . 
cd  out  in  a  great  many  iultanccs,  iu  the  Go fpcl  Sonnets,  I'art  VI.  Chap.  iii. 

the 


Serm.  X.     of  GosvEL  Purity  opened.        3^9 

the  Lord  my  righteoufnefs  ;  in  fanftification,  I  have  him 
for  the  Lord  myjirength.  Our  righteoufnefs  for  juftifica- 
tion  is  in  him,  as  the  author  and  worker  of  it :  our 
ftrength  for  fanftification  is  in  him,  as  the  root  and  foun- 
tain of  it,  from  whence  it  is  communicate  to  us. — In  Juf- 
ti^cation,  he  works  all  our  works  for  us,  and  we  do 
nothing :  in  fanftification,  he  works  all  our  work  in 
us ;  and  makes  us  do,  while  he  ivorkcth  in  us  both  to  will 
and  to  db. 

Advice  2.  Having  thus  been  brought  by  the  knowledge 
of  Chrift  and  his  grace,  to  a  renewed  ftate,  then,  purfue 
your  fpiritual  enemies  and  lujis^  and  be  daily  throwmg 
ftones  at  them,  till  they  be  killed.  I  allude  to  1  Sam* 
xvii.  40.  where  David,  in  defeating  Goliath,  took  Jive 
Jmoothjiones  out  of  the  brook,  and  cq/i  at  him.  In  allufion 
to  this,  I  will  tell  you  of  five  ftones  that  you  fhould  dai- 
ly caft  at  your  lufts.  (i.)  The  ftone  of  injlituted  means ^ 
and  appointed  ordinances.  Is  prayer  a  mean  ?  Is  the 
word  a  mean  ?  Ufe  thcfe  means  in  the  Lord's  ftrength. 
(2.)  The  ftone  difcriptural  arguments  ;  fuch  as  Jofeph'g; 
argument ;  Simli  I  do  this  great  wickednefs,  and  Jin  a- 
gaifiji  God?  David's  argument ;  fhall  1  do  fo  and  fo.? 
Then  would  I  offend  the  generation  of  the  righteous,  (^.) 
The  ftone  oi go/pel prornifes  :  fuch  as  that ;  IzuillfprtJikle 
clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  Jhall  be  clean.  ^  I  will  give  you 
a  new  hearty  and  a  new  fpirtt,  &c.  Having  ihefe  promifes^ 
let  us  cleanfe  our/elves  from  all  Jilihinefs  0}  flejh  a>  d  fpiriu 
Plead  the  promifes,  and  cry  for  the  grace  promifed.  (4.) 
The  ftone  of  Chriji*s  mediation  and  prayer  ;  John  xvii. 
15,  17.  SanStify  theih  through  thy  truth  ;  thy  zvordis  truth. 
JVhile  they  are  in  the  world,  keep  them  from  the  evil  of  it. 
Improve  the  interceflion  of  Chrift.  (5.)  The  ftone  of 
Chrift^ s  death  and  paffton.  His  crucifixion  is  that,  in  the 
Virtue  whereof  fin  is  crucified.  Improve  his  death,  and 
look  for  virtue  to  come  from  thence.—  Look  to  the  Lord 
for  grace  and  Ikill  to  caft  thcfe  ftones  into  the  head  of 
^oliath. 
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PrOV.    XXX.   12. 

'There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and. 
yet  is  not  wajljed  from  their  Jilthinefs. 

[The  fourth  Sermon  on  this  text.] 

CtlVlLITY  is  a  very  comely  thing ;  but  if  it  be 
4  not  attended  with  fandity,  it  but  gilds  a  man  over, 
and  is  not  true  gold.  A  man  may  have  civility,  and 
civil  honefty,  and  yet  go  to  hell :  but  fanfkity  and- puri- 
ty is  the  beginning  of  heaven.  The  one  is  not  above 
the  fphere  of  nature ;  the  other  is^  fupernatural :  for  as 
the  earth  naturally  can  bring  forth  grafi^  but  cannot 
bring"  forth  corn,  except  it  be  plowed  and  fown ;.  even 
fb,  any  man  may  naturally  be  civil,  but  he  cannot  attain 
to  any  life  of  grace,  or  true  holinefs,  except  God  plow 
up  the  fallow  ground  of  the  heart,  fow  the  feed  of  grace, 
and  make  it  to  take  root  down-ward,  and  bring  forth 
fruit  upward.  Therefore,  truft  not  to  common  civility 
and  fobriety,  whatever  external  comlinefs  and  excellen- 
cy be  in  it ;  but  rather  be  afraid  of  it,  left  you  miflake 
it  for  real  grace :  why,  becaufe  the  fober  devil  carries 
more  to  hell  than  the  profane  devil ;  for  the  profane 
man,  being  in  a  dirty  way  to  hell,  he  is  fooner  con- 
vinced of  his  filthinefs  and  mifery,  and  more  readily 
reclaimed  :  but  the  civil  man,  being  in  a  more  cleanly 
way  to  hell,  is  fo  conceited  with  an  opinion  that  he  has 
grace  alreadj^,  that  it  is  harder  to  bring  him  to  true  re- 
J)entance.  There  is  a  generation  tli^t  are  pure  in  their  awn 
eyeSy  and  yet  is  not  wajhed  from  their  filthinefsi 

It  \%  a  very  fad  and  a  very  dreadful  thing  for  people 
to  be  dreaming,    that  they  are  going  to  heaven,  and 
faj^ying  that  they  are  in  very  good  terms  with  God, 
yet  are  in  the  ftreight  road  to  hell,  having  God  for 

their 
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Xhcir  enemy,  and  enemies  to  God;  Enemies  in  iieir 
minds  by  wicked  works.  Yea,  there  are  many  fiich, 
that  if  minifters  deal  plainly  with  them,  and  teU  thciij 
that  they  are  enemies  to  God,  and  never  had  a  fpark 
^f  true  love  to  him ;  all  that  we  get  of  them  is,  God/or^ 
bid;  we  hope  it  is  otherwije :  or  elfe,  fay  they.  We  hope 
it  will  be  otherwifej  and  God  will  have  mercy  on  us  :  and 
fo  there  is  no  more  of  it,  they  remain  hardened  in  their 
enmity^  and  yet  hardened  in  a  vain  imagination,  that 
all  is  well.  O  Sirs,  if  that  be  your  cafe,  will  you  let 
-the  word  of  God  fmk  intd  your  confcience,  for  convic- 
tion. There,  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own 
€yes  ;  arid  yet  is  not  wajhed from  their  jilthinefs.  I  now 
come,  ^ 

4^hly^  To  another  ufe  of  the  doftrine,  which  fhall  be 
for  trial  and  examination.  Examine  and  try  whether  or 
not  you  have  ^y  fhare  of  this  gq&e^purity :  whether 
or  not  you  be  warned  from  your  filthinefs.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  great  flnjKocnt  that  you  are  called  to  enquire  into. 
.Go|l  calls  yowU^iMmine  yourf elves ^  and  pr true  your  own- 
felfoet^  and  !i^eilig  purity  and  hglinefs  is  the  grea^  pre- 
par^ve  fof  everTafting  happinefe,'  a  miftake  in  your 
fearch  may  make  you  miferable  to  all  eternity.  1  IhaU 
here,,  i.  OScr  (omc  negative  charaders,  pointing  out 
thole  that  are  not  waflied  from  their  filthinefs.  2.  Some 
pofitive  evidences  by  which  we  may  try,  whether  or  not 
we  be  wafhed  from  our  filthinefs,  and  partake  of  this 
gofpel  purity,  which  we  have  held  forth  in  the  nature, 
neceflity,  and  excellency  thereof. 

[[1.3  We  are  to  offer  fome  negative  charaders^  point- 
ing out  thofe  that  are  not  waflied  from  their  filthineft, 
but  are  filthy  ftill.  Upon  the  laft  ufe,  I  offered  feveral 
witnejjes  to  be  produced  for  teftifying  the  i^WH^ty  of 
the  day  we  live  in ;  and  fliall  not  refume  wnafT faid, 
but  offer  fome  things  further,  by  which  we  may  try 
Jiow  impure  we  are  and  the  generation  is.  And,  though 
fome  of  the  particulars  I  am  to  mention  may  take  place, 
in  fome  meafure,  with  the  godly  that  are  waflied,  yet 
thofe  who  are  under  the  power  of  thefe  evils,  the  un- 
mortified  power,  unlamented  and  unrepcnted  domini- 
on thereof,  were  never  waflied  from  their  fikhivx^^:,-.  vV^^ 
.     *  Aaa  z  ^^^x. 
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text  fays,  There  is  a  generation  thai  are  not  wajhed  from 
their  filthinefs^  thotigh  yet  they  arc  fure  in  their  own 
eyes^  ^xv^  felf -conceited^  which  is  the  particular  fin  that  I 
referve  to  be  fpoken  to  in  the  third  and  laft  doftrine : 
and  therefore  fhall  not  infift  upon  it  here.  But,  you 
fee,  befides  this,  all  other  fins  and  abominations,  and 
impurities  are  included  in  the  text ;  and  therefore 
It  gives  us  occafion  to  fpeak  of  all  manner  of  fin,  while 
it  fays,  There  is  a  generation  that  are  not  wajhed  from  their 
Jilthinefs. 

!•  There  is  a  generation  of  atheijis,  that  neither  fear 
God  nor  regard  man  :  that  fay  in  their  heart.  There  is 
no  God ;  and  vainly  wifli  there  were  none.  .  There  is  a 
generationiof  dei/is,  which  is  but  a  fecond  edition  of  a- 
theifm,  whereby  the  providence  of  God  is  denied ;  and 
fo  the  God  of  providence  blafphemed :  but  befidc  the 
grofs,  contraftedj  and  almoft  profeffed  athcifm  of  many, 
what  a  huge  generation  is  there,  that  was  never  purg- 
ed from  their  natural  atheifm !  And  thougfti  they  would 
take  it  ill  to  be  called  atheifts,  are  evidcivy  and  pmdi- 
cally*^p,  while,  though  they  profefs  to  know  Godj  yet 
in  works  they  deny  him.  Surely  thefe  are  not  purged 
from  their  filthinefs. 

2.  There  is  a  generation  of  ignorant  perfons^  that 
know  not  God,  know  not  religion,  know  not  the  prin- 
ciples of  Chriftianity ;  they  are  grofly  and  ftupidly  ig- 
norant, notwithftanding  the  means  of  knowledge :  they 
are  artfully  ignorant,  neglefting  the  opportunities  of 
inftruftion,  diets  of  examination,  and  other  feafons  of 
learning.  They  are  ignorant  of  Chrift,  and  the  way  of 
ialvation  through  him :  ignorant  both  of  law  and  gof- 
,  pel ;  the  covenant  of  works  and  covenant  of  grace.  Are 
thefd(|«fiied  from  their  filthinefs  ?  No  ;  //  is  a  people 
of  no  underflandlng,  faith  God;  therefore  he  that  made 
them,  will  not  have  mercy  upon  them  ;  and  he  that  formed 
them  zvili  fJoew  them  no  favour.  And  befide  the  grofly 
ig-norant,  there  is  a  generation  that  hath  a  fmattering 
of  knowledge,  fome  notional  views  of  gofpel  myfl:eries: 
but  they  never  had  the  eyes  of  their  underftandings  o- 
pened  ;  the  God  of  this  world  having  blinded  their  eyes : 
J\dy  people  are  dejlroyed  for  lack  of  knowledge.     They  are 
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not  wajhed  from  their  filihinefs  ;  no  :  the  ignorant  pcr- 
io:^\^flthyJiill. 

3.  There  is  a  generation  of  mockers^  that  defpife  all 
things,  ferious  and  facred.  If  they  come  to  church  to  at- 
tend ordinances,  they  but  flight  and  defpife  thefe  ordinan- 

-  ces  in  their  hearts.  If  they  hear  a  preaching,  they  but  de- 
fpife  and  contemn  the  word  that  they  hear,  and  know 
not  what  it  is  to  hear  to  edification.  If  public  prayers  be 
an  oflfering  up,  they  but  defpife  the  fame ;  their  eyes  arq 
roving,  and  they  know  not  what  it  is  to  join  in  prayer 
with  their  fouls.  If  public  pfalms  be  a  finging,  they 
defpife  that  piece  of  worfliip,  and  can  fit  with  their 
mouths  clofe,  when  the  mouths  of  others  are  opened, 
to  fing  praifes  to  God.  I  have  fometimes  obferved,  with 
regret,  how,  while  the  congregation  were  profefling  at 
leafl,  to  praife  God  with  open  mouth,  fome  will  fit  with 
fuch  a  clofe  mouth,  as  if  they  were  openly  profefling 
that  they  defpifed  and  contemned  that  heavenly  exercife. 
'They  that  love  not  to  join  with  a  congregation  on  earth, 
to  praife  God,  how  unfit  are  they  for  joining  with  the 
heavenly  company,  whbfe  exercife  is  to  praife  him  for 
ever  ? — There  is,  I  fay,  a  generation  of  mockers  and 
defpifers ;  and  fome  that  flight  and  defpife  ordinances 
altogether,  of  whom  God  faith.  Behold^  ye  defpifers^  wdn^ 
der,  andperijh.  Surely  thefe  are  not  wajhenfrom  their 
flthinefs. 

4.  There  is  a  generation  of  hypocrites  and  formalijis^ 
that  furely  are  not  wajhenfrom  their  fit  hinefs^  that  make 
a  fafhion  of  reading,  and  hearing,  and  praying,  and 

.  praifing,  and  finging  ;  and  reft  fatisfied  with  the  exter- 
nal performance  of  duty,  and  were  never  acquainted 
with  the  love,  the  power,  the  life  of  religion ;  that 
have  a  name  to  live,  hut  are  dead.  Wo  to  you  hypocrites! 
for  ye  make  clean  the  outftde ;  but  are  not  waflien  froni 
your  internal  filthinefs  :  you  are  as  whited  fcpulchres, 
having  a  fair  outfide  ;  but  within  are  full  of  rottennefs 
and  putrefaftion. 

5.  There  is  a  generation  of  legalijls  and  moralijls  : 
they  go  about  to  e/iablijh  a  right eoufnefs  of  their  own^  and 
will  not  fiihmit  to  the  right eoiifnefs  of  God.  They  are  your 
pretenders  to  works,  and  holinefs,  aivd  i\^\vt^c>\iS!cvA%  % 
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but  difcover  their  want  thereof,  by  their  cftrangcmcut 
from,  and  ignorance  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  They 
feek  heaven  in  a  legal  way :  they  feek  te  enter  in^  .hut 
tbeyjhall  not  be  dbky  Luke  xiii.  24.  They  feek  falvati- 
on,  but  they  feek  it  not  by  faith  ;  but,  as  it  were^  by  the 
woris  oftbe  law.  They  pretend  refped  to  the  law,  and 
yet  aflfront  it  by  refufing  the  only  law-biding,  law-fulfil- 
nng  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  They  profefs  holinefs,  and 
yet  are  nat  wajhedfrom  their  jihhinefs  ;  for  they  are  un- 
der the  law.  For  that  word.  Sin  jhaU  not  have  dominion 
ffver  you  ;  for  you  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  graces 
may  be  read  juft  backward,  with  refpeft  to  them  :  Sin 
ffxaU  have  dominion  over  them,  becaufe  they  arc  ,not  un^ 
der  grace,  but  under  the  law. 

6.  There  is  a  generation  o^  fuperJHtious  worjhif^^ 
and  ceremony-mongers y  who  will  worfliip  God  in  ways  not 
enjoined  in  his  word.  A  heathen  Socrates  would  fay, 
*'  God  will  be  worfliipped  with  that  kind  of  worfhip 
*^  which  himftilf  hath  commanded  :**  and  furdy,  thofe 
that  profefs  themfelves  Chriftians  fhould  fear  and  learn* 
Now,  I  not  only  hear  mean,  all  grofs  fupcrftition,  of 
whatfoe\i%r  fort,  but  all  impurity  of  wori(hip.  Surely 
tiiey  arc  not  wafhen  from  their  filthinefs,  who  have  no 
concern  upon  their  hearts  to  ftand  up  for  the  purity  of 
religion,  in  its  worihip  and  ordinances,  in  oppofition  to 
all  mixtures  and  corruptions  whatfoever.  Nothing  cxaf- 
perates  a  holy  God  more  than  this,  that  there  ihould  be 
defilements  in  his  worfhip ;  for  mixture  in  his  woHhip, 
not  only  crofTes  his  command,  but  impeaches  his  wifdom, 
as  if  we  fhould  fupply  the  defefts  of  his  word,  by  our 
inventions :  therefore,  God  condemns  it  as  will-worlhip, 
laying.  Their  fear  toward  me^  or  their  worfliip  of  me, 
is  taught  by  the  prcceps  ofmen^  Ifa.  xxix.  13.  Col.  ii.  22, 
23.  In  a  word,  it  makes  God*s  worfhip  a  vain  worfhip ; 
In  vain  do  they  worfhip  me^  teaching  for  doBrine  the  com- 
timndments  of  men.  Mat.  xv.  6.  As  mixing  copper  with 
gold  debafeth  the  metal,  it  cannot  pafs :  therefore,  God 
giveth  that  awful  certification,  kev.  xxii.  18,  19.  For  I 
teflify  unto  every  man  that  hearth  the  words  oftbe  prophecy 
of  this  hooky  If  any  manfhalladd  unto  tbefe  things^  Godjhall 
udd  unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  written  in  this  book:  and 

if 
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if  arty  manjhall  take  away  from  the  -words  ofthtbooi  ofthvt 
prophecy .  Godjhalt  take  away  his.  part  out  of  the  book  9f 
lif&f  and  /)Ut  of  the  holy  city^  andjrom  the  things  which  art 
'written  in  this  hook. 

7.  There  is  a  generation  of  erroneous  perfons ;  that 
err  jin  heart,  and  err  in  pradicc,  and  err  in  principle. 
Some  have  no  principles  at  all,  but  Latitudinarian  ;  they 
are  any  thing  you  pleafc  Others  are  of  abominable  and 
corrupt  principles,  fubverfive  of  the  gofpel,  and  deftruc- 
tive  to  pure  religion  and  undefiled.  It  was  an  old  prin- 
ciple long  ago,  which  is  yet  living,  "  That  the  dodirinc 
**  of  free  grace,  and  juftification  by  faith,  without  the" 
*'  works  of  the  law,  was  an  advcrfary  to  the  law  of 
*'  Mofes  iand  to  hohnefs/'  No  wonder  then,  that  fomc 
have  this  doftrine  to  defend  againft  fuch  a  charge,  when 
Ghrift  himfelf  had  this  ado ;  /  am  not  Come  to  dejrcy  the' 
lawi  but  to  fulfil  it.  It  is  a  day  of  error ;  and  to  fpeak  o£ 
aJl  the  errors  that  are  like  to  be  imbibed  and  drunk  in, 
were  a  tafk  not"  to  be  managed  in  a  paiSng  word,  but- 
would  take  much  time.  Pollution  in  principle,  is  a 
great  pollution  :  and  where  the  error  is  in  fundamentals, 
furely  the  perfon  is  not  wafhed  from  his  filthincfe. 

8.  There  is  a  generation  that  makes  no  manner  of 
bonds  of  offence :  to  offend  the  generation  of  tie  righteous  j- 
is  become  a  common  and  eafy  thing  with  many  profef- 
fors ;  and  yet  the  Lord  fays,  Pf^o  to  the  world,  becauje  of 
offences!  better  that  a  mill- ft  one  were  put  about  his  neck,  ' 
and  he  thrown  into  the  midft  ofthefea^  than  to  offend  one 

'  ofthofe  little  ones.  Offences  mu ft  come  ;  but  wo  to  them  by^ 
"whom  they  come.  Surely,  thefe  that  have  no  regard  whc^ 
ther  they  offend,  and  lay  ftumbling-blocks  in  peoples 
way,  or  not,  they  feem  not  to  be  waflied  from  their  fil* 
thinefs. 

9,  There  is  a  generation  that  are  drowned  in  fecurify 
ztidjiupidity,  having  no  fenfe  of  fin  or  danger :  though 
fm  be  eminent  and  danger  imminent ;  they  go  on  m- 
cof  rigibly,  in  their  own  evil  way ;  and  live  fecurely 
notwithftanding  all  the  means  of  mercy,  and  motives  of 
judgment,  the  Lord  gives  for  their  recovery.  When 
the  language  of  providence,  and  the  alarms  thereof 'cry, 
Jrifcy   0  Jleepery  and  call  upon  thy  God.     While  the 
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Jftormy  tcmpcft  threaten  the  fhipwreck  of  the  church  and 
ftatc :  and  particularly  the  ftorm  of  divifion  and  animo- 
fity  threatens  the  overthrowing  the  church  viliblc  ;  yet 
they  fleep  on,  faying,  All  is  fefe.  Tet  a  little  Jleep,  a 
little  Jlumber^  a  little  folding  of  the  hands  to  fleep.  When 
fccurity  is  univerlal,  furely  it  is  a  fign  we  are  not  wafh- 
cd  from  our  filthinefs. 

10.  There  is  a  generation  oi  apojlaies^  who  begin  in 
iiejpiritj  and  end  in  thejlejh  ;  that  begin,  like  Nebu- 
chadnezzar's image, '  with  a  head  of  gold,  but  end  with 
the  feet  of  the. image,  that  were  feet  of  clay.  Apoftafy, 
and  backfliding,  and  defedion  are  no  rarity  in  our  day, 
wherein  the  love  of  many  waxeth  cold ;  and  the  church 
hath  left  her  firft  love  ;  and  many  backflide  with  a  per- 
petual backfliding ;  and  are,  it  is  to  be  feared,  of  will 
be  of  thefe  who  draw  back  to  perdition.  Concerning  all 
fuch  the  fcripture  fpeaketh  very  awfully  :  The  bacl^ider 
in  heart  Jhall  be  filled  with  his  own  ways.  Whofo  putteth 
his  hand  to  God^s  plough ^  and  looketh  back,  is  not  fit  for 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Surely  habitual  apoftates,  who 
return  ivith  the  dog  to  the  vomit ^  and  the  fow  that  was 
wajhed^  to  the  wallowing  in  the  mire^  are  not  waftied  from 
their  filthinefs.  A  generation  that  is  making  defeftion 
from  God,  his  work,  caufe,  and  intereft,  are  not  wafh- 
cd. 

11.  There  is  a  generation  of  lukewarm  Laodiceans^^ 
who  are  neither  cold  nor  hot,  whom  God  threatens  to 

fpcw  out  of  his  mouth  :  having  no  zeal  for  God,  no  pub- 
Be  fpirit  to  wiinefs  faithfully  for  the  caufe  and  intereft 
ofChrift.  Inftead  of  this,  carnal  policy^  under  the  falfc 
BOtion  oi  prudence  and  moderation^  doth  carry  many  off 
their  feet,  while  they  follow  the  counfels  of  flefh  and 
blood,  and  condemn,  reproach,  and  difcourage  thofe 
who  take  other  meaiures,  and  defire  to  be  faithful.  If 
any  zeal  for  the  declaritive  glory  of  God  appear  with 
this  or  the  other  perfon,  in  a  day  of  general  lukewarm- 
nefs,  no  wonder  that  the  particular  perfon,  who  would 
make  any  appearance  againft  the  common  defeftion,  be 
fluted  for  fingulsfrity,  as  if  they  fet  up  themfelves,  and 
would  be  reckoned  eminent  beypnd  all  others :  But  ca- 
lumny  will  never  make  ze^\  c\\Vf^ble,  uor  lukevirarmnefg 
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juftlfiable.  However,  the  neutralifing  temporiaser  is  abo- 
minable to  God ;  he  who  cares  not  whether  the  ark  or 
dagon  be  fet  up,  whether  Chrift  or  antichrift  prevail :  ' 
He  that  is  not  with  me  is  againji  me^  faith  Chrift,  upon 
this  head.  I  have  read  of  Anaftatius  the  emperor,  that 
he  was,  by  the  hand  of  God,  fliot  to  death  with  a  hot 
thundet-bolt,  becaufe  he  was  lukewarm  in  the  catholic 
caufe,  and  not  zealous  againft  the  Arian  faftion,  which 
became  fo  univerfal,  that  it  was  (aid,  The  whole  world 
was  turned  Arian. 

12.  There  is  a  generation  oi profane  perfons^  like  Efau, 
who,  for  one  morjel  of  meat^  fold  his  birth-right.  Many, 
for  a  little  morfel  of  worldly  good,  will  fell  their  fouls, 
and  fell  their  heavenly  inheritance.  Many,  for  fear  of 
lofing  any  little  outward  inheritance,  or  temporal  ad- 
rants^ge  in  the  world,  will  make  fhipwreck  of  faith  and 
a  good  confcience.  Many  think  they  make  a  good 
bargain  at  a  public  market,  (fuch  as  you  have  in  view 
this  week,)  though  they  cheat  their  neighbour  with  ne- 
ver fo  many  lies  and  fahhoods,  in  buying  and  felling, 
if  they  may  but  gain  a  little  wondly  advantage  upon 
them.  They  will  quit  with  their  confcience,  before 
they  quit  with  a  fixpence.  Surely  thefe  are  not  wa&cd 
from  their  filthinefs. 

But  what  (hall  I  fay  ?  There  would  be  no  end  of 
fpeaking  to  this  purpofe. — There  is  a  generation  that 
have  no  care  of  their  own  fouls,  nor  the  fouls  of  others : 
they  are  running  faft  to  hell ;  and,  by  their  ill  example, 
drawig  their  children  to  hell  with  them ;  their  friends 
and  neighbours  to  hell  with  them. — There  is  a  genera- 
tion oivik  whoremongers,  and  adulterers,  and  unclean  per-- 
fons,  that  gb  on,  without  rcmorfe  or  reformation ;  and 
to  whom  the  cuftom  of  the  fm  hath  worn  out  the  con- 
fcience of  the  guilt.  Moft  certainly  they  are  not  wafh- 
ed  from  their  filthinefs. — ^There  is  a  generation  of  drunk-^ 
ards  and  tipplers,  that  cannot  mortity  the  luft  of  drunk- 
cnnefs  unto  drunkennefs :  it  is  their  right  hand  and 
right  eye,  which,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  cut  off,  or  pluck- 
ed out,  it  is  like  to  go  to  hell  with  them.  They  arc 
not  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs. — There  is  a  generati- 
on of  \kxycvidifwearersy  and  profanen  oi  xixt  xva»xt.o^  QicA^ 
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•whether  by  broad  oaths,  or  minchcd  oaths ;  not  to  in- 
fift  upon  tne  open  perjury,  by  the  abominable  ufe  and 
abufe  of  ftate  oaths.     O  the  perfidy  and  perjury  of  the 
nation !     Surely  the  Lord  hath  a  controverfy  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  land,   becaufe  there  is  no  truth,  nor 
knowledge  of  God  in  the  land ;  by  /wearing^   and  lyings 
and  killing,  and  ftealing,    and  committing  adultery,    they 
break  out,  and  blood  toucbeth  blood  ;  therefore  Jhall  the  land 
mourn^  Hof.  iv.  i,  2,  3. — There  is-a  generation  of //^2^/, 
who  make  no  confcience  of  (peaking  the  truth  to  their 
neighbour :    T[bey  are  of  their  father  the  devil,   who  is 
the  father  of  lies.    Are  they  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs  ? 
No :  There  fhall  in  nowife  enter  into  the  new  Jerufalem 
any  thing  that  defileth^  or  worketh  abomination,  or  maketh 
a  lie, — There  is  a  generation  of  Sabbath-breakers ^  to 
whom  God's  holy  day  is  as  little  hallowed  and  fandified 
as  any  other  day :  though  they  come  to  the  church  for 
the  fafliion ;  yet  they  do  not  make  confcience  to  abftaia 
from  thinking  their  orjjn  thoughts ^fpeaking  their  own  words, 
or  doing  their  own  works  on  the  Lord^s  day :    No  j  if  it 
were  not  for  the  cuftom,  they  would  not  make  fo  much 
as  any  outward  mark  of  diftinftion.     Are  they  waflied 
fcom  their  filthinefs  ?     No,  by  no  means. — There  is  a 
generation  of  ynalicious  perfons  and  fire-brands,  living  in 
the  fire  of  contention  and  difcord :    not  living  in  love, 
nor  following  peace  with  all  men  ;  but  living  in  malice  and 
envy,  hateful   and  hatiyig  one  another :    loving  to  have 
an  ill  tale  to  tell,  and  an  evil  report  to  make  of  one  a- 
nother ;  purfuing  die  clafhes,  and  entertaining  them. 
Surely    they  are  not  wafhed  from  their   filthinefs. — 
There  is  a  generation  of  unjii/i  and  injurious  perfons, 
who  think  nothing  to  build  up  their  own  worldly  for- 
tune upon  the  ruin  of  their  neighbour's  eftate  ;  not  re- 
membering, that  which  is  won  by  theft,  robbery,  in- 
juftice,  or  oppreffion,  is  win  at  the  peril  of  their  fouls 
and  the  curfe  of  God.     Of  the  fame  nature  is  injuftice 
in  judging  and  determining  of  caufes,   at  whatfoever 
court,  whether  civil  or  ecc'efiaftic,  when  friendfliip  and 
courtefy  is  preferred  above  juflice  and  equity ;  and  when 
the  decifion  of  judges  goes  not  by  juftice,   but  by  fa- 
vour,  ox  fraud,   or  bribery.     Surely  all  fuch  are  not 


Serm.XI     of  06sv tXs  Vu kit y  dpefied.       379 

wafhed  from  their  filthinefs. — There  is  a  generation  pf 
rotten-hearted  profejfors^  that  join  in  intimate  ^oclcty  and 
cldfe  famiharity  with  ftated  enemies  to  God  and  religi- 
dn,  arid  monftrous  fwearers,  prdfane,  Ibofe,  abandon- 
ed, and  mal\gnant  perfons :  they  reckon  them,  perhap^j 
to  be  good  fellows^  and  honed  neighbours,  and  have 
not  the  leaft  reluftance  at  intimate  fellowfliip  with 
them ;  arid,  it  may  be,  prefer  their  company  to  that  of 
the  godly  and  ferious*  They  walk  in  the  counfel  af  the 
iihgodfyy  they  Jiand  iA  the  way  ofjinners^  and  Jit  mjhe 
way  of  the  fcomful^  and  yet  would  be  called  profeffors. 
But  it  feems  plain  that  they  are  not  walhed  from  their 
filthinefs. — There  is  a  generation  oi  prayerlefs  perfons  ; 
they  bow  not  a  knee  to  God  in  their  families,  and  per- 
haps as  little  in  their  clofets.  The  pirayerlefs  man  is  an 
Jihpure  man ;  he  is  not  waflied  from  hid  filthinefs.— r 
There  is  a  generation  oi  proud  znAfelfiJh  perfons  ;  if  they 
pray,  or  bring  forth  any  friiit,  they  are  but  empty  yines 
that  bring  forth  fruit  to  themfelves..  Spiritual  pride  and 
felf  is  as  great  an  enemy  as  God  hath :  and  even  pride 
of  duties,  pride  of  prayei^  pride  of  preaching,  pride  of 
^race,  proud  defires  of  being  applauded  and  thought 
better  of  than  others,  where  it  is  in  its  reign,  evidences 
the  perfon  is  not  waflied  from  his  filthitiefs.-^In  a  wordj 
theri  is  a  generation  of  unregenerate  perfons^  which  in- 
clude all  the  Chriftlefs  and  gracelefs  world,  that  were 
never  convinced  or  converted,  never  drawn  to  Chrift  in 
a  day  of  power.  Surely  all  they  who  were  never  born 
agairij  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  whofe  operations  are 
Kke  water,  who  were  ntwcvjaved  by  the  wdflnng  of  rege* 
Iteration,  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoji,  they  arc 
not  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs. 

[2.]  The  next  thing  propofed,  on  this  ufe  of  trial 
and  examination,  was  to  afligh  fome  pofttive  evidences 
of  thofe  that  are  waflied  from  their  filthinefs  and  made 
partakers  of  gofpel  purity.  It  is  pofllble  fome  may  i- 
magine,  if  all  be  excluded  that  I  have  named,  there  will 
certainly  be  few  behind  of  the  generation,  that  is  wafli- 
ed from  their  filthinefs.  Indeed,  I  own,  they  are  but 
few;  for  all  are  excluded  who  are  under  the  power, 
reign,  and  dominion  of  any  of  thofe  fmi  1\y^x \\vaN^\i^^w 
Bbb  2  Tv^TOccv^. 
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naming.  But,  for  the  help  of  the  few,  that  they  may 
know  the  J  have  fomething  of  gofpel  purity,  and  that 
others  may  further  know  that  they  have  it  not,  and  fo 
may  be  humbled,  and  cry  to  the  Lord  for  it,  I  fhaU  of" 
fer  but  thefe  two  means,  or  evidences,  at  the  time,  by 
which  it  may  be  tried.  Try  this  purity  then,  i.  By  the 
root  of  it.     2.  By  the  fruit  of  it. 

ly?.  Let  this  purity  be  tried  by  the  root  wAfpring  of 
it.     And, 

I.  This  gofpel  purity  is  rooted  in  a  divorce  from  the 
law.  This  may  feem  a  paradox  to  fome,  that  purity,^ 
holinefs,  and  conformity  to  the  law,  fliould  be  rooted 
in  a  divorce  from  the  law :  Yea,  but  it  is  a  truth  of  the 
eternal  God.  Accordingly  Paul  declares  of  his  own 
experience.  Gal.  ii.  29.  I  through  the  law  am  dead  to 
ihe  law^  that  I  might  live  unto  God.  No  living  unto  Godj 
in  point  of  purity  and  fanftification,  until  we  be  dead 
unto  and  divorced  from  the  law^  in  point  of  juftification. 
We  muft  renounce  it  as  a  rule  of  acceptance,  before  we 
improve  it  as  a  rule  of  obedience.  We  do  not  make  it 
a  ftandard  of  holinefs,  fo  long  as  we  make  it  a  conditi- 
of  life  :  for,  while  we  do  fo,  we  are  under  the  law,  and 
fo  under  tKe  power  and  dominion  of  fin,  and  ftrangers 
to  the  grace  of  God,  which  only  doth  effeftually  teacb 
to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lujis^  and  to  live  foberly^ 
righteoufly,  and  godly.  Now,  have  you  ever  been  divorc- 
ed from  the  law,  by  the  killing  ftroke  of  convifdon, 
and  by  the  mortifying  ftroke  of  humiliation?  Have 
you  been  convinced  of  the  evil  of  fin,  the  guilt  of  fin, 
the  power  of  fin ;  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  though 
he  fhould  deftroy  you  ;  and  of  the  fpirituality  and  extent 
of  the  law,  fo  as  the  commandment  comings  Jin  hath  r^ 
vived  and  you  died? 

2.  This  gofpel  purity  is  rooted  in  a  marriage  union  to 
Chrift  ;  Te  are  dead  to  the  law  by  the  body  ofChri/t,  that 
ye  mifrhi  be  married  to  another ^  even  unto  Chrijl,  that  ye 
may  bring  forth  fruit  unto  Gody  Rom.  vh  4.  As  there? 
can  be  no  lawful  children  before  marriage  ;  fo,  no  ac- 
ceptable fruit  unto  God,  no  true  purity,  before  mar- 
riage union  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  without  ingraft- 
mciit  IvAo  this  bleffed  vinc^  without*  whom  we  can  do 
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nothing.  Now,  try  your  purity  by  this  root  of  it. — Know 
you  nothing  of  a  maiyriage  manifejiation  of,  and  union  to 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  having  been  divorced  from  the 

.  law,  by  a  work  of  humiliation  laying  you  low  ?  Havfe 
you  got  a  difcovery  of  Chrift,  in  a  gratious  manifeftati- 
on  ot  his  glory  ?  For,  beholding  his  glory ^  we  are  chang- 
ed into  the  fame  image ^  from  glory  to  glory. — Got  yoil  ever 
a  view  of  the  marriage  contrah  f  Did  he  never  fay  to 
you,  I  will  be  your  God,  yejhall  be  my  people?  Did  he 
never  fay,  I  will  bet  rot  he  thee  to  me  for  ever,  in  loving-kind* 
nefsy  in  tender  mercies j  and  in  faithfulnefs ;  declaring 
that  his  covenant  is  your  charter,  Kis  righteoufnefs  your 

.  garment,  his  Spirit  your  guide,  his  fulnefs  your  treafure^ 
and  his  faithfulnefs  your  fecurity  ? —  Know  you  nothing 
of  the  marriage  proclamation  f  Did  the  Lord  never  fay 
to  you  fuch  a  word  as  thzt,^  Come  unto  me,  and  you  Jhall 
find  reji  to  your  fouls,  poor,  weary,  and  heavy  laden  crea- 
ture ?  Did  he  never  court  you  by  the  gofpel,  faying,  as 
Rebekah^s  friends  concerning  Abraham's  fervent,  with 
relation  to  Ifaac,   Will  you  go  with  this  man? — Know 

^  you  any  thing  of  the  marriage  confent?  I  will  go  with 
this  man.  Did  he  ever  make  you  willing  in  a  day  of  his 
power  ?—  Know  you  nothing  of  marriage  embraces,  be- 
tween Chrift  and  your  foul  r  Hath  he  ever  embraced 
you  by  his  love,  and  made  you  to  embrace  him  by  faith? 
——i- Surely  gofpel  purity  is  rooted  here. 

3.  "This  gofpel  purity  is  rooted  in  the  inhabitation  and- 
operation  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift;  /  will  put  my  Spirit 
within  yoUf  and  cnufe  you  to  walk  in  my  jiatutes,  Ezek. 
xxxvi.  27.  Try  then,  the  Spirit  is  for  accompliftiing  the 
forcmentioned  effefts.  The  Spirit  maketh  a  clear  revela- 
tion of  the  grace  of  God  in  the  gofpel.  The  Spirit  hav- 
ing convinced  of  fin  and  unbelief,  doth  beget  faith,  even 

'  the  faith  of  the  word  of  grace,  the  faith  of  the  death  of 
Chrift,  the  faith  of  the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift,.  and  the 
faith  of  the  promife :  and  by  faith  the  believer  receives 
the  Spirit ;  that  is,  more  and  more  of  the  Spirit.  In  the 
firft  approach  of  the  Spirit  to  the  heart,  when  he  works 
faith,  wd  are  purely  pafTive ;  but  afterward  the  Spirit  is 
received:  Received  ye  the  Spirit  by  the  works  of  the  law, 
tfr  by  the  bearing  of  faith  f  And  now  iVvc  S^\t\v  ^05«:^ 
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in  the  heart  j  as  the  root  of  all  purity  and  holincfs  there ; 
and  then  he  works,  and  operates,  and  influences  :  this 
is  the  fep  which  comes  from  the  root  Chrift.  The  poor 
foul  finds,  that  without  new  breathing,  new  influences 
of  the  Spirit,  there  can  be  no  good  motions,  deflres,  af- 
fcftions ;  this  is  the  well  of  water ^  put  within  the  believ- 
^^yfP^^H^^i  ^P  ^^  everlajiing  life.  Hypocrites  may  be 
fed  with  common  influences,  like  pools  from  the  clouds ; 
but  believers  have  a  living  fpring  within  them,  fpring- 
ing  up  like  a  fpring  well  internally,  even  when  there 
ire  no  external  motives  many  times. 

4.  This  gofpel  purity  is  rooted  in  a  principle  oi faith  j 
fo  we  read.  Ads  xv.  9.  that  their  hearts  were  purified 
by  faith:  for  faith  doth  not  ovAy  ju/iify  the  perfon,  but 
aifo  purify  the  affeftions  and  heart  ot  the  perfon  jultifi- 
cd.  Faith  is  a  working  grace,  i  Theff.  i.  3;  In  what 
works  it  ?  It  works  thus,  even  working  out  filthy  cor- 
ruption. As  unbelief  and  \vifidit\\X.y  pollutes  a  man's  heart} 
and  therefore  Paul  joins  the  unbelieving  and  the  defiled 
together.  Tit.  i.  15. ;  fo  alfo,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  the 
work  of  faith  to  fan£lify  the  heart :  and  therefore  as 
Paul,  in  the  former  place,  joins  unbelief  and  defilement 
together ;  fo,  i  Tim.  i.  5.  faith  unfeigned^  and  a  pun 
heart  are  coupled  together.  Novi^,  faith  purifies  by  draw.' 
ing  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation :  having  united 
the  perfon  to  Chrift,  the  fountain-head,  it  draws  vital 
influences  from  all  Chrift's  perfedions  and  attributes ; 
from  all  his  offices,  from  all  his  promifes,  from  all  his 
providences,  from  all  his  relations ;  from  his  names, 
his  rightcoufncfs,  his  fulnefs,  his  purchafe,  by  its  fre- 
quent adings  through  the  help  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift^ 
which  is  given  them. 

And  particularly,  faith  improves  the  death  of  Chrift 
for  this  purpofe.  By  his  death  he  hath  appeafcd  the  wfatby 
and  fdtisfied  juftice,  and  hath  obtained  the  commimica-. 
tion  of  God's  favour,  and  all  the  fruits  of  it,  whereof 
this  of  fandification  and  purification  is  one.  Chrift,  by 
bis  death,  hath  taken  out  of  the  way  the  great  obftaclc 
of  our  fanAification,  and  that  is  our  conceiving  of  God 
as  an  enemy,  and  fo  being  under  the  fear  of  God's 
wratb :  for  now^  that  Chvvft  hath  died,  and  thi§  is  reveal- 
ed 
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€d  to  us,  this  may  bege^  in  us  kindly  thoughts  of  God, 
and  deliver  i^s  from  our  fears ;  and  fo  fliould  we  under- 
hand that  y^prd,  There  is  mercy  with  thte  that  thou  maycft 
he  feared.  One  would  think  if  it  were,  ^therc  is  wt^utb 
lyith  thee  that  thou  m^ayeft  be  feared,  they  would  undar- 
ftand  it  better.  Why,  I  tell  you,  while  people  fpar  thq 
Lord  and  \l\&  wrath,  that  is  no  holinefs  :  for  devils  fear 
him  and  his  vrath  ;  yea,  they  believe  and  tremble  at  his 
wrath,  and  yet  have  no  holinefs,  no  purity.  But,  while 
vfcfear  the  Lord  and  his  goodnefs^  as  it  is,  Hpfea  iii.  3.  ; 
while  we  fear  him  in  a  filial  way,  from  the  faith  and  be- 
lief of  mercy  and  goodnefs,  this  is  purity  and  holinefs, 
N0W5  Chrift,  by  his  death,  hath  removed  the  great  ob- 
ftacle,  viz.  a  flavifli  fear,  and  introduced  the  greateft  en- 
couragement, even  the  declaration  of  God's  greateft 
mercy,  and  richeft  grace  to  poor  fmners  :  and  faith'* 
views  hereof  doth  encourage  us  to  love  and  ferve  the 
Lord. 

;  In  a  word,  faith  improves,  and  embraces,  and  pleads 
the  promife  of  fanftificati.on  ;  fuch  as,  IwiUfpfi^kle  clean 
water  upon  you,  and  you  Jhall  be  clean;  from  all  your  fiU 
tbinefs  will  I  cleanje  you:  I  will  put  my  Spirit  zvithin 
them :  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  heart :  I  will  Jubdue  their 
iniquities:  I  will  fave  you  from  all  your  uncleannefs  :  All 

which  are  Yea  and  Amen  in  Chrift. Now,  try  your 

purity  thus  by  the  root  of  it. 

%diyy  Try  your  purity  by  the  fruits  and  effeds,  parts  ' 
and  evidences  of  it ;  fuch  as  theie  following. 

X.  Gofpel  purity  makes  a  man  love  God,  becaufe  he 
IS  pure.  Can  you  fay,  from  the  bottom  of  your  foul„ 
that  however  impure  and  unholy  you  are,  yet  you  love 
God  becaufe  he  is  a  pure  and  holy  God  ;  ,a  holy  God 
that  hates  fm  ?  I  look  upop  this  as  a  fwcet  evidence  of 
pne  that  hath  the  ftamp  of  God's  holinefs  upon  his  foul. 
A  hypocrite  may  love  God  becaufe  he  is  good,  merciful, 
atid  the  like  :  but  can  he  love  him  becaufe  he  is  a  lioly 
Ood  that  hates  fm  ?  No.  Now,  is  that  the  language  of 
t.hy  foul,  Give  thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  bis  holinefs  ? 
2.  Gofpel  purity  makes  a  man  love  tht  people  ofCcd, 
becaufe  they  are  pure.  A  man  may  love  the  people  of 
God  becaufe  of  fome  other  rcafoi),  and  ^^\.\i.'2?i^  v.o  y^- 
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rity :  but  to  iove  them  bccaufc  of  their  purity ;  and  the 
more  pure  and  holy  chey  are,  the  more  to  love  them, 
this  is  an  evidence  of  being  paffedfrom  death  to  life.  Ma- 
ny would  rather  choofe  to  be  in  a  drunken  club  and  ca- 
bal, than  in  the  company  of  thofe  who  fear  God ;  they 
are  kept  under  reftraints  while  with  them  :  but  the  man 
that  is  waflied  from  his  filthinefs.  His  delight's  are  with 
the  faints  y  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earthy  Pfal.  xvi.  3. 

3.  Another  fruit  and  evidence  of  gofpel  purity  is,  it 
makes  the  man  love  the  word^  becaufe  of  fts  purity : 
Thy  word  is  very  pure  ;  therefore  thy  fervant  loves  it^ 
Pfal.  cxix.  140.  The  word  is  the  mean  and  inftrument 
of  purity  ;  Now  are  ye  clean  through  the  word  thai  I  have 
fpoken.  SanSlify  them  through  thy  truth;  thy  word  is  truth. 

Of  his  own  will  begat  he  us  with  the  word  of  truth.  Now, 
to  love  ordinances,  and  to  love  the  word,  for  this  very 
reafon,  becaufe  of  its  purity,  is  evidential  of  a  pcrfon'a 
being  purified  in  part. 

4.  Gofpel  purity  makes  a  man  hatefin^  becaufe  of  its 
impurity,  and  ftaijd  at  a  diftance  from  it,  under  that 
confideration.  He  hates  fin  becaufe  of  its  impurity,  and 
becaufe  of  its  oppofition  to  holinefs :  and  therefore  he 
hates  every  fin '^  I  hate  every  falfe  way ^  Pfal.  cxix.  104.' 
He  hatesy^f r^/,  as  well  as  open  fin ;  /  hate  vain  thoughts^ 
Pfal.  cxix.  113.  He  hates  little  fins,  as  well  as  great,  if 
any  can  be  called  little,  feeing  there  is  no  little  God  to 
fin  againft,  no  little  hell  to  punifla  fin  in.  Little  fins  have 
brought  on  great  puniftiments ;  as  Lot's  wife  looking  , 
back  to  Sodom;  Adam's  eating  the  forbidden  fruit; 
fifty  thoufand  men  of  Bethfhemilh  flain  for  looking  cu- 
rioufly  into  the  ark  ;  and  Uzzah  for  touching  it.  The 
faints  know  that  the  leaft  fin  coft  Chrift's  precious  blood ; 
and  therefore  dare  not  think  little  of,  or  indulge  thera- 
felves  in  any  fin. — Further,  Gofpel  purity  leads  a  man 
to  ftand  at  a  diftance  from  fin.  It  is  true,  the  child  of 
God  may  fall  into  fin  ;  but  his  way  of  finning  is  like  the 
wicked  man's  way  of  ferving  God.  A  wicked  man  may 
go  to  duty,  he  may  go  to  his  prayers  ;  but  he  is  only 

a  bungler  at  it ;  he  has  no  habit  of  grace,  no  dexterity 
for  duty  before  God :  fo,  a  godly  man  may  commit  fin, 
and  try  that  work  {ou\cumc%',  \)\jx\\^  v^'^bvmdcr  at  it. 
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he  has  Ipft  his  habit  and  dexterity  of  (inning  through 
grace  y  and  therefore  it  is  faid  he  cannot  fin :  He  thai 
is  bom  of  God  cannot  commit  Jtn. 

5.  Gofpel  purity  inclines  a  man  to  make  advances  in 
religion?  he  forgets  tie  things  that  are  behind,  and  fref 

Jeth  forward;  he  can  never  be  pure  enough:  he  goes 
from  ftrength  to  ftrength ;  The  path  of  thejujl  is  as  the 
Jhining  light,  that  Jhineth  more  afid  more  unto  the  perfeSt 
day.  It  is  true,  there  are  ebbings  and  Sowings  of  grace  ;  ' 
the  perfon  may  be  going  fometimes  backward,  at  other 
times  forward  :  but  his  ordinary  courfe  is  like  the  fun  ; 
it  may  be  under  a  cloud,  and  out  of  view,  as  if  there 
was  no  fun  at  all ;  but  then  it  breaks  out  from  under 
the  cloud  again,  and  always  makes  farther  advances  in 
his  race.  So,  the  child  of  God  may  be  under  a  cloud  ; 
grace  may  be  under  a  cloud  and  difappear,  as  if  it  was} 
no  grace  at  all :  but  then  it  breaks  out  again  further  ad- 
vanced ;  for,  the  man  grows  in  grace^  and  in  the  know^ 
ledge  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriji  ;  hath  more  experience  of 
the  Lord's  pity  and  favour ;  more  infight  into  the  my-» 
fteries  of  the  gofpel. 

6.  Gofpel  purity  piakes  a  mznjee  and  lament  his  own 
impurky  and  unholinefs :  he  is  araided  with  his  want  of 
purity,  and  with  his  own  vilenefs  and  defilement,  fay- 
ing, with  Job,  Behold^  I  am  vile  ;  and  with  Afaph,  So 

foolijb  was  I  and  ignorant ;  and  with  Abraham,  /  am  duft^ 
and  ajhes  ;  and  with  Agur,  /  am  more  brutijh  than  any 
mdn^  and  have  not  the  underftanding  of  a  man  ;  and  wichi 
Pau-l,  I  am  the  chief  of finners.  The  man  is  humbled  un- 
der a  fenfe  of  his  own  vilenefs,  and  of  the  plagues  of  his 
own  heart.  Tears,  inftead  of  gems  and  pearls,  were  th6 
ornaments  of  David's  bed,  when  he  was  fallen  from  his 
purity. 

7.  This  purity  makes  a  man  to  be  afflifted  even  for 
the  impurity  of  others. :  this  was  the  cafe  with  David  ; 
I  beheld  tranjgrejfurs,  and  was  grieved-  Rivers  of  water 
run  down  mine  eyes^  becaufe  the  wicked  keep  not  thy  law^ 
Pfalmcxix.  136,  158.  It  had  the  fame  effeO:  upon  Jere* 
miah  ;  Oh  that  my  head  were  waters y  and  mine  eyes  afoun^^ 
'tain  of  tears,  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night  for  the  /lain 
of  the  daughter  of  my  people!  Jer»ix»  1%    %4jia  tbe  LoVi 
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faid  unto  bim^  Go  tbrimgh  the  midft  of  the  city,  througi 
the  fnidjl  ofjerufdlem^  ant  fit  a  mark  uton  the  fhre  beads 
of  the  men  thqtftgh  and  cry  for  all  the  abominations  that  hf 
tone  in  the  midfl  thereof  Eiek.  ix.  4.  Why,  the  godly 
man,  in  other  mens  fin^,  feed  the  Mdndfs  of  his  own 
heart :  and  by  mourning  for  the  fins  of  others,  he  coined 
to  be  pure,  even  from  the  fins  of  other  men  ;  whereas 
people  are  guilty  of  other  mens  fins,  while  they  do  not 
ftiourn  for  them,  but  radier  approve  of  them. 

8,  Hiis  purity  is  evidenced  by  a  confcientious  and 
diligent  ufe  of  the  meam  of  purity.  The  Lord  works 
out,  and  carries  on  this  work  of  fanftification ;  makes 
it  go  on  by  the  means  which  he  hath  appointed  us  to 
Cife :  and  when  We  ufe  his  appointed  means,  though  the 
effeft  db  not  prefently  and  difcernably  follow  and  appear  j 
yet  we  may  conclude  that  the  work  is  going  on.  -  Even 
^e&  when  the  children  of  Ifrael  were  compaffinflf  the.  walte 
of  Jericho  feven  days,  and  feven  times  upon  the  fcvcnth 
day ;  fomc  of  them  might  poffibly  be  difpofed  \b  fay, 
Wliat  means  our  compailing  the  walls ;  they  do  not  fall 
by  our  compafling'  them,  or  ufing  this  mean  ?  Howe* 
Ver,  every  compafling  of  the  walls  was  a  bringing  down 
of  the  walls,  though  they  fell  not  till  after  the  feventh 
times  compafling  on  the  feventh  day,  Jofli.  vi.  Even 
fo,  the  diligent  ufe  of  means,  in  the  way  that  the  Lord 
hath  appointed,  is  our  indifpenfible  duty  :  for,  though 
it  is  not  always  evident,  that  the  means  hath  any  fuc- 
eefs,  for  bringing  down  the  walls  and  high  towers  of  fin  } 
yet  every  compzSling  of  the  walls,  at  Uod's  command^ 
IS  a  fign  the  work  is  going  on  j  and  at  laft  the  walli 
ihall  fall  flat  to  the  ground. 
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fi^re  is  a  gener/ftm  that  are  pure  in  th^r  own  eyes  ;  <tnd 
yet  is  not  ^fijbedfrom  their ^Itbinefs. 

XJht  fifdi  Sermon  •n  this  teiit.] 

MANY,  by  a  fair  profcflion,  a  falfe  conviftion,  and 
a  baftard  convfrfion,  feem  half  way  to  heaven, 
"Who  yet  will  lodgje  for  ever  in  hell.  He  who  fits  down  at 
liaif-way,  .and  rellU  rfiere,  wiH  never  come  to  the  end  of 
%z  journey,  but  is  ftill  afar  off.  O  Sirs,  it  is  to  be  fear- 
ed, that  tae  mpft  part  of  you,  that  even  come  fo  near 
to  ChriH,  in  approaching  to  his  houfe  and  ordinances ; 
yet  you  ar^  a3  far  from  him  as  Jight  is  from  darknefs,  or 
yiarKnefs  from  light :  and  we  i:ieed  not  go  far  to  prove 
^e  i:harge  j  for,  if  you  be  not  waflied,  you  are  far  from 
*God  and  Chrift  ;  yea,  you  have  no  part  in  him :  If! 
wajh  thee  not^  thou  haft  no  part  in,  me^  faid  our  bleffed 
*Lord  to  Peter,  If  you  be  not  waflied  from  the  guilt  of  fi^ 
In  juftification,  and  from  {ticjUth  of  fm  in  fanftification, 
you  have  no  part  in  Chrift,  and  fo  are  far  enough  from 
%m :  and  this  is  the  ftate,  not  of  a  few^  but  of  a  multi- 
tude J  T'iere  is  ajsreueration  that  are  pure  $n  their  own  eyes  f 
^gndyet  is  not  wajhedfrom  their  filtiinefs. 

fiaviug  finiflied  die  doftrinal  part  .of  tJie  fubjeO:^  dif^ 
cufled  fo  much  of  the  application,  we  are  now  profecut- 
ing  an  ufe  of  trial ;  but  in  regard  we  have  treated  thp 
negative  part  of  this  ufe  more  largely  than  the  po/itive^ 
wcihall  offer  fome  things  farther  upon  the  laft  of  thcfe  j 
not  with  a  view  fo  much  to  multiply  particular  marks, 
as  for  offering  general  rules,  by  which  you  may  exa- 
mine this  matter.  As  it  hath  already  been  tried  by  the 
root  and  by  the  fruit  of  it ;  it  may  be  further  examined 
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,    by  the  parts  of  it,  by  the  perfeilion  of  it,  by  the  meant ^ 
of  it,  and  by  the  end  of  it* 

2^dlyj  We  proceed  then,  in  the  third  place,  to  try 
this  gofpel  purity  by  the  parts  of  it.  This  purity,  ho- 
linefs,  or  fandification  is  twofold^  either  habitual  or 
adual. 

I.  There  is  habitual  purity^  which  lies  in  the  infufi- 
on  of  all  the  habits  of  grace.  And  this  habitual  holi- 
nefs  may  be  tried  by  thcfe  two  fpecial  parts  of  it,  v/z. 
the  illumination  of  the  mind,  and  the  renovation  of  the 
will. 

(i.)  There  is  here  the  illumination  of  the  mind:  this 
is  a  fpecial  part  of  purity  and  fanftification ;  Te  have 
put  on  the  new  man^  which  is  renewed  in  knowledge^  after 
the  image  of  him  that  created  him^  Col.  iii.  i  o.  The  mere 
•  natural  man,  that  lies  in  his  natural  ftate,  he  neither 
doth  nor  can  perceive  the  things  of  God,  1  Cor.  ii.  14. 
.Here  then  is  purity  to  clear  the  underilanding.  The 
pure  and  fandified  man  is  renewed  in  the  fpirit  rf  bis 
mind.  Vifc  are  \  mafs  of  darknefs  by  nature ;  We  know 
nothing  as  we  ought  to  know.  We  are  blind  as  moles, 
and  can  give  no  fubjeftion  of  underftanding  to  divine 
revelation  ;  nor  give  a  full  affent  to  the  truths  of  Go<^ 
having  no  fubjeftive  perfuafion  thereof :  yea,  we  know 
nothing  as  we  ought  to  know.  Though  we  may  have  a 
form  of  knowledge,  yet,  in  feeing  we  fee  not,  while  wc 
Vant  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  ana  revelation  in  the  knowledge 
of  God.  Sin,  entering  into  the  world,  hath  blindfolded 
,us  all :  the  devil,  having  got  the  viftory  over  us,  doth 
even  throw  glamor  over  our  eyes,  or  beguil  us  with  ja 
falfe  deception ;  and  we  are  become  fools :  folly  is  bound 
up  in  the  heart  of  every  natural  man.  And  however 
fome  may  feem  to  be  exempted  from  this  chara&er, 
fuch  as  thefe  who  are  called  ftatefmen,  and  great  wits, 
and  politicians ;  yet,  while  in  a  natural  ftate,  their  wif- 
dom is  hyit  foolijhnefs  in  God's  fight,  i  Cor.  i.  20.  The 
profound  pnilofopher,  and  high  pretender  to  reafon,  is 
but  a  fool  in  the  fight  of  God :  profejjing  themfelves  to  be 
tvife^  they  became  fools. 
Now,  when  the  Lord  purifies  a  man,  he  takes  this 
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poor  man,  who  is  fo  ignorant  of  God,  even  as  blind 
as  a  mole  in  the  things  of  God,  and  as  dark  as  a  dun- 
geon, 2LTidim2kt%\ivax  light  in  the  Lord:  the  light  of  the 
gofpel  (hines  in  with  evidence  upon  the  man's  foul,  fo 
as  he  is  made  to  give  full  credit  to  the  truths  of  God, 
and  to  the  God  of  truth.  The  high  reafoning  that  was 
in  his  mind,  againft  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  even  his  vaih 
imaginations,  whereby  he  exalted  himfclf  againft  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift,  thefe  are  brought  down  by  the 
weapons  of  the  gofpel  warfare,  the  /word  of  the  Spirit^ 
in  the  hand  of  Chrift,  Thefe  reafonings  that  he  had 
before  are  filenccd :  the  man  fees  a  glory  in  God*s  per- 
fedions,  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  he  faw  not 
before :  he  fees  a  beauty  in  God's  difpenfations,  which 
Ke  faw  not  before :  he  fees  a  majefty  in  God's  ordinan- 
ces, which  he  did  not  fee  before,  and  could  not  perceive: 
he  fees  a  lovelinefs  in  the  precqfjts  of  God ;  nothir^ 
whereof  could  be  perceived  before :  he  fees  a  fweetncfe 
in  the  promifes,  which  he  thought  very  little  of  before: 
he  fees  an  excellency  in  the  faints,  whoin  he  contemned 
before :  he  fees  a  reality  in  what  is  divinely  revealed, 
ixrhich  was  but  fancies  to  him  before:  he  fees  alfo  a  cer- 
tainty in  a  life  to  come,  and  in  a  death  and  a  wrath  to 
come,  which  he  never  gave  full  credit  to  before :  he 
knows  now  there  is  a  God,  whom  before  he  only  thought 
he  knew,  but  was  really  ignorant  of;  he  fees  him  to  be 
a  juft  and  holy  God,  a  good  and  gracious  God,  z,  God  in 
Cbriji  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf. 

Now,  all  fandification  and  purity  enters  in  at  this 
door  of  illumination ;  and  therefore  you  may  try  by 
.this :  for  the  grand  difference  between  the  faiut  and  the 
hypocrite  lies  in  this,  the  one  is  darknefs^  the  other  is 
tight  in  the  Lord.  Let  the  hypocrite  do  what  he  will, 
profefs  what  he  will,  he  is  ftill  but  a  mafs  of  darknefs, 
and  knows  nothing  of  God.  Whereas,  let  the  faint, 
the  believer,  be  at  never  fuch  a  low  ebb,  yet  he  is  a^ 
perfon  whofe  eyes  God  hath  opend:  though  fome^ 
times,  indeed,  he  maybe  afleep,  and  fo  not  a£tua]. 
ly  beholding  the  light ;  yet  this  habitual  change  is 
wrought,  the  eyes  of  his  underftanding  is  enlightened. 

j[2.)  Another  Ipeci^  part  of  this  \v^\l>w\  Y^T>fc^  ^i^sA 
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fffidificaition,  is  the  renovation  of  the  wUlajid  offfQwu^ 
Tbe  natural  man  is  rebellion  againfi  the  will  of  God; 
itt  isrill  by  no  means  will  Hoop  to  the  will  of  God;  an4 
here  \t  the  work  of  lan£Kficatixm  in  the  will,   tixat  it 
jnakies  tt  flexible,  bcaids  and  inclines  it  to  obedtenoe  to 
Credos  will :  He  th^  is  cfGod,  and  purified  by  bim,  if 
Asuureik  Gad't  word ;   and  ye  tberefare  bear  tbem  not^  be- 
t$ufe  jeart  not  of  God,  John  viii.  47.    Man'^  will  is  to- 
laUy  depraved,  and  deiperatcly  wicked :  by  nature  it  is 
iocKned  to  every  thing  that  is  bad,  and  :^verfc  from  o- 
•very  thing  that  is  good :  it  is  the  grcateft  enemy  that 
Godi  hath  out  of  heU,  and  as  gr.eat  an  enemy  as  he  haUi 
in  heD ;  for,  every  man  that  hath  an  unrenewed  wBU,  he 
iiatb  a  iicrrii  in  bis  bread*     The  will,  unrenewed^  is  the 
Tcry  pifture  of  Satan ;  the  man  is  not  fubjcd  to  the  law 
xJTGod,  neither  indeed  can  be :  and  whatever  he  may 
Tprctcad  of  kindncfs  to  God,  and  the  people  of  Gjod,  yet 
lie  hates  God,  and  every  thixig  that  hath  God'&  image  up- 
xn  it*-- —His  affeifitions  are  totally  vitiated,  his  oeOreas 
leing  tx>ward  that  which  is  dkfhpnourable  to  God,  an^ 
Jktrt&d  to  hnnfelf :  his  delights  are  placed  upon  a  thing 
-of  noughts    His  forrows  are  cfpecially  becaufe  he  cao^ 
-not  get  his  will ;  and  his  will  is  neither  for  God's  glory^ 
iior  his  own  good.    His  greateft  grief  is  becaufe  he  can- 
snot  get  his  wicked  will  gratified,  or  his  carnal  affe&ion^ 
;&tisiied. 

But  now,  when  the  Lord  purifies  the  man,  and  ianc« 
tifies  him,  he  takes  away  the  heart  of  Jione.^  and  giveji 
«iic  heart  'cf  fiejh.  This  wicked  will  is  called  the  heart 
<A  ftone,  becaufe  it  is  inflexible,  it  will  neither  bow  ivogr 
bend ;  you  may  fooner  break  the  man  than  bow  him; 
while  his  corrupt  will  remains,  there  is  no  pofliblity  of 
the  man's  inclining  to  that  which  is  fpiritually  good* 
3I0W,  when  the  will  is  changed,  the  faculty  remains^ 
-tnat  the  quality  is  changed ;  the  curfed  quality,  where* 
by  it  was  wholly  inclined  to  evil ;  whereby  it  was  fo  iiu 
-dined  to  wickcdnefs,  that  there  was  no  drawii^  the 
man  off  from  his  own  ways  ;  yet  God  takes  this  away 
in  fandification,  fo  that  now,  the  man  is  inclined  to 
j^ood,  as  before  he  was  inclined  tc  eviL  — The  will  \% 
aiaw  fubjed  to  the  wiE  o£  Go^^  ^^x^i  \c>  xiic  Uw  of  God, 
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and  made  to  fay,  Lord^  tvhat  wilt  thou  have  me  to  d^f 
Let  my  will  be  fubmiffive  to  thine ;  let  it  be  jw  a  wea- 
ther-cock,  to  turn  about  with  every  blaft  of  the  breaiA 
of  thy  mouth ;  with  every  fignification  of  thy  will  in  die 
word.  The  man  h  now  inclined  to  feek  the  Lord,  and 
to  fcrve  him :  yea,  he  hath  a  natural  and  native  incli- 
nation to  that  wnich  is  good;  and  a  native averfion  frpni 
that  which  is  evil,  though  his  will  be  but  in  part  re- 
newed, and  when  he  would  do  good^  evil  is  frefent  wfb 
him :  there  is  Jlejh  lujling  againji  the  Spirit j  yet  he  is 
really  renewed,  fo  as  it  is  the  habitual  frame  and  difpo;- 
fition  of  his  foul,  toferve  the  Lord  in  hoUnefs  and  rigbte^ 

mfnefi  b^ore  him  alt  the  days  rfbis  life. His  c^edims 

are  renewed ;  he  now  is  made  to  defire  God  as  the  chief 

food;  to  delight  in  him  as  the  only  portion;  to  love 
im  as  his  beft  friend ;  to  hate  fin  as  his  greatcft  ene- 
my ;  to  be  forrowful  for  that  more  than  for  any  other 
thing ;  to  be  angry  at  fin  in  himfelf  and  in  others ;  and 
to  be  well-pleafed  and  fatisfied  with  the  revelation  and 
device  of  falvation,  through  grace,  by  the  righteoufnefe 
cf  Chrift,  and  that  Chrifl  Jhould  be  made  of  God  to  him 
wifdom^  righteoufnefsj  fan£iijicaiion^  and  redemption* 

And  thus  you  fee  the  parts  of  habitual  purity :  this  \% 
the  habit  of  grace,  though  it  be  not  always  exercifed 
and  difcemed,  as  it  is  in  acquired  habits  \  e.  g.  A  mu- 
(ician  hath  the  habit  of  mufic,  or  playing  melodioufly, 
though  he  hath  not  always  the  inflirunjient,  or  harp  in 
his  hand :  fo  it  is  in  infufed  habits ;  a  man  hath  the 
habit  of  grace,  habitual  purity,  though  it  be  not  al- 
ways drawn  forth  into  adual  exercife.  And  there- 
fore, 

2.  There  is  adual  purity,  by  which  we  ought  to  try 
Ourfclves.  And  this  adtual  purity  hath  thefe  two  pzYts^'visu 
a*  dying  daily  to  fin,  and  a  living  daily  to  God  and  righ- 
tcoufnefs.  ' 

(i.)  In  aflual  purity  there  is  a  dying  daily  to  Jin;  and 
that  is  called  mortif  cation  :  he  that  is  in  Chri/i  hath  cru^ 
eified  the  Jiejh^  with  the  lujls  andaffedions.  Now,  this 
dying  to  fin,  is  when  one  doth  daily  more  and  more  fell 
cut  of  conceit  with  fin  ;  when  he  is  aduall^  ^L^jVvVm^'i- 
^amll  it,  bating  it,  and  endeavouring  tVve  cxudfeAOYvcS. 


>i*^ 


39*        ^^  Na TURE  and  Excellenct 

it ;  when  his  averfion  from  it  is  more  ftrengthcned,  and 
his  inclination  to  it  is  more  and  more  weakened.  But 
perhaps  one  may  fay,  How  Jhall  I  know  true  mortificatU' 
§n  f  Why,  it  is  univer/alj  oppofing  all  fin ;  and  it  le- 
vels at  the  very  root  thereof  in  original  fin :  0  wretch- 
gd  man  that  I  am  !  who  Jhall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of 
this  death  f  It  levels  even  ztfecret  fins,  as  well  as  open ; 
O  cleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults.  It  ftrikes  at  beloved 
fins ;  it  is  a  cutting  off  the  right-hand^  and  plucking  out 
the  right  eye.  It  is  alfo  evangelical^  flowing  from  a  prin- 
ciple of  love  to  God  in  Chrift ;  and  afted  in  the  virtue, 
and  by  the  faith  of  the  death  and  crucifixion  of  the  Son 
of  God :  and  hence  a  man  is  laid  to  be  crucified  with 
Cbrijiy  GaL  ii.  20. 

(2.)  A  living  daily  to  Gody  and  to  righteoufnefsy  is  a- 
nother  part  of  adlual  purity,  by  which  we  ought  to  try 
our  fandity ;  and  it  is  ufuaJly  termed  vivification.  This 
way  of  living,  is  when  a  man  is  fo  far  alive  to  God;  as 
that  he  is  adually  delighting  in  the  Lord,  and  in  his 
company  more  and  more  ;  defiring  to  have  more  com- 
munion with  God  in  Chrift ;  and  when  the  Lord's  fervicc 
becomes  ftill  more  the  man's  recreation  and  clement ;  and 
when  not  only  the  houfe  of  Saul  is  growing  weaker  and 
weaker,  but  the  houfe  of  David  is  growing  ftronger  and 
ftronger,  by  the  man's  growing  in  grace^  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chriji,  and  liv^ 
ing  by  the  faith  of  the  Son^ofGod.--^  Now,  in  true  vivifi- 
cation, the  man  not  only  hath  life,  but  is  lively;  not 
only  ingrafted  into  the  true  vine,  but  drawing  fap  and 
virtue  from  the  fame ;  not  only  married  to  Chrift,  but 
bringing  forth  fruit  to  him. 

Now,  thefe  are  the  parts  of  purity  and  fanftification, 
by  which  we  fhould  examine  ourfelves :  and,  I  fear,  the 
opening  thereof  may  difcover  the  total  want  of  purity  in 
the  moft,  and  the  partial  want  of  it  in  the  bcft  of  folk  ; 
even  the  great  want  that  believers  themfelves '  labour 
Under,  with  refpeft  to  thefe  things.  But,  however, 
though  believers  themfelves  may  fee  their  great  want 
hereof,  yet  they  may  be  in  cafe  to  draw  a  comfortable, 
oonclufion  therefrom,  and  it  "may  be  this,  namely, 
'  WAat  I  hear  the  iniiv\ft.ex  XdX  xc^c  d  x\vd^  ^^tts  of  fanc- 
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tification.^  I  knojv  I  have  fometime  a  day  undcrftood 
it  to  my  bleffed  experience,  and  therefore  have  good 
ground  to  expeft,  that  I  fliall  know  more  of  it  in  the 
Lord's  time  and  way ;  for,  he  that  hath  begun  the  good 
work,  will  perfed  it ;  and  therefore  I  will  quietly  wait 
his  return.'* 

4thfyj  Let  us  not  only  thus  try  our  purity  by  the  parts, 
but  alfo  by  the  perfedion  of  it.  I  do  not  mean  a  perfec- 
tion of  degrees  J  which  will  not  take  place  till  the  believer 
be  ill  heaven ;  but  the  gofpel  perfection,  which  even 
takes  place  on  earth,  and  by  which  the  believer,  in 
fcripture  language,  is  fometimes  faid  to  be  a  perfed  and 
upright  man.  And  this  perfedion  of  purity,  I  think,  ia 
general,  lies  iri  this.  When  a  man  is  pure  in  God* s  fight* 
This  feems  to  be  efpecially  pointed  at  in  the  text,  as  the 
reverfe  of  that  felf  conceited  purity  therein  held  forth  : 
IT  here  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and 
yet  is  not  wafhedfrom  their  filthinefs.  They  are  pure  in 
their  own  fight,  but  not  pure  in  the  fight  of  God  :  in- 
timating, that  the  gofpel-perfedion  of  purity  lies  in  a 
man's  being  pure  hi  God's  fight.  Of  this  purity  the  a- 
poftle  fpeaks,  Col.  i.  22.  where  Chrift  is  faid  to  prefent 
his  people  holy,  andunblameable^  and  unreproveable  in  his 
Father'' s  fights 

(^EST.  What  is  it  to  be  pure  in  God'^s  Jight,  fo  as  we 
may  examine  this  purity  by  the  gofpel  perfe^icn  of  it  ? 

Answ.  I.  This  gofpel  perfection  is  that  purity  in 
God's  fight,  which  implies  internal  heart  uprightncfsj 
evidencing  itfelf  in  faith  and  love^  which  can  iid  in 
the  fight  and  prefcnce  of  God,  as  being  the  produd  of 
his  bleffed  Spirit. 

I.  call  it  a  heart 'Uprightnefs  or  heart-purity^  becaufe  the 
man  that  is  thus  pure,  is  not  only  pure  outwardly,  in 
the  fight  of  man ;  but  pure  in  heart  and  fpirit,  in  the 
fight  of  God,  who  is  a  Spirit.  Many  pretend  to  ho- 
lincfs;  but,  like  the  Pharifccs,  they  make  clean  only 
the  outfide  of  the  plater  :  but  the  truly  pious  and  holy 
foul  is  mod  careful  to  have  tlie  heart  rir:ht  with  Gcd  ; 
and  folicitous  how  to  be  cleanfed  iromall  f/thi?icfs  of  the 
fpirit  J  as  well  as  x\\c  Jlcjh.  He  indeed  finds  n:uch  hcarf 
impurity  ;  but  the  foul  of  him  is  griexcd  vi  \x,  '^vv-Ci).  \\*s^ 
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moft  ardently  dcfires  to  be  cleanfcd ;  ff^ajh  me,  and  I 
Jball  be  clean;  creat  in  me  a  clean  heart.  He  is  excrcifed 
about  the  heart,  crying  to  Heaven  for  more  and  more 
purity,  and  daily  flying  to  the  fountain  opened  for  fin 
and  uncleannefs.  They  are  much  in  fecret  crying  for  pu- 
rity :  and  even  when  they  win  not  to  a  fecret  chamber ; 
yea,  perhaps,  when  they  arc  in  the  midft  of  company,' 
they  will,  now  and  then,  be  darting  up  fomc  ftolen  look 
to  Heaven,  and  their  hearts  praying,  "  O  for  holinefe ! 
**  O  for  conformity  to  th^  Lord !  O  to  have  heart  cnc- 
•^  mies  deftroyed,  and  ftrong  corruptions  broken  !** 

Again,  I  faid  this  purity  in  God's  fxgh,  evidenccth  it* 
felf  \n  faith  ;  it  afts  in  a  way  of  believing,  trufting  to 
the  faithfulnefs  of  God  in  the  promifc,  and  the  power 
of  God  to  accomplifli  the  fame ;  looking  for  help  no  o- 
ther  way  but  in  and  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;  re- 
ceiving the  word  of  faith,  and  putting  to  the  feal that  God 
is  true  ;  cafting  the  burden  of  the  foul  upon  the  Lord  by 
faith  :  alfo,  the. man  believes  as  in  the  fight  of  God.  It 
is  not  enough  to  be  called  and  accounted  a  believer,  and 
to  reckon  yourfclf  fuch ;  but  to  be  a  believer  in  the  fight 
of  God,  is  the  main  bufinefs :  when  the  perfon,  thro' 
faith,  fees  an  excellency  in  Chrift,  fo  as  to  count  all  things 
but  lofs  and  dung  for  him  :  and  when  the  poor  foul  can 
fay,  Jis  in  the  fight  of  God,  "  Lord,  thou  knoweft  I 
*'  have  no  other  refuge  to  run  to  by  thyfelf ;  and  though 
*'  thou  j}oouldcJl  kill  me^  yet  will  I  trnji  in  thec^  for  all  the 
*'  good  things  in  the  covenant,  which  is  all  my  falvatt^ 
*^  on^  and  all  my  deftre  :  here  will  1  reft,  and  here  will 
"  Iftaymyfelf/' 

Again,  This  purity  in  the  fight  of  God  evidenceth  it- 
felf  in  lo-vc ;  and  this  is  love  in  the  fight  of  God,  when  a 
man  can  fay  before  God,  The  deftre  of  my  foul  is  to  thy 
najjie,  even  to  the  name  of  Chrift,  The  man  loves  fo, 
as  that  the  name  of  Chrift  is  to  him  as  ointment  poured 
forth  :  he  loves  fo,  as  to  long  for  more  fellowfliip 
with  God  in  Chrift :  he  loves  fo,  as  wherever  he  fees 
the  image  of  God,  he  loves  it :  they  love  his  image 
that  ihines  in*  his  precept,  in  his  promife,  in  his  peo- 
ple. They  love  the  Lord  fo  as  to  hold  him,  and  they 
do  not  let  him  go  •,  aud  to  iAJi<:v\  ^.  dc^rce^  as  to  break 
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their  heart  when  be  goes  away,  faying,  O !  tcii  thou- 
iand  worlds  cannot  fill  his  room  !  — Many  are  the  pre- 
tentions of  love :  O  1  whom  fhould  we  love  but  fweet 
Chriftf  will  fome  fay.  But  all  is  mere  flattery  ;  they 
care  not  whether  he  be  abfent  or  prefent.  They 
pretend  love  to  him ;  but  they  take  other  things  ii^ 
his  room.  They  will  fay,  He  bideth  his  face;  but 
^th  all  they  can  fay  aUb,  with  the  whore  in  the  Pro- 
verbs, The  hujband  is  away^  come  let  us  take  our  fill 
of  loves.  They  can  take  pleafure  in  idols :  they  can 
take  pleafure  in  others  things,  in  the  want  of  Chrift, 
They  are  not  like  the  blefled'  pfalmift,  who  faid,  /  r^- 
member ed  God,  and  was  troubled ;  I  refufed  to  be  comfort-  • 
ed.  Nay,  but  true  .love,  in  the  fight  of  God,  will  make 
a  itian  take  no  comfort,  or  fatisfadion,  in  any  thing, 
while  the  beloved  is  gone.  And  again,  it  makes  a  man 
have  common  friends  and  foes  with  him ;  and  it  makes 
bis  caufe  their  caufe :  yea,  it  makes  them  more  trou- 
bled at  any  diflionour  done  to  him,  than  any  affront  of- 
fered to  themfelves.  If  they  fee  Chrift  honoured,  their 
heart  rejoices  ;  and  if  otherwife,  their  hearts  are  fore  af- 
Aided. 

Further,  I  faid  on  this  head,  that  this  purity  afts  in 
ihc  fight  and  prefence  of  God :  the  man  fets  God  before 
him,  acknowledging  him  in  all  his  ways  ;  defiring  to  do 
nothing  without  his  counfel,  and  to  do  every  thing  by 
the  dire&ion  and  conduQ:  of  his  bleffed  Spirit. 

Finally,  I  affirmed,  upon  this  head,  that  this  purity  afts 
in  the  fight  and  prefence  of  God,  as  being  the  produ6l 
of  his  holy  Spirit.  This  is  true  purity  in  God's  fight  that 
is  the  produdion  of  his  holy  Spirit,  in  his  gracious  faving 
influences.  Nothing  paffes  current  in  heaven,  but  what  is 
coined  there,  and  comes  out  of  it.  The  thing  that  you  do 
yourfelfj  man,  woman,  it  wants  the  king's  ftampt  upon  it : 
Whofe  fuperfcription  hath  it  ?  It  is  but  the  produft  of  your 
^wn  heart.  But  that  only  which  is  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  is  good  and  pure  in  his  fight.  If  you  bring  falfc 
coin  to  a  king,  that  you  have  coined  yourfelf,  or  if  it  be 
difcovered  that  you  have  done  it,  you  put  yourfelf  in 
hazard  of  death  thereby  :  even  fo,  your  duties  that  have 
not  the  ri^ht  /lamp,  and  wherein  you  WncxioiVxtv\\v- 
D  d  d  2  ^M^tL^^^ 
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flucnccd  by  the  Spirit  and  grace  of  God,  yiftead  pf  faving 
you,  they  put  you  in  hazard  of  death  and  damnation. 
2.  This  purity  in  God's  fight,  which  is  its  gofpel 
perfe£lion,  imphcs  a  man's  having  all  the  memhers  of 
the  new  creature.  The  child  new-born,  if  it  hath  all 
its  members,  it  is  a  perfeft  child,  though  it  is  far  from 
being  perfeft  in  all  refpcfts ;  it  is  far  from  having  per- 
feft  wit,  perfefl:  ftrength,  pcrfcd:  knowledge,  perfeQ: 
prudence,  &c.i  but  it  is  perfeft,  in  refpcft  that  it  hath 
all  the  needful  parts  of  body.  So  this  golpel-per- 
feftion  of  purity,  is,  when  a  man  hath  all  the  habits  of 
grace ;  and  when  faith,  love,  hope,  humility,  zeal, 
and  all  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  are  planted  in  the  foul : 
when  all  thefe  members,  which  make  up  the  new  man, 
are  perfedt,  then  is  a  man  pure  in  the  fight  of  God. 
A  man  may  have  a  great  deal  of  fair  outward  fhew  be- 
'  fore  the  world,  and  yet  have  not  one  of  thefe  members 
of  the  new  creature  at  all ;  not  one  fruit  of  the  Sphit 
planted  in  the  foul ;  not  one  habit  of  grace :  he  a£ts 
from  a  natural  confcience,  and  from  a  common  convic- 
tion of  fin  and  duty ;  and  though  it  be  by  common 
grac;  that  he  is  enabled  to  do  any  thing,  yet  the  fl:rength 
of  nature  is  fti!l  more  than  any  ftrength  of  grace  receiv- 
ed, and  fo  it  turns  all  to  itfelf.  As  when  you  caft  clean 
water  into  a  puddle,  it  becomes  all  puddle :  fo  here,  all 
is  turned  to  felf ;  and  the  man  afts  from  felf  as  his  prin- 
ciple, and  for.  felf  as  his  end.  The  believer  is  perfeft  in 
this  refped,  as  to  the  perfeftion  of  parts,  in  oppofition 
to  the  unbeliever.  And  fome  believers,  in  this  refpeft, 
are  more  perfeft  than  others,  even  as  to  the  perfeftion 
of  parts  :  for,  though  all  believers  have  the  habit  of  all 
graces,  yet  it  maybe  fuch,  as  they  have  not  the  exer- 
cift  of  fonie  graces ;  like  children  that^are  born  with  their 
haiKis  and  legs  indeed,  but  they  are  lame  from  the  womb, 
have  not  the  exercife  of  them  ;  and  they  continue  fo 
Itill.  This  impcrfeftion  even  fome  believers  may  labour 
under.  Kere  is  one  that  hath  ftrong  faith,  lively  hope, 
fer>.?nt  zeal,  and  fome  good  works  that  difcovers  it: 
bir-  it  iiu;.  be  they  are  dcfeftive  in  point  of  humility, 
n-irck'-.^fv  'b'  .'icty,  brotherly  kindnefs,  and  the  hke. 
Ihtre  16  uiiOt.icr,  perhaps  a  gracious  perfon,  that  hath 

much 
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much  love,  m^knefs,  fweetnefs  of  temper,  brotherly 
kindnefs ;  but  extremely  defedive  in  zeal  for  the  de- 
clarative glory  of  God,  fo  as  he  doth  not  valiantly  cotir' 
tend  for  the  faith  once  dilivered  to  the  faints.  But,  when 
one  nath  all  thefe  habits,  and  together  with  the  habit, 
the  exercife  of  them  all,  thtn  that  perfcn  may  be  faid  to 
have  an  evangelical  pcrfeftion,  and  to  be  pure  in  God's 
fight. — Let  this  be  another  rule  and  help  to  try  your- 
ifelves  by. 

3.  This  gofpel  pcrfeftion  implies  a  perfon's  having  all 
Ihc  fpiritual  fenfes  of  the  new  creature,  and  the  lively 
exercife  of  them  j  Strong  meat  belongeth  to  them  that  are 
of  full  age  J  even  thofe  who,  by  reafon  of  ufe,  have  their 
'fenfes  exercifed  to  difcern  both  good  and  evil,  Heb.  v.  14. 
You  may  go  to  fome  places,  and  you  will  fee  very  live- 
ly pictures,  and  as  comely  to  behold  as  ever  man  or  wo- 
man, with  an  excellent  ruddinefs  in-  their  face  ;  and,  at 
a  diftance,  you  would  think  they  have  life :  Well,  but 
they  have  no  fenfes ;  and  far  lefs  have  they  any  exercife 
of  fenfes  :  They  have  eyes,  but  fee  not ;  ears,  but  here  not; 
nofes,  butfmellnot :  they  have  no  fenfe,  no  feeling.  Here 
is  a  fad  blemifti  and  defeft.  Thus  many  idol  Chriftians 
there  are,  that  are  merely  painted  images,  and  exaftly 
drawn.  Look  to  them,  and  compare  them  with  fome 
real  Chriftians,  you  would  think  them  far  fuperior  to, 
and  beyond  them.  O  !  there  is  no  comparifon  between 
that  poor  filly  creature,  and  this  man,  who  is  fo  much 
extolled  for  his  wit,  reading,  gravity,  fobriety,  and  the 
like.  Yet  the  omnifcient  eye  of  Jehovah  may  fee  his 
blemifhes  and  defefts,  and  want  of  fpiritual  fenfes, 
which  he  only  hath  the  appearance  of  before  men  ;  but 
the  other  hath  in  reality  before  God  :  yet  this  man, 
who  is  pure  in  the  fight  of^dBod,  may  feem  to  be  no- 
thing in  comparifon  of  the  other,  that  cafts  fuch  a  dafli, 
and  cuts  fuch  a  figure.  If  one  who  hath  many  blemifli- 
es  and  defefts  in  his  body,  ftand  befide  a  lively  well 
done  pifture,  what  a  bafe  creature  doth  he  appear  be- 
fide that  lively  well  proportioned  image  !  yet  notwith- 
ftanding  he  hath  tliat  pcrfedion  of  life  and  fenfe,  which 
the  image  wants  :  fo,  here  is  one  that  you  would  think 
he  hath  faith,  love,  knowledge,  and  all  the  members 

of 
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of  the  new  creature ;  but,  alas  1  the  great  matter  U,  the 
vrant  of  fpiritual  life  and  fcnfes. 

(i.)  They  have  not  their  y^a«f ;  they  have  no  true 
faith,  or  fpiritual  difceming :  T/jey  have  eyes  j  but  fee  not: 
Aey  have  eyes  ;  that  is,  they  have  an  image  of  faith, 
a  form  of  knowledge  ;  butt  infeeingy  they  fee  not ;  for 
they  want  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  juid  revelation  in  the 
knowledge  of  God. 

(2.)  They  want  their  hearing;  they  are  deaf  to  the 
things  of  God :  'They  have  ears^  but  here  not :  they  have 
ears  ;  that  is,  they  have  an  uptaking  of  words ;  butj 
in  hearing,  they  hear  not.  If  you  fay  to  them.  Did  you 
kear  ?  Yea,  fays  the  man,  I  am  not  deaf.  Well,  did 
you  underftand  ?  Yea,  perhaps  better  than  yourfelf, 
fay  they.  Yet  after  all,  they  do  not  hear  the  voice  of 
God  in  the  law,  fo  as  to  awaken  their  confcience ;  nor 
the  voice  of  God  in  the  gofpel,  fo  as  to  quicken  their 
fouls:  they  hear  not  his  voice  in  the  rod,  fo  asttQ 
humble  them ;  nor  in  his  mercies,  fo  as  to  melt  them, 
arid  engage  them  to  himfelf. 

(3.)  They  want  their  feeling  ;  they  feel  not  their  fms 
that  are  finking  them  down  to  the  pit.  Though,,  per- 
haps, they  are  called  men  of  fenfe ;  yet  they  have  no 
fenfe  this  way :  they  feel  neither  the  fin  of  their  nature, 
nor  the  plagues  of  their  heart :  they  have  no  feeling 
cither  of  the  guilt  of  fin,  or  the  power  of  fin.  They 
do  not  feel  fin  in  the  fad  of  it,  the  fauk  of  it,  the  filth 
of  it,  the  folly  of  it,  the  fountian  of  it,  the  fruits  of  it. 
(4.)  They  w2Xit  fmelUng  ;  they  find  no  fweet-fmelling 
favour  in  divine  things  :  They  have  nofesj  but  fmell  not. 
They  are  all  nofe  as  to  other  things ;  they  fmell  what  is 
mod  for  their  profit,  credit,  and  honour  :  but  they  ne- 
ver find  the  ill  fmell  that  ifti  upon  error  and  fin.  They 
can  ftay  in  the  places  where  God's  name  is  profaned, 
his  truths  wounded,  and  his  people  mocked,  and  not 
be  affefted  with  the  ill  fmell  thereof.  And,  on  the  o- 
ther  hand,  they  can  hear  Chrift  tendered,  grace  pro- 
claimed, and  tne  gofpel  promulgated,  and  yet  never  be 
ravifhed  with  the  fweet  favour  thereof. 

C5.)  They  want  their  tafting :  they  tafte  not  the  W/- 
fcrnefs  offtny  on  the  oxv£  Wid^  lo  ^  V*^  fe.^  Vi  lo  be  an 
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€vil  and  bitter  thing  ;  nor  the  fweetnefs  of  the  word  of 
grace  J  on  the  other  hand,  fo  as  to  prize  it  more  than  their 
ueceffary  food. 

Now,  if  we  try  our  purity  by  this  rule,  it  will  diflfer- 
cncc  fome  believers  from  other  believers,  suad  all  be- 
lievers from  unbelievers. 

It  will,  in  the  firft  place,  differenceyjwi^  believers  from 
9tber  believers:   yea,   the  moft  of  believers  may  find 
themfelves  defeftive,  with  refpeft  to  this  piece  of  gofpel 
perfedign,  in  purity  and  holinefs.     Here  is  a  believer, 
I^all  fttppofe,  that  hath  got  his  eyes  open ;  but,  alas  1 
he  hath  not  a  good  difcerning ;  he  wants  a  quick  un« 
derftanding,   fo  as  to  difcem  either  between  precious 
and  vile,  or  between  good  and  evil,  truth  and  error  j. 
yea,  he  is  readier  to  chpofe  that  which  is  wrong  than 
tibat  which  is  right :  his  fenfes  are  vitiated ;  he  hath  not, 
fo.to  fpeak,  the  tafte  of  his  mouth.     Like  a  pcrfon  un- 
der.fome  difeafe,  or  indifpofition,  that  calls  every  bit  of 
meat  that  he  makes  ufe  of  bitter ;  and  every  thing  he 
cats  taftelefs :  even  fo,  fome  that  are  believers  may  |>e 
fo  indifpofed,  and  have  their  fenfes  vitiated,  that  in  the 
beft  of  preaching,  they  find  no  good ;  in.  the  foundcft 
of  fermons,  they  find  no  fweetnefs ;    in  the  moft  plea- 
fant  gofpel  truths,  they  find  no  relifli,   efpecially  in  a 
day  of  controverfy  about  truth.    The  difcerning  of  fome 
believers  is  fo  fmall,  that  they  know  not  truth  from  er- 
ror ;  but  halt  between  two  opinions,  and  may  be,  fuf- 
ped,  every  word  that  is  faid,    and  walk  in  darkncfs  ; 
and,    perhaps,    fide  with  error  rather   than  with  the 
truth.    But  then  it  is,  that  gofpel  perfedion  takes  place, 
when  all  the  fpiritual  fenfes  are  prefent,  and  in  a  lively 
vivid  exercife.     Many,  even  believers,  have  their  fenfes 
vitiated,  by  reafon  of  fpiritual  indifpofition,  and  want 
.  of  fpiritual  health,  which  weakens  every  fenfe,  and  c- 
very  member  and  limb  of  the  new  creature.     Some  be- 
lievers, at  fome  times,   labour  under  a  difeafe  of  the 
confcience,  a  difeafe  of  the  underftanding,  a  difeafe  oi 
the  judgment,  even  about  neceffary  truth ;  lamenefs  in 
hands,  and  feet,  and  tongue,  fo  as  they  are  out  of  ca- 
pacity to  fpeak  for  God,  work  for  God,  and  walk  after 
Cod;  and  this  lamenels  and  indifpofc.t\oiv.\^  lo\:cvt.vvKvfc^ 
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obferveable  by  men ;  fo  Paul  faw  Peter  r  alking  with  a 
crooked  foot,  when  he  fymbolized  with  the  Jews  and 
difembled,  in  fo  much  that  Barnabas  was  carried  away 
with  their  dijjtmulation ;  whereupon  he  reproved  him^ 
and  withjiood  him  to  the  face  ^  becaufe  he  faw  that  he  walk*, 
ed  not  uprightly^  Gal.  ii.  ii,— 14,  But  whether  it  be 
difcernable  to  men  or  not,  yet  God  fees  and  obferves 
all  the  failures,  in  point  of  gofpcl  perfedion,  in  holinefs 
and  purity. 

•  But,  in  the  next  place,  it  will,  notwithftanding,  dif- 
ference all  believers  from  unbelievers;  for,  thdtigh  be- 
lievers have  their  blemilhes,  by  fin,  yet  they  arc  not 
under  the  power  of  fin,  as  unbelievers  are :  and  though 
they  have  their  fenfes  many  times  vitiated,  yet  they  arc 
not  altogether  deftitute  of  fpiritual  fenfes,  as  unbeliev- 
ers are.  The  gracelefs  man  may  have  his  natural  fenf- 
es, his  rational  fenfes,  and  common  fenfes ;  but  no 
gracious  fpiritual  fenfes. — The  man  hears^  but  he  is  a 
fenfelcfs  hearer.  It  may  be,  indeed,  when  the  Lord  is 
much  with  the  fpeaker,  at  certain  times,  the  word  mliy 
have  fuch  expreffions,  that  the  natural  conference  may 
be  roufed,  and  the  natural  afFeftions  raifed:  but  to  have 
fpiritual  fenfes,  and  fpiritual  graces  exercifed,  that  he 
cannot  have,  being  deltitute  of  them ;  and  fo,  at  beft, 
is  but  the  fenfelefs  hearer.  Spiritual  fleep,  and  deep 
fecurrty  prevails  mightily ;  fo  that,  like  a  man  in  a 
found  fleep,  he  may  be  jogged  up  a  little,  and  fo  open 
his  eyes,  as  it  were,  a  little  ;  yet  he  is  incapable  of  dif- 
cerning  duty,  for  he  falls  over  again. — The  man  prays; 
but  his  prayers  are  fenfelefs  prayers  :  he  is  fenfelefs  as 
to  every  fpiritual  exercife. — The  msxifings  in  the  fami- 
ly, or  with  the  congregation,  by  rafifing  the  voice  ;  but 
he  hath  not  fenfe  to  make  melody  with  his  heart  to  the 
Lord. — Try  your  gofpel  purity  and  perfeftion  by  thefc 
things. 

4.  This  gofpel  perfedion  imports  a  confiant  advance- 
ment from  the  perfeftion  of  parts  to  the  perfeftion  of 
degrees  ;  a  prelfing  towards  the  mark,  for  the  prize  of 
the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chriji  Jefus  ;  a  longing  for  a 
jftate  oi  perfeftion,  without  being  fatisficd  till  we  arrive 
^t  the  height  of  it;,  hat  U5  ^0  gn  to  ^erfeSiQu^  Ikb.  vi.  i. 
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The  believer,  the  pure  and  holy  man,  he  aims  at  per- 
feft  light,  perfeft  knowledge  of  God,  perfedt  delight  in 
him ;  and  perfeft  love  to  men ;  this  is  what  his  foul  afpires 
after :  and  the  Lord  reckons  this  man  according  to  what 
he  would  be  at,  rather  than  ^hat  he  is.  He  would  be 
at  perfcftion  ;  and  God  reckons  him  according  to  what 
he  fo  ardently  defires  after.  Legal  perfeftioh  he  hath 
not,  in  himfelf,  but  in  his  head,  Chrift,  who  is  the  Lord 
our  righteoufnefs  :  but  this  gofpel  perfefton  he  hath  from 
his  glorious  Head,  according  to  the  meafure  of  the  com- 
munication of  the  Spirit,  making  him  afpire  after  per- 
feft  fandification.  For,  as  his  juftification  is  perfeft  al- 
ready ;  fo  (hall  his  fandification  be  perfeded  in  glory, 
where  all  impurity  and  imperfedion  {hall  be  done  av/ay^ 
?md  where  the  image  of  Chrift  fliall  be  vifible  in  every 
feint :  for,  they  Jhall  be  like  him,  becaufe  they  /halt  fee  him 
as  he  is.  Now,  towards  this  gofpel  perfedion  do  all  be-  * 
licyers  natively  incline ;  whereas,  unbelievers  have  no 
fufch  high  aim. — By  thefe  things  you  may  try  gofpel  pu- 
rity as  to  the  perfedion  of  it. 

•  S^^h^  '^'^^  gofpel  purity  may  be  tried  alfo  by  the 
means  of  it.  Befides  what  I  faid  concerning  the  root  of 
purity,  examine  your  purity  llkewife  by  the  means 
whereby  the  Lord  brings  it  about,  and  in  what  method. 
I  ftiall  here  but  name  thefe  two  or  three  things,  that 
may  be  grounds  for  your  trial  and  examination.  The 
Lord  brings  about  this  gofpel  purity,  by  thefe  and  the 
like  means. 

I.  By  difcovering  the  man's  impurity  to  him.  Whoe- 
ver are  made  pure  in  the  eye  of  God,  are  firft  made  im- 
pure in  their  own  eyes.  The  text  fuppofes,  that  thofe 
who  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes,  are  impure  in  the  fight 
of  God  :  and  it  fays,  that  when  God  walhes  them  from 
their  filthinefs,  they  are  not  pure  in  their  own  eyes.  A 
clear  convidion  of  impurity,  of  fin,  and  uncleannefs,  is 
both  a  piece  of  purity,  and  alfo  a  mean  thereof.  It  is 
a  part  of  holinefs  to  have  eyes  to  fee  our  own  vilen'bfs 
and  wickednefs  ;  and  the  fight  thereof  is  a  mean  of  mak- 
ing the  creature  reftlefs  and  uneafy  till  he  be  walhcd. 
The  Lord,  when  he  hath  a  mind  to  purify  a  perfou^  let^ 
him  fee  what  a  dcyil  he  is  ;  and  wla^'t  ^\\0X  oi  -^vOf.^^- 
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nefs,  and  what  a  black  hoord  of  abomination  is  within. 

And, 

2.  He  doth  it,  by  difcovcring  his  grace  and  mercj  to 
him. — The  Lord  purifies  and  fanftifies  by  the  revelati- 
on of  his  grace  s^nd  truth  ;  and,  indeed,  grace  and  frutb 
comes  by  Jefus  Chriji:  as  a  Prieft,  he  purchafes  this 
grace ;  as  a  Prophet,  he  reveals  it ;  and  as  a  King,  he 
applies  it.  And  this  revelation  of  grace  brings  fan£tifica- 
tion  ;  *Tb€  grace  of  God,  that  bringeth  fahation^  hath  ap- 
peared to  all  men,  teaching  us,  that  denying  ungodlinefs  and 
worldly  lu/ls,  we  JhouldTive  foberly^  rightewfly,  and  godly 
in  this  prefent  worlds  Tit.  i.  i  i ,  12.  Sanftify  them  thro^ 
thy  truth,  thy  word  is  truth,  John  xvii.  17.  In  this  re- 
velation of  the  grace  of  God  in  Ghrift,  the  fountain  6- 
pened  is  feen  ;  even  the  fountain  opened  for  Jin  and  un^ 
cleannefs^  Zech.  xiii.  i. — The  merciful  government  of 
God  in  Chrift  is  difcovered :  The  foul  looks  on  this 
King  of  Ifrael  as  a  merciful  King,  ^nd  Benhadad^s  fer* 
vants  /aid  unto  him,  Behold,  now,  we  have  heard  that  the 
kings  of  Ifrael  are  merciful  kings  ;  let  us,  I  pray  thee,  put 
fackcloth  upon  our  loins,  and  ropes  upon  our  heads,  and  go 
out  to  the  king  of  Ifrael,  peradventure  he  will  fave  thy  life, 
I  Kings  XX.  3 1 .  The  foul  now  counts  thefe  fubjeds 
happy  that  (land  before  fuch  a  King  ;  Happy  are  thy  men„ 
happy  are  thefe  thy  fervants,  which /land  continually  before 
thee,  and  that  hear  thy  wifdom,  i  Kings  x.  8.  Now  the 
foul  laments  its  bondage  to  other  lords,  Ifa.  xxvi.  13. 
and  ardently  defires  to  be  the  fubjefts  of  this  gracious 
and  glorious  KLing.  And  fo  thus  the  Lord  brings  to  this 
fanttity. 

3.  He  purifies  by  reconciling  the  heart  unto  God,  from 
the  fenfe  of  God*s  being  reconciled  to  us.  The  faith  of 
God's  love  and  goodnefs  makes  the  foul  fubmit,  in  a 
loving  way,  and  lay  down  the  weapons  of  defiance.  K% 
a  traitor,  having  found  the  gracious  favour  of  his  prince, 
in  pardoning  his  treafon  ;  his  naughty  heart,  that  before 
was  full  of  treachery,  is  overcome  with  this  undeferved 
favour  ?  and  his  hatred  is  turned  into  love  :  fo  it  is  here  ; 
when  the  finner,  the  traitor,  comes  to  perceive  the  love 
of  God,  in  pardoning  fuch  a  traitor  and  rebel  as  he,  his 

wicked,  heart  is  overcoiuc  m\iv  \^^'ax Vwx^^ds*^  nXxr.  feith 
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of  the  love  of  God  venting  itfelf  in  the  death  of  Chrift  ; 
and  fo  the  faith  of  the  blood  of  atonement  purifies  the 
heart,  and  frees  it  from  the  natural  enmity. 

4.  He  purifies  by  conimyxdlfupplies  of  grace  ^  and  ftrength- 
ening  the  foul  to  wage  war  agjunft  fin,  and  ftrenthcning 
it  a^ainft  corruption.  There  are  feveral  ways  whereby 
he  ftrengthens  the  foul.  I  prefuppofe,  that,  by  this  time, 
the  man  is  in  Chrift,  and  being  in  Chrift,  ftrength  and 
virtue  comes  from  the  glorious  Head ;  and  that  by  thefe 
smd  the  like  means. — Sometimes  he  ftrengthens  by  mak- 
ing the  foul  look  again  and  again  to  Chrift,  as  having  all 
fulnefs  of  grace,  and  a  fulnefs  to  be  communicated ;  and 
as  being  exalted  of  God  for  this  end,  to  communicate 
gifts,  and  graces,  and  the  Spirit  of  grace,  Afts  v.  31.— 
Sometimes  he  ftrengthens  the  foul,  by  helping  it  to  plead 
tbepromtfe  of  fandlificatiqn.  The  believer  fees,  that  as  he 
is  ready  to  diftribute  of  his  fulnefs,  fo  he  is  faithful  to 
accom^ifti  his  promife  ;  and  the  prcfmifes  of  fanftificati- 
on  are  manifold.  At  thefe  breafts  the  man  fucks  by  faith : 
and  as  the  child  is  ftrengthened  and  nourifticd  by  fuck- 
ing the  breaft  ;  fo  the  believer,  by  the  prayer  of  faith, 
fucks  from  the  promife  of  grace,  e.  g.  the  promife  of  the 
hovd  pardoning  iniquity^  tranfgrejfton^  and  Jin;  and  fo  de- 
rives ftrength. — Sometimes  he  ftrengthens  by  giving  the 
foul  iQVCktJoj  and  comfort^  and  fo  encouraging  it  for  giving 
battle  to  tne  enemies :  Believing^  werejoid^ ;  and  rejoicing, 
we  are  ftrong  :  for,  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  our  Jirength. 
iThe  more  heavinefs,  the  more  weaknefs ;  but  the  more 
|oy,  the  more  ftrength,  fo  the  more  purity. — Sometimes 

e  ftrengthens  by  giving  the  Spirit  of  prayer^  and  help- 
ing to  wreftle  with  him  for  the  blefling  ;  /  will  not  let 
thee  go  till  thou  blefs  me^  faid  the  patriarch  Jacob.  Thus 
the  Spirit  helps  our  infirmities,  and  maketh  intercejjion  for 
jtSj  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered.  The  pfalmift 
experienced  both  the  energy  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  e£Fect 
thereof:  In  the  day  that  I  cried,  thou  anjweredjl  me  ;  and 
flrengthenedft  me  with  ftrength  in  my  fouU  Pfal.  cxxxviii. 
3. — Sometimes  he  ftrengthens,  by  fhewing  his  name  and 
office ;  by  fhewing  that  his  name  is  Jesus,  becaufe  he 
faves  his  people  from  their  (ins  ;  and  that  it  is  his  oftice, 
his  work,  his  bulinefs,  to  fave  by  his  gx^cc,  ^iv^  S.^t\SL\- 
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fy  by  his  Spirit,  and  purify  by  his  blood. — In  a  word. 
Sometimes  he  ftrengthens,  and  fo  carries  on  the  begun 
work  of  purity  and  fanftification,  by  rejioring  the  foul^ 
and  granting  manifold  recoveries  after  falls ;  by  bring- 
ing the  man  out  of  this  and  the  other  horrible  pit,  into 
which  he  hath  fallen  by  his  iniquity  :  for,  this  work  of 
purity  is  carried  on  through  many  viciflitudes  and  chang- 
es 'y  through  many  crofs  winds,  and  many  a  fevcre  bat- 
tle, and  fad  viftory  obtained  by  enemies ;  through  ma- 
ny fears  and  faintings.     Sometimes  the  man  falls  down, 
and  then  he  gets  up  again ;  fometimes  he  is  plunged,  as 
it  were,  into  the  bottom  of  hell,  in  refpeft  of  the  power 
of  fin,  and  the  blacknefs  of  the  pollution,  in  which  he 
fees  himfelf  fo  mired  as  that  he  cannot  get  out ;  and  at 
other  times  he  is  lifted  up  to  the  mountain  top,  and  his 
feet  fet  upon  the  high  places  of  Jacob ,    Sometimes  he  is 
ready  to  give  clean  over  ;  at  length  hope  doth  revive  a- 
gain :  for  the  Lord  encourages  the  man  to  hope,  by 
fpeaking  into  the  heart,  or  rounding  into  the  foul  fuch 
a  word  as  that ;  T here  is  hope  in  Ifrael  for  all  this :  or 
fuch  a  word  as  that,  Fear  not ;  for   the  Lord  will  not 
for  lake  his   people^  for  his  great  name^i  fa^^j    becaufe  it 
hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  make  them  his  people ^   i  Sam.  xii. 
ao,  22. — By  thefe,  and  the  like  means,  the  Lord  encou- 
rages the  foul  to  return,  after  his  lowed  falls  ;  and  rai- 
fcs  him  up,  as  Peter  was  raifed  from  his  fhameful  down- 
fal.     The  Lord  looks  towards  the  man  with  a  tender, 
merciful,  and  compaffionate  eye ;  ^nd  then  he  is  ftrength- 
cned  to  lament  his  fin,  to  weep  bitterly,  to  look  up  to 
the  Lord  for  grace  and  forgivenefs. 

Now,  by  thefe,  and  the  like  means,  doth  the  Lord 
purify  the  foul,  and  carry  on  the  work  :  and  fo  here  is 
another  large  field,  wherein  you  may  roam,  to  try  and 
examine,  whether  you  know  thefe  things  to  your  ex-* 
perience,  or  not ;  whether  the  Lord  be  working  them, 
in  a  faving  manner,  in  your  foul ;  if  he  hath  purified, 
and  is  purifying  you,  by  difcovering  your  impurity,  Wz. 
by  the  revelation  of  his  grace,  by  killing  your  enmity 
with  his  love,  and  by  ft:rengthening  your  foul,  in  the 
manner  I  have  Ihown. 
6l.bly^  Let  us  now  examm^  \iv\^  ^o%l  purity  by  the 
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^nd  of  it.  As  we  have  already  tried  this  point  by  the  . 
root,  the  fruit,  the  parts,  the  perfeftion,  and  the  means 
of  it ;  we  may  now  examine  this  gofpel  purity  by  the 
gofpel  end  of  it.  I  fhall  not  enlarge  upon  this  here,  but 
rather  refer  it  to  be  more  fully  fpoken  to  in  a  moti've  up- 
on the  ufe  of  exhortation.  Only,  in  fo  many  words,  the 
true  end  of  gofpel  purity  and  fandification,  is  not  to 
pacify  confcience,  nor  to  fatisfy  juftifce,  nor  to  purchafe 
heaven,  nor  to  work  out  a  righteoufnefs  for  our  juftifi- 
cation  :  all  thefc  ends  are  legal ;  and  the  ptopofing  of 
them  is  no  end  of  purity,  or  mark  of  holinefs  :  But  the 
true  end  of  gofpel  purity  and  fanftification  is,  to  glorify 

'  God,  to  fedify  our  neighbour,  to  teftify  our  gratitude  to 
God,  and  to  evidence  our  juftification. — Let  me  touch 
a  little  at  this  point. 

The  great  end,  I  fay,  of  purity  and  fanftification  is 
not  to  be  2i  ground  or  caufe  of  juftification ;  but  to  be  a 
fruit  and  evidence  thereof.  The  grofs  ignorance  of  this 
point  of  doftrine,  in  the  prefect  generation,  makes  it 
neceffary  to  inculcate  and  eftablifh  it. 

I .  The  great  end  of  gofpel  purity,  or  fanftification*,  is  liot 
ito  be  a  ground  and  caufe  of  j  uftification.  They  who  think 
to  be  juftified,  pardoned,  accepted,  or  admitted  to  God's 
favour,  by  any  purity,  goodnefs,  righteoufnefs,  or  holi-^, 
nefs,  whether  done  by  them,  by'the  ftrength  of  nature,  or 
wrought  in  them,  by  the  ftrength  of  grace,  they  overturn  . , 
the  gofpel,  and  difcover  themfclv.es  to  be  ftrangers  to  thts 
nature  of  true  purity,  which  doth  not  work  a  righte- 
oufnefs for  juftification;  but  flows  from  juftification,  as 
ftreams  from  a  fountain.  If  men  could  fly  to  heaven, 
by  the  wings  of  their  own  works;  or  get  up  there,  by 
the  ladder  of  their  own  righteoufnefs,  what  need  was 
there  that  God  fliould  fet  up  another  ladder  to  heaven  - 

^for  us  ?  If  we  confult  Gen.  xxviii.  12.  we  will  find  that 
Jacob  gets  a  difcovery  of  a  ladder,  the  foot  whereof  did 
ftand  on  the  earth,  and  the  top  of  it  did  reach  heaven. 
Which  pointed  out  both  the  per/on  of  Chrift,  being 
God-man,  who  was  both  to  ftand  on  earth  and  reach  to 
heaven,  in  his  human  and  divine  natures  united  ;  and 
alfo  the  office  of  Chrift,  that,  as' Mediator,  was  to  recon- 
cile God  and  man,  by  the  facrificc  of  himfelf  •,  ^tvdfo 
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}b&n  heaven  and  earth  together,  the  mod  diftant  extremea^ 
by  the  blood  of  his  crofs.  Heaven  is  acccflable  op- 
ly  by  afcending  up  this  ladder,  viz.  Christ,  the  Lord 
wr  right eoufnefs.  0  Sirs,  it  is  a  great  v^rord,  Jeho- 
vah mr  righteoufnefs  /  and  it  may  give  us  honourable 
thoughts  of  the  alone  ground  of  juftification.  The  me- 
rit and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  whjch  is  the  alone  ground 
of  juftification,  is  iafinite  merit ;  becaufe  of  the  eminen- 
cy  of  the  perfon,  being  God-man,  Jehovah  in  our  na- 
ture, fulfilling  the  law  by  his  obedience  to  the  death. 
The  latv  violated,  was  but  a  creature ;  but  he  that  was 
'iplstde  fubjeft  to  it,  is  the  Creator.  The  holinefs  of  the 
obcyer,  in  this  cafe,  exceeds  the  holinefs  of  the  law. 
What  a  noble  ground  of  juftification  is  here  ?  The  trant 
greflbr  of  the  law  is  but  a  man  ;  but  the  fatisfier  is  Gbd- 
iDttan,  whofe  obedience  brings  in  more  honour  to  the 
few,  than  if  men  and  angels  had  obeyed  for  ever.  Hence 
the  juftification  of  believers  is  perfeft ;  as  perfeft  in 
time  as  ever  it  ftiall  be  in  glory ;  becaufe  die  righteout 
nefe  of  Chrift,  which  is  the  matter  of  our  juftification, 
is  the  faitie  for  ever :  and  perfeft  in  every  true  believer, 
whether  his  faith  be  weak  or  ftrong ;  even  as  a  thoufand 
pound  received  by  a  palfified  hand,  is  a  thoufand  pound, 
z&  well  as  a  thoufand  pound  received  by  a  healthful  hand. 
O  the  fccurity,  unchangeablenefs,  and  perfedion  of 
juftification  1  Indeed,  Xhtfenfe  of  juftification  is  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  and  excrcife  of  faith  ;  but  the  truth  of 
it  is  according  to  the  truth  of  faith. 

Now,  this  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  no  purity,  no 
obedience,  no  grace,  no  holinefs  of  ours,  is  the  ground 
and  caufe  of  juftification.  And  if  you  have  gofpel  purity 
indeed,  you  will  never,  if  you  be  in  your  right  fenfes, 
propofe  this  as  the  end  of  it,  namely,  that  you  may  be 
juftffied  ;  for  that  belongs  only  to  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift  :  In  himjhall  all  the  feed  of  Ifreal  be  juftified^  Ifa. 

Xlv.  25.    13[Ut, 

2.  This  purity  is  xht  fruit  and  evidence  of  a  juftificati- 
on :  and  as  we  know  a  tree  by  its  fruit ;  fo  may  we 
know  juftification  by  fandification  j  Shew  me  thy  faith 
by  thy  works ^  James  ii.  18.  We  are  to  ftiew  our  faith  of 
tim  rig-hteoufuefs  of  Clmft^  for  our  juftification,  by 
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our  works  of  purity  and  fandification :  ^here  is  no  cm-^ 
'demnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chriji^  Rom*  viii,  u  What 
18  the  fruit  and  evidence  of  this  ?  Why,  they  walk  sua 
€tfter  the  Jlejhy  but  after  the  Spirit.  TTie  man  that  is  a 
good  tree,  a  juftified  man,  will  bring  forth  good  fruit. 
The  good  fruit  doth  not  nlake  a  good  tree;  but  the 
good  tree  maketh  the  good  fruit :  fo,  the  fruit  of  fanc- 
tification  doth  not  make  a  man  to  be  juftified ;  but  jufc 
tification  maketh  a  man  produce  the  good  fruit  of  fane* 
tification.  Herein  lies  the  diiference  between  works  in 
the  new  covenant  of  grace,  and  works  in  the  old  cove-' 
nant  of  works ;  or  herein  differs  legal  and  evangelical 
purity.  In  the  legal  way,,  work  i«  firfl: ;  and  then  jufti- 
fication  thereupon :  but  in  the  gejpel  way,  juftification  is 
firft ;  and  the  works  follow  thereupon.  So,  in  the  old 
and  new  Sabbath :  The  Sabbath  inftituted  in  Paradifc 
was  the  feventh  day  in  order,  after  the  fix  working  days; 
and  was  fuited  to  man's  ftate  of  innocency,  and  did 
moft  properly  belong  to  the  covenant  of  works,  which'  - 
promifed  life  and  reft,  after  perfefl:  works  of  righteotif- 
nefs  wrought  by  us ;  The  man  that  doth  thefe  things ^Jhait 
live  by  them^  Rom.  x.  5.:  But  the  Chriftian  Sabbath  is 
the  firft  day  of  the  week,  before  our  fix  working  days; 
and  fo  is  fitted  to  the  new  covenant,  which  promifed 
reft  to  the  confciencc,  in  a  way  of  believing,  and  that 
before  they  do  works  of  righteoufnefs :  but  thefe  works, 
and  this  righteoufnefs,  do  neceffarily  attend  and  follow 
upon  juftification.  As  the  lame  day  that  the  waters 
,  went  off  from  the  earth,  and  were  gathered  into  the 
fea,  the  earth  was  adorned  'with  grafs,  herbs,  flowers, 
and  trees,  and  was  fruitful.  Gen.  i,  9,  11.;  fo  when  the 
deluge  of  wrath  goes  off  from  the  foul,  in  juftification, 
it  is  prefently  adorned  with  the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  and' 
called  a  tred  of  righteoufnefs^  the  planting  of  the  Lord^ 
that  he  might  be  glorified.  Wherever  a  man  is  juftifi- 
ed, there  alfo  he  is  fanftified  and  purified.  If  you  be 
juftified,  you  will  fliew  it  fo,  as  it  may  be  evident  to 
ypurfelf  and  others,  by  your  ftudy  of  purity.  And  if 
you  be  purified,  yoU  will  endeavour,  through  grace, 
to  make  this  one  of  the  ends  thereof;  and  this  will  be 
your  dcfign,  that  you  may  ftxew  to  othcTs,  ^tv^lX^^  cotv- 
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vinced  yourfelf,  by  having  certain  evidence  of  your  be- 
ing juftified:  for,  where  there  is  no  purity  at  all,  there 
is  no  evidence  at  all  of  juftijfication  and  pardon;  even 
a3  the  body  without  breath  is  a  body  without  hfe.  Jam, 
ii.  2©.  Where  there  is  little  purity,  there  is  little  e- 
Vidence  of  juftification ;  where  there  is  much  purity,  there 
will  be  the  clearer  evidence  of  juftification.  Though 
the  Lord  can,  and  doth  fometimes,  make  the  believer^s 
juftification  evident  to  him,  in  other  ways  than  by  the 
evidence  of  it  in  fandification ;  and  though  juftifica- 
tion is  not  up  and  down,  according  to  the  changes  in 
fenftification :  nay,  juftification  is  always  equal,  con- 
ftantly  the  fame,  always  perfeft  in  the  believer ;  like 
the  fun  in  the  firmament,  always  full,  whatever  wax- 
ings  and  weanings  there  may  be  in  the  moon  of  fanfti- 
fication,  and  whatever  changes  take  place  in  it :  and  he 
ought  to  be  affurcd  of  this,  even  when  his  purity  and 
fanftification  is  at  the  loweft  ;  yea,  like  the  moon,  dit- 
appearing  for  a  while  out  of  view.  Surely,  he  is  jiot  to 
doubt ;  he  ought  not  to  doubt  of  his  juftification,  by 
Chrift^s  righteoufnefs  imputed,  becaufe  of  the  weaning 
of  his  fanftification  by  a  righteoufnefs  imparted :  but 
where  there  is  no  imparted  grace  at  all  for  fanftification, 
that  a  man  can  either  fee  in  himfelf,  or  refled  upon,  as 
what  he  hath  feen  fometiriies,  or  lamented  the  want  of; 
where  there  is  nothing  of  all  this,  I  fay,  there  can  be 
no  comfortable  evidence  of  fanftification. — Try  your- 
felves  then  by  thefe  things,  and  look  to  the  Lord  to  af- 
fift  you  in  the  trial. 

1  fum  up  all  this  ufe  of  examination  with  thefe  quefti- 
ons.  If  you  be  w^aftied  from  your  filthinefs,  I  afk  you. 
Was  you  ever  ftiaken  out  of  your  refuges  of  lies,  your 
old  rotten  natural  faith  and  good  works  ?  Have  you 
ever  been  brought  in  to  Chrift,  and  made  to  clofe  with 
him  for  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fanftification,  and  re- 
demption ?  Have  you  ever  been  begotten  again  to  a 
new  and  lively  hope,  through  faith  of  him  ?  Have  you 
ever  known  what  it  is  to  have  Chrift  dwelling  in  your 
heart,  and  reigning  in  your  foul,  by  his  word  and  Spi- 
rit ?  Have  you  ever  known  what  it  is  to  have  faith 
working  by  love  ?    And  x\-v\%\o\^  ^\kQ\Q,xvcv^  vtfelf  by  a 
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love  and  refpeft*  to  all  the  commandments  of^  God, 
and  by  a  hatred  to  every  falfe  way  ?  If  you  can,  in  the 
fight  of  God,  anfwer  Yea  to  thefe  queftions,  then  I  can 
fay  you  have  been  wafhed  from  your  filthiners,  and 
made  partakers  of  gofpel  purity :  but  if  you  be  in  a  doubt 
about  it,  and  at  alofs  virhat  to  fay,  O  live  not  content- 
edly in  a  doubtful  ftate,  but  feek  that  the  Lord  would 
refolvc  your  doubt,  and  that  you  may  find  the  matter 
rcfolved  to  you  by  the  Lord  himfelf.  If  you  never 
found  any  of  thefe  things,  and  are  not  an  abfolutc 
ftranger  thereto,  O  man,  woman,  who  are  in  that  cafe, 
however  pure  you  are  in  your  own  eyes,  yet  you  are 
not  waflied  from  your  filthinefs :  and  while  the  filth  of 
fin  remains,  the  guilt  remains  alfo ;  and  while  the  guilt 
remains,  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  upon  you:  and 
dicrefore,  as  you  regard  the  glory  of  God,  and  your 
eternal  falvation,  fly  for  your  life  out  of  that  ftate ;  take 
no  reft  there,  but  go  immediately  to  God,  and  cry  ear- 
neftly  to  him,  'That  he  may  pity  you,  and  purge  you, 

*  and  wafh  you,  for  his  name's  fake/   Tell  him,  *  Lord, 

*  what  will  all  things  avail  me,  if  I  live  and  die  in  my 
^  fins,  aod  perifli  forever?' — May  the  Lord  himfelf  di- 
rcfl:  you. 
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SERMON      XIII. 

Prov.  xsbc.  12. 

There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and 
yet  is  not  wajhedfrom  their  Jilt  hinefs. 

[The  fixth  Sermon  on  this  text.] 

TH  E  judgment  of  God  is  according  to  truth  ;  and 
it  is  by  the  judgment  of  God  we  ftand  or  fall.    It 
s.  not  what  this  or  that  man  judgeth  us  to  be,  or  what 
Nt  ourfelves  imagine  we  are,  that  will  contribute  to  our 
VoL.L  Fff  Sa5l^v^. 
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-fefety,  or  bear  us  out ;  for  we  cannot  judge  right,  W 
Icfs  we  judge  of  ourfelves  according  to  the  word  of  God; 
^  "and  to  judge  of  ourfelves  thus,  is  to  judge  according  as 
•God  judgeth.  What  God  t2&e«  us  to  be,  that  wc 
arc ;  but  we  are  not  always  what  we  takes  ourfelves 
to  be.^  Some  take  themfelves  to  be  Cbriftia^s,  who 
yet  are  but  anti-chriftians.  Some  take  themfelves  to  be 
friends  to  God,  who  yet  are  enemies :  There  is  u  jp«w- 
ratim  ihai  are  pure  in  their  nwn  eyes  ;  and  y it  is  net  wafi^* 
*edfrom  their  filthinefs. 

A  generation  of  linners,  that  live  m  fin  impcnitcntly, 
.  do  make  room'  for  a  deluge  of  wrath.  One  Acfaan 
troubles  the  whole  camp  of  Ifrael :  at)id  what  wrath  then 
may  multitudes  of  finners  bring  upon  a  churc^i  4Hiid  peo- 
ple !  The  text  fpeaks  of  a  muititude ;  ax^,  perhaps, 
multitudes  of  impure  and  unfafiftified  finners  were  never 
greater  than  at  this  day  wherein  we  live ;  and  hence  it 
is  a  day  of  wrath:  for,  it  could  never  be  more  truly  £ud 
in  any  period,  than  of  our  day,  ^here  is  a 'generation  that 
ere  pure  in  their  own  eyes^  and  yet  is  not  wafted  from  their 
fihhtnefs. 

We  have  already  improven  this  dodrine  in  an  ufe  of 
information,  lamentation,  reproof,  and  examination ;  we 
now  proceed  to  another  ufe  of  the  point. 

lihtjifth  zj/^that  we  make  of  the  doftrine  fhall  be  for 
terror  to  all  that  are  not  wajhed  from  their  fhhinefs  ; 
but  arc  filthy  ftill,  impure  ftill ;  were  never  renewed, 
never  purified,  never  fanclified :  but  remain  under  the 
power  of  fin  and  corruption  ;  and  are  utter  ftrangers  to 
all  tliat  purity  that  hitherto  I  have  been  fpeaking  of. 
There  is  ground  of  terror  to  all  the  wicked  of  the  world, 
that  are  altogether  filthy,  and  to  believers^  who  are  part- 
ly {o^  and  do  not  watch,  but  indulge  themfelves  much 
in  impurity. 

I/?,  ITiis  doQrine  affords  ground  of  terror  to  the 
wicked^  that  never  were  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs, 
but  are  going  on  in  a  courfe  of  fin,  drunkennefs,  whore- 
dom, revelling,  and  all  manner  of  immoralities.  Alas, 
Sirs!  confider  how  miferable  you  are,  and  are  like  to 
be.     Look  to  your  tvid  ;xT\d  ^v^vxv^ii.  c^fe  \wllfe^  in  death. 
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and  at  the  day  of  rndgment*  And,.  O  if  the  Lord  would 
sfwaJu&n  your  coiucicnce,  fcrioufly  to  ponder  your  dan- 
'g«ou&  iuuation. 

][r*~|  Look  to  and  be  perfuaded  of  it,  that  you  are 
truly  miferable  in  life.     And, 

;  X,  While  in  that  impure  ftate,  you  are  an  utter ^r^wg^- 
fr  to  Gnod ;  ^  that  time  ye  were  without  Chrijl^  being 
alienx  front  the  commonwealth  oflfrael^  and  Jlrangers  from, 
the  covenant  of  promife,  having  no  h^pe,  and  without  God 
mtbewprldt  £ph.  ii.  12.  You  are  without  Qod,  the 
author  of  hope ;, without  Chrifl,  the  foundation  of  hope ; 
without  the  covenant  of  promife,  the  ground  of  hope ; 
without  the  grace  of  hope :  you  are  in  a  hopelefs  cafe^ 
while  you  refufc  to  fly  for  refuge  to  the  hope  fet  before 
you;  to  Chrift,  for  wifdom,  rightcoufnefs,  and  fandi- 
fication. 

2.  You  arc  contrary  to  God,  and  God  is  contrary  to 
you:  your  nature  is  contrary  to  God,  and  God's  na- 
ture 18  oppofite  to  you.  Your  principles,  your  prafticc, 
your  nature,  your  aims,  your  mind,  your  affeftions, 
are  all  oppofite  to  God,  while  you  are  altogether  fil- 
thy- 

3.  You  are  out  pf  cafe  for  communion  and  fellowjhip 
with  God.  What !  communion  between  light  and  dark- 
nefs !  Nay ;  you  have  communion  and  familiarity  with 
the  devil :  T^he  firong  man  armed  keeps  the  houfe.  The 
whole  world  lieth  in  wickednefs^  in  time,  in  the  arms  of 
the  wicked  one.  You  are,  as  it  were,  fall  lulled  a- 
^eep  in  the  arms  of  the  devil. 

■  4.  You  are  ^flave  and  a  drudge  to  every  luft.  And, 
sdas !  what  bafe  degeneracy,  that  now,  your  immortal 
foul  is  adrudge  to  the  devil,  a  flave  to  luft,  a  fcrvant  of 
fin,  and  an  aflbciate  with  tfhe  wicked  ! 

5.  You  are  under  the  curfe  while  in  that  fituation. 
See  what  a  number  of  dreadful  curfes  you  are  under, 
mentioned  Deut.  xxviii.  15, — 20.  Curfed  fhalt  thou  he 
in  the  city,  and  curfed  (halt  thou  he  in  the  field.  Curfed 
Jball  be  thy  bafket  and  thy  (lore,  Curfed Jhall  be  the  fruit  of 
thy  body^  and  the  fruit  of  thy  land^  the  increafe  of  thy  k'tne^ 
and  the  flocks  of  thy  fheep  Curfed  fhalt  thou  be  when 
thou  comejl  h,  and  curfed  (halt  thou  be  whtn  tbou  joejl 
Ff  f  2  out.U^. 
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out,  &c.  Curfcd  in  your  namey  it  (hall  root ;  curfcd  in 
your  hpufe^  it  is  the  habitation  of  the  wicked ;  curfed 
in  all  your  religious  performances^  for  your  prayer  is  an 
abofmination  to  the  Lord  ;  and  curfed  in  all  your  civil  ac- 
iionsy  for  the  very  plowing  of  the  wicked  is  Jin.  . 

6.  You  are  under  all  the  difmal  evils  that  attend  this 
impurity;  fuch  as,  to  be  abhorred  of  God,-  a'torment 
to  yourfelf,  ufelefs  in  the  world,  an  apoftate  from  God, 
an  objeft  of  wrath,  and  at  laft  excluded  from  heaven. 

(i.)  One  evil  attending  this  impure  ftate,  is,  that 
the  man  is  abhorred;  he  is  in  objed  of  God's  abhorrence, 
if  he  be  filthy  ftill :  for,  God  is  ofpuret  eyes  than  to  he- 
hold  iniquity  ;  and  he  cannot  behold  it  fo'  as  to  take  plea- 
fure  in  the  finner.  Do  you  think  that  God  can  take 
pleafure  in  a  man  who  is  wallowing  in  his  fin?  No; 
there  mud  be  a  covering  from  the  eyes  of  God's  holi- 
nefs :  and  I  know  no  covering  and  mantle  but  one  of 
two,  either  the  red  fcarlet  covering  of  the  Redeemer's 
blood ;  or  the  dark  and  black  mantle  of  avenging  wrath 
to  eternity,  to  vaiPit  from  the  eyes  of  the  omnifcient 
and  omnipotent  God. 

(2.)  Another  evil,  hefide  what  hath  been  mentioned, 
is,  that  this  impurity  is  a  torment  to  the  man.  So  much 
defilement,  fo  much  vexation ;  and  the  more  purity, 
the  more  peace  and  inward  ferenity :  Great  peace  have 
they  that  love  thy  law^  and  nothing  jhall  offend  them;  but 
no, peace ^  faith  my  God,  to  the  wicked. 

(3.)  There  is  this  evil  in  it  alfo  ;  this  impurity  makes 
a.  man  ufelefs  in  the  world.  A  man  that  is  wallowing  in 
wickednefs,  he  is  the  moft  ufelefs  creature  in  thrf  world;, 
that  which  the  pfalraift  calls  altogether  fit  hy,  the  apoftle 
quotting  it,  Rom.  iii.  12.  calls  it  altogether  unprofitable  ; 
to  let  us  fee,  that  the  man  that  is  altogether  filthy  or 
defiled,  he  is  as  ufelefs  as  a  vefTel,  the  naftinefs  of  which 
is  fo  incorporated  with  it,  that  it  can  never  be  ufed  a- 
gain. 

(4.)  This  defilement  makes  way  for  apofiacy.  The 
man  that  is  deftitute  of  gofpel  purity,  is  in  a  fliate  where- 
in he  is  capable  of  total  apofiacy.  The  true  gold  will 
abide  the  fire ;  but  the  furnace  carries  oflf  the  drofs. 
Thc^ood  wheat  will  abide  t\it,  mwd\  but  the  wind 
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Carries  away  the  chaff".  T!hey  altogether  filthy  are  ;  They 
all  afide  are  gone.  What  makes  fo  much  defeftion  and 
apoftacy  in  our  day  ?  Why,  men  abandon  their  profef- 
fiori,  abandon  their  principles,  grow  remifs  in  their 
praftices,  relinquHh  their  firft  zeal,  and  leave  their  firft 
tove :  why,  they  are  defilled ;  they  are  not  wajhedfrom 
their  filthinefs.  ^ 

(5,)  This  defilement  makes  way  for  ivraih  and  jttdg* 
ment  to  be  poured  forth :  For  thefe  things  comet h  the 
wrath  of  God  upon  the  children  of  di [obedience ^  Col.  iii.  6. 
Trouble  and  anguifti  to  every  foul  of  man  that  doth  e- 
vil ;  for,  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  agaifiji 
all  urigodlinefs  and  unrighteoufnefs  of  man:^  Rom.  i.  18. 
A  day  of  wrath,  a  day  of  calamity  is  threatened,  becaufe 
of  the  impurity  of  the  generation,  that  are  not  ivajhed 
from  their filthinefs. 

(64)  This  defilement  excludes  from  heaven.  No  pol- 
lution can  dwell  in  the  higher  houfe  ;  when  it  began  to 
enter,  the  authors  of  it  were  caft  down  to  hell :  There 
fhall  in  nowife  enter  into  it  any  thing  that  defileth^  wrthat 
worketh  abominaiiony  or  maketh  a  lye^  Rev.  xxi.  27.  Is 
nof  all  this  moft  terrible ! 

[2.]  As  you  are  miferable  in  life,  fo  you  will  be  mi- 
ferable  at  death :  then  corrfcience  begins  to  rore ;  for 
its  black  book  is  opened,  and  the  long  roll,  the  black 
roll  of  fins  appear ;  and  then  the  devil,  who  lulled  you 
afleep  in  fin,  and  tempted  you  to  fin,  will  .prefent  the 
heinoufnefs  thereof,  and  tempt  you  to  difpair.  Then  your 
friends,  relations,  comforts,  and  enjoyments  of  the 
world,'  will  bid  you  an  eternal  adieu  :  and  then  no 
more  offers  of  Chrift,  or  grace,  or  falvation.  Sin,  the 
fting  of  death,  not  being  taken  away,  death  will  be 
moft  terrible  and  dreadful.  When  the  awful  meirenger 
approaches,  with  his  difmal  appearance  armed  with 
his  mortal  dart,  ready  in  an  inftant  to  ftrike  through 
the  miferable  creature,  with  what  amazement  will  the 
poor  foul  be  filled  !  How  unwelcome  will  the  near  ap- 
proach of  this  mighty  conqueror  be  to  the  poor  fin- 
ner!  v 

{[3.]  The  polluted  foul  will  not  only  be  miferable  at 
death,  but  alfo  at  the  day  of  judgment :  fox^  CIdtiJI  ^roUl 
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be  revealed  frdfn  heaven^  taking  vengeame  on  them  wbo^ 
know  not  God^  and  obeyed  not  the  go/pel.  Then  the  awftti 
and  final  fentcncc  will  be  pronounced.  Depart  from  me^ 
je  curfed  !  _Ab !  terrible  fentence !  Depart  from  me  !  Dc* 
fiart  from  the  £hief  good  and  happiftcla^  to  be  mifer* 
able  to  eternity!  .  In  this  fefttcnce  is  wrapt  up  ^  mife- 
ry ;  and  what  will  fruftrate  all  the  vain  expieaations  of 
the  wicked  at  that  day.  If  you  fliould  fay^  Q !  let  us 
ncJt  go. far  away :  Nay ;  depart  from  me^  out  my  fight 
atid  preferice  ;  aftd  that  ia  far  enough  to  them :  for  ever 
banifhed  from  the  prefence  of  God,  the  prefence  of  blifij. 
0 1  if  we  muft  depatrtj  let  us  depatt  with  a  bleffing : 
No ;  depart  from  me,  ye  curfed :  depart  with  the  curfe 
of  God,  the  wrath  arid  vengeance  of  God  !  O  (  if  we 
muft  thus  deparj,  let  us  go  to  a  good  place :  No ;  depart 
from  me,  ye  curfed,  unto^r^;  the  place  of  torment^ . 
the  place  of  peidition,  the  place  of  burning.  O!  if  it 
muft  be  to  fire,  let  it  be  but  for  zjhoft  time :  Noj  no } 
depart  to  everlq/iing  firc^  to  dwell  there  through  an  end- 
lefs  eternity ;  depart  to  everlafting  fire,  fire  that  catindt 
be  quenched ;  Where  the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is 
not  quenched.  O  !  if  it  muft  be  fo,  let  us  depart  with 
good  company  ;  let  us  have  foihc  heartfome  company  with 
us :  No,  by  no  means  ;  depart  with  the  devil  and  hts 
ongels.  Oh !  the  rtiifcrable  cafe  of  thofe  who  live  and 
die  in  their  fin !  They  muft  be  fent  to  the  devouring 
Tophet !  to  fwim  for  ever  in  the  river  of  fire  and  brim- 
ftonc  !  Ah  !  dreadful  ftate !  You  will  appear  before 
the  judgment-feat  in  the  devil's  livery;  and  muft  fliare 
of  his  mifery  to  eternity.  Inconceivable  and  permanent 
niifery  ! 

idly^  This  doftrine  affords  ground  of  terror  alfo  to 
believers^  who,  though  they  are  wafhcd  habitually  from 
their  filthinefs,  yet  ly  under  much  a&ual  pollution,  with- 
out due  application  to  the  fountain  ;  there  is  ground  of 
tcf  ror  from  this  doftrine  to  fuch.  Though  we  cannot 
preach  the  fame  terror  to  them,  as  to  the  wicked  ;  and 
cannot  fay  they  fhall  be  condemned,  or  go  to  hell^  or 
yet  become  liable  to  the  curfe  of  the  law ;  yet  the  Lord 
hath  a  rod  for  the  back  of  his  children :  If  they  break 
JbJs  Jawy  thougli  he  pardon  \kt\x  fei^  ^ct  he  may  tak6 

•oen^eance 
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vengeance  on  their  inventions.  Aiwi  we  are  not  to  think 
iight  of  the  rod  of  corrcaio^i  and  chaftifcment,  which 
the  Lord  may  ufc  with  his  children,  who  are  unwatch^ 
fid ;  for  there  is  fomething  very  terrible  therein,  what- 
ever way  we  view  it,  eimer  with  refp^d  to  temppraj[^ 
Spiritual,  or  eternal  matters. 

[1.3  There  is  fomething  very  terrible  in  the  chaftifc- 
ments  of  God)  with  refpeft  to  temporal  concerns.    And, 

i»  The  rod  may  he  upon  ypur  body^  in  fore  ficknelk^ 
fev-er^,  gouts,  gravels,  tornjc?iting  pains  s  fuch  as  thde 
we  read  of,  Deut.  xxviii.  58,  59.  and  ver.  22,  27.  The 
Lord  may  put  you  upon  the  r^?ick  day  and  night,  witti 
excrutiating  pains,  and  agonizing  torments.  Is  not  this 
a  dreadful  rod  ? 

a.  The  rod  may  be  heavy  in  refpeft  of  jomx families  ; 
heavy  ficknefs  and  afflidions  upon  your  hufband,  wife^ 
and  children.  The  Lord  may  make  your  children  a 
<:rois  to  you,  your  relations  a  burden  to  you,  and  your 
jnoft  intimate  friends  and  concerns  a  trouble  to  you. 
He  may  take  away  the  defire  of  your  eyes  with  a  ftrpke, 
and  leave  you  defolate  and  deftitute.  This  is  a  fore 
trial. 

3.  The  rod  may  be  grievous  in  refpeft  of  your  name^. 
You  may  be  tryfted  with  great  reproaches,  and  be 
made  a  by-word  among  your  neighbovirs  :  to  the  pfal- 
mift  it  was  as  ^fword  within  his  hones ^  when  he  was  re- 
proached. This  fword  may  pierce  you  :  you  may  be  left 
•to  fall  under  infamy  and  difgrace.  Yea,  the  Lord  may 
fo  far  leave  you,  as  to  let  you  fall  into  fcandalous  evils, 
and  become  a  reproach  to  the  Chriftian  name.  And  is 
not  this  a  heavy  chaftifcment  ? 

4.  The  rod  of  correftion  may  be  fore  with  refpcfl: 
to  public  calamities  ;  fuch  as  thefe  we  read  of  Ezek.  xiv. 
21.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  How  much  more  when 
I  fend  my  four  fore  judgments  upon  Jerufalem,  the  fword\ 
and  the  famine y  and  the  noifome  beaft,  and  the  pejlilence^  to 
cut  off* from  it  man  and  beajl  ?  Sword,  famine,  peftilencc, 
and  captivity  are  heavy  judgments. — What  a  terrible 
thing  is  xht  fword?  It  may  be  bathed  in  the  blood,  and 
(heathed  in  the  bowels  of  your  deareft  friends  •,  aud^^^- 
haps^  in  jourovm  bowels. — ^Wbala  {adio^\^\\\^  Jammed 
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Hereby  tender  mothers  have  been  made  to  eat  their  owh 
children ;  and  men  obliged  to  eat  their  own  fingers,  and  the  • 
flefli  of  their  own  arm  ;  one  part  of  the  body  to  main* 
tain  another.-' What  a  dreadful  rod  is  tht  pe/iilence  f 
See  it  defcribed,  Pfal.  xci.  3, 6, 10.  See  alfo  Deut.  xxviii* 
59,  60,  61. — What  a  fore  chaftifement  is  it  to  be  led  a- 
way  into  captivity  ?  Thou  mayeft  be  carried  away  to  a 
ftnmge  land ;  from  father,  mother,  friends^  and  acquaint 
tances  ;  where  thou  knoweft  not  a  face,  Deut  xxviii.  48/ 
and  to  fears  of  ftill  greater  judgments,  ver.  dK^^ — 67. 

[2.]  The  rod  of  correftion  has  fomething  very  terrible' 
in  it,  when  we  view  it  with  refped  to  fptritual  mzXXtrs. 

I.  The  Lord  may  give  loofe  reins  to  your  It^s^  and' 
let  you  be  overpowered  with  corruption,  fo  as  iniquily 
Ihall  prevail.     He  may  give  you  up  to  the  Iti/is  of  your 
heart  ;  a  moft  mifchievous  and  pernicious  enemy. 

1.  The  Lord  may  let  the  devil  loofe  upon  you ;  that 
roaring  lion  to  buffet  you,  and  to  do  what  he  can  to  de- 
vour you.  This  was  a  corre&on  which  Job,  Paul,  Peter, 
and  many  others,  were  tryfted  with. 

3.  You  may  be  toffed  with  doubts  ^xA  fears  about  fin 
and  duty  ;  and  neither  know  what  way  to  go,  nor  which 
courfe  to  ftear.  You  may  be  quite  wrapt  up  in  darknefs 
and  perplexity. 

4.  You  may  be  deferted  of  God,  and  left  to  go  mourn- 
ing  without  the  fun  :  and  though  you  would  give  all  the 
world  for  a  fight  of  his  face,  yet  not  be  favoured  with 
it.  This  was  ttfe  cafe  with  Job  ;  /  go  forward,  but  he  is 
not  there  ;  backward,  but  I  cannot  perceive  bim,  &c.  O 
that  t  knew  where  I  might  find  him  !  Job.  xxiii.  3,  8. 

5.  You  may  be  brought  under  terrors,  as  Job  was  ; 
The  arrows  of  the  Abnighty  are  within  me  ;  the  poifon 
whereof  drinketh  up  my  very  fpirit^  Job  VI.  4.  T*bine  ar- 
rows  flick  fajl  in  me^  Pfal.  xxxviii.  2.. 

6.  You  may  be  left  to  defpair  and  to  di/lra^ion,  thro* 
the  terrors  of  God  ;  T'he  terrors  of  God  do  jet  themfelves 
in  array  againft  me^  Job  vi.  4.  While  I  fuffer  thy  ter* 
rors  I  am  diflraSled,  faidHeman,  Pfal.  Ixxxviii.  15. 

[3.]  Chaflifements  are  terrible  with  refpeft  to  the 

fe^rs  concerning  your  eternal  flate.  You  may  be  brought 

to  the  very  brink  of  de?^9L\T^  ?i^vf^%  \m?i  xvow  obferved 
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concerning  Heman :  to  be  in  doubts  and  fears  about 
your  everlafting  welfare ;  your  hope  may  be  perijhed^  in 
a  manner,  fromjhe  Lord^  Lam.  iii,  18.  The  Lord  may 
carry  towards  you  like  an  enemy  and  a  ftrangei' :  your 
fpirit  may  be  funk,  and  your  heart  faint ;  yea,  any 
thing  but  helly  and  the  breaking  of  the  covenant*  Yea, 
the  Lord  may  even  take  a  child  by  the  neck,  as  it  were, 
and  ihake  him  over  hell,  as  if  he  was  defigning  to  throw 
him  into  the  flaming  lake.  He  may  drop  in  hot  wrath 
into  the  confcience,  and  kindle  a  little  hell  within  him. 
And  though  ail  be  but  fatherly  chaftifement,  and  in  love, 
yet  no  views  of  love  may  the  perfon  have ;  but  appre- 
nend  God  as  an  enemy,  being  left  to  this  unbelieving 
fear  of  his  vindiftive  wrath.  God  may  break  him  with 
breach  upon  breach ;  and  run  upon  him  like  an  enemy. 
Yea,  the  road  may  be  heavy  in  its  nature :  the  fick- 
nefs,  e.  g.  may  be  a  fore  ficknefs ;  it  may  be  extraor- 
dinary in  its  kindy  fo  that  you  may  be  ready  to  fay.  No 
forrow  like  your  forrow.  It  may  be  manifold  in  its  num^ 
ber;  one  meffenger  of  evil  tidings  after  another ;  breach 
upon  breach.  It  may  be  growing  in  its  degrees  ;  ftill 
worfe  and  worfe.  And  it  may  be  long  in  its  coritinuancey 
perhaps  ;  fo  long  as  that  you  may  ly  under  it  all  your 
days.  —  O  what  ground  of  holy  fear  then  hath  even 
the  child  of  God,  if  he  be  not  watchful  and  circum- 
fpcft! 

The  Jtxth  Ufe  that  we  make  of  this  dodrine  fhall  be 
for  confolation  to  the  godlj^  who  are  exercifing  themfelves 
to  godlinefs,  and  ftudents,  aftual  ftudents  of  purity ; 
growing  and  advancing  in  purity.  Here  I  would  lay 
before  you,  i .  Some  marks  and  evidences  of  thofe  that  arc 
growing  in  holinefs  and  purity.  2.  Point  out  fame  grounds 
of  confolation  for  fuch. 

ly?.  We  propofe  to  lay  before  you  fome  marks  and 
evidences  of  advances  in  holinefs,  and  a  man  growing  in 
purity. 

I.  Spirituality  in  the  intervals  of  duty,  as  well  as  in 
iht  performance  o{  duty,  is  a  true  mark  of  growth  in  ho- 
linefs :  fpirituality  between  duty,  as  well  as  in  duty. 
If  a  man  ibould  feem  never  fo  relig\QU^  m  Awt^^  \*i\\^ 
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gives  latitude  to  himfelf  in  the  iptervsLls,  he  looks  not  like 
one  th^t  is  growing  an4  advancing  in  purity.  Mofes's 
face  fhined  as  mu,ch  when  he  came  o&  from  the  mount, 
as  when  he  was  on  the  mount. 

2.  Conftih  With  fpirituaJJins^  2jidfpirituai  eviU^  u  an 
videncc  hereof.     When  a  man  is  helped  to  confliflt  a- 

Sain(t  heart-fins,  which  lie  moft  hid  and  remote  from 
%e  eyes  of  the  world ;  and  obtsujis  fome  fpiritual  vifto* 
ry  and  conqueft  over  tjicia  it  is  an  evidence  of  purity. 
When  the  heart  rifes,  wkh  all  its  ftrength,  agsunft  fpi- 
ritual pride  and  felf,  and  felf-ends,  it  evidences  fome 
advances  in  holinefs.  . 

3.  When  a  man  is  exercife4  in  fpiritual  duties^  and  in  • 
internal  duties  of  religion :  not  only  bufied  about  exter« 
nal  duties,  but  efpecially  is  exercifed  about  d^ofe  and 
the  like  internal  ones,  viz.  Meditation,  mortification, 
fclf-examination,  felf-refignation,  fclf-lpathing,  felf-judg- 
ing,  felf-condemnationj  praying  in  the  Spirit,  watching 
over  the  heart,  applying  the  blood  of  Chrift,  the  death 
Chrifl: ;  applying  the  promife  and  the  word  to  his 
jown  foul :  when  .it  is  thus  with  a  perfon,  it  is  an  evi- 
dence of  his  making  fome  progrefs  in  purity  and  holi^ 
nefs. 

4.  When  a  man  is  carried  on  to  religious  duties  by 
fpiritual  principles  and  internal  motives  :  when  a  perfon  is 

ading,  from  a  fenfe  of  divine  love,  from  a  fenfe  and  defire 
after  Chrift's  fpiritual  prefence,  and  from  the  fweetnefs 
and  excellency  of  communion  and  fellowlhip  with  a  God 
;in  Chrift. — Thefe  ?ire  fome  evidences  of  a  perfon's  grow- 
ing in  purity  and  holinefs, 

2^/y,  We  proceed  next  to  point  out  fome  grounds  of 
confolation  for  fuch  perfons. 

1.  The  more  purity  you  have,  the  more  like  God. 
And,  O  what  comfort  accrues  from  this,  to  be  like  to 
God  ;  to  be  conformed  to  the  Son  of  God  !  The 
more  likcnefs,  the  more  loye-  The  I>ord  cannot  but 
delight  in  his  own  ima^e :  He  himfelf  is  holy ;  and 
cannot  but  delight .  in  the  holinefs  and  purity  of  his 
people.  , 

2.  The  more  purity,  the  more  ripe  for  heaven:  you 
are  thus  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
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light ;  for  no  unclean  thing  can  enter  into  the  heai?)?nly 
Jcrufalem. '  And,  O  what  comfort  arifes  from  this,  that, 
you  ire  a  candidate  for  the  glory  of  the  new  Jerufa- 
Ic     * 


em! 


3.  The  more  purity  the  more  communion  and  fdlonj^ 
Jhip  with  God ;  He  that  b4th  my  itommafitlments,  atd  keep- 
etb  them^  he  it  is  that  loveth  me ;  and  he  that  lovetb  me, 
fiall  be  hvid  of  my  Father;  and  I  zvUl  ilrve  him,  and  will 
manifefl  myfelfte  him.  If  any  man  lave  me,  he  will  keei 
ftty  Hoards ;  and  my  Father  will  l&ve  him,  and  we  wilt 
eame  unto  him^  and  make  our  aboade  with  him,  Johnxiv* 
21,  23.  The  godly  perfon,  by  hk  impurity,  may  greatly 
tnar  his  fellowfliip  with  God ;  but  by  advsaicing  in  ho- 
linefg,  his  commutiion  is  promoted, 

4-  The  more  purity,  the  more  communication  of  good 
things  from  God ;  the  more  holinefs  you  are  poffeflcd  of, 
the  more  will  God  give  you:  He  will  give  grace  and 
glory  and  no  good  thing  will  he  withhold  frofh  them  that  walk 
Uprightly^  Plalm  Ixxxiv,  ii.  When  he  gives  this  grace 
to  walk  uprightly,  he  will  be  ftill  adding  more :  An  d 
every  new  addition  of  grace,  and  communication  of  lov«  j 
will  make  the  babe  of  grace  leap  chearfuUy  in  the  foul ; 
for  they  that  walk  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord^^  will  waJk  in 
the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Gho/i^  Afts  i^c.  31,  * 

5.  The  more  purity,  the  more  will  the  truth  and  r^- 
ality  of  all  your  other  graces  be  notified  to  you ;  particu- 
larly thefe  three  cardinal  graces,  Faith^  love,  and  hope^ 
1  Cor.  xiii,  13, — Faith,  in  its  fmcerity  is  hereby  noti- 
fied  J  for,  if  it  be  true  faith,  it  will  purify  the  heart. 
The  man- that  fays  he  believes,  arid  yet  walks  on  in  a 
eourfe  of  fin,  it  fliows  his  faith  to  be  but  a  fancy.  — Love  " 
is,  in  its  fincerity,  notified  hereby ;  for,  true  love  pro- 
cccds  from  a  pure  heart :    The  end  of  the  co7nmandment, 

is  love  out  of  a  pure  heart. — Hope2\{6  is  notified  and  made 
known ;  for,  he  that  hath  this  "hope,  purificth  himfelf  even 
ds  be'^is  pure. 

6.  The  more  purity,  the  more  fenfe  of  pardon  and 
jujlificaiion. — There  is  comfort,  that  your  fanftification 

doth  not  affed  your  juftification ;  and  that  failures  in 
purity,  dothnot  diminifh  your  juftification.  And  as  it  is 
the  property  of  fovereign  grace,  that  vl  \^  ivc\\)ci.tx  moN* 
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cd  by  any  good  in  the  creature ;  nor  hindred  by  any  c- 
vil  in  the  Creature:  fo,  it  is  the  property  of  juftification) 
that  neither  the  believer's  fins  makes  him  lefe  jufti6ed  j 
nor  his  holinefs  makes  him  more  juftified.  This  is  in- 
deed the  privilege  of  all  juftified  believers :  but  the  more 
pure  that  the  believer  is,  the  more  comfortable  fenfe  has 
he  thereof. 

Believers,  by  juftification,  ftand  in  the  favour  of 
God,   upon  the  fame  ground  on  which  Chrift,  as  Me- 
diator, ftands  in  his  favour ;  for  you  are  accepted  in  the 
Beloved.  Chrift,  as  Mediator,  is  beloved  for  his  righte- 
oufnefs*  fake  ;  T!he  Lord  is  well-pleafed  for  bis  righteouf- 
nejs*  fake.     He  is  highly  exalted  of  God,  and  honoured 
'  or  him,  becaufe  he  gave  himfelfto  be  obedient  unto  deaths 
even  the  death  of  the  crofs.     Chrift  is  beloVed  and  .ac- 
cepted of  God  upon  this  ground  \  and  you  are  accept- 
ed in  him  upon  the  fame  ground.     Why  then,  if  Ghrift 
and  you  ftand  upon  the  fame  bottom,   upon  the  fame 
ground,  confider  how  fure  that  ground  is :  furely,  there 
is  no  conde?nnatwTi  to  them  that  arC'  in  Chrifi  Jefus  ;   no 
laiblenefs  to  condemnation.     If  any  will  affert,  that  the 
believer,  after  all,  may  become  liable  to  condemnation, 
while  he  remains  in  myftical  union  with  the  Son  of 
God,  which  is  for  ever,  and  remains  favoured  of  God, 
or  accepted  upon  the  fame  ground,  that  Chrift  is,   let 
them  anfwer  for  the  difhonourable  thought  that  this  im- 
ports  concerning  the  Son  of  God  himfelf.     Can  the 
ground  upon  which  Chrift  ftands,  in  the  favour  of  God, 
ever  fail  ?  .  Nay ;  it  were  blafphemy  To  to  imagine :  Nei- 
ther can  the  ground  upon  which  the  believer  ftands,  in 
the  favour  of  God,  ever  fail ;   for  they  ftand  upon  the 
fame  ground,   namely,    the  mediatory   righteoufncfs, 
which  is  as  much  imputed  to  the  believer,  as  if  he  him- 
felf had,  in  his  own  perfon,  fulfilled  it :  It  is  reckoned 
to  the  believer,  as  if  he  hiinfelf  had,  in  his  own  perfon, 
fatisfied  divine  juftice,  and  fulfilled  the  divine  law:  And 
hence,   whatever  can  be  faid  of  the  happinefs  of  the 
faints  now  in  heaven,  in  point  of  fecurity  from  vindic- 
tive wrath  ;  I  fay  not  his  holinefs^  but  his  happinefs  ;  in 
this  refpeft,  the  fame  may  be  afferted  of  the  behcver  on 
earthy  in  point  of  juftification* 
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**  Why  then,  fay  you,  the  believer  may  do  as  he 
*•  pleafeth,  and  fin  as  he  hfteth ;  for  there  is  no  fear  of 
*'  him.'*  The  world,  truly,  miftakes  matters,  with 
rcfpcft  to  the  true  believer.  A  carnal  heart,  never  re- 
newed by  grace,  may  indeed  deliberately  argue  thus ; 
*'  If  I  was  fecurc  as  to  that  event,  viz.  that  I  would 
*'  never  go  to  hell,  but  fliall  infallibly  be  brought  to 
*'  heaven,  then  1  would  drink,  and  debauch,  and  fin 
**  as  Ipleafc.**  Silch  a  difpofition,  and  way  of  talking, 
is  very  agreeable  .to  a  man  that  is  in  a  carnal  natural 
ilatc ;  but  it  is  crofs  to  the  very  nature  of  a  believer. 
And,  if  any  fay  they  are  believers,  and  yet  would  ufe 
that  dodrine  of  grace  at  this  rate ;  why,  their  very 
fpcech -bewrays  them,'  and  fays  they  are  not  believers  : 
becaufe  no  believer,  as  a  believer,  can  fay  fo. 

But  it  may  poffibly  be  urged.  May  not  the  corrupt 
fart  of  the  believer  fay  fo?  Yea ;  and  if  it  do,  it  fhall 
be  deftroyed  for  fo  faying  :  for  that  which  defilletb  the 
temple  of  Gpd^  that  will  God  dejiroy.  If  the  old  man  of 
corruption  thus  defile  God's  temple,  God  will  deftroy 
that  old  man  :  he  will  deftroy  it  with  the  fire  of  his  vin- 
diftive  wrath  and  vengeance :  for  the  old  man  of  fin  in 
the  believer,  may  indeed  be  faid  to  be  under  the  law, 
and  fhall  he  condemned.  Though  the  believer,  as  he  is 
abelicvcr,  is  ever  freed  from  condemnation  ;  yet  his  fin 
and  cdrruprion  is,  and  fhall  be  condemned ;  and  God 
takes  many  ways  to  do  that :  yet  fo  as  vindifliive  wrath 
Ihall  never  touch  the  perfon  of'^the  believer  in  Chrifl. 

But  let  us  take  the  believer  at  himfelf^  and  fee  if  this 
be  confiftent  with  the  grain  of  the  child  of  God.  Your 
fin  is  pardoned  ;  therefore,  go  and  take  your  fill  of  fin. 
God  hath  delivered  you  from  hell ;  therefore,  go  and 
walk  in  the  way  of  hell.  God  hath  loved  you  with  an 
cverlafting  love ;  therefore,  vent  your  enmity  againft 
God  to  the  uttermoft.  He  afts  like  a  God  of  love  to  you ; 
therefore,  aft  you  like  a  devil  againft  him.  God  will 
honour  you  with  the  enjoyment  of  himfelf  for  ever  in 
heaven  ;  therefore,  go  your  way  and  difhdnour  him  as 
you  can.  Oh !  no,  no.  Such  exprelTions  would  ojfend  the 
generation  of  the  righteous^  and  of  true  believers  :  it  would 
make  the  hairs  of  their  head  to  {land,  \J  ^^  m?q  \>^  -i^- 
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lowed  the  expreffion,  and  their  bowels  to  tremble  ;  for 
the  quite  contrary  is  ingrained  in  their  new  naturt :  Sihall 
Vfe  thus  requite  the  Lord?  Shall  we  render  haitrcd  fot 
love  *. 

.  The  more  fenfe  of  juftification,  the  more  purity ;  and 
the  more  purity,  the  more  fenfe  of  juftification:  and  yet 
neither  your,  purity  or  fanftification,  nor  failing  therein, 
doth  influence  your  juftification,  or  aflFed  it ;  for  it  re- 
mains  ftill  perfeft,  and  invariably  the  fame*— So  much 
for  an  ufe  of  confolation  to  the  godly. 
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SERMON      XIV. 

PrOV.    XXX.  12. 

There  is  n  ^eneraiipn  that  are  pure  in  their  awn  eyis  ;  ani 
yet  is  flat  wajhed  from  their  Jilthinefs. 

[The  feTcnth  Sermon  on  this  text.] 

3"  F  we  knew  what  a  pure  and  holy  God  we  have  to 
^  do  with,  our  own  impurity  would  be  hateful  to  us. 
vd  is  of  purer  eyes  than  that  he  can  behold  iniquity :  we 
are  of  fuch  impure  eyes,  that  we  cannot  behold  his  pu- 
rity. Yea,  though  our  eyes  were  purer  than  they  are  j 
yp t  God  is  fo  perted,  that  we  cannot  fee  his  perfedion : 
even  as  the  fun  is  fo  bright,  that  we  cannot  fee  the 
brightncfs  of  it.  But  as  the  ftronger  the  eye,  the  bet- 
ter fight  will  it  get  of  the  fun  ;  fo,  the  purer  the  foul  is, 
the  more  clearly  will  it  fee  the  holinefs  and  purity  of 
God  :  Bleffhd  are  the  pure^  for  they  Jhallfee  God*  O ! 
what  is  the  reafon,  that  God  is  fa  little  feen,  and  is  fo 
far  out  of  fight,  \yith  the  generation  ?  Why,  th«  gene- 
ration  is  impure  and  defiled ;  and  what  aggravates  the 
matter  prodigioufly,  is,  they  do  not  know  fo  much ; 

*  The  reader  may  fee  this  point  of  doftrine  copioufly  handled, 
l>r  confulting  Vol.  II.  Serm.  XXIII,  &c.  intitled,  La^-death^  Gof- 
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There  is  0  generation  that  are  l>ure  in  their  Qwn  eyes  /  ani 
jet  is  not  wajhed  from  their  fiUhinefs 

Wc  have  already  made  a  very  copious  improvement 
of  this  fubjed,  the  excellency  of  gofpel purity;  it  only  re- 
trains now,  that  we  conclude  tne  fubjedl,  with  a  parti* 
cular  addrefe  to  the  confcience. 

The  feventh  Ufe^  therefore,  that  we  make  o?  the  doc- 
trine, IS  for  exhortation  and  direSlion.  Is  it  fo,  as  has 
been  faid.  That  gofpel  purity  isfo  excellent  a  thing?  Then 
let  me  exhort  you,  in  the  words  of  the  prophet,'  Wafk 
you^  make  you  clean^  Ifa.  i.  16.  Ofeekto  be  waflied  and 
purified  from  your  filthinefs.  Seek  to  be  partakers  of 
this  gofpel  purity  and  bolinefs.  I  have  already  preached 
feveral  fcrmons  upon  this  one  doftrine ;  and  they  may 
not  only  be  fo  many  witnefles,  that  the  doftrine  we  in- 
culcate, is  a  doftrine  according  to  godlinefs^  tending  to 
advance  holinefs,  and  not  to  incourage  licentioufncfs, 
let  reproachcrs  fay  what  they  will ;  but  they  may  be  fo 
many  witnefles  againft  a  polluted  generation,  that  neither 
arc  waftied  from  their  filthinefs,  nor  have  any  defire  to 
be  waflied,  but  are  filthy  fliill. 

Let  me  now  exhort  both  the  wicked  to  fcek  after  pu- 
rity, and  the  godly  to  fcek  after  more  of  it.  As  we  have 
already  infift:ed  fo  long  upon  the  applicatory  part,  I  fliall 
put  both  thefe  together  for  gaining  of  time.  And  to  in- 
forcc  the  exhortation,  we  fliall,  i.  Adduce  fome  motives. 

2.  OScr  fome  diredions. 

ijiy  By  way  of  motive  to  the  fl:udy  of  purity,  confider, 
that  this  gofpel  purity  eminently  tends  to  the  following 
things.  I.  The  glory  of  God.    2.  The  honour  of  Chrift. 

3.  The  credit  of  the  gofpel.     4.  The  good  of  both  our-    . 
fclves  and  others. 

[i.]  This  gofpel  purity  and  holinefs  eminently  tends 
to  the  glory  of  God.  And  it  cannot  fail  to  do  fo,  in  re- 
gard God  himfelf  is  holy  :  holinefs  is  an  eflential  quali- 
ty of  his  nature  ;  impurity  is  the  very  reverfe  thereof : 
fin  is  that  abominable  thing  which  his  foul  hates.  The  more 
impurity  that  there  is  in  the  world,  the  more  is  God 
diflionoured  ;  but  the  more  purity  and  holinefs,  the 
more  is  he  glorified.    As  impurity  \s  ^itv  o\jctv  ^x^ot^^v^x 
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done  to  God ;  fo  external  purity  is  a  glorifying  of  God 
before  the  world:  therefore  fays  our  Lord,  Hereby  is 
my  Father  glorified,  that  you  bear  much  fruit.  And  he  pofi- 
tively  injoins,  that  we  ftiould  make  our  light  fo  to  Jhine 
before  men^  that  they  feeing  our  good  works  may  glorify  our 
heavenly  Father. 

Further,  This  gofpel  purity  tends  to  the  glory  of  God, 
in  as  much  as  it  is  the  end  of  our  eledion ;  for,  he  hkth 
chofen  us  in  him  that  we  fhould  be  holy  and  without  blame. 
He  hath  called  us  hereunto  ;  for,  he  hath  not  called  us 
unto  uncleannefs,  but  hotinefs.  It  is  agreeable  to  his  will ; 
for,  this  is  the  will  ofGod^  even  your  fanSlification.  It  is 
the  livery  in  which  his  fervants  fcrve  him ;  for,  they  fcrve 
him  in  the  beauty  of  holinefs.  It  is  obedience  to  his  com- 
mands, becaufe  it  is  written.  Be  ye  holy j^  for  I  am  holy :  and 
again.  Be  ye  perfe£l  as  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is 
perfeil.  It  is  the  bage  zsxdifpot  of  his  children ;  for,  bolinefs 
becometh  his  houfe  for  ever. 

In  thefe,  and  many  other  refpeds,  gofpel  purity 
tends  to  the  promotion  of  God's  glory.  Why,  in  one 
word,  the  great  and  ultimate  end  of  gofpel  purity  is  juft 
this,  that  whatfoever  you  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God* 
And  this  is  one  of  the  great  marks  and  characleriftics, 
whereby  it  is  diftinguiihed  from  the  fineft  painted  hy- 
pocrify. 

But,  perhaps,  fome  may  be  ready  to  fay,  Howjhall 
I  know,  if  the  glory  of  God  be  my  great  end  in  my  purity 
and  holinefsy  and  all  that  I  do? 

I  confefs,  this  is  the  great  queftion  that  determines 
the  controverfy  between  two  great  competitors,  the  one 
a  pretender,  the  other  a  lawful  fovereign,  viz.  whether 
Self  or  the  great  Jehovah,  be  the  God  to  whom  the 
devotion  of  our  purity  is  paid  ;  whether  God  or  Self  be 
our  ultimate  end.  I  fhall  offer  a  few  thoughts  in  anfwer  * 
to  the  queftion. 

I.  The  man  that  intirely  afts  for  the  glory  of  God, 
in  the  ftudy  of  purity,  he  can  trample  upon  his  owrt 
happinefsy  when  it  comes  in  competition  with  the  glory 
of  God :  he  fees  this  to  be  of  more  worth  than  a  thou- 
iand  heavens  ;  and  therefore,  the  felf-denied  believer, 
before  the  glory  of  God  ftvouXd  ^xiSc^^  ^ould^  in-  a 
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manner,  venture  his  all,  though  the  venture  would 
never  be  to  his  Ipfs^  Blot  me  ouf  of  thy  baok^  fays  Mofes. 
Let  me  be  accurfed^  faith  Paul.  Why,  the  thing  that 
prompted  them  to  this,  was  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God. 
a.  If  the  glory  of  God  be  your  great  end,  in  the  ftu- 
dy  of  holinefs,  and  all  you  do,  all  your,  duties,  then 
your  defire  wilLbe  to  luait  on  the  Lord  in  times  of  ab- 
fcnce,  as  well  as  in  times  of  prefence.  Out  of  the  deepths 
will  you  cry  to  God ;  and  out  of  the  belly  of  hell  will 
you  look  again  to  his  holy  temple.  /  will  wait  upon  the 
.  Lordi  that  hideth  himfelf  from  the  houfe  of  Jacobs  and 
will  look  for  him^  Ifa.  viii.  17.  When  felf  hath  no  en- 
couragement in  its  hand,  even  then  to  glorify  God,  by 
waiting  on  him  obedientially,  evidences  that  the  glory, 
of  God.  is  the  end  aimed  at ;  even  when  the  foul  is  con- 
tent to  live  by  faith,  when  fenfe  is  gone. 

3.  When  pne  hath  God*s  glory  for  his  end,  in  the 
ftudy  of  hofinefs,  then  the  more  ajfurance  he  hath  of 
the  love  of  God  in  Chrift,  the  more  earneft  is  he  in  the 
purfuit  of  purity  jind  holinefs.  As  he  grows  in  God's 
iiavour,  fo  will  he  grow  in  likenefs  to  God.  Affurancc 
will  not  make  him  flothful  in  buftnefsy   but  fervent  in 

^  fpirit^  ferving  the  Lord.  It  is  otherwife  with  the  felfifh 
'  hypocrite;  his  falfe  afTurance  weakens  his  hand,  and 
flackens  his  diligence  in  duty:  becaufe  he  thinks  his 
ftate  fecure,  he  takes  his  nap.  Why,  fo  far  the  glory 
of  God  \g  not  his  end,  but  felf-love.  Something  of  this 
may  take  place  indeed  in  the  believer :  but  I  fpeak  of 
the  natural,  fruit  of  his  aflurance ;  and  efpecially  the 
more  clear  it  is,  the  more  earneft  will  he  be  in  the 
purfuit  of  holinefs,  and  the  more  diligent  in  the  Lord's 
work,  knowing  that  his  labour  fhall  not  be  in  vain  in  the 
Lord. 

4.  If  the  glory  of  God  be  your  great  end,  in  feeking 
after  gofpel  purity,  then  you  will  have  a  conftant  con-^ 
Jiid  with  felf :  you  will  find  felf  creeping  in,  and  intrud- 
ing itfelr  into  all'  duties ;  into  your  prayers,  hearing, 
reading,  praifing,  communicating,  &c.  It  will  be  a 
burden  to  you :  O  wretched  man  that  I  am  !  who  Jhall 
deliver  me  from  this  body  of  fin  and  deaths  The  fie  fly 
lufieth  againfl  the  fpirit,  and  the  fpirit  fl^ainfV  tloe  ftefb  \ 

\     Vol.  L     ^  Hhh  and 
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end  thefe  two  are  contrary  the  one  t&  the  oiben^^O  there- 
fore ftudy  holinefs,  fcek  after  gofpel  purity,  becaufe  it 
fo  much  tends  to  the  glory  of  God. 

[2.]  Confider,  for  motive  to  feek  after  this  gofpel  pu- 
rity, that  it  greatly  tends  to  the  honour  ofChriJi.  Chrift's 
errand  into  the  world  was  to  fave  finners  from  their  im- 
purity and  fm  ;  He  came  to  feek  and  fave  that  which  was 
loji  ;  and  to  ^ni^  tranfgrejjionj  and  make  afi  end  of-Jiru 
He  flied  his  precious  blood  to  be  alaver  forwalhing  away 
all  filthinefs  of  the  flefli  and  fpirit ;  for,  his  blood  cleanf 
eth  from  all  fin  :  and  heftcffered  without  the  gate  that  he 
might  fandify  the  people.  The  more  purity  and  holinefs 
.  that  abounds  in  the  world,  the  more  doth  Chrift  fee  of 
the  travel  of  his  foulj  and  is  fatisfied.  The  more  impu- 
nity that  prevails,  the  more  is  his  blood  trampled  upon; 
but  the  more  purity  that  takes  place,  the  more  is  the 
virtue  arid  efficacy  of  his  blood  manifefted ;  and  confe- 
quently  he  is  the  more  honoured.  The  impure  perfon  is 
?L  diflionour  to  Chrift ;  but  the  holy  man  bears  a  refem- 
blance  to  him,  and  fo  puts  honour  upon  him. 

Further,  That  gofpel  purity,  wherever  it  takes  place, 
tends  mightily  to  the  honour  of  Chrift,  will  appear  if  we 
confider  the  folloAving  particulars. 

1.  This  gofpel  purity  is  juft  an  imitation  of  Chrift  as 
an  example  ;  for,  he  gave  us  an  example^  that  wejhould 
folloiv  his  fieps.     It  is  an  anfwering  of  the  defign  of  that 

copy,  pattern,  and  example  which  he  fet  before  us :  it 
is  a  following  of  the  Lamb  whitherfoever  he  goeth ;  a 
cleaving  to  him  in  tribulation  and  adverfity,  as  well  as 
in  profperity. 

2.  Becaufe  it  flows  from  love  to  Chrift,  and  an  high 
eftimation  of  him  :  I  fay,  this  purity  flows  from  love  to 
him.  And  thofe  who  love  this  purity,  however  unholy 
they  fee  themfelves  to  be,  they  love  him  the  better,  on 
account  of  the  holy  pattern  he  has  given  them  ;  the 
better,  that  he  was  holj^  harmlefs^  undefiled^  and  fepa- 
rated  from  finners.  It  is  a  good  fign  of  fome  gofpel  ho- 
linefc,  when  the  foul  can  fay,  he  loves  God,  becaufe  he 
is  a  holy  God ;  and  loves  Chrift,  becaufe  he  is  a  holy 
Chrift.  This  purity  flows  from  an  high  eftimation  of 
Chrift,   whatever  thofe  who  have  it  may  lofe  for  his 
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fake,  and  for  cleaving  to  his  truth,  caufe,  and  way,  in 
purfuit  thereof.  It  is  a  good  fign  of  gofpel  puritywhen 
a  man  is  teofing  his  honour,  credit^  riches,  wealth,  and 
outward  2tdVantages  for  Chrift,  and  yet  retains  an  high 
cfteem  of  him :  fiich  a- man  is  felling  .all  for  Chrift,  the 
pearl  of  great  price  ;  and  efteeming  the  reproach  ofChriJi 
greater  riches  than  all  the  treafures  of  Egypt.  He  hath, 
the  glory  and  honour  of  Chrift  in  view,  and  wants  to. 
promote  it. 

3.  This  gofpel  purity  tends  to  the  honour  of  Chrift,, 
becaufe  in  the  ftudy  and  purfuit  of  it,  the  foul  defires 
nothing  more  than  perfeft  conformity  to  him,  and  full 
enjoyment  of  him.  The  breathings  of  the  foul,  under 
the  influences  of  this  gofpel  purity,  are,  "  O  to  have 
**  'that  which  is  in  part  done  away  !  O  to  be  like  unto 
*'  him  in  humility,  patience,  zeal,  and  unblatnable- 
*'  nefs  !  O  to  be  like  him  in  holinefs,  and  to  fe^  him 
"  as  he  is  I" 

4.  This  purity  tends  to  the  honour  of  Chrift,  becaufe 
all  the  believer^^s  efforts,  in  profecution  of  it,  are  iti  a 
dependance  on  Chrift's  ftrength :  If^e  are  not  fufficient 
of  ourfelves,  to  thtfik  any  thing  as  of  ourfelves  ;  but  our 
fufficiency  is  ofGod.  When  I  am  weak^  then  am  IJlron^. 
I  can  do  all  things  through  Chrijl  Jlrengthening  me.  And 
fo  the  believer  fubfcribes\  with  heart  and  hand,  to  the 
tiuth  of  thefe  blcffed  words?  that  proceeded  out  of  his 
mouth,  John  xv.  5.  For  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing. 
And  to  that  precious  promife,  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  My  grace 
'  is  fufficient  for  thee  ;  for  my  firength  ts  made  perfed  in  thy 
weaknefs. 

5.  This  purity  tends  to  Chrift's  honour,  becaufe  that, 
in  pf&fecution  thereof,  and  the  duties  that^advance  it, 
nothing  fliort  of  Chriji  himfelf  will  fia.tisfy  the  believer. 
The  man  can  diftinguifh  between  Chrift  in  a  duty,  and 
liberty  or  a  frame  in  duty ;  between  Chrift  in  prayer, 
and  a  frame  in  prayer.  The  hypocrite,  if  he  gets  the 
frame,  there  he  refts  content,  without  any  other  Chrift : 
but  the  believer,  though  he  loves  a  good  frame,  and 
defires  liberty  in  duty,  as  the  chariot  in  which  Chrift  is 
conveyed  to  his  foul  j  yet  he  will  not  Ssii\%^  \C\Ycvldl  ^\x^ 
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the  chariot,  if  Chrift  be  not  therein.  **  O,  feys  he,  it 
*'  is  not  a  frame  only,  but  Chrift  that  I  am  feeking ; 
*'  and  Chrift  that  I  muft  have  !  Give  me  Chrift,  or 
*'  elfe  I  die  1"  To  be  content  with  any  enjoyment,  tem- 
.  pbral,  or  fpiritual,  without  Chrift  is  felfifli,  and  dero- 
gating from  the  glory  of  Chrift,  which  is  the  ultimate 
end. 

6.  This  gofpel  purity  tends  to  the  honour  of  Chrift, 
in  a^  much  as  the  ftudents  of  holinefs  wrap  up  all  their 
holy  Juties  in  the  robe  of  his  perfed  righteoufn$Js.  They 
fee  and  are  perfuaded,  that  their  moft  holy  duties  can- 
not juftify  them  before  a  holy  God  ;  and  therefore  they 
caft  all  their  tears,  prayers,  and  duties,  into  the  ocean 
of  Chrift 's  infinite  merit ;  and  there  they  dye  them  red 
'  in  the  precious  blood  of  the  Lamb,  that  they  may  fly 
up  to  heaven  with  acceptance,  in  pillars  of  fmoke,  per- 
fumed with  the  fweet  odour  of  his  facrifice  unto  the 
death. 

Many  other  things  might  here  be  added  to  inforce  this 
motive ;  fuch  as,  the  predeftinated  conformity  of  the 
fubjefts  of  this  fanftity  to  Chrift,  Rom.  viii.  29. ;  the 
lamenefs  of  mind  in  them  that  was  in  Chrift,  Phil.  ii.  5. ; 
wixh  other  particulars  :  but  we  infift  not.—  Let  this  mo- 
tive have  weight  with  you  to  ftudy  purity,  that  it  tends 
fo  much  to  the  honour  of  Chrift. 

[3.3  Confider,  by  way  of  motive,  that  as  purity 
greatly  tends  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  honour  of 
Chrift ;  fo  alfo  to  the  credit  of  the  gofpeL  Impurity  brings 
a  reproach  on  religion:  and  an  unholy  profeffor  is  a  dif- 
crcdit  to  the  Chriftian  name.  Nothing  can  bring  a' 
greater  reproach  upon  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  than  the 
immoral  lives  of  its  profeffors.  The  very  end  and  defign 
of  the  gofpel  is  to  promote  holinefs  and  fanftification  ; 
and  when  purity  and  holinefs  does  not  take  place,  it  is 
an  evidence  the  gofpel  is  doing  little  good ;  and  thefe 
who  profefs  it  are  a  difcredit  unto  it.  The  gofpel  reve- 
lation of  the  grace  of  God  was  defigned  to  teach  men  to 
deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lujls^  and  to  live  foherly^ 
^ri?hteoujly^  and  godly.  And  it  ought  to  be  the  ftudy  of 
ail  who  henr  it,  to  evident,  by  their  holy  deportment, 
that  it  iiatli  come  to  theih,  not  in  "juord  on(^;^  bwt  lu  de- 

monjlration 
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fnonjiraiion  of  the  Spirit j  and  with  power.     Hereby  the 
profeffors  of  the  gofpel  will  be  a  credit  thereto. 

Further,  That  purity  will  tend  to  the  credit  of  the 
gofpel,  will  be  evident,  if  it  is  confidered,  that  this  e- 
vangelical  purity  is,  i.  The  purity  of  fuch  as  are  in  a 
gofpel  ftate.  ^.  Purity  that  flows  from  gofpel  princi- 
ples. 3.  Purity  that  is  influenced  by  gofpel  motives. 
4.  Purity  that  is  direded  to  a  gofpel  end. 

1.  This  holinefs  and  purity  is  for  the  credit  of  the 
gofpel,  in  as  much  as  it  is  the  purity  of  fuch  only  as  are 
in  a  gofpel  fiate.  For,  as  it  is  only  a  good  tree  that 
brings  forth  good  fruit ;  fo,  none  but  the  true  believer, 
that  is  in  a  good  ftate,  can  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  true 
holinefs.  By  a  gofpel  ftate,  I  underftand  a  fpirltual 
ftate,  a  ftate  of  union  to  Chrift,  a  juftified  ftate,  an  a- 
dfopted  ftate,  a  renewed  ftate:  without  this  no  right 
fandity,  no  evangelical  purity. 

2.  It  is  purity  that  flows  from  gofpel  principles.  The 
proud  legalift^s  fanftity  flows  from  legal  principles,  the 
principles  of  his  own  inherent  ftrength,  felf-fufEciency, 
and  the  like :  but  gofpel  purity  flows  from  gofpel  prin- 
ciples. The  believers  holy  duties  are  performed  in  the 
ftrength  of  gofpel  grace,  promifed  grace  ;  the  ftrength 
of  Chrift  laid  hold  on  by  faith  :  Having  the/e  promifes, 
dearly  beloved,  let  us  cleanfe  ourfelves  from  all  filthinefs 
oftheflefhandfpirit,  2  Cor.  vii.  i. 

3.  This  purity  is  influenced  by  gofpel  motives.  The 
greateft  gofpel  motive  of  the  believer's  holinefs,  is  the 
will  of  Qod  in  Chrift,  and  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift.— 
The  will  of  God  in  Chrift,  through  whofti  the  will  of 
God  is  conveyed,  he  being  the  channel  of  divine  autho- 
rity :  whereas,  the  legalift's  motive  to  holinefs  is  the 
will  of  an  abfolute  God,  God  confidered  as  Creator,  out 
of  Chrift  as  Redeemer. — The  hve  of  God  in  Chrift, 
and  the  believer's  love  to  a  God  in  Chrift,  is  alfo  the  grerrt 
gofpel  motive  to  holinefs ;  and  not  flavifli  fear  of  the 
threatenings,  and  of  hell,  nor  the  mercenary  hopes  of 
heaven  and  happinefs,  which  are  the  motives  that  legalifts 
are  afted  by.  ^^ 

4.  This  gofpel  purity  is  direaB^to  a  gofpel  end.  Tl\e. 
believer's  end  m  this  purity  is  notiSi^bl^AXvYv^e^^vo  ^xc^- 
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cure  pardon,  and  merit  the  enjoyment  of  God  ;  but  to 
evidence  his  gratitude  to  that  God  who  halb  provided  all 
thefe  valuable  bleflings  freely  to  him.  The  end  of  this 
purity  is  not  to  fatisfy  confcience,  appeafe  wrath,  or  the 
like  ;  but  to  glorify  a  God  in  Chrift,  and  exprefs  our 
thankfulnefs  to  him  for  Chrift,  his  unfpcakablc  gift,  and 
all  fpiritual  bleflings  in  and  with  him. 

From  thefe,  and  the  like  confiderations,  it  is  evident, 
that  this  purity  is  for  the  credit  of  the  gofpel.  Let  them, 
therefore,  have  their  proper  weight  with  you,  to  excite  you 
to  prefs  sitcr  holinefs,  and  to  be  aftual  ftudents  of  goijpel 
purity. 

[^4.3  In  order  to  excite  to  the  ftudy  of  holinefs  and 
purity,  let  it  be  confidcied,  that  it  greatly  tends  bolh 
to  our  (nvn  good^  and  that  of  others^ 

I.  Confider  how  much  this  purity  and  holinefs  tends 
to  your  own  good  and  advantage ^  in  order  to  influence, 
you  to  be  ftudents  of  it.  A  variety  of  particulars  might 
here  be  taken  notice  of ;  but  we  (hall  ftudy  brevity. — 
Confider,  that  the  more  of  this  evangelical  purity  you 
have,  the  more  will  God  give  to  you  ;  for,  the  Lord  wfU 
give  grace  and  glory,  and  no  good  thing  will  he  withhold 
from  them  that  walk  uprightly y  Pfel.  Ixxxiv.  ii. — The 
more  of  this  purity,  the  more  joy  and  comfort  wiil  you 
have*  It  will  make  you  walk  to  heaven  comfortably. 
In  the  path  of  holinefs  you  will  ftill  fee  more  and  moce  of 
the  love  of  God;  which  will  make  your  fouk  to  rejoice, 
and  you  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord  with  cheaf- 
fulncfs  :  For^'  they  that  walk  in,  the  fear  of  the  Lord^  walk 
in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghojiy  Ads  ix.  31.  -  The  more 
gofpel  purity,  the  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  God's 
fecrccs  ;  for,  the  fecret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  tba^  fear 
him^  affd  he  ivill  Jhew  them  his  covenant,  Pfal.  xxv.  14.— 
The  more  evangelical  purity,  the  more  pleafure  and  de- . 
light  will  you  take  in  the  duties  of  religion,,  and  the 
more  acceptable  will  your  fervices  be  to  God  :  He  will 
purify  the  fons  of  Levi  ;  then  fh all  the  offering  ofjudah 
and  Jerufalem  be  pleafant  to  the  Lord,  Mal>  iii.  ?>  4. — 
The  more  of  purity,  the  more  boldnefs  and  courage  will 
you  have  in  the  work  flfl  caufe  of  God  ;  for,  the  righte- 
ous is  bold  as  a  lion.  ItwWWiA^xcvfc^owt  xt.'A'a.^^iiailfin,  and 
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for  God.  It  will  make  you  trample  on  temptations  to 
fin  ;  faying,  with  Jofeph,  How  Jhall  I  do  this  great 
wickednefsy  and  ftn  againji  God?  It  will  contemn  and 
dcipifc  all  dangers,  rather  than  (lain  your  purity  by  fin- 
ful  compliances ;  as  Ezra,  Nehcmiah,  Daniel,  the  three 
children,  and  many  others  did.-  In  a  word,  the  more  of 
this  gofpel  purity  you  have,  the  more  fellowjhip  with 
God  here,  and  the  meeter  for  the  enjoyment  of  him  here- 
after ;  for,  blejfed  are  the  pure  in  hearty  and  life ;  for 

they  Jhall  fee  God,  Mat.  v.  8. Let  thefe  particulars 

have  their  proper  influence  upon  you,  to  prefs  you  on 
to  further  and  higher  degrees  of  this  evangelical  purity 
and  holinefs. 

2.  In  order  to  excite  you  to  the  ftudy  of  purity,  con- 
fider  likewife  the  tendency  it  hath  to  the  good  and  ad- 
vantage of  others. — Why,  the  more  gofpel  purity,  the 
f^taXcr  flock  you  have ;  and  the  richer  of  this  grace  you 
are,  the  more  will  it  tend  to  the  benefit  of  your  friends 
JBind  acquaintances,  and  to  your  neighbours  around  you ; 
as  your  holy  work  may  induce  them  to  the  praftice  of 
it.— The  more  holy  you  are,  and  the  richer  of  gofpel 
purity,  the  greater  influence  will  your  holinefs  have  in 
making  the  wicked  ftand  in  awe  to  fin,  and  keeping 
them  back  from  diflionouring  God  ;  nay,  exciting  them 
to  a  profeflion  of  religion,  and  fomething  of  the  praftice 
of  duty.  You  fee  what  influence  this  way  the  fanSity 
of  holinefs  of  godly  Jofhua,  and  his  co-temporary  elders, 
had  upon  the  children  of  Ifrael,  Judges  ii.  7.  And  what 
'  influence  Jehoiadah's  fanftity  had  upon  Joafli,  king  of 
Judah,  2  Chron.  xxiv.  2.~  Nay,  further,  confider  that 
eminency  of  purity  is  fometimes  a  blefled  mean  to  re- 
commend the  ways  of  God  and  religion  to  fuch  as  are 
fl:rahgers  thereto  ;  For^  what  knoweft  thou,  O  wife,  whe^ 
ther  thou  fh alt  fave  thy  husband?  Or,  how  knoweft  thou^  O 
man^  whether  thou  fhalt  fave  thy  wife  ?  i  Cor.  vii.  1 6. 
See  I  Pet.  iii.  i,  2. — Befides,  eminency  in  gofpel  purity 
tends  to  ward  off  judgments,  or  protrad  them  from  fall- 
ing on  perfons  and  places  where  the  godly  live  :  accord- 
ingly the  Lord  declares  to  Abraham,  that  if  there  was 
found  in  Sodom  but  teji  righteous  perfons,  he  would  not 
defiroy  it  for  their  fake,  Gen.  xxxvVu.  31.  ^yj^\N\t.'axc\2i.xr 
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ing  conflagration  was  not  kindled  upon  Sodom^  b  kmg 
as  righteous  Lot  lingered  in  it :  Hq/ie  thee^  £udi  the  angd 
to  Lot ;  bajie  thee  thitber^  [namely,  to  Zpar';]/^  I^Mm 
not  do  any  thing  till  thou  be  come  thither^  Gen^  xix.  %%. 
And  prefently,  upon  LoiTa  departure  out  of  it,  the  flaunts 
of  hell  from  heaven  began  to.  bum  upon  the  ddcs  of 
the  plain ;  as  you  fee  in  the  following  verfes, — Some* 
times  this  gofpel  purity  tends  to  draw  down  bleffin^s  oo 
perfons  and  places'where  the  godly  live :  accordingly 
we  find,  that  the  Lord  blejfed  the  Egyptian's  boufe^  [ws. 
Potipher,]  and  ail  that  he  had^  both  in  the  boi^  and  m 
tbe.Jieldj  for  Jofeph^s  fake^  Gen.  xxxix.  5.  Nay,  HuU 
raoh's  family,  court,  and  all  the  land  of  E^ypt,  w3Ct« 
blefled  for  Jofeph's  fake:  for^  while  waftmg  famktt 
fpread  devaftation  among  the  furrounding  nations,  tbcnc 
was  plenty  in  the  land  of  Egypt.  Were  not,  temporal 
ftrokes  averted,  and  Bleilings,  for  a  time,  beftowed  on 
Babylon,  while  the  captives  of  Zion  were  in  it?  Anrf 
^ercfore  the  prophet  exhorts  them,  ToJeekJbefeace  tf 
the  cifyy  and  to  pray  to  the  Lord  for  it^  Jerl  xxix.  7.  A 
candle,'  you  know,  enlightens  a  room ;  but  the  Wi  cn- 
Ughtens  a  world  :  fo,  the  more  eminent  you  are  in' puri- 
ty and  holinefs,  the  brighter  doth  your  lamp  burn,  and 
tne  more  extenfive  do  the  light  therefore  fliine.  John 
the  Baptift  was  eminent  in  holinefs  j  and  hence  we  have 
that  teftimony  of  our  Lord  concerning  him,  namely,  . 
that  he  was  a  burning  andjhining  lights  John  v.  3 5.  .And 
thai  concerning  the  difciples,  31?  are  the  lights  of  the 
worlds  Mat.  V.  14.  That  is,  would  our  Lord  fay,  not 
only  by  your  doflrine^  as  minifters  ;  but  by  your  purity 
and  holinefs^  as  Ghriftians  and  faints.  Nor  is  it  to  difci- 
ples only,  but  to  all,  that  our  divine  Teacher,  come 
from  Go4  and  addreffcs  himfelf  in  that  interefting  ad- 
monition, ver.  16.  Let  your  lljiht  fo  Jhine  before  men^  that 
they  may  fee  your  q^ood  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
is  in  heaven.  Nay,  what  if  I  ihould  fay,  that  by  your, 
purity  and  holinefs  you  may  increafe  the  joy  of  men  and 
angels  in  heaven ;  and  if  fo,  the  greater  degree' of  this 
purity  you  attain,  the  frreater  tendency  it  will  have  this 
way.  Why,  the  holinefs  and  purity  tends  to,  and,  thro' 
the  blcfling  of  God^  \^  ^  m^^\\  o(  \\v^  cmvcrjton  of  Jin- , 
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ners  from-  the  error  and  evil  of  their  way^  James  v.  19, 
20.  AxiA.  t\ic  converfton^  ox  repentance^  of  one  ftnnery  or 
one  loft  flieep,  affords  joy  in  heaven  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  celeftial  manfions,  Luke  xv.  7,  10. 

From  all  which  it  is  evident,  what  tendency  this  e- 
vangelical  purity  hath  to  the  good  of  others ;  and  that 
the  higher  meafures  thereof  you  have,  the  greater  ten- 
dency it  will  have  this  way.  Let  this  motive,  therefore, 
fcrve  to  excite  you  to  prefs  after  further  and  higher  de-  r 
grees  thereof. 

idly^  We  propofed  to  conclude  this  ufe  of  exhortati- 
on by  giving  fome  directions.  We  might  here,  i .  Offer 
you  fome  general  direftions  how  to  attain  this  gofpel 
purity*  a.  Some  more  particular  direftions  how  to  ?nain^ 
tain  iti 

{]i«[]  The  general  diredions  we  oflfer  for  attaining  this 
gofpel  purity,  are  thefe  follow. 

I.  If  you  would  attain  this  gofpel  pUrity,  O  laboiii^ 
to  be  fenfible  of  your  abfolute  impotency^  weaknefs^  and 
inability  for  the  duties  of  religion :  be  convinced  of  your 
natural  impotency,  and  moral  impotency ;  be  perfuad- 
ed  that  you  are  all  together  without  ftrength  ;  and  that 
if  God  would  give  you  a  heaven,  a  paradife,  a  Chrift 
for  one  thought,  you  could  not  command  it ;  no  :  Of 
ourfelves^  as  ourfehes^  faith  the  apoftle,  even  though  con- 
verted, we  cannot  think  any  things  2  Cor.  iii.  5.  I  war- 
rant you,  Paul  was  a  better  philofopher  than  many  now- 
a-days,  pretending  to  great  things :  no  doubt  he  knev/ 
that  the  foiil  was  ever  thinking,;  and  yet,  faith  he,  one 
thought  I  cannot  command ;  I  cannot  bring  it  forth,  till 
the  almighty  grace,  of  God  doit.  Let  people  talk  of 
.man*s  power  as  they  will ;  and  lay  afide  the  Bible,  which 
is  full  of  argument  to  the  contrary  ;  I  am  fure,  if  they 
have  any  experience  under  heaven,  they  will  find  they 
want  power  to  perform  many  thoufand  duties  which 
God  hath  called  them  to  praftife.  The  Arminians  are 
fo  far  convinced  of  this,  that  they  are  driven  to  feveral 
ihifts  ;  and  talk  of  a  remote  power,  and  not  an  immediate 
power  to  fome  things.  It  is  plain,  that  man,  by  nature, 
is  without  ftrength ;  and  it  is  exprcfs  fcripturc,  Without 
me  ye  can  do  nothing,  John  xv,  5,   It  ii  fc.id  to  tbx  d\fc.\r 

VoL.L  lii  ^^-'^^ 
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pies,  already  in  a  ftatc  of  grace,  that  without  him  ye  can 
do  nothing;  much  r.ore  may  it  be  faid  of  all  the  uncon- 
verte'd.  Be  feiifible  of  this  then,  that  you  cannot  be- 
lieve, you  cannot  repent,  you  cannot  pray,  you  cannot 
mortify  fm  of  yourfelves.  Alid  this  impotency  is  not  on- 
ly a  mere  want  of  power,  but  a  want  of  will :  it  is  a  curf- 
ed  moral  impotency,  a  wilful  impotency.    , 

2.  Seek  regeneration.  If  you  b,e  not  good  trees  you 
cailnot  bring  forth  good  fruit :  if  you  be  not  converted, 
if  you  be  not  united  to  Chrift,  if  you  be  not  bom  again, 
if  you  have  not  the  habit  of  grace,  you  cannot  brmg 
forth  good  fruit :  you  muft  be  united  to  the  Son  of  God, 
and  derive  ftrength  from  him.  The  foundation  of  gof- 
pel  purity  muft  be  laid  in  union  to  Chrift,  and  a  new 
nature  ;  for,  they  that  are  in  the  flejh  cannot  pleafe  God> 
It  is  true,  that  one  that  knows  himfelf  to  be  in  a  ftatc  of 
nature,  is  not  to  negled  duty  and  means;  fuch  as, 
reading,  praying,  hearing  the  word  preached,  and  the 
like,  which  God  calls  all  unto :  but  let  none  content 
themfelves  with  thefe  performances,  without  a  new  na- 
liature  ;  for,  as  fure  as  God  liVes,  this  way  of  doing 
will  never  bring  you  to  heaven  :  Except  a  man  be  bom 
again^  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  ofGodj  John  iii.  3. 
Therefore  cry,  Lord,  create  in  me  a  clean  hearty  and  re- 
71CIV  a  right  fpirit  within  me^  Pfalm  li.  10. 

3.  Make  and  keep  friendfliip  with  the  Holy  Ghq/iy  if 
you  would  attain  this  gofpel  purity :  he  is  not  only  call- 
ed holy,  becaufe  of  his  ejfential  holinefs  ;  for  thus  the 
Father  is  the  holy  Spirit,  ^nd  the  Son  is  the  holy  Spirit : 
but  he  is  called  holy  alfo  for  his  office ;  becaufe  it  is  his 
fpecial  work  to  make  people  holy.  Be  at  friendfhip  with 
the  Holy  Ghoft  :  do  not  quench  him  ;  do  not  grieve  him  ; 
do  not  rejiji  him  ;  do  not  rebel  againft  him, ;  do  not 
withjland  him  in  his  motions,  &c.  Beware,  lefi  by  thefe, 
or  any  fuch  means,  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  you  be  fet  at 
odds.  O  Sirs,  ftiould  you  not  live  near  him  who  can 
make  you  holy  ? 

[2.]  The  particular  directions  I  would  offer,  efpecial- 
ly  with  refpeft  to  the  maintaining  of  this  gofpel  puritv,  I 
fliall  fum  up  in  thefe  two  generals,  i .  Rightly  to  ufe  the 

ruU 
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rK/<  of  gofpel  purity.  2.  Diligently  to  ply  the  means 
thereof. 

DireH.  I.  In  order  to  the  maintaining  of  gofpel  puri- 
ty, rightly  ufe  the  rule  of  it.  The  rule' of  it  is  the  law. 
If  it  is  a&cd,  Htytv  are  we  to  ufe  this  rule  f  We  might 
reply,  You  are  to  ufe  \i  fairly  and  evamelically. 

(i.)  You  are  to  ufe  this  ryxlc  fairly.  If  the  law  do  its 
proper  work  upon  you,  Sirs,  it  will  drive  ypu  to  the  gof* 
pel  as  a  remedy ;  and  if  the  gofpel  deal  favingly  with 
you,  it  will  lead  you  to  the  law  as  a  rule :  but  many 
mifplace  this  rule,  and  do  not  ufe  it  fairly. 

1.  Some  judge  of  themfelves  by  the  >^i2^of  the  law, 
and  not  by  the  whole :  they  love  one  part  of  the  l^w,  but 
not  another ;  and  they  are  fure  to  look  to  that  part  of 
the  lawj  that  they  think  makes  for  them,  and  overlook 
$bsLt  part  that  makes  againft  them  :  but  this  is  not  fair 
dealing;  for  people  are  to  judge  themfelves  by  the 
whole  of  it.  It  was  the  falfe  mother  that  was  for  divid- 
ing the  child :  fo,  the  falfe  Chriftian  is  for  dividing  one 
part  of  the  law  from  another. 

2.  Some  again  judge  themfelves  by  the  outjide  of  the 
law,  and  not  the  infide  thereof ;  by  the  letter,  and  not 
by  the  fpirit  of  it.  This  was  the  error  of  the  man  who 
faid,  ^11  thefe  things  have  I  done  from  my  youth  up.  He 
did  not  confider  the  infide  and  fpirituality  of  the  law,  o- 
therwife  he  would  have  cried  out,  with  David,  /  have 
feen  an  end  of  all  perfeBion  ;  but  thy  commandment  is  ex- 
ceeding broad :  it  reaches  the  thoughts  of  the  heart,  as 
well  as  the  anions  of  the  life.  And  therefore,  ye  do 
not  ufe  Ft  fairly,  unlefs  you  make  ufe  of  the  infide  as 
well  as  the  outfide  ;  both  fides  of  the  law. 

3.  Some  again  they  bring  down  this  rule  to  their  prac- 
fice,  but  will  not  bring  up  their  praSicc  to  the  rule  / 
and  thefe  do  not  ufe  the  rule  fairly :  thus  many  make 
God's  law  to  juftify  their  corrupt  pradices  and  fins. 
They,  if  we  may  be  allowed  the  expreflion,  make  a  nofe- 
wax  of  the  law,  and  mould  it  to  their  own  corrupt  fancy. 

4.  Others  again,  they  juftify  themfelves  before  they 
apply  the  rule^  but  do  not  apply  the  rule  before  they  juf* 
tify  themfelves.  They  have  a  gopd  opinion  of  them- 
felves J  they  are  determined  already  ^.bout  l\\ox  &^\.^^ 

Ilia  \i^ici\^ 
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before  they  come  to  the  rule  :  they  are  fettled  on  their 
lees,  and  fo  cannot  believe  a  word  that  the  law  fays  a- 
gaijift  them,  becaufe  they  juftify  themfelves  before  they 
apply  the  rule.  This  is  not  a  fair  ufing  of  the  law:  let 
us  ufe  it  fairly,  and  look  on  it,  not  as  many  do,  as  a 
fountain  of  jujlificdtion,  but  as  the  rule  of  adion.  And 
this  leads  me, 

(2.)  To  the  other  particular,  i>iz.  to  ufe  the  rule  of 
gofpel  purity  evangelically.  It  may  poffibly  be  aiked, 
How  /hall  -we  ufe  the  rule  evangelically  ?  To  this  wc  re- 
ply, in  the  following  particulars. 

1.  If  you  would  ufe  the  law  in  agofpei  manner,  at- 
tempt not  obedience  to  it  in  your  own  ftrcngth.  Under 
the  covenant  of  works,  indeed,  we  were  to  obey  by  the 
ftrength  of  inherent  grace  :  But  now  we  are  called '  to 
lay  hold  on  Chrift,  as  our  ftrength  ;  and  to  obey  by 
the  ftfength  of  derived  grace  aflifting  us.     ^ 

2.  If  you  would  ufe  the  law  in  a  gofpel  manner,  feek 
not  peace  by  your  obedience  and  fanftity :  when  you 
have  done  all  you  can,  even  through  grace,  you  mnft 
go  out  of  your  own  obedience  to  the  obedience  of  ano- 
ther for  peace.  Believers  themfelves  are  often-times  tick- 
led with  their  own  performances,  even  though  they  pro^ 
fefs  to  abhore  juftification  by  works. 

3.  If  you  would  ufe  the  law  in  a  gofpel  manner,  let 
not  the  duty  the  law  requires,  or  the  difcovery  the  law 
makes,  hinder  you  to  embrace  the  offer  that  the  gofpel 
makes.  The  gofpel  offers  Chrift  as  a  hufband  ;  the  law 
faith,  Thou  art  a  black  finner,  an  unfit  match  for  fuch 
a  humfband.  The  gofpel  offer  is,  that  you  buy  the  eye^ 
filve^  white  raiment^  and  tried  gold.    The  law  tells  thee, 

chou  haft  nothing  to  buy  with.  Now,  you  ufe  the  law  e- 
vangeliv-Tally,  when  you  fay.  Black  as  I  am,  I  embrace 
the  offer  of  fuch  a  hufband ;  he  can  make  me  beautiful 
through  his  comeKnefs.  Poor  as  I  am,  I  embrace  the 
offer  of  his  eye-falve.  There  is  riches  enough  in  Chrift 
for  me  ;  and  I  fee  he  invites  me  to  buy  without  moneys  and 
without  price  ;  and  to  take  the  water  of  life  freely. 

4.  If  you  v/ould  ufe  the  law  evangelically,  then  look 
not  on  the  law  as  the  fountain  of  jufiifi cation^  nor  yet  as 
tf.c  fountain  offirev^h  ;.b\jLl  otv\^  ?l^  vVvc^  ^.xxdard  of  duty : 
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and  therefore  yoti  will  ufe  it  in  a  gofpel  manner,  if  you 
make  a  xonftant  journey  between  Chrift  and  the  law ; 
looking  to  him  for  righteoufnefs  andjlrengtb,  who  is  the 
fountain  of  both;  righteoufiiefs,  for  your  acceptance  j 
and  ftrength,  for  your  affiftancc,  in  every  piece  of  obe- 
dience to  the  law.  Here  is  the  fhort  road  to  glory :  the 
law  forces  the  man  to  Chrift  to  be  flickered  by  him ; 
and  Chrift  fends  him  back  again  to  the  law  to  be  ruled 
by  it :  and  the  man,  in  ufing  this  rule,  looks  to  Chrift 
in  the  gofpel,  for  righteoufnels  and  ftrength*  In  a  word, 
let  the  main  ftrefs  be  laid  upon  the  gofpel,  efpecially 
when  you  are  brought  to  an  extremity ;  when  there 
feems  to  be  a  contrariety  between  the  law  and  the  gof- 
pel. When  the  law  fays.  Thy  hope  is  perijhed  from  the 
Lord ;  and  the  gofpel  faith.  There  is  hope  in  Ifracl  corin 
ceming  thee ;  and  fliews  the  ground  of  hope  to  be  in 
Chrift,  as  the  Lord  our  right eoufnefs  and  Jlrength  .•  it  is 
fafcft,  in  this  cafe,  to  hearken  moft  to  the  voice  of  the 
gofpel ;  for  there  is  a  pofFibility  of  falvation  this  way, 
but  not  the  other.  Though  you  fliould  have  no  more, 
but  a  may 'be  ye  Jhall  be  hid  ;  venture  upon  the  may-b^^ 
upon  the  peradventure  which  the  gofpel  aflFords :  for, 
hope  is  a  duty,  but  defpair  is  a  fm ;  the  one  honours 
God,  the  other  diflionours  him* 

Dired.  2.  Our  next  direftion  is,  diligently  to  ply  the 
means  of  this  gofpel  purity.  We  fliall  offer  a  few  of 
many  that  might  be  mentioned,  and  fo  clofe. 

1.  One  mean  is,  to  live  by  faith  on  ths  Son  of  God ^  by 
deriving  continual  fupplies  of  grace  and  ftrength  from 
him,  faying,  with  David,  /  will  go  in  the  Jlrength  of  the 
Lord^  making\  mention  cf  thy  righteoufnefs^  even  of  thine 
anly^  Pfalm  Ixxi.  16.  Plead,  by  faith,  the  promife  of 
fanftification ;  that  having  thefepromifes^  you  may  cleanfe 
yourfelves  from  all  filthinefs  of  the  flefh  andfpirit. 

2.  Another  mean  is,  to  fct  the  Lord  always  before  ycitj 
zndfet  a  watch  ever  yourfelf  This  was  David's  refolu- 
tion  ;.  I  faid  I  will  take  heed  to  my  ways.  Security  will 
betray  you  into  the  hands  of  enemies  ;  but,  blejfed  is 
the  fervant  whom  his  Lord,  when  he  comcth,  Jhall  fjid 
watching. 

3.  Another  mean  i.^,   to  take  care  of  rfijcfoar^in^  llje 
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facred  duties  that  he  calls  you  to.  The  fcripture  gives 
great  encouragement  to  this ;  ney  that  waitm  the  Lord 
^  Jball  renew  their  Jirength.  The  more  that  a  man  minds 
divine  ordinances,  in  fecrct,  private,  and  public,  in  o- 
bedience  to  God's  command,  and  dependance  on  God's 
promife,  the  more  ftrength  Ihall  he  receive  to  conquer 
his  fpiritual  enemies,  and  difcharge  his  fpiritual  work, 
God  could  prefcrve  your  bodies  without  food ;  but  he 
will  not,  when  he  aflfords  ordinary  means :  fo,  God 
could  prcferve  your  fouls,  without  ordinances ;  but  he 
will  not,  when  he  gives  opportunity  to  enjoy  them. 
Let  me  fay  to  you,  as  Jacob  to  the  patriarchs,  Behold^ 
I  have  heard,  that  there  is  corn  in  Egypt ;  get  you  down 
thither  end  }>uy^  that  you  may  live  and  not  die :  So,  behold 
you  have  heard,  that  there  is  fpiritual  food  in  the  gof- 
pel ;  our  jofeph  has  his  granary  full  of  com,  go  you 
thither  daily,  by  facred  duties,  that  you  may  live  and 
fiot  die :  for,  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead 
bodily.    And  particularly, 

4.  Another  mean  is,  ^ve  your/elves  unto  prayer :  the 
'praying  Chriftian  is  readily  the  holy  Chriftian.  Pray, 
with  David,  O  that  my  ways  were  direSled  to  keep  thy 
jtatutes  :  Thy  Spirit  is  good,  lead  me  to  the  land  of  up- 
rightnefs.  By  daily  prayer  in  fccret,  and  in  your  femi- 
Hcs,  you  may  get  daily  incomes  for  helping  you  to  this 
gofpel  purity. 

5.  Another  mean  is,  0  fet  about  fubduing  your  predo- 
minant Jins^  through  grace  ;  for  fin  doth  greatly  mar  your 
fanftity.  Caft  the  Jonah  over  board ;  throw  the  Je- 
zebel over  the  window ;  and  ftonc  the  Achan  to  death; 
and,  for  this  end,  call  in  the  aid  and  afliftance  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  ;  for,  if  ye  through  the  Spirit  mortify  the 
deeds  of  the  body,  ye  fhall  live. 

6.  In  a  word.  Labour  to  live  under  a  conjiant  fenfe  of 

iwur  own  fpiritual  wants .^  and  of  the  defefts  of  grace  and 
loiinefs  ;  and  a  fenfe  of  Chrift's  fulnefs :  the  perfuafion 
hereof  will  induce  you  to  come  and  receive  out  of  his 
fulnefs^  grace  for  grace. — If  thefe  means  of  gofpel  purity 
are  diligently  ufed,  it  is  more  than  probable  you  (hall 
be  fuccefsful  tlierein. 

Now, 
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Now,  go  home ;  and  this  evening  cry  to  the  Lord, 
that  he  would  help  you  to  reduce  the  preaching  into 
pradiGC.  Mind  the  good  man's-  faying,  who,  coming 
from  fermon,  was  afked.  If  all  was  done.  He  fetched 
a  deep  figh,  and  faid.  All  was  faidj  but  all  was  not  done. 
Our  preaching  is  not  praftice ;  your  tearing  is  not  prac- 
tice :  thefe  are  only  certain  means,  unto  gofpel  praftice. 
What  is  your  coming  to  the  church,  on  the  Lord's 
day  ?  It  is  like  fervants  coming  to  their  mafter  in  the 
firft  morning  of  the  week,  and  faying,  "  Now,  tell  us 
**  what  Ihall  be  our  week's  work ;  what  fhall  we  do 
*'  this  day,  and  the  next  day,  till  the  next  week 
*'  come  ?"  You  fhould  come  thus  to  Chrift  to  get  your 
or<icr&;  for,  if  you  reft  merely  in  the  hearing,  you  con- 
found the  means  with  the  end,  and  overturn  the  nature 
of  things. 

What  do  you  mean.  Sirs  ?  Why  ftand  you  here  all 
the  day  idle?  Some  of  you  have  done  nothing  for 
God,  nothing  for  your  fouls,  for  the  generation,  fince 
you  came  into  the  world.  Perhaps  you  have  treafured 
up  a  curfed  conqueft  for  your  children,  or  for  your 
unfe ;  and  God  may  blaft  it  when  you  are  in  the  grave, 
and  may  punifli  your  children  for  your  fin  ;  your  child- 
ren on  earth,  and  you  in  hell,  at  the  fame  time,  and 
for  the  fame  fin.  What  have  you  done  for  God  ?  what 
have  you  done  for  the  church  of  God  ?  what  have  you 
done  for  advancing  holinefs  in  your  place  ?  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  Chriil  in  your  ftation  ?  Many  of  you  have  done 
nothing :  fome  of  you  have  done  fomething  ;  but  it  is 
little  :  and  fome  of  you  will  neither  do  nor  let  do  ;  you 
.  hinder  others  in  the  way  of  religion  and  holinefs. 

O  fee  to  it,  man,  woman !  You  are  no  friends  to 
Chrift ;  nay,  you  are  enemies  to  him,  if  you  have  no- 
thing of  this  gofpel  purity  that  I  have  be,en  fpeaking  of. 
O-pray,  pray  that  the  Lord  may  blcfs  to  you  what  hath 
been  faid  on  this  fubjeft,  for  direfting  you  to,  and  pro- 
moting you  in,  true  gofpel  holinefs  : '  and  may  the  Lord 
hear  your  requefts,  and  fulfil  your  defires ;  and  to  his 
great  name  be  all  the  praife. 

SERMON 
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SERMON      XV. 

Pro V.  XXX.  12. 

There  is  a  gencratign  that  are  pure  in  their  <yix)n  eyes  ;  and 
yet  is  not  wajhedfrom  their  Jilt hinefs. 

[The  eighth  Sermon  on  this  text,] 

THE  greateft  ftep  towards  Heaven,  is  to  ftep  out 
of  our  own  door,  and  over  our  own  thremold  ; 
to  go  wholly  out  of  ourfelves,  and  wholly  iii  to  Chrift. 
Inftead  of  going  abroad,  and  out  of  ourfelves,  by  felf- 
denial,  we  naturally  flay  at  home,  by  felf-conceit  and 
proud  imagination  of  oilr  own  excellency  J  T'here  is  a 
generation  that  are  pure  in  ibeir  9v)n  eyes  /  and.  yet  is  not 
sjuajhedfrom  their  Jilthinefs* 

It  is  idolatry  to  wormip  an  holy  angel,  as  well  as  a 
curfed  devil.  To  make  our  'virtues  our  God,  is  idola- 
try, as  well  as  to  make  our  belly  our  God :  nay,  it  ra- 
ther adds  to  the  idolatry ;  becaufe  that  is  ufed  to  rob 
him  of  his  glory,  which  Ihould  have  brought  him  in  the 
greateft  revenew  of  glory.  If  a  man  boafts  of  his  vices 
and  fms,  he  pulls  down  the  throne  of  God,  and  wor- 
fliips  a  devil  t  if  a  man  boafts  of  liis  virtues  and  graces, 
he  pulls  down  the  throne  of  God  ^vith  that  wherewith 
he  fliould  build  it  up ;  and  worfliips  a  golden  image,  a 
golden  calf:  yea,  worfliips  himfelf,  while  he  trufts  in 
his  own  beauty  and  purity.  T'here  is  a  generation  that 
arc  pure  in  their  own  eyes :  and  yet  is  not  waJJocdfrom  their 
Jilthinefs* 

Having  profecuted  the  t^o  firft  obfcrvutions  we  took 
notice  of  from  thcfe  words,  we  now  proceed  to  the  third 
propofition  which  we  obferved  from  them,  namely, 

PocT.  3.  That  felf-conceit  is  incident  to  a  multitude  of 
profejfors. 

Mnny^  who  arc  moft.  im^uxc^  \oc^V  xjc^qw  it.eu\felvcs 
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*a8  pure;   and  labour  under  a  fad  a  woful  deluficm, 
grofs  and  damnable  miflake,   about  the  ilate  and  cafd 
of  their  immortal  fouls. 

The  method  we  lay  down,  for  profecuting  this  ob^ 
fervation,  through  divine  al^ance,  fliall  be  the  follow- 
ing. ^ 

I.  To  prove  and  clear  the  truth  of  the  doftrine. 

n.  Touch  a  little  at  the  nature  of  felf-conceit. 

in.  Enquire  into  l^t^rounds^  caufes^  ^udifprings  of  it. 

IV.  Point  out  the  evil  oi  it,   both  in  rcfpeQ:  of  the 
finfulncfs  and  danger  of  it. 

V.  Deduce  fome  inferences  from  the  whole. 

1.  The  firft  thing  then  to  be  effayed,  is.  To  proVc 
and  clear  the  truth  of  the  doftrine,  viz.  That  felf-conceit 
is  incident  to  a  multitude  ofprofejfors.     This  point  is  evi- 

.    dent  both  from  fcripture  and  experience. 

I.  It  is  clear  from  a  multitude  of  y2:r/^/2^r^j.  Not 
only  the  words  of  the  text,  but  many  other  fcripture 
paffages  confirm  it ;  fuch  as,  Ifa.  Ixv.  5.  Which  fay^ 
Stand  by  thyfelf  come  not  near,  for  I  am  bolter  than  thou^ 
Chap.  Iviii.  2,  3.  T'hey  feek  me  daily ^  and  deliji^ht  to  know 
my  way 5 J  as  a  nation  that  did  righteoufnefs^  andforjook  not 
the  ordinances  of  their  God:  they  afk  of  me  the  ordinance 
ofjujlice  ;  they  take  delight  in  approaching  to  God,  Tf^here* 
fore  have  we  f a/led,  and  thou  feejl  not  f  wherefore  have  we 
affliBed  our  foul,  and  thou  take  ft  no  knowledge  ?  They 
were  much  in  duty ;  much  more  than  the  generality  of 
profeffors  in  our  day :  but  they  had  an  high  conceit  of 
themfelves  and  their  duties.  Self-conceit  is  felf-deceit ; 
For^  if  a  man  think  himfelfto  be  fomething,  when  he  is  no- 
things  he  deceiveth  himfelf  Gal.  vi.  3. :  or,  he  that  con- 
ceiveth  of  bimfclf  highly,  deceiveth  himfelf  greatly. 
How  canfl  thou  fay,  I  am  not  polluted,  I  have  not  gone  af 

■  ier  Baalim  ?  See  thy  way  in  the  valley;  know  what  thou 
haft  done,  &c.  Jer.  ii.  23.  Thy  faid  they  were  not  pollut- 
ed; and  yet  they  are  called  to  fee  their  way  in  the  valley. 
It  is  obferved  by  the  prophet  Hofea,  chap.  viii.  2,  3. 
concerning  Ifrael,  that  they  cry,  My  God^  we  know  thee  ; 
und  yet  they  cajl  off  the  thing  that  is  good.  Why  arc  you 
faying^  My  God^  wc  know  theef  You  arc  all  mvC- 
VoL.  L  Kkk  V7J«wt.\\^ 
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.1,  faith  God ;  you  have  neither  patt  nor  portion 
,  me.    If  you  confult  the  parable  of  the  terl  virgins* 
Matth.  XXV.  you  will  there  fee,  that  the  foolifli  virgiiit 
had  an  high  profibffion,  iind  very  high  pretenfions  to  fe« 
ligron :  they  entertained  an  high  opinion  of  themfelve^ 
and  their  lamps  ;   though*yet  they  had  no  oil  in  their 
veffcls.     Yea,  it  is  told  of  many,  Mat.  vii.  22.  that  they 
fhall  fay.  Lord,  Lord,  have  tve  not  prophejted  in  thy  name, 
and  in  thy  name  cafl  out  devils,  and  in  thy  name  done  many 
wonderful  works  f  To  whom  Chtift  will  fay,  I  never  knew 
you ;  depart  from  me.  *  And  here  it  is  plainly  implied, 
that  they  will  exped  to  be  rewarded  with  eternal  blifs  , 
for  the  fame.     We  are  calitiotied  to  this  purpofe ;  Let 
no  man  deceive  himfelf:  if  any  man  amoh^you  feemetb  to 
be  wife  in  this  world,  let  him  become  a  fool,  that  be  may 
be  wife  J  i  Cor.  iii.  1 8.     If  any  man  think  tial  he  knoweth 
any  thing,  he  knoweth  nothing  yet  as,  he  ought  to  know, 
thap.  viii.  2.     If  any  man  think  himjelfto  be  fofiiething, 
when  he  is  nothing,  he  deceiveth  himfelf.  Gal.  vi.  3.     All 
which  fuppofes  that  many  think  fomethingof  themfelves, 
who  yet  are  nothing,  and  are  but  cheating  their  own 
fouls  ;  and  of  all  deceit  this  is  the  mod  terrible. — In  a 
word,  we  find  .a  whole  church  labouring  under  this  foul- 
ruining  difeafe  and  diftemper,   namely,  the  church  of 
Laodicea ;  T'hou  fay  ft,  I  am  rich,  audincreafed  with  goods, 
and  have  need  of  nothing  ;  and  knowefl  not  that  thou  art 
wretched,  and  miferable,  and  poor^   and  blind,  and  naked, 
Rev.  iii.  17. — Is  it  not  plain  from  thefe  fcriptures,  that 
many  look  upon  themfelves  to  be  pure,  who  yet  were 
never  waftied  from  their  filthinefs  ?     But, 

2.  Let  us  next  compare  thefe  fcriptures  with  experi- 
ence. We  may  fee  this  doftrine  abundantly  clear  from 
experience.  Are  we  not  exceeding  ready  to  judge  our- 
felves  better  than  indeed  we  are  ?  And  to  magnify  our- 
felves,  our  ftates,  our  virtues,  above  what  they  are  ? 
We  aft  very  differently  in  refpeft  of  our  good  things, 
from  what  we  aft  with  refpeft  to  our  evil.  As  to  our 
fins  and  evils,  we  have  a  trick  of  extenuation,  that 
though  our  fins  be  exceeding  many,  yet  we  can,  like 
the  unjuft  fteward,  write  down  fifty  inftead  of  an  hun- 
dred.    Though  our  fms  be  ^re;vt,  we  can  leflen  them. 


^ffund  not  wajhe^  from  their  Jmpuntjt* 

Btttj  on  ^ic  contrarv,  in  our  good  things  or  grac 
whether  real  or  fuppqled,  we  have  a  trick  of  aggravation^, 
lO  ipakc  them  greater  and  more  than  they  are ;  here 
VC  write  an  hundred  for  fifty.  Ai>d  here  we  have  th^ 
^rt  of  multiplication.  It  U  with  many,  as  it  was  with 
Simon  Magus;  they  deceive  themfclves,  as  be  deceived 
the  people  of  Samaria,  AQ:s  viii.  9,  jo.  He  made  thenji 
bcUcve  that  he  was  fome  greaf  man  ;  yea,  that  he  was 
the  great  power  of  God :  wnereas,  indeed,  he  was  but  a 
bafe  forcerer ;  and  one  th?it  wrought  lying  miracles  by 
the  power  of  Sat^n.  So,  many  conceit  themfelves  tp 
be  great  men,  to  be  the  dear  children  of  God,  and  tjiat 
the  power  of  Chrift  dwelleth  in  them^;  wlien,  indeed, 
they  are  nothing  but  Satan*s  vaffals. 

Is  it  not  evident  from  experience,  that  many  are  dream- 
ing that  matters  are  well  enough  with  them  ?  They  have 
^  good  heart,  they  think ;  and  they  truft  in  God,  they 
fay }  and  hope  to  be  faved  as  well  as  others,  that  feem 
to  be  more  ftrift. — Is  it  not  evident  from  experience, 
that  there  arc  more  proud  profeffors  than  poor  con- 
verts ?  And  hence,  in  a  day  of  trial,  muhitudes  of 
profeffors  apoftatifc :  they  are  offgnded  at  Chrift  and  his 
crofs ;  they  fall  off  from  the  faith,  like  leaves  from  the 
trees,  in  the  time  of  harveft.  They  had  only  an  high 
pretence  to  devotion,  and  an  high  conceit  of  themfelves  j 
but  were  never  truly  waibed  from  their  filthinefs. 

lit  Thefecond  thing  propofed  was,  To  touch  a  Httle 
at  the  nature  of  this  felf-conceit.  Why,  in  general, 
"  It  is  a  falfe  apprehenfion,  whereby  a  man  hath  an 
**  over^weaning  and  over-valueing  of  himfelf,  and  his 
**  adions ;  judging  of  himfelf  more  highly  than  he 
^'  ought  to  do."  This  felf-conceit  may  be  confidered, 
either  as  it  takes  place  in  the  godly ^  who  may  apprehend 
themfelves  to  be  in  a  better  condition  than  they  are ; 
or  as  it  takes  place  in  the  wicked^  who  may  judge  them- 
Ives  to  be  in  a 'good  condition,  when  yet  they  are  in 
id  one. 

It  may  be  confidered,   I  fay,  with  refpeft  to  the 
hey  may  imagine  themfelves  better  than  indeed 
vhen  they  thipk  their  fmoakiu^  il?c^\%  -^^iV^i.^ 
Kkk  2  \^^ 
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Hame ;  when  they  look  at  their  graceg  through  a 
agnifying  glafs,  and  think  them  great,  when  indeed 
.tiey  are  but  fmall.  They  may  look  upon  their  own 
graces,  as  parents  upon  their  own  children,  and  think 
them  the  faireft  of  all  others :  James  and  John  feem  to 
be  thus  afFefted,  when  Chrift  tells  them.  Are  ye  able  to 
drink  of  my  cup,  and  to  be  baptized  with  my  bapiifm  ? 
Matth.  XX.  22,  Yea,  fay  /they ;  We  are  able :  While 
yet,  alas !  they  were  fcarce  able  to  fee  Chrift  drink  that 
cup;  and  therefore  fled  away  when  it  was  coming 
near.  Thus  Peter  alfo  feems  to  be  too  high  minded, 
about  his  grace  and  ftrength,  when  he  faid.  Why  cannot 
I  follow  thee  now  f  Yea,  Though  all  menforfake  thee,  yet 
will  not  L  ^ 

2.  It  may  be  confidered  with  refpeft  to  the  unregene^ 
rate,  and  all  the  wicked  and  ungodly,  who  judge  them- 
felves  to  be  in  a  good  ftate,  when  indeed  they  are  in  a 
bad  one.  And  here  this  fclf-conceit  hath  efpecially  thefe 
two  parts,  or  two  things  in  it.  i.  When  men  apprehend 
that  they  want  that  evil,  which  indeed  they  have.  2.  When 
they  imagine  they  have  that  good  which  indeed  they 
want/ 

[i.]    When  men  fuppofe  that  they  want  that  evil, 
which  indeed  they  have ;  or  think  they  are  not  fo  bad 
as  indeed  they  are.     Thus  the  Pharifee  talks  how  free 
he  is  of  common  vices,  Luke  xviii.  11.;  that  he  is  not 
unjuji,  nor  an  extortioner :  and  yet  our  Lord  Jefus,  who 
could  not  be  deceived,    charges  that  whole  tribe  with 
manifold  enormities,  Matth.  xiii.  4, — 39.   Luke  xi.  29, 
— 44.  and    elfewhere ;    how    they   devoured    widows 
houfes,    through  colour  of  long  prayers ;  by  teaching 
their  children  to  ftarve  their  own  parents,  to  offer  to  the 
altar  ;  which,  in  effcft,  was  juft  to  fill  their  purfe.   Here 
was  injuflice  and  extortion :    and  yet,  becaufe  it  was 
more  covertly  carried  on,  and  not  fo  evident  as  that  o^ 
the  publicans  and  common  thieves  ;  therefore  they  W 
themfelves,  as  if  they  had  been  no  extortioners,  nr 
juft  perfons.     Thus  many  will  free  themfelves  of 
Why  ?    Becaufe  they  do  not  exceed  in  their  ' 
and  yet  they  may  be  fwelled  with  pride  ar 
ceit}   and  difcover  it  iu  matv^f  (iVVvct  \c(t 


.  .  jtndfwtaid  ndt  nxiafhtd  from  ^^f^^^P^^^^ 

hii  outwalrd  profpcrity  :  but,  though'^ riches  be  the  g^ft' 
bi  Odd,  ytt  wc  mull  confidcr  with  what  God  reaches 
th^m :  whether  with  the  right-hand,  in  his  love ;  or 
tr4h  the  left-hand  in  his  anger.  I  have  read  of  a  king 
that  heaped  up  riches  upon  thofe  whom  he  moil  heat- 
ed ;  that,  together  with  their  riches,  he  might  cruih 
them  with  a  heavy  burden  of  cares.  God  puts  fome  in* 
to  fat  paftures,  that  he  may  feed  them  for  a  day  of 
flaughter. 

(2.)  Civilians  deceive  themfelves,  and  think  their  ftatc 
good^  becaufc  they  Uve  honeftly  without  fcandal,  faying, 
tiHs^e  ox  of  afs  have  I  Jiolen  ?  Whom  have  I  wron^d? 
But^  what  fort  of  a  religion  is  that,  which  confifts  only 
in  honcfty  towards  men,  while  there  is  not  alfo  devoti- 
on towards  God  ?  A  negative  and  external  religion^ 
without  fomething  pofitive  and  internal,  will  never  beat 
a  perfon  out  in  the  fight  of  God :  Except  your  ri^htf 
vufnefs  exceed  the  righteoufntfs  of  the  Scribes  and  Phari* 
fees,  ye  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

(3.;  Libertines  deceive  themfelves  ;  even  thefe  who 
turn  the  grace  of  God  into  wantonnefs,  and  apprehendtheir 
cafe  to  be  good.  Why,  they  have  been  born  in  the 
•church,  and  enjoy  the  privileges  thereof;  they  have 
been  wafiied  with  holy  water,  and  fed  with  the  fpiri- 
tual  manna  of  the  word  and  facraments  ;  they  cry,  The 
tetj^e  of  the  Lord:  we  have  gone  to  churc^  and  heard 
fermons;  yea^,  we  believe,  fay  they;  though  yet  the 
means  of  faith,  the  word,  and  powerful  miniftry  thereof, 
are  what  they  defpife. 

(4.)  The  temporary  believer  deceives  himfelf  with  a 
falfe  faith,  repentance,  and  obedience ;  apprehending 
it  to  be  true  faith,  true  romance,  true  religion ;  nay, 
hence  concludes  he  (hall  be  faved :  and  this  is  more 
dangerous  than  the  former,  becaufe  he  thinks  his  ar- 
gument is  certain,  and  agreeable  to  the  word.  And, 
indeed,  his  graces  may  be  fo  like  the  true  believers, 
that  the  moft  difceming  Chriftan  cannot  diftinguifh  be- 
tween them  :  although  in  faft  his  faith  fails  both  in  the 
knowledge  and  application  of  it.  It  fails  in  the  knowledge 
of  it,  in  that  it  is  not  grounded  and  rooted  in  the  teftimo- 
ny  of  the  word  and  Spirit :  and  in  expei\ctvcc,\tvx^'\\.V\$> 
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not  a  heating  and  warming  knowledge,  working  love  m  the 
heart  to  the  truth  known  :  and  in  that  it  is  not  humble  and 
ai>afing,  making  him  to  loath  and  abhorc  himfelf.  Yea,  his 
fiaith  fails  in  the  application  of  it ;  in  that  the  application  of 
it  is  not  mutual :  the  believer  takes  hold  of  Chrift,  becaufe 
Chrift  takes  hold  of  him/  True  faith  conflids  with  un- 
belief: the  believer  finds  mucfi  adq  to  believe,  and  to 
live  by  faith.  The  hypocrite  finds  it  very  eafy :  Satan 
doth  not  try  his  faith  ;  for  he  begat  that  prefumptuous 
faith  in  him.  The  true  believer  beliews  againft  fcnfe ; 
and,  like  the  woman  of  Canaan,  can  pick  comfort  out 
of  the  reproachful  name  of  a  dog  :  and,  with  Jonah,  e- 
ven  in  the  whalers  belly,  look  towards  God's  holy  temple : 
can  fee  heaven  in  the  very  extremity  of  mifery.  But,  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  the  temporary  believer's  jolly  confidence 
fails  him.  And  fo  I  might  inftance  how  his  repentance 
and  obedience  fail  him.  But  however,  herein  the  man 
apprehends  his  ftate  good,  while  yet  he  is  in  the  gall  of 
bitternefsy   and  bond  of  iniquity. 

There  are  two  extremes  of  judging  of  ourfelves.  Some 
judge  their  ftate  worfe  than  it  is :  as  when  the  children 
of  God  judge  themfelves  to  be  Satan's  ;  and  their  faith 
to  be  no  faith,  their  repentance  to  be  no  repentance. 
Some,  again,  are  in  the  other  extreme,  and  yiAg^  better 
of  themfelves  than  they  are,  even  to  be  the  children  of 
God,  when  they  are  Satan's  ;  to  have  faith,  when  i±  is 
but  prefumption ;  to  have  religion,  when  it  is  but  hy- 
pocrify.  So  men  may  be  puffed  up  with  a  conceit  of 
knowledge ;  as  of  faith,  repentance,  love,  and  other 
graces :  and  furely,  of  thefe  two,  the  laft  is  moft  dan- 
gerous, as  well  as  the  moft  common  deceit  and  error. 
It  is  better  for  a  good  man  tcfthink  he  hath  no  faith,  no 
religion  ;  than,  on  the  contrary,  for  an  ill  man  to  judge 
that  he  hath  them :  for,  to  judge  the  worft  of  ourfelves, 
is  a  mean  to  awaken  us  out  of  fecurity,  and  to  ftir  usf 
up  to  make  our  calling  and  eledion  fure  ;  but  to  judge 
we  have  grace,  when  we  have  none,  this  lulls  us  afleep, 
and  fends  us  fccurely  to  helL 

III.  The  third  thing  propofed  was,  To  fpeak  of  the 
^roundsy  caufes^  and  /|>ri)ijs  o{  ti\k  {df-conceit.     The 
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grounds*  of  this  great  and  epidemical  diftemper  are  ma- 
ny i  fuch  as, 

1.  The  deceitful  and  defperately  wicked  temper  rfibe 
heart ;  for.  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things  ^  and 
dejperately  wicked^  Jer.  xvii.  9,  As  Jacob  cheated  Elau 
out  of  his  earthly  inheritance ;  fo  doth  the  hearts  of  the 
children  of  men  cheat  them  out  of  their  eternal  inheri- 
tance. There  are  many  deceitful  things  in  the  world ; 
riches  are  deceitful,  favour  is  deceitful,  beauty  is  de- 
ceitful, enemies  are  deceitful ;  but  the  heart  is  deceit- 
ful above  all  things  ;  yea,  above  the  devil  himfelf :  and 
this  doth  in  nothing  more  palpably  appear,  than  in 
making  people  believe  that  they  are  going  to  heaven, 
when  they  are  going  the  ftreight  road  to  hell.  O  Sirs, 
do  not  truft  your  own  hearts. 

2.  Ignorance  is  another  caufe  of  felf-conceit.  Many, 
through  ignorance,  cannot  diftinguifli  between  good 
and  evil ;  but  take  common  grace  for  faving  grace,  as 
Saul  took  the  devil  for  Samuel.  Many  do  not  know  or 
confider  what  it  is  that  brings  a  foul  to  heaven ;  that 
they  muft  be  born  again,  and  go  through  the  pangs  of 
the  new  birth,  and  the  hardfhips  of  mortification.  We 
muft  not  think  to  lie  in  Delilah's  lap  all  our  days ;  and 
then  betake  ourfelves  to  Abraham's  bofom  when  we  die. 
Ignorance  is  fo  far  from,  being  the  mother  of  devotion^  as 
the  papifls  affirm,  that  it  is  the  mother  of  pride  and  pre- 
fumption.  Thou  thoughteji  that  thou  waft  rich^  and  in- 
creajed  in  goods  ;  Why  ?  Thou  kneweji  not  that  thou  art 
poor^  wretched^  mijerable^  bltnd^  andnaked^  Rev.  iii.  17, 
Men  are  proud,  becaufe  they  know  not  their  mifery : 
it  is  impoffible  that  a  man,  who  truly  knoweth  his  mi- 
fery, ihould  be  proud.  True,  the  apoftle  faith,  know- 
ledge puffeth  up  ;  that  is,  unfanftified  knowledge,  no- 
tional knowledge  ;  but  true  knowledge  humbleth  :  and 
none  more  proud  and  arrogant  than  the  brutiflily  igno- 
rant man.  I  will  get  you  an  ignorant  man,  that  will 
truly  imagine^  he  can  keep  the  whole  law :  All  thefe  things 
have  I  done  from  my  youth  up  ;  what  lake  I  yet?  * 

3.  Negligence  2indJloth  is  another  caufe  of  pride  and 
felf-conceit.  Men  are  at  no  pains  to  confiaer  where 
their  landing  Ihall  be,  when  the  fhadows  of  the  everlaft- 

VoL.  I.  Lll  \\^^ 
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ing  evening  will  be  ftf etched  over  them.  Truly,  the 
whole  world  are  either  atheifts,  or  down-right  mad : 
cither  they  believe  not  that  there  is  a  heaven  and  hell, 
and  that  the  fcriptures  are  the  word  of  God,  whereby 
they  may  know  how  it  is  bet\reen  him  and  them :  or, 
if  they  believe  that  there  is  a  God,  an  heaven,  and  an 
hdl,  they  are  mad  and  diftrafked,  if  they  confider  not 
where  they  are  going. — Spiritual  fleep  and  fecurity  rs 
the  great  caufe  of  felf-conceit.  As  natural  fleep,  fo 
fpiritual  fleep  is  full  of  dreams  ;  //  /ha//  even  be  as  tvben 
a  hungry  man  dreameth,  and  beho/d  he  eafeih  ;  but  be  a- 
waieth,  and  his  fou/  is  empty :  or  as  when  a  thirfly  man 
dreamelhj  and  beho/d  he  drinketh ;  but  he  awaieth,  and 
behold  he  is  fainty  and  his  fou/ hath  appetite^  Ife.  xxix.  8. 
A  man  may  dream  of  riches,  and  treafures,  and  crowns, 
and  kingdoms  conferred  of  him,  but  he  awaketh,  and 
no  fuch  matter,  though  he  truly  thought  in  his  dreanr, 
that  he  was  poffcffed  of  all.  So,  in  fpiritual  fleep,  pea- 
may  have  ft:range  dreams  ;  they  may  dream  of  heaven, 
and  that  they  have  faith,  and  repentance,  and  Chrift, 
and  falvation,  and  a  crown  of  glory ;  when,  alas  !  all 
is  but  tr  dream  ;  and  the  man  awakes,  either  in  time  or 
at  the  day  of  judgment,  and  finds  himfelf  deceived : 
and  the  fweeter  the  dream,  the  fadder  the  difappoint- 
ment.  For,  as  in  natural  dreams,  it  is  better,  when 
they  are  falfe,  to  dream  of  fearful  things  than  of  joyful : 
as  for  inftance,  it  is  better  for  a  king  to  dream  that  he 
is  a  beggar,  than  for  a  beggar  to  dream  that  he  is  a 
king ;  for  the  king,  when  he  awakens,  his  greaf  is  gone, 
and  his  joy  is  redoubled,  feeing  the  vanity  of  his  dream ; 
but  the  beggar,  when  he  awakes,  his  joy  is  gone,  and 
his  grief  redoubled,  in  regard  of  the  falfe  joy  of  his 
dream.  So  it  is  in  fpiritual  matters :  it  is  fafer  to  be 
in  fome  fears  about  our  fl:ate,  than  to  be  filled  with 
prefumptuous  hopes.  Chrift  tells  us,  that  few  Jlmll  be 
faved :  but  if  all  were  faved,  that  dream  they  fliall  be 
fo,  furely  there  would  be  few  that  fliould  be  damned : 
but,  narrow  is  the  way  that  leads  to  life,  and  few  there 
be  that  find  it. 

4.  Another  caufe  of  felf-conceit  is  Satan,  who  hath 
a  great  hand  herein,    Th\s  \s  oivc  of  the  ^reat  wiles  of 


this  cunning  fophifter.  He  takes  all  methods  to  deceive 
people :  he  perfuades  them  that  there  ftate  is  better  than 
It  is ;  and  makes  them  look  upon  themfelves  as  really 

food  enough,  and  fafe  enough :  The  gp4  of  this  world 
ath  blinded  the  eyes  of  them  that  believe  not^  If^hile  the 
ftrong  man  armed  keeps  the  houfe^  the  goods  are  at  eafe. 
And  we  are  not  ignorant  of  his  devices  ;  he  hath  great 
ikiU  in  deceiving  fouls.  He  deceived  our  firft  parents 
when  finlcfs ;  how  eafily  muft  he  deceive  us  who  are 
(inful  and  ignorant  ?  He  deceived  them,  by  makings 
them  think  ihcyjhould  be  as  gods,  to  know  good  and  e- 
vil  ^  and  he  deceives  us  by  making  us  think,  that  we 
are  gods^  knowing  all  that  we  need  to  know :  and  fo, 
lifting  them  up  in  pride,  they  are  pure  in  their  own 
eyes,  though  remaining  in  their  impurity. 

c.  Another  cavife  of  felf-conceit  is  judging  the  good- 
nels  or  badnefs  of  our  ftate  hy  falfe  rules.  Many  form 
very  erroneous  opinions  and  miftakes  of  a  good  con-  * 
ijition ;  and  they  frequently  miftake  a  bad  ftate  for  a 
good  one,  by  reafon  of  the  falfe  rules  by  which  they 
judge  themfelves. — Sometimes  they  judge  themfelves 
by  the  opinion  that  others  have  of  them :  they  are  held  in 
reputation  by  others  in  the  world,  who  know  them,  for  per- 
fons  of  wifdom,  knowledge,  prudence,  difcretion,  &c. ; 
and  accordingly  form  fuch  fentingpits  of  themfelves. — 
Sometimes  they  judge  themfelYCs  by  their  affedions^ 
whether  of  hatred  or  love :  it  may  be  they  hate  fome 
of  the  evils  of  the  day,  and  fome  of  the  fms  of  the 
times;  and  ftiew  fome  zeal  againft  thefe:  but  Judas 
may  preach  againft  the  Pharifees,  and  preach  up  Chrift, 
and  yet  be  a  traitor.  It  may  be  they  have  a  love  to 
the  godly  ;  but  not  becaufe  they  are  godly,  and  for  the 
holinefs  and  purity  they  perceive  about  them. — Some- 
times they  judge  by  the  falfe  rule  of  an  erring  confcience  : 
and  many  apprehend  that  matters  are  right  with  them, 
becaufe  of  ftorms  and  calms  in  the  confcience :  but 
people  may  have  ftorms  in  the  confcience,  like  Judas  ; 
and  calms  in  the  confcience,  like  the  peace  of  juftifica- 
tion  ;  and  yet  it  is  but  carnal  fecurity,  faying,  We  Jhall 
have  peace^  though  we  walk  after  the  i??mginaiion  of  our 
own  evil  hearts. — Sometimes  they  \\ide^\>N  \.\\s.fe}&\\iSR, 
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of  the  audience  of  their  prayers.  God  may  hear  the 
prayer  of  people,  with  refpeft  to  fome  bleffmgs  that  they 
need ;  and  yet  give  leannefs  to  their  foul. — Sometimes 
perfons  judge  by  the  falfe  rules  of  the  lawj  mifunder- 
ftood :  as  when  they  judge  cither  by  a  part  of  the  law, 
or  judge  by  the  outfide  of  the  law,  and  not  the  infide 
and  fpirituaJity  of  it.  Indeed,  the  application  of  the 
law,  is  one  great  caufe  of  felf-conceit :  fo  it  was  with 
,Paul ;  /  was  alive  without  the  law  once  ;  but  when  the 
commandment  came^  Jin  revived^  and  Idied^  Rom.  vii.  9. 
— Sometimes  perfons  judge  themfelves  by  the  falfe  rules 
of  the  gojpelj  miftaken  ;  fuch  as  that  word,  If  there  be 
a  willing  mindy  it  is  accepted;  which  belongs  only  to  be- 
lieverS,  that  zrc  accepted  in  the  Beloved. 

6.  Another,  caufe  of  felf-conceit  is  felf-righteoufnefs  ; 
Rom.  X.  3.    Being  ignorant  of  God's  righteoufnefs^   and 
going  about  to  ejlablijh  their  own  righteoufnefsy  they  have 
notfubmitted  their  over-proud  conceit  of  their  own  righ- 
teoufnefs :    it  flows  from  their  being  poflefled  with  a 
legal  righteoufnefs  of  their  own ;  and  this  makes  them 
fo  proud  and  felfifh,   thaf  they  will  have  nothing  ado 
with  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  God-man. — Some  have  a 
righteoufnefs  of  difpojition  ;  a  good  natural  temper  that 
they  lean  to,  and  deceive  themfelves  with. — Some  have 
a  righteoufnefs  of  education :   they  have  been  brought 
up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  and  have  had  a  good  ex- 
ample ;  and  this  hath  had  much  influence  upon  them, 
to  refl:rain  them  from  many  evils ;   and  this  deceives 
them. — Some  have  a  righteoufnefs  oiprofejfion^  as  Paul ; 
one  of  the  fl:ri£i:efl:  Pharifees,  of  the  ftriftefl:  fide ;  one 
that  fides  himfelf  with  thofe  who  make  the  moft  fplen- 
did  profeflion. — Some  have  a  righteoufnefs  oi  intention: 
they  have  good  refolutions  ;  All  that  the  Lord  hath  com- 
mandcd  we  will  do. — Some  have  a  righteoufnefs  of  repu- 
tat  ion  :  they  are  of  good  repute  among  others,  and  held 
in  high  efteem  amongfl:  thofe  of  difl:inguiflied  abilities. — 
Some  have  the  righteoufnefs  of  reformation :    they  do 
many  things,  and  reform  in  many  particulars,  and  keep 
themfelves  from  many  of  the  grofler  and  more  open 
viohtious  of  God's  holy  law. — Some  have  the  righte- 
oufncfa  of  common  fpiritud  operations'  ^Q\scava\v  cn%/> 

tenm^5L 
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fenings  and  takings  of  the  heavenly  gift^  Heb.  vi.  5,  6, ; 
a  common  work  of  the  Spirit  upon  the  underftanding, 
will,  aflFcaions,  confcience,  and  convcrfation.— In  a 
word,  fome  have  a  iwftir/i/ righteoufncfs,  a  cradle  faith; 
they  never  did  any  thing  amHs. — Some  have  a  negative 
righteoufnefs ;  they  are  not  as  other  men.  They  are  not 
guilty  of  this  and  the  other  grofs  violation  of  God's  ho- 
ly law. Some  have  a  pofitive  righteoufnefs ;   they 

ready  and  pray,  and  faft,  and  give  alms,  and  attend 
upon  ordinances.— rSome  have  a  comparative  righteouf- 
nefs ;  they  imagine  they  are  better  than  others  :  /  am 
holier  than  thou. — Yea,  fome  have  a  fuperlative  righte- 
oufnefs ;  they  fay  and  do  their  befl.  And  I  know  not 
how  many  kmds  of  righteoufnefs  tnight  be  mentioned. 
—Some  have  an  adlive  righteoufnefs ;  they  do  what  they 
can:  nay,  they  do  many  things. — Some  hsytz  paffive 
righteoufnefs  ;  they  have  fuffered  lofles  and  crofles  for 

a  good  caufe,    and  the  iaikt  of  religion. Upoir 

thcfe,  and  the  like,  many  profeffors  build :  and  hence 
they  conceive  highly  of  themfelves,  and  are  pure  in 
their  own  eyes  ;  and  yet,  after  all,  are  not  wajbed  from 
their  Jilthinefs. 

IV.  The  fourth  general  head  of  the  method,  was, 
to  fpeak  of  the  evil  of  this  fin  of  felf-conceit.  We  may 
view  this,  i.  More  generally.     2.  ^ore  particularly. 

I/?,  We  may  view  the  evil  of  felf-conceit  more  gene- 
rally. Where  felf-conceit  is,  in  its  power,  it  is  an  evi- 
dence and  plain  indication  of  being  zjlranger  to  religion y 
and  of  being  a  grofs  hypocrite :  for,  he  that  lifteth  up  his 
hearty  is  not  upright ^  Hab.  ii.  4.  His  foul  that  is  lifted 
up  in  him,  is  not  upright.  He  that  hath  a  conceit  of  his 
own  purity  and  attainments,  is  but  a  diffembler,  is  not 
what  he  pretends  to  be.  ^ 

idly^*  Let  us  take  a  more  particular  view  of  the  evil 
of  felf-conceit.  The  evil  of  it  will  appear  in  thefe  fix  rc- 
fpefts.  I.  In  refpedk  of  ourfelves.  2.  In  refpeft  of  others. 
3.  In  refpeft  of  Chrift.  4.  In  refpeft  of  graces.  5.  In  re- 
i^Qi  of  duty.  6.  In  refpeft  of  danger. 

I.  The  evil  of  felf-conceit  will  appear  in  refpcQ:  of 
ourfelves.     Where  felf-conceit  is  ii\  ^  ^e\fow^  \\\^\^  \% 


frid&4  aiid,  you. know,  God  reji/kth  the  praud^  but  hi 
givetb  grace  /*  the  bumble.  Where  fclf-conccit  is,  there  is 
carnal  fee  uriiy  ;  and,  drmfinefs  Jhall  clothe  a  man  with 
rags*  Where  it  is,  there  is  contempt  of  means :  Self-con- 
ceit produces  either  a  defpifii>g  of  the  means,  or  a  not 
iifmg  of  the  means  that  God  hath  appointed*  The  man 
being  felf-fufBcient,  be  is,  in  fome  manner,  above 
means :  the  means  of  grace,  the  means  of  knowledge 
arc  undervalued^ 

2.  The  evil  of  felf-conceit  will  appear,  if  we  take  a 
Tiew  of  it  with  refpeft  to  others.  The  evil  of  it  \&  fucl^, 
that  it  produceth  either  a  contempt  of  oAers  ;  Blejfed  be 
God  J  I  am  not  like  this  man  ;  he  undervalues  them,  and 
looks  down  upon  them,  as  below  him :  or,  it  produceth 
uncharitablenefsj  if  not  contempt.  None  fo  uncharitable 
«s  the  man  that  hath  a  conceit  of  himfelf.  I  think  the 
apoftle  Paul  feems  to  hint  at  this.  Gal.  vi.  3.  compared 
with  the  firft  verfc :  y.  </.  I  know  none  will  ftand  in  op- 
pofition  to  this  duty  of  charitable  carriage  towards  their 
neighbeury  but  thofe  that  are  puffed  up  with  an  high 
conceit  of  themfelves. 

3»  Tl>e  evil  of  this  felf-conceit  will  appear  in  refpeft 
of  Chrijl.  Such  people  contemn  him  ;  and  they  defpife 
bis  fulnefs,  rightcoufnefs,  and  blood. — They  defpife 
his  fulnefs  for  their  fupply  :  why,  they  are  full  of  them- 
felves  ;  They  are  rich  and  increafed  with  goods^  andfiand 
in  need  of  nothing.  They  come  rich,  -and  go  empty  a- 
way. — They  defpife  his  rightcoufnefs  for  their  juftificati- 
on  :  while  they  are  puer  in  their  own  eyes^  they  content 
themfdves  with  a  righteoufnefs  fpun  out  of  their  own 
bowels,  out  of  their  own  duties. — They  defpife  his  bloody 
his  Spirit^  his  grace,  for  their  faiiGification :  why,  a 
pcrfon  that  thinks  himfelf  already  pure,  will  not  make 
api)lication  to  the  fountain  where  unclean  fouls  are 
made  clean. 

4.  The  evil  of  felf-conceit  will  appear,  if  we  view  it 
in  refpcft  oi  graces.  The  evil  of  it  is  fuch,  that  it  ftands 
in  oppofition  to  every  grace  ;  particularly  to  that  mother 
grace,  humility.  God  gi-vcth  grace  to  the  humble  ;  but  he 
rcjiftcth  the  proud.  Humility  is  fuch  a  grace  that,  with- 
cut  ity  a  man  cannot  be  ;x  Cwu&.\;ixv.  "S^ows  this  pride  is 


oppofed  to  humility  and  felf-denial^  which  Chrift  in- 
joins  on  all  his  difciplcs :  it  is  oppofcd  to  that  felf-loadi- 
ing  that  he  requires.  The  fclfifli  man  will  not  be  cover- 
ed with  the  vail  ofblu(hing:  No;  he  feldom  takes  a 
look  of  his  failings.  He  looks  more^on  his  beauty  than 
his  defilement.  He  will  not  cry  out  with'Agur,  in  the 
conte^,  1  am  more  brutijh  than  any  man  ;  I  have  not  tie 
underftanding  of  a  man.  The  motto  of  the  humble  man 
is^  /  ahhore  fnyfelf^  and  repent  in  duft  and  ajhes.  The 
motto  of  the  telf-conc«ited  man  is,  God^  I  thank  thee  / 
a^n  not  Hke  other  mem  He  looks  on  any  thing  of  attain- 
ment through  a  magnifying  glafs  ;  but  upon  his  fms  in 
a  dimifliihing  one. 

5*  The  evil  of  feif-conceit  i*  great  in  refped  of  duties. 
The  evil  of  it  will  appear  very  great  if  we  confider  thtt 
following  particulars,  among  feveral  others. — For  it 
produceth  rajbntfi  in  adventuring  upon  duty ;  evea  the 
mCft  folemn  duty :  becaufe,  being  pure  in  their  own  eyes^, 
they  ftand  upon  no  duty ;  while  the  poor  humble  and 
felf-abafed  creature  is  afraid  left  he  mifmanage  his  work. 
— ^It  produceth  a  fuperficial  perform^uice  of  duty :  tho' 
they  think  very  much  of  their  duties,  yet  they  perform 
them  but  overly  ;  for  they  imagine  any  fort  of  fcrvicc 
from  them  is  enough.  And  yet  it  produceth  a  kind  of 
meritorious  opinion  of  their  duties  ;  Wherefore  have  we 
fafied^  and  thou  fee fl  not?  wherefore  have  we  affliffed  our 
foul^  and  thou  takejl  no  knowledge,  Ifa.  Iviii.  3,  4,  As  if 
God  had  been  faulty,  in  not  taking  notice  of  their  per- 
formances.  We  might  mention  a  variety  of  other 

thiugs  to  the  fame  purpofe.  ^^ 

6.  The  .evil  of  felf-conceit  will  appear  in  rei^ift  of 
danger.  The  evil  of  it  is  exceeding  great.  Why  to  ? 
Here  is  great  deceit ;  for,  he  that  thinketh  himfelf  to  be 
fomethinf^^  when  he  is  nothinj^f  deceiveth  himfelf  Gal.  vi. 
3.  And  this  is  the  worft  of  all  deceit.  To  deceive  ano- 
ther, is  certainly  a  great  fault :  but  to  deceive  ourfelves ; 
what  a  terrible  evil  is  it !  For  a  man  to  kill  and  deftroy 
another,  is  a  fad  thing ;  but  to  kill  and  deftroy  him- 
felf,  is  yet  more  dreadful ! — ^The  felf-conceited  perfon 
imagines  he  can  perform  any  duty ;  that  he  can  read, 
pray,  communicate,  believe,  repeivt:  but.  \v^  dLt.Q.€\N^^ 
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himfelf. — To  be  deceived  about  earthly  things  is  ill  j 
btit  to  be  deceived  and  cheated  out  of  our  immortal jouls^ 
alas!,  that  is  worft  of  all. — When  a  felf-conceited  perfon 
hears  the  threatening,  or  the  promife,  he  mifappliei  all : 
that  threatening,  is  not  to  him,  he  thinks ;  and  yet  that 
is  his  portion :  that  promife  is  to  him,  he  imagines ; 
and  yet  he  hath  no  part  in  that  matter. — Again,  as  fuch 
people  are  never  likely  to  get  good  of  ordinances ;  fo, 
Acy  are  not  eafily  convinced  of  their  mjiake:  and  no 
Vender ;  for  we  are  told,  Jer.  vii.  5.  They  Mdfq/i  de^ 
ceit^  when  we  fay  all  we  poflibly  can  lay  to  them.  They 
will  ftill  declare,  that  they  have  a  good  heart  towards 
God,  and  that  they  have  a  great  love  to  Chrift;  though 
yet  they  never  faw  their  ill  heart,  nor  their  ftrong  enmi- 
ty: They  hold  f aft  deceit.  Self-conceited  perfons  will 
come  under  a  lad  difappointment  in  the  iffue ;  for,  fear^ 
fulnefs  Jhall  furprife  the  hypocrite  in  Zion,  Who  among  us 
fiall  dwell  with  dcoourivg  fire  ?  who  can  abide  with  ever- 
lafting  burning  f  Why  will  they  be  furprifed  with  fear 
and  terror  ?  What  is  the  matter  ?  Why,  they  had  a 
good  hope  of  heaven ;  and  fo,  the  higher  their  hope, 
the  more  difmal  their  fall  and  difappointment.  Oh  !  how 
many  ride  triumphantly  to  hell  in  a  chariot  of  foul-de- 
ftroying  delufion !  They  imagine  they  are  right  enough, 
and  that  all  is  well ;  while  it  is  quite  otherwife  with 
them. 


^^  SERMON      XVI. 

PrOV.    XXX.    12. 

Tljere  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and 
yet  is  not  wajhedfrom  their  Jilt  hinefs. 

[The  ninth  Sermon  on  this  text.] 

THIS  text  affigns  two  or  three  differences  between 
the  godly  and  the  wicked,    i.  They  differ  from  each 
other  in  their  number ;  l\\cic  \%  ^  y^nQvation  of  wicked 
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men  and  hypocrites,  a  mtdtitude  of  them :  wheroat  the 
godly  are  but  a  little  flock^  an  handfyl^  a  remnant^  ^few. 
2.  TTicy  differ  from  each  other  in  thtir  judgment ;  par- 
ticularly  in  their  judgment  about  themfelves.  Wicked 
men  and  hypocrites  are  pratuiy  and  pure  in  their  own 
eyes :  whereas  the  godly  arc  humble^  and  vile  in  their 
own  eyes.  3.  They  differ  from  each  other  in  their  real 
qualities.  The  wicked  and  hypocritical  generation  are 
really  vile  and  polluted^  neva  wajhenfrom  their  Jilt hinefs  : 
whereas  the  godly  are  purified  in  part,  and  cleanjled  from 
their  filihinefs  ;  at  Icaft,  it  is  their  exercife  to  get  their 
defilement  daily  waihed  away  with  the  blood  of  Chrift. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  as  felf-abafement  and  purity  go 
together  ;  (for,  they  that  are  impure  and  vile  in  their 
own  eyes,  are  a  people  waihed  from  their  filthinefs  :)  fo, 
on  the  other  hand,  felf'^mceit  and  impurity  go  together; 
for,  the  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes^  are,  not 
ivajhed  from  their  filthinefs.  The  former  look  upon 
themfelves  as  impure,  and  yet  are  pure ;  the  latter  judge 
themfelves  pure,  but  are  impure. 

The  dodrinal  part  of  the  fubjed  having  been  finiflied 
in  the  preceding  difcourfe,  it  remains  now  that  we  make 
fome  praftical  improvement  of  the  point. 

V.  The  fifth  thing  we  propofed  in  the  method,  was 
the  application  of  the  doftrine ;  which  we  fhall  effay  iu  . 
feveral  ufes. 

The  ^rji  ufe  that  we  make  (hall .  be  of  information. 
If  it  be  fo,  as  has  been  affirmed,  That  felf  conceit  is  in* 
cident  to  a  multitude  ofprofeffors^  then  we  may  infer  the 
following  things.  •^ 

I.  Hence  fee  the  degeneracy  of  our  nature^  by  re^foft 
of  the  fall.  Alas!  how  corrupt  is  our  nature  now! 
/The  deyil  made  our  firft  parents  fancy,  thaj:  xhtyfhould 
be  as  gods  ;  and  now  he  makes  men  dream  that  they  are 
US  gods :  for,  this  felf-conceit  is  a  deifying  of  b\irfelves. 
Self  is  the  god  that  we  adore  naturally.  Inftead  of  law- 
fiil  felf  Jove,  unlawful  felf-conceit  takes  place.  There 
is  a  lawful  felf-love  injoined ;  Thou /halt  love  thy  neigh- 
tour  as  thy  felf :  where,  you  fee,  it  is  our  duty  to  love  our-    * 

Vol.  L  M  m  m  fclvess 
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felves ;  and  then  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves.  And  if 
the  generation  had  a  right  and  lawful  love  to  thcmfclvcs, 
either  foul  or  body ;  they  would  not  deftroy  their  bodies 
by  intemperance  and  infobriety,  and  ruin  their  fouls  by 
wilful  fin  and  impenitency :  but,  inftead  of  lawfiil  felf-* 
love,  finful  felf-love  takes  the  throne.  Self-conceit  and 
felf-admiration,  felf-will  and  felf-Iatisfaftion  prevail. 

2.  See  what  is  the  great  tendency  of  true  ^o/^^//r^^fi&- 
ing ;  namely,  to  difcover  and  diminifh  2XLfdf'puritj  and 
felf-righteoufnefs^  that  Cbrijl  alone  may  be  exalted :  yea, 
the  defign  of  it  is  to  level  and  dafh  down  all  that  felf* 
conceited  purity^  whereby  people  are  pure  in  their  own 
eyesy  that  it  may  advance  gofpel-purity^  by  which  we  may 
be  pure  in  God^s  Jighu    Some  make  a  vaft  noife  about 
peaching  up  good  works,  and  of  their  being  friends  to 
holinefs  and  the  law ;  while  yet  the  tendency  of  their 
doftrine  may  be  only  to  make  people  pure  and  holy  in 
their  own  eyes,  and  in  the  eyes  of  men :  but  that  which 
a  gofpel  minifter  efpecially  aims  at,  is,  to  get  people 
pure  in  the  fight  of  God-     He  cannot  fatisfy  himfelf 
merely  in  preaching  up  good  works,  and  charity,  piety, 
devotion,  mercy,  tendemefs,  honefty,  civility,  morali- 
ty, &c.  which  is  very  commendable,  and  would  to  God 
there  were  more  of  thefe  ;  but  he  goes  farther,  and  la- 
bours principally  to  get  the  foundation  of  true  holinefs 
laid  in  the  heart,  felf-purity  mortified,  the  principles 
rectified,  and  Chrift  formed  in  the  heart :  otherwife,  they 
build  without  laying  a  foundation.     It  may  be  obferved, 
with  regret,  that  never  were  there  lefs  morality  amongll 
perfons  of  all  ranks,  than  fince  fo  many  minifters  laid 
afide''P\^angelical  preaching,  and  made  the  inculcating 
mdral  duties  their  principal  theme.     And  many  who 
extol  moral  virtues,  are  themfelves  the  moft  immoral 
perfons.     The  Pharifees  fet  up  for  great  friends  to  the 
law,    when  Chrift  appeared  on  the  ftage;    and  they 
flouted  at  him,  as  if  he  had  been  an  enemy  to  good 
works,  when  he  was  telling  them  that  they  were  but 
hypocrites :  "Think  ibey^  faith  he,  that  I  am  come  to  de- 
Jiroy  the  law  f    Nay  ;  Except  your  righteoufnefs  exceed  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees ^  ye  cannot  ent^r 
info  the  kingdom  of  God.    \N'V\n[,  tl\c^  were  pure  in  their 
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own  eyes ;  they  verily  imagined  they  were  friends  to  ho- 
linefs :  yet  they  made  clean  but  the  outjide^  and  were  not 
internally  wajhed  from  their  filthinefs.  The  doftrine  of 
the  Pharifees  was  much  about  waihings^  and  legal  pu- 
rifications :  Yea,  faith  Chrift  j  but  I  tell  you,  you  mufl 
be  pure  in  hearty  otherwife  you  cannot  fee  'God.  Why, 
fay  the  Pharifees,  you  muft  do  good  works,  and  bring 
forth  good  fruits :  Yea,  faith  Chrift ;  but  make  the  tree 
good,  otherwife  the  fruit  cannot  be  good.  The  princi- 
ples muft  be  changjed,  the  nature  renewed,  and  the  foul 
implanted  into  Chrift ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  can  any 
do  what  is  fpiritually  good.  Till  there  be  both  a  fpiri- 
tuai  habit  of  grace,  wrought  by  the  efficacious  power  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  ;  and  a  fpiritual  communication  of 
heavenly  influences,  to  excite  that  habit  into  exercife, 
there  can  be  no  pure  afl:,  no  holy  work  acceptable  to 
God :  and  whatever  dodrine  4oth  not  aim  at  this,  it 
comes  fo  far  (hort  of  preffing  holinefs,  that  it  may  indeed 
make  hypocrites  ;  but  can  never  direO:  people  how  to 
go  one  ftep  beyond  hypocrify  and  felf-conceit :  for, 
without  this  radical  change,  a  man  may  we)l  be  pure  in 
his  own  eyes,  and  in  the  eyes  of  others  ;  but  is  not  pure 
in  God*s  eyes,  nor  waftien  from  his  filthinefs. 

3.  Hence  fee  the  difference  that  there  is  between  be* 
lievers  and  hypocrites.  The  hypocrite  doth  the  fame 
adion  externally  that  the  found  believer  doth ;  he  may 
pray  and  praife,  and  read  and  hear,  and  what  not. 
What  doth  the  beft  believer  that  I  do  not  ?  faith  the 
hypocrite.  What  can  they  do  but  I  will  do  ?  Yea,  he 
may  exceed  the  believer  in  the  multitude  of  duties. 
But,  behold !  all  the  while  he  is  a  mafs  of  impurity  and 
pollution  ;  and  only  pure  in  his  own  eyes.  He  may  in- 
deed afFeO:  holinefs,  and  feem  to  be  one  that  is  freed  of 
felf-conceit ;  but  yet  felf  is  ftill  his  principle,  and  fclf 
ftill  his  end.  Whereas  the  true  believer,'  as  fuch,  hath 
no  felf-conceit,  but  what  is  his  burden ;  no  felf-motive, 
but  what  is  his  grief;  no  felf-ends  or  aims,  but  what 
arc  his  exercife  either  fooner  or  later.  And,  in  a  word, 
there  is  as  great  a  difference  between  the  moft  refined 
hypocrite,  and  the  pooreft  believer,  as  there  is  between 
a  painted  image,  and  a  living  man  \  yea,  a.stl\tx^\'$»Vi^« 
M  m  m  2  x.^Kt:,^'^ 
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twccn  an  angel  of  light,  and"  a  devil  transforming  him- 
fclf  thereunto. 

4.  Hence  fee  ground  to  lament  this  common  diftem- 
per  and  epidemic  plague  oi  f elf -conceit  ^  that  hath  feized 
the  generality  of  profeffors,  whereby  they  are  pure  in 
their  own  eyes,  lliere  are  few  or  none  that  we  come  to 
clofe  converfe  with,  but  they  would  fein  make  us  believe, 
that  they  are  as  clean  and  pure  as  can  poflibly  be.  •  Say 
they,  '  We  are  all  finners ;  and  who  can  fay  otherwife 

*  but  they  have  fin  about  them  ?  But  God  be  thanked^ 

*  I  am  not  guilty  of  fuch  and  fuch  a  grofs  wickednefs ; 

*  you  muft  not  have  fuch  ill  thoughts  of  me :  I  was  never 

*  a  liar,  nor  a  cheat,  or  a  murderer :  I  have  always  had 

*  a  liking  to  the  beft  way ;  I  have  a  good  heart,  and  do 
^  good^duties ;  and  wherein  I  fail,  I  hope  I  will  be  better.* 
Alas !  Sirs,  profanity  kills  its  thoufands ;  bpt  delufiort 
kills  its  ten  thoufands  :  and  this  delufion  kills  its  twenty 
thoufands,  while  they  fancy  themfelvcs  to  be  right,  and 
in  ;a  good  condition,  and  yet  are  in  the  gall  ofbittemefs 
and  bond  of  iniquity. — ^What  is  the  ban  and  difpofition  of 
the  generation  ?  Even  a  fettled  contentednefs  in  their 
fihful  ftatc ;  a  prefumptuous  confidence  that  natural  men 
have  of  their  good  condition.  Every  man  is  fo  full  of 
felf-love,  that  he  is  loth  to  pafs  a  fentence  againft  his 
own  foul ;  loth  to  become  a  judge  and  felf-condemner, 
and  fo  an  executioner  of  all  his  vain  hope  and  falfe  con- 
fidences, that  he  hath  been  building  upon.  —  If  people 
were  once  come  to  fee  their  finful  ftate,  fo  as  to  cry  out. 
Oh  !  I  am  unclean^  unclean  !  and  to  fee  their  miferable 
ftate,  fo  as  to  cry  out,  Alas  !  I  am  undone^  undone  !  there 
would  be  more  hope  in  Ifrael  concerning  them :  but  while 
they  are  content  with  their  prefent  condition,  there  is 
no  hope  of  their  feeking  out  for  another. — Or,  if  any 
happen  to  fee  fomething  of  their  finfulnefs  and  mifery  ; 
yet,  how  doth  their  felf-conceit  lead  them  inftantly  to 
expeft  help  and  fupply  from  their  own  fufEciency :  for  this 
Arminianifm  is  natural  to  us  all.  We  hope,  that  either 
by  our  natural  ability,  common  graces,  or  beautiful 
performances,  we  may  help  ourfelves  out  of  the  horrible 
pit ;  not  knowing  that  we  have  dejlroyed  ourfelves^  and 
thzt  in  Ckriji  only  doth  our  belj  lie :   ^.wd  therefore  we 
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will  fcramble  for  our  comfort,  and  try  the  utmoft  of  our 
ftrength,  rather  than  be  obliged  to  him  to  help  us ;  and 
coniequently  when  the  body  or  confcience  is  brought  to 
trouble,  men  are  fo  ready  to  refolve,  and  apt  to  j)ro- 
mife  and  profefs  amendment,  faying,  .'  O,  I  will  be  a 

*  renewed  man ;  you  will  fee  that  I  will  take  up  myfelf, 

*  and  reform  all  tiiat  has  been  amifs.*  But,  behold ! 
when  their  fear  and  horror  is  over,  all  comes  to  nothing: 
they  cither  fall  back  into  the  fame,  or  greater  abomina- 
tions ;  or  elfe  wafte  away  into  a  wearifome  formality  and 
hypocrify. 

5.  Hence  we  may  fee  matter  of  comfort  to  all  whom 
the  Lord  hath  humbled  and  feparated  thus  from  a  ge- 
neration of  felf-conceited  finners,  who  are  pure  in  their 
own  eyes.  It  is  ground  of  comfort,  if  the  Lord  has  killed 
your  pride,  and  made  you  vile  in  your  own  eyes :  for^ 
iThus  filth  the  Lord^  the  high  and  lofty  One^  that  inhabit* 
etb  eternity^  whofe  name  is  holy  ;  I  dwell  in  the  high  and 
holy  place,  with  him  alfo  that  is  of  a  humble  and  contrite 
fpirit^  to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the  bumble,  and  to  revive  the 
fpirit  of  the  contrite  ones,  Ifa.  Ivii.  15.  Yea,  To  this 
man  will  I  look,  faith  the  Lord ;  even  to  him  that  is  poor ^ 
and  of  a  contrite  fpirit,  and  trembleth  at  my  word,  chap. 
Ixvi.  2.  Hath  the  Lord  brought  you  to  the  valley  of 
humiliation  ?  It  is  ground  of  comfort ;  becaufe  he  has 
given  this  valley  of  Achorfor  a  door  of  hope. 

6.  Hence  we  may  fee  matter  of  terror  to  thofe  that 
arc  ftill  filled  with  felf-conceit,  and  are  pure  in  their 
own  eyes ;  fo  fluffed  with  pride,  and  puffed  up  with 
the  wind  of  felf-confidence,  fuppofing  themfelves  to  be 
good,  and  honeft,  and  upright,  that  the  word  of  con- 
viftion  makes  no  imprcffion,  but  falls  upon  their  hard 
hearts,  as  water  upon  a  rock,  that  cannot  enter,  nor 
prevail,  nor  profit  at  all.  May  not  this  doftrine  dafli 
the  hopes,  and  fink  the  hearts,  of  all  haughty  arid  hard- 
hearted finners  ?  If  your  hearts  were  never  humbled, 
God  never  dwelt  there :  dwell  yoii  whereyoii  will,  God 
doth  not  dwell  with  you  ;  for,  though  he  has  refpedl  to 
the  lowly ^  yet  he  knoweth  the  proud  afar  off;  yaa,  refijls 
the  proud.  You  may  be  pure  in  your  own  eyes,  and 
draw  the  eyes  of  others  after  you ;  but  God  will  not 
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£Oine  near  you,  nor  caft  his  eye  towards  you,  but  with 
abhorrence.  Hear  and  fear,  then,  you  that  2x€  JiouU 
.  hearted^  and  far  f^rom  rigliteoufnefs  ;  whofc  confciences 
can  atteft,  that  the  day  never  yet  dawned,  where  you 
found  not  your.fuis  a  pleafure  to  you.  You  arc  fo  far 
from  being  humbled  or  troubled  for  your  fins,  that  it 
is  your  only  trouble  that  you  cannot  isommit  them  with 
content,  and  without  controul :  and  you  arc  only 
troubled  with  admonitions,  counfcls,  commands,  threat* 
jiings,  fcriptures,  and  fermons  that  crofs  you. — Know 
for  certain,  if  you  be  never  humbled,  and  broken  for 
your  abominations,  you  muft  burn  for  them  one  day. 
Your  proud  hearts  were  never  abafed  and  laid  in  the 
dud ;  and  if  they  remain  fo,  the  Lord  will  ruin  both  you 
and  them. — There  are  a  few  in  the  world,  whofc  hearts 
fail  them,  under  the  weight  of  their  abominations ;  and 
and  who  lie  low  in  the  duft  for  their  fins :  but  you,  being 
pure  in  your  own  eyes^  and  never  humbled  for  your  heart 
and  life-abominations,  deride  and  fcom  thefe  humbled 
and  broken  ones,  and  look  down  upon  them,  with  a 
fupercilious  eye,  as  filly  and  defpicable  men :  But  yet 
;a  little  while,  and  you  fhall  fee  them  exalted  to  glory, 
and  faved  for  ever ;  when  fuch  felf-conceited,  proud, 
and  prefumptuous  wretches,  as  you  are,  fliall  be  turned 
into  hell !     O  Sirs,  Be  not  high-minded^  but  fear. 

The  fecond  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  doSrine,  is  for 
dehortaiion  and  caution,  i.  To  the  wicked.  2.  To  the 
godly.     3.  To  all  in  general. 

I.  To  the  wicked  and  ungodly.  Is  this  felf-conceit  fo 
incident  to  a  multitude  ofprofejfors?  O  Sirs,  do  not  draw 
this  inference  from  it,  as  if  there  were  no  real  Chri/iians 
in  the  world,  becaufe  many  pretend  to  be  fo,  who  yet 
are  not  fo.  Nay,  God  hath  his  own  remnant  in  the 
world ;  his  Nathaniels^  who  are  Ifraelites  indeed^  in 
whom  there  is  no  guile ^  no  allowed  or  unlawful  guile. 
In  the  chufchVifible  there  is  a  heap  of  chaff;  but  there 
is  fome  wheat  among  the  chaff.  In  Zion  there  is  a 
heap  o£»ftones ;  but  there  are  fome  diamonds  among 
the  (tones.  Though  many  fatisfy .  themfelves  with  a 
form  ofgodlinefi^  wilboul  Ivaxlxv^  the  fower  thereof:   yet 
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there  arc  fome  to  whom  the  go/pel  bath  come^  not  in  word 
mdy^  but  in  power ;  and  that  underftand  the  pow^r  of 
godlinefs. 

a,.  To  the  godly  there  is  this  caution.  Do  not  think 
that  you  ought  not  to  profefs  religion^  becaufe  fo  many 
profeflbrs  do  deceive  themfelves,  and  profefs  very  fo-  ' 
lemnly,  who  yet  are. impure  indeed.  The  poffeffion  of 
Chrift  in  the  heart  ij?  the  principal  thing ;  but  the  con- 
feflion  of  Chrift  with  the  mouth  is  alfo  duty :  ff^ith  the 
heart  man  believeth  unto  righteoufnefs  ;  and  with  the  mouth 
confejjion  is  made  unto  falvation,  Rom.  x.  lo.  Give  not 
over  your  pofef&on  of  the  name  of  Chrift ;  ahhougli 
many  have  but  a  name  to  live^  and  are  dead :  but  endea-. 
vour,  through  grace,  to  prove  our  profeflion  before  the 
world,  by  your  pradlice  conformed  thereunto ;  and  to 
prove  your  pr^ftice  before  God  and  confcience,  by  the 
principle  of  faith,  in  love  to  and  zeal  for  a  God  in  Chrift, 
moving  you  thereunto. 

3.  To  all  in  general.  The  caution  and  dehortation 
we  tender  is,  Seeing  this  abominable  evil  doth  fo  much 
prevail  and  abound,  and  that  many  pretend  to  call  them- 
felves  by  the  God  of  ffrael,  and  take  great  titles  to 
themfelves  in  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  are  pure  in 
their  own  eyes,  who  yet  are  nought  in  reality ;  O  then. 
Sirs,  be  not  high-minded^  but  fear.  What  reafon  have 
we  to  fear,  left  we  be  amongft  the  number  of  felf-con- 
ceited  perfons,  and  felf-deceivers  ?  For,  if  we  furvey 
our  hearts,  we  will  find  what  a  high  conceit  of  ourfelves 
we -have  entertained.  Beware  of  this  fin ;  for  it  is  a 
dangerous  evil,  as  I  have  alrjcady  fliewn  on  the  4oftrinal 
part,  and  might  here  refume,  were  it  not  for  *gaining 
of  time. 

The  third  ufe  of  the  fubjeft,  is  for  reproof.  This 
doftrine  reaches  a  reproof  to  all  that  are  pure  in  their 
own  eyes^  2xA  filled  with  f elf  conceit. 

I.  Some  have  an  high  conceit  of  l!beir  ovjnperfon. 
'  They  are  proud,  perhaps,  of  a  white  fldn,  amiable  fea- 
tures, and  a  handfome  ftiape  ;  little  rememberifig  what 
a  few  days  ficknefs  will  produce,  and  that  all  will  moul- 
der into  duft  in  the  iffue.     They  that  ^rt  y^oa^^qJI^^w 
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bodily  excellencies,  or  yet  of  their  foul  accomplifliments, 
do  not  duly  ponder,  that  th?ir  body  is  but  a  piece  of 
clay,  and  their  foul  a  piece  of  hell,  •  by  nature. 

2.  Some  have  an  high  conceit  of  their  poffejjions  and 
attainments  ;  puflfed  up  becaufe  they  have  an  opulency 
of  worldly  things,  and  fomc  natural  and  acquired  abili- 
ties ;  not  knowing  that  they  arc  without  life,  without 
light,  without  hplinefs ';  yea,  without  Gody  and  without 
hope  in  the  world;  really  ^0(?r,  mijerable^  wretched ,  blindy 
and  nakedy  Eph.  ii.  12.  Rev.  iii.  17.  Surely  the  beft  of 
us  want  more  than  we  have. 

3.  Some  have  a  high  conceit  of  their  performances  ; 
while  yet  they  do  little  or  nothing  for  God,  or  for  the 
generation ;  nothing  for  their  own  fouls ;  nothing  for 
their  families ;  nothing  for  the  fpiritufal  good  of  the 
neighbourhood  that  are  about  them.  They  have  the 
leaves  of  a  profeffion,  the  flowrifli  6i  refolutions',  and 
the  appearance  of  fruit ;  but  it  never  ripens  to  a  fpiritu- 
ally  good  work. 

4.  Some  have  an  high  conceit  of  their  own  power  and 
ability :  they  think  they  can  repent,  they  can  believe, 
they  can  pray,  they  can  meditate,  they  can  mortify  fin 
when  they  pleafe :  they  think  they  can  communicate  as 
well  as  the  bed ;  they  can  love  God  and  their  neighbour; 
while  yet  they  are  wholly  zvithout  Jirength,  and  can  do 
nothing  ;  yea,  are  notfufficient  ofthemfelves^  to  think  any 
thing  as  of  themfelves. 

5.  Some  have  a  high  conceit  of  their  ovfn  fufferings^ 
.as  well  as  doings.  Some  will  fpeak  very  boaftingly  of 
their  fufferings  that  they  have  undergone,  and  what  perfe- 
cutions  they  h^ive  endured  for  religion,  and  a  good  caufe; 
and,  perhaps,  think  more  of  thefe  than  they  do  of  Chrift's 
fufferings  for  them :  but  they  are  not  of  Paul's^  difpofiti- 
on  ;  God  forbid^  faith  he,  that  Ifhould  glory  ^  fave  in  the 
crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl^  Gal.  vi.  14. 

Many  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and,  why  ?  Becaufe 
they  judge  amifs  concerning  themfelves. 

(i.)^Some  judge  themfelves  pure,  becaufe  of  their 
profeffion^  their  eminent  profeffion ;  who  yet  may  be 
curfed  with  the  barren  ftg-Ute*  Such  a  fandy  foundati- 
on many  build  upon,  i\v?a  iVve^^^iiew^^Y^^^^^^^^^^^U. 
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gibn  for  true  Ghriftianity.  What !  fay  they ;  miniftcrs 
talk  of  converfion,  regeneration,  the  new  birth,  and 
wc  know  not  what  unintelligible  things :  but,  God  be 
thanked,  we  are  not  Papifts,  neither  are  we  Athcifts, 
nor  Infidels,  without  the  church;  we  are  within  the 
very  bofom  of  the  church,  and  even  enjoy  the  privileges 
of  the  church.  Alas !  Sirs ;  miftake  not  your  own  ma- 
dow  for  a  bridge,  and  fo,  venturing  thereupon,  drown 
yourfelves  for  ever. 

.  (2.)  Some  judge  themfclves  pure,  becaufe  of  their 
:gifts.  One  may  have  the  gift  of  prattling^  and  be  able 
to  fpeak  well  pf  religion,  and  recommend  religious 
things ;  and  think,  wno  but  he.  Another  may  have 
the  gift  of  prayer^  while  he  is  a  ftranger  to  the  grace 
-of  it ;  yet  he  may  fuppofe  the  gift  to  be  fuffi^ient ;  and 
being  thus  eminent  above  many  others,  he  may  think  he 
is  well  enough.  But  gifts  and  graces  are  not  the  fame : 
many  have  gone  down  to  the  pit  of  hell  with  their  great 
gifts,  and  with  all  their  wifdom  and  learning,  that  they 
valued  themfelves  fo  much  upon. 

(3.)  Some  judge  themfelves  pure,  becaufe  of  their 
common  graces,  which  they  miftake  for  Javing  graces. 
There,  is  many  times  fuch  arefemblance  between  com- 
mon and  faving  grace,  that  they  take  counterfeit  coin 
for  true,  becaufe  of  its  likenefs  to  it.  As  Saul  took  the 
devil  for  Samuel,  becaufe  of  his  mantle ;  fo  many  take 
a  common  work  of  the  Spirit,  for  the  true  faving  work, 
becaufe  of  its  good  appearance. — In  the  under/ianding 
there  may  be  a  common  Hluniination,  as  well  as  a  faving 
one,  Heb.  vi.  4. ;  though  there  is  a  vaft  difference  be- 
tween the  two.  For  the  common  illumination  doth  only 
adorn  and  beautify  the  foul ;  but  the  faving  doth  irradi- 
ate, inlighten,  and  warm  the  foul.  The  one  is  inform- 
ing, the  other  is  transforming :  the  one  is  barren,  the 
other  fruitful.  — In  the  confcience,  there  may  be  common 
convidions  and  qualms,  as  well  as  thofe  that  iflue  in  faving 
converfion.  Some  may  have  had  fuch  a  work  upon  their 
hearts,  as  that  the  relating  of  it  may  procure  them  ample 
teftimojiy  among  minifters  and  Chriftians :  and  no  doubt 
but  the  difciples  would  have  given  a  good  teftimony  of  Ju- 
das, before  he  was  difcovered-,  tW  C\mft.^'3LN^\i\\^xvci"tv^. 

Vol.  L  Nuu         •  ^^^ 
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But  what  though  we  had  a  teftimonial  written,  with  an 
ample  recommendation  from  men  or  angels ;  if  Ghrift^s 
hand  be  not  at  it,  God  will  rejed  it  j  and  the  Mefied 
Redeemer  of  finners  will  fay,  /  never  Jigned  if^'^^  In  the 
affedions^  there  may  be  common  defiref  and  dekgbis^  as 
well  as  fpecial:  there  may  be  falfe  joys  and  forrows, 
like  the  joy  of  the  ftony-ground  hearers ;  and  like  the 
-forrows  of  Efau  for  lofing  the  birth-right.— Yea,  in  the 
willy  there  may  be  a  common  change^  as  well  as  a  fav- 
.  ing  one :  Men  may  take  on  good  refolutions,  and  ftarts 
of  devotion,  as  if  they  would  take  heaven  by  violence ; 
and  yet  the  will  never  renewed,  or  made  willing  in  the 

day  of  God's  power. O  then.  Sirs,  let  us  take  heed 

that  we  be  not  deceived  in  this  matter. 

(4.)  Some  judge  themfdves  pure,  becaufe  they  have 
cfcaped  the  pollutions  of  the  world.  Tliey  have,  it  may 
be,  forfaken  fome  fins,  that  only  time,  and  circum- 
ftances  changing,  have  tired  them  out  of.  They  may 
imagine^  that  their  abftaining  from  the  grofs  evils  of  the 
generation  is  true  fanftity.  But  there  is  a  two-foU 
lanftification  ;  one  of  ihc^e/hy  and  another  of  xhcfpi- 
rit :  I  take  the  former  to  be  an  abftaining  from  grofs  and 
fcandaious  fins,  like  thofe  fpoken  of,  2  Pet.  ii.  20.  They 
may  come  this  length,  and  yet  be  ftrangers  to  purity,  or 
true  fanftity  of  heart  or  life.  But  there  is  a  fanftificati- 
on  of  fpiritj  when  God  gives  the  promifed  new  heart 
and  new  fpirit.  Now,  many  take  the  former  for  the 
latter  :  they  take  rcftraining  grace  for  renewing  grace. 
God  reftrains  Pagans,  yea,  devils  alfo,  from  doing  a 
thoufand  ill  turns,  that  they  would  otherwife  do.  What 
is  the  moti^^e  that  makes  them  abftain  from  thefe  fins  ? 
Is  it  the  love  of  God  ?  or  the  fear  of  God  ?  Nay,  take 
away  public  fliame  and'  reproach,'  they  would  go  for- 
ward to  all  manner  of  wickednefs :  and  yet  becaufe 
they  are  outwardly  pure,  they  are  ready  to  conclude 
themfelves  innocent.  But,  man ;  what  though  you  had 
not  a  tongue  ?  yet  you  can  curfe  God  in  your  heart. 
What  though  you  had  not  eyes  ?  yet  you  can  commit 
adultery  in  your  heart. 

(1;.)  Some  judge  themfelves  pure;  becaufe  they  fide 
with  t\ic  Jiricleft  party ^  \v\l^"?^\x\  >  anRcbrru)  of  tfie  He- 
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krews:  But  it  is  not  Ji(Ung  with  the  truths  though  that 
be  commendable  ^  hMth^xa^fanSlified  by  the  truths  that 
will  do  the  buiineis.  Juda9  was  a  fon  of  perdition^ 
though  he  joined  with  the  truth  for  a  while. 

(6.)  hi  a  word,  manyjudgcthcmfclvespure,  bccaufe 
they  have  no  difquiet  or  difturbance  in  their  eonfciences  ; 
"v^ncas  it  may  be  but  the  devil  that  is  keeping  all  his 
goods  in  peace :  ff^hih  the  ft  rang  man  armed  keepetb  the 
boufe^  bis  goods  are  in  peace ^  Luke  xi.  2i.  When  the 
confcience  once  becomes  feared,  or  fopited,  it  ceafes  to"^^ 
be  God's  faithful  deputy ;  and  then  there  is  noth'mg  J>ut 
an  inttre  cahn. 

The  fourth  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  dodrinc,  is  for 
trial  and  examination.  Well,  Sirs,  O  put  yourfelves  to 
the  trial,  left  you  go  down  to  the  grave  with  a  lie  in 
your  right-hand.  When  God  is  faying.  There  is  a  ge- 
neration pure  in  their  own  eyes^  yet  not  waflfedfrom  their 
fiUbinefs  ;  a  generation  of  felf-conceited  people,  that  are 
but  deceiving  thcmfelvcs ;  it  fhould  put  us  to  fay,  Mafler^ 
is  it  I?  And  if  we  fhould  fufpcfl:  ourfelves,  were  it  faid. 
One  otfyoujhall  betray  me ;  one  of  you  fhall  deceive 
yourfelJF:  how  much  more  when  it  is  faid,  a  -whole  gene- 
ration  is  thus  fet  to  deceive  themfelves  about  eternal  fal- 
vation.  Try  if  ever  you  have  been  humbled  for,  and 
dehvered  from  this  felf-conceit.  You  may  examine  it 
by  thcfe  things  following. 

I.  Try  it  by  the  end  you  propofe  in  doing  ^ny  good 
adion^  or  going  about  any  good  duty.     The  proud  felf- 
cohceited  man  is  always  vain-glorious  :  Hozv  can  you  be* 
lieve  thatfeek  glory  one  of  another?  faith  Chrift,  John  v.  44. 
The  man  feeks  his  own  praife  and  applaufc  :  thus  Jehu, 
as  you  may  fee,  2  Kings  x.  15,  16.  Is  thy  heart  right  as 
mine  ?  faith  he  to  Jehonadab.  Whereas  the  humble  man 
hath  always  a  better  conceit  of  another  perfon's  heart   . 
than  of  his  own,  being  always  fufpicious  of  himfelf ;  and 
fo  would  rather  fay,  when  he  meets  with  one  like  Jeho- 
nadab, O!  is  my  heart  right  and  upright  as  his  is.  Again, 
fays  Jehu  to  Jehonadab,  Come  fee  my  zeal  for  the  Lord: 
yea,  but  true  zeal  defires  not  to  be  feen  of  atv^,  WvVvvkv. 
who/ff/i  h/ecret.    If  our  lamp  vi'iSL  not  Wtii  >n\\X\qv^v 
Nnn  z  .       "  ^^ 
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the  oil  of  mens  praife,  it  is  a  fign  that  fclf-conccit  hath 
the  predominant.  I  read  of  one,  who,  when  in  a  mo- 
naftry,  fafted  whole  days  together  with  eafe ;  but  in  the 
defart  he  could  not  hold  out  till  noon,  but  his  belly 
would  crave  prefently :  when  he  demanded  the  reafon 
of  this,  he  had  the  following  anfwer  given.  That  in  the 
monaftry,  the  praife  of  man  was  inftead  of  meat  to  him; 
he  fed  there  upon  it :  which  fuftenance  failing  him,  in 
the  defart,  his  falling  ftrength  failed  alfo. 

2.  Try  it,  not  only  by  the  end  you  propofe,  in  doing 
good  aftions ;  viz.  the  glory  of  God,  not  daring  to 
feek  yourfelf,  if  truly  humbled ;  but  examine  it  alfo  by 
the  manner  of  doing  the  duty ;  no  daring  to  truft  your- 
felf, but  affefted  with  a  fenfe  of  your  own  infirmity, 
refting  wholly  upon  the  power  of  God,  to  be  perfefted 
in  your  T^eaknefs.  Self-conceit  will  venture  upon  any 
duty  without  fear,  laying,  with  Peter,  Though  all  men 

forfake  thee^  yet  will  not  I.  But  humility  will  venture 
upon  nothing,  without  looking  for  the  promifed  fupply, 
fayingi  with  Paul,  Not  that  we  are  fufficient  ofourfelves, 
to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfehes  ;  hut  our  fufficiency  is 
oj  God^  1  Cor.  iii.  5. 

3.  Examine  it  by  the  ijfue  of  your  religious  duties ; 
or  your  deport?nent  after  the  doing  thereof.  Self-con- 
ceit will  take  the  praife  of  the  duty  done,  faying,  with 
Nebuchadnezzar,  Dan.  iv.  30.  Is  riot  this  great  Babylon 
that  I  have  built?  But  humility  fends  it  back  to  the  Lord, 
faying,  with  David,  Not  unto  us,  not  unto  us  ;  but  to 
thy  name  be  the  glory ^  Pfal.  cv.  i. 

But,  perhaps,  it  may  be  afked.  Where  'will  you  find  a 
man  upon  earth  that  is  not  tainted  with  this  pride  andfelff 

To  this  it  might  be  replied  ;  thoughts  of  pride  and 
vain-glory  may  rujh  into  the  heart  of  an  humbled  faint ; 
yea,  but  they  reji  in  the  heart  of  a  hypocrite.  Again, 
if  the  faint  fees  himfelf,  in  the  doing  of  any  thing,  proud; 
then  he  is  twice  as  humble  afterward,  becaufe  he  was 
not  humble.  There  may  be  fonie  kind  of  humility  in 
an  hypocrite,  and  fome  remains  of  pride  in  a  faint :  but 
here  is  the  difference ;  the  hypocrite's  humility  makes 
him  proud  ;  v;hercas  the  faint's  pride  makes  him  hum- 
ble.    The  hypocrite'*  \vum\\\vj  \%  lo^Qr«t.^Tn\Skv  ^Vvde^ 
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and  the  faint's  pride  is  followed  with  humiliation.  The 
hypocrite  is  proud,  becaufe  he  is  humble  ;  but  the  faint 
is  humble,  on  account  of  his  pride.  Thus  Hezekiah^s 
heart  was  lifted  up)  but  it  is  faid  of  him,  2.  Chrdn.  xxxiL 
26.  that  he  humbled  himfelffor  the  pride  of  his  heart.  In 
a  true  believer,  there  is  either  the  fore-humility,  help- 
ing him  to  do  the  duty  right ;  or  the  after-humility, 
cxercifing  him  for  doing  the  duty  wrong,  which  is  the 
mod  fevere  of  the  two.  "  He  hath  either,  as  one  faith, 
"  the  direfting  humility,  for  the  right  manner;  or  the  1 
"  correding  humility,  for  the  erroneous  manner  of 
**  doing."  If  we  can  follow  the  fway  of  our  own  pride 
and  vain-glorious  aflFedlions,  without  all  refpeft  to  God's 
glory,  and  yet  never  be  truly  humbled  afterwards,  this  is 
evident  hypocrify ,  and  an  unconteftable  proof  that  we  have 
not  the  leaft  grain  of  fincerity.  And,  indeed,  gofpeU 
fincerity  is  many  times  more  humbled  for  fuch  mix- 
tures of  defilement  in  duty  than  for  fome  adions  limply 
evil  in  themfelves. 

4.  Try  this  point  by  jo\xr  feverity  againjijin  in  your- 
fehes.     An  hypocrite  cannot  endure  fin  in  others ;  no, 

not  fo  much  as  a  mote  in  his  brother^s  eye  j  though  yet 
he  can  endure  a  beam  in  his  own.  A  true  believer  is 
ready  to  throw  the  firft  ftone  at  himfelf ;  he  will  be  rea- 
dy to  lay  more  againft  himfelf,  than  any  other  can  fay 
againft  him :  he  cannot  wink  at  fins  in  himfelf,  nor  in 
his  neareft  and  deareft  relation.  As  he  loves  good  in 
his  greateft  enemy ;  fo  he  hates  fin  in  his  neareft 
friend. 

5.  Examine  it  by  your  rejoicing  at  the  graces^  and 
grieving  at  thejins  of  others^  as  well  as  your  own.  The 
man  that  is  pure  in  his  own  eyes,  and  felfilh,  if  he  can 
grieve  for  his  own  Jins^  he  is  not  careful  to  grieve  for 
thcftn  of  others :  this  is  fufpicious,  as  if  he  grieved  not 
for  God*s  caufe,  or  for  the  dilhonours  his  own  fins  hath 
done  to  him ;  for,  were  he  truly  aflFefted  for  the  offence 
he  himfelf  hath  done  to  God,  then  would  he  grieve  alfo, 
that  the  fins  of  others  dilhonour  God  and  ftain  his  glo- 
ry :  but  he  is  grieved  for  his  own  fake,  for  fear  of  fome 
evil  procured  to  himfelf  by  his  fin  ;  which  argues  felf- 
love,  rather  than  love  to  God.— Agim,  v\vt.  ytotv  ^-axX^ 
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pore  in  his  own  eyes,  and  felfiih,  if  he  rejoices  in  bis  ewn 
graces^  yet  not  in  the  graces  of  others  ;  or  when  he  fees 
the  glory  of  God  fet  forth  by  others,  when  he  hath  no 
hand  in  it  himfelf :  he  is  like  the  men  of  Ephraim,  iky* 
ing  to  Jcphthah,  Wherefore  paffed/i  thou  ever  to  fight,  «- 
gainji  the  children  of  Ammon^  and  didft  not  call  us  f 
Judges  xii.  i.  But  the  humble  Ibul,  in  whom  lielf  is 
broken,  can  rejoice,  and  give  praife  and  thanks  to  hear 
or  fee  that  God  is  glorified,  though  he  himfelf  was  not 
^  the  inftrument  thereof.  This  appears  to  be  the  frame 
of  Paul,  Phil.  i.  8.  Though  fom  preached  Cbri/i  out  of 
envy  and  vain-glory  ;  yet  fori  the  matter  found,  though 
for  the  manner  unfuitable ;  what  was  that  to  Paul,  that 
Chrift  was  truly  preached  ?  Therein^  lays  he,  I  do  rejoice  f 
yca^  and  will  rejoice. 

Examine  yourfel  ves  by  thefc  things :  judge  and  try  your- 
felves,  that  you  may  not  live  in  the  dark,  and  ftiU  remain 
uncertain  whether  you  arc  in  a  ftate  of  nature  or  grace. 

The  fifth  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  doffarine,  fliall  be 
for  exhortation.  O  Sirs,  feck  that  the  Lord  would  deli- 
ver you  iromfelf  conceit,  and  proud  thoughts  of  yofurfelves^ 
Here  we  might  addrefs  three  different  kinds  of  perfons. 
— We  might  exhort  the  proud,  to  receive  a  word  of  ter^ 
or :  but  having  dropt  a  word  of  this  nature,  on  thcfixth 
inference  on  the  ufe  of  information,  we  fhall  not  here 
infift  farther  upon  it. — We  might  alfo  fpeak  a  word  to 
the  humble,  and  advife  them  to  receive  a  word  of  com- 
fort :  but  having  likewife  infifted  a  little  on  this,  on  the 
fifth  inference,  on  the  above  ufe  of  information,  we  fhall 
refer  to  what  was  therq  offered. — We  might  addrefs 
ourfelves  to  all  in  general :  but  as  we  offered  fomcthing 
of  this  nature  on  the  third  particular  on  the  fecond  ufe, 
viz.  of  caution,  we  (hall  pafs  this  by  at  the  time  alfo. 

It  is  the  eaficfl  thing  in  the  world  for  a  man  to  flat- 
ter himfelf,  and  dream  that  he  is  rich,  and  increafed  in 
goods,  and  fiands  in  need  of  nothing  ;  and  to  think  the 
beft  of  himfelf:  but  yet  nothing  is  more  dangerous.  It 
is  dangerous  to  be  flattered  by  another ;  A  man  that  flat- 
Urethhis  neighbour,  ffrcadeth  a  net  for  his  feet,  Prov.  xxix^ 
5. :    but  yet  it  is  moie  duTv^t.xa>i^  x^  ^-aMtx  i^Mxfeives  \ 
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for  felf-flattery  fpreads  a  net  for  our  fouls :  and  many 
fouls  are  caught  at  laft  in  this  net.  It  is  a  great  evil  for 
E  man  to  deceive  another ;  but  much  more  for  a  man 
to  deceive  himfelf :  even  fo,  it  is  a  terrible  thing  for  a 
man  to  kill  another ;  yet  it  is  ftill  more  dreadful  for  one 
to  kiU  and  deftroy  himfelf.  But  the  evil  and  danger  of 
it  I  opened  before. 

Let  us  take  heed  then,  and  be  jealous  and  fufjHcious 
of  ourfelves,  cfpecially  when  we  find  good  conceits  of 
ourfelves  arife  in  our  hearts.  And  that  we  may  not  be 
felfconceited,  and  pure  in  our  own  eyes,  let  us  take 
thcfc  following  direilimsj  by  way  oiantitodCj  with  which 
I  conclude  the  fubjeft. 

Quest.  How  may  a  man  avoid  this  felf-conceit^  ofjudg* 
i^g  rf  bimfilf  better  than  indeed  he  is  f 

Amsw-  They&y?  antidote  againft  felf-conceit,  is,  "  To 
*'  look  well  to  ourfehe:^  and  our  foul  faces  in  the  glafs 
**  of  the  holy  law.^*  Many  may  vainly  imagine  their 
faces  fair  and  clean,  till  they  come  to  look  in  a  glafs ; 
and  they  no  fooner  look  therein,  but  they  fee  many  fpots 
and  defilements  which  before  they  thought  not  of.  So 
let  us  do  here :  l?t  us  examine  ourfelvcs  by  the  law  ; 
examine  what,  and  how  much  the  law.  requires ;  and 
how  far  fhojt  we  come  of  that  purity,  grace,  and  ho- 
linefs  that  is  there  required ;  and  then  you  will  find  little 
caufe  of  falling  in  love  with  your  Ethiopian  face,  or  dote 
upon  yburfelves,  when  you  fee  that  you  are  fo  ugly  and 
deformed :  a  fight  of  your  deformity  would  keep  you 
from  felf-conceit.  When,  in  the  glafs  of  the  law,  you 
fee  your  own  defiled  and  deformed  vifage  and  monftrous 
fliape,  you  will  find  little  cauf^f  to  be  enamoured  with 
your  own  beauty.  Men  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes,  becaufc 
they  do  not  make  ufe  of  this  looking-glafs.  When  the 
commandment  came^  and  Paul  faw  himfelf  in  this  glafs, 
then  fin  revived^  and  he  died  to  all  conceit  of  his  own  puri- 
ty. When  you  view  yourfclf  in  this  glafs,  it  will  make 
you  fay  the  quite  contrary  to  the  young  man  in  the 
gofpel.  None  of  all  thefe  things  have  1  kept  from  my 
youth. 

The  fecond  antidote  againft  felf-conceit,  is,  "To  take 
*'  a  look  of  Chrijt*sfair  face  m  t\ie  g\^^'&  ol  \^cv^  S^J^^^'^, 
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This  would  be  a  mighty  prcfenrative :    Beholding  as  in 
a  glafs  the  glory  of  God,  we  are  changedy  2  Cor.  lii.  18. 
When  Job  faw  this  fight,  then  he  crys  out.  Behold^  I 
am  vile ;  now,  I  abhore  myfelfy   and  repent  in  dufi  and 
ajhes.     A  fight  of  Chrift's  matchlefs  beauty  would  make 
us  loath  our  deformity.     A  fight  of  his  perfcft  righte- 
oufncfs,  in  its  glory,  would  make  us  fee  and  be  hum- 
bled for  our  own  guiltinefs  and  fin. — If  a  foul  fac*d  pcr- 
fon,  who  thinks  himfelf  handfome  enough,  fet  hiinfelf 
with  a  very  beautiful  perfon  to  look  into  a  glafs  toge- 
ther, the  beautiful  face,  which  he  fees  befide  his  own, 
will  make  him  think  very  little  of  himfelf,  when  com- 
pared with  the  other.     O !  how  infinitely  more,  if,  with 
one  eye,  we  look  at  our  own  deformed  piflnre,   and 
with  the  other  at  the  infinite  perfeftion  of  beauty  that 
is  in  Chrift  !  we  canijot  but  abhore  ourfelves.     Never 
any  man  faw  Chrift's  beauty,  but  he  looked  upon  him- 
felf as  a  monfter,  and  fank*into  nothing  in  his  own  con- 
ceit.    O  then.  Sirs,  feek  a  fight  of  the  glory  of  Chrift. 
The  third  antitode  againft  felf-conceit,  is,  *'  To  com- 
**  pare  ourfelves  with  thofe  that  are  before  us,  and  not 
"  behind  us."     A  blockhead  is  but  a  blockhead  ftill, 
though  he  hath  more  learning  ftill  than  a  plowman : 
though,  perhaps,  comparing  himfelf  with  a  clown,  he 
thinks  himfelf  to  be  a  learned  man ;   but  compare  him 
with  a  learned  man,  and  then,  notwithftanding  his  high 
opinion  of  himfelf,  he  will  appear  but  half  an  idiot.   So 
it  is  here ;  the  civil  honeft  man,  when  he  compares  him- 
felf with  the  fwiniih  drunkard,  the  foul  adulterer,  the 
prodigious  fwearcr,  he  begins,  in  a  manner,  poor  man, 
to  Saint  himfelf,  as  if  h^  was  the  only  man  that  fhould 
be  faved.     And  thus  the  proud-conceited  Pharifee  raif- 
es  himfelf  on  his  tip-toes,   by  comparing  himfelf  with 
the  publican ;  God^  I  thank  thee^   that  I  am  not  as  other 
men,  nor  as  this  publican  :  fo  faith  the  civil  man  ;  I  am 
not  fuch  a  drunkard,  fuch  a  fwearer,  as  fuch  a  man  is : 
and  fo,  becaufe  they  are  not  fo  bad  as  others  that  are 
worfe,    hence  they  conceive  themfelves  to  be  wonder- 
fully good.     But  now,  the  v/ay  to  meafure  yourfelves, 
is,  not  to  look  backward^  but  to  \ook  forward :  not  to 
confider  how  nvac\\  you  20cc\>eNivcv^  ^x>\^?Js:ax4i^'^svlCwear- 
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crs ;  but  to  look  forward,  and  fee  how  far  fliort  you 
are  of  them  who  are  truly  zealous  and  religious,  truly 
godly  and  gracious.  Compare  yourfelves  with  them  ; 
have  you  that  meafure  of  kfiowledge,  faith,  experience, 
mortification,  zeal,,  and  obedience,  which  they  have  ? 
Are  you  as  confcientious  in  fecret  devotion,  and  other 
parts  of  religion  ?  Alas !  how  far  fliort  do  you  come  of 
them !  And  yet  the  beft  of  them  are  far  fliort  of  what 
they  fliould  be :  and  if  you  be  fliort  of  them,  who  are 
but  fliort-comcrs  themfelves  ;  how  far  fliort  do  you 
come !  What  grounds  have  you  to  think  well  of  your- 
felves, who  are  beyond  a  drunkard,  when,  in  the  mean 
time,  you  are  far  (hort  of  a  good  Chriftian  ?  Therefore, 
to  keep  down  this  fpiritual  pride,  look  not  at  publicans, 
but  gracious  perfons.  And  if  you  find  yourfelves  like 
to  fwell  with  this  conceit,  I  am  not  as  this  publican  ;  then, 
on  the  other  hand,  humble  yourfelves  with  this  medi- 
tation, /  am  not  as  this  gracious  perfon. 

But  fome  will  think,  that  even  gracious  perfons  have 
their  blemiflies ;  and  fo  they  compare  themfelves,  and 
their  fins,  with  the  grofs  fins  of  Lot,  Noah,  David, 
Peter,  and  other  godly  men ;  and  fo  fl:ill  they  cbnceive 
a  good  opinion  of  themfelves,  and  think  all  is  well. 
But  you  would  confider,  that  the  falls  of  the  godly  did 
ferve  for  their  -  own  humility,  and  for  our  warning. 
God  knoweth  how  to  chaftife  his  own  who  offend,  giv- 
ing repentance  unto  life  and  falvation :  but  he  will  juft- 
ly  condemn  thofe  who  wittingly  fl:umble  at  their  falls, 
and  wilfully  ly  in  their  fins,  being  fallen.  We  are  not 
to  follow  the  befl:  of  men  in  all  their  aftions.  As  the 
cloud  that  guided  the  Ifraelites  had  two  fides,  the  one 
bright  and  fliining,  the  other  black  and  dark;  fuch  is 
the  cloud  of  the  examples  of  godly  men :  thofe  that  will 
be  direded  by  the  light  fide  thereof,  ftiall,  with  the 
children  of  Ifracl,  pafs  fafely  toward  the  heavenly  Ca- 
naan: b\it  thofe  that  will  follow  the  dark  fide  of  it, 
fliall  periih,  with  the  Egyptians,  in  the  Red-fea  of  de- 
flrudion. 

The  fourth  antidote  againft  felf-conceit,  is,  "  To  think 
*'  upon  that  exaft  and  Hr id:  judgment  and  ejiimate^  that 
"  muft  bie  taken  of  you  at  the  gteal  d?i^  o^  Yxdi^gKv^Tvx.:^ 
Vol.  I.  O  0  o  ^^«^ 
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Then  muft  you  be  judged,  not  by  what  you  judge  your- 
fclves  to  be,  but  by  what  you  arc  indeed.  Meditate 
with  yourfelvcs ;  "  Now,  I  am  pure  in  mine  own  eyes ; 
*'  I  think  I  may  be  content  with  the  purity  I  have : 
**  but  am  I  now,  and  will  I  then  be  pure  in  God's  fight, 
*'  whofe  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  fire,  to  penetrate  through 
"  and  try  all  the  mod  retired  wickednefs,  and  hidden 
"  drofs  and  corruption  which  lies  in  my  heart  and  nature, 
"  thoughts  and  aflFeftions,  as  well  as  in  my  life  and  ac- 
"  tions  ?'*  Will  you  be  able  to  ftand  that  exquifitc  trial 
of  the  impartial  Judge  ?  No,  by  no  means.  The  faith 
and  meditation  of  this  would  mortify  the  elevated  conceit 
you  have  of  yourfelvcs.  Remember  you  muft  come  to 
judgment. 

In  a  word,  if  you  would  not  die  of  this  difeafe,  then 
tru^  not  your  own  judgment  in  your  own  cafe.  He  that 
would  be  wife,  in  the  fcrlpture  fcnfe,  muft  become  afool^ 
that  he  may  he  wife^  i  Cor.  iii.  i8.  He  muft  deny  him- 
Jelfj  and  not  lean  to  his  own  underjlandingy  Prov.  iii.  5. 
"There  is  pride  of  underftanding  that  takes  place,  Hboth  in 
humbled  fmners,  who  dare  not  come  to  Chrift ;  and  in 
hardened  fmners,  who  will  not  come  to  Chrift. 

There  is  a  pride  of  underjianding^  I  fay,  and  a  pride 
of  wifdorriy  that  takes  place  in  humbled  fmners,  who  dare 
not  come  to  Chrift  ?    Why  do  they  not  come  to  Chrift? 
Truly  they  judge  themfelves  fo  vile,   that  they  think 
they  fliould  not  come :  what  pride  is  here  ?    0  !  if  I  was 
pure^  then  I  would  come  !     What  is  the  language  of  this  ? 
If  I  were  pure  and  holy^   then,  you  think,  Chrift  would 
love  me.     Indeed,  it  were  well,  poor  humbled  foul,  if 
there  be  any  fuch  here  ;  it  were  well  if  you  were  pure 
and  holy :  but  to  imagine  that  he  will  not  fave  you,  be- 
caufe  you  have  no  goodnefs,  or  worth  in  you,  to  induce 
him  to  love  you,  is  an  evidence  of  the  greateft  pride : 
is  it  not  pride  that  you  would  be  at  fomething  in  your- 
felf,    for  which  Chrift  ftiould  caft  his  love  upon  you  ? 
But  know,  that  Chrift  will  fave  you,  not  becaufe  you  arc 
good  ;   but  that  he  may  make  you  good  :  not  ebcaufc 
you  are  pure  ;  but  that  he  may  make  you  pure.     And 
therefore^   if  the  fenfe  of  your  impurity  keep  you  back 
from  coming  to  Kun,  \\.  \^  \i>:L\.  ^awVvw'^  y^\As..    Though, 
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•perhaps,  you  did  not  think  it  was  pride ;  yet  it  is  fo : 
for  though  you  be  vile  in  your  own  eyes ;  yet,  the  thing 
you  would  be  at,  in  this  matter,  is,  you  would  be  pure 
m  your  eyes ;  and  then  you  think  you  would  be  pure 
in  his  eyes  too.  Come  to  Chrift,  though  you  have  no- 
thing of  your  own  to  bring  with  you  to  him  ;  for,  you 
muft  come  to  him  empty,  and  ftript  of  all  your  own 
proper  good ;  that  you  may  get  all  in  him,  and  from 
him. 

Again,  There  is  a  pride  of  underjianding  and  opinion^ 
that  takes  place  in  hardened  finners,  who  will  not  come 
to  Chrift.  They  trull  their  oven  judgment  in  their  own 
cafe :  they  are  both  judge  and  party ;  and  their  judg-- 
ment  is  not  according  to  truth  :  for  they  judge  thcmfelves 
not  to  be  fo  bad  as  they  are.  Yea,  they  are  pure  in 
their  own  eves :  and  therefore  they  will  not  come  to  Chrift 
to  be  purified,  juftified,  or  fandified ;  and  fo,  no  won- 
der that  they  are  not  wajhedfrom  their  Jilt hinefs. 

Therefore,  I  fay,  do  not  truft  your  own  judgment, 
in  your  own  cafe.  Let  the  word  of  God  judge  you : 
and  judge  yourfelves,  not  by  your  own  underftanding, 
but  by  that  word  of  God  that  will  judge  you  at  the  laft 
day. — Examine  yourfelves  by  the  word :  felf-cxamina- 
tion  would  bring  down  your  felf-conceit.  And  pray 
that  God  would  fearch  and  try  you,  faying,  with  the 
pfalmift,  Pfalm  cxxxix.  23,  24.  Search  me^  O  Gody  and 
inow  my  heart ;  try  me,  and  know  my  reins  :  and  fee  if 
there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  e- 
verlajling. 
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SERMON     XVIL 

Non-Conformity  to  the  ^orld  in- 
joined;  or/ the  Evilmd  T>anger  oi 
iJYMBOLiziNG  With  the  Wickcd^  0- 
pened.  * 

Rom.  xii.  2. 
Be  not  conformed  to  this  world. — 

IT  is  the  charaQicr  of  the  children  of  God,  that  they 
have  received  not  the  fpirit  of  the  worlds  but  the  Spirit 
which  is  ofGod^  i  Cor.  ii.  12.  They  are  not  of  the  world, 
even  as  Chrift  is  not  of  the  world.  But  it  is  the  charafter 
.  of  the  wicked,  that  they  are  the  men  of  the  worlds  who 
have  their  portion  in  this  life^  Pfal.  xvii.  14.  Conformity 
to  Chrift  is  the  great  mark  and  charader  of  faints ; 
Tf^hom  he  did  foreknow,  them  he  didpredeftinate  to  he  con- 
formed to  the  image  of  his  Son^  Rom.  viii.  20.  But  con- 
formity to  the  world  is  the  great  charaflieriftic  of  Atheifts 
and  wicked  perfons  :  and  therefore  the  apoftle  here  dif- 
fwades  all  the  children  of  God  from  fuch  conformity ; 
Be  not  conformed  to  this  world. 

The  apoftle  having  at  large  treated  the  foundamental 
doftrines  of  the  Chriftianity,  in  the  preceding  chapters, 
he  comes  now  in  this  to  prefs  home,  upon  the  con- 
fcience,  the  principal  duties  thereof.  True  religion  is 
not  only  defigned  to  inform  the  judgment ;  but  alfo  to 

*  This  Sermon  was  preached  by  our  Author  in  his  own  church 

at  Dunfermline,  in  the  year  1723.     And  from  the  beginning  of 

the  Sermon  itfelf,  as  well  as  from  the  place  it  has  in  the  note-book, 

we  iearn,  that  it  was  delivered  inq^mediately  after  thefe  on  Prov. 

-xjcx.  12.  printed  above,  p.  319.-— T^iv^v^^^^i^^^TAVsi^ttffion. 
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transform  the  heart,  and  reform  the  life.  But  the  foun- 
dation of  Chriftian  praftice  muft  be  laid  in  Chriftian 
knowledge  :  and  hence  the  apoftle,  having  difcourfed,  at 
large,  oijujlification  by  fatthy  through  the  imputed  righte* 
oufnefs  ofChriJiy  and  of  the  riches  of  free  grace^  carnal 
wifdom  might  be  apt  to  infer,  Therefore  %ve  may  live  as 
we  lifi,  and  walk  in  the  way  of  our  own  heart :  No  ;  that 
doth  not  follow :  the  faith  that  juftifies  is  a  faith  that  work- 
eth  by  love ;  having  underftanding  how  to  receive  Chrift 
Jefus  the  Lord,  we  come  to  underftand  how  to  walk  in 
him.  Hence  this  chapter  is  joined  to  the  foregoing  dif- 
courfe  by  the  word  therefore  ^  1  befeech  you,  therefore, 
brethren:  intimating,  that  the  praftical  application  of 
'  doctrinal  truths  is  the  life  of  preaching. 

The  firft  verfe  of  the  chapter  is  a  general  direftion  ; 
and  that  urged  with  the  ftrongeft  motives  and  argu- 
ments, and  in  the  moft  affeftionate  and  pathetic  man- 
ner: I  befeech  you,  brethren ,  by  the  mercies  of  God^  that 
you  prefent  your  bodies  a  living  facrijice,  holy  and  accepta- 
ble to  God,  which  is  your  reafonable  fervice.  It  might  be 
ufeful  to  offer  fome  explication  hereof;  but  it  is  not  what 
I  propofe  at  the  time ;  and  therefore  I  go  forward. 

The  apoftle  proceeds  to  give  more  particular  direfti- 
ons :  and  that  which  the  text  bears  is  fet  down  both 
negatively  and  pofitively.  The  pojitive  direftion  is  laft 
fet  down,  though  firft  in  the  order  of  nature  and  ope- 
ration, before  the  former  ;  Be  ye  transformed  by  the  re- 
newing of  your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove  ^  [or  understand] 
what  is  that  good,  and  acceptable,  andperfeSt  will  of  God. 
Concerning  this  renovation  of  mind,  I  propofe  not  at  pre- 
fent to  treat ;  efpecially  as  it  is  much  the  fame,  in  other 
words,  with  that  hoUnefs  and  purity,  or  being  wafhed 
from  ourjilthinefs,  which  I  infifted  fo  much  upon  from 
the  laft  text  of  fcripture  we  profecuted  in  your  hearing  ^. 
-^Now,  the  negative  direftion  is.  Be  not  conformed  to  this 
world.  By  World  here,  we  are  to  underftand  the  men 
of  the  world,  the  wicked  of  the  world,  the  lujis  of  the 
world,  the  way  and  courfe  of  the  world,  cirr.  And  by 
not  CONFORMING  thereto,  we  are  to  undejland,  our 

♦  Alluding  to  the  preceding  Sermons,  ftom  Pjo7,  \xil  \x. 
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not  fajhioning  ourfelves  according  to  the  world*  AU  the 
difciplcs  and  followers  of  Chrift  muft  be  Non-confomujis 
to  this  world,  or  unlike  the  wicked  .therein.  And  for 
the  further  explication  of  this  text,  I  {hall  profccute  this 
doftrinal  propofition. 

Observ.  That  the  people  of  God  muft  not  be  Uke  the 
luolrd,  or  the  wicked  therein  :  They  muft  not  be  con- 
formed to  the  wicked  world. 

The  method  we  propofe  to  obferve,  for  illuftrating 
this  obfervation,  'through  fupernatural  aid,  (hall  be  the 
following. 

L  Prove  and  clear  the  truth  of  the  doftrinc. 
IL  Enquire  what  it  is  in  the  world  we  arc  not  to  be 
conformed  to. 

III.  Point  out  what  this  dif conformity  to  the  world  im- 
ports. 

IV.  Give  the  reafons  why  we  are  not  to  be  conformed* 
to  the  world.  . 

V.  Make  application  of  the  whole  fubjeft. 

Now,  as  I  fuppofe,  this  fubje£t  is  not  u^ifeafonable ; 
fo,  I  think,  it  is  not  unfuitable  to  the  laft  we  infilled  up- 
on from  Prov.  xxx.  12. 

Having  of  late,  i.  Spoken  of  the  Father's  exhibiti- 
on of  Chrift,  faying,  I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people,  2.  Of  the  Spirit's  operation,  in  order  to  his  be- 
ing known  ;  Heft)all  tejiify  of  me.  3.  Of  the  Son's  de- 
claration of  his  own  excellency,  faying,  /  and  my  Father 
are  one.  4.  Of  the  world's  difapprobation  of  this  glori- 
ous  perfon,  and  the  harfti  treatment  he  got  among  them ; 
Behold,  I  and  the  children  which  the  Lord  has  given  me, 
are  for  ftgns  and  wonders  in  IfraeL  5.  Of  the  reason 
why  fo  many^  even  in  IfraeU  pour  contempt  thus  upon 
Chrift  and  his  followers ;  why.  There  is  a  generation 
that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and  yet  is  not  wajhedfrom 
their  filthinefs  *.  Here  is  the  fett  of  the  world.  We  now 

*  The  Re:idcr  will  find  iht  firfi  of  thefe  fubjc<fls  printed  above 
p.  168.;  the /(?«r/i^,  p,  249.;  and  \\\t  fifths  p.  319,  The fecond  3ind 
iiird  have  not  as  yet  aiade  their  appearance. 
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comC)  6.  To  enquire  what  is  our  duty  in  2c  fuitablenefs 
to  this,  even  not  to  be  conformed  to  this  world. 

I.  The  firft  thing  propofed,  on  the  general  method, 
was.  To  prove  and  clear  the  truth  of  the  doftrine,  viz. 
That  the  people  of  God  muft  not  he  like  the  wirked  worlds 
or  conformed  thereto.  We  fhall  prove  this  both  by  fcrip- 
turc  precepts  and  precedents. 

I/?,  There  are  fcripture  precepts^  both  in  the  Old  and 
New  Teftamcnt,  to  evince  the  truth  hereof:  and  I 
would  have  you  to  confult  them  carefully  in  your  Bible, 
and  there  fee  what  is  the  mind  of  God  to  you  in  this 
matter. 

1.  There  are  dld-TCeJlament  precepts  that  injoin  this. 
duty ;  fuch  as  thefe,  and  the  like :  Thou  Jhalt  not  foU 
low  a  multitude  to  do  evil,  Exod.  xxiii.  2.  Enter  not  in- 
to the  path  of  the  wicked ;  and  go  not  in  the  way  of  evil 
snen  ;  avoid  tbem^  pafs  not  by  them,  turn  from  them^  and 
fafs  away^  Prov.  iv.  14,  15.  See  alfo,  Lev.  xviii.  24, 
27.  Deut.  xii.  30,  31,  32.  Pfal.  i.  i.  Prov.  i.  10,  11, 
14,  15,  16. 

2.  There  are  likewife  Ne^v-Tejiament  precepts  inforc- 
ing  the  duty ;  fuch  as  thefe  following  :  And  with  many 
other  words  did  he  teflify  and  exhort y  faying^  Save  your- 
felves  from  this  untoward  generation^  Adsii.  40.  This  I 
fay  therefore^  and  teflify  in  the  Lord^  that  ye  henceforth 
walk  not  as  other  Qentiles  walk,  in  the  vanity  of  their 
mind ; — Be  not  partakers  with  them,  Eph.  iv.  17.  v.  7. 
Keep  yourfelves  unfpotted  from  the  worlds  Jam.  i.  27. 
See  alfo.  Mat.  v.  46.  vi.  31,  32.  Luke  xii.  29,  30. 
2  Cor.  vL  15,  16.  I  Their,  v.  5, — 8.  2  Pet.  iii.  17. 

^dly^  There  are  fcripture  precedents,  to  influence  us 
not  to  be  conformed  to  the  wicked  world.     I  fliall  in- 
ftance  in  the  following  perfons.     (i.)  In  Noah  ;  Gen. 
vii.  I.  And  the  Lord  faid^unto  Noah,  Come  thou  and  all 
thy  houfe  into  the  ark  ;  for  thee  have  I  feen  righteous  be- 
fore me  in  this  generation.    (2.)  In  Lot;  2  Pet.  ii.  7,  8.' 
And  delivered  righteous  Lot,  vexed  with  the  flthy  conver- 
fation  of  the  wicked  \  for  that  righteous  man   dwelling  a- 
mong  them,  injeeing  and  hearing,  vexed  his  righteous  foul f 
from  day  to  day,  ivith  their  finfut  deeds,     (3.)  In  jQ(hua  \ 
ch.  xxjy.  14.  And  if  itfesmevW  unt^pu  to  fer-o^tbe  \jyxK 
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cboofe  you  this  day  whom  you  will  ferve^  whether  the  gods 
which  your  fathers  fervedy  that  were  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  floody  or  the  gods  of  the  Amorites^  in  whofe  land  ye 
dwell ;  but  as  for  me^  and  my  houfe,  we  wiilfrve  the  Lord. 
(4.)  In  Nehemiah ;  chap.  v.  15.  But   the  former  gover^ 
nors  that  had  been  before  me,  were  chargeable  unto  the  peo- 
fhy  and  had  taken  of  them  bread  and  wine,  befide  forty  Jhe- 
kels  of  filver  ;  yea,  even  their  fervants  bare  rule  over  the 
people :  butfo  did  not  /,  becaufe  of  the  fear  of  God      (5.)  . 
In  David;  Pfal.  xxvi.  4,  5.  I  have  notfat.with  vain  per- 
fins  ;  neither  will  I  go  in  with  diffemblers  ;  1  have  hated 
the  congregation  of  evil  doers  ;  and  will  not  fit  with  the 
wicked* 

The  Lord  would  have  his  children  to  aft  flat  contrary 
to  the  world,  and  not  be  like  other  men.     That  part  of 
the  Pharifee's  prayer,  Luke  xviii.  1 1 .  wherein  he  thanks 
God,  that  he  was  not  like  other  men^  was  not  amifs  for 
the  fubflance  of  it,  if  it  had  not  come  •from  a  vain-glo- 
rious, proud,  and  lying"  fpirit ;  for  he  thought  that  he 
was  better  than  others,  whereas  he  was  worfe  than  all  o- 
thers  to  whom  he  preferred  himfelf:  but  yet  everyone 
Ihould  labour  to  be  that  truly,  for  which  he  gave  thanks 
falfly ;  even  not  to  be  like  others.     Others  negleft  prayer, 
whether  fecret,  family,  or  focial :  others  negleft  Chrift, 
and  defpife  his  word  and  inftitutions  :  yea,  many  others, 
they  drink,  and  fwear,  and  whore,  and  cheat,  and  de- 
fraud, and  opprefs,  and  lye,   and  break  the  Sabbath, 
and  give  way  to  all  manner  of  impieties  and  immorali- 
ties.  Either  they  are  not  fubje£t  to  his  law^  and  fo  walk 
in  all  manner  or  wickednefs ;  or  they  are  not  fubjeft  to 
his  gofpel^  and  fo  will  not  fubmit  themfelves  to  his  righ- 
teoufnefs,   to  be  faved  by  grace  through  Jefus  Chrift. 
Therefore  we  muft  not  be  like  others.    Others  are  with- 
out ;  and  without  are  dogs.    And,  indeed,  we  find  others, 
and  without^    are  equivolent  terms  in  fcripture,    Mark 
iv.  II.  To  you  it  is  given  to  know  the  myjieriest  of  the  king- 
dom ;  but  to  them  that  are  wir hovt,'  all  is  in  parables. 
And  compared  with  Luke  viii.  10.  To  you  it  is  given  t(f 
know  the  myjieries  of  the  kingdo?n  ;   but  to  others  in  pa- 
rables. Mark  hath  \t,  toT^  4^w,  to  thofe  that  are  without; 
and  Luke  hath  k,  tqI^  ^oi-jol^,  Vo  others*    0-\\\^^^xS\t.a 
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I  lay,  are  without^  and  belong  not  to  God.  It  is  dan- 
gerous, therefore,  being  with  others ;  for  they  are  with- 
out, and  fliall  be  without :  it  is  better  to  be  within  alone, 
than  without  with  others. — So  much  for  clearing  and 
confirming  the  truth  of  tbe  dodrine.  We  muft  not  be 
like  the  world. 

. 
11.  The  fecond  general  head  was.  To  enquire  what 
it  is  in  the  world  that  we  are  not  to  be  conformed  to. 
In  fliort  then,  we  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  things 
of  the  world,  the  fafliions,  worfliip,  principles,  nor  trade 
of  the  world. 

1.  We  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  things  of  the 
world  ;  for  they  are  mutable,  and  the  fajhion  of  them 
pajfeth  away.  What  are  the  things  of  the  world  that 
we  muft  not  be  conformed  to  ?  The  apoftle  gives  us  a 
fum  of  thefe  things  ;  All  ttat  is  in  the  worlds  the  lufts  of 
the  flefh^  the  lufis  of  t he  eye y  and  the  f  ride  of  life ^  is  not 
of  the  Father;  but  is  of  the  world:  and  the  world  paffetb 
away 9  aud  the  lufts  thereof,  i  John  ii.  16,  17.  We  are 
fo  far  to  avoid  being  conformed  to  the  finful  things  of  the 
world,  that,  in  our  feveral  places  and  ftations,  we  ought 
to  witnefs  againft  them :  nay,  even  in  the  indifferent 
things  of  the  world,  which  are  not  ip  themfelvcs  fmful, 
we  muft  fo  far  not  conform  ourfelves  to  the  manner  of  the 
world  therein,  as  not  to  aS  by  the  world's  di£kates,  as 
our  rule ;  not  to  aim  at  the  world's  favour,  as  our  end.  . 
True  Chriftianity  confifts  much  in  a  fober  Angularity. 
—•Here  we  might  fhew  a  variety  of  things  in  the  world 
that  we  ought  not  to  be  conformed  unto,  or  thirft  after ; 
fuch  as  the  profits,  the  honours,  preferments,  pleafures, 
and  applaufe  of  the  world :  but  we  infift  not. 

2.  We  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  fajhions  and 
cufioms  of  the  world  ;  iVi?/  fajhioning  ourfelves  according 
to  the  former  lufls^  as  the  apoftle  Peter  fpeaks,  i  Pet.  i.  1 4. 
There  is  a  novelty  of  difpofition  prevails,  that  makes 
multitudes  fall  in  with  every  new,  vain  fafhion.  There 
are  vain  faftiipns  oi  geflure^  ways  of  carrying,  that  dif- 
cover  nothing  but  levity,  and  exprelly  condemned  in 
fcripture,  Ifa.  iii.  16.  There  are  vain  fafliions  of  ap- 
parel,  mconiAtnt  with  and  unluvUVAc  to  \^^  ^xi^^^  o\ 

Voh.  L  P  p  p  m^^^^^.^ 
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modefty,  tKat  many  aflfefl: ;  contrary  to  the  word  of  God, 
Ifa.  ill.  18, — 23.  I  Tim.,  ii.  9.  i  Pet.  iii.  3,  This  is 
the  epidemical  difeafe  of  both  fexes :  and  even  too  much 
afFefted  by  thofe  who  ought  to  be  examplary  to  others 
of  modefty  and  fobriety.  There  arc  vain  and  fooUfh 
cuftoms,  even  in  matters  of  religion  ;  and  many  are  fond 
of  what  is  fafliionable,  though  it  be  never  fuch  an  ill 
fafhion.     Hence, 

3.  We  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  worjhip  of  the 
world  ;  for  the  world  worfliip  they  know  not  what ;  they 
worfliip  an  unknown  God :  they  worfliip  God  in  a  carnal, 
hypocritical,  and  fuperftitious  way.  But  we  are  to  wor- 
fliip  him  injpirif,  and  in  truth;  and  in  the  way  and  man- 
ner that  he  hath  appointed  in  his  word,  that  wc  may 
not  be  puzzled  with  that  queftion.  Who  hath  required 
thefe  things  at  your  hand?  but  may  have  it  to  fay,  "He 
"  by  whofe  authority  I  do  thefe  things,  is  neither  pope, 
*'  nor  prelate,  nor  civil  potentate ;  but  there  is  my  war- 
•*  ranf  in  the  word  of  God.*'     Hence, 

4.  We  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  traditions  and 
rudiments  of  the  world  ;  Beware  left  any  man  fpoil  you 
through  fkilofophyy  and  vain  deceit,  after  the  invention  of 
men,  after  the  rudiments  of  the  world^  and  not  after  Chrifl^ 
Col.  ii.  8.  See  alfo,  ver.  20,  21,  22.  where  God  teach- 
eth  us  our  freedom  from  all  aboliftied  ceremonies,  and 
ritual  obfervances  ;  and  that  fubjedion  to  ordinances  of 
human  invention  and  appointment,  in  the  worfliip  of 
God,  is  highly  blameable,  and  contrary  to  the  freedom 
and  liberty  of  the  gofpel ;  and  an  invading  the  authority 
of  Chrift,  the  Head  of  the  church :  on  which  account 
we  are  exhorted  to  Jland  fajl  in  the  liberty  wherewith 
Chrijl  hath  made  us  free  ;  and  not  to  he  entangled  again 
into  the  yoke  of  bondage.  But  I  muft  here  pafs  many 
things,  which  would  natively  fall  in,  for  want  of  time. 

5.  Wc  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  principles  of  the 
world.  There  are  many  doctrinal  principles  that  we  are 
not  to  be  conformed  to,  which  would  lead  to  a  large 
field  to  fpeak  of  "^r   but  to  confine  myfelf  to  this  point, 

*  The  Reader,  if  he  pleafes,  may  fee  Tome  of  thefe  doSrlnal 
frino!plcsy  by  confulting  Vol.  III.  Serm.  XXXVIII.  under  the 
u/c  ui'Reproof;  and  \o\.\\.  ^.  ii-z*  a\"5>» 
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namely,.  What  are  the  principles  of  the  unregenerate  world  f 
Why,  they  are  even  naturally  of  devilifly  and  hellijh 
principles.  By  nature  we  are  all  Arminians,  Pelagians, 
Socinians,  yea,  and  Atheifts,  without  God  in  t/je  world; 
and  therefore  fufped  the  principle  that  is  moft  natural, 
and  that  is  moft  eafy  for  you  to  fall  in  with.  Eveipy 
principle  that  favours  corrupt  and  depraved  reafon,  is 
fufpici«as  ;  for  the  gofppl  is  a  myftory  that  viciated  na- 
ture jpmnot  fathom. —There  are  /^//V/V^/ principles  that 
the  #orld  is  filled  with.  Many,  for  example,  are  of 
that  principle.  That  it  is  better  tofm  than  tofitffer  ;  bet- 
ter to  make  fuch  and  fuch  compliances,  that  expofe  our- 
felves-  to  the  fury  of  men,  or  the  lofs  of  fome  worldly 
fubftance :  better  ah  uneafy  confcience,  than  an  empty 
purfe.  Many  are  of  that  principle,  better  a  bird  in  hand 
than  two  in  the  bufh,  as  we  ufe  to  fpeak :  better  a  pa- 
lace in  Paris,  a  portion  in  this  world,  which  we  fee  and 
have  among  our  hands,  than  a  palace  in  Paradife :  and 
hence  many  fay.  Who  willjhew  us  any  good  f  and  few, 
Lord^  lift  upon  us  the  light  of  thy  countenance^  Pfal.  iv.  6. 
We  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  world  herein. 

6.  We  tnuft  not  be  conformed  to  the  prailice^  courfe^ 
and  way  of  the  world  ;  Wherein  in  time  pa  ft  ye  walked 
according  to  the  courfe  of  this  worlds  according  to  the  prince 
of  the  power  of  the  air^  the  fpirit  that  worketh  in  the 
children  of  difobedienccy  Eph.  ii.  2.  God  would  have 
his  people  crofs  the  world  in  their  life  and  converfation. 
This  was  pointed  out  by  his  forbidding  Ifrael  to  eat  and 
touch  fome  things,  which  other  nations  did  eat  and 
touch  ;  and  his  allowing  them  to  eat  what  other  nations 
did  not.  For  example  ;  the  Egyptians  did  eat,  for  the 
moft  part,  fijh  and  fome  few  kinds  of  birds :  but  of  the 
flefli  of  beq/is  they  ate  no  other  but  only  fwines  flefli ; 
and  this  one  kind  of  flefti  is  direflily  forbidden  the  Jews^ 
Lev.  xi.  7,  8.  By  this  was  pointed  out,  that  God  would 
have  a  kind  of  contrariety  between  the  world,  and  fuch 
as  make  a  profeffion  of  his  name )  and  that  his  children  • 
muft  be  as  far  from  the  manners  of  the  world  as  may  be. 
The  way  of  the  world  is  downward  ;  he  will  have  his 
people  to  walk  upward :  the  courfe  of  this  world  is  hell- 
ward  j   he  will  have  his  people's  couxfc  to  \i^  V^-^n^-^- 

Ppp  2  ^?a^** 
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vard :  the  world  walk  in  the  broad  way ;  he  will  have 
his  people  walk  in  the  narrow  way. 

In  a  word,  we  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world 
in  their  thoughts,  words,  adions,  defires,  delights, 
love,  joys,  affeAions,  or  paiSons.  But  on  all  thefe 
we  cannot  infiit  at  the  time ;  and  muft  therefore  pro- 
ceed, 

III.  To  the  third  thing  propofed,  which  was.  To  fliew 
what  this  difconformty  to  the  world  imports.  Not  to 
multiply  particulars,  it  fairly  imports  the  four  following 
things. 

1.  It  imports  more  than  a  contrariety  to  the  world. 
What  is  faid  of  the  flelh  may  be  faid  of  the  world,  with 
refpeft  to  the  believer.  As  the  fiejh  lujleth  againji  the 
Spirit^  and  the  Spirit  againji  theflejh  ;  and  thefe  two  are 
contrary  one  to  another :  fo,  the  world  fights  againft  the 
believer,  and  the  believer  fights  againft  the  world ;  and 
thefe  two  are  contrary  one  to  the  other :  and  this  is  the 
^iBory  whereby  he  over  comet  h  the  worldy  even  his  faith. 

2.  This  difconformity  to  the  world  imports  a  aefpifing 
of  the  world.  They  that  are  not  conformed  to  the  world, 
are  not  in  love  with  the  world ;  they  are  not  taken  up 
with  the  gaudy  vanities  thereof.  They  that  are  faints 
indeed,  have  got  a  fight  that  makes  the  world  appear 
nothing.  The  natural  fun  fhines  upon  this  world,  and 
enlightens  it :  but  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  when  he 
fliines  upon  the  foul,  darkens  this  earth,  and  all  the  ex- 
cellencies thereof,  and  makes  them  all  appear  but  lofs 
and  dung  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chriji. 
Hence  the  believer  doth  not  admire  thdT  world :  it  is  not 
filver  and  gold  that  he  calls  true  riches  ;  it  is  not  worldly 
advancement  that  he  calls  honour ;  it  is  not  carnal  de- 
light that  he  reckons  pleafure  and  happin^fs ;  it  is  not 
human  learning  that  he  efteems  folid  wifdom :  he  can 
be  rich,  honourable,  happy,  and  all  without  them; 
and  all  in  Chrift.  He  values  worldly  and  earthly  things 
no  more  than  a  pidlure  drawn  in  fand,  which  the  leaft 
wave  will  wafti  away. 

3,  This  difconformity  to  the  world  imports  ^  forfak^ 
ing  of  the  v;orld  *,  Forget  alfo  tbine  ^v:n  ijco^(€^  and  thy 
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faiher^s  hmfe  ;  fo  Jhall  the  King  greatly  dejire  thy  beauty ^ 
Pfelm  xlv.  10,  II.  The  child  of  God  is  made  to  for- 
fake  the  world,  and  to  come  up  from  this  world  leaning 
on  the  Beloved :  this  feems  to  be  the  import  of  that  call 
to  the  church.  Song  iv.  8.  Come  with  me  from  Lebanon, 
Tvith  me  from  Lebanon  :  look  from  the  top  ofjimana,  from 
the  top  of  Sbenir  and  Hermon  :  from  the  lions  dens,  and 
the  mountains  of  leopards.  We  proofs  to  renounce  the 
devil,  the  world,  and  the  flefli ;  to  forfake  the  world, 
and  follow  Chrift.  Now,  this  forfaking  of  the  world, 
viewed  negatively,  it  is  not  to  go  out  of  the  world  by  a 
bajiy  deaths  that  were  double  iniquity  ;  nor  is  it  to  vow 
a  voluntary  poverty^  as  the  Papifts  do ;  nor  is  it  to  be 
idle  and  improvident  about  the  things  of  the  world :  but, 
affirmatively,  to  forfake  the  worlds  is  to  do  it  in  point  of 

3fe :  to  ufe  this  world  as  if  we  ufed  it  not ;  that  is,  mo- 
erately :  to  forfake  it  in  point  of  fervice  ;  we  are  not 
to  be  flaves  to  it ;  for,  we  cannot ferve  God  and  Mammon: 
to  forfake  it  in  point  of  confidence  ;  we  are  not  to  truft 
in,  or  depend  upon  outward  enjoyments :  and  we  are 
to  forfake  it  in  point  of  adherence^  fo  as  not  to  be  glew- 
cd  to  it ;  it  fliould  not  be  like  the  hair  upon  the  head, 
or  Ikin  of  the  hand,  which  cannot  be  pulled  off  without 
pain ;  but  like  a  hat  on  the  head,  or  a  glove  on  the 
hand,  that  we  can  take  off  when  we  pleafe :  we  muft 
keep  a  loofe  grip  of  it.     And, 

4.  This  dilconformity  to  the  world  imports,  an  aftual 
crucifying  of  the  world :  God  forbid,  that  Ifhould  glory, 
faith  the  apoftle,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Cbrtfl^ 
by  whom  the  world  is  crucified  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the 
world.  The  wUrld  cares  not  for  me,  and  I  care  not  for 
the  world ;  the  world  is  dead  to  me,  and  I  am  dead  to 
the  world.     But  I  infift  not,  and  therefore  proceed, 

IV.  To  the  fourth  thing,  which  was.  To  enquire 
why,  or  for  what  reafons^  the  people  of  God  muft  not 
be  conformed  to  the  world.  Why,  in  general,  becaufe 
they  are  of  another  world :  they  are  fubjefts  of  another 
kingdom ;  they  are  people  of  another  ftate  ;  they  are 
perfons  of  another  principle ;  they  are  recipients  of  ano- 
ther  fpirit;  they  are  dircdcd  by  <vivoiI\ct  x\3l\^'^  •axv^>J^^'^ 
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are  aiming  at  another  end,  than  the  reft  of  the  world : 
but  concerning  thefe,  and  other  things  of  this  nature, 
we  will  have  occafion  to  fpeak  upon  more  fully  after- 
wards. We  fhall  only,  in  the  mean  time,  obferve,  that 
there  arc  two  great  contending  parties,  that  powerfully 
draw  all  men  after  them ;  namely,  God  and  the  world; 
and  there  is  an  irreconcilable  enmity  between  them : 
thofe  who  are  oniBod's  fide,  are  againft  the  world; 
and  thofe  that  are  on  the  world's  fide,  are  againft  God: 
and  therefore,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  the  followers  of  Chrift, 
not  to  take  the  world's  part  againft  him ;  and  confe- 
quently,  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world.  When  the 
three  children,  Dan.  iii.  12.  refufed  to  fall  down  and 
worfhip  Nebuchadnezzar's  image.  He  was  full  of  fury  ^ 
and  the  form  of  his  vlzage  was  changed  againfl  them,  ver. 
19.  It  is  fo  with  the  men  of  this  world;  if  the  friends 
of  Chrift  will  not  bow  down  and  worfliip  this  golden 
image,  and  join  ih  with  the  vanities  and  follies  thereof, 
why  then  the  worldlings  run  mad  at  them.  It  is  true, 
the  world  would  agree  with  the  godly,  if  they  would 
bow  down  to  them :  but  that  they  cannot  do,  they  dare 
not  do  ;  becaufe  the  Lord  forbids  it :  Be  not  conformed 
to  the  world. 

Now  the  reafons  of  the  doftrine  may  be  claffed  under 
thefe  four  heads.  The  children  of  God  muft  not  be  con- 
formed to  this  world.  I.  In  refped  of  God.  2.  In  re- 
fpc3:  of  tlie  world.  3.  In  refpefl:  of  their  brethren. 
And,  4.  In  refpect  of  themfclves. 

i/^,  In  rcfpecl:  of  God  ;  there  are  many  reafons  might 
be  given,  why  the  people  of  God  are  not  to  be  con- 
formed to  the  world.     For, 

1 .  By  being  conformed  to  the  world,  you  tempt  God, 
and  lead  yourfelves  into  temptation :  if  any  of  God's 
people  entertain  unneceffary  communion  with  the  wick- 
ed of  the  world,  like  Peter  in  the  high-prieft's  hall,  they 
tempt  God,  to  let  them  fall  into  mifchief,  contrary  to 
his  exprefs  command,  Thou  Jhalt  not  tempt  the  Lord  thy 
God.  They  run  upon  a  dangerous  precipice,  where,  if 
God  take  away  his  hand,  they  may  fall  and  break  all 
their  bones. 

2.  By  being  contotmcvi  Vo  xNx^  ^Qt\^^  xlck^^  ^o  €ax  for- 
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fake  God,  and  fo  forfake  their  own  mercies,  and  run 
into  idolatry :  hence  cavetou/nefs  is  called  idolatry ;  for 
it  is  making  the  world  our  Grod.  Whatever  we  love 
mod,  and  ferve  moil,  and  depend  upon  mofl,  that  we 
make  our  God ;  and  fo  do  we  when  we  love,  ferve,  and 
depend  upon  the  world  fo  as  to  juftle  God  out  of  doors. 
But,  why  do  we  dote  upon  the  creature,  or  upon  the 
world  ?  For,  whatever  the  world  hath  of  good,  it  hath 
it  from  God,  Your  food,  raiment,  comforts,  and  con- 
veniencies  in  the  world,  as  they  are  any  way  good  to  you, 
it  is  from  God :  and  therefore,  if  you  forfake  God,  and 
follow  the  world,  from  a  defire  after  thefe  things,  you 
forfake  the  full  fountain,  and  follow  the  fading  ftreams ; 
you  depart  even  from  the  true  good,  that  is  in  the  world 
itfelf,  while  you  go  to  the  world  for  it.  My  people  have 
c$mmitted  two  great  evils ;  they  have  forfaken  me,  the 
fountain  of  living  waters ^  and  hewed  them  out  cijierns, 
broken  cifterns^  that  can  hold  no  watery  Jer.  ii.  13, 
.  3.  God  and  the  world  are  at  odds ;  there  iis  a  dif- 
agreement  between  God  and  the  world,  between  Ghrift 
and  the  world :  all  the  time  that  Chrift  was  in  the  world, 
it  mocked,  reviled,  oppofed,  and  perfecuted  him,  and 
at  laft  killed  him ;  and  Chrift,  by  his  life  and  death, 
did  fight  againft  the  world,  and  overcome  it :  and  he 
hath  put  enmity  between  his  people  and  the  world.  All 
the  prophets,  and  apoftles,  and  Taints,  in  all  ages,  have 
been  at  hot  war  with  the  world,  and  contended  with  all 
the  wicked  in  it ;  Tibey  that  forfake  the  law^  praife  the 
ivicked;  butfuch  as  keep  the  law,  contend  with  tbcnij  Prov, 
xxviii,  4.  Ihcy  have  been  men  tf  contention  in  the  world; 
why  ?  the  world  is  in  arms  againft  their  God ;  there- 
fore  the  Lord  hath  fwom  that  he  will  have  vrar  with  it, 
as  with  Amalek,  unto  all  generations  ;  and  with  all  who 
fliall  join  it ;  yea,  or  ftand  neutral :  they  are  ciirfed^ 
becaufe  they  rife  not  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  againji  the 
mighty^  Judges  v.  23.  Chrift  hath  given  encouragement 
to  his  people,  that  they  (hall  be  more  than  conquerors^ 
through  him  who  haih  overcome  the  world. 

4.  The  love  of  God,  and  the  love  of  the  world  are 
contrary.;  He  that  loveth  the  world]  the  love  of,  the  Fa- 
ther is  not  in  him.     God's  work  \s,  to  d\^.N>  o^:c:  7S.^^\- 
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ons  from  the  world ;  the  world's  work  is,  to  draw  our 
affedions  from  God :  and  both  Grod  and  the  world  feek 
the  whole  mjin.  If  a  man  defirc  to  be  religious^  God 
muft  have  his  whole  heart :  and  he  through  grace  muft 
give  it,  and  make  a  continual  trade  of  religion :  if  a 
man  defire  to  be  rich,  the  world  will  oblige  hhn  to  rife 
early,  and  fit  up  late,  and  eat  the  bread  of  carefulnefe; 
yea,  and  employ  his  head  and  heart,  and  all  about  the 
world.  And  therefore  God  and  the  world  cannot  be 
fcrved  by  one  and  the  fame  man.  Yea,  the  love  of  the 
world  leads  to  the  hatred  of  God :  becaufe  there  is  a 
contrary  nature  between  God  and  the  world ;  the  Lord 
fs  pure,  the  world  is  polluted ;  the  Lord  is  good,  the 
world  is  evil :  the  Lord  hates  the  world,  though  not  as 
his  creature,  but  as  it  is  oifr  Lord's  rival,  ufurping  his 
room  in  our  hearts.  ♦ 

idlj^  In  refped  of  the  world  itfelf,  many  reafons  may  be 
given,  why  the  people  of  God  are  not  to  be  conformed 
to  it.  And  here  if  we  view  the  men  of  this  world,  the 
god  of  this  world,  and  the  whole  complex  frame  of  it, 
we  will  fee  grounds  and  reafons  why  we  ought  not  to 
be  conformed  thereto.  - 

I.  The  men  of  this  world  is  a  reafon,  why  the  people 
of  God  (hould  not  be  conformed  to  this  world,  or  to 
the  prafiice  of  the  men  that  are  in  it.  Why  ?  it  hardens 
the  wicked  in  their  wickednefs,  when  they  fee  profeffors 
of  religion,  and  thofe  that  have  the  reputation  of  godly 
perfons,  join  with  them,  or  too  familiarly  converfe  with 
them:  and  fo  this  their  conformity  to  the  world,  is 
hurtful  to  the  wicked  of  the  world ;  they  will  applaud 
themfelves  in  their  wicked  courfes,  when  fuch  as  arc 
applauded  for  godly  perfons  do  affociate  with  them. 
Thus,  after  Saul  had  fpared  Agag,  Samuel  refufed  to 
teturn  with  him  ;  And  Samuel  faid  unto  Saul,  I  will  not 
return  with  thee  ;  for  thou  bajl  rejeSied  the  word  of  the 
Lordy  and  the  Lord  hath  rejected  thee  from  being  king  over 
Ifrael^  i  Sam.  xv.  26.  So  fhould  the  godly  fay  to  the 
wicked,  "  Te  have  rejeded  the  word  of  the  Lord  ;  there- 
fore I  will  not  return  with  you,  I  will  not  join  with  you.** 
li  you  join  with  the  vitious,  you  do  vice  too  much  ho- 
nour.   If  you  iom  \v\l\v  l\\c  ^vM\^t ,  ^q>>\  'giN^^wx vao  much 
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encouragement.  And  therefore,  it  is  fometimes  the 
greateft  aft  of  love  towards  wicked  men,  to  deny  them 
our  countenance,  smd  withdraw  from  their  fociety ;  yea, 
to  refufe  to  keep  company  with  them,  may  fometimes 
be  a  means  to  reform  them. 

2.  The  god  of  this  world  is  another  reafon  why  the 
people  of  God  ought  not  to  be  conformed  to  it.  The 
god  of  this  world  is  the  devil ;  and  to  be  conformed  to 
this  world,  is  conformity  to  the  devil ;  and  to  love  the 
world,  is  to  worfliip  the  devil :  therefore,  as  covetouf^ 
nefs  is  called  idolatry ;  fo  the  devil  tempted  Chrift  to 
»worihip  him,  by  offering  the  world  to  him,  Matth.  iv,  9. 
This  world  is  the  devil's  walk  where  he  goes  to  and  fro ; 
yea,  goes  about  as  a  roaring  Uotij  feeking  whom  he  may  de- 
vour ;  and  like  a  crooked  ferpent,  whom  he  may  deceive : 
and  when  we  are  upon  the  devil's  ground,  among  the 
wicked  of  the  world,  joining  in  fellowfliip  with  the  wick- 
ed, in  their  unfruitful  works  of  darknefs,  it  is  one, to  a 
tlioufand,  if  Satan  do  not  cheat  us  through  his  fubtilty ; 
and,  by  little  and  little,  captivate  us.  As  thieves  ufually 
firft  put  in  a  little  one  at  the  window  to  open  the  door 
to  all  the  reft  :  fo  Satan  prefents  us  an  apple,  a  wedge 
of  gold  to  the  eye ;  or  a  whifpering  tale,  a  polluting 
word,  or  fufpicion  to  the  ear ;  thefe  are  the  doors  of  the 
houfe ;  and  thefe  little  thieves  will  open  the  door,  and 
let  in  adultery,  whoredom,  theft,  malice,  murder,  cirr. 
Satan's  requeft  feems  mannerly  and  modeft  at  firft.  As 
Simiramis  defired  of  Ninus  only  to  reign  one  day,  and 
that  day  to  do  what  flie  pleafed,  what  me  lifted  ;  which- 
being  granted,  behold  in  that  day  flie  cut  off"  his  head : 
even  fo,  the  deviL  the  god  of  this  world,  will  defire 
only  to  reign  a  d^,  or  to  have  you  dedicate  a  day  to 
him  and  to  the  world,  and  the  vanities,  and  follies,  and 
vices  thereof;  but,  behold,  in  that  very  day  he  may 
cut  off  your  head,  cut  off  your  foul,  by  drawing  away 
your  heart  and  affeftions  from  God. 

3.  The  whole  complexyr^w^  of  this  world,  and  things 
thereof,  affords  a  complex  reafon  why  we  are  riot  to  be 
conformed  to  this  world.  Why,  the  whole  world  lieth 
in  wickednefs :  for,  All  that  is  in  the  lOorld,  the  lujls  of 
the  fiejhy  the  Ivjls  of  the  eye^  and  ib^  fride  oj  Vife^  -^^^ 

VO  L.    J.  Q  q  91  ^^ONi^V^^ 


490        Non-Conformity     Serm.XVIL 

nothing  but  the  traih  and  trumpery  of  hcH. — In  a  word, 
the  world  is  but  a  contemptible  thing ;  Chrift  poured  con- 
tempt upon  it,  and  difgraccd  it,  when  he  faid.  My  king- 
dom is  not  of  this  world.  It  is  nothing  to  be  contemned 
and  difgraced  by  the  world;  nay,  fometiraes  it  is  a  man's 
glory  to  be  fo :  but  Chrift's  difefteeming  and  defpifing 
a  thing,  rubs  a  real  infamy  upon  it ;  and  why  then  fhould 
we  be  conformed  to  it  ? — The  world  is  a  vanijhing  thing, 
the  clock  of  time  is  almoft  run  out ;  and,  in  a  little,  it 
will  be  winded  up  in  eternity.  If  a  man  had  a  tack  of 
a  houfe,  or  a  farnt,  but  for  two  or  three  days,  and  fliould 
fall  a  building  and  planting,  would  he  not  be  judged 
very  foolifli :  fo,  when  we  have  fuch  a  fliort  and  uncer- 
tain time  here,  and  d^ath  calls  us  prefently  oflF  the  ftage, 
to  third  immoderately  after  the  world^s  pleafures,  pro- 
fits, honours,  and  vanities,  is  it  not  extreme  folly  ?  It 
is  doomed  to  deftruftion ;  and  will  b/e  all  in  a  flame  and 
red  low  ere  long. — The  world  is  but  a  vain  thing :  Man 
in  his  beji  ejlate  is  altogether  vanity^  even  in  his  mod 
profperous  ftate :  profperity,  in  fcripture,  is  compared 
to  a  candle ;  and  many  have  burnt  their  wings  about 
this  candle.  This  v;orld  cheats  all  that  dotes  upon  it ; 
it  promifes  pleafure,  but  caimot  perform ;  for  no  folid 
fcitisfaction  can  be  found  in  it.  The  world's  votaries 
are  but  a  pack  of  cheated  fools  :  Wherefore  do  they  fpend 
their  money  for  that  zuhich  is  ?7ot  bread,  a?id  their  labour 
for  that  ivhich  fatisfeth  not  ?  When  the  world  fpcaks 
you  fair,  believe  it  not ;  for  there  are  feven  abominati- 
ons in  its  heart :  its  greatefl  glory  is  but  a  fading  fliadow. 
— The  v/orld  is  a  hurtful  thing  ;  and  we  little  need  to 
be  conformed  to  it :  the  cuftoms  ofeit  choke  the  feed  of 
the  word,  that  it  cannot  grow.  The  things  of  this 
world  is  the  falfe  deception  the  d'jvil  cafts  over  our  eyes, 
that  we  do  not  fee  the  glory  of  the  Lord  ;  The  god  of 
this,  world  hath  blinded  the  eyes  of  them  that  believe  not  : 
it  is  the  bait  that  draws  fo  many  fifli  into  the  devil's  net, 
whereby  he  bewitches  them  and  |^lures  them  into  the 
pit  of  ruin. 

.■;<;//v,  In  refpcft  of  their  breth?rn ;  there  are  many 
reaibns  alfo,  why  they  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  the 
v/crld,.  Icil  their  bTcl\\icxv\\\C\\u^\ivt  ^vC^^x  ^x\^M^doc 


to  the  World  injoined.  491 

offended*:  for  your  conformity  to  the  world  and  joining 
with  the  wicked,  is  both  grieving  to  the  ftrong,'  and 
offcnfive  to  the  weak  believer. 

I.  It  is  grieving  to  the  godly:  and,  is  it  nothing  to 
you  to  grieve  the  generation  of  the  righteous  ?  The  fin 
of  the  wicked  is  a  grief  to  the  godly :  and,  how  unna- 
tural is  it  for  any  of  God's  children,  to  add  to  their  grie^ 
by  joining  iffue  with  the  wicked !  It  is  faid  of  Lot,  that 
Jbis  righteous  foul  was  vexed  from  day  to  day^  with  the 
unlawfui  deeds  of  the  wicked:  but  for  fuch  to  be  vexed, 
not  only  with  the  ungodlinefs  of  finners,  but  with  the 
untendcmefs  of  faints  alfo,  is  an  additipnal  vexation ; 
and  grief  upon  the  back  of  grief. 

a.  It  is  offenfive  to  the  weak  believer-;  it  lays  a  ftumb- 
ling-block  in  his  way,  over  which  he  is  ready  to  fall ; 
either  by  difcouraging  him  in  the  way  of  duty,  or  en- 
couraging and  leading  him  into  fin,  or  any  ether  way 
leading  him  .into  fome  fnare,  with  r-efpe£l  to  his  own 
foul :  When  you  fin  fo  againfi  the  brethren^  and  wound 
iheir  weak  confiiences^youftn  againfi  Chriji^  i  Cor,  yiii.  1 2. 
Athly^  In  refpeO:  01  themfehes :  and  that,  i.  Becaufe 
of  their  circumftances.  2.  Their  fafety  requires,  that 
they  be  no't  conformed  to  the  world. 

[i.]  Becaufe  of  their  cirtumflances.  They  arc  quite 
in  other  circumftances  than  the  reft  of  the  world.  Why, 
I.  They  are  people  of  another  world  than  this  ;  and 
therefore  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  this  world  :  they 
are  not  of  the  worlds  even  as  Chrifi  is  not  of  the  world. 
They  are  of  another  kingdom  ;  for,  Chri/Fs  kingdom  is 
not  of  this  world.  They  are  of  another  country ;  for,  they 
deftre  a  better  country ^  that  is^  an  heave^ily.  They  are  of 
another  city  ;  even  the  city  that  hath  foundations  ^  whofe 
builder  and  maker  is  God.  They  are  of  another  world  ^ 
for,  God  hath  chofen  them  out  of  the  world. 

2.  Tliey  muft  not  be  conformed  to  this  world,  be« 
caufe  they  are  perfons  of  another  ftatc  than  this  world. 
The  world  is  in  a  ft^  of  condemnation  ;  but  they  are  in 
a  ftate  of  juflifcatiott^  therefore  they  are  to  walk  like 
thofe  that  are  in  favour  with  God.  They  are  in  a  ftate 
oi adoption}  therefore  to  ht  followers  of  God ^  as  dear  chil- 
<^q  q  2  drcTi*. 
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They  arc  in  a  ftatc  oi  grace ;  they  arc  the  children  of  the 
light  and  of  the  day :  therefore  they  arc  not  to  Jleep  as 
others  do* 

3.  They  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  bc- 
caufe  they  arc  afted  by  another  principle  than  the  reft  of 
world. — They  have  a  principle  oi  faith  ;  and  this/j/VA 
worketh  by  love:  while  the  world  lieth  in  unbelief;  and 
this  their  unbelief  worketh  by  enmity. — They  have  a 
principle  of  love  ;  and  the  love  ofChriJl  conjlrains  them 
to  ferve  the  Lord :  while  the  enmity  of  the  world  con- 
ftrains  them  to  diflionour  God. — They  have  a  principle 
of  holy  fear  ;  while  the  world  hath  no  fear  of  God  before 
their  eyes. 

4.  They  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  becaufc 
they  are  direfted  by  another  rule  than  the  reft  of  the 
world.  The  rule  that  the  world  walks  by  is  their  own 
ivilly  their  own  corrupt  wicked  will ;  and  hence  they 
fay  with  the  people  of  old,  We  are  lords ^  and  we  will  not 
have  this  man  to  rei^n  over  us :  but  the  rule  'by  which 
the  children  of  God  do  walk,  is  the  word  and  will  of 
God;  and  this  is  the  will  of  God,  even  our  fandiijlcation. 

5.  They  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  becaufe 
they  aim  at  another  end  than  the  reft  of  the  world ;  whe- 
ther we  confider  the  end  propounded  by  them,  or  the 
end  defigned  upon  them. — The  end  propounded  hy  them. 
Why,  the  laft  end,  and  chief  end  of  the  world  is /elf  : 
to  live  to  themfelves :  but  the  great  and  chief  end  of  the 
godly,  is  to  live  unto  God  :  the  princi^e  end  they  pro- 
fefs  is  God's  glory,  and  Chrift's  honour.  And  thofc 
who  diifcr  fo  far  in  their  end,  good  reafoh  they  diflFcr  in 
their  way. — Again,  as  to  the  end  de/igne J  upon  them; 
why,  the  world  will  come  to  a  difmal  iffue ;  for,  the 
wicked  will  he  turned  into  hell,  and  tormented  with  the  de- 
vil and  his  angels  ;  but  the  godly,  being  chofen  out  of  the 
world,  will  fhortly  enter  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord. — And 
feeing  their  ends  are  fo  different,  furely  they  cannot 
both  walk  in  the  fame  road.  If  one  goes  eaft,  another 
weft,  furely  they  cannot  walk  the  fame  way. 

6.  They  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  be- 
caufe they  are  objefts  of  another  love  than  the  reft  of 
the  v/orld:  they  are  lo'ued  lyitb  an  e'V3er\dJlm^lo«v:c^  and 
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fo  drawn  with  loving  kindnefs  ;  and  being  drawn  with 
the  cords  oflove^  they  are  to  run  the  way  of  God^s  com- 
mandments^  while  others  run  in  the  broad  way  to  de- 
ftruftion :  the  world  is  the  objefl:  of  God's  hatred ;  Ja^ 
cob  have  I  loved,  and  Efau  have  I  hated,  Rom.  ix.  13. 

7.  They  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  be- 
caufe  they  ^LXtfervants  of  another  mafter,  'dian  the  reft 
of  the  world.  The  world  ferves  the  devil,  and  ferves 
their  lufts,  and  ferves  other  gods :  but  every  believer  is 
a  Jofliua  in  this  ;  As  for  me,  and  my  houfe,  we  will  ferve 
the  Lord.  Now,  a  man  cannot  ferve  two  matters :  and 
the  believer  cannot  ferve  both  God  and  Mammon ; 
Chrift  and  the  wdrld. 

8.  They  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  be- 
caufe  they  are  partakers  of  another  Spirit  than  the 
worlds  T'hey  have  not  received  the  fpirit  of  this  7vorld, 
but  the  Spirt t  which  is  of  God.  The  world  is  led  by  an 
ill  fpirit  to  the  land  of  darknefs  :  whereas  they  are  led 
by  the  good  Spirit  to  the  land  of  uprightnefs. — The 
world  is  led  by  a  poor,  pitiful,  low,  and  mean  fpirit : 
whereby  they  are  eafily  put  oflF  with  trifles,  and  fatisfied 
with  fliadows  and  vanities  :  but  the  godly  are  led  by  a 
noble,  high,  and  heavenly  fpirit ;  whereby  they  afpirc 
after  divine  and  celeftial  things. — The  world  is  led  by  a 
blind,  ignorant,  foolifh  fpirit ;  whereby  they  are  mad 
upon  their  idols  :  the  children  of  God  are  led  by  a  Spi- 
rit of  wifdom,  knowledge,  and  underftanding ;  where- 
by they  are  wife  unto  ialvation. And  thus  the  cir- 

cumftances  of  the  people  of  God  yield  all  the  reafon  in 
the  world,  why  they  ought  not  to  be  conformed  to  this 
world. 

[2.]  Their  fafety  requires  it  alfo,  that  they  be  not 
conformed  to  the  world  :  ( i .)  The  fafety  of  their  names, 
ji^that  are  in  danger  to  be  difgraced.  (2.)  The  fafety  of 
•  their  confciences,  that  are  in  danger  to  be  defiled.  (3.) 
The  fafety  of  their  graces,  that  arc  in  hazard  of  being 
marred.  And,  (4*)  The  fafety  of  their  perfons,  that 
arc  in  danger  to  be  punifhed  by  their  conformity  to  the 
w^orld. 

I.  The  fafety  of  their  names  require,  that  they  be  not 
conformed  to  this  world :  for  thcii  xv^mc^  ^x^  miaxv^^x 
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of  being  difgraced,  by  fuch  a  conformity.  Becaufe  when 
they  Ijccome  like  unto  the  wicked,  and  conformed  te 
the  world,  they  give  occafion  of  their  being  fufpeded 
of  the  world,  and  fo  fhame  and  difgrace  their  own  name 
and  their  father's  name ;  He  that  is  a  companion  ofriatqus 
fnen^  Jhai^eth  bis  father^  Prov.  xxviii.  7,  So  the  belie- 
ver (bames  his  heavenly  Father  by  conformity  to  the 
world  ;  for,  what  agreement  is  there  between  God  and 
the  world  ?  He  fliameth  his  earthly  father  alfo,  whether 
he  be  a  gracelefs  or  a  gracious  man  :  if  he  be  a  gracelefs 
man,  he  (hamcth  him,  by  giving  occafion  to  fay,  he  is 
like  him  ;  Like  father  like  fan :  If  he  be  2,  gracious  man, 
he  fliameth  him,  by  being  fo  unlike  unto  him.  But  he 
cfptfcially  fliameth  himfclf:  for,  whereas  a  good  name  is 
MS  precious  ointment ;  fo  his  conformity  to  the  world,  in 
any  meafure,  is  the  dead  fly  that  caufes  the  ointmem^the 
tipothecary  to  fend  forth  a /linking  favour,  Eccl.  x.  i.  They 
lofe  their  credit  and  cfteem. 

2.  ITie  fafety  of  their  confciences  require  that  they  be 
not  conformed  to  the  world :  becaufe,  by  conformity 
to  the  world,  their  confciences  are  in  danger  of  being 
defiled,  and  their  fouls  to  be  depraved;  for  the  fin  and 
way  of  tlie  world  is  of  an  infeftious  nature  :  can  a  man 
touch  pitch,  and  not  be  detiled  ?  Can  a  man  take  fire  in 
Its  bo  font  ^  and  kis  cloaths  not  be  burnt?  Can  he  go  upon 
hot  coals,  and  his  feet  not  be  burnt?  faith  Solomon.  Wc 
are  told  of  the  Jews,  Pfal.  cvi.  2^^.  that  when  they  were 
mingled  among  the  heathen^  ihey  learned  their  works,  and 
fcri-cd  their  idols,  ivhich  was  afiare  to  them^  The  finefl: 
iooking-glaffcs  will  gather  duft  and  defilement :  even  fo 
may  tlie  cliildren  of  God  thcmfelves  gather  duft:  and  de- 
filement, by  mingling  with  the  world  ;  for  fin  is  a  plague 
and  InfeJion.  AvA  the  haunting  of  finful  company  will 
defile  a  faint:  Jofcph,  in  Pharaoh's  court,  learned  to 
fjjcar  by  1  be  life  cf  Pbaroah  ;  Peter,  in  the  high-priefl:'s 
hall,  fwcars  and  denies  his  Mq/ier ;  the  Ifraclites,  being 
ufed  to  the  Egyptian  furnaces,  framed  an  idol.  They 
that  ly  down  with  dogs,  fliall  rife  up  with  fleas  \  they 
that  dwell  in  the  kitchen,  will  fmell  of  the  fmoke. 

J.  The  fafety  even  of  their  graces,  that  are  in  danger 
to  be  marred  and  wcakttv^iA,  tc.c^>\\\^  Njaax.  v\v^^  be  not 
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conformed  to  the  world.  There  is  not  fuch  a  gracious 
perfon  on  earth,  but  if  he  caft  himfelf,  by  untendemefs 
and  unwatchfulnefs,  into  the  company  of  a  carnal  world 
he  will  find  their  cdnverfation  abate  the  edge  of  his  zeal, 
and  cool  the  fervour  of  his  devotion ;  yea,  enervate,, 
debilitate,  and  weaken  every  grace ;  and,  by  little  and 
little,  transform  him  to  their  manner,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  till  fovereign  grace  reform  him  again :  When  ini- 
quity abounds^  the  love  of  many  waxeth  cold.  This  new- 
planted  colony  of  grace  in  the  heart,  is  in  great  danger 
when  oppofed,  not  only  by  the  native,  (I  mean,  our 
corruption,)  but  alfo  by  the  auxiliary  help  and  aid  of 
the  corruption  of  others. 

4.  The  fafety  of  their  perfons  require  that  they  be  not 
conformed  to  the  world :  for  they  who  are  conformed 
to  the  wicked  world,  are  in  danger  of  being  punifhed 
therewith.  Though  all  that  are  in  Chrift  are  freed  from 
condemnation,  and  eternal  v/rath  ;  yet  they  arc  not 
freed  from  affliftion  and  temporal  judgments,  cfpecial- 
ly  if  they  (hall  affociate  with  the  wicked.  If  Lot  had 
not  come  out  6f  Sodom,  at  the  command  of  God,  he 
had  pcrifhed  in  the  flame$ :  If  Noah  had  not  made  the 
ark,  at  God's  command,  he  had  pcriflied  in  the  flood 
with  the  world.  And  hence  the  command  of  God  to  us 
is,  Come  out  of  her,  my  people,  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of 
her  fins,  and  that  ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues.  Rev.  xviii,  4^ 
^companion  of  fools  fhatt  be  deflroyed.  Pro  v.  xiii.  ao. 
And  again.  Come  out  from  among  them,  Ofidbe  ye  fiparate^ 
faith  the  Lord;  and  touch  not  the  unclean  things  and  I 
will  receive  you,  2  Cor,  vi.  17.  Shouldfl  thou  help  the 
ungodly,  and  love  them  that  hate  the  Lord?  therefore  is 
wrath  upon  thee  from  before  the  Lordy  2  Chron.  xix.  2. 

Thus  you  fee  many  reafons^  why  the  people  of  God 
muft  not  be  conformed  to  this  world  ;  and  that  in  re- 
fpeO:  of  themfelves :  their  circumftances  and  their  fafety 
every  way  require  it.. 

V.  The  fifth  thing   propofed,  in  the  method,  was. 
To  make  application  of  the  fubjeft ;  v/hich  we  (hall  ef- 
.fay  in  an  ufe  of  information,  reproof,  ^xa:r\ltv3.\ki^^  -J^^i^ 
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exhortation,  inforced  with  fome   motives;   and  then 
conclude  the  fubjeft  with  fome  diredions. 

life  !•  Let  us  improve  the  dodrine  in  an  ufe  of  in- 
formation.  If  then  matters  be  fo,  as  you  have  been  hear- 
ing, "That  the  people  of  God  muji  not  be  conformed  to  the 
wicked  worlds  we  may  hence  learn, 

I.  What  are  the  rules  by  which  our  converfation  in  the 
world  is  to  be  fquared,  and  how  our  converfation  with 
the  world  is  to  be  cautioned.  This  non-conformity 
to  the  world  doth  not  exclude  all  converfation  whatfoe- 
ver  with  the  world :  for,  in  fevcral  cafes,  we  may  law- 
fully converfe  with  them. 

Quest.  In  what  cases  may  the  godly  converfe  with  the 
wortd? 

Answ.  (i.)  In  cafe  of  necefftty ;  when  we  are  com- 
pelled and  obliged  to  live  amongft  them.  This  was 
David's  cafe  in  Kedar  ;  Wo  is  me  that  I  dwell  in  Mefech^ 
that  I  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Kedar ^  Pfal.  cxx.  5.  So  it 
was  with  the  church  of  Pergamus  ;  /  know  where  thou 
dwcUefl^  even  where  SatarCsfeatis^  Rev.  ii.  13.  Where 
God  hatii  a  chapel,  Satan  hath  a  throne. 

(2.)  In  cafe  oi policy^  traffic^  trade j  and  merchandife: 
in  this  refpcft  we  cannot  live  without  the  wicked  of  the 
world.  It  is  lawful  to  have  commerce  with  them  5  pro- 
vided always  we  mingle  not  with  their  vices. 

(3.)  In  cafe  of  coiirtefy  and  civility.  As  this  non-con- 
formity to  the  world  doth  not  exclude  lawful  traffic  ;  fo 
neither  doth  it  exclude,  or  impeach  civil  courtefy.  It  is 
not  only  lawful,  but  laudable  to  do  any  courteous  of- 
fices towards  them  that  are  without,  whereby  to  gain 
them. 

(4.)  In  cafe  of  charity :  hence  we  are  called  to  do  good 
to  all  J  but  efpecially  to  the  houjhold  of  faith.  Though  the 
houfhold  of  faith,  in  poverty,  be  the  fpecial  objefts  of 
charity  ;  yet,  we  are  not  to  exclude  others  :  Do  good  to 
all. 

(5.)  In  cafe  oi piety  :  and  thus  it  is  lawful  to  converfe 
with  the  wicked  as  far  as,  by  gentle  and  feafonable  re- 
proofs, we  may,  through  grace,  be  uffful  to  reclaim 
them.  We  are  to  ii-alk  1^:1  fely  towards  thefe  that  are  with- 
out j 
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out  ;  to  vifit  them  in  their  diflrefs,  when  they  are  in  af- 
fliftion ;  and  to  do  all  th^  good  we  can  to  their  fouls. 

(6.)  In  cafe  of  affiniiy.  This  non-conformity  to  the 
world  doth  not  take  away  natural  aflfeaion  ;  neither 
will  it  extend  to  a  feparation  between  hufband  and  wife, 
for  the  fake  of  religion :  it  is  lawful  for  the  believing 
wife  to  converfe  with  the  carnal  hujbandy  as  Abigal  with 
Nabal :  nay,  for  religion's  fake,  fuch  are  called  to  con- 
verfe together ;  What  knoweji  thou^  0  ivife^  whether  4hqu 
Jhalt  fave  thy  husband  ?  or^  what  knoweji  thou^  0  man^ 
whether  thou  Jhalt  fave  thy  wife?  i  Cor.  vii.  14,  16. 

In  all  thefe,  and  the  like  cafes,  converfe  with  the 
wicked  of  the  world  is  lawful.  But  the  meaning  of 
'non-formity  with  them  is,  we  mufl  not  chufe  them  for 
our  daily  companions,  delight  in  their  difcourfe,  or  fre- 
quent their  haunts  ;  Nowy  I  have  written  unto  you,  not 
to  keep  company  ;  if  any  man  that  is  called  (f,  brother  be  a 
fornicator,  or  covetous,  or  an  idolater,  or  a  railer^  or  a  drunk* 
hard,  or  an  extortioner^  witbfuch  a  one  no  not  to  eatj  i  Cor. 
V.  1 1.  We  are  not  to  afFefi  their  fociety,  nor  to  favour 
their  wickednefs  ;  but  keep  ourfelves  unfpotted  from  the 
'  worlds  James  i.  27. 

Thu«  we  fee,  I  fay,  the  rule  by  which  our  converfati- 
on  in  the  world  fhould  be  fquared.  In  things  which  are 
abfolutely  moral  indeed,  all  rules  of  art  fliould  be  affir- 
mative :  but  in  this  point,  a  man  may  give  a  negative  rule, 
which  may  be  fafe  and  good.  Do  not  as  the  world  doth : 
do  quite  contrary  to  them.  It  is  a  good  rule  to  live  by,  to 
mark  the  courfes  of  worldly  men,  and  to  do  the  quite  con- 
trary. Worldly  men  give  themfelves  to  covetoufncfs,  to 
worldly  pleafure,  world  lufts,  world  affeftions  :  now,  it 
is  a  good  rule  of  walk,  to  obferve  what  they  do,  and  to 
do  the  quite  contrary. 

2.  Hence  we  may  fee,  if  it  be  the  property  of  a  true 
Chridian,  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world,  how  few 
true  Chriftians  there  are  in  the  world.  There  are  many 
profeflbrs  indeed,  but  few  godly  perfons :  why  ?  becaufe 
they  are  like  the  world ;  they  live  as  others  in  the  world 
do  ;  they  live  as  atheifts  and  infidels.  Look  to  your- 
felf,  man,  woman  ;  do  you  not  even  the  fame  things 
that  the  reil  of  the  profane  world  do  ?    Do  you  not  live 
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after  the  fame  courfe,  and  at  the  fame  rate  ?  They  re- 
ilrain  prayer  before  God,  both  in  fecrct,  and  ift  their 
femilies :  they  negleft  the  word ;  they  regaf d  it  not, 
they  obey  it  not ;  they  fwcll  againft  it,  thty  Iharl  at  if : 
they  break  and  profane  the  Sabbath )  they  omit  the  pro- 
per duties  of  it,  and  do  thofe  thiilgs  t^hich  are  in  thetii- 
felves  unlawful  on  that  day :  they  are  malicious  ^  they 
are  deceitfulr  in  their  dealings:  they  live  contentedly 
without  Chriil;  though  they  he  pooh,  theiy  live  conten- 
tedly without  the  tried  gold  of  his  grace ;  though  thtf 
be  blind  J  they  live  fatisfied  without  the  eye-falve  of  his 
Spirit ;  though  they  be  nakedj  they  live  peaceably  with- 
out the  white  raiment  of  his  righteoufnefs.  Now,  what 
is  ybur  life  ?  What  contrariety  is  there  between  you  ' 
and  the  world  ?  Do  yournot  live  the  very  fame  way  ? 
O  then,  yoii  are  conformed  to  this  world  with  the  reft : 
and,  how  few  are  otherwife  !  Therefore  there  arc  but 
fcAv  faints  indeed  ;  becaufe  the  mod  part  ate  con- 
formed to  the  world,  and  taken  up  with  the  vanities  of 

I  underftand  there  is  to  be  a  remarkable  meeting  her^ 
this  week  ;  an  idle,  vain  rendevous ;  I  know  not  upon 
what  pretence  :  but  I  fear  the  ihotto  of  it  be,  Vanity  and 
Folly  ;  if  not  Wickednefs  and  Debauchery  in  the  iffue :  and 
in  cafe  that  prove  the  iffue  of  it^  I  muft  exoner  myfelf 
on  the  head.  True ;  fome  may  be  thinking,  it  is  bet- 
ter that  the  minifter  hold  his  peace  ;  for,  fay  what  he 
will,  the  company  will  but  laugh  at  it  when  they  are 
conveened  :  But  I  do  not  value  that ;  I  muft  anfwcr  to 
God  for  what  I  fay,  and  you  muft  anfwer  for  what  you 
hear  and  do  at  his  tribunal ;  and  fee  who  will  laugh 
there. 

1  have  only  a  few  queftions  to  propofe  to  all  that  de- 
fign  to  countenance  that  convention  of  idlencfs  and  folly. 

1 .  Will  it  be  no  conformity  to  the  world,  and  foftering 
of  its  vanity  and  idlencfs,  to  give  countenance  thereto  ? 

2.  Will  it  be  with  a  view  to  glorify  God,  or  edify  any 
poor  immortal  foul,  that  this  meeting  ftiall  gather  toge- 
ther? 3.  Will  it  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  any,  who 
countenance  it,  dare  go  to  God- and  pray  for  a  blefling 
opon  it  ?     4.  WW\  \tbc  ot  l\:Ld\  ^  tvT^lvix^,  aud  (liall  not 
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coiantcra£3t,  and  contradiiQ:  the  call  of  providence,  at 
this  day,  which  calls  us  rather  to  mourning  and  weep- 
ing, than  to  joy  ai)d  gladn^jfe  ?  5,  Will  it  be  a  meeting 
of  Gpd's  approbation,  ^d  fuch  as  they  fball  be  able  to 
account  for,  at  his  ^wfuj  tribunal,  without  fear  or  ihame  ? 
6.  Will  it  be  fuch  a  meeting,  as  that  your  cpuntenancr- 
ing  it,  will  give  ground  of  joyful  refleftion,  when  your 
jgye-ftrings  are  breaking,  and  your  fouls  %ing  out  of 
ypur  bpQies  into  eternity  ?  j 

If  thefe  queftions  can  be  anfwercd  in  the  noflUive,  and 
that  it  be  indeed  a  meeting  of  this  na&ire,  then  I 
have  no  quarrel  with  if :  but  if  otherwife,  ind  that  none 
of  thefe  things  can  be  faid  of  it,  then  I  protcft  againft  it, 
in  God's  great  name ;  and  take  inflrume^U,  in  the  hands 
of  your  confciences,  that  1  do  fo.  And  I  would  car- 
neflly  e:^hort  all,  that  defire  to  be  followers  of  Chrift, 
that  they  would  beware  of  it,  as  they  would  not  offend 
God,  nor  griieve  the  generation  of  t^^ib  righteous,  and 
be  guilty  of  conformity  to  the  world :  for^  before  ever 
it  come,  it  bath  no  favour  of  Heaven  about  it ;  and,  I 
fear,  the  intereft  of  hell  be  advanced^  and  the  vanity  pf 
the  mind  prompted  by  it. 

Why,  fay  you,  it  is  but  defignecj  for  a  little  dlverfion 
and  recreation.  Indeed,  it  is  ealy  for  perfons  to  put  a  * 
fair  face  upon  a  foul  defign :  .but  I  fear  the  promifcuous 
dancing  and  revelling  that  I  hear  is  defigned,  together 
with  the  drinking  and  caroufing  that  may  take  ^lace, 
will  difcpver  that  the  god  of  this  world  will  be  the  great 
mafter-conveener,  and  the  lofts  of  the  world  will  be  the 
great  diverfion ;  even  the  lujts  of  the  fiejh^  the  lu/is  of  the 
eye^  2Xi6,  the  pride  of  life. 

A  meeting  for  prayer  and  humiliation  would  be  more  ■ 
fuitable  for  the  fad  ftate  of  the  fouls  of  many  of  thofe 
who  have  fuch  defigns  in  view :  for,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
fome  will  give  countenance  to  that  vanity,  by  whom  the 
ordinances  of  Chrift  have  been  little  countenanced  thefe 
twelve  months ;  and  fome  who'  will  find  more  pleafure 
in  fuch  merry  caballing,  than  ever  they  found  in  God's 
fanftuary  all  their  days ;  which  fays,  that  they  have  more 
need  that  God  fet  them  to  their  knees,  to  depricate  the 
vengeance  that  is  hanging  over  that  ^\3l\\v^  Vc^^^^  ^-^ccv 
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that  the  devil  fet  them  on  their  feet,  to  dance  away 
merrily  to  hell,  f 

,  3.  Hence  fee,  that  it  is  no  wonder  that  religious  pcr- 
fons  be  cried  down  for  nicencfs  and  fingularity.  Indeed, 
rehgioti  muft  be  crofs,  and  contrary  to  the  world.  If 
this  be  fingularity,  not  to  walk  as  thofe  do  that  make 
no  confcience  of  duty,  but  mock  and  jeft  at  better  things 
than  they  will  imitate,  then  we  muft  be  Angular:  If  this 
be  to  be  vile^  as  David  faid  in  another  cafe,  then  wejhall 
be  more  vile*  Why,  fay  you,  fhall  we  expofe  ourfelves 
to  be  traduced  as  proud,  precife,  and  Angular  perfons, 
who  think  none  fo  good  as  ourfelves  ?  Why,  Sirs,  it 
is  better  that  the  world  fpeak  ill  of  us  without  caufe,  than 
that  God  fhotJd  be  angry  at  us,  and  proceed  againft  us 
on  juft  reafon. 

4.  Hence  We  may  fee,  what  a  weak  argument  it  is, 
that  is  only  drawn  from  multitudes  and  univer/ality. .  Moft 
men  do  fo  and  fo ;  yea,  all  men  do  fo  and  fo ;  and  why 
ihall  not  we  follow  their  example  ?  But  the  apoftle*s 
argumjent  is  quite  of  another  nature,  Eph.  iv.  17,  20. 
/  te/lify,  in  the  Lord^  that  henceforth  ye  walk  not  as  other 
Gentiles  walk^  in  the  vanity  of  their  mind^  &c. ;  but  ye 
have  not  fo  learned  Ckrifl.  See  i  Thef  iv,  5,  whei:e  we 
are  told,  that  it  is  but  a  poor,  vain,  weak  argument  for 
one  to  urge,  others  do  fo  and  fo ;  and  therefore  why 
not  I  ?  Why,  Paul's  argument  is  quite  the  reverie  ; 
Z.et  us  not  fleep  as  others  do :  let  us  npt  drink  and  tipple 
as  others  do  ;  but  let  us  watch  and  be  fober^  i  Thef.  v.  6. 
Non-conformity  to  the  world  faith,  on  the  contrary  to 
this  carnal  reafoning,  "Let  us  not  fleep,  as  others  do; 
''  let  us  not  fwear,  as  others  do ;  let  us  not  profane  the 
"  Sabbath,  as  others  do ;  let  us  not  commit  unclean- 
"  nefs,  as  others  do  \  let  us  not  lye,  as  others  do ;  let 

f  Thcfe  notes  have  a  relation  to  a  remarkable  Ball  in  Dunfermline,  in 
•which  much  promifcuous  dancing,  levity,  and  wantonncTs,  took  place. — If 
tlicrc  was.  at  that  time,  fo  much  occafion  for  our  Author  to  inveigh  fo  feverc- 
ly  agaiuft  fuch  promifcuous  aiTembling  and  caballing,  drinking  and  revelling; 
hoxv^much  more  rcifon  now,  in  thefc  days  of  profanity  and  prodigality,  whea 
thcfe  pradices  are  become  fo  univcrfal  among  all  ranks,  and  carried  to  greater 
extremes,  cfptcially  in  populous  cities  and  places  of  public  refort,  to  the  dif- 
honour  of  God,  the  difcrcdit  of  religion,  the  confumption  of  precious  time, 
tht  wafling  of  the  fubftantc,  fcfti\Vi^il\c>ja^i^viY  ^£  the  mind^  and  the  ruin  of 
the  Co\x\  in  ibt  ifTuc- 
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*'  us  not  fteal  and  cheat,  as  others  do';  let  us  not  live 
*'  in  the  omiffion  of  religious  duties  and  ordinances,  as 
**  others  do ;  let  us  not  live  without  God  and  Chrift, 
*'  and  in  the  ntglefl:  of  eternity,  as  others  do."  It  is 
a  weak  argument  for  one  to  fay,  "  Lord  help  us,  if  all 
**  others  be  in  the  wrong  but  you ;  if  all  thofe  that  have 
"  authority,  numbers,  and  mukitude  on  their  fide  be 
**  in  the  wrong,  and  you  only  right.**  This  way  of 
reafoning  croffes  the  very  fcope  of  the  text.  Be  not  con- 
formed to  this  world :  which/uppofes  that  the  world  is  all 
wrong,  and  that  very  few  in  it  are  right ;  even  a  few 
that  are  not  of  the  world. 

5.  Hence  fee,  that  the  w/V^^^  «;orW  need  not  quarrel 
with  xht faints  for  refraining,  their  company';  why,  God 
encourages  them  to  do  fo ;  yea,  commands  them  to  do 
fo:  Now^  we  command  you  y  brethren^  in  the  name  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chriji^  that  ye  withdraw  from  every  brother 
that  walketh  dijjhrderly^  2  Thef.  iii.  6.  Why,  fhould 
we  efteem  them  as  dogs,  and  trample  upon  them?  No; 
we  are  to  withdraw  from  them,  in  pity  to  their  fouls : 
we  are  to  mourn  for  their  fins  ;  to  pray  for  their  con- 
verfion ;  to  ufe  all  proper  means  to  reduce  them  to  their 
duty  ^  and  to  exercife  all  maimer  of  hofpitality  and  civi- 
lity towards  them :  but,  in  the  mean  time,  to  withdraw 
from  intimate  fociety  zvi^^fellowjhip  with  them ;  faying, 
as  Jacob  faid  to  Simeon  and  Levi,  0  my  foul^  come  not 
thou  into  their  fecret ;  and  unto  their  affembly^  mine  honour^ 
be  not  thou  united^  Gen.  xlix.  6.  For  God  hath  com- 
manded us  not  to  be  conformed  to  them.  Where,  by 
the  bye,  we  fee  alfo  how  low  an  efteem  the  Lord  hath 
of  the  wicked  world ;  he  will  not  allow  his  faints  to  keep 
company  with  them. 

6.  Hence  fee  the  vanity  of  all  thofe  flyfts  and  excufes 
whereby  people  cover  their  conformity  to  the  world. 
But  to  fpeak  of  thefe  fhifts  will  fall  more  natively  in  up-- 
on  the  following  ufe :  only  I  would  obfers'e  here,  that 
many  indulge  themfelves  in  entertaining  fellowfhip  with 
the  unfruitfid  works  of  darhiefs^  and  communion  with 
the  wicked,  and  conformity  to  them,  and  yet  never 
think  it  is  ill  done  ;  they  have  never  the  lead  cKcck.  crt 
challenge  for  it }  while  they  do  not  fee  xV^^Xt  a^'\V^^v 
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in  aflbciating  with  the  wielded,  nor  can  they  charge 
thcmfelves  with  the  fauk  of  their  aflfcciates.  Many  wilr 
ftilly,  delight  in  fuch  company,  whom  they  know  hatb 
DO  rehfli  tor  religion  ;  whofe  difcourfe  is  not  Jeafoned 
with /alt ;  and  whofe  ill  breath  difcover  that  their  lungs 
;^e  infeded;  being  depraved  in  tbcif  jporals,  d^gcrous 
in  their  communication,  fcandalous  in  their  lives,  erro- 
neous in  their  principles,  and  wear  their  faults  upon  their 
forehei^ds,  fo  as  to  be  pointed  at,  by  commpn  obferva- 
tion,  as  notorious  and  flagitious,  and  defpi&rs  of  God*, 
his  word,  his  people,  and  his  ordinances,  Plal»  i.  i. 

U/e  2.  Again,  the  dodrine  may  be  improven  for  re- 
proof  to  all  that  are  conformed  to  the  world;  ajid  particu- 
larly to  all  that,  having  a  profejfton  of  religion^  and  yet 
Keep  company  with  the  looje  and  wicked  or  the  world, 
notwithftanding  the  call  of  God,  Eph.  v.  11/  Have  no 
fellowjhip  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  iarknefs^  but  rather 
reprove  them.  Notwithftanding  the  danger  that  is  in  fuch 
fellowfhip :  the  danger  of  infeQion  ;  for,  as  he  that  walk^ 
eih  with  the  wife^Jhall  be  wife  ;  fo,  he  that  walfceth  with 
fools,  will  learn  of  them  their  folly :  the  danger  of  pu- 
nijhment  and  fuffering  ;  for,  the  companions  of  fools  fnall 
be  dcjiroyed :  and  the  danger  oifcandal ;  fo  Jehoi^hat's 
joining  in  aiEnity  with  Ahab,  did  eclipfe  his  honour, 
and  became  fcandalous  ;  Shouldji  thou  help  the  ungodly^ 
and  love  them  that  hatejhe  Lord?  therefore  is  wrath  upon 
thee  from  before  the  Lord,  2  Chron.  xix.  2. — IJow  doth 
this  dofirinc  condemn  all  fuch  as  profefs  the  name  ofGod^ 
and  yet  fay,  as  the  Ifraelites  to  Samuel,  Nay,  but  we 
will  be  like  other  nations^  i  Sam.  viii*  2>o.  Tell  many  a 
man.  You  muft  not  do  fo  and  fo,  for  thus  do  Turks 
and  Tartars,  and  the  barbarous  nations  pf  the  world  ; 
you  muft  not  join  in  afBnity  with  the  people  of  thefe  a- 
bominations  ;  you  muft  jiot  walk  in  vanity  and  idle- 
nefs  ;  you  muft  walk  honeflly  as  in  the  day,  not  in  riot- 
ing and  drunkennefs ,  not  in  the  chambering  andwantonnefs  ; 
for  thus  much  the  fecure  people  of  the  world  do :  urge  them 
with  this  argument,  and  what  will  they  fay  ?  Why,  this 
is  to  be  too  ftriQ:  and  precife  ;  this  is  to  be  contrary  to 
^11  the  world  j  and  l\m  u  x.o  \i^  ^vcv^W\  ^z.^  this  is 
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but  a  proud,  hypocritical  fuperftition  of  ourfelves,  from 
2III  the  reft  of  mankind,  Alas !  what  carnal  reafoning  is 
this  againft  the  clear  command  of  God  ?  Be  not  conform 
ed  to  this  world. 

Quest,  ff^ho  are  they  that  conform  and  fafhion  them* 
felves  according  to  this  world? 

Answ.  Thofe  that  take  the  example  ofmen^  and  not 
of  the  word  ofGod^  for  the  rule  of  their  aftions.  Tha 
greateft  and  moft  eminent  have  their  infirmities,  and 
are  fubjed  to  manifold  failings.  We  are  to  be  followers 
of  none,  but  as  they  are  followers  of  Chrift,  i  Cor.  xi.  i. 

2.  Thofe  that  make  their  ancejiors  the  patron  of  their 
religious  fervices:  Our  fathers  burnt  incenfeto  the  queen 
of  heaven,  and  fo  will  we*.  Our  fore-fathers  were  of  fuch 
a  religion  and  perfuafion,  and  fo  will  we  be.*  We  fee 
fto  ground  to  diflFer  from  the  religion  of  our  predeceiTors. 

3.  Thofe  that  follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil ;  and  walk 
in  the  broad  way  of  wickednefs,  for  the  fake  of  com- 
pany: but,  when  vice  becomes  general,  Angularity  be- 
comes a  virtue.  When  any  error,  in  judgment  or  prac-' 
tice,  becomes  univerfal,  then  Angularity  becomes  a  ne-» 
ceffary  duty.  ' 

4.  Thofe  that  rule  their  aftions  by  the  will  of  their 
fupermrs  ;  fo  Ifrael  followed  Jeroboam  :  while  yet  great 
men  are  not  always  the  beft  men.  Thofe  are  chargeable 
with  conformity  to  the  world,  who,  to  pleafe  great  men, 
will  maHe  bold  with  light  and  confcience  direSing  them 

*  another  way. 

5.  Thofe  who  hing  xh€\r  faith  to  the  belt  of  human 
wifdofu  and  learning  ;  that  follow  thofe  whom  they  think 
the  wifeft  men,  the  dqepefl;  divines,  and  moft  learned 

.  dodors.  It  is  thd'deviPs  policy  to  feduce  the  world  by 
fuch  blazing  light,  as  the  ferpent  beguiled  Eve ;  and  the 
Pharifees  mifled  the  people,  faying.  Have  any  of  the  rulers 
and  Pharifees  bdieved  on  him  f  Have  any  of  the  learned 
Rabbies  fallen  in  with  that  man  ?  But  this  people  who 
know  not  the  law  are  accurfed. 

6.  All  that  are  chargeable  with  other  mensftns^  by 
countenancing  them :  whether  it  be  the  fins  of  fore- 
fathers, looking  backwai^S ;  or  the  fins  of  poftcrity, 
looking  forwards  jjfcr  the  fins  of  the  prefent  geneva- 


504      Non-Con  FORn^i  T  Y    Sbrm.  XVIL 

tion  we  live  among,  looking  round  about  us.  And 
people  may  be  chargeable  many  ways  with  the  fins  of 
others. 

C^EST.  How  is  a  per/on  chargeable  with  the  Jins  of  (h 
tbers  ? 

Answ.  We  are  chargeable  with  the  fins  of  others, 
more  generally  two  ways  ;  either  by  imitation  or  interpre- 
tation :  when  we  imitate  others  in  their  finful  pradices, 
or  put  too  favourable  glofles  upon  their  vicious  couiies.- 
More  particularly ;  We  are  chargeable  with  the  fins  of 
others  when  we  command  others  to  .fin ;  as  Pharaoh  com- 
manded to  murder  the  Hebrew  children,  and  Herod  to 
kill  the  babes  of  Bethlehem,  and  Nebuchadnezzar  to 
worfhip  the  golden  image  they  were  guilty  of  all  that 
murder  and  idolatry. — When  we  counfel  others  to  fin ; 
fo  Balaam  did  the  children  of  Ifrael. — When  we  cunfent 
to  the  fin  of  others  ;  fo  Saul  confented  to  the  death  of  Stc 
phen. — When  we  conceal  the  fins  of  others,  and  do  not 
reveal  them,  and  reprove  the  committers  of  them,  and 
ufe  all  proper  methods  to  bring  them  to  condign  punifli- 
ment  for  them. — When  we  conjirain  others  to  fin  ;  either 
by  compulfion,  provocation,  or  enticing  of  them. — 
When  wtfeduce  others  into  fin,  by  fly  artifices,  infnar- 
ing  fuggeftions,  and  taking  arguments ;  and  fo»gain 
their  affent  to  our  vicious  ways. — When  we  commend  and 
praije  others  for  ther  finful  courfes,  and  applauc^them  in 
their  fin. — When  we  wifli  \\\cmfuccefs  in  their  evil^sourfes ; 
for,  he  that  biddeth  them  good  Jpeed,  is  a  partaker  of  their 
evil  deeds. — When  we  do  not  correB  and  puhijh  people 
for  their  fins  as  we  have  accefs,  in  our  capacities  ;  whe- 
ther as  magiftrates,  parents,  mafters,  or  otherwife  relat- 
ed.— Whtn  wc  defend  2XiAjuJHfy  {m^  and  call  evil  good 
and  good  evil ;  and  not  to  condemn  fin,  nor  hinder  the 
commijjion  of  it,  when  it  is  in  our  power  to  do  fo. — In  a 
word,  when  we  give  or  take  an  ill-exafuple  in  fin ;  or 
when  we  learn  at  others,  and  others  learn  at  us  any  fin- 
ful ways.  And  finally,  when  we  rejoice  at  the  fins  of 
others,  and  take  pleafurc  in  them  that  dofo. 

In  all  thefe  cafes  we  are  chargeable  with  the  fins'  of 
others,  and  fo  with  conformity  to  a  finful  world.  And, 
indeed^  as  I  had  occaftoiv  Wxbj  to-cbferve  on  another 
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fubjcft,  this  may  fct  us  fee,  that  many  will  have  fins  to 
anfwer  for  that  they  never  dreamed  of  :♦  not  only  their 
own  fins,  but  all  the  fias  of  other  men,  that  ever  they 
countenanced  in  this  manner,  and  never  ferioufly  re- 
proved and  mourned  over. 

It  is  poffible  one  may  fay  to  a  reprover  of  his  fins, 
**  What  have  you  to  do  with  me?  you  will  not  anfwer 
**  for  my  fins.  What  hath  the  minifter  ado  with  my  faults, 
''  my  particular  failings  ?  Why  does  he  take  upon  him 
**  to  rip  up  my  fores  ?"  O  man !  you  do  not  confider : 
We  mull  anfwer  not  only  for  our  own  fills,  but  for  all 
the  fins  that  we  countenance  and  encourage ;  and  for 
all  the  fins,  that  we  do  not  reprove,  lament  over,  and 
repent  of.  Alas !  little  do  the  world  confider,  what  need 
they  have  of  Chrift  as  a  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  to  ranfcnn 
them  from  the  guilt,  not  only  of  their  own  fins,  but  their 
guilt  of  other  mens  fins.  Little  do  the  companions  of- 
drunkards,  fwearers,  fornicators.  Sabbath-breakers,  and 
fuch  like,  confider  how  they  ly  involved  in  the  guilt  of 
all  the  fins  of  thofe,  with  whom  they  affociate  themfelves, 
and  whofe  wickednefs  they  connive  at,  and  confent  unto, 
or  make  a  jeft  of. — However,  all  thefe  now  are  guilty 
of  fafliioning  themfelves  like  unto  the  world. 

But  carnal  reafon  will  produce  manifold  pleas  why 
people  fliould  be  like  their  neighbours.  And  if  any  alk. 
What  are  thefe  fleas  and  Jhifts  ?  We  might  reply,  by 
condefcending  upon  the  four  following,  amongft  many 
others. 

'Blea  I.  '*  I  muft  conform  myfelf,  faith  one,  to  the 
**  company  I  converfe  with,  that  I  may  not  be  reckon- 
^'  ed  morofe^  ill-natured^  and  unfociable ;  but  become  all 
*'  things  to  all  men.^* 

Reply.  You  muft  know,  if  you  be  religious  at  all, 
you  muft  not  be  neuters  in  religion :  you  muft  be  either 
hot  or  cold ;  either  wholly  for  God,  or  wholly  for  Baal. 
Where  courtefy  will  not  comply  with  religion,  and  yield 
to  it,  it  becomes  cruelty  to  the  foul.  To  comply  with 
a  courfe  of  idlenefs  and  vanity,  out  of  a  pretence  of  good 
nature  and  fociablf  nefs,  is  to  bewray  the  want  of  a  new 
nature,  and  of  fwcct  fellowfhip  with  Chrift.  It  is  true, 
civil  fociety  is  no  where  forbiddciv^  uiikfe  \\.  it^txv^x'^^ 

Vol.  /.  •  S  n  ^  *^^^^ 
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into  levfty,  A'anity,  idlenefs,  chambering,  and  wanton- 
nefs :  but  intimate  fociety  with  thofe  that  have  no  fear 
.  of  God,  no  fmell  of  religion,  or  of  Chrift,'  in  their  words 
and  aftions,  can  never  be  juftified,  whatever  fliift  or 
plea  be  made  ufe  of  for  that  end. 

Plea  2.  "  Why,  faith  another,  I  muft  conform  my- 
"  felfto,  and  join  with  fuch  a  drunken  company,  fome- 
^'  times  ;  for  they  are  my  cujlomers^  with  lyhom  I  buy 
**  and  fell,  and  on  whom  my  livelihood  depends  :  and, 
*'  I  hope,  it  is  not  unlj^wful  for  me  to  go  and  drink 
"  with  them/* 

Reply.  Though  I  faid  before,  that  non-conformity  to 
the  world  doth  not  exclude  traffic  and  merchandifef ;  yet 
I  fhall  add  here,  that  though  it  be  not  unlawful,  butne- 
cefl'ary,  on  many  accounts,  both  to^drink  and  eat  with 
moderation,  and  to  trade  and  traffic*with  honefty ;  yet, 
I  hope,  none  will  thence  infer,  that  it  is  lawful  either 

■  to  make  unncceffary  fociety  with  the  wicked,  or  drunk- 
ennefs  a  part  of  their  trade.  Your  livelihood  doth  not 
depend  upon  thefe,  but  upon  tlie  providence  of  God :  it 

-  is  his  bleffing  that  inaketh  rich ;  and  the  Lord  needs  no 
fmful  fliift  of  ours,  to  fupply  his  courfe  of  providence. 
As  Chrifl  faith.  Which  of  you^  by  taking  thought^  can  add 
a  cubit  to  hisjlaturc?  Matth.  vi.  27. ;  fo,  who  can  add 
a  penny  to  his  eftate  by  drunkennefs,  or  conformity  to 
drunkards  ?  yea,  though  you  ftiould^j/^  the  whole  worlds 
you  lofe  more  than  you  gain,  by  every  fmful  compliance; 
for,  what  is  a  man  profited ^  though  he  jh all  gain  the  whole 

.  luorld,  if  he  lofe  his  foul?  Matth.  xvi.  26.  He  makes  a 
dangerous  adventure,  that  hazards  his  precious  foul  to 
gain  the  trifles  of  a  perifliing  world. 

Vlea  3.  "  Why,  faith  a  third,  may  not  I  aflTociatc 
"  with  the  wicked,  that  I  mav  rccluim  them ;  for  fo 
«  did  Chrift  ?" 

Reply.  Chrift's  oflice  was  a  Phyftcian  to  fave  and  heal 

■  dlfeafed  fmners.  Take  heed  it  be  not  zeal  in  you,  but 
preiumption :  be  fure  of  a  call. — And  again,  Chrift  could 
not  be  infixed  with  any  man's  vice  :  if  you  had  fuch  a 
prr^fcrvative,  then  you  might  go  in  peace  through  the 
inidi  of  plagues. — Iwdccd^  tl\c  uature  of  grace  is  to  dif- 
fiifc  itfclf,  and  commurAcc^to,  <j^oo^\a  ^nX>x\^s  •vi^x\s\'^^>^^ 
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who  make  this  their  pretence,  to  convince  or  convert  o- 
thcrs,  do  not  confider  the  deceitfulnefs  of  their  own 
hearts,  and  what  fmful  by-ends  they  are  led  by,  even 
under  this  colour.  But,  indeed,  if  a  man  had  a  clear 
call  to  join  iii,  for  a  while,  with  a  company  of  vain  per- 
fons,  and  to  fit  with  them,  which  the  Pfaimift  owns  he 
Jhunnedj  faying,  I  have  not  fat  with  vain  perfons  ;  I  fay, 
thoVigh  a  man  had  the  cleareft  call  to  join  company  with 
fuch,  he  had  need  to  do  as  the  phyficians,  when  they  go 
into  an  infefted  plicc,  they  arm  themfclves  with  fomc 
antidotes :  fo  fhould  we  do,  if  we  go  into  fuch  company ; 
we  have  need  to  be  armed  with  faith,  and  prayer,  and* 
holy  refolution,  and  heavenly  wifdom,  fuch  as  may  work 

^  more  ftrongly  than  the  plague  of  fin  and  fubtilty  of  Satan, 
which  we  are  to  encounter  with. 

Plea  4.  "  Some  will  plead  the  violence  oi  importunity : 
*'  fuch  a  company  doth  urge  and  prefs  me  ;  and  if  I  re- 
*'  fufe  to  join  with  them,  they  will  feoff  and  fcorn  me.*' 
-  Reply.  If  you  can  never  refifl:  a  temptation  to  fin,  you 
have  no  evidence  of  being  a  child  of  God :  but  by  refill- 
ing fuch  affaults  as  thefe,  providence  gives  you  an  occafi- 
on  both  of  oppofing  fin  in  yourfelyes,  by  your  refufal ; 
and  of  defl:roying  it  in  others,  by  your  example.  If  they 
feoff  and  fcorn,  do  you  pity ;  and  blefs^  the  Lord  that 
hath  given  you  better  counfel,  than  to  run  with  them  in- 
to the  fame  excefs  of  riot.  The  more  they  fhew  them- 
felves  to  be  fcoffers  and  fcorners  of  religion  and  grace, 
the  more  they  are  to  be  refifted,  with  this  meditation, 
Bleffed  is  the  man  that  walkelh  not  in  the  counfel  of  the 
ungodly,  nor  Jlandeth  in  the  way  of  ftnners,  nor  fittcth  in 
the  feat  of  the  fcornful,  Pfalm  i.  i.  Make  not  their  vio- 
lent opportunity  your  excufc :  for,  when  they  call  you 
one  way,  and  Chrift  calls  you  another,  you  need  not  be 
at  a  lofs  to  know  what  hand  to  turn  to.     They  fay,  Come 

'ivitb  us^  Prov.  i.  11.     Chrifl  faith,  Come  with  me.  Song 
iv.  8.  »^And  whether  it  is  better  to  obey  God  or  man, 

judge  ye,  Afts  iv.  18.  When  they  are  faying,  Follow 
us ;  remember  that  Chrift  is  faying,  Follow  me :  and 
the  grace  of  God  that  bringeth  falvation  teacheth  us,  that 
denying  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufls,  we  fhould  live  fober- 
ly,  righteoufly^  and  godly,  in  this  frefent  u'or[d^  T\\m%  \\» 
Sff2  \v. 
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II,  12.  —  But  I  proceed  to  another  ufc  from  the 
doftrine. 

Ufe  3.  This  doctrine  may  be  applied  for  trial  and  eX' 
amination.  You  may  try  your  ftate  by  this  dodrihe, 
whether  you  be  conformed  to  the  world  or  not. 

Quest.  How  Jhall  I  know  whether  I  be  conformed  to 
the  worf^  or  notf 

Answ.  You  may  know  it  thefe  three  ways.  i.  By 
your  ftate  and  condition.  2.  By  your  frame  and  dif- 
pofition.     3.  By  your  life  and  converfation. 

[i.]  You  may  know  whether  or  not  you  be  con- 
formed to  the  world,  by  your  Jiate  and  condition.     If 
you  be  not  conformed  to  the  world,  then  youf  ftate  is 
fuch  as  that  word  defcribes  j  They  are  not  of  the  world, 
even  as  I  am  not  of  the  worlds  John  xvii.  16.     And  if  it 
,   beftill  enquired  by  any.  How  fhall  I  know  if  my  /late  be 
Jo  changed^  that  I  am  not  of  this  world?     We  may  reply 
to  this  as  follows :    If  you  be  not  of  this  world,  let  me 
afk  you,  How  came  you  out  of  it?  There  are  three  things 
"which  contribute  to  bring  a  perfon  out  of  this  world : 
fee  if  you  know  thefe.     Were  you  ever  brought  out  of 
this  world,   i.  By  regeneration  ;    2.  By  confent ;    3.  By 
compulfion  and  force. 

I .  Were  you  ever  brought  out  of  this  world  by  rege- 
negration^  or  the  new-birth.  If  you  be  not  of  this  world, 
then  you  are  born  again  ;  hence  we  have  that  expreffibn, 
that  zuhich  is  born  of  the  flejh,  is  flejh  ;  that  which  is  born 
of  the  Spirit  f  is  fpirit.  If  you  have  been  born  of  God,  then 
you  are  not  of  the  world  :  if  never  born  of  God,  then 
you  are  of  the  world,  and  conformed  to  it.     If  you 
never  knew  any  other  birth  yet,  but  the  natural  birth, 
the  fmful  birth  ;  you  are  yet  of  this  world.  By  generati- 
on,  we  are  of  the  world ;  but  by  regeneration^  we  come 
to  be  not  of  this  world,  John  i.  13.  Of  his  own  will  begat     \ 
he  us  J  with  the  word  of  truth.  Jam.  i.  18.     If  you  have 
been  regenerate,  God  himfelf  hath  been  the  efficient 
caufe  ;  you  could  never  effeftuate  it  by  the  power  of 
nature.  The  will  of  God  liath  been  the  impulfive  caufe;     I 
jFor  it  is  not  of  him  that  willeth,   nor  of  him  that  runneth,     I 
h/f  ^fGydthjtfieweth  niercj,    T\v^^o^  ofLxxxixh  hath     •; 
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been  the  inftrumental  caufe.  Try  then  if  ever,  by  the 
mean$  of  the  word,  the  power  of  God  hafh  been  put 
forth,  for  making  you  a  hew  creature,  and  bringing  you 
to  a  new  world. 

2.  By  ionfent  alfo  is  a  nian  brought  out  of  this  world : 
For,  in  the  day  of  God's  power  the  man  is  made  .willing, 
willing  to  forfake  the  world,-  and  all  the  vanities  there- 
of;  to  forget  his  own  people j  and  his  Father^ s  houfe  ;  to 
look  upon  this  world  as  not  his  home,  and  upon  him- 
felf  as  a  ftrahger  and  pilgrim  in  it ;  and  to  deftre  a  bet- 
ter country^  that  is^  ah  heavenly  :  he  is  made  to  look  for  a 
city  that  bath  foundations,  whofe  builder  ani.  maker  is  God. 
He  is  dead  to  the  world,  and  the  world  is  dead  to  him  : 
and  as  we  bury  dead  things  out  of  our  fight ;  fo  he  is 
content  to  be  rid  of  the  world,  and  the  world  is  con- 
tent to  be  rid  of  him  :  he  cares  not  for  the  world,  and 
the  world  cares  not  for  him. 

3.  'Ry  force;  i  John  iv.  4.  Ye  are  of  God,  little  chiU  ^ 
dren^  and  have  overcome  them  ;  becaufe  greater  is  he  that  is 
in  you,  than  be  that  is  in  the  world.  If  you  afk  fhen.  How 
they  come  to  be  not  of  this  world  ?•  It  is  even  hy  force 
they  overcome  the  world :  and  that  partly  by  the  price 
of  this  blood,  who  gave  himfelffor  our  fins  ^  that  be  might 
deliver  us  from  this  prefent  evtl  world ;  and  fo  we  over- 
come by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  :  partly  by  the  power  of  his 
Spirit ;  they  receive  not  the  Spirit  which  is  of  this  world, 
but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God,  which  is  a  Spirit  oi  power, 
as  well  as  of  love  and  a  found  mind ;  ztiAflronger  is  the 
Spirit  that  is  in  them,  than  the  fpirit  that  is  in  the  world. 
They  overcome,  not  by  might  nor  by  power,  but  by  his 
Spirit^  breaking  the  power  of  fin  in  them,  and  mortify- 
ing the  love  of  the  world  in  them ;  and  making  them 
€0UJ7t  all  things  but^  lofs  and  dung,  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Chrifl  J^fus  our  Lord. — Thus  a  msm  comes 
to  be  not  of  this  world :  and  fo  you  may  try  your  non- 
conformity to  the  world  by  your  ftate,  w>.  your  being 
not  of  this  world.  For,  if  you  be  not  of  this  world,  then 
you  are  not  conformed  to  it. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  liyouht  of  this  worlds  Xhtn 
you  are  conformed  to  it.  And  there  are  three  ways  that 
difcovcr  people  to  be  rfthis  vi-orld. 
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(i.)  They  that  are  of  this  world  could  be  fatisfied  to 
live  for  ever  in  this  world ;  and  would  care  for  no  other 
heaven,  no  other  Paradife,  but  the  pleafures,  profits, 
and  honours  of  this  world.  Look  in  to  your  heart  and 
thoughts,  man :  if  you  can  be  content  with  tlfis  world 
for  your  portion ;  if  you  could  poffibly  live  and  enjoy  it 
for  ever :  if  you  could  be  fatisfied  therewith,  and  defirc 
no  other  heaven,  it  is  an  evidence  you  are  of  this 
world. 

(2.)  They  that  are  of  this  world,  look  upon  the  com- 
forts  of  this  world  as  realities  ;  but  upon  the  promifes  of 
God's  covenarit  2s  fancies.  And  hence  they  dote  upon 
the  things  of  this  world,  and  take  pleafure  in  them ;  hut 
dare  not  truft  God  with  his  promife,  nor  take  comfort 
therein. 

(3.)  They  that  are  of  this  world,  they  look  upon  men 
as  happy  or  miferable,  according  to  the  things  they  enjoy 
of  this  world :  yea,  though  they  fee  them  to  be  wicked 
men;  yet,  if  they  enjoy  the  outward  things  of  this  world, 
they  judge  them  to  be  happy.  Is  it  thus  that  you  judge  ? 
It  is  an  evidence  that  you  are  of  this  world;  and  qonfe- 
quently  are  conformed  to  the  world. 

[2. J  Try  whether  or  not  you  be  conformed  to  the 
world  by  yonr  frame  and  difpojition.  If  you  be  not  con- 
formed to  the  world,  then  your  afFeftions  will  be  habi- 
tually fct  upon  things  that  are  above:  but  if  you  be  con- 
formed to  the  world,  then  your  affeftions  will  be  habi- 
tually fet  upon  things  below  ;  and  fo  you  mind  earthly 
things.  Here  I  will  offer  you  a  few  marks  of  a  perfon 
who  minds  earthly  things,  and  confequently  is  conform- 
ed to  this  world. 

1.  When  a  man  looks  upon  earthly  things  as  the  moft 
heautful  and  eminent  things,  that  is  an  evidence  that  he 
minds  earthly  things,  and  confequently  conformed  to 
this  world.  The  heavenly  difpofed  man  looks  upon 
celeftial  things  to  be  the  moft  beautiful  and  eminent. 

2.  Wlien  a  man's  greateji  thoughts  are  bujied  about 
earthly  things,  it  is  an  evidence  that  he  is  a  worldly  man. 
A  man  may  know  himfelf  better  by  his  thoughts  than 
his  words  and  aftions ;  for  the  thoughts  are  immediate- 
ly from  the  heart :  even  as  we  may  know  better  what 
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the  fountain'is,  by  the  immediate  bullering  of  it  near 
the  fpring,  than  by  the  ftreams  lafer  off;  JFbr,  as  he  think-- 
eth  in  his  hearty  Jo  is  he^  Prov.  xxiii.  7.  A  man  is  as  he 
thinketh  in  his  heart,  when  earthly  thoughts  arc  fwcet- 
cft.  I  fp^ak  not  of  thofe  thoughts  which  a  pcrfon, 
through  weaknefs  or  temptation,  may  be  fubicd  unto :' 
but  of  thofe  which  are  fweeteft  unto  the  foul  j  fuch  as. 
are  the  habitual  delight  of  his  heart. 

3.  The  man  minds  earthly  things,  whofe  heart  cleaves 
to  the  earth.  Difcourfe  to  fuch  a  man  never  fo  much 
of  the  vanity  of  this  earthy  he  may  give  you  a  hearing ; 
but  his  heart  ftill  cleaves  to  the  earth :  talk  to  him  ne- 
ver fo  much  of  the  glory  of  heaven^  and  the  happinefs  of 
the  faints  ;  yet  ftill  his  heart  cleaves  to  the  earth  :  yea, 
he  himfelf  may  comment  and  flowrifli  in  his  difcouife, 
concerning  the  vanity  of  all  things  in  the  world ;  and  yet 
ftill  his  heart  cleaves  to  the  earth. 

4.  The  earthly-minded  man  is  filled  with  diJlraSting 
cares  about  the  things  of  this  earth.  If  he  be  difappoint- 
ed  as  to  thcfe  things,  he  looks  upon  himfelf  as  undone : 
God,  and  Chrift,  and  the  promifes,  none  of  them  can 
give  him  any  contentment  or  comfort,  if  his  idols  on 
the  earth  be  removed ;  if  he  mifcarries  there,  he  is  un- 
done :  T^hcy  have  taken  away  my  gods^  and  what  have  I 
more  ?  His  greateft  bufinefs,  and  ftrongeft  endeavours, 
are  the  adequate  objeft  of  his  earthly  mind ;  they  take 
up  the  whole  ftrength  of  his  foul. 

5.  In  a  word,  an  earthly  man  paffes  through  many 
difficulties^  about  earthly  things,  and  is  never  weary y  be- 
caufe  he  is  in  his  element :  he  is  like  the  fifh  in  the  fea. 
A  man  is  foon  weary  of  fwiming  in  the  water,  becaufe 
it  is  not  his  element ;  but  the  filh  is  not  weary,  becaufe 
it  is  its  clement.  An  earthly  man  is  quickly  weary  of 
fpiritual  duties ;  whereas  a  fpiritual  man  calls  the  Sab* 
hath  his  delight.  An  earthly  man  will  not  go  through 
with  his  work,  becaufe  his  heart  and  mind  is  elfewhere. 
If  you  mind  earthly  things  at  this  rate,  as  I  have  ftiewn, 
it  is  a  ftirewd  evidence  of  a  worldly  frame ;  and  this 
worldly  frame  and  difpofition  is  an  evidence  of  confor- 
mity to  the  world. 

TJ-J  ^^"  ^"''^y  know  whether  "^o^aXit,  cqt&q^^c^^^  ^^ 


<lsv^ 


512        Non-Conformity     Serm.XVII. 

the  world  or  not,  by  your  life  and  converfation^  by  your 
words  and  ailions.  They  that  are  of  the  world,  they 
fpeak  of  the  world,  they  deal  with  the  world,  their  whole 
converfation  fmells  of  the  world  ;  They  favour  not  the 
things  that  areofGod^  but  the  things  that  are  xf  the  world. 
Worldly  difcourfe  goes  beft  away  with  them ;  worldly 
convcrfc  is  their  pleafure  ;  worldly  wifdom  is  their  dif- 
pofition ;  and  worldly  company  is  their  delight :  but 
their  delight  is  not  in  the  faints^  the  excellent  ones  in  the 
earth.  And,  indeed,  thofe  that  can  take  pleafure  in 
vain,  wicked,  light,  and  leud  company,  but  never  af- 
feded  fellowfliip  with  the  faints,  nor  company  with  the 
^odly,  about  foul  matters^  they  difcover  their  great  con- 
formity to  the  world,  and  their  want  of  conformity  to 
God  and  Chrilt. 

Ufe  4.  This  doftrine  may  be  improven  for  exhortation^ 
or  dehortationj  in  the  words  of  the  text :  O  Sirs,  be  not 
conformed  to  this  world.  Some  fober  heathens  have  fome- 
timcs  expreffcd  the  greateft  diflike  to  the  vanity  of  this 
world,  Socrates  thought  it  one  of  the  greateft  torments 
of  men,  in  another  life,  to  be  bound  to  commit  thofe 
fms  wherein  they  moft  delighted  in  this  life.  Seneca 
faid  of  himfelf.  "  I  am  too  great,  and  born  to  greater 
''  things,  than  that  I  fliould  be  a  flave  to  my  body.*' 
And  TuUy  thought  him  not  worthy  the  name  of  a  man, 
that  could  fpend  a  whole  day  in  carnal  pleafure.  And 
furely  they  do  not  deferve  the  name  of  Chriftians,  who 
can  fpend  a  whole  day  in  worldly  carnal  pleafure  and  re- 
creation. How  will  thofe  heathens  rife  up  in  judgment 
againft  us,  if  we  live  in  conformity  to  the  world ! 

In  order  to  inforce  the  exhortationj  ^e  adduce  the 
following  motives.  Confider,  that  conformity  to  the  world 
is  adultery,  idolatry,  enmity,  and  contrariety  to  the 
power  of  religion.  • 

I.  It  is  adultery^  Spiritual  adultery.  If  a  man's  heart 
goes  after  another  woman,  more  tlian  his  wife ;  or  a 
woman's  heart  more  after  another  man  than  her  hufband, 
it  is  adultery  :  fo,  if  our  heart  go  a  whoring  after  any 
tiling  in  the  world,  iwoxc  th2\\  our  Maker,  who  is  our 
liuiband,  it  is  lmY\Uv^\'^.^^\\va^• 
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2.  It  is  idolatry.  As  covetoufnefs  is  called  idolatry ; 
fo,  conformity  to  the  world,  is  worlhipping  of  idols,  , 
If  a  man  Ihould  carnally  afFeft  a  queen,  or  an  emprefs, 
though  the  moft  beautiful  woonan  in  the  world,  inftead 
of  his  own  wife,  it  is  a  great  fin ;  but  if  he  forfake  a 
queen,  a  moft  beautiful  perfon,  for  -a  dung-hill  raker,  a 
nefty  fcuUion,  it  were  a  greater  evil :  fo  here,  to  forfake 
him  who  is  altogether  lovely^  for  the  empty  things  of  the 
world,  Oh !  what  an  evil  is  it !  It  is  to  depart  from  the 
jountain  of  living  waters,  and  hew  out  to  ourfehei  cifterns, 
broken  cijlerns,  that  can  hold  no  water. 

3.  It  is  enmity  ;  for,  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againji 
God:  the  carnal  man  is  enmity  againft  God;  and  to 
embrace  a  carnal  company  is  to  embrace  God's  enemies, 
and  thofe  that  are  enemies  to  all  fpiritual  good. 

4.  It  is  a  contrariety  to  the  power  of  godlinefs.  Grace 
and  godlinefs  tend  to  alienate  and  difengage  the  heart 
from  the  world,  and  from  all  things  under  God :  but 
this  conformity  to  the  world,  is  direftly  contrary  to  this 
end.  And,  indeed,  let  a  man  have  the  fwecteft  and 
moft  awful  impreflions  made  upon  his  heart  by  the  word, 
and  let  him  go  ftreight  in  to  a  carnal  company ;  behold ! 
how  quickly  will  his  impreflions  be  removed,  and  con- 
viftions  ftifled  thereby ! 

We  ftiall  now  conclude  the  fubjeft  with  a  few  diredi- 
ons ;  and  we  Ihall  but  juft  name  them  in  fo  many 
words. 

1.  Seek  to  Be  regenerated  and  born  of  God ;  born  from 
above:  for,  he  that  is  born  of  God  is  not  conrformed 
to  the  word ;  but  is  transformed  by  the  removing  of  his 
mind. 

2.  Seek  the  Spirit  to  bring  you  by  free  out  of  this 
world ;  and  to  conquer  the  world  for  you.  But  con- 
cerning both  thefe,  we  fpoke  at  fome  length  on  the  ufe. 
oi  trial ;  and  ftiall  now  pafs  them. 

3.  Be  avj^are  of  ivicked  company  ;  and  let  your  dcliglt 
be  in  the  faints^  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth  :  and  this, 
by  the  blefling  of  God,  will  be  a  mighty  prcfe^rvntive 
from  being  conformed  to  the  finfui  courfes  cwd.  -  ri-cViccs 
of  the  wicked  world. 

4.  Be  reftlefs  till  you  attain   coiiformit^  to  tbe  I.wvl 
You  I.  Til  '5^5^^ 
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Jefits  Chrijl :  and,  in  order  thereto,  feek  difcoveries  of 
his  glory,  that,  beholding  it,  you  may  be  changed  into 
the  fame  image  ^  from  glory  to  glory  ^  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  There 
is  a  fmitting  favour  in  the  face  of  Chrift ;  they  who  fee 
him  cannot  but  be  like  him,  and  defire  to  be  like  him : 
fo  it  is  with  thofe  about  the  throne ;  They  Jhall  be  like 
him^  for  they  Jhall  fee  him  as  he  is.  Conformity  to  Chrift 
is  tlie  bell  cure  of  conformity  to  the  world ;  for  it  makes 
the  man  to  count  all  things  but  lofs  and  dung,  for  the  ex^ 
cellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrijl. 


The  End  of  the  Firft  Volume. 


